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* PROMOTING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


GENTLEMEN, | | 
F HIS Work, originally drawn up and publiſhe& 
| with a View to. promote Chriſtian Knowledge, 
5 by removing the Obſtructions, and ſmoothin 
the Way that leads to the Temple of Fruth and Wi 
dom, naturally falling in with the laudable and pious 
Intention of your Inſtitutien, claimed the Sanction of 
your Patronage and Protection as a Matter of Right. 
This new Edition of it, alſo, does the ſame; and that not 
only on Account of the Motives upon which it was un- 
dertaken, and its acknowledged Utility and Subſervi- 


ency to the ſame good Deſign with the Labours of 


other learned and pious Men publiſhed and recom- 


mended by you, and the Candour with which you uſu- 
ally receive all well-meant Endeavours ; but, alſo, on 
Account of the Degree of Merit its preſent reformed 
and improved State, it is hoped, will be found to have 
given it; and the general and ſtanding Uſe it is fitted 


to be of, as the beſt and moſt uſeful Compendium of 


the Holy Scriptures extant in our own, or, perhaps, in 


any other Language. It lies, Gentlemen, much in your 
Fower, and none can. doubt your Zeal, whoſe benefi- 
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F. 


41. 


eent and charitable Diſpoſition is not confined to the 
ſcanty Limits of this our Nation or People, but, like 
the Sun in his Courſe, viſiting and diffuſing Light and 
Knowledge from Eaſt to Weſt, by joining your kind 
Aſſiſtance to render this Work of great Service to the 
* Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and make it anſwer the noble and 
- generous Purpoſes for which it was written; and which, 
under the Extent and Influence of fo reſpectable a Pa- 
tronage, it cannot fail to attain. I beg Leave to aſſure 
you, on my Part, that it ſhall be my conſtant Study and 
En deayour to co-operate with, and ſecond the pious 
Views both of the Society and che Author, by making 
the Expence ſo moderate and caſy to every well diſpoſed 
Perſon, as that the Diſtribution of this ſacred Expoſitor 
may be as extenſive in its Uſe, as it is in its Deſign, and 
as public and general in Benefit, as the — of * is: 
Intereſting and important. | 


Jan, 
|  GenTLEMBN, 23 C 62 
85 | - With great Reſpe#, | 
Dor - aur moſt devoted, 
nbi Servant, 


John Hinton. 
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T HE Defign of this Work ir to exhibit, int 
1 2 Method beſt adapted to convey Inſtruc- 
tion, and impreſs on the Mind the Y erities and Doc- 
trines therein taught, a rational and candid De- 
fence and Illuſtration of the Holy Scriptures ; to 
aiſplay their Authority, Uſe, and Excellency; to 
reconcile and clear up thoſe ſeeming Contradift= 
ons, Intricacies, and Difficulties, which the fre- 
quent Allufions to particular Cuſtoms little known, 
Opinions not well underſtood, the Forms of Speech, 
and Genius of the Language of thoſe Times, fo 
very different from our own, have continued in 
the Dark, and made hard to be underſtocd ; 10 
aſcertain, by the concurrent Teſtimony of prophane © 
Hiftory, thoſe Fafts which are queſtioned by no- 
dern Unbelievers ; to give a ſummary View and 
Abſtraft of the Chronology, Geography, Hiſtory, 
Polity, Commonwealth, Laws, Manners, and Ce- 
remonies-of the Jews, and of fuch other Nations 
as occur in the Courſe of the Work, and are 
properly connected with it; to collect and digeſt 
into one Body, what is diffuſed through ſeveral 
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Borte, and bring the Subſtance of all that is ne- 
geſſary to illuſtrate the Subject, within the Com- 
paſs of every Perſon's Study and. Purchaſe ; to- 
orten the Labour and Expence of more ſevere: 
\ Reſearches, and to give a competent Knowledge 
of theſe Matters to thoſe wha have not Leiſure or 


Fo Abilities for more voluminous and learned En- 


quiries; and to render it no leſs alſo a proper 
Introduftion to a more large and critical Stu- 
dy of the Scriptures; and to make the Whole a 
Repoſitory of uſeful and entertaining Knowledge. 
De Review of a Work of this Nature and 
Extent neceſſarily took up much Time, and re- 
tarded the Publication; but the Fidelity and Ex- 

aftne/s with which it has been executed, and the 

very tonfiderable Additions and Improvements 
made in this Edition, will, it it hoped, ſerve to- 
apolagiſe and. compenſate for the Delay. 
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Of the travels and number of the Iſraelites that marched from Horeb, 


under the conduct of Moſes. Of the cloudy and fiery pillar. Of the 
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| HERE have you paſt 
7 your time ſince we * 


ed r 
a Scholar... . 
| Thaverambled through the town, 
and ſpent my evenings amongſt a 
ſet of gentlemen, that have talked 
me almoſt out of my reaſon; and 
yet declare that they ate the great 
aſſertors of reaſon, -_ 
7. Pray can you recalle& any 
particulars ? 
S. They with one voice denied 


all revelation; and in particular, the 


facred {criptures contained in the 
Old and New Teſtament ; and aſ- 
ſerted the right of free-thinking fo 
poſitively, that I am almoſt per- 
ſuaded to enter into their ſociety, 
is the trick of that tribe ; 
yliej in wait to catch young, un- 
—— youth, flatter their va- 


.- hity, and then find it eaſy to draw 
them. from the way of truth. But 


2 


pray, have you no > bettes oe 

and motives upon which you pro» 

poſe to take up this reſolution? 
8. They are gentlemen of for- 


tune, and reputed to be of ſound _ 


morals and learning. | 
T. *Tis an illufion no lefs abfurd 
than common, to believe that tratb 


is the acquiſition of men of fortune, 


or probity, and of thoſe conhdent 

pretenders to literature, that know 
any thing more than ourſelves. In 
an enquiry after truth, no autho- 
rity ſhould be given to qualities that 

contribute nothing to the diſcovery 
of jt. Regard ſhould be had to age, 
learning, fag, experience, exact- . 
neſs, diligence, and judgment, ag 
theſe beft qualify men for the ſearch 


of, and fo are moſt” likely to find 
out truth; but yet theſe are to be 


weighed with care, and afterwards 
compariſon to be made between 


them and the contrary reaſons; for 
* of theſe i in Ran 


thing. 


1 
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not altogether blameable. 
reverence m learned and virtuous 
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thing certain can be concluded ; 
ſince falſe epinions have been ap- 
proved by perſons eminent | for a 


* great ſhare of the above-mentioned 
qualities. But pray how long have 


you known them, that you enter- 
tain fo an opinion of them ? 
S. My acquaintance with them 


is very ſhort, 


T. And pray: Have not you heard 


+ gentlemen of as good fortune, mo- 


ralr,. and learning, and your ac- 


_ quaintance, from the time you can 


remember, diſcourſe of, and teach 
you the very contrary truths ; that 
God has graciouſly revealed his 
whole will to mankind in the ſcrip- 


fures or writings of the Old and 


New Teſtament; and that the com- 
mon. pretence to free-thinking, is 
the high way to free-living, and 
.departing from the means of ſalva- 
tion? How chen can you think to 
riſque the ruin of your ſoul, by pre- 
Ferring their ſtrange doAtrine to the 
ſoundneſs of your own education ? 
S8. I muſt confeſs upon reflection, 
my reſolution appears ſomewhat too 
ſudden, and inconſiderate, yet it is 


highly 
inſtructors: But I cannot ſay they 


ſhewed ſo much diligence to pre- 
pare me againſt the oppoſets of re- 


velation, as theſe gentlemen exert 


their talents to gain a proſelyte. 


Nor, though I was at ſchool made 


to read my bible twice over, did 
my teacher ſeem to extend his care 
am further, than to form my voice, 
and compleat me in a proper arti- 
ceulate method of reading; ſo that 
for any knowledge I have attained 


+of . the: ſcriptures ys, 1 might 
as well have read the hiſtory of Tom 
8 


% 


T. It is true, Children are ne- 
ver expected to commence e 
politors in their tender years But 
is that any reaſon now when you 
are grown to maturity, and capa- 
ble of receiving ſtrong impreſſions, 
that you ſhculd be deaf to your pa- 
rents, friends, guardians, and de 
repeated advice of your publie and 
private teachers and tutors, and 


take up and follow after the con- 


demned and dangerous inventions 
of a few, ſtrange, and-it may be il- 
literate, or at leaſt deſigning men; 
whoſe only pleaſure is to draw o- 
thers into the ſame condemnation 
with themſelves? But however, not 
to judge of things from men, (tho 
it is indeed too common to think 
the worſe of any opinion, becauſe 
of thoſe who profeſs it) it doth not 
follow that Deiſm is true, becauſe 
its profeſſors may be moral men 
or that revealed religion and chri- 
ſtianity are falſe, _ becauſe ſome 
chriſtians are a ſcandal to their ho- 
ly profeffion. And what is mate- 
rial to obſerve to you is, that the 
want of ſettled principles mult cauſe 
you to live at random; and that 
principles adopted, merely becauſe 
they are the opinions in v 

is making the world the ſtandard 
of your practice and perſuaſions. 
Weak and ſuperficial principles, 
grounded on paſſion, or uncertain- 
ty, can only ſupport you in the 


practice of indifferent duties and 


actions: For talking and difputing 


indeed. any kind of principles will 
ſerve; but for living atd dying, they 
muſt be of the firmeſt and moſt cr- 


tain ſort, ſuch as admiilt of ho ſuſ- 


. picion, of miſtake, or of any man- 
ner of uncertainty ? Will you hear 
A 
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J. Ves; and from my opinion 
of your integrity and ability prefer 
your advice and inſtruction to any 
other. | | 

T. I will then undertake to un- 
deceive you, provided you be can- 
did and explicit in relating their 
objections, which ſeem to have 
ſwayed with you ſo much, againſt 
revelation, What were they ? 

S. They complimented, me with 
the ſtile of a promiſing youth; and 
finding me quite unprepared to rea- 
ſon with them from the Scriptures, 
they denied their authority and di- 


vinity; and ' endeavoured to per- 


ſuade me that the igt of reaſon is 
our perfect and unerring guide, and 


that the /aw of nature is the only 


rule and meaſure of our whole duty 
to God and man. * | 
T. I willſhew you the fallacy 
and falſhood of this aſſertion. The 
faculty of reaſon is, no doubt, eſſen- 


tial to men, and is our diſtinguiſh- 


ing privilege and ornament above 
the brute creation. Yet there can 
be as: little doubt but it varies 
much in different perſons, accord- 
ing to the different meafure of un- 
derſtanding they may be ſaid to 
bring with them into the world, 
and their different education and 
advantages of knowledge; and, at 
the very beſt, is inferior to what 
it may be ſuppoſed to have been at 
the creation — As it is dependent 
on à body and ſubſervient to the 
ſenſes, theſe ſet limits to it which 
it cannot paſs; and the force of out- 
ward impreſſions, the falſe report 
of the ſenſes, and the deprayity of 
the will influence and diſorder it. 
In moſt things, there is a mixture 
of error and of truth, which owe 
their riſe to the want or perverſion 


of human underſtanding, and it 
requires a larger extent of know- 
ledge, and happier diſcernment, 
than falls to moſt men's ſhares to 
be able to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh 
them. If the rule then which ſhould 
direct man be itſelf perverted, there 
is no meaſure left to adjuſt his con- 
duct; no clue to conduct him ſafe- 
ly through the mazes of error, and 
the deluſions of judgment; nor exi- 
terion to diſtinguiſh the truth if he 
ſhould arrive at it.— And there are 
many things which it is impoſſible 
we ſhould underſtand, being igno- 
rant of the principles which lead 
to. the truth, or becauſe they are 
above the reach of our capacities 
and underſtandings, With how 
little propriety and juſtice then can 
it be aflerted, that rea/az,. eve 
man's reaſon, is the ſtandard oſ — 4 
is of itſelf able to carry human na- 
ture to its higheſt perfection 3 i 
able to ſee and comprehend Fn | 
things, with their ſeveral . 
fitneſſes, and obligations; and 18 
the only perfect rule and meaſure. 


of duty and of knowledge ;; and that 


every man need only to ſearch his 
own head and heart for what is a- 
greeable to himſelf, and that to pur- 
ſue is the whole of what is required 
of him, and will be his virtue and 
his happineſs? , *- 46a 

But it is not the imperf271anron- 
ly, but the depravity alſo of human 
reaſon, that diſqualifies it from be- 


ing alone a ſafe, perfect and ſuffi- 


cient guide, and rule of duty. All 
the extravagancies of the ãmagina- 


tion, all the abſurdities and cantra- 


dict iont in human life and human 


actions, the wrong as well as right 
opinions and ſentiments which men 


caſually adopt, the mutability of 
3 2 e -+/-4 3% 4008 


4 
our tempers, and corruption of our 
hearts flow all from the ſame ſpring. 
from the ſame common principle of 
action in us; which is of ſo various 
and doubtful a nature we ſee, that 
it is productive of vice as well as 
virtue, and capable of leading us 
into error, as well as diſcovering 
truth. 
This may be well exemplified by 
the ignorance, inconſiſtency, and, if 
I may be allowed to ſay, the vi- 
ciouscuſtoms and debauched practi- 
ſes of the Heathen philoſophers. Ar:- 
flotle and his ſchool held all things 
to be eternal; whereas the Epicu- 
rzans imputed them to chance: and 
none of them could dive into the 
true origin of Evil; nor preſcribe 
in what manner, and with what 
kind of external ſervice God might 
be acceptably worſhipped: but they 
ſometimes equalled themſelves to 
the gods, whom they worſhipped. 
Socrates owned that he was ſenſible 
of his own ignorance, and knew 
nothing. They difagreed ſo much 
about the ſupreme happineſs of man, 
that Tally ſays, it is impoſlible to 
reckon up their different ſentiments. 
Their notions concerning the im- 
mortality of the — and à future 
fate, were equally as weak and un- 
certain; neither had they any no- 


tion of the reſurretion of the body. 


This ignorance gave a looſe to all 
manner of immorality and viciouſ- 
neſs. Revenge, ſelf murder, forni- 
cation, unnatural luſt, inceſt, and 
ſeveral other notorious vices were 
not thought forbidden; an account 
whereof may be ſeen in Diogenes 
Laertius, and other writers: yet 
none will pretend to ſay, that So- 
crates,” Plato, Ariſtotle, Tully, Se- 
Fees, Epiietus, and Antoninus, want- 


juſt, that we may well think 
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ed the light of reaſon, The wiſeſt 
of thoſe were not aſhamed to con- 
feſs their ignorance and blindneſs. 
Therefore to begin and diſcover our 
duty in all points, with all its true 
motives, merely by the help of na- 
tural reaſon, is not to be expected, 
and conſequently the light of rea- 
fon cannot be our perfect and uner- 
ring guide. Are you ſatisfied as to 
this point? a 
S. I am convinced that human 
reaſon in its preſent depraved ſtate 
is capable of bad as well as good 
impreſſions, according to the exam- 
ples we fee, or the means of our 
education; is the ſole agent of all 
the evil, as well as of all the good 
we do; and in its perfection unable 
to ſettle any certain rule of morality 
and duty. And I ſhould be glad to 
be as thoroughly convinced of the 
fallacy ana falſhood of their argu- 
ments againſt the authority and di. 
vinity of the ſcriptures — © 
T. What are their Arguments? 
S. Firſt, They ſay that it is im- 
poſſible, conſidering the mighty 
pretenſions to divine revelation by 
different ſects, to arrive at the 
knowledge of a true revelation; 
and conſequently that the Bible is 
falſe. W | 
T. The marks and tokens where- 
by to judge at all times of the truth 


of a reyelation are the credibility of 


the perſon who brings it; the ex- 
cellency of the doctrine contained 
therein, and the divine proof he 
gives thereof, Do you believe this? 
S. Yes. | | 
T. Well then; what think you 
of Moſes, that man of God, whoſe 
declining all popularity and ſelf-in- 
tereſt ſhewed himſelf ſo wiſe and 
him | 
as 
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as unlikely to be impoſed upon 
himſelf, as unwilling to impoſe 
upon others; who, as an Hiſtorian, 
"related fas, neceſſary for men to 
know, and becoming the nature 
and majeſty of God to reveal; as a 
Legiſlator, gave laws and ordi- 
nances, which. had a manifeſt ftamp 
of diving.authority ; as a Prophet, 
foretold duch things, as none but 
God could foreſee; and who, as 
a worker of miracles, did ſuch things 
2s had all imaginabl® evidence of 
an Almighty Power aſſiſting him. 
Will not this convince you that 
what he did, was by the order and 
appointment of God; that what he 
delivered, was expreſs) / the will, and 
what he wrote was infallibly the 
word of God, who cannot be an 
abetter of falſhood ? And, 

As to the Prophets, it can be 
proved that they were men of /6- 
briety, good education, and void of 
all craft and diſſimulation; no dif- 
ficulties nor dangers deterred them 
from the duty of their office; they 
taught nothing but what was agree- 
able to the divine attributes, and the 
reaſons and relations of things? di/- 
covered things of the greateſt impor- 
tance; foretold events, which none 
but God could know ; and performed 
works, which none but God could 
do ; gave all imaginable evidence 
of the truth of their commiſſion, 
and ſome of them ſealed it with 
their blood, What then can you 
deſire more to convince you alſo 
that the books written by Ado/es 
and the Prophets are of divine 
authority, and revealed by God 
Of Jeu Chriſt, and the authors of 
the New.Teflament, I may have oc- 
caſion to ſay more hereafter. 

S. So far I am agreed with you. 
But my next difficulty is, How 


Ly 
can it at this diſtance of time be 
proved, that the books which now 
go under the name of /Aoſes and 
the Prophets, are genuine, and 
wrote by thoſe, to. whom they are 
aſcribed ? | 

T. Since it was the eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom inthe Few; church to read 
the Law and the Prophets eyery 
Sabbath day in the ſynagogue, and 
theſe books were tranſlated into 


Greek by the heathens, almoſt 300 


years before Chriſt ; and both the 
Old and New Te/taments have been 
uſually read at leaſt one day in every 
week in chriſtian aſſemblies, and 
moſt frequently twice on every day, 
And ſince it is evident that the fre- 


quent offices of religion, and pub- 


lic ſolemn feſtivals, enjoined there- 
by, have been conſtantly and pub- 
lickly celebrated, and the, laws con» 
tained therein, have been currently 
and generally applied and exerciſed 
from time to time, it muſt be ridi- 
culous and abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
theſe writings were not always, and 
are not ſtill genuine and uncorrupt- 
ed, and the wor k of thoſe authors, 
to whom they are aſcribed. | 

I might appeal to men of com- 
mon ſenſe, that if ſucceeding genera- 
tions of the Jetus had not lain under 
the ſtrongeſt convictions, that the 
authority of theſe writings was as 


ſacred as the Authors of them had 


pretended it to be; they would 
certainly, for the credit of their on 
nation, have entirely either ſuppreſ- 
ſed them, or at leaſt not vindicated 
their authority with ſo much zeal: 
for they were the compoſition of 
thoſe inſpired perſons, whom their 
fore-fathers had moſt ſcandalouſly, 


ungratefully, and impiouſly affront- 


ed, inſulted, oppoſed, perſecuted, 
and even tortured and murdered, 
B 3 becauſe 


becauſe they had been the meſſen- 
gers of the plain unwelcome truths 
contained therein. Believe me, a 
national ignominy and reproach 
have never uſed to be the motive for 
favouring and eſtabliſhing a public 
impoſture or error. 

t is not inconſiſtent with the ho- 
nour and attribuges of God, to ſuf- 
fer an impoſture, that is ſo eaſy to 
be diſcovered as the Alcoran, or the 
like, to keep its footing in the 
world : But that God ſhould ſuffer 
& book, that pretends to ſuch marks 
of truth and authority, to make its 
way, and even in his name for fo 
many mores ages than ever any o- 
ther book or writing did, through 
all the uſual ſhocks and attacks of 
age and time, through all thoſe ca- 
ſualties and changes, to which e- 
ven monuments of braſs and mar- 
ble ſubmit much ſooner, and in 
ſpight of all the malice of ſuch in- 
veterate powerful, and numerous 

enemies all along, is not only high- 
| improbable, but in the nature of 

e thing plainly impoſſible. For 
God can neither deceive nor be de- 
Ceived, ET. 
S8. This ſeems to be concluſive 
for the genuineneſs of the books: 
but, How ſhall T be able to judge 
of the true ſenſe of them in the 
midft of the various readings ? - 
This objection, if at all con- 
Eluſive againſt the ſacred writings, 
is much more ſo againſt all ancient 
boats, that haye paſſed through the 
Hands of ſeveral amanuenſes, and 
many editions in print. And there- 
fore as it muſt prove too much, it 
in reaſon proves nothing at all. 
However, when all thoſe various 
readings are compared, and conſi- 


gere attentively, they will appear 
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to be inconfiderable, and no way 


affect our faith or our morals, and 
conſiſt chiefly in words that are en- 
tirely ſynonymous, or merely ex- 
pletives, or are ſuch manifeſt er- 
rors, as a critical analogy and gram- 
mar will ſerve to correct. The 


moſt important diverſity relates to 


chronology 3 but the account of 
time, eſpecially in the fie ages, is 
of no conſequence to our believing 
right, or to qur living well. And 
God has ve pleaſed to act in fo 
liberal a manner towards us, that 


the neceſſary parts of our duty, and 


the fundamentals of our ſalvation, 
are frequently repeated in the ſerip- 
tures ;3* and if in one place they 
ſhould be more obſcurely or leſs 
aptly expreſſed, the defect is ſup · 
plied in- anothef, and in' no one 
place is the text fo mangled or diſ- 
torted av to deſtroy any article of 
faith. But, if you deſire greater 
evidence, and a more ſatisfacto 

anſwer, I refer you to that — 
lent diſcourſe of free- thinking, pub- 
liſhed by Phileleutherus Lipftenſis. 
S. But what ſticks with me moſt 
of all their objections, is the inac- 
curacy of the Style, and the little 


uſe, and knowledge to be acquired 


from reading the Scriptures, 
T. As to the ſtyle, you are much 
deceived. Read the bible without 


-prejudice and you will ſoon be con- 
vinced that it pleaſes by its exact- 


neſs; its inſtructions are delightful ; 
and it contains nothing'that is poor, 
mean, or ſuperfluous, Its compari- 
ſons and deſcriptions; according to 


the manner of the eaſtern nations, 


are bold, but exact and noble, the 
ſtyle being every where adorned 
with neceſſary, eaſy, and natural 


metaphors,—Theſe divine compoſi- 
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tions raiſe admiration by the ſublime 
manner wherein they ſpeak of di- 
vine things; ſtrike terror by the 
vehemency and force of expreſſion ; 
excite to a love of virtue, and ha- 
tred of vice, by the lively deſcrip- 
tion they give of both; aſtoniſh by 
the ſeverity of the threatenings in 
them ; animate and encourage by 
the ſweetneſs of their promiſes ; in- 
ſpire with zeal through a divine 
fire of which they are full: ſo that 
there is no book more proper to 
work upon the mind, and affect the 
heart, than the holy Scripture. 
Nay the heathen Longinus bears 
teſtimony, that the ſtyle of Moſes is 
exceeding ſublime and lofty. 

S. What does this relate to the 
uſeful and entertaining 4#nowledge, 
which I expect now to reap from 
every book I read? 

That is the very deſign of put- 
ting theſe ſacred books into your 
hands, to inſtruct you in all kinds 
of polite literature. The Bible is 
the fountain of all neceſſary know- 
ledge, and is very far from being 
barren, with regard to ſuch points 
as are moſt entertaining. 

Would you know whence na- 
tural philoſophy, with a/lronomy and 
other appendages on it, are ſaid to 
derive their original; I would re- 
commend the reading of Geneſis 
and Fob, For ethicks, or moral pre- 
cepts, ſearch the ſacred and ſen- 
tentious Proverbs, and Wiſdom of 
Solomon and Eccleſiaſtes. Geneſis, 
Exodus, Jaſbua, Judges, &c. fur- 
niſh you with- the moſt ancient, 
certain, regular and pleaſant hie- 
ry, diverſified with great variety 
of narration, and tho' not deſigned 
for an univerſal hiſtory, or to ex- 
hibit a complete ſyſtem of chronolo- 
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y, it may be affirmed no one book 
in the world gives ſo great helps 
this way. Here you need not fear 
the enſnaring ſophiſtry of the craf- 
ty; forall is ſolid andgrue, Geometry 
plainly appears in the building of 
the tabernacle; and the working 
in metals and wood was known long 
before the building of Solomon 's 
temple. 
ſhew that gardening, huſbandry, 
paſturage of cattle, & c. MAuſic, 


So I could proceed and 


phyfic, anatomy, and all manner of 


learning, languages, arts, and ſci- 
ences are comprehended within 


thoſe ſacred pages, which may be 


properly ſaid to be filled with uſe- 
ful wiſdom accommodated - by\the 
Holy Ghoſt to all places, times, 
and perſons in the greateſt emer- 
gencies. From hence the martyrs 
draw conſtancy and courage, the 
learned gain wiſdom and eloquence, 
the orthodox are confirmed in the 
faith, and confute error, From 
hence we learn humility and mo- 


deſty, magnanimity and patience, | | 


honeſt zeal and true piety, and 


every thing that is uſefu] in the 


conduct of human life, as well as 
the means of obtaining a happy fu- 
ture ſtate. 10 
Here only you will be able to 
find a true account of the riſe and 
fall, of the virtues and vices, of 
the moſt early kingdoms, and ſtates 
of the world ; and by their exam- 
le learn to. be wiſe and happy. 
hoſe courage can vie with Da- 
vid's in his encounter with Go- 
liah? whoſe chaſtity is to be com- 
pared to the continence of Foſeph ? 
whoſe obedience to the voice of 
God can equal Abraham's intend- 


ed victim of his own ſon Shoe 
Nor can any hiſtory produce, for 
B 4 : forti- 
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fortitude and ſucceſs, ſuch warlike 
heroes as Moſes, Foſhua, Sampſon, 
Gideon, David and Saul, who 
with a handful of men, inſpired 
with more than human courage, - 


vanquiſhed an incredible number 
of their enemies, while the 'very 
elements conſpired and fought on 
their ſide. 

And I can affure you, that whilſt 
you make the holy Scriptures your 
ſtudy, they will arm you againſt 
all terrors and temptations, that op- 
poſe or hinder you in the proſecu- 
tion of an honeſt and virtuous life; 
and furniſh you with ſuch conſola- 
tion, hope, and courage, that be- 
ing firmly perſuaded that you live 


according to the will, and under the 


protection of the Almighty, and in 
His favour, you will be able to un- 
dergo torments and death itſelf in 
the moſt dreadful circumſtances 
theſe can be ſuppoſed to be attend- 
ed with. 

Conſequently, he who deſires to 
appear in the capacity of a ſcholar, 
of a critic, or a chronologer, an hiſ- 
torian, an orator, a diſputant, a laws 
yer, a ſtateſman, a pleader, or a 
preacher, muſt not be unacquainted 
with this inexhauſtible fund. There- 
fore whatever the | /coffers of this 
age, or the lovers of 2 and ſin- 
gularity may think, I could ſhew 
you, that in former days, men of all 
orders and degrees, of the higheſt 

ation in life, as well as capacity in 
knowledge, of polite parts as well 
as of ſolid judgments, and who moſt 
excelled in all branches of litera- 
ture, have always held the ſcrip- 
tures in ſingular veneration ; have 
employed their wit and eloquence 
in their praiſe, and thought their 


5 enobled by the dignity of theſe 
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S. I ſhould be glad to hear you 
mention ſome of theſe perſons of 
the highe/# rank, that have ſhewn 
ſuch great reſpe& to the Bible, 

T. I will: David was a powerful 
prince, a mighty warrior and con- 
queror : yet he ſays, that the law 
of the Lord is more precious than 
gold, and ſweeter than honey and 
the honey-comb ; that he was in/trudt- 
ed thereby, and expected a great 
reward for his obedience thereto, — 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, who though 
he was a heathen, and one of the 
moſt learned men, and the greateſt 
monarch of his age, ordered the Bi- 
ble to be tranſlated into his own 
tongue, and placed in the magni- 
ficent library he built. Longinu: 
muſt be acknowledged a noble judge 
of all kind of eloquence, and yet he 
ſeems to praiſe- and admire the elo- 
quence of Moſes above any other 
author. I wave the teſtimony, of 
St. Paul, and the eloquent orators 
of the antient church, who adore 
the plenitude of the ſcriptures and 
recommend their doctrine; becauſe 
theſe may be thought partial in their 
judgments; and only defire you to 
treaſure up the ſaying of Robert, 
the King of Sicily, That thoſe holy 

letters were dearer to him than his | 
kingdom ; and follow the example | 
of thoſe excellent and illuſtrious per- 
ſons Mr. Selden, Sir Charles Wolſeley, 
Sir Matthew Hale, Mr. Addiſon, 
Sir George Lyttleton, Mr. Ne, our 
profound logician, Mr. Locke ; the 
great philoſophers, Lord Bacon and 
Mr. Boyle; and the incomparable 
Sir Iſaac Newton. Did not Mil- 
ton take his plan, and moſt of the 
diction of his lofty poems from the 


Bible? and Gowley, Buchanan, and 


ing 


Prier, thought not their lear 
| nor 
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nor ingenuity miſemployed in em- 
delliſhing, tranſlating and para- 
phraſing on ſome parts thereof; 
not to mention the many great 
and learned men that have been 
concerned in the various tranſla- 
tions of holy writ. 

$. I muſt aſk you one queſtion 
more. When were the Scriptures 
divided into chapters and verſes ? 

T. The whole Pentateuch before 
the Babyloniſh captivity was divided 
into 52 larger ſect ions, accordi 
to the number of Sabbaths in one 
year, one ſection being read con- 
ſtantly every Sabbath- day. After 
their return from that captivity 
which laſted 60 years, the com- 
mon people born in Babylon, hav- 
ing in a great meaſure forgot their 
mother tongue, in which the law 
was written, for they ſung not the 


Lord's ſong in a ftrange land, 


there was a neceſſity to appoint 
an Interpreter or Tranſlator of the 
law, when it was read in the ſy- 
nagogue ; ſo that the reader be- 
ing obliged to ſtop at proper pe- 
riods for the Interpreter to render 


the original in the vulgar tongue, 


he made a mark thus: at every 
pauſe, which was called thence- 
forward the verſe, Thus began the 
diviſion into ſections and verſes. 
But the preſent diviſion into chap- 
ters and numerical verſes, did not 
properly take place till about the 
year 1438 after Crit, when Rab- 
bi Nathan, taking the hint from 


the numerical letters of Huge de 


Sando Clara, began it in the He- 
brew Bible: and not in the Gree# 


nor Latin Bible till the editions of 
Vetablus, and Robert Stephens's 
Greek New Teſtament ; which me- 
thod has been obſerved ever ſince 
in all languages, as moſt uſeful for 
references to thoſe divine books, 
Thus I have given you, I hope, 
full ſatisfaction, as to thoſe popular 
topicks, by which you ſeemed to 
be deterred from reading and ſtu- 
dying the Scriptures. I doubt not 
of the ſincerity of your belief, that 
they are genuine and uſeful, and 
preferrable to any other writings for 
reproof,, for correction, for inſtruc- 
tion in righteouſneſs : But that you 
may be able to withſtand all future 
attempts to ſeduce you from this 
belief, and that you may be h- 
roughly furniſhed untaall good works, 
I would adviſe you to ſearch the 
Scriptures ; and whatever you find 
obſcure, difficult, or ſeemingly con- 
tradictory, I am ready to illuſtrate, 
explain, and reconcile,” that you 
may be able not only to give a rea- 
ſon of the faith you profeſs, but to 
ſtop the mouth of the noiſy ſcoffer ; 
and to convince every ſober and 
impartial enquirer, that great is the 
peace, which they have, who love 
the law: of the Lord, and are not 
offended at it. | 
S. Sir, I accept of your advice, 
and will prepare myſelf for its im- 
mediate performance. - But in re- 
gard to my ignorance and frailty, I 
hope you will condeſcend to anſwer 
the meaneſt of my queſtions. | 
T. I will hear all that you have 
to ſay, and anſwer every particular 
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Including the Creation of the World and the Fall of Man, with 
his Excluſion from e and the Nature of his Sin. | 


| Scholar. 

TW HY is this Book called 
| W the Bible, and the Scrip- 

tures of the Old and 
Nero. 7 ament? 

Tutor. The name Bible, is de- 
rived from Biblos, a Book ; ſo that 
by the Bible we underſtand, by way 
of excellency, the Book of ooks, 

or. the moſt excellent Book. — It is 
called the Scriptures or Writings, 
becauſe-it-contains the beſt of all 
writings; containing the old law 
given by Moſes, and the new law 
given by Chrift, 

S. How is the Bible devided 4 

T. It is, , divided into the 


Old and New Teftament : The Old 
containing the ftate of the church- 


of God among the Jews; the 
New containing the doctrine and 
privileges of the chriſtian church 
over all the world. Then the 
Old Teſtament is divided into the 
Law, and the Prophets, making 
in all 24 books; and the New, 
into the Goſpels, Acis of the A- 
$9ftles, Epiſtles and Revelations, 


in all- 27 books. To theſe. are 
added thoſe books called the Apo- 
crypha, which contain the latter 
hiſtory of the Jews, and many 
good exhortations and rules of 
manners; but are not admitted to 


be of divine authority, becauſe not 


proved to be written by inſpired” 
perſons. - 

S. In how many books is the 
law contained? 

T. In theſe five, Genefis,. Exo- 
dus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deutero- 

nomy, which are therefore called 
the five books of Moſes, or the 
Pentateuch, which word ſignifies 
the five-fold volume. 

S. Why i is the firſt book called 
Geneſis 2 

. Becauſe it treats of the crea- 

tion of the world, the beginning 
and formation of man, and of all 
other creatures. The word Gene- 


is ſignifying the original or firſt 


beginning. 
S. How many years does this 


hook Jackede } 


7. Two-thouſand three-hun- 
dred 


. 
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and Sea and all that tn Gem . 


dred ſixty-nine, beginning with 
the world, and concluding with 
the death of the patriarch Foſeph. 
During which time, you read of 
the creation of the world, and of 
all things therein; of the obſerva- 
tion of the Sabbath, and the in- 
ſtitution of marriage; the fall of 
our firſt parents, and of ſin and 
death entering into the world; the 
promiſe of grace and redemption, 
dy the ſeed of the woman; the 
birth of Cain and Abel; the flood ; 
the original of nations; the con- 
fuſion of languages; God's cove- 
nant with Abraham, and his re- 
newing of it with Iſaac and Jacob, 
and the ſeveral very remarkable 
circumſtances which attend each 
of theſe periods. | 
mean 


S. What do you by the 
creation of the world, and all 
things therein? | 


T. In the beginning of time'God 
created, or produced out of no- 
thing, the heaven and the earth, 
or the confuſed maſs and heap of 
matter, by ſome authors called the 
Chaos; and in the ſame inſtant he 
could have given it a form and mo- 
tion; but for wiſe and inſtructive 
ends, he ſpent fix days in this 
work. | 

S. What do you mean here by 
heaven ? © 

T. I underſtand all that part of 
the univerſe, which ſurrounds this 
globe of earth, and is not included 
therein. | 30 

S, Was this chaos a'pre-exiſtent 
matter? ; 

T. This chaos was a ffuid maſs, 


wherein were the elements and ma- 
moving upon the face of the waters, 


terials of all bodies; but ſo confu- 
ſedly mingled, that heavy and light, 
denſe and rare, fluid and ſolid par- 
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ticles were jumbled together, with- 
out any ſeparation into land, and 
fea, continents, iſlands, &c. And 
the atoms, or ſmall conſtituent parts 
of fire, air, water, and earth (now 
called the four elements) were eve- 
ry one in every place, and al/ in a 
wild conſuſion and diſorder; be- 
cauſe the light was buried in the 
vaſt abyſs, and darkneſs was 
the for the . | K's 
. How did God proceed ? 

T. On the fir day God crea- 
ted light. At his word or will, the 
light ſhone out; and upon this all 
the confuſed ſtagnating particles of 
matter to range into form 
and order. The dull, heavy, and 
terrene parts, retired at once to 
their reſpective centers; the lighter 
mounted up; and, the lucid and 
fiery particles aſcending fill high- 
er, and by the divine command, 
meeting together in a body, and 
put into a rapid motion, formed 
light which God divided from the 
darkneſs, which ſtill ſubſiſted in 
other parts where it had not ſhone. 
And-all this was done within 'the 
compaſs of one natural day, which 
conſiſts of evening and morning. 

S. What is the meaning of the 
Spirit of God moving upon the 
face of the waters ? n 

T. The conſtant interpretation 
of this phraſe by the church, di- 
res us to underſtand thereby the 


Holy Gboſt or Third Perſon of the 


blefled Trinity: But ſome anno- 
tators have rather ſuppoſed this 


ſpirit to be the wind,” or aerial 


body; and others call it the Sou! 
the World. And by the ſpirit's 


is denoted a vital fruitfulneſs com- 
municated to them by the inviſible 
power 


power of God, in order to their 
production of other creatures; or, 
if the new theory be true, the ſpi- 
rit of God moved the ſurface of 
the globe, and thereby gave it its 
diurnal motion. 
On the ſecend day, God com- 
manded a Firmoment to be made, 
and fretched out the Heavens like 
@ curtain; this is that expanſion 
or region of the air, which ap- 
pears to our eyes like a vaſt co- 
vering ſpread over ſublunary be- 
ings ; by this the waters were di- 
vided, a ſufficient quantity being 
reſerved above, and diſmiſſed to 
their ſeveral planets, poſſibly to 
keep the light and heat of the 
ſun, c. directed and compreſſed 
towards the earth; or to qualify 
and flake the predominant - and 
parching heat or fire of the ther, 
which otherwiſe muſt have con- 
_ ſumed the lower world; and thoſe 
that were caſt below the firma- 
ment, are what we now enjoy un- 
der ſeveral names of ſeas, rivers, 
fountains, Sc. 
On the third day, light and air 
having been diſintangled and ex- 
tracted from the Chaos, but the 
earth and water {till exiſting, God 
commanded- the -waters to be ga- 
thered into one place, by the name 
of ſeas, and the dry land to appear, 
by the name of earth; whereupon 
the mighty mountains inſtantly 
reared up their heads, and the wa- 
ters falling every way from their 
fades, ran into thoſe large extended 
vallies, which this ſwelling of the 
earth in ſome places had made for 
their reception in others. He but 
+ vas ſea, ſaying, hitherto ſhall 
thou come, but no further; and here 


Hall thy proud waves be fayed. 


reſpective orbits, 
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Then he furniſhed the earth with 
ſuch things as were proper both for 
man and beaſt; for he no ſooner 
had given motion to the waters, ⁵ 
and commanded the earth to bring ü 
forth graſs, herbs, and fruit-trees, 
but it was immediately poſſeſſed of ä 
a prolihe virtue, and adorned with ü 
a beautiful carpet of flowers, plants, ⁵ 
and trees of all forts, which were 
endued with their reſpective /Jeeds 
in order to propagate their tine 
even unto the end of the world. 

On the fourth day, God taking 
the maſs of fiery light mentioned 
in the work of the firſt day, form- 
ed it into a proper orb, placed it 
at a convenient diſtance from the 
earth, and other planets and ſtars 
then made alſo. This is the glo- 
rious body of the Sun, which gives 
light by day, and darting its rays i 
upon the ſolid ſurface of the Moon, 
made at the ſame time, enabled | 
that orb @l/o to give light by re- 
flection to the inhabitants of the 
earth by night. 900 

S. So that, if I underftand right, 
the Sun and Moon were this day 
not created, but formed out of the 
matter created on the firſt day, and | 
now only made to ſerve new pur- 
poſes, to which they were now ap- 
plied and adapted, by means of the 
earth's and moon's mots in their | 
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T. You take it right. 

S. How could there be threedays 
before there was one ſun? 

T. Thoſe three days were ſo ma- 
ny portions of time equal to that of 
a day; or ſuch periods and diſtinc- 
tions of time, as God was pleaſed to 
divide his work of creation by. 


S. What are thoſe purpoſes they 
are now made to ſerve ? ＋ 5 
| By 
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Sat By the Sun's courſe of twen- 
ty-four hours, it makes a day; by 
the change of the Moon, it makes a 
month; and by the apparent revo- 
lution of the Sun, to the ſame paint 
of the ecliptic line, it makes not on- 
ly a year, but likewiſe occaſions a 
grateful variety of ſeaſons in the ſe- 
veral parts of the earth, gradually 


y and /ucct/ively viſited by the Sun- 


beams. Then, 

On the fifth day, God ſtortd the 
waters with all kind of fiſh, and the 
earth with fowls ; ſome vaſtly big to 
difplay the wonders of his creating 
power, and ſome extremely ſmall, to 
ſhew the goodneſs of his indulgent 
providence; at the ſame time giv- 
ing them a prolific virtue, and a 
natural inſtindt for generation, 
whereby they might preſerve their 
ſpecies and multiply their indivi- 
duals. 

On the fixth day cattle, creep- 
ing things, and beaſts of the earth 
were produced, and God having 
furniſhed the univerſe both with 
neceſſaries, and a great variety of 
agreeable objects, he concludes the 
works of creation by making the 
firſt parent of mankind after his 
own image. Man being thus made, 
God bleſſed him with fruitfulneſs 
to repleniſh the earth with his own 
offspring, and with dominion over 
all other creatures ; and gave him 
the natural produce of the whole 
earth for his ſuſtenance and plea- 
ſure, 

S. What is meant by God's cre- 
ating man in his own image? 

That God endowed man with 
reaſon, liberty, knowledge, righ- 
teouſneſs, and true holineſs, writing 
his law on his heart, and giving 


13 
of God in man does alfo conſiſt in 
his dominion over the other crea» 
tures, He was God's repreſentative 
upon earth, and was qualified for 
ſuch a command by the dignity 
and rectitude of his mind, enabling 
him to know, converſe with, fear, 
worſhip, honour, glorify, and obey 
God; and to command and apply 
other creatures to his own uſe and 
benefit. Accordingly he firſt gave 
them all names proper to and ex- 
preſſive of their ſeveral natures. 
S. Was not Eve, the firſt wo- 
man, created on the ſame day with 
Adam the firſt man? | 
T. Yes, as you read it inthe 27th 
xth day, male and 


verſe; in the þ 


female created he them, And there- 


fore the hiſtorian only re- aſſumes 
the argument in the ſecand chap- 
ter, to give us a more full and par- 
ticular account of the "woman's 
origin, which was but briefly de- 
livered, or rather only hinted at, in 
the fir/f. 

S. How were they created? 

T. Man was formed out of the 
duſt of the ground, which became 
a living foul by the Almighty's 
breathing into his noſtrils the breath 
of life and the woman was made 
of the ſubſtance of the man's bo- 
dy taken from near his ſide, which 
became alſo a living ſoul when God 
had breathed into her the breath of 
life. | 
? als this, God having cloſed 
the work of creation, and pro- 
nounced all that he had made to 
be very good, that is, endued with 
all thoſe: perfections which were 
ſaitable to their ſeveral beings; he 
reſted from all his work, he produ- 
ced no more creatures, and ſantłi- 


him power to fulfil it. The image fied and ſet apart n 
| | enſuing 
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enſuing day, as a time of ſolemn 
reſt and rejoicing for ever after; 
that man might therein conſider the 
excellency of the creation, and 
God's goodneſs towards him. 


S. Is this account agreeable to 


that which other nations give of wo 
Creation? 

T. No. 

8. How then ſhall I be able to 
know which is the beſt and trueſt ? 
T. By the ridiculous accounts 
given by other nations compared 
with this of Moſes. 

S. What do theſe nations pre- 
tend ? 

T. The Egyptians, from whom 
the Zpicureans borrowed their 
Hpotheſis, ſay that the world was 
made by chance, and conſequent- 
ly, that — grew out of the 
earth like pumphins. The ſtories 
that are told of Jupiter and Saturn, 
and the forming of men and women 
out of projected ſtones, are a diſgrace 
to the Grecian theology. The 
Phæniciant made air the principle 
of the univerſe, and ſuppoſed all 
intelligent creatures to be formed 
alike in the ſhape of an egg, and 
both male and female awakened 
into life by a great thunder-clap. 
And the abſurd and contrary ac- 
counts of the Chineſe and Mahome- 


fans are not leſs ridiculous ; though 


all theſe, in other reſpects, are na- 
tions of great ſagacity, But, 

Review the ſcripture account; 
there every thing is eaſy and natu- 
ral, comporting with God's ma- 
jeſty, and not repugnant to the 
principles of philoſophy; agreeing 
with the poſitions of the greateſt 
men in the heathen world, the ſen- 
timents of their wiſeſt philoſophers, 
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of the week might commemorate 


renowned poets ; ſo that were we 
to judge of Maſes, merely as an 
hiſtorian, without attending to the 
ſupernatural proofs of his writings, 
and the advantage they have above 
all others for antiquity, the very 
manner of his treating the ſubject 
gives him the preference; who, 
though he had none of thoſe ſyſtems 
before him, we now ſo much va- 
lue, gives us a better idea of things, 
in the way of an eaſy narrative, 
than any philoſopher, with all his 
rd words, and new invented 
terms, has yet- been able to do, 
either in * to ame 
brevity. + 

S. Permit me, Sir, ola * 
queſtions more before we proceed: 
Why did not God ſpeak the world 
into being at once? 

T. We muſt not too curiouſly 
indulge our fancy in aſking ſuch 
uſeleſs queſtions z_ we muſt take the 
accounts of ſcripture as we find 
them; nor can we pretend to enter 
into all the' reaſons of the divine 
councils and operations. Poſſibly 
it might pleaſe the Divine Architect 
to employ /ix days in the formation 
of the world, that the Angels there- 
by ſecing the whole texture and 
contrivance of this glorious work, 


might value, praiſe, love and ad- 
mire the Creator more, than they 


might have done, had the world 
ſtarted forth in an inſtant into this 
beautiful frame and order. And it 
poſlibly was in condeſcenſion to the 
weakneſs of our capacity that God 
is repreſented as dividing his work 
of Creation into ſtated periods 
that Man might refain clearer no- 


tions of his eternal power and god- 


head; and that every particular day 
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new and particular works for which 
we are to praiſe him. | 

S. How could there be light be- 
fore the Sun was created:? 

T. It is always allowed that the 
firſt remove from the Chaos ſhould 
be a tendency to light. And the 
light which was extracted from the 
Chaos on the firſt day, was not the 
darting of rays from a luminous 
body, ſuch as proceed now from 
the Sun, but thoſe particles of mat- 
ter only, which we call Fire, en- 
dowed with the properties of light 
and heat, which the Almighty pro- 
duced, as a proper inſtrument for 
the preparation, and digeſtion of 
all otheF matter, 

S. Why is the Moon, which is 
an opaque body, called a great light? 

7. Becauſe it is made of ſuch a 
figure as to receive the full light 
of the Sun, which by reflection, and 
by reaſon- of its proximity to the 
earth, communicates more light 
and is of more uſe and benefit to 
us than all the other planets put to- 
gether ; which the inhabitants a- 
bout the poles experience in a ſpe- 
cial manner. 

S. Why did God make the wo- 
man out of the man? a 

T. He took her out of the man's 
fide, to inculcate to them the great- 
eſt obligations to the ſtricteſt friend- 
ſhip and ſociety ina married eſtate; 
to beget the ſtrongeſt love and ſym- 
pathy between him and her, and 
all the whole race of men deſcend- 
ing from them, as parts of the ſame 
whole, and to recommend marriage 
to all mankind, as founded in na- 


tu re. 


S. I do not obſerve that the 


er in the 
Works o creation. YEW | 


T. There was no need for inen; 
tioning it in particular, for when 
God ſaid he would make a help-meet 
for man, it included the /aul, as 
well as the body of the woman, 
namely, that he would make hima 
companion of the ſame eſſential qua- 
lities with himſelf : and therefore 
the Hhiſtorian thought it needleſs to 
repreſent any thing more than the 
peculiar circumſtance in the wo- 
man's compoſition. 

S. Was man ſenſible of this work 
which God pe: formed on him, when 
he took the woman out of his /ide ? 

T. No; the man was aſlerp, and 
when he awaked was agreeably ſur- 
prized with the fair figure of a wo- 
man approaching him-in the hand 
of her Almighty maker. The in- 
nocent beauties that adorned- her 
perſon, the comlineſs of. her ſhape, 
and gracefulneſs of her geſture, the 
luſtre of her eyes, and ſweetneſs of 
her looks diſcovered themſelves 
more and more as ſhe-advanced, 
and convinced him that ſhe was bone 
of his bone, and fleſh of bis fleſh, and 
as ſuch, to be the companion of his 
life, and a partner in all his cares 
and pleaſures. Raub ni bevel 

S. Where did God put the man 
whom he had made? | 

T. In the terreſtrial paradiſe ;'a 
pleaſant and delightful-habitation 
or garden in the country of Eden, 
watered by four rivers, and ſtored 
with all kinds of trees, herbs, and 
flowers, which could any way de- 


light the ſight, the taſte or the ſmell. 


S. On what conditions did God 
place our firſt parents in paradiſe i 
T. He forbade them to eat of the 


fruit of the 274 of knowledge of good 
and evil, promiſing liſe to them and 


their paſterity on „ 


"WR 


— S 8 


16 
and death if they diſobeyed and ſin- 
ned; making this tree the proof 
and condition of continuing in that 
covenant, which God was then 
pleaſed to enter into with man, and 
giving them leave to uſe and to eat 
the fruit of all the other trees in 
the garden. 

S. Is it recorded what kind of 
tree this was ? 1 

T. No; God has not thought fit 
to reveal it; therefore it is a vain 
curioſity to enquire after it. 

S, Why is it called the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil ? 

T. Not becauſe it had any virtue 
to confer ſuch knowledge, but be- 
cauſe the devil, the more eaſily to 
ſeduce the woman, pretended that 
it had: or, becauſe when Adam had 
eaten thereof he immediately found 
that he had forſaken God's com- 
mand and done wickedly. 

S. Ho did they live in that ſtate? 


T. They were both naked ; but 


as they had no ſinful inclinations, 


nor evil concupiſcence in their 


minds, they were not aſbamed; and 


by God's appointment to ſhew his 
diſlike to idleneſs, Adam was em- 
ployed in dreſſing and keeping this 
new plantation in order. 

S. Was there a real, local, earth- 
ly place, called Eden, or was it 

y an imaginary country ? 

T. It was a real portion or part 
of the habitable world. Moſes had 
no _— paradiſe in view, but 
a place bounded with ſuch countries 
and rivers, as were well known by 
the names he gave them in his time, 
and for many ages after. 

The word Eden in Hebrew ſig- 
nifies pleaſure and delight, and 
therefore has been frequently given 
as a proper name to places re- 
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markable either for their fruitful 
ſoil or pleaſant ſituation, in which 
number, Czlo-ſyria or the hollow 
Syria is one; Armenia is another: 
but the ancient paradiſe is undoubt- 
edly loſt: the flood, at leaſt, deſtroyed 
it. All that can be ſaid towards aſcer- 
taining the place of it is, that the 
rivers mentioned by Moſes, are the 
ſureſt clue we can have to guide us 
to that part of the world where it 
was ſituated. And here the Eden 
in Chaldæa, on the banks of Eu- 
phrates, whoſe ſituation agrees beſt 
with the deſcription given by Moſes, 
and is allowed by travellers, to 
anſwer the character of pleaſure 
and fruitfulneſs he gives of it, is 
probably enough imagined to be the 
Eden and paradiſe our firſt parents 
inhabited; and is the country or 
tract of land, which lies between 
Bagdat and Baſſora. If ſo, para- 
diſe was ſituated on the eaſt · ſide of 


one of the turnings of that river, 


which the conjunction of the Tigris 
and' Euphrates makes, now called 
the' river of the Arabs, and not far 
from the place, where Erec or 
Aracca, now ſtands, at the loweſt 
great turning. | | 
S. Did they keep the covenant 
with God? | 
T. No; They did not continue 
long in this happy ſtate; for the 
devil envying their condition, and 
imagining probably, upon the firſt 
act of diſobedience they ſhould be 
deſtroyed, appeared to Eve in the 
agreeable form of a ſerpent, and 
perſuaded her to eat of the forbids 
den fruit; and ſhe prevailed with 
Adam to taſte it alſo. 
S. How did the devil addreſs 
himſelf ſo as to draw her from het 


duty to God, and to her own ruin 
T. Sata 
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F. Satan who had been originally 
created a happy angel, being ba- 
niſhed for his pride and -rebellion 
from the preſence of God, and caſt, 
with his wicked companions, into 
regions of diſhonour and unhappi- 
neſs, abandoned himſelf to all 
wickedneſs, and reſolving to en- 
deavour alſo the ruin 'of man by 
drawing him into ſin and miſery, 
and to revenge himſelf on God, by 
defeating his intentions in the-crea- 
tion of -mankind, uſurped the or- 
gans of a ſerpent ; which before 
the fall, it is ſaid, was a bright and 
glorious creature, and, next to man, 
endued with the greateſt talents of 
ſagacity and underſtanding; and 
after ſome previous addreſſes, we 
may ſuppoſe, puts on an air of con- 
Jcern, and amazement that the 
bountiful creator ſhould deny them 
the uſe of à tree, whoſe fruit was 
ſo tempting to the eye, ſo grateful 
to the-palate, and ſo able to make 
them wiſe; and finding her half 
inclined to comply with and follow 
his advice, aſſured her that the 
prohibition and penalty enjoined by 
God was only an empty threat, 
intended to keep them in a ſtate of 
ignorance and dependance; that the 
fruit had a virtue to impart an uni- 


taſted it; and that therefore God, 


would admit of no c6mpetitor, 
had reſerved this privilege to him- 
ſelf, So that ſwayed by the fond 
conceit of knowing good and evil, 
and of becoming lite Gad, tempt- 
ed by the ſight and beauty of the 
tree, and beguiled by the ſuggeſti- 
ons of the tempter, Eve breaks 
thro” all reſtraint, yields to her na- 
tural curiofity, and at all adven- 


verſal knowledge to the perſon who ' 


who was jealous of his honour, and, 


1 
tures puts out her hand, plucks and 
eats; and Adam, coming at that 
inſtant of time, and yielding to her 
ſolicitations, was eaſily perſwaded to 
tranſgreſs with her ; and thus both 
were involved in the fame common 
guilt of tranſgreſſion and diſobedi- 
ence/ Ain D535 
§. What was the conſequence 
of this diſobedience ? N | 
T. Such an early inſult upon 
God's authority, by creatures who 
had but juſt received theit being 


from the munificence of their crea- 


tor, did juſtly provoke him to vin- 
dicate the honour of his broken 
laws; and puniſhment followed 
trunſgreſſion ſo cloſe upon the heels, 
that they loſt their happineſs as ſoon 
as they loſt their innocence. "The 
puniſhment common to them both 
was, that they were drive from 
that happy place, baniſhed from the 
tree of life, and doomed to return 
to that d whereof they were 
made; the particular puniſhment 
denounced againſt the woman, was 
that ſhe ſhould conceive, and bring 
forth in forrow; that her deſire 
ſhould be to her huſband, and he 
ſhould rule over her; and againſt the 
man, that the ground was curſedfor 
his ſake, that he ſhould earn bis 
bread with labour all the days of his 
life, and in ſorrow eat the herb of 
the field. Ever ſince that fatal mo- 
ment their lives were but a con- 
tinued train of miſeries, infenſibly 
leading to the chambers of death. 
The image of God, in which they 
were created, was defaced by a 
crew of diſorderly and waſting 
paſſions let in upon the foul. All 
nature grew out of order; and 
their fin became the ſource and 
fountain of all misfortunes.” Tis 
(S certain 
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certain chat all the torments that 
came into the world with ſin, had 
never diſcompoſed man's quiet in 
his ſtate of innocence. The ſea/ons 
had not been irregular; the elements 
had not bid him battle; the earth 
had been fruitful without tilling ; 
and thorns, that are the fruits of 
fin, had not diſhonoured the face 
thereof : the deluge, that drowned 
the world; drought, that makes 
the fields barren ; peſtilence, that 
depopulates cities, and mos down 
the inhabitants, having no other 
cauſe but fin, had made no devaſta- 
tions in an innocent flate 5 and 
men being upon good terms with 
God, had found their happineſs un- 
der the protection of his grace; 
having lived ſome ages upon earth, 
they had been tranſlated into hea- 
ven, without paſſing through the 
pangs of immortality. The two 
parts that compoſe man bad not 
been ſeparated, and the ſoul reign- 
ing with angels had not beheld her 
body "ga by worms in the 


S; By what name do you call this 
| crime of their's ? 
T. Original fin. 
. How are mankind afofted by 
their guilt? 
T Our. firſt parents being the 
1 bead and repreſentatives of 
mankind, the immortality and hap- 
pineſs warranted to be the reward 
of their obedience, were to be de- 
rived through them to their poſte- 
rity, .as being virtually included in 
their loins, and partakers of their 
fleſh; and the guilt and puniſhment 
of tbeir tranſgreſſion to be imputed 
to them likewiſe. Mortality, and 
the depravation of human nature, 
both as to the moral and natural 
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perfection it was created in, were 
the immediate effect oſ their tranſ- 
greſſion. The depravity thus in- 
troduced hath been propagatad with 
human nature, as ſtreams partaking 
of the malignity and impurity of the 
fountain they are derived from; has 
brought guilt with it, and thereby 
made mankind obnoxious to tbe 
wrath of God, and curſe of the 
law. If we were not part of Adam's 
fleſh, we ſhould inherit neither his 


{in nor his puniſhment ; his offence 


is become the obliquity of whole 
nature, . becauſe it was included in 
him. 


$. How did God puniſh the 


erpent ? 
. T. Thox art curſed, ſaid God to 


the ſerpent, above all cattle ; por 
thy belly thou Salt go, and du/} me 


thou eat all the days of thy life. 


will put enmity between thee and *4 
woman, and between thy 2 
ber ſeed; it ſhall u 
ls ſhalt bruiſe bis heel. But as it 
was not the , but the devil in 
its body or ſhape that deceived the 
woman, this ſentence was not fo 
much to, puniſh the ſerpent, as to 
make it a monument of man's 
apoſtacy.z a teſtimony of God's 
diſpleaſure againſt fin ; and an in- 
ſtructive emblem to deter all future 
ages from the commiſſion of that, 
which brought ſuch vengeance 
along with it. : 

S. Did not the ferpent go upon 
its belly before ? 

T. Probably no. We may con- 
ceive that before this fact the ſer- 
pent was a noble. creature, that 


either walked upright, or flew in 


the air. 
S. But was not this wnju/f: to- 


wards the ferpent, which had go 
ef 
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ther will nor underſtanding to of- 
fend? ö 

7. No. There was no more 
Injuſtice in changing the form of the 
ſerpent for man's ſake, than in fuf- 
fering other creatures to be ſlain for 
his food; or in ſtoning an ox for 
goring a man; or for killing the 
deaſt with whom man had wrought 
any abomination. 

S. How did God puniſh the de- 
vil in this caſe ? 

T. To the devil, who was con- 
cealed under the form of the fer- 


pent, God declares, that how much 


ſoever he might glory in his pre- 


ſent * 5 a time ſhould come, 


when a Perſon, deſcended from the 
ſeed of that very ſex he had now 
deceived, ſhould ruin all his new 
erected empire of fin and death. 

S. How long did they live in a 
ſtate of innocence ? 

T. Many circumſtances are omit- 
ted in- ſcripture concerning the 
ſtate of our firft parents, and the 
manner of their tranſgreſſion, of 
which this is one; for Moſes only 
mentions what is neceſſary for 
man to know, and conducive to 
his ſhort account of the moſt re- 
markable tranſactions from the be - 
inning of the world to his time, 

ut according to the moſt com- 
mon opinion, before the eighth or 
tenth day from their creation, they 
ſinned againſt God, and were dri- 
ven out of paradiſe, tho“ he was 
pleaſed to comfort them with the 
evangelical promiſe, that the ſzed 
of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſer- 
pent's head. | 

S. How did they know that they 
had done evil and offended God? 

T. They were immediately filled 
with remorſe, Their eyes were 
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opened indeed, but it was to behold 
their own folly, and impending 
miferies. They had acquired #now- 
ledge, hut it was of the good they 
had loft, and of the ev:/ bo began 
to feel, They found themfelves 
ſtripped of all their intellectual and 
moral ornaments, and fubje& to 
ſtrange irregular appetites, and in- 
ordinate luſts; and bluſhing to ſee 
their external glory ſo debaſed, they 


ftrive, to conceal their ſhame with 


fig-leaves fewed together, and trem- 
ble and flee at the voice of God. 

S. Were they caſt out of para- 
diſe immediately ? | 

T. Ves: Had they in this com- 
plicated miſery been permitted to 
eat alſo of the tree of life, it would 
have been perpetuated ; therefore, 
God in his great mercy preſently 
removed them from paradiſe, to 
that part of the country it is thought 
lying towards the aff, where at 
firſt he had created them. 

This is the received interpreta- 
tion, and moſt conſonant to the 
letter of the text; but the learned 
Eftius thinks that theſe words, le/# 


be put for 


are ſpoken. jarcaftically, and as if 
God had ſaid, * Leſt the man 
ſhould vainly fancy in bimſelf, that, 
by eating of the tree of life, he ſhall 
be able to live for ever, let us 1e- 
move this conceit from him, by 
removing him from this place, and 
for ever debarring him from any 
hopes of coming at that tree again.“ 

S. What means were uſed to 
keep them from attempting a re- 
entrance f | 

T. God ſecured every paſſage 
with a puard of Angels, who flying 
to and fro in the air, in bright 
C 2 refulgent 


th his hand, and taſte of 
the tree of life, and live for every - 


g 
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reſulgent bodies, ſeemed to flaſh 
out fire on every fide, or to re- 
ſemble the vibrations of a flaming 
ſword, 


F. Is forrew in conception and 
the pain in child bearing peculiar to 
the woman ? 

T. The woman is ſaid to be the 
only creature, who has any ſorrow 
in conception, except there happens 
to be ſomething monſtrous in the 
Fetus. Other creatures are found 
to be in more perfect health, 


ſtrength, and vigour at that time, 


than before; but Ariſtotle enume- 
rates no leſs than ten different ma- 
ladies, to which the woman is then 
naturally ſubject. She breeds with 
daily ſickneſs; and ſhe is delivered 
with more pain and agony than any 
other creature, though ſhe has ſome 
advantages in her make that might 
promiſe her ſome alleviation in this 

ticular ; and conſequently, it is 


. probable, God had no. ſooner ſaid 
to the woman, in ſorrow thou ſhalt 
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bring forth children, but a real 
effect immediately followed, and 
ſuch a change took place in the 
woman's body, as in the courſe of 
nature, has cauſed the extraordi- 
nary pain from the time ſhe was 
condemned. The ſame word was 
alſo executive as well as declarative 
in the ſentence againſt the ſerpent; 
the earth and the man. God never 
ſpeaks, but the effect accompanies 
the word ſpoken. | 
Now let me obſerve that, in this + 
account of the fall, we have the 
plain and obvious riſe of the origin 
of evil; of the depravation of man's 
will ; the pains of child- bearing 
women beyond other females ; of 
the barrenneſs of the earth, with- 
out due culture ; and many other 
things, which the heathen philoſo- 
phers could never truly find out ; 
and here we fee how early the 
hopes of the ſalvation of fallen man 
by the promiſed ſeed, our Redeem- 
er, were uſhered into the world. 
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CHAP. II. 


* 


Of the Marder of Abel and Puniſhment of Cain. Of the Land of : 
Nod. Of the Birth of Seth, and his Family. Of the Tran- 
lation of Enoch. Of the Antediluvian Fathers, Chronology, 

Religion, Government. Learning and their Longevity. 


8. HAT followed the ex- 
pulſion out of paradiſe ? 
T. Our firſt parents being baniſh- 


ed paradiſe, found a woeful] change 


in themſelves, and in every thing 
about them ; the earth no longer 
imiled upon them as before, but 
yielded ſlowly to Adam's painful 
labouts; and Eve conceived and 
bare him a ſon, whoſe name was 


Cain, whom ſhe vainly expected 
to be the promiſed ſeed to bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head. This Cam ſoon 
diſcovered that he was rather the 
ſeed of the wicked one, by killing 
his younger brother Abel. 

S. What was the occahon of 
this murder ? 4 

7. Cain, who was of a moroſe, 
ſtubborn, cruel and envious tem- 
: | per, 
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per, betook himſelf to the tilling 
of the ground: Abel, who was of 
a more gentle and ingenuous diſpo- 
fition, followed the employment of 
a ſhepherd. Theſe brothers, ac- 
cording to their education, offered 
up to the Lord ſomething ſuitable 
to their reſpective callings ; but as 
the diſpoſition of their minds were 
very different, their offerings were 
not accepted with equal favour. 
God gave- probably, by fire, ſome 
viſible token of his acceptance of 
Abel's ſacrifice, preferably to that 
of Cain; which ſo enraged, and 
tranſported him with envy againſt 
his brother, that he immediately 
reſolved to take away his life; and 
though God expoſtulated with him, 
and repreſented the iniquity of ſuch 
a reſolution, and threatened his 
puniſhment, Cain only waited a 
proper opportunity to put it in ex- 
ecution : ſo that under the pretence 
of friendſhip and brotherly love, 
having ſeduced him into the fields, 
Cain picked a quarrel with his bro- 
ther, which preſently ended with 
the death of Abel. "This unnatural 
murder gave death the firſt fruits ; 
and as it proceeded purely from 
Abe's acceptance with God, for 
his ſincere worſhip, Abel may not 
improperly be recorded as the firft 
martyr for the cauſe of God. 

8. For what end did they offer 
facrifices unto God ? 
T. To implore his reconciliation 
by haſtening the promiſed ſeed : and 
thus it was, that Abel by Faith ef- 
fered a better ſacrifice than Cain; 
becauſe he believed what God had 
promiſed, that the ſeed-of the wo- 
man ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head; 
and in conſequence of ſuch a belief, 


offered ſuch a facrifice for his fin, 
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as God had appointed to be offered, 
until the feed ſhould come. 

S. Be pleaſed to explain what you 
conceive to be the defeft of Cain's 
facrifice or offering, for the ſcrip- 
tures are not explicit on that 
head. 

T. Cain, we may preſume, was 
ſenſible of his duty to offer ſuch a 
ſacrifice ; but that, while he was 
offering, gave no attention to what 
he was about, nor reflected upon 
the promiſe of God, made in para- 
diſe; nor placed any confidence in 
the merits of a ſaviour, to recom- 
mend his ſervices; but puffed up 
with ſelf-conceit, and the ridicul- 
ous notion of his own.righteouſneſs, 
vainly imagining that his bare ob- 
lations was all that was required to 
his juſtification, took no care to 
preſerve his ſoul pure and unpol- 
luted, or to conſtitute his members, 
as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto 
God. Thus A — - no 
better than the ſervice of an hypo- 
crite, lying unto God, and uſing 
the external means of grace for 4 
cloak of * maliciouſneſs. Whereas 
AbePs facrifice it is probable was at- 
tended with awful meditations on 
that feed of the woman, which was 
to become the redeemer of man- 
kind, with' warm applications to 
him for mercy and forgiveneſs, and 
with holy reſolutions of better obe- 
dience, of abandoning all fin, and 
always abounding in the work of 
the Lord ; /and therefore, there can 
be no wonder that their ſervices 
met with ſo different a reception 
from the Almighty, who #noweth 
our hearts and thoughts long before, 
and will not be mocked. 

S. What did Cain do with his 
dead brother ? ä | 

C 3 T. He 
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T. He buried him in the ground 

to prevent all diſcovery. But as 
nothing can be hid from the Al- 
mighty, the Lord ſaw what was 
done, purſues Cain; and, after a 
juſt repreſentation of his unpardon- 
able crime, ſentenced him, that 
the ground ſhould net yield him her 


ftrength, that he thence forward 


ſhould gain nothing by huſbandry v 
and tillage, or in the way of his 
calling, and baniſhed him and his 
family from the ſociety of thoſe 
whom he intended to favour with 
bis preſence ; gave him up to a re- 
_ probate ſenſe to work all iniquity, 

and compelled him to live as a fu- 
gitive and vagabond in ſome diftant 
and deſolate part of the earth, as an 
abominable perſon not worthy to 
live, nor fit to be endured in any 
civil community; but, at the ſame 
time, took him under his providen- 
tial protection from all outward 
violence, that he might live in his 
_ wretched ſtate as a monument of 
his vengeance, to deter future ages 

from the like offence. | 
S. How did Cain behave upon 
this ſentence ? 

7. He complains of its rigour 
kite ſeverity, and like all hardened 
ſinners ſeemed more concerned for 
his puniſhment than his crime; he 
ſeparated himſelf from the worſhip 
and religious aſſemblies of the peo- 
ple of God; forſook the family and 
altar of his father, with all the preten- 
ſions to the fear of God; and, like 
your free- thinkers, was lng to 
diſclaim the privileges of the church, 


was either the proper name of that 
particular place where Adam, after 
his expulſion from paradiſe, dwelt ; 
or, it means the divine Shechinah, 
from which he was for ever ba- 
niſhed. 
S. What means the Shechinah ? 
T. It was the appearance of God 
in a viſible glorious majeſty, or a 
very ſhining flame, or in an amaz- 
ing ſplendor of light breaking out of 


*a thick cloud, which ſhewed itſelf 


to Adam and to his poſterity, on 
ſundry extrordinary occaſions, in 
theſe early days of the world, for 
their comfort and ſupport. 

S. Where did Cain go? 

T. Into the land of Nod, on the 
eaſt fide of Eden. 

S. I cannot rightly apprehend 
this account. Was that land cal- 
led Nod before he went into it? 

T. No; the land took its name 
from Cain, For the terrors of his 
ſpirit, occaſioned by a guilty con- 
ſcience, made him a terror to him- 
ſelf and to all about him. It hall 
come-to paſs, ſays he, that every one 
that findeth me, ſhall flay me. T here- 
fore the place where he dwelt was 
called the land of Ned, or of exile 
and wandering, 

S. What was the mart which 
Gad ſet upon Cain to prevent his 
being lain F? 

T. If there was any ſuch mark, 


it was that outward behaviour, 


which indicated his diſturbed mind; 


but I am of opinion that we ſhould 


read this text according to the Sep- 
tuagint tranſlation, that God ſet 4 


that he might not be ſubject to her fign or wonder before Cain, to 2 


precepts; all which is emphatically 


ſwade him, that whoſoever: ſhe⁰)⁴ 


included in this * = phraſe, find. bim ſhould nat kill bim. Thus 


Cain went out from. 


e preſence o God did {et /igns before the Egyp- 


W which ſome have thought tians, which were the wondets he 
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wrought 
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Of Cain 
wrought in Egypt to oblige Pha- 
raoh to let his people go. 

S. But my greateſt difficulty lies 
here. Hitherto we have an account 
of no more than four people, Adam, 
Eve, Cain, and Abel, and yet 
Mo ſes ſays, that the Lord ſet a mark 
upon Cain, 4% any finding him ſhould 
kill him? Who were theſe A N v, 
or other perſons, he needed to be 
afraid of ? 

T. As this murder of Abel muſt 


be ſuppoſed to have happened not 


more than two years before the 
birth of Seth, and it is certain that 
his birth happened in the 130th 
year of the world, then Cain was 
baniſhed in the 128th year of the 
creation; at which time, though 
it did not ſuit with the compendi- 
ous account of Moſes to record all 
the children of Adam and Eve, but 
only ſuch perſons by whom in a 
right line the ſucceſſion was con- 
tinued down to Noah, and thence 
to Abraham, the founder of the 
Jews, there may well be ſuppoſed 
to have been many ſons and daugh- ce 
ters on the earth deſcended from 
Adam. Beſides Cain had grounds 
to be apprehenſive of his future 
ſafety from thoſe whom he knew 
would grow up hereafter to re- 
venge AbePs death. TFoſephus un- 
derſtands the death he feared would 
be from the beaſts of the field. 

S. Does it appear what Cain did 

in the land of Nod ? 

7. The Scripture only relate 
that he abode there with his wife; 
of whom he had a ſon called Enoch, 
and built a city of the ſame-name. 
But if we may credit the great Fo- 
ſephus: He there grew worſe and 


* worſe, abandoning; himſelf to his great 
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without any regard to cemmon 
juſtice. He enriched himſelf by ra- 
pine and violence, and made choice 
of the moſt profligate of monſters 
© for his companions, inſtructing 
them in the very myſtery of their 
own profeſſions: he corrupted the 
ſimplicity and plain dealing of for- 
© mer times with the none inven- 
tion of weights and «meaſures, 
* and exchanged the innocency of 
that primitive generoſity and Cans 
« doury for the new tricks of 

« licy and craft. He was the firſt 
who invaded the common rights 
of mankind by bounds and inolo- 
© ſutes ; and the firlt;, who oo 


„ peopled, and fortified a city, to 
defend themſelves againſt purſyers,- 


— to ſecute theit unjuſt n 


55 Had not dam more ſons? 

7. Yes: Our firſt parents being 
deprived of Gain and Abel, 
promiſed to give them another ſony 
who ſhould be a laſting conſolation 
to them, Accordingly AU c- 

ceived and bare a ſon, wham the 
called Seth, which is een 
appointed. | 

S. How old was Adam when 
Seth was born? 

T. Only one hundred and thirty 
years, he "lived 800 years longet 
and had many more children. 

S. Did the family of Seth. reject 
all communication with the aan 
of Cain? 

7. Ves; till the days: of Mahas 
laltel, when ſome of the ſons of 
Seth, who were diſtinguiſhed 
the title of fene or fervants 
on account of cheir,piety and godly 
zeal, indulging themſelves in too 
eat liberties, entertained a more 
free and familiar W any 
C4 the 


24. | 
the wicked offspring of curſed 
Cain; whoſe children, being full 
of wickedneſs and impiety, were 
called the ſors and daughters of men, 
till at Jaſt they took ſome of their 
daughters in marriage. 


r of theſe two families. 
T. Cain was the elder brother; 

but as his offspring were a wicked 

and ungodly race of men, Who all 


periſhed in the flood, Moſas records 


only ſuch of Cain's poſterity, as 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by invent- 
tain arts or trades, or were 
——.— in corrupting the better 
ſeed of Adam afterwards. The 
deſcendants of Cain were Enoch, 


Trad,  Mehbujael, Methuſzel, and 


 Lamech, and his ſons Jabal, Fabal, 
and Tubal-cain, with one daughter, 
whoſe name was Naamah, T bere 
is nothing more than a ſhort men- 
tion of the other names till we read 
gf; Lamech,: who boaſted of his own 
cruelty, and married two wives at 
once; by whom, ſays Joſepbus, he 
had gg. ſons ; but the ſcripture has 
enly mentioned three, diſtinguiſh- 
ing them on account of their ſeve- 
ralinventions.; for here we bave, in 
the perſon of his ſon Jabal, the 
father of ſuch as duel in tents, in 
the fields, and follow the occupa- 
tion of ſbepberdt. In the perſon of 
Jubel, muſic takes its date, for be 
was the inventer of the barp and 
er gan. And in the perſon of Tubal- 
cain, 'we have the; firſt account of 
work done in iren and bhraſt. His 
daughter Naamab or Noema, is 
thought to be the inventer of ſpin- 
wings Anitting, and weaving of 
cloth; and the ſame as the Minerva 
ol the ancients, who is ſometimes 
called: Nemamun.— In which ac- 
— © 22 


-Enach, Methuſclah, Lamech, 


The HoLy BIBIE explained, 


count it is natural to obſerve, that 
as the firſt. inſtance of cruelty or 
violence was ated by Cain upon his 
brother Abel, ſo the firſt act of in 

continence is recorded in his grand - 


a ſon Lamech; one of whoſe ſons you 
S. I ſhould be glad to 3 the 


hear invented the inſtruments of 
luxury, and another, the inſtru- 
ments of violence and war. 

S. Who were the deſcendants of | 
Seth ? | 
T. Moſes only nite to ſhew 


the lineal deſcent oſ the-promiſed 


ſeed, or the MAeſſiah, according to 
the fleſh, from Adam to Noah, has 
only recorded the patriarchs or 
principals of that line, namely Seth, 
Enos, Cainan, Meabalaleel, Jared, 
and 
Neah.—It was in this race of Seth, 

that the church of God was con- 
tinued: and thereſore they were 
called the children of God. 

There is a tradition, that, im- 
mediately upon the death of Adam, 
Seth abhorring the wickedneſs of 
Cain's{amily, which he feared would 
then grow worſe, | retired with his 
wiſe and children farther off to the 
top of the mountain where Adam 
was buried; where becoming very 
tamous for their holineſs, juſtice, 
and purity, and being forewarned'by 
God of the intended deluge, they 
erected two pillars, one of brick, 
and another of marble, e 
with many affrenomical obſerva- 
tions. But, however this be, we 
may obſerve further, that none of 
this holy race are ſpoken of with 
ſo much honour, as bis grandſon 
Enoch, who walked with God : 
which phraſe of ſcripture includes 
all the parts of a godly, (righteous, 
and ſober liſe, and implies a liſe of 
communion with God, both in 

ordinances 
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ordinances and duties; to make 
God's word our rule, and his glory 
the end of all our actions; to have 
our conſtant care and endeavour in 
every thing to pleaſe God, and in 
nothing to offend him; to comply 
with his will, and to follow him as 
dear children. This Enoch alſo 
warned that generation, in which 


he lived, of God's ſpeedy coming 


to puniſh the earth by the flood, 
and exhorted the wicked to forſake 
the evil of their ways, that they 
might not be condemned by the 
righteous judge of all the earth. 
He, in the 365th year of his age, 
was taken up into heaven by the 
Almighty, ſo that he could no 
where be found by his unjuſt ene- 
mies. For, Adam being dead, it 
ſeemed expedient to the divine wiſ- 


dom, in the perſon of Enoch, to give 


his poſterity true notions of a future 
bappy ſtate, and as it were an anti- 
cipation of it; that, under the ſenſe 
of their mortality, they might be 
ſupported and comforted with the 
proſpect and aſſured hope, that 
they, who ſhould walk in the fear 
of the Lord in this world, ſhould 
be tranſlated to manſions of eternal 
bliſs in the world to come. And 
thus he became a type of the aſcen- 
fron of Jeſus, our redeemer, into 
heaven. 

St. Jude calls him a prophet ; the 
Arabians repreſent him as a great 
ſcholar ; he was eſteemed the author 
of their aſtrology by the Babylonigns ; 
and the Grecians call him their At- 
las, who fir/t taught men the know- 
ledge of the flars. 

S. You ſay that Seth removed 
farther off from Cain, at Adam's 
death: Pray when did Adam die? 


7. Adam perctiying that his na- 


tute muſt ſoon yield to the ſtroke of 


death, and that through the grave 


he ſhould return to duff, out of 


which he had been made, is ſaid to 


have forbid his family, in all its 
other branches, to have any com- 


munication with the impious off- 


ſpring of Cain the murderer. Aſter 
which he departed this life in the 


o zoth ear, after he had been crea- 
ted; which, conſidering that Adam 


was created in the full perfection 
of his nature, and that all his 
deſcendants, being born infants, 
did gradually proceed to maturity, 
and few of them are recorded to 
have begat children till they were 
ninety or upwards, will appear to 
exceed the age of Methuſelah al- 
moſt /;xty years, if we ſubtract go 
years, between his birth and man- 
hood, from his age of 969 years. 

S. What are the memorable ac- 
tions of the other patriarchs du- 
ring this ſpace ? 


T. Enos appears to have been 


a ſtrenuous oppoſer of vice, and 
zealous promoter of piety, and all 
virtue. It was in his time that 
men began to call upon the name of 
the Lord; or to diſtinguiſh them 
ſelves by ſome peculiar rites and ap- 
pellations from the ſervants of fin 
and ſatan, and the idolatrous wor- 
{hip of the Caimites. He died gog. 
years old, and was ſucceeded by 
the virtuous Carman, who treading 
in the ſteps of his pious father, 
continued the prohibition: againſt 
any intercourſe with-the family of 
Cain, and died in tbe groth * 


of his age. But, 
In the days of Mahalakeel, ac 
cording to tradition ſome of the 


Sethites, being led by mere curio- 
Lity to godown from 3 
W 
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26 
which they had choſen for their 
habitations, to ſee their manner of 
living in the land of Ned, were ſoon 
tempted with the harmony of their 
muſic, riotous mirth, . and the en- 
ticements and beauty of their wo- 
men, to take to themſelves wives 
from that impious race, of whom 
were born menof a gigantic ſtature, 
and if poſſible of worſe principles, 
and more bold and adventurous than 
the Cainites themſelves : which is 
ter-marriages were fo diſpleaſing 
to God, ſays a certain author, that, 
when thoſe men offered to return 
to their former abode, the ſtones of 
the mountains became like fire, and 
would not ſuffer them to rejoin 
their own kindred. Mahalalcel liv- 
ed 895 years, and left a ſon named 
Fared, or deſcending, ſo called from 
this deſcent of ſo many of his houſe 
to marry the Cainiten. Jared be- 
ing inſtructed by his ſorrowful fa- 
ther to preſerve himſelf from the 
like ' misfortune, is ſaid to have 
guarded againſt the general cor- 
ruption, by devoting himſelf and 
family more zealouſly to the ſer- 
vice of God; and as a token there- 
of he called his fon Enoch, which 
is interpreted a dedication, and 
died 962 years of age. Of Enoch 
J have already given a particular 
account. But notwithſtanding all 
the care of ſome good men to pre- 
ferve the world from ſin and wick- 
edneſs, the houſe of Seth daily 
ielded to the allurements of their 
neighbours, and fo degenera- 
ted from the holineſs, juſtice, and 
purity of their forefathers ; that 
Enoch by way of propheſy, fore- 
feeing the flood called his ſon's 
name Methuſelah, or he hath ſent 
his death; who perceiving the wick- 
1 1 | 
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edneſs of the world in the family 
of Seth to increaſe, may be well 
thought to have grieved, and hum- 
bled hiraſelf for the preſent cor- 
ruption; and for fear of future pu- 
niſhment; which he, in a parti- 
cular manner, alſo teſtified in the 
name of his ſon Lamech. This Ad- 
thuſelah is generally called the 
oldeſt man, having lived 965 years. 
But Lamech called his ſon Neah, 
which ſome interpret a comforter, 
but which ſignifies reſt. The birth 
of this ſon was matter of great joy 
to his father, who propheſied, that 
he ſhould be the cauſe of conſola- 
tion to his family, and an inſtru- 
ment of taking off the curſe from 
the ground. mech ſlept with his 
fathers in the 777th year of his age. 
And here let it be obſerved, that 
this part of the bible, from the crea- 
tion to the flood, contains the hiſ- 
tory of above 1600 years, in which 
time every thing mentioned there- 
in, did not immediately ſucceed each 
other; but there was a long inter- 
val of time between ſome of them. 
Nov it was that God, perceiving 
that the wickedneſs of man inereaſ- 
ed, .and that his laws and worſhip 
were totally diſregarded, and - ſet 
aſide by human inventions, was 
grieved for what in juſtice he muſt 
ſhortly. bring upon the earth z/ it re- 
pented him that he had made man, 
and other living creatures, upon the 
earth; and he reſolved to deſtroy all 
fleſh upon the earth, (except Noah, 
who, being a ju man, and per- 
feet in his generations, and having 
only preſerved himſelf from the 
allurements and fins of the Cainttes, 
and tal led in the ways of the Lord, 
found gract in the fight of the Lotd.) 
Fhis preacher of righteouſneſs _ 
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his family God was pleaſed to ſpare, 
and accordingly commanded him 
to make an ark according to the 
inſtructions he would give him, 
and to preſerve with him, therein, 
ſuch perſons and creaturesas he had 
ordained to be ſaved from the flood 
of waters; 45 which he was deter- 
mined to dHrey all fleſh, wherein 
was the breath of life, under heaven. 
Yet in this molt juit ſentence the 
divine mercy appeared, in that God 
propoſed at the ſame time to re- 
ſpite their puniſhment for 120 years, 
allowing them this ſpace for repen- 
tance and amendment of life : But 
at laſt he ſaw it in vain to uſe any 
farther methods of mercy, or mo- 
nitions of providence with man, 
who was now entirely given up to 
all manner of wickedneſs, cruelty, 
corruption, and diſobedience, and 
by that means ſunk down into the 
loweſt condition of brutality. 

S. I muſt yet make bold to de- 
fire your information of ſome far- 
ther particulars relating to this ac- 
count of things you have given 
me. I hope it will not be taken 
amiſs to look backward, and aſk, 
whether the Hebrew computation 
from the creation to the flood a- 
grees with the antient Septuagint 
verſion and Samaritan copy ? 

T. No; for the Hebrew includes 
that whole time in 1656 years; and 
the Samaritan copy reckons not 
many more than 1307. Again the 
Septuagint verſion raiſes it to 2227, 
or 2242, and ſome copies have it 
wk cars. 

ſhould be glad to have this 
Poa me reconciled., 

T. As to the diffe nce between 

the Hebrew and Samaritan, it is not 


to be much regarded, becauſe the = 


- 


_ = 


Samaritan copies da not always a- 
gree among themſelves: and as to 
the Septuagint, though it differs at 
leaſt 600 years from the Hebrew 
text, it alſo is inconſiſtent with it- 
ſelf, ſeveral of the -copies of this 
tranſlation rendering ſeveral various 
accounts. Therefore the Hebreto 
text, which is the original, and 
which always agrees with itſelf, 
being wrote by the direction and 
aſſiſtance of the ſpirit of God, is to 
take place of all tranſlations, when 
they deviate from the truth of the 
original. 

S. I have heard that the word, 
which, in our tranſlation, is render» 
ed giants, ſignifies no more than vi- 
olent and cruel men, famous for their 
crimes and violences they commit · 
ted, rather than for the height and 
largeneſs of their ſtature. 

T. This to be ſure has been pre- 
tended; but certainly there is no 
more inconſiſtency in this caſe than 
in many more; we read of giants 
in the land of promiſe, before the 
Ißraelites took poſleflionof it: They, 
lays Foſepbus, were deſcended from 
theſe very giants mentioned in the 
account before us; and they were 
amazing to ſer, and terrible to hear 
% becauſe of their largeneſs and 

apes. Therefore, by giants we 
may here underftand men of great 
bulk and flature, who might alſo be 
ee violent and cruel: 

a race of men permitted by God in 
vengeance to theit parents crimes! 
for, proceeding from unlawful mix · 
tures, they became monſtrous in 
their kind, and have been holed 
by all future generations. 

S. Was £noch's trandation into 
heaven real? 

TJ. Les; God took him both 

body 
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body and ſoul into heaven, without 
undergoing the pains of death; 
whereas, if we ſhould interpret the 
text of a natural death, there would 
be nothing peculiar to this Patri- 
arch; and the ſame might be ob- 
ſerved with equal juſtice of all o- 
thers. And beſides, as this was the 
conſequence of his walking with 
God, it is moſt reafonable to un- 
derſtand it of the reward of his 
piety, and therefore of his aſſump- 
tion to glory. 


8. Are there any heathen authors 


now extant, that give an account 
of the time we have traced Mo ofes, 
before the flood ? 

T. There are ſome remains of 
Berofus, Sanchoniatho, and Mane- 
tho,  Beroſus, wrote the hiſtory of 
the Chaideans, about the year 260 
before Chriſt; though he diſguiſed 
his hiſtory of the creation, and of 
the flood, with fictitious names; his 
remains which are preſerved by an- 
cient authors, may be very uſeful 
for proving, the antiquity and truth 
of ſcripture hiſtory. —Sanchoniatho, 
the Phanician hiſtorian, may in 
ſome meaſure ſerve to the ſame pur- 
poſe. Manetho was an antiquarian 
of Egypt, and the high- prieſt of 
Heliopolis, in the reign of Ptolemy 
Pbiladelphus. His hiſtory has al- 
ways been diſregarded, as fabulous, 
and he is ſuppoſed to have made it 
his principal aim to defend the 
Egyptian antiquity, by ſorcing it 
up higher than the Moſaic account 
of the creation, by fictitious Aras, 
and new invented monarchs. - 

S. Ido not yet underſtand what 
was the religion, polity, and learning 
of the people before the flood. 

T. As to their religion, they miſ- 


_ who peremptorily aſſert that 


judgment. 
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it was purely natural, or ſuch as 
was dictated only by right reaſon : 
for, though it was founded upon 
the law of nature, there was a di- 
vine precept concerning facrifices ; 
which, as they carried with them 
the — of expiation and atone- 
ment for the ſins of mankind, and 
had relation to Chriſt the promiſed 


feed, muſt certainly have been in- 


ſtituted by God, and by him com- 
manded to be offered, Again, there 
was a divine promiſe concerning 
the Meſſiah ; and, no doubt, but 
that there were ſeveral other pre- 
cepts and injunctions given to the 
patriarchs ; Adam taught his chil- 
dren their duty to God and man, 
but in the days of Enes his grand- 
ſon, the people enjoyed a public 
form of worſhip. The diſtinction 
between clean and wnclean animals 
in their ſacrifices was another divine 
injunction under this diſpenſation : 
and God's anger with the children 
of Seth for cohabiting with the poſ- 
terity of Cain, is a ſtrong preſump- 
tion that God had forbid his people 
to marry with infidels or idolaters ; 
not to mention the ſix great precepts, 
which, the Jewiſb doQtors ſay, God 
gave to Adam, againſt idolatry, blaſ- 
phemy, unlawful copulation, ho- 
micide, theft, and perverting of 
From hence you may 
collect that God did exact a pe- 
culiar -worſhip from theſe gene- 
rations by a particular revelation of 
his will. 

Their government at firſ was pa- 
triarchal; but after the union of 
Seth's family with Cain's, it in all 
probability degenerated into anar- 
thy, and became divided into ſeve- 
ral diſorderly aſſociations, 

+ There was no order, dor regie 

govern- 
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government; no man was fafe in 
his own poſſeſſions ; nothing but 
murders, rapes, and robberies, with 
all ſorts of wickedneſs, which is the 
fhame of human' nature, and the 
ruin of human ſociety, filled the 
earth; for all fleſh had corrupted his 
way, when the Lord came to viſit 
for the wickedneſs of man, 

As to their learning, you have 
heard that the voluptuous race of 
Cain exerted themſelves in muſic, 
and other inventions that miniſtred 
to their luxury, pride, and cruelty : 
and no doubt but, as Enoch was an 
eloquent preacher and aſtronomer, 
other uſeful and entertaining arts 
and ſciences flouriſhed among the 
children or ſervants of God in the 
family of Seth, though there now 
remain no monuments of their ſkill, 
learning nor induſtry, 

S. Were they ſolar years, where- 
by Moſes computes the lives before 
the flood ? | 

T. Yes; and almoſt of the ſame 
length with what we now uſe. 

Can you fatisfy me then, as 
to the diſproportion of years between 
the lives of theſe Antediluvians and 
ours? 

T. It has by various theoriſts 
been problematically aſſigned to 
different cauſes: but when they 
have ſaid all, the true cauſe muſt 
be aſcribed to the will, power, and 
providence of God, and not merely 
to the nature of their diet, nor to 
the ſtability of the /zaſons, nor to 
the temperature of the air. For, 
when he had deſtroyed the world 
for their iniquities, they who 
were born after the flood, felt the 
period of human life to haſten upon 
them; till at laſt it has continued 


from the 1/raelites idolatry in the 
wilderneſs, to be fixed at 70 or 80 
years; becauſe, not taking warns 
ing from the puniſhment of their 
fore- fathers, they ſought out many 
inventions, and again departed from 
the law of the Lord. All the pas 
triarchs before Noah, were borh be- 
fore Adam died: ſo as from him, 
they might all receive a full and ſa- 
tis factory account of the creation, 
of paradiſe, of the ſtate of inno- 
cence, of the fall of man, and of 
the firſt promiſe of ſalvation ; theres 
fore the divine precepts concerning 
religious worſhip and a holy life, 
might be the more effeQually pre. 
ſerved in an age, wherein there was 
no written word. But, whatever 
reaſons divine Providence had fog 
abridging the age of mankind, there 


can be no more objection lie againſt 


the account delivered by Mo/es of 
the antediluvian ongevity, than 
againſt the unanimous agreement of 
the moſt ancient heathen - authors; 
who aſſert, that, in the firſt ages of 
the world, men lived a thouſand 
years. | 

And here I cannot paſs over the 
juſt obſervation of a learned com- 
mentator, 'That the ages of men 
were cut half off by the flood ; for 
Heber or Eber, the longeſt liver of 
all born after, lived but 464 years: 
After that, they were again reduced 
another half, on account of the 
Babel attempt; for Peleg and Ragau 
did not exceed 239 years: Again, 
after Thara's idolatry, none arrived 
at 200 years; and when God was 
tempted by the Iſraclites in the 
wilderneſs, he reduced the age of 
man to its preſent ordinary period. 
of 70 or 80 years. 1 


CHAP. ili. 


8 


The Hory B1BLE explained. 
A. 


30 


III. 


Of the Flood and Noah's Ark. Of his Family and Covenant with 
God. Of Noah's Sin, the Curſe of Canaan, and Nimrod's 


Vurpation. 


S. HEN did God declare 
to Noab his ultimate re- 
ſolution to deſtroy mankind, and 
all other creatures on the earth, 
with a flood of water ? 
T. Not till he ſaw they had re- 
his forbearance, warnings 
and exhortations. 

S. What did God promiſe Noah 
at the time he declared this reſolu- 
tion? - 

T. That ſince he and his family 
had walked before him in righteouſ- 
neſs, and true holineſs, he would 
e/tabliſh his cavenant with him, pre- 
ſerve him and bis family, and all 
ſuch creatures as were uſeful and 


neceſſary for the preſervation of 


their ſpecies, and for ſ acrifieg, fr from 


the univerſal deſtruction. 

S. What means the word cove- 
nant in this place? 

T. Here it means no more than 
a ſimple and gracious promiſe, 

S. How did God preſerve Noah, 
bis family, and the other creatures ? 

x the means of an art of 

wood, which God had ordered Noah 
to build for that purpoſe. Into 
which they had no ſooner entered, 
and proviſions for them all were 
ſecured with themſelves, but all the 
fountains of the great deep were bro- 
ken up, and it rained upon the earth 
forty days and forty nights, till at 
length the high hills were covered, 
and all fleſh periſhed in the water ; 
but the ark floated, and preſerved 
Noah, and all thoſe with him, alive. 

S. Was this flood univerſal ? 


T. Yes. For the expreſſions of 
ſcripture are as full as poſſible. And 
had not all the earth been covered 
with water, it is probable that God 
would not have ordered Noah to 
build an ark ; but only to remove 
with his family into ſome higher 
part which was not to be drowned. 
Nay, let the mountains and the 
earth themſelves be appealed to for 
the truth of an univerſal deluge. 
Examine the higheſt eminences of 
the globe, and they, with one ac- 
cord, do all produce the ſpoils of the 


ocean, which could never have come 


upon them, unleſs on ſuch an occa- 


fion. The ſhells and ſkeletons of 


fea-fiſh, and ſea-monſters of all 


kinds, which are found upon the 
Alps, and on every mountain in 
the known world, conſpire to form 
one grand univerfal proof, that they 
all had the fea ſpread over their 
higheft ſummits. And in the val- 
lies of Ireland, we have found the 
Monſe-deer of America buried; the 
Elephants, who are natives of ſia 
and Africa, have been dug up in 
the midſt of England; the Egyptian 
Crocodiles have been diſcovered in 
the bowels of the German ſoil ; as 
ſeveral American ſhell- fiſn, and the 
entire ſkeletons of ales; not to 
mention fuch trees and plants as are 
of various kinds, which are not 
known to grow in any region un- 
der heaven, have been found in 
divers other countries. Which 
ſhould be conſidered as an incon- 
teſtable oo of the veracity of 
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Of. the Flood and Noah's Ark. 


Maſess account of the univerſal 
flood. Beſides, all nations have be- 
lieved it: It is mentioned in thoſe 
fragments, which are ſtill preſerved 
by credible authors of ancient hif- 
tories. - It makes part of the tradi- 
tions of the Chineſe and Americans. 

S. Of what male and faſhion 
was this ark? $ 

T. It was not a houſe, neither 
was it made like our modern built 
ſhips; but it rather reſembled a 
large cheſt, made of Gopher or Cedar 
wood, or as ſome probably con- 
jecture of Cypreſs, pitched within 
and without, in length 150 yards, 


in breadth 25, and in height 15. 


Its roof was ſloping, and it con- 
ſiſted of three ſtories or decks; of 
which the firſt and ſecond might 
ſerve for the beaſts and proviſions, 
and the third apartment for to lodge 
Noah and his family, and to keep 
the birds; and, no doubt, but that 
every one of theſe ſtories were di- 
vided into proper ftalls and apart- 
ments, with a range of windows 
above, that went round to give 
light to the whole veſſel, and a door 
in the ſide thereof. All which he 
prepared by faith, according as God 
had appointed him, and finiſhed 
his work ſeven days before the rain 
began to fall, in the land of Chal- 
dza, in the territories of Babylon. 

S. How could Noah bring all ſorts 
of birds and beaſts into the ark ? 

T. Doubtleſs God, who at firſt 
gave dem power and authority 
over all other creatures, at this 
time by an extraordinary diſpoſition 
of his providence, enabled Noah to 
obey his directions in this parti- 
cular. 

S. How could this ark hold every 
thing that was to be put into it:? 


3 


31 
T. According to the dimenſions 
of the ark, it contained 1, 580, 7 50 
cubical feet. Now, if one conſi- 
ders that there are not ane hundred 
ſorts of beaſts, nor twa hundred of 
birds; and that even out of this 
ſmall number, we muſt except all 
animals that are of equivocal 
ration, as inſecis; all that are ac- 
cuſtomed to live in water, as fiſÞ 
and water-fow!; all of the mule 
kind, and all that, by changing 
their climate, change their colour 
and fize, and ſo paſs for different 
creatures, when in reality they are 
the ſame, there can be no difficulty 
to find a place for every creature 
that Noah carried with him into the 
ark; eſpecially when it may be 
obſerved, that all creatures of the 
ſerpentine kind, and other ver mine, 
as the mop, rat, male, &c. only 
took up the hold or bottom of the 
ark, or other ſpaces, without any 
particular cells appointed for them 
S. When did the flood begin? 
T. In the ſecond manth, on the 
17th day of the month. | 
S. How did their ſecond month 
compute with our months? 
T. The Hebrew year was either 
ecclefiaſtreal or civil: The ecelefiafe 
tical, by which their es and 


faſts were regulated, began is 


March; and fos that reaſon, I be- 
lieve, was not known before the 
inſtitution of the law of Aﬀdoſes : 
The civil, by which political affairs 
were ordered, and which, therefore, 
muſt have been of the fame {hand- 
ing with palitical ſocieties, began ia 
September And the 17th day of 
the 2d month falls in with the 
beginning of our November. And 
there is all the reaſon in the world 
to approve of this computation, the 
| autuma 
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autumn being the beſt time for 
Noab to gather in the fruits, and 
to lay them up in the ark. So that 
the flood came in with the winter, 
and was by degrees dried up in the 
following ſummer. 

S. How old was Noah, when he 
entered the ark ? 


And in a few days after, the whole 
face of nature was changed by the 
heavy rains that fell from the hea- 
vens, by the fountains of the great 
deep, which probably were broken 
up by earthquakes ; and by the ſea, 
that, forgetting its bounds, over- 
ſpread the earth with a dreadful in- 
undation; which, continuing for 
the ſpace of forty days and forty 
nights, deſtroyed every living crea- 
ture, as the Lord had ſaid; and lifted 
up the ark ſo that it floated upon 
the waters, which never ceaſed ri- 
ſing till they were 22 feet and an 
half higher than the tops of the 
higheſt mountains. 

S. How long did the fd © con- 
tinue, and Noah remain in the 
ark? 

7. The flood continued in its 
heighth one hundred and fifty days : 
But Noah did not go out of the 
ark, till he was convinced by an 
olive- branch, which a dove, whom 
he had ſent out, brought back in 
her mouth, that the waters were 
abated ; nor then, till he was com- 
manded by God to come out of the 
ark, and to bring with him his fa- 
mily, and every living creature 
that had been preſerved with him: 
Fhe whole time of their confine- 
ment making a ſolar year. 

S. In what part of the earth did 
the ark reſt after the waters ceaſed ? 


T. On the mountiiins of Ararat, 


DS 


about the middle of Armenia, near 
the river of Araxes, or Aras, By 
which mountains we are to under- 
ſtand the higheſt mountains of 
Taurus, which overlook the plains 
of Ararat in Armenia. 
mount Ararat is by the natives 


called Maſis, and ſometimes Meſe- 
7. He was fix hundred years old. ſouſar. 


It ſtands about 12 leagues 
to the 8. E. of the city Erivan, 4 
from Aras or Araxes, and 10 to 
the N. W. of Na#ſcivan, encom- 
paſſed with ſeveral little hills; tho 
it is fixed in the midſt of one of the 
greateſt plains on the earth, and 
entirely ſeparated from the other 
mountains in Armenia, it riſes in 
the form of a ſugar-loaf. To form 
any juſt notion of this mountain, 
you muſt imagine one of the high- 
eſt mountains in the world opening 
its boſom, only to ſhew one of the 


moſt horrid ſpectacles that can be 
thought of. No living animals are 


to be ſeen but at the bottom, and 


towards the middle of the moun- 


tain. They who occupy the loweſt 
region, are poor ſhepherds, and 
ſcabby flocks. The ſecond region 
is poſſeſſed by crows and tygers: 
All the reſt of it, being one half, 
has been covered with ſnow ever 


ſince the ark reſted there; and 


theſe ſnows are covered half the 


year with very thick clouds. 


S. Were there any MOUNcains 
before the deluge ? 

T. Ves. For we have the teſti- 
mony of divine wiſdomgwho de- 
claring her own pre-exiſtence, ſays, 


{ was ſet up from everlaſting, from 
the beginning, or ever the earth was. 


made; when there was no depth, I 
was brought forth; when there were 
no fountains abounding with water, 


before the Mountains were ſettled, 


. before 


Now this 
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before the hills, was I brought forth. 
And beſides, the view of thoſe hills 
and mountains fills the mind with 
juſter notions of God's tremendous 
Majeſty, than a plain ſurface can 
do; and they yield food for ſeveral 
animals formed by nature to live 
upon them, and ſupply us from 
tvithout with many wholſome plants, 
and from within with many uſeful 
metals; and by condenſing the va- 
pours, and ſo producing rain, foun- 
tains, and rivers, they give the very 
plains and valleys themſelves the 
fertility which they boaſt of : Their 
ridges being placed through the 
midſt of the continent, ſerve, as it 
were, for alembics, to diſtil freſh 
water for the uſe of man and beaſt ; 
and their heights give a deſcent to 
thoſe ſtreams, which run gently, 
like ſo many veins of the microcoſm, 
to be the more beneficial to the 
So that ſuch a place as 
our preſent earth is, diftinguiſhed 
into mountains, rivers, Vales and 
hills, muſt be acknowledged to be 
the perfe work of God, when he 
made all things in the beginning 
in weight and meaſure, 

S. Why ſhould God rather de- 
ſtroy the world by this method, 
than by any other means? 

T. We are not to aſk God the 
reaſons of his actions. He is the 
Judge of all the earth, and he al- 
ways decrees righteous judgment. 
But we may account fer this me- 
thod, from a ſurvey of his infinite 
mercy, which appears in the ex- 
ertions of his juſtice : For, ſuppoſe 
God bad deftroyed all fleſh by 
plague, famine, or ſuch-like judg- 
ments, who can conceive the hor- 
ror ſuch a terrible execution, that 
muſt have covered the towns and 


fields with dead bodies, would have 
ſtruck upon righteous Noah and 
his family? How could they have 
lived amongſt ſuch numbers of noi- 
ſome carcailes? But God, in his 
mercy, I ſay, ſhut Noah and his 
righteous family up in the ark, that 
he ſhould not ſee the terrors and con- 
ſternations of ſinners when the flood 
came ; and before he would permit 
them to go out again, he had waſhed 
the dead bodies, and the remains of 
their habitations, into the caverns 
and holes of the earth: So that 
when Neah came forth of the ark, 
there was nothing left to diſturb his 
ſenſes, but enough to fill his imagi» 
nation with a juſt abhorrence of the 
wickedneſs of the ungodly, and a 
due contemplation that Ged, when 
he enters into judgment with the 
wicked, will not pity, nor ſpare, 
nor have mercy, but deiray—and 
cauſe his fury to ref! upon them, un- 
til his anger be accomplifhed. 
S. I am not yet fully ſatished, in 
regard to the quantity of the water 
that overflowed, and drowned the 
earth : Whence could it come? 
T. This queſtion has been an- 
ſwered ſeveral ways: Some have 
ſuppoſed that God created waters 
on purpoſe, and annihilated them 
after his vengeance was over-paſt : 
Some, again, have ſuppoſed a con- 
denſation of the ait, pr a rarefattion 
of the waters: others aſcribe it to a 
divine power, which, by ſome na- 
tural agent, might ſo depreſs the 
ſurface of the ocean, as to force up 
the water of the Aby/s through cer- 
tain channels and openings: others 
would haye us believe that the de- 
luge was occaſioned by the difſolu- 
tion of the primetal earth, diſſolved 
— fexmentation of the incloſed 
Waters, 


34. 
waters, and the fermentatian cauſed 
by the continued intenſe heat of the 
ſun: and there does nat want a 
genius, who endeavours to ſolve 
the whole matter, and to ſupply 
a ſuſtciency of water from the tra- 
jeftion of a comet. But all theſe 
expedients being not founded on the 
word of God, and the divine Philo- 
ſephy of Moſes, prove no more than 
that the wiſdom of men is fooliſhneſs 
with God, and that their inven- 
tions in matters of revelation lead 
them into many errors, 

If we ſearch the (cripture account 
of this great event, it is clear, and 
becoming the wi/dom and potver of 
God, and will be found every way 
competent for ſo great a, work, — 
The windows of heaven being opened, 
inform us, that the clouds poured 
dut water upon the earth, not in or- 
dinacy ſhowers, but in floods, or in 
0 taracts, or with terrible violence 


in a torrent, ſuch as we often ſee 
a thunder cloud. And the breat- 
ing up of. tbe e fountains of the great 
deep, teach us that there is a mighty 
colleion of waters incloſed in the 
bowels of the earth, which conſti- 
tutes a large globe, mn the central or 
interior part of it, and were then 
orced out, and by God's command 
thrown upon the ſurface of it; and 
this is confirmed where the pſalmiſt 
bears witneſs, that God founded the 
earth upon the ſeas, and eſtabliſhed it 
upon the flaogs ; : and that he gathered 
up Foy waters, as in a bag ; ; and laid 
4 the deep, as in a ftare-houſe. 
erefore it is evident that the 
wy was drowned by the waters 
rom the clouds, and the breakin 

up of the Ah, from the bowels o* i 
the earth, which being like a great 
animal, this hd Was Created as 
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The. Holy. B1BLE explained, 
ſupply the place of the, heart in the 


concerning them? 


body of the earth, to furniſh all 
its aqueduts with a ſufficiency, of i 
water; and whoſe ſubterranequs | 
aſſages, as might be exemplif \ 
by” the Ca 7745 and Aae b 
ſeas, are like veins, in the body, 
which receive water out of the ſea, 
as veins do blood out of the liver, 
and, in a continued. circulation, W 
return it to the heart again. 


S. Who were th F575 family 
that entered with Nh into the 
ark ? 


T. They were only his ſong, and 
his wife, and his ſors WIVES, 

S. What were the names of his 
ſons? and what am I to remark 


T. Shem, Ham, and aphith, | 
Shem the ſecond ſon and his elder 
brother Japheth being told by. Ham 
that their father's nakedneſs, Was, un. 
covered within his tent, took a gar. 
ment, and, laying it upon both their | 
ſhoulders, went backward and co- 
vered the nakednefs of their father 
when drunken with win n ſo that 
they ſaw not their father's naked- : 
neſs. This engaged the love of 
their father, w being wakened | 
out of fleep, and being informed of þ 
what his ſon had done, blefled theſe | 
two, and cuiſed, his ſon Fam, in 
the perſon of his. fon Canaan, to be 
a ſervant of ſervants nta his bre- 
thren. It was from Shem that the 
Meſias was lincally deſcended ; and 
it, was his offspring that preserved 
the true worſhig of God from the 
corruption of future ages. In bis 
100 year he begat Arphaxad, and 
lived till he was 600. years old. Hel 
is alfo called the father of all the 
children of Eber; which Eber was 


his great grandſon, A the 13 
rom 
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from Shem ; and from whom both 
the people of Iſrael were called 
Ebrews or Hebrews, and their lan- 
guage the Hebrew tongue : ſo that 
from Shem came the Fews; and 
it is ſaid that his poſterity inha- 
bited the beſt provinces of ia; 
and the Jewiſh Rabbins believe that 
he preſerved and delivered down to 
poſterity thedivine traditions, which 
Noah had learned from his forefa- 
thers. And there donot want thoſe, 
that ſtrenuouſly contend for Shem 
being the very Melchiſedech menti- 
oned in the hiſtory of Mrabam, and 
ſay that he. founded the cities of 
Septa on the coaſt of r 3 Saler- 
num in Italy; and Salem in Judea. 
Nor muſt I forget what Met hodius 
records, that he praiſed 4/ronomy, 
and.was the firſt man that exercifed 
the power of a King. IF 
 Shemhad fiveſons, of whom here- 
after, who became the founders of 
ſo many nations. And Meſes bas 
been more particular and accurate 
in deducing his pedigree, than of 
the other ſons; becauſe it more pro- 
perly ſerved to introduce the hiſtory 
and laws of the Fewifh nation, 

Ham, who is otherwiſe called 
Cham, the youngeſt ſon, was curſed 
by his father, as I told you before. 
He was the father of a numerous 
poſterity, having four ſons, as you 
will hear hereafter, who were the 
founders of ſo many nations. He 
left his brethren, and departed into 
Africa, which is therefore frequent- 
ly called the land of Ham, and took 
up his ſeat in Egypt. He is the ſame, 
whom the Egyptians and the people 
of Lybia worſhipped under the name 
of Ammon, 


Faphethy who was the eldeſt ſon 
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of Noah, though he commonly is 
mentioned laſt, poſſeſſed Europe and 
part of Aa; and his poſterity ſpread 
over the iſles of the Mediterranean 
ſea, of Europe and thoſe that bor- 
dered upon 4/za, all leſſer Aſia and 
the northern parts of Aa about the 
ſources of the rivers Tygris and Eu- 
phrates : and in conſequence of his 
father's bleſſing, his poſterity, the 
Grecians, and afterward the Ro- 
mans, reduced Afia and Africa, the 
habitations of Shem-and Ham, to 
their obedience. Baths 3 
He had ſeven ſons, who all be- 
came rulers of ſo many nations, as 
you will find in the ſequel of this 
hiſtory. The poets make him the 
father of Cælum or Titan and of 
Terra. He poſſeſſed the delightful 
country of Theſſalia, as they ſay, 
and had, Heſter, Atlantis, Epime- 
theus and Prometheus by the Nymph 
Aa. The Grecians claim him for 
the founder of their natien, an 
aſſert him to be the firſt man. An 
it is very, probable that Zapheth was 
the perſon underſtood, by them, 
under the. title of their God Nep- 
tune. | 
S. What is meant by the clean 
and unclean beaſts? * 2 
7. The diſtinction made here be- 
tween clean and unclean beaſts, is not 
in reſpect to man's food, which 
did not take place by à poſitive 
inſtitution till the Iſtaelites were 
come out of Egypt: But it is in 
regard to thoſe beaſts which were 
fit for ſacrifices, and to ſuch ag 
were unfit, from the very begin- 
ning: therefore unclian beaſts re- 
late to all thoſe that were of a ra- 
pacious nature, which were never 


offered up to God. 
DES” S. Why 


* F — — — * 


S. Why did God command 
Noah to take ſeven pair of the clean, 
and only two pair of the unclean, in- 
to the ark ? 

T. That beſides the making pro- 
viſion for ſacrifices, he might mani- 
feſt his wiſdom and goodneſs; pre- 


ſerving a greater number of thoſe 


that are »/efal for the ſervice and 
food” of man, and reſtraining the 
numbers of thoſe beaſts, which are 
hurtful. Hence it may not be im- 
proper to remark, that the ſame 
order is by divine providence con- 
tinued to this day ; the innocent and 
uſeful creatures increaſing, xt leaſt, 
five times more than the rapacious. 

S. How did Noah behave after 
he, and his family, with all the 


creatures, were permitted to come 


but of the ark ? 
T. He built the firſt altar, that 
we read of, and thereon offered an 
agreeable facrifice unto God ; who 
then alſo promifed that he would 
no more deſtroy the world as he 
had then done ; but that while the 
earth remained, ſced- time and har- 
veſt, winter and ſpring, ſummer 
end autumn, night and day ſhould 
not ceaſe; and gave him the 
rainbow for a perpetual token of 
the truth of that promiſe. He al- 
ſo gave Noah and his ſons ſeveral 
ants; for, as hitherto it does not 


_ appear, that God had permitted 


man to eat fleſh, he gives them leave 
to kill any of the beaſts for food, pro- 
vided they did not put them to un- 


. neceſſary torture, nor eat any part 


of their blood ; and to put both man 
and beaſt to death, that ſhould be 
convicted of killing any of the hu- 
man kind. Here you may obſerve 
the firſt appointment vf magiſtrates, 
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with power to puniſh evil-doers z 
and that God, who, before the flood, 
puniſhed murder with his own 
hands, as in the cafe of Cain, com; 
mits that power now to men in au- 
thority. To theſe promiſes and 
grants he added this further encon- 
ragement, to be fruitful and multi- 
ply, and to repleniſh the earth, 

S. Was this promiſe and theſe 
grants from God obtained by any 
merit in the ſacrifice offered by 
Neah ? | 


T. There was no merit in the | 


offering or ſacrifice. God never re- 
gards the oblation itſelf. It is not 
the flefh, nor the blood that is of- 
fered up to the Almighty, but it is 
the grateful ſenſe, the thankſgrving, 
and the fincere affections of the of- 
ferer that are acceptable to him; 
which is all that is meant hy being 

tateful to him, as perfumes, or 
weet odours are, to us. And even 
then, all the merit our oblation ean 
have is through Crit alone. — And 
thus Neab ſought God in his facri- 
fices, by commemorating the Lamb 
of God, which was ſlain from the 
foundation of the world, and ſo 
found acceptance before God. But, 
had there been any merit in Noah's 
facrifice, it was not the procuring 
cauſe of the covenant ot promiſe 
here mentioned, which had been in 
the divine council from everlaſting, 


and was now only, as the propereſt | 


time, declared to Noah. 
S. Has not this promiſe been bro- 


ken?” 


T. No. God ſays only, that he 
will never ſmite any more every liy- 
ing thing in the manner he had done; 
i. e. With an univerſal deluge: there- 


fore neither can any local inundati- 
on 
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Of the Rainbow and Noah's Drunkenneſs. 


on bea breach of this covenant ; nor 
is it any bar to his deſtroying the 
world by fire at the laſt day. 

S. Was there no rainbow before 
the flood ? | 

T. Moſt probably there was not: 
for, though the curious mixture of 
light and ſhade diſcernable in the 
rainbow ariſes naturally from the 
diſpoſition of the air, and denſity of 
a cloud; yet it is falſe to aſſert that 
every diſpoſition of the air, and eve- 
ry denſity of a cloud, is fitly quali- 
fied to produce a rainbow. And as 
God, when he gives a ſign in the 
heavens or on the earth, of any pro- 
phecy or promiſe to be fulfilled, 
muſt do it by ſomething new, or by 
ſome change wrought in nature, 
whereby he teſtifieth to us that he js 
able and willing to perform his pro- 
miſe; ſo if every thing continues to 
be as it was * #: and the face of 
nature in all its parts the very ſame, 
it cannot ſignify any thing new, nor 
any new intention of the author of 
nature, and conſequently cannot be 
a ſign or pledge, a token, or aſſur- 
ance of the accompliſhment of any 
new covenant, or promiſe made by 
him. 

S. What does philoſophy ſay con- 
eerning the rainbow? 

T. Common philoſophy afficms 
it to be a natural ſign that the clouds 
begin to diſperſe, and conſ.quently 
that there will not be much rain. 
And becauſe it always appears in a 
thin cloud, after heavy ſhowers, the 
God of nature choſe this ſign be- 
fore any other, to convince us that 
he would never ſuffer the clouds to 
gather again to ſuch a degree, as to 
bring another deluge upon the whole 
earth. 


8. I am furpriſed to hear that 
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Noab, who bore ſuch a good cha- 

rater before the flood, and had re- 

ceived ſo many favours from God, 

ſhould fo ſoon get drunk, and ex- 
ſe his nakedneſs. 

7. This ſurpriſe of yours I hope 
will be ſomewhat removed, when I 
have told you that the original word, 
tranſlated drunken, may be rendered, 
Noab drank plentifully of wine, but 
not to exceſs, and fell aſleep. And 
if this was the caſe, Moſes did not 
intend to accuſe Noah of intempe- 
rance, but purely to deſcribe to the 
Ifraelites the cauſe of the curſe un- 
der which the Canaanites, againſt 
whom they were 5 had lain 
ever ſince the days of Noah. So that 
I may venture to ſay, that he drank 

lentifully, without impeaching his 
ſobriety, and that he was acciden- 
tally uncovered in his ſleep, without 
any ſtain to his modeſty. But if this 
interpretation is not ſatisfactory, 
take this character in the worſt ſenſe, 
and therein you read an excellent 
inſtruction to take heed leſt you fall 
into the like exceſs, though you have 
hitherto eſcaped the pollutions of 
the world, and approved your fide- 
lity to God in every trying junc- 
ture : for wine is a mocker, ſtrong 
drink is raging, and whoſoever is 
deceived thereby, is not wiſe. 

S. Why did Noah curſe Canaan 
and not Ham ? | | 

T. Becauſe according to the Je- 
iþ tradition, which indeed is far 
from being improbable, Canaan hav- 
ing firſt diſcovered Noah's naked- 
neſs, made himſelf merry therewith, 
and afterwards ridiculed him to his 
father Ham. 

S. What was the curſe, and how 
was it fulfilled ? bs _— 

T. That Canaan ſhould be a ſer- 

D 3 'vant 
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vant to Shem. Which was accom- 
iſhed when the //raelites, the de- 
dendants of Shem, about 800 years 


after, drove ſome of the Canaanites 


into Egypt, Africa and (Greece, and 


having conquered their land, ſubdu- 
ed the remainder under a heavy 
yoke.—And that he ſhould be a fer; 
vant to Japbeth. Which came to 
paſs, when the Greeks and Romans, 
the deſcendants of Fapheth, utterly 
deſtroyed thoſe Canaanites that had 
taken refuge at Tyre, Thebes and 
Carthage, and the adjacent coun- 
tries. But here I muſt not forget to 
tell you that ſome eaſtern writers ſa 
that the effect of this curſe was, 
that all on a ſudden the ſkin of Ham 
Canaan turned black; and that 
conſequently all the Blacks are de- 
ſcended from them, | | 
$. How did Noah bleſs his ſon 
Japheth 4 
T. By foratelling that his terri- 
tories ſhould be enlarged, which is 
in part ſhewn already, and of which 
more hereafter. And that he ſhould 
dwell in the tents of Sh m. So the 
Greeks and Romans invaded and con- 
quered that part of Aſia, where the 
poſterity of Shem had planted them- 
ſelves: And both Alexander and Cæ- 
ſar took Feruſalem, and made all the 
countries thereabout tributary. 

S. How do you make it out that 
Canaan became a ſervant of ſervants 
to his brethren ? | | 
T. Thus: Shem's poſterity over- 
powered, and reduced the.Conga- 
nite; and the ſons of Japheth ſub- 
dued, and made the ſons of Shem 
their vaſſals: So that the poſterity of 
Canaan became the ſervant of ſer- 
vants in the literal ſenſGQQ. 
8, How was the bleſſing of Shem 

verified? - © 
| 3 


7. This bleſſing is very peculiar: 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of Shem, 


ſays Noah; a bleſſing founded upon 
a better covenant, and eſtabliſhe 
upon better promiſes than any tem- 
454 or worldly grant can be. In 
ne he knew it to be the counſel of 
God, that of his loins the Meſſiab 
or promiſed ſeed ſhould be born in 
the fulneſs of time. . | 
S. When did Noah die? 


T. In theg50 year of his age, 350 
years after the flood : and he is re- | 


ported to be buried in Meſopotamia, 


S. Did he leave any precepts be- 


hind him ? 

T. The Jews reckon up ſeven ; 
{ix whereof are thoſe I have remark- 
ed in the days of Adam, and the ſe- 
venth is a prohibition to eat raw fleſh 
or any member of the fleſh of a 
beaſt taken from it alive. They 
that tranſgreſſed any of theſe among 
the 7ews were to be killed with the 
ſword, And ſuch Heathens that con- 
ſented to keep them, though they 
were not circumciſed, nor kept any 
of the other ordinances, given to the 
Iſraelites, were permitted to dwell 
among them, as ſtrangers, by the 
name of Proſelytes of the Gate. Be- 


ſides theſe ſeven precepts, the blood 


of man was expreſly forbid to be 
ſhed, and murder was commanded 
to be puniſhed with death. This 
was the Maachial diſpenſation, 

S. What language did Noab and 
his children ſpeak? ?: | 
T. The ſame as God taught Adam 
and his poſterity : for not only Noab 
conyerled many years with his 
grandfatber Mecthuſelah, but Shem, 
in whoſe family the ſame language 
with the purity of religion, was con- 
tinyed down, was ſome, time con- 
temporary with Abraham * So that, 
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as there can be no doubt but that 
Miſes recorded the hiſtory of his 
bwn nation in his native language; 
that which we have now in the Fen- 


«aa aaa. > am da Ki. r r 
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tattuch is it all probabint the fame 


with that, which God taught Am 
and Adam his poſterit 7. 
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Of the Confuſion 9 
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8. TT TOW then came it to paſs 
11 that there are now fo ma- 
ny different tongues and languages 
in the world? 

F. Noal's poſterity having in- 
creaſed in numbers, and many of 
them fargetting the juſtice of God, 
and becoming wicked, thought. to 
indulge their vanity, and to ſecure 
thetnſelves from diſperſion, by unit- 
ing their force in one city of great 
ftrength; and building a tower of 
moſt extraordinary height and 
ſtrength. Led by ambition and folly, 
They deſigned this city and tower, not 
only as a laſting monument of their 
fame, but as the head of an univerſal 
kingdom, and the centre of their 
unity. And the latter alſo was pro- 


bably intended as a grand mark, the 


ſight of which at a great diſtance, 
would direct ſuch of them, as were 
obliged to go abroad for forage, c. 
in that vaſt plain, their way to return. 
This being contrary to the deſign of 
God, who knoweth our thoughts 
long before, and taketh the crafty in 
the imagination of their own hearts, 
he preſently put a ſtop to their pro- 
ject, by ſo confounding their lan- 
guage, that they, who were all of one 
ſpeech beſore, ſpake ſo differently, as 
now they could not underſtand each 
other. Hence ſuch confuſion enſued, 
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Tongues at the Building of the Tower 7 
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that they deſiſted from theit formet 
intention, and each family confult- 
ing their own intereſt, and retirin 
from that place, were diſperſed ov 
the whole earth, and took up their 
abode in ſuch countries as the Lord 
by his providence led them ts, This 
miracle is a proof of the power that 
God hath upon the minds and 
8 of men. e nc” e 
How long was it after the 
flood, before this happened! 
T. It happened in the days of 


Pelig, the fourth generation after 


Shem, the ſon of Noah; which, as 
Pelig was not born till 161 years 
and lived 239 years, may be prob4- 
7 to the 200 year, "after the 


S. Who were concerned in this 

work, and great event? Fg 
T. The chiefs of all the families 

of the earth, who then were the fa- 


thers of all mankind. And it has 


been conjectured, that God inſpired 
them with ſo many tongues as thefe 
were chiefs, including the original 


" Hebrew confined to the fatnily of 
Sbem. Thus they were ſeparated 
into their lands, every one after his 


own tongue, and after their fami- 
lies. And thus union might be the 
better preſerved under each parti- 
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"cult government. 
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S. In what country was this tower 
attempted to be built? 

T. In the land of Shinar, which 
is a part of the province of Baby- 
lon. 

S. What were the dimenſions of 
this tower ? | 

T. It was a ſquare of half a mile 

in the whole circumference; the 
height of which was vaſtly great, 
and was divided as ſeveral writers 
have repreſented it into eight tow- 
ers built one upon another; and the 
paſſage to it was a circular or wind- 
ing way, carried round the outſide 
of the building to its higheſt point. 
S. How can we ſuppoſe, in ſo 
ſhort a time after the flood, ſuffi- 
cient numbers to build ſuch a tower, 
and afterwards to be ſo diſperſed ? 

T. It is moſt probable, that in that 
early time, when the conſtitutions 
of men were much ſtronger, their 
lives longer than at preſent; and 
eſpecially when God, who com- 
manded the perſons who came out 
of the ark to be fruitful and multi- 
ply and repleniſh the earth, may be 
ſuppoſed to have bleſſed them in a 
more extraordinary manner in the 
procreation of children, the num- 
bers who before this period were 
born, and arrived at ſtrength, were 
great, and quite equal to the works 
here related of them. 

S. Can you inform me by whom 
the ſeveral parts of the earth were 
divided after the flood ? 


T. By the families of the ſon of 


Noah, Moſes begins his account 
of the origin of nations with the 
deſcendants of Fapheth, and by theſe 


* evere the ian s of the Gentiles diui- 


ded. His ſon Gomer inhabited Phrygia 
on the North of Judea; whoſe eldeſt 
ſon Aſenaz pitched his tent in the 
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N. W. part of the leſſer Iſa, near 
the Euxine ſea, on whom to the 
eaſtward bordered his ſecond ſon 
Riphath; but his other ſon Togar- 
mah fixed his family in Cappadocia, 
on the N. of Judea, cloſe to his fa- 
ther Gomer, who is ſuppoſed to 
have occupied part of Phrygia, — 
This was the firſt ſituation of thig 
branch of Faphet's family : But in 
proceſs of time the offspring of Go- 
mer, called Cimmerii and Cimbri, ex- 
tended themſelves over the Palus 
Mraotis, beyond the Danube into 
Germany, and Gaul or France, from 
whence they paſſed into Britain, 
and are eſteemed to be the founders 
of the Welch, who to this day call 
themſelves Kumero, 

Magog, Japhet's ſecond ſon, poſ- 
ſeſſed the N. E. of the Euxine ſea, 
and became the father of the Scy- 
thians, from whom in after ages the 
Parthians, Tartars, Turks, and 
Chineſe are deſcended. 

Medai, his third ſon, either caff 
his lot in Macedonia, or, as it iS 
more generally thought, he was the 
father of the Medes. 

Javan, his fourth ſon, ſet up his 
abode in Greece; and his fon Eli- 
ſhah took poſſeſſion of all the iſles 
between Europe and Aſia; his ſe- 
cond ſon Tarſhifh ſeated his family 
in Cilicia, and other regions in the 
S. E. parts of leſſer A; from 
whence in proceſs of time there went 
forth colonies into Spain. Kittin, 
his third ſon, retired to the ſea coaſt 
of the leſſer 4/a alſo ; became fa- 
mous for ſhipping : and his poſterity 
are ſuppoſed to have ſent forth co- 
lonies into Cyprus, Macedonia and 
Italy, And Javuan's youngeſt fon 
Dodanim became the father of the 
Dorians, who poſſeſſed Doris, allo a 

country 
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Of the Foundation f all Nations. 


of the leſſer Ha: and from 


7 hence the iſland of Rhades was firſt 


inhabited. 
Japbet's fifth ſon Tubal is the 


founder of the Aſiatic Iberians, who 


were merchants, trading in ſlaves 
and in veſſels of braſs. 
Moſbech, his fixth ſon, travelled 


as far as Muſcovy, and became the 
father of the Ruſſian empire, And 
Tiras, his younger ſon, eſtabliſhed 


the name of the Thracians.—And 
thus I have anſwered your queſtion 
in regard to the firſt branch of No- 
ab's family. 

Ham or Cham travelled into E- 

t and ſettled there with his ſon 

:zraim, his ſecond ſon. 

Cuſb, his firſt born, ſettled in 
Arabia; and was poſſeſſed of Ethi- 
opia in Ila, and the land of Midian 
on the borders of the Red ſea. This 


4¹ 
the fourth, on Lybia Marmorica; 
the fifth, on that part of Egypt cal - 


led Pathros ; the ſixth, on the other 


ſide of Egypt called Caſiotis, and the 
mountain Caſius, from whoſe poſte- 
rity Colchis in Aſia was peopled ; and 
the youngeſt ſon was the progenitor ' 
of the Phils/tines, and father of the 
Cuppadocians and Cretians. 

Phut was the third ſon of Ham, 
and, dividing Africa with his bro» 
ther Mizraim, he ſpread more weſt- 
ward into Mauritania. You will. 
hear more concerning Nimrad here- 
after, 

Canaan, Ham's youngeſt ſon, poſ- 
ſeſſed all that country called the land 
of Canaan, and was ſucceeded by 
his eldeſt ſon Sidon on the N. of that 
country; and by Hetb, who found - 
ed the Hittites, near Hon, on the. 
S. of the ſame country: And from 


Cuſb had a ſon called Seba, who him ay ſprang the Zebuſites, who, 


pave a name to a country on the 8. 
part of Arabia ; as his ſon Ha- 
vilah did alſo to another region ſi- 
tuated higher to the N. in Arab:a. 
And his other ſons Sabtah, Raamab 
and Sabtecha, and the ſons of Raa- 
mah, whoſe names are Sheba and 
Dedan, gave origin to ſo many dif- 
ferent people in that ſame large 
country of Arabia, whoſe names they 
bore many ages after. 

Mixraim, the ſecond ſon of Ham, ma 
built Zoar, Thebes and Memphis. He 
Was 45 by his poſterity, and had 
ſeven ſ@ns whoſe names are Ludim, 
Anamin, Lehabim, Naphtubim, Pa- 
thrufim, Caſluhim and Caphtorim, 
who became the founders of ſeven 
nations. Ludim the eldeſt fixed 2 
on Ethiopia in the S. of Africa; the 
ſecond, on the country about the 
temple of Jupiter Ammon, and the 
Nazamones ; the third, on Lybia 


ſyrians : 


poſſeſſed Febus Or 7er. uſalem ; 3 the 
Anoerites, —— inhabited che moun- 
tains ; the Canaanites, who dwelt, 
by the ſea, on the coaſt of Jordan 
the Girgaſbites on the eaſt ſide of the 
ſea of Tiberias, along the upper part 
of Jordan; the Hivites in the nor- 
thern parts of Canaan; the Arvadite, 
in the iſle Aradus on the Phænician 
cy the Zemarite, at Edeſſa in 
loſyria ; the Hamathite, near Ha- 
in Palefline. 

Shen, 5 a4 ſon Elam gave a 
name to the Elamites or Perſians : 
his ſecond ſon Abur founded the Af 
his third ſon, Arphaxad, 
and his family, with whom the pri- 
mitive Hebrew language continued 
after the confuſion of tongues, re- 
mained in the ſouthern parts of Me- 


ſepotamia, near the plains, or vals 


ley of Shinar : though his ſon Sa- 
lah is thought to have dwelt EY 


42 
coaſt of dcin: his fourth ſon Lud 
raiſed the Lydiun nation, near the 
* Aram, who was Shem's. youngeſt 
ſon, took poſſeſſion of Armenia, Me- 
a and Syria: and his fon L, 
building the city Damaſcus, ſubject- 
ed the whole land of Oz, whi 
comprehended, from thence, a good 
part of Arabia Deſerta, às far as 
Arabia Petraa. His ſecond ſom Hul, 
or Chul, occupied Armenia the Grea- 
try. His third fon, Geher, ſeated 
Himſelf in Mbania, bordering on Ar- 
menia, and his youngeſt ſon Meſh 
727 his family near the mountain 
I $09 6117 316 55 1} 
Tho' Arphaxalt and his ſons, ex- 
cept Salah, remained near Shinar, 
his grandſon Fottan, theyſon of his 
eldeſt ſon Heber, or Eber, had thir- 
teen ſons, who were the founders 
of ſo many nations in India and 
Arabia Felix. 4 . l 
© Thus you hear, how the whole 
earth” was peopled by Shim, Hum 
and Fapheth, the ſons of Noah, and 
their defcendants. And as the ori- 
gin of ſome nations, and their par- 
ticular progenitors, are not to be aſ- 
certained from other hiſtorians and 
ancient records; the Moſaic account, 
which fays that By theſe were the 
nations divided in the earth after the 
flood, muſt be eſteemed the beſt, 
and the foundation of all hiſtory. 
- 8. Did this diviſion, and foun- 
dation of all countries and nations, 
take place immediately upon the 
confuſion of tongues? = 
© T. The ſacred text ſays only that 
by theſe (perſons already mentioned) 
were the nations divided after the 
flood. . 80 that, as it does not inti- 
mate how long after the flood, 1 
fee no reaſon to affirm that it was 
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which of the world by the fons of V 


them out, he at laſt reſolve, under 


done immediately upon the confu- 
ſton of rongues, or by theſe only, 
or by theſe all at once, but at ſeve- 
ral times as their families increaſed, 
ſeparated, and extended themſelves 
after the flood. TRAIT. 3121 
Thus you fee that the plantations 
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vah 
and his offspring, recorded by Ma- 
fes,are not unprofitable fables, but a 
moſt valuable piece of hiſtory, which 
diftinguiſheth from all other people 
that particular nation, of which 
Chriſt was to come; and ſhews us 
the firſt riſe and origin of all nations, 
their gradual increaſe, and fucceſ- 
five migrations, cities built, lands 
cultivated, kingdoms raiſed, and go» 
vernments ſettled, a I, 4 
S. You promiſed to give me an 
account of Nimrod the ſon of Cuſb. 
T. Of all the ſons of Cub, the 
ſon of Ham, Nimrod diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by his bravery and courage. 
His name, it is true, ſignifies rebel, 
which might have been given him fot 
ſome remarkable wickedneſs or re- 
belllon againſt God, or perhaps on 
actount of his being the firſt perſon, 
after the nations were divided, that 
broke thtough the original == 
ment, and by force thvated the 
property of his neighbours. . The 
caſe might. be this: Being allotted 
to ſome country much overrun with 
wild beaſts, and finding that God 
proſpered his endeavours to hunt 
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the pretence of hunting, to draw to- 
ethet an army of ſtout young fel- 
ows, and with them to attack his 
ceable neighbours, and to enlarge 

is government by ſeizing upon lands 


belonging to ſome of the poſterity of 5 

Shem; by which means dorge a 

ſed of the fruitful valley of my ſeq 
| | 0 0 
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of Shinar, he built the city Babylon 
on the ſame ground, Where the 
tower of Babe! had been begun. 
This city ſtood on both fides of 
Euphrates ; and in proceſs of time 
its circumference became 45 miles; 
its walls were 50 cubits bigh, and 
fo broad that carts and coaches 
could paſs on them without inter- 
ruption ; the two parts of it were 
joined by a ſumptuous bridge, 
whoſe ends were adorned with two 
palaces; and the temple of Belus, 
which was the tower of Babel, rear- 
ed his head in the midſt of the city. 
Nimrod fixed his reſidence here, 
and taking upon him the title and 
power of a king, made this the me- 
tropolis of the Babyloniſb empire, 
of which he was the firſt monarch. 
And afterwards, continuing to en- 


large his empire, he laid the foun- 


dations of the cities Erech, Accad, 


and Calneh, in the neighbouring 
paſſing into 


provinces. But A/bur, 


Apia, built Nineveh, Rehoboth, 


atah and Reſen or Lariſſa on the 


banks of the Tygrrs, to ſecure his 
new conqueſts from any future in- 
valion, and thus laid the founda- 
tion of the Mirian empire. 

S. Does Moſes record an exact 
catalogue of ALL. Noah's deſcen- 
dants ? | | meh 

T. No; neither was it neceſſary: 
becauſe his hiſtory was only deſign- 
ed to give a general account of the 
names of ſome certain perſons, de- 
ſcended of each of Noah's children, 
who became famous in their gene- 
rations; his chief intention being, as 
I have ſaid before, to deſcribe the 
true genealogy of the promiſed feed, 
or the Meſſiab. Ann 
8. How does he make out the 
ſeque}-of-this gerieaIogy? 


7. He carries it down to Abram 
in the line of Shem, by his third ſon 
Arphaxad, the father of Selah, who 
was the father of Eber; from whom 
came Peleg, the father of Rex ; who 
was the father of Serug ; and from 
him Naber, the father of Terah, 
who was the father of Hum. 
S. What are the moſt remarkä- 
ble circumſtances in their days? 
T. Beſides what has been already 
mentioned, it may be proper to re- 
mark, that Neu is the ſame as Ra. 
gau, recorded in 1 Chron. i. 25. and 
that Terah had three ſons Abram, 
Nabor and Haran, which Haran iz 
recorded to be the firſt ſon ſince th 
creation, that died a natural ey 
before his father. ofa c > 
S. Did the deſcendants of Naah 
preſerve the worſhip of God pure 
down to the days of ram 
T. No. They fell into groſs ido- 
latry, changing the glory of the in- 
corruptible,. God into the ima 
of corruptible man, apd of birds 
and four-footed beaſts, and creep- 
ing things; after they had worſhip» 
ped the ſun, moon and ſtars, even 
all the hoſt of heaven. And, tho” 
the fixed time be not certain, hen 
this apoſtacy firſt happened; it 
certainly 19010 the” days of fore. 
ham in Chaldea, whoſe inhabitants 
worſhipped the fan, and are fail 
in the book of th to have ex- 
pelled Abraham's family from . 
mongſt them, becauſe they refuſed 
to join in the worſhip of their gods,; 
though it is alſo likely, that Terah, 
Abrams father, was certainly cor- 
Tupted with idolatry and polytheiſm. 
But God being' mindful to ſelect 
this family, out of the reſt of man- 
kind, and in them to eſtabliſh his 
church, ordered Trrab to leave his 
habitation 


habitation at Ur, in the eaſtern part 
of Meſopotamia, included ſometimes 
under the name of Chaldea, and to 
retire into Canaan with his ſon A. 
bram and his wife, and his grand- 
fon Lot. Terah obeyed, but in the 
way hedied at Haran or Charran, a 
city in the N. W. part of Meſopo- 
tamia. 

Here it will not be improper to 
obſerve the inſufficiency of reaſon 
to guide us in the matters of reli- 
gion. Who can boaſt of ſo great 
advantages as theſe ancients had? 
They lived much nearer the begin 
ning of the world; God's judg- 
ments in the flood and the confuſton 
of tongues were freſh in mind: The 
articles of their religion were few 
and natural: They had not ſo many 


temptations to luxury, pride and 
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intemperance, as are now abroad in 
the world: Yet they alienated 
themſelves from the light of God, 
and lightly regarded the counſels of 
the moſt high; they forſook the 
guide of their youth, and rejected 
thoſe revelations, which at ſundry 
times, and-in divers manners, were 
made known to their forefathers for 
the rule and meaſure of their faith 
and practice: and yet no one can 
deny that thoſe idolaters had as 
great a claim to reaſon, as any of 
our modern freethinkers ; but pro- 
feſſing themſelves wiſe, they dege- 
nerated into fools ; and have left us 
a convincing proof, that reaſon, 
unaſſiſted by the light and authority 
of divine revelation, will run into 


folly, ſuperſtition and impiety, 


— 
„ 
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| CHAP. v. ye: 
God's choice and ſeparation of Abraham and his ſeed to be his pe- 


culiar peop 


le. The travels of 


Abraham and Lot. Of Mel- 


chizedeck. Of Abraham's ſucceſs, children, and of the deſtruc- 
tion of Sodom, Wc, Of Abraham's faith in offering up his ſon 
Iſaac; the death of his wife Sarah, and of his ſecond marriage 


and bis own death. 


8. HAT did God do, when 

he ſaw that his former 
judgments did not deter the increaſ- 
ing world from ſuperſtition, idola- 
try and impiety ? 
T. He reſolved to ſeparate a peo- 
ple from among the nations, to 
whom he would reveal his will, diſ- 
play his glory, and by certain pe- 
culiar laws and ordinances keep 
them under his eſpecial govern- 
ment. This deſign he accompliſhed 
in Aram; who being commanded 
by the Lord to leave his own coun- 


try and relations, took his wife and 
family and his nephew Lot, and de- 
parted to the land of Canaan, in 
faith that God would give it to his 
poſterity, and that in his ſeed all 


the families of the earth ſhould be 


bleſſed; becauſe of him was the 
Meſſiab to be born, who has recon- 
ciled all thoſe, that believe in him, 
to the juſtice of God. | 
S. Where does the land of Ca- 

naan lie? N 
T. It lies between the Mediter- 
ranean ſea, and the mountains of 
= | Arabia, 
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Arabia, and extends from Egypt to 
Phenicia. It is bounded to the E. 
by the ſaid mountains; on the S. by 
the wilderneſs of Paran, ldumæa 
and Egypt; on the W. by the Me- 
diterranean or great ſea; and on 


to the Lord at Bethel; and from 
thence, travelling ſouthward, being 
ſtopt by a famine, he turned off in- 
to Egypt for the greater conveni- 
ence and better ſupport of his fa- 
mily and herds; for he was mafter 


NG CT VO” 3 WW, v9 ©, oO, FI. OO av, WF, _ WY, CG VO RY Wav 


of great flocks of cattle which he 
carried with him. 
S. What befel Abram in Egypt? 
T. Abram knowing that he was 
obliged to enter a country wholly” 
given up to luxury, and all kind of 
exceſs, who neither feared God- 
nor regarded men; and knowing 
that ſome precaution would be ne- 
ceſſary to guard againſt their power, 
paſſion and luſt, eaſily prevailed on 
Sarai his wife, to own herſelf his 
ſiſter. Her beauty, as he had ſuſ- 
pected, was ſoon reported to the 
king, who, being taptivated at her 
light, propoſed to keep her as a 
royal concubine ; out of which dan- 
gerous ſituation nothing but the 
wiſdom of God could deliver the 
chaſte Sarai; which was effected 
by plaguing Pharaoh and his houſe 
with great plagues; which ſome 
give it rather than any other to his have interpreted by grievous ulcers 
ſeed ? | | on their ſecret parts, which depriv- 
T. This was ſurely a matter of ed them of the power of enjoying 
# indifference, nor does the queſtion any woman. And God alſo gave 
require any anſwer. I ſhall juft tell them underſtanding to apply their 
you what ſome have thought, that puniſhment: for Pharaoh ſent for 
this country was not allotted to any Abram, on whom before he had be- 
of the ſons of Ham by the original ſtowed many valuable preſents, and 
ſettlement; but that Canaan had chiding him for denying Sarai to 
invaded and uſurped it from the be his wife, returned her to him 
children of Shem, to whom it did of again, and commanded him to de- 
right belong; and from whom 4- part out of his dominions with all 
bram was deſcended : therefore it that he poſſeſſed. | 2 bels 
belonged to him and his poſterity S. What did Abram do more in 
by original title. | _ Egypt? U 
S. Did Abram remain at Sichem? J. Jeſephus tells us that he gain- 
T. No; he removed to mount ed himſelf infinite credit by his ſo- 
f Ephraim, and erected another altar lid judgment, eaſy elocution, in- 
3 ſtructive 


the N. by the mountains of Liba- 
nut; being in length about 70 
leagues, and thirty in breadth. It 
took its name from the youngeſt 
ſon of Ham, and, in the ſeriptute 
phraſe, is called the land of Pro- 
miſe, and the land of 1/rael; the 
land of Fudah, -and now the holy 
Land. | 
S. In what part thereof did Abram 
pitch his tent? | 

T. When he arrived in thiscoun- 
try, he firſt ſtopt at the famous oak, 
or rather; grove of Moreh, not far 
from where the city of Sichem or 
Sychar was afterwards founded in 
Samaria; and having there built 
an altar, and paid his devotions to 
God, he in a viſion received freſh 
aſſurances of the divine promiſe. 
S. Why did God ſend Abram in- 
to this country, and promiſe to 
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ſtructive talent of informing and 
convincing his hearers at once; and 
he was the firſt that read lectures 
of aſtronomy and arithmetic in 
that nation, from whence thoſe 
two ſciences paſſed into Greece. Pro- 
phane authorstell us that he reigned 
at Dame ſcus ; that he invented let- 
ters, and the Hebrew language, and 
that he wrote a book on the crea- 
tion, intitled Fezire, The Per- 
ſians believe him to be the ſame as 
Zoroaſtres, the founder of their ſu- 

ſtition. 

S. Why was the king of Egypt 
called Pharaoh ? 

T. Pharaoh, ſignifying one that is 
free from, or above the laws, was a 
proper name for a king; and thus 
inthe Coptic tongue it is a king. This 
name was the title of the Egyptian 
kin gs for many generations after. 
S. Whereunto did. Abram jour- 
ney from EH tt? 

T. He returned with Lat and all 


their ſubſtance and herds to the altar 


at Bethel. But in a little time their 
fubſtance grew ſo great, that they 
could not with any conveniency and 
accommodation dwell any longer 
together. Quarrels daily enſued, a- 
mongſt their herdſmen. At laſt by 
conſent Let removed to the fertile 
and pleaſant. plains of Sodom and 
Gomorreh, at the end of which was 
the little city Zoar, on the banks of 
Jordan, leaving Abram in poſſeſſion 
of their firſt habitation at Bethel; 
*till the Lord having renewed the 
promiſe of enlarging his poſterity, 
and confirmed the gift of all the 
land, he could ſee; to him and them, 
he alſo removed to the oak orgrove 
of Mamre, not far from Hebron or 
Chebron, where he built another al- 
tar unto. the Lord, 


The HOLY B1BLE explained. 


S. In what part was Hebron ſi- 
tuated ? 

T. Upon a hill twenty miles to 
the S. of Feruſalem, and twenty N. 
from Beerſbeba. It was built very 
ſoon after the flood; and was firſt 
called K:irjath- Arta. | 

S. Did Lot live at peace in his 
new habitation ? 

T. No. He was ſoon after hiz 
ſettling at Sodom taken by Chedor- 
laomer's army, who was king of E- 
lam, that is, Per/ia, and his allies, 
who came to reduce the kings of 
Sodom, and four more of his petty 
tributaries, who bad ſhaken off his 
yoke and confederated againſt him, 

S. Who was this Chedorlaomer ? 
and by whom was he aſſiſted in this 
expedition ? 

T. The Chedorlaomer of Moſes 
was king, or royal governor of 
Perſia, firſt under Zameis, (pros 
bably Ninyas ) who then lived in 
Per/ia, at the head of the Aſſyrian 
monarchy ; which Ninyas was the 
firſt that appointed deputies under 
him with the character of kings ot 
royal governors; of which ſort was 
Amraphel, king of Shinar, his de- 
puty at. Babylon ;. and Ariochy king 
of Cela-ſyria, his deguty at £ apes, 
Ellas, or Ellaſar, a city on the 
borders of Arabia : theſe deputy- 
kings, with Tidal, king of nations, 
aſſembled there, or Ar:as, the ſuc- 
ceſſor of Minyas, and ſultan or em- 
peror of the Hamites, or countries 
ſubje& to the ¶Mrian monarchy, 
erected by Nimrod, a deſcendant 
of Ham, aſſembled their forces and 
marched. againſt the five petty kings 
of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admab, Ze- 
dim and Bela, or Zaar. T hefe 
kings ſtood. upon their defence. in 


the vale of Siddim, but were vany 
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Of Abraham's Succeſi ond Melchizedeck's Perſon. 47. 


quiſhed ; and their cities became a 
prey to the conquerors, who Car- 
ried away Lot and all his ſubſtance, 
— This is the firſt pitched battle re- 
corded. in ſcripture. | 


S. What did ram de on this 


e e iu ag" 
T. He no ſooner heard thereof, 
but, putting himſelf at the head of 
18 of his ſervants and depengants, 
and taking with bim the aſſiſtance 
of three perſons, who ſeem. to have 
been of note and Conſequence, and 
probably furniſhed. him with forces. 
on this occaſion, Aner, E/þco; and, 
Mamre, he purſucs, the enemy, 
comes up with them in the night, 
divides his little army into compa- 
nies, and finding them ſecure, and, 
it may be, drunk and- alleep, at- 
tacks them from ſeveral quarters at 
once in ſuch a manner, that he not 
only recovered. Let and his ſub- 
ſtance, but all theix ſpoil and cap- 
tives, ang touted them inticely. 
This gained Sram ſo much credit 
and eſteem among the neighbouring 
nations, that on his return after the 
laughter of the kings, whom he 
purſued to Hoba on the left of Da- 
maſcui, that he was met by the king 
of Sodem, who acknowledged his 
obligation to him for ſoſignal a de- 
liverance, and profered him all the 
booty; though Abram, who had no- 
thing but the public good in view 
in 5 he had dong, wauld retain 
no more of the ſpail than what 
might be the juſt proportion of his 
auxiliary. friends and cpmpanions; 
and of that he alſo gays the 10th, to 
Melchizedeck king of Salem, wha 
likewiſe 9 Thi ted. his ſucceſs, 
and refreſhed him and his men with 
plenty of all things in their march 
. 


S. Who was this Melchizedeck? 
and of what place was he king? _ 
T. Melchizedeck was king of Sa- 
lem or Solyma, which is now called 
Feruſalem, and lies in the way, by. 
FE Sram muſt have bag 
from the territories of Damaſcus to 
Hebron: Or, he might be no other 
than the chief of ſome petty govern-; 
ment, over which he acted both as 
king and prĩeſt, a practice very com- 
mon in ancient times; and having 
ſtudied the peace of his people, and. 
deing the only one that had avoided 
the deſtruction, which their, xebel- 
lion had brought upon the neigh» 
bouring; fiates,, on that account was. 
ſtiled_ be king, of peace or the 
peaceable king, which is the king 
of Salem, i. e. peace, ,. 
As to the perſon of Me{chizedeck, 
75 9 ul has given no account of 
his gegealogy, ſo the apoftle to thę 
Hebrews, 167 this W rs 
him as We father, without mo- 
her, without deſcent ;, havingnei 
927 beginning of days, Kg 
lite; However, tho' his pedigree ig 
not known, we are ſure. that be 
was a perſon of an 
of rigbteouſneſs and peace, a pri 

of the moſt bigh. God, unſtained 
with the corruꝑtions of idolatry, 
which ſurrounded him; Who kept 
his people within the bounds of the 
true religion, and worſhip ;. and 
who had the honour of, being, an 
eminent type bath of the perſaa 
and prieſthood of our Lord. 
S. Did not the, Babylanians fend 
a more. powerful army to revenge 
this deſeat upon ram: 
T. No. But as this was to be 
expected, no doubt Aram might 
be under ſome anxicty; on that aCy 
count; to remove which, God pro- 
| bably 
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bably granted him the viſion, which 
the ſacred ſcriptures record, where- 
in he ſaid unto him, Fear not, A- 


- BRAM, for I am thy ſhield and thy 


exceeding great reward ; and upon 
his humble remonſtrance, that he 
had no child, God farther vouch- 
ſafed to promiſe to give him a ſon 
in his old age, who ſhould have a 
race deſcending from him, as innu- 
merable as the ſtars: and ſeals this 


promiſe by a covenant, at Abram's 
requeſt. Take, ſays God, an heifer 


of three years old, and a ſhe goat 


of three years old, 'and a ram of 
three years old, and a turtle dove 


and a young pigeon. All which 
Abram took; and he killed the hei- 


ſer, the goat, and the ram; cut 
them in two, and laid the halves, 
at proper diſtances exactly oppoſite 
to each other, leaving the fowls 
whole. Then he paſſed between 
the diſſected bodies, made his ſo- 
Jemn vows of perpetual obediente 
to God, and took care that no 
birds of prey did ſettle upon the ſa- 
crifice: Till God caſting him into 
a deep fleep, attended with horrible 
darkneſs and dread of ſpirits, ſpake 
again unto him ſaying, Know of 
« a ſurety that thy ſhall be'a 
« ftranger in a land that is not 
« theirs, and ſhall ſerve them and 


© they ſhall aMi& them four hun- 


« dred years. And alſo that na- 
« tion, whom they ſhall ſerve, 
« will J judge; and afterwards 
<< ſhall they come out with great 


4 ſubſtance. And thou ſhalt go to 


« thy fathers in peace; thou ſhalt 
«© be buried in a good old age: But 
c“ in the fourth generation they 


-< ſhall come hither again; for 


<< the iniquity of the Amorites is not 


« yet full.” And the Lord con- 


firmed theſe words by ſmoak and 
fire, either as emblems of the di- 
vine preſence, or viſible ſymbols, 
of the manner how theſe predic- 
tions ſhould come to paſs; firſt he 
made Abram ſee a ſmoaking fur- 
nace, which is a plain emblem of 
the afflictions of the Iſraelites in 
Egypt ; and then a burning lamp, 
paſs between the pieces of fleſh and 
conſume them, which being the 
uſual way of declaring the divine 
acceptance of an extraordinary ſa- 
crifice, and ratifying a ſolemn co- 
venant, may be conſidered as point- 
ing out their deliverance after four 
hundred ytars bondage. | 

S. Did God ſend Abram a ſan 
immediately ? 

T. No. And Sarai deſpairing of 
iſſue from her own womb, prevail- 
ed with her huſband to take Hagar, 
her handmaid, poſſibly given to her 
by Pharaoh, to be his 4 wife 
by whom he had a ſon, named 16- 


mael, But this was not to be the 
heir of Abram's houſe; and there- 
fore about thirteen years from the 


birth of this lad, the Lord appeared 
again to Abram; renewed his co- 
venant with him; inſtituted the 
right of circumciſion ; changed his 
name to Abraham, and his wife's 
to Sarab; and aſſured him that ſhe, 


who had been hitherto barren, 


ſhould, beyond all human expecta- 
tion, bear him a ſon, within the 
compaſs of 'a year, whoſe name 
ſhould be Tſaac + promiſing at the 
ſame time to make hmae! a great 
nation, - and' the father of twelve 
princes ;* but confining the cave- 
nant and promiſe of making all the 
nu mg of the earth bleſſed, to I /ſaac 
* re | | | 
Did Abraham believe this? 
T. ra- 


„ e ww za + © , , Ho 


ww 5 Fwy Fe 2 = a » 2 MM pH o&@ we AM A A. 


= = 65©& £©A 


ms A 


* 5 FF wn w a” "XY 5 IS 3" W - 


„ LAGS 


* e r 


Of Abraham's Marriage, and Sarah's Conception. 49 


7. Abraham believed it, and im- 
mediately circumciſed himſelf, with 
his ſon, and all the males of his fa- 


mily. — An ordinance religiouſly - 


obſerved by the Fews to this day. 
— For it was enjoined upon that 
nation with this ſevere penalty, that 
the uncircumciſed man-child whoſe 
fleſh of his foreſkin is not circum- 
ciſed, that ſoul ſhall be cut off 
from God's people; which laſted 
till Chriſt came, who, by his own 
death, anſwered all the ends of 
thoſe prior inſtitutions ; and inſti- 
tuted baptiſm, as the ſeal of his 
covenant, inſtead of circumciſion. 

But Sarah did not believe ſo rea- 
dily ; for, ſoon after, three angels, 
(one of which is generally, and 
with the higheſt reaſon, believed to 
be the ſon of God) coming to his 
tent, in the appearance of travel- 
lers, and being courteouſly invited 
in, and entertained by Abraham ; 
one of them, in the hearing of Sa- 
rab, ratified to him the promiſe, 
that within a year ſhe ſhould bear 
him a ſon. Sarah laughed at it, as 
an impoſſibility; and the divine 
meſſenger rebuked her incredulity, 
by aſſuring her, that nothing is im- 
poſſible with God. And afterwards 
Sarah conceived. 

S. How had Hagar behaved to 
Sarah her miſtreſs, after ſhe had 
conceived 1hmael by her maſter A- 
braham ? 

T. Hagar, finding herſelf with 
child, deſpiſed and infulted her 
good-natured miſtreſs. But Sarah, 
making her complaint to Abraham, 
by his permiſſion, uſed her with ſo 
much ſeverity, that ſhe attempted 
to eſcape into Egypt, her native 
country; which probably ſhe would 
have effected, had not the angel of 


the Lord met her in the way, and 
perſuaded her to return, by pro- 
miſing, that God would multiply 
the offspring of her body ſo exceed- 
ingly, that it ſhould not be num- 
bered. | 

Hagar obeyed the voice of the 
Lord: and, though we may ima- 
gine, jt was much againſt the in- 
clination of her proud ſpirit, ſhe 
returned to her ſervice, ſubmitted 
herſelf to her miſtreſs, and was de- 
livered of her ſon /hmael, to the 
great joy of Abram. 

S. I thought you told me, that 
Abram had taken her to wife? 

T. I did ſo. But the concubina- 
ry, ſecondary or half wives, which 
men took on occaſion of their wives 
barrenneſs in the infancy of the 
world; though they were account- 
ed lawful and true wives, and their 


iſſue reputed legitimate, and they 


had a lawful right to the marriage 
bed, and might juſtly claim the 
privilege thereof, as well as the firſt 
or chief wife; yet they were in all 
other reſpects inferior, and ſubject 
to her. And as they had no autho— 
rity in the family, nor ſhare in the 
houſhold government; ſo if they 
had been ſervants, which was the 
caſe of Hagar, in the family, beſore 
they came to the concubinage, they 
continued to be ſo afterwards, and 


in the ſame ſubjection to their miſ- 


treſs, as before they had been ad- 
mitted partners in their maſter's af- 
fections. So you ſee, Hagar was 
both Abraham's wife, and Sarah's 
ſervant. - Where it is worth no- 
ting, that the differences that hap- 
pened in the family of Abram upon 
that occaſion, ſhew that ſuch mar- 
riages were often attended with un- 
happy conſequences; Therefore 
E when 


50 
when Chriſt came, he ordained the 
marriage union to be between one 
man and one woman only, as it 
had been at the beginning of the 
world. 

S. What is the meaning of theſe 
two names, Abram and Abraham ? 

T. Abram imports a high father, 
but Abraham denotes a father of a 
great multitude : as indeed he was, 
from whom not only the twelve 
tribes, but the Vmaelites, the Edo- 
mites, and all the poſterity of Xetu- 
rah in Africa and Arabia, with the 
kings of the Saracens in Babylon, 
Egypt, Africa and Spain, were de- 
ſcended. But above all we muſt 
remember, that of his race, accord- 
ing to the fleſh, was born the Meſ- 
ſiah, who was the king of kings, 
and lord of lords, in whom all the 
nations of the earth are bleſſed. 

S. What became of Lot after his 
deliverance from the hands of Cbe- 
dorlaomer? 

T. He returned to Sodom. 

S. How long did the angels ſtay, 
that were entertained by Abraham? 

T. After that gentle rebuke of 
Sarah by the angel, and aſſuring 
them again, that at the time ap- 
pointed, Sarah ſhould have a fon : 
the Lord, in confideration of Abra- 
ham's extraordinary piety, made 
known to him his deſign to execute 
divine vengeance on the citics of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and that 
neighbourhood; whoſe pride, opu- 
lence, hatred of ſtrangers, giving 
themſ-ives up to the moſt deteftable 
vices, exceſſive ſenſuality, and a- 
bandoned uncleanneſs, had pro- 
voked the Lord to deſtroy them 
with fire and brimſtone; which fell 
upon them, like a flood of rain 
from the heavens. 


The Hory Bi1BLt explained. 


S. What did Abraham do on 
this extraordinary occaſion? 

T. When he ſaw that the angels 
bent their courſe towards Sodom, he 
was grieved for the people of that 
place, and riſing up, ſtood yet be- 
fore the Lord, and with great com- 
paſſion and humility, and ina man- 
ner never to. be enough admired, 
he gradually intreated the Lord to 
ſpare them ; and was promiſed to 
be heard, had there been leſt ten 
righteous perſons in that city: but 
as not even this ſmall number of 
ſuch could be found there, the Lord 
kept his reſolution; and Abrabam 
being returned to Mamre, the two 
angels proceeded and arrived at Sa- 
dom? 

S, What reception did the two 
angels meet with at Sodom ? 

T. Lot, who ſat in the gate of 
Sodom, ſuppoſing them to be tra- 
vellers, courteoufly met them, and 
invited them to his houſe, to be 
lodged for the night and refreſhed, 
They at firſt ſeemed to decline the 
favour ; but at length ſubmitting to 
his preſſing intreaties, they entered 
his houſe; the men of the city, ad- 
miring the beauty of the youths, 
came together in a riotous man- 
ner, and demanded his two gueſts, 
that they might abuſe them in that 
unnatural and filthy manner, which 
to this day is known by the name 
of ſodomy, and by our laws is pun- 
iſhed with death. The abominable 
people, upon Lot's refuſal, became 
ſo outrageous, that theſe meſſengers 
of God were obliged to exert their 
divine power; for, Lot being ſo 
imprudent to go out and ſhut the 
door after him, to ſee if he could 
have diſſuaded them from their 
wicked purpoſes, and offering his 
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Lot at Zoar and Abraham at Gerar. 


daughters to ſatisfy their luſts, ra- 
ther than to ſuffer the laws of hoſ- 
pitality to be violated, and ſo hor- 
rid and unnatural a crime perpe- 
trated by them, was in danger of 
being murdered by them. Then the 
angels interpoſed to reſcue him, 
pulled him into the houſe, ſhut the 
door, and ſtruck theſe Sodomites 
with blindneſs, that they could not 
afterwards find his door. They 
then informed him of their com- 
miſſion, and recommended, that if 
he had any ſons, daughters, or ſons 
in law, he would perſuade them 
to leave Sodom; that the cry of the 
city was come up before the Lord, 
and they were to receive the juſt 
reward of their abominations. 

$. How many believed and went 
out of Sodom with righteous Lot ? 

T. Only his wife and two daugh- 
ters that lived in the houſe with 
him; for his ſons in law, who 
had either been betrothed to theſe 


daughters, or who had before mar- 


ried ſome other daughters, not 
mentioned in the ſacred hiſtory, 
laughed at his advice, and mocked 
his words as idle tales. 

S. Where did Lot and his family 
flee unto? 

T. To the little city Zoar; 
which at his requeſt was preſerved 
from the deſtruction of Sodom. And 
he was no ſooner entered therein, 
about the riſing of the ſun, but the 
Lord executed his threatenings, and 
the vengeance of his wrath, by rain- 
ing down fire and brimſtone from 
heaven, and deſtroying. thoſe ei- 
ties, and all the plain with all their 
inhabitants, lands, and goods. This 
tract is now a great lake, or dead 


ſea, * called the Sa/t-ſea, and 2 


31 
phaltites, on account of the bitu- 
men, or pitch caſt up therein, and 
is about fifty miles long, and four- 
teen broad; it is moved with no 
wind, and (ends forth a very offen- 
live ſmell. 

S. Did Lot and his family arrive 
ſafe at Zoar? 

T. Lot arrived ſafe with his 
daughters; but his wife, forgetting 
the angels command, and looking 
back upon the deſtruction of Sodom, 
very probably, out of a curioſity 
which proceeded from unbelief, or 
elſe out of an hankering inclination 
to what ſhe had left behind, was 
ſtruck dead, and changed into a 
pillar of ſalt, or of a ſaline ſub- 
ſtance, as a monument of God's 
judgment upon her diſobedience. 

S. Why did God fave Lot? 

T. Becauſe he remembered 4- 
braham, his uncle. 

S. Did Lot continue at Zoar ? 

7. No. He took his two daugh- 
ters, and went up into the moun- 
tain, where he lived retired from 
all other human converſation, and 
dwelt in a cave with them alone; for 
ſome ſuppoſe, that the men of. Zoar, 
not taking warning at the overthrow 
of their neighbours, continued to 
work iniquity in the fight of the 
Lord, which Lot was afraid would 
at laſt bring the ſame judgment ups 
on themſelves. 

S. What happened to him there: 

T. His daughters imagining that 
they and their father were the only 
remains of all the inhabitants of the 
earth, thought it their duty not to 
ſuffer the whole generation of men 
to periſh ; wherefore having made 
their father drunk two ſeveral 
nights, did not ſtick (o commit 
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inceſt, in hopes of being mothers. 


S. Had they children by their fa- 


ther ? 
T. Yes. The elder bore him a 


Sou; called Moab, who was the fa- 


ther of the. Moabites; a powerful 


nation who inhabited the country 


on the E. of the Salt-ſea, where 
the Amorites afterwards dwelt, on 
the river Jordan eaſtward: And the 
younger daughter bore him a ſon, 
called Ben- ammi; who became the 
father of the children of Ammon, 
who poſſeſſed the N. part of the 
Kingdom of Siben. Both which na- 
tions were afterwards great ene- 
mies to the people of God. — This 
fall of Let calls upon us to be al- 
ways on our guard againſt ſin; and 
particularly to beware of drunken- 


. neſs, which is not only a beaſtly fin 


in itſelf, but is often attended by 


N bad conſequences. 


S. Did not this deſtruction of 
Sodom and all that country terrify 
Abraham? 

Ti. No doubt but it did; for, af- 
ter we read that he had ſeen the 
ſmoak of that country go up as the 
ſmoak of a furnace; we find he re- 
moved from the olain of Mamre 
ſouthward to Gerar, which was 
near Gaza, and at that time the 
Chief city of the Philiſtines, and 
which was afterwards called Beer- 
Heba, where be abode near 20 


#3 What happened to Abraham 


at Gerar ? 
T. Abimelech, the king of that 
place, being informed that Abra- 


© ham's ſiſter, Sarah, (for Abraham, 


under the ſame apprehenſions of 
fear as he had when he went into 
Egypt, had engaged her to paſs for 


' ſuch) was a fair woman, ſent and 


took her ; but before he had defiled 


The Holy BIIBII explained. | 


her, he was admoniſhed in a dream 
to abſtain from violating her, (be- 
ing another man's wife) under pain 
of death to him and all his family, 
if he did not reſtore her. — Abime- 
lech having told this to his ſervants, 
ſends for Abraham, ſeverely chides 
him for having concealed the truth 
concerning his wife, and reſtores 
her to him; diſavows any intention 
of adultery in himſelf; preſents 
him with a large ſum of money, be- 
ſides oxen, ſheep, men ſervants 
and women ſervants, and permits 
him to dwell where-ever he pleaſed 
within his land. | 

S. What return did Abraham 
make? | 

T. He prayed for him and for 
the reſt of his houſe; who were 
thereby delivered from the plague, 
which God had laid upon them for 
Sarah's ſake. 

S. Why did Abraham diſemble 
in this manner ? 

T. Becauſe he thought that the 
fear of God was not in that place, 
and that they would flay him for 
his wife's ſake. 

S. Did not Abraham fin by this 
equivocationand expoling his wife's 
chaſtity and honour ? 

T. Yes. And theſe examples 
ſhew us, that we muſt not expect 
any perſon upon earth abſolutely 
without ſome ſign of infirmity and 
corruption; and that the ſcriptures 
are impartial in relating the ble- 
miſhes of the moſt famous ſaints, 
which is one ſtrong preſumption of 
the truth of theſe writings. 

K. What does Abimelech mean? 

T. It means my father the king; 
and was the name or title of the 
kings of the Philiſtines, as Pharaoh 
was of the Egyptians, and Cz/ar of 
the Romans. S. Why 
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8. Why did Abimelech give Abra- 
ham ſuch preſents ? 

T. To juſtify that he had not 
wronged Sarah's virtue: it being 
then uſual to give preſents to con- 
firm the truth of any thing that 
might be called in doubt. 

S. Where and when was Sarah 
brought to bed ? 

T. At Gerar, according to the 
time of year that the angel had de- 
clared in the tent at' Mamre, ſhe 
was delivered of a ſon, whom his 
father, according to a former di- 
rection, called Iſaac, which ſignifies 
laughter; and circumciſed him on 
the eighth day.—This child born in 
their old age, Abraham being in his 
hundredth year, and Sarah in her 
ninetieth, was nurſed with great joy 
by his mother, who at the age of 
five years weaned him, being then 
ſtrong enough to live with her. And 
now, Hagar was not only hereby 
diſappointed of her expectatlon, that 
1hhmael would have been the ſole heir 
to Abraham; but in a little time, 
her ſon being caught mocking or 
deriding Iſaac, which Sarah was not 
able to bear, ſhe was, at Sarah's in- 
ſtigation, and God's order, turned 
out of doors by Abraham, together 
with her ſon. ky 

S. What became of Hagar and 
her ſon ? 

T. Abraham ſent them away with 
a parcel of bread and a bottle of wa- 
ter. And they wandered in the 
neighbouring wilderneſs of Beer- 
ſheba ; where, having drank all their 
water, and being ready to faint with 
draught, when nothing but imme- 
diate death could be expected for 
her and her child, God ſaw her tears 
and heard the voice of the lad, and 


directed her to a well pf water, 


where they refreſhed themſelves : 
and their lives were preſerved. — 
This blefling encouraged her to con- 
tinue in this retirement; for ſhe, 
inſtead of proceeding towards Egypt, 
as might be her firſt intention, 
took up her abode in the wilderneſs 
of Paran; where under God's pro- 
tection, Iſomael grew up and became 
ſuch an expert archer as to be able 
to provide for them both: when he 
was marriageable, his mother pro- 
cured him a wife out of the land of 
Egypt. 
S. Had Iſbmael any iſſue by that 

Egyptian? | 

T. Yes: He had twelve ſons, 
who became twelve princes, accord · 
ing to their nations; which lay be- 
tween Havilah and Shur, i. e. in 
Arabia Petræa; and as their de- 
ſcendants were called 1ſbmaelites 
from their father, ſo we find ſome 
foot-ſteps of them in Heathen au- 
thors, under the name of Hagaren: 
or Hagarites, from Hagar, the mo- 
ther of Iſmael. 

S. Did Abraham proſper in Ge- 
rar? 

T. Ves. And the king entered in- 
to a ſolemn league with him at Beer- 
/heba, in the preſence of his people, 
and redreſſed ſuch complaints as 
Abraham had juſt reaſon to offer a- 
gainſt his ſubjects. And now find- 
ing himſelf and family firmly ſettled, 
and intending there to end his days, 
he built an altar, and planted a grove 
for religious worſhip, and called up- 
on the name of the Lord, the ever- 
laſting God.—But his greateſt trial 
was yet to come. For in order to 


juſtify the ſincerity of his faith, and 
ſteady obedience of this Holy Patri- 
arch, and to make him, to future 
ſaints and confeſſors, an illuſtrious 


pattern 
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54 
pattern of an intire dependance on 
the Almighty, the Lord command- 
ed him to carry his only fon Iſaac, 
the ſon of the promiſe, into the land 
of Moriah, and there to ofter him 
for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains. 

S. How did Abraham receive this 
command ? 

T. In faith, nothing doubting. 
He delayed not, but took his ſon, 
with proviſions for the journey and 
inſtruments for the ſacrifice, and 
after three days journey they arrived 
in Moriab; where, according to the 
tradition of the Jews, Abraham ſaw 
a pillar of fre, reaching from the 
earth to the heavens, by which he 
knew that mountain to be the place, 
appointed by God for that dreadful 
ſcene, which he preſently prepared 
to act with his ſon Iſaac, whom, at 
the bottom of the mount, he laded 
with the wood and the other mate- 
rials for a burnt offering. Theſe two 
journey ing alone, the lad faid to his 
father, where is the Lamb for the 
burnt offering? To which the father 
without expreſſing any tokens of 
grief or concern, repliet, (little 
thinking how prophetically) that 
God would provide himſelf with one. 
Being arrived at the ſpot of ground, 
on which Chriſt afterwards actually 
offered himſelf unto God for the re- 
demption of mankind (for mount 
Calvary was part of this mount 
Moriah) Abraham built an altar, 
bound his ſon and laid him upon the 
wood ; but when the utmoſt ſtrength 
of his obedience appeared by ſtretch- 
ang forth his hand, and taking the 
knife to flay his ſon, God called to 
him from heaven, accepted of his re- 
ſolution and intention in this extra- 


ordinary proof of his picty, forbade 
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him to lay hand upon his ſon, and 
ſent him a ram, which providen- 
tiaily was caught by the horns in a 
thicket behind him; and which 
Abraham ſeized upon and offered up 
for a burnt offering inſtead of his 
ſon. Abraham, in memory of this 
whole tranſaction, called this place 
Fehovah-TFireh, i. e. God will pro- 
vide himſelf a lamb : Which appel- 
lation has very probably a relation, 
however diſtant, to that immacu- 
late Lamb of God, which Abraham 
foreſaw, would be provided and of- 
fered up on that very mount for the 
fins of the whole world. Abraham 
having thus manifeſted his entire 
ſubmiſſion to the divine will by this 
great act of ſelf-denial, and ſhewn 
his piety to be proof againſt all 
temptations, God with an oath con- 
firmed to him all his former pro- 
miſes, with great additions, one of 
which was, that his ſeed ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs the gate of his enemies. Ihen 
Abraham and his ſon went down 
from the mount, and returned home 
to Beer/heba, with his ſervants, that 
waited there with the proviſions 
and beaſts. 

S. Did not you ſay that Terah, 
Abraham's father, had another ſon 
named Nahor ? Pray what became 
of him ? | 

T. Miſes, keeping always his 
principal deſign in view, gives us 
no account of Nabor till Abraham's 
return from Moriab, and his ſon 
was marriagcable ; though it is no 
incongruous opinion, that Nahor 
either accompanied, or ſoon after 
followed his father Terah to Haran 
in Meſopotamia, where he ſettled 
and had a numerous family, eight 
ſons by his wife Milcab, and four by 


his concubine Reuma bh. 
| S, Where 
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S. Where was Sarah buried ? 

T. In the cave of the field of 
Machpelah, which ſignifies double, 
or one within another, or, according 
to the Arabic derivation, ſhut or wal- 
led up. Abraham purchaſed this bu- 
rial-place, for himſelf and his fami- 
ly, of one Ephron, a principal inha- 
bitant of Hebron, at the price of 400 
ſhekels of ſilver, or 60 pounds ſter- 
ling.—The burials in churches and 
Cities are of modern date: for the 
ancients always repolited their dead 
in grottos or vaults, built in fields 
or gardens. 

S. What became of T/aac after 
the death of his mother? 

T. Abraham being now advan- 
ced in years, and being defirous of 
ſettling his ſon, ſends his ſteward, 
Eliezar, to his own country and 
his own kindred, the deſcendants of 
Nahor, who dwelt at Haran, in 
Meſopotamia, to take a wite from 
among them, for aac; which was 
accordingly done, to the great joy 
of both parties, by his marriage with 
Rebeccah, the daughter of Bethuel, 
Nahor's youngeſt ſon. 

S. Where and in what manner did 
Iſaac meet this his intended bride ? 

T. Iſaac was accidentally walk- 
ing and meditating in a field about 
the cloſe of the day, when Rebeccah, 
who was with the ſteward, and her 
other attendants on her journey to 
Canaan, being informed by her. 
guide that he was the man to whom 
ſhe was betrothed, lighted off her 
camel, and covered herſelf with a 
veil: and, the ſervant having told 
Iſaac all things that he had done, 
Iſaac conducted her into the tent. 
that had. been his mother's, took 
her to be his wife, and loved her. 
S. Did Nabor's deſcendants re- 
tain the worſhip of the true God ? 
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T. Yes: though much blended 
and corrupted with idolatrous in- 
ventions. 

S. Did Abraham marry another 
wife ? 

T. Yes; whoſe name was Ketu- 
rah, and by whom he had fix ſons 
Zimram, Jokſham, Medan, Midian, 
Iſhbak and Shuah. And Fockſham 
begat Sheba and Dedan, who was 
the father of As/þurim and Letuſhim,, 
and Leummim. And his ſon Midian 
had five ſons, Ephah, Epher, Ha- 
noch, Abidah and Eldagh. But he 
ſettled all his ſubſtance upon his el- 
deft fon Iſaac, after he had given 
large preſents to the children of this 
new venter, and ſent them away to 
the Eaſt to improve their fortunes. 

S. What became of them there? 

T. They ſettled in Arabia and 
Syria. For, in all probability, the 
Zamarens, mentioned by Pliny, de- 
ſcended from Zimram : the Sabæ- 
ans, from Sheba : the Dedanim, from 
Dedan : the. Midianites, from Mi- 
diqn”": the Shuites, from Shuah. 
Iſaiab mentions a town of the name 
of Ephah : from Hanoch was called 


the country of Canauna, alſo men- 


tioned by Pliny and Mcdan gave 


his name to the country of Medrana, 
in which is the famous city of Mecca, 
where Mahomet was born. 

S. How long did Abraham live 
with his ſecond wife? 

T. About forty years. 

S. What children had Iſaac by 
Rebeccah ? 

T. After they had been married 
twenty years, and not before, Re- 
beccah, and her hufband having be- 
ſought the Lord ; ſhe was at one 
birth delivered of two fons, E/au 
and Jacob. acob in the birth fol- 
lowed his brother ſo cloſe, that he 
took hold of his heel. 
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Of the Children of Abraham and their Settlements. 
Of Eſau and his Children, And of Jacob and 


and his Sons, 
his Children. : 


8. I D Abraham live to ſee 
theſe two grandſons ? 
T. Yes: for he did not die till 
they were at leaſt fifteen years of 
age. 
56. Where, and by whom was he 
buried ? 
7. Abrahamdying in a good old 
nge, being 175, was buried by his 
ſons Iſaac and [hmael, with the re- 
mains of his wife Sarah in the field 
and cave of Machpelah. 

S. How many children had þ- 

mael ? 
T. Twelveſons; who gave names 
to towns and caſtles, and became 
princes according to their nations, 
between Havilah and Shur. 

S. How does it appear that I- 
mael was a wild man, or a man like 
a wild aſs, i. e. herce, cruel, loving 

ſolitude, and hating confinement of 

any kind; and that his hand was 
againſt every man, and every man's 
hand againſt him? 

T. His very condition of life, as 
an archer in the wilderneſs, makes 
good the former part of this charac- 
ter; eſpecially if we conſider that 
the prediction does not only relate 

to him perſonally, but more proper- 
1y to the Arabians his deſcendants, 
who to this day retain the name of 
wild Arabs; whoſe ſole occupation 
(beſides robbing their neighbours) 
lies in hunting and killing wild 
beaſts with bows and arrows chief- 
ly; in the uſe of which weapons 
they exceed all other nations : and 


before the introduction of Mahome- 
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a * 
tiſm, they lived like the brutal herd 
in the unreſtrained uſe of females: 
at preſent, they take as many wives 
as they can maintain, and turn them 
off at pleaſure. 

As to the latter part of his cha- 
racter, it, to be ſure, is not to be 
interpreted of /hmaePs living in a 
perſonal ſtate of war with his bre- 
thren : and muſt be interpreted 
ſtrictly of his deſcendants, the ſaid 
Arabians, who are a terror not only 
to all their neighbours, who are the 
continual objects of their depreda- 
tions; but they viſit every creek and 
coaſt, and iſland in the ſouthern 
and eaſtern ſeas, and come ſouſing 
like a hawk with incredible ſwift- 
neſs upon their prey, and are gone 


again in an inftant. —A people, that 


have always deſerved the vengeance 
of the ſword, and have often been 
attacked by the greateſt warriors of 
antiquity, but have never been con- 
quered. When Alexander was me- 
ditating their ruin, death cut him 
off. In the wars between the Ro- 
mans and Parthians, though they 
changed ſides as it ſuited their pre- 
ſent inclination, they never could 
be totally vanquiſhed and ſubdued, 
Pompey, Craſſus, and other generals 
of great fame were all unſucceſsful 
in their attempts to enſlave them. 
Trajan, by whirlwinds and hail, 
thunder, lightning, and frightful ap- 
paritions in the air, was obliged to 
raiſe the ſiege of the Hagarenes ; 
and though Severus had beat down 


ſome of the city wall, he could not 


with 


Dee 
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with all his authority influence his 


ſoldiers to enter the breach; and 


therefore retreated, when, to all 
human appearance, the city was at 
his mercy; which events can no 
ways be accounted for without the 
ſuppoſition, that God's almighty 
power interpoſed to fulfil his pro- 
miſe ; eſpecially if & be remarked 
that the Arabians in this extremity 
ſtood ſingle againſt the whole power 
of Rome; and that the Roman army 
was compoſed of men out of all na- 
tions. So that conſidering all things, 
nothing can be more juſtly inferred 
than that every man's hand was at 
this time againſt Imael, and that 
his only hand was againſt every 
man's; and yet he dwelt, and till 
dwelleth in the preſence of all his 
brethren: For it was not long after 
this, that the Ihmaelites joined the 
Goths againſt the Romans, and hav- 
ing overcome both, they, under the 
name of Saracens (which ſignifies 
thieves or robbers) erected a vaſt 
empire upon their ruins. And thus 


1ſhhmael, in the full extent of the 


prophecy, became a great nation. 

S. How did Iſaac and Rebeccah 
reſpect their twins, Eſau and Jacob? 

T. Eſau was moſt beloved of his 
father; and Jacob was his mother's 
darling; which partiality in the end 
had like to have proved the ruin of 
the family. 

S. On what was this difference 
founded ? 

T. Eſau, who was a ſtrong and 
active lad, and delighted much in 
hunting, gained his father's affecti- 
ons by his frequent preſents of veni- 
ſon: and Jacob, being of a more 
gentle and courteous diſpoſition, 
gained the aſcendant over his mo- 


ther by keeping her company, and 


employing himſelf more at home in 
family affairs. 

S. How had this like to have pro- 
ved fatal to the family ? 
T. Rebeccah, being determined to 
prefer Jacob before Eſau, might pro- 
bably put him upon watching all 
opportunities to perſuade Eſau to 
part with his birth-right ; which he 
effected under an oath, for a meſs. of 
pottage, which Eſau longed for at a 
time that he was ſo ſpent, as not to 
have any hopes of living to enjoy 
any privileges thereunto belonging. 
And afterwards Jacob, taking ad- 


vantage of his father's blindneſs, by g 


his mother's contrivance, put ſkins 
on his hands and neck to perſonate 
E/au, and obtain Iſaac's bleſſing in 
prejudice of the eldeſt ſon Eſau ; 
which E/au threatened to revenge 
with his brother's blood, after the 
death of their father. 

S. Why did Jacob ſtrive ſo much 
for the birth- right? be 
T. Becauſe the firſt born was con- 
ſecrated to the Lord; had a double 
portion of the eſtate allotted to him; 
had a dignity and authority over his 
brethren; ſucceeded in the govern · 
ment of the family, and to the 
prieſthood. He had a right to chal- 
lenge the partitular bleſſing of his 
dying parent: he had the covenant 
"which God had made with Abra- 
ham, that from his loins Chriſt ſhould 
come, conſigned tohim: and, what 
is more, theſe prerogatives were not 
conſigned to his perſon only, but 


deſcended to his lateſt poſterity, in 


caſe they comported themſelves ſo, 
as to deſerve them. | | 
S. How long did J/aac continue 
in his father's habitation ? | 
T. Not long after his father's 
death; for, the famine being again 
| very 
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very ſevere in the land, he remov- 
ed with his family to Gerar ; where 
he was guilty of the ſame fault, as 
his father before him had been guil- 
ty of; denying his wife, on the ſame 
account. But Abimelech, the reign- 
ing king, having diſcovered it, com- 
manded, under pain of death, that 
* of his ſubjects ſhould touch 

r. 

S. What happened to Iſaac in 
Gerar ? 

T. The God of his father renew- 
<d with him the covenant that he 
had fworn unto Abraham, and bleſ- 
fed him with ſuch a large increaſe 
of his corn and cattle, that the 
wealth, which he accumulated by 
his huſbandry, drew upon him the 
envy and indignation of the Ph1il:/- 
tines, who could not bear to ſee him 

w ſo great; inſomuch that they 
ed up the wells which his father's 
ſervants had digged, and were not 


ſatisfied, till they had prevailed with 


their king to order him to depart 
from thence. And poſſibly they 
would not have ſcropled to have ut- 
terly deſtroyed both him and his fa- 
mily, had not the Lord promiſed to 
be with him; to preſerve him from 
all danger and malice. | 
S. Did Jſaac depart from Gerar, 
as commanded ? 

T. Ves: but having been forbid- 
den by God to go into Egypt, and 
knowing that God would reſtrain 
the Philiſtines from doing him any 
harm, he retired no farther than in- 
to the valley of Gerar ; where his 
father had formerly fed his cattle : 
and though he only opened the wells, 
which his father's ſervants had dug, 
the herdſmen of Gerar, thinking him 
two well ſituated there alſo, quar- 
relled continually with his ſhep- 


herds, till at laſt they deprived his 
flocks of water, and brought other 
inconveniences upon him ; he was 
then obliged to remove farther off, 
where he dug a well without op 
fition, which he called Rehoboth or 
Enlargement ; but, though he had 
nothing to fear from the natives, he 
ſoon after ſettlid his conſtant abode 
at Beerſheba. 

S. Did he make this movement 
by God's direction? 

T. No. But it appears to be with 
his approbation : For, he was no 
ſooner arrived ; but, that very night, 


the Lord appeared unto him and, 


bleſſed him, and promiſed to pro- 
tect him, and to multiply his ſeed. 

S. What did Iſaac do, upon this 
viſion ? 

T. He built an altar, on which 
he, by ſacrifice, called upon the 
name of the Lord. And God fo 
proſpered him in all his undertak- 
ings, that Abimelech, fearing it would 
be one day in his power to revenge 
the affront he had put upon him, by 
expelling him his country, came to 
Beerſheba, attended by his chief no- 
bility, and Phicol the captain-gene- 
ral of his forces, and, after much 
apology for his ill · treatment of him, 
propoſed a treaty of friendſhip with 
Tſaac and his houſe. | 


S. How did Tfaac receive thoſe 


Philiflines ? © 

It was natural for him to re- 
mind them of the hard uſage, he 
had met with in their country: but 
being the bleſſed of the Lord, of a 
meek and peaceable temper, he 
treated them "kindly, lodged them 
all night, and in the morning, hav- 
ing firſt ratified their treaty by an 
oath to each other, he ſent them a- 


way, and they departed home in 
peace. 
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peace. On the ſame day his ſervants 
brought him word, that they had 
found water in the new well they 
had dug, which Iſaac therefore cal- 
led Sheba; and the name of the city 
Beerſheba, or the well of the oath, 
in memory of this covenant; even 
as Abraham had done before at the 
ſame place, and on the like occaſion. 

$. What betame of his two ſons ? 

T. They ſtill continued with him. 
But Eſau, being now forty years 
of age, took a falſe ſtep by marry- 
ing not only without his parents 
conſent; but with two wives, 
daughters of the Hittites. 

S. How did his parents receive 
this news ? 

T. It was grief of mind untoold 
Iſaac and Rebeccah; yet, though his 
mother's heart was, in ſome mea- 
ſure alienated from him, his father 
could not caſt off his natural affec- 
tion, but to the iaſt day of his life 
expreſſed a tender regard for him, 
as his firſt born ſon. 

S. In what particular did Iſaac 
more eſpecially ſhew this regard for 
Eſau ? * | 

T. Suppoſing himſelf near his 
end, he orders Eſau to go and kill, 
and dreſs fomie veniſon for him; 
intending, after he had eaten there- 
of, to give him his paternal bleſſing. 
— Now it was that Rebeccah over- 
heard what Iſaac ſaid, and put her 
ſon Jacob upon ſupplanting his bro- 
ther, and depriving him of that 
bleſſing; as I have told you before. 

S. What was the bleſfing, of 
which Jacob ſupplanted his brother? 

T. Iſaac having eaten of the ſa- 
voury meat, prepared by his ſon 
Jacob, and being perſuaded that it 
was his very ſon E/ax, the firſt born, 
he kiſſed him, and ſmelled the ſmell 


of his raiment, and bleſſed him and 
ſaid, See the ſmell of my ſon is 
© as the ſmell of a field, which the 
Lord hath bleſſed: therefore, God 
give thee of the dew of heaven, 
© and the fat neſs of the earth, and 
plenty of corn and wine, Let peo- 
© ple ſerve thee, and nations bow 
* down to thee : be Lord — 
© brethren, and let thy mother's 
© ſons bow down to : curſed 
© be every one that curſeth thee, 
and bleſſed be he that bleſſeth 
© thee.” By which the good old 
man prophetically wiſhed him all 
heavenly and earthly enjoyments : 
that he might be preſerved from all 
dangers, live a long and happy life ; 
and that he might become a terror 
to his enemies, and a comfort to his 
friends. 

S. How did Iſaac and Eſau be- 
have, when this deceit of Jacob's 
was diſcovered ? | 

T. When Eſau returned, and 


brought his ſavoury meat, Iſaac 


was ſoon convinced that he had 
been deceived by Jacob; and when 
Eſau intreated him to eat and to 
bleſs him, his father trembled very 
exceedingly, and told him what had 
paſt; but confirmed the bleſſing, 
thus ſhewing it to be prophetical. 
Then E/au wept bitterly, upbraided 

acob, for taking away both his 

irth-right and his bleſſing, (not 
conſidering that the loſs of the one 


judicially followed that of the other) 


and would not ceaſe from his tears 
and intreaties, till Iſaac had bleſſed 
him alſo. Eſau upon this occaſion, 
conceiving a ſtrong hatred againſt 
his brother, comforted himſelf with 
a reſolution to kill him after his fa- 
ther's death, which ſeemed to be 


not far off, 
S. What 


1 


S. What was the bleſſing Iſaac 
gave to Eau? 

T. That, though his poſterity 
ſhould not enjoy the land of Canaan, 
which abounded with corn and 
wine, yet they ſhould want for no- 
thing; that they ſhould become a 
great people, and mighty warriors, 
who ſhould live by the dint of their 
ſword ; and, though they ſometimes 
ſhould become ſubjects to the de- 
ſcendants of Jacob, yet in proceſs of 
time, they ſhould ſhake off their 
yoke, and erect a dominion of their 
own. | 

S. Who were the poſterity of 
an?? | 
T. The Edomites or Idumæans, 
who were a powerful people, till 
David conquered them; from which 
time they were governed by vice- 
roys or deputies, under the kings of 
Judab. They frequently attempt- 
ed to regain their liberty, which at 
laſt they effected; and joining the 
Babylomans in their conqueſt of Ju- 
dea, they uſed the Jetos cruelly, 
threatened to level Feruſalem with 
the ground, and gave many proofs 
that their animoſity againſt the poſ- 
terity of Jacob was hereditary; for 
they continued their broils and con- 
tentions, almoſt without intermiſſi- 
on; till Hircanus reducing them to 
the neceſſity of embracing the Ferw- 
#/þ religion, or of quitting their 
country, they choſe to be incorpo- 
rated with the es; after which 
the name of /dumean was ſoon loſt, 
and quite diſuſed. 

S. Did not Jacob ſin when he ſaid, 
Tam Eſau, thy firſt-born ? 

T. Yes: he was certainly guilty 

of lying or equivocation ; which is 


by no means excuſeable. But here- 
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in we not only ſee the impartiality 
of the ſacred writer; but by the 
tranſgreſſion of ſo great a Saint, for 
a point of intereſt, we have an ex- 
ample of the infirmity of human na- 
ture, which in this ſtate of danger 
and infirmity, cannot always ſtand 
upright, without God's ſpecial 
grace. h 

S. What became of Jacob after 
this ? 

T. Rebeccah, being informed of 
Eſau's deſign againſt his life, per- 
ſuades Jacob to go and live at Haran, 
with her brother Laban, in Meſo- 
potamia, till Eſau's fury ſhould be 
aſſwaged, and he forget what had 
been done to him. | 

S. How did ſhe perſuade Iſaac to 
let him go? 

T. She pretended to her huſband, 
that ſhe was weary of her life, for 
fear that Jacob ſhould, after the un- 
happy example of Eſau, marry 2 
wife from among the Hittites, the 
idolaters of the land in which they 
dwelt. And then propoſed to ſend 
him to her father's houſe to marry 
a daughter of her brother Laban, 
The pious father ſoon conſented, 
called for his ſon Jacob, told him 
their reſolution, recommended his 
wife's propoſal, forbid him to take 
a wife of the land of Canaan; and, 
bleſſing him, ſent him away to Pa- 
dan-aram, to the houſe of his uncle 
Laban, about 450 miles from Bier- 

eba 


S. What did Eſau upon this oc- 
caſion ? 


T. Eſau ſeeing hereby, that he 


had diſobliged his father, in marry- 
ing the daughters of the Hittites, 
went to Iſmael, and took unto the 
wives, which he had, Mahalah, the 

1 a daughter 


ſt 
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| daughter of [hmael, Abraham's ſon; 
thinking thereby to regain his ſe- 
teem. 

S. When did Jacob ſet out from 
his father's houſe ? | 

T. Iſaac being very old, and Re- 
beccah dreading the loſs of Jacob by 
the hand of his brother, and the loſs 
of Eſau by the hand of juſtice, for 
his murder; left death ſhould come 
ſuddenly upon him, ſhe ſends Jacob 
away with all expedition. 

$. In what manner was he ſent 
away ? and what happened to him 
in his journey ? 

T. He, though heir of a powerful 
and illuſtrious family, does not ap- 
pear to have had any attendants ; 
and provided only with oil, and o 
ther neceſſaries, with his ftaff he 
paſſed over Jordan. But the Lord 
was with him: for, though he took 
up his firſt night's lodging under the 
canopy of heaven, on the cold 
ground, and laid his head on a ſtone, 
near the city of Lux, (afterwards 
called Bethel) in the ſouthern fron- 
tiers of the tribe of Benjamin, he in 
his ſleep was abundantly comforted 
by the voice of God, and the viſions 
of the Almighty, in which he ſaw 
angels aſcending and deſcending on 
a ladder that reached to heaven, 
and h. ird the promiſe, made to his 
father, renewed to himſelf. By 
which Jacob being aſſured of the 
divine protection and bleſſing, roſe 
much refreſhed ; and in thankful re- 
membrance of this earneſt of God's 
preſence with him, he fixed the 
ſtone, which had ſerved for his pil- 
low, to be a pillar and a mark for 
him at a more convenient time, to 
erect an altar or a houſe to God, on 
that ſame ſpot (as he afterwards did) 
and called the name of the place 
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Bethel, that is, the houſe of God; 
at the ſame time he anointed the 
ſtone with oil, offered his vows; 
begged that God would give him 
bread to eat and raiment to put on, 
and promiſed to give the tenth of 
all that he ſhould poſſeſs to the ſer- 
vice of God, ſhould he return again 
to his father's houſe in peace, —Afs 
ter this Jacob journeyed without 
fear ; and arrived fafe at the waters 
ing-place near Haran, where he 
met with Rachel, Laban's daughter; 
for whom he removed the ſtone: of 
the well, watered her father's ſheep; 
kiſſed her, and with joyful tears told 
who he was. Rachel informs her fa- 
ther, and Laban came, and, embrac- 
ing him, carried him into his houſe. 
S. I think this is the firſt: time 
there is any mention of a-vow, or 
any promiſe of tenths. 1 
T. It is generally noted that this 

is the firſt vow mentioned in ſcrip- 
ture: But certainly, though it is not 
ſpecified by the ſame word, both 
Abraham and Iſaac when they en- 
tered into covenant with God, or 
intreated the Lord for any bleſhng; 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have offered up 
their vows to God, or promiſed on 
receiving God's blefling to make 
ſome ſuitable return on their part. 
So that Jacob can be ſuppoſed to 
have done no more than be bad 
been inſtructed by the example of 
his forefathers to do. And, in a 
word, we have all the reaſon to ſups 
poſe that the worſhipping God by 
a vow or ſolemn reſolution and pro- 
miſe, is an act of both natural and 
poſitive religion. 5 
As for tenths, ' which are what 
we now call tythes; they have been 
mentioned before, in the affair of 
Abraham and Melchixedec; but this 
| | is 
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is the firſt ſolemn dedication of them 
to God: for, though the prieſt- 
hood was not yet confined to any 
particular order of men, Jacob vows 
a tenth part of all his ſubſtance to 
ſupport the public worſhip of God 
in his family, to provide burnt-of- 
ferings, for other-pious uſes, and, 
no doubt, for the relief of the poor 
alſo.—And when it is obſerved that 
all nations in a manner doend their 
account, and then begin again with 
compound numbers, at this num- 
ber ten, it may be looked upon, as 
the moſt perfect of all others, and 
accordingly thought more proper to 


be dedicated to God, than any leſs ' 


or inferior number. 
S. What was the occupation of 
Lahan ? 
T. He was a ſhepherd ; an em- 
ployment in thoſe days, as Homer 
teſtifies; accounted very honourable. 
S. Upon what terms did Fac 
continue with Laban ? 


T. Ina very ſhort time after his 


arrival there, he engaged to ſerve 
his uncle feven years, on condition 
of eſpouſing his youngeſt daughter 
Rachel, who was very beautiful, to 
which Laban conſented; but at the 
expiration of his term of ſervitude, 
he impoſed his elder daughter Leah, 
who had ſome defect in her eyes, 
nor was ſo amiable in her perſon, 
upon Jacob. 
S. How was he able to impoſe 
her on Jacob? 
T. It being the cuſtom to bring 
the bride to the huſband's bed veil- 
ed, and without lights, Leah was 
| Conducted to Jacob's bed in that ſe- 
cret manner, by her father; ſo that 
it was ſcarce poſſible for Jacob to 
diſcover the cheat till the morning. 
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S. Was Jacob ſatisfied ? 

T. No: He complained of his 
father-in-law's infincerity : but La. 
ban excuſed it as an act of neceſſity, 
pleading the cuſtom of his count 
required it from him, which he ſaid 
was not to marry the younger ſiſter 
before the elder ; and pacified him 
with the promiſe of giving him his 
daughter Rachel alſo, if he would 
conſent to ſerve him ſeven years 
more for her. Jacob loved Rachel, 
and therefore agreed; and having 
fulfilled Leab's week, or waited till 
the days of her wedding feaſt were 
ended, he took the younger ſiſter 
alſo to wife; and loved her more 


than Leah. 


S. What children had he by theſe 
wives ? 

T. He had fix ſons, Reuben, Si- 
meon, Levi, Judah, 1ſſachar, Zebulun, 
and a daughter named Dinah, 


| Leah: and two Sons, Foſeph and 


Benjamin, by Rachel. 
S. How did Leah and Rachel a- 
gree ? 

T. Not well: For, Leah having 


four ſons before her ſiſter conceived, 


Rachel envied her, and gave Bilhah, 
her ſervant, tobe a concubinary wile 
to her huſband. This was ſo grat- 
ing to Leah, that ſhe returned the 


compliment by giving her ſervant | 
Zilpab inthe ſame manner to Faceb | 


her huſband. 


S. What children had Jacob by | 


Bilhah and Zilpah ? 

T. He had Dan and Naphtal: by 
the former : and Gad and Aſber by 
the latter. 

&. Where were all theſe children 
born to Jacob? | 

T. In Laban's houſe. 


S. Did Jacob depart from 2 
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han when he had ſerved the four- 
teen years agreed upon for his wives ? 

T. He was deſirous of returning 
home; but Laban having experien- 
ced that God had bleſſed him for 
his ſake, and that the advantages 
from his faithful ſervices - were 
very great, agreed to give Jacob 
all the ſpotted and brown ſheep or 
goats, that ſhould, from thence- 
forward be found in the white 
flock, to be kept by him, if he 
would ſerve him ſtill longer. This 
agreement God made to ſucceed fo 
proſperouſly to Jacob, that Laban 
fell from it, and altered it ſeveral 
times. Facob, at length being ad- 
moniſhed by God to return home, 
conſulted with, and perſuaded his 
principal wives, to go with him; and 
having got his houſhold, with his ſub- 
ſtance and flocks together, he leaves 
him, without bidding him adieu, 
and had croſſed the Euphrates, and 
reached as far as mount Gilead, be- 
fore Laban had notice of his flight, 
and was able to overtake him. 

S. How did Laban receive the 
news of Jacob's flight? 

T. With great wrath, and haſtily 
purſues him; but though he ſet out 
with vengeance in his mind, he was 
reſtrained by a divine viſion which 
he ſaw that night, from doing 
him any evil: ſo that when he o- 
vertook him, he only expoſtulated- 
with him for depriving him of an 
opportunity of ſending him and his 
houſhold away in an honourable 
manner, and becoming his affection 
to his children and their ſtation, 
and of taking proper leave of his 
children and grand-children. But 
Jacob excuſed his flight, by plead- 
ing his fears of Labar's forcibly de- 
taining his wives, and afterwards 
22 


by putting him in mind of the ill- 
treatment he and his family had 
met with from him. After ſome 
altercations, Laban, convicted of 
his own mrſbehaviour, deſired to 
make an alliance with Jacob; in 
which Jacob promiſed to uſe his 
wives and children with love and 
affection; and both agreed never 
to invade each other, This agree« 
ment was ſealed by an oath, and 
erecting a mount as a laſting monu- 
ment and memorial thereof. After 
this Laban returned home, and Ja- 
cob kept on his way, 

S. Had Laban. no nce for 
accuſing Jacob of defrauding him? 

T. Yes. His daughter Rachel, 
moſt probably with ſome. ſuper- 
ſtitious view, had ftolen away his 
teraphim, or conſecrated im 
or taliſmans, on which the eaſtern 
nations laid a great ſtreſs. However, 
this was without the knowledge of 
Jacob, who gave him a full power 
to ſearch, as well himſelf, as all that 
belonged to him; declaring, that 
the perſon with whom were 
found, ſhould ſuffer death. But 
Rachel had contrived means to hide 
them from her father's ſtricteſʒ in- 
quiſition, and, in all probability, 
from her huſband's view alſo. | 

S. What happened to Jacob af- 
terwards in the way . 

T. Being arrived on the banks og 
the river Jabbol, he ſaw, in a viſion, 
an army of angels ſurrounding him, 
and ready to protect him. 

S. What did Jacob call that place 
where he bad this viſion? 

T. Mahanaim; which in proceſs 
of time became a ſtrong city, choſen 
by Abner for the ſeat royal of bo» 
ſheth, the ſon of Saul, when he 
made war with David; a 
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who they were, and what the 


ſafe retreat by David himſelf, dur- 
ing the rebellion of his ſon Abſo- 
lom. ' 

S. Was Jacob afraid to return 


home, from any apprehenſions of /a 


the power of his brother Eſau? 

T. Jacob, aſſured of God's pro- 
tection, ſet out with a full truſt in 
him; but though he had already ex- 
perienced his power and goodneſs 
in his delivering him out of the 
hands of Laban; yet notwithſtand- 

theſe evidences, and the late vi- 
fion at Mahanaim, nature prompted 
him to conſult his preſervation, by 
all prudent means. Therefore draw- 
ing near to the borders of his bro- 
ther's ſettlement, which was on 
mount Seir, in the land of Edom, 
he ſenta ſubmiſſive meſſage by ſome 
of his chief ſervants to advertiſe E- 
ſau of his return, and of his great 
riches and ſucceſs, and to beg that 
* all former differences might be for- 
got, and that he might obtain fa- 
-your and friendſhip at the hands of 
his brother. 

S. How did Eſau behave upon 
this occaſion ? 

T. It is apprehended that he ſent 
the meſſengers away much perplex- 
ed: for, when they were returned, 
they reported that Eſau was com- 

with four hundred men to meet 
Jacob; which put Jacob into o great 
confuſion. 

S. How did they meet? 

T. Jacob prepares him a great 
r and diſpoſes of his wives, 
children, and flocks, in ſuch a man- 
ner as to provide againſt the worſt 
event. In the front he ordered the 
choice of his flocks, &c. in differ- 
ent droves or companies, with com- 
mand to his drivers, if they met 
_ and ſhould be aſked by him 


flocks were, to anſwer, They 
be thy ſervant Jacob's; and theſe 
are a preſent ſent to my Lord E- 
u. — Afterwards he ſent his wives 
and children, with all his ſubſtance, 
over the brook Fabbok, and re- 
mained himſelf alone on this ſide, 
recommending both himſelf and fa- 
mily in prayer (as the danger ap- 
proached nearer) to the protection 
of Almighty God. Here an angel 
of the Lord wreſtled with him all 
night, put his thigh out of joint, 
and changed his name of Jacob into 
that of 1/rae!, and gives him his 
bleſſing at E By this viſion 
God intended to ſtrengthen Jacob's 

faith; and to deliver him out of all 
fear and anxiety on the account of 
his brother Eſau, ſuffered him to 
prevail over the angel. In the 
morning early Jacob, without re- 
garding his thigh, went on with 
his family; and it was not long be- 


fore he ſaw his brother, to whom 
he bowed ſeven times. Eſau's re- 


ſentment was appeaſed: he runs to 


meet Jacob; embraces him, and 


weeps over him with tears of joy, 
and expreſſes himſelf with the ſame 
tenderneſs and affection to all his 
family; and when he was ſcarce 


prevailed upon to accept of Jacob's 


preſent, as being in no want there- 


of, he invited them all kindly to Seir. 
'8. Did Jacob accept the invita- 


tion ? 

T. No: Jacob might not alto- 
gether truſt to his brother's out- 
ward behaviour; and tho God had 
promiſed to protect him in all una- 
voidable dangers, he was too wiſe 
to tempt the Almighty by running 
wilfully into temptations, that he 


could well avoid. Therefore, _ | 


— 
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of the Murder of the Shechemites, &c. 6g 


ing parted. with his brother, he 
marched by eaſy journies to. the 
valley of Succoth, on this ſide Jor- 
dan, ſo called from the number of 
booths, he there erected ſor bis 
cattle; here it is thought he abode 
near a year and a half, and from 
thence he paſſed over Jordan, and 
encamped at Salem, a city of She- 
chem, where he purchaſed a piece 
of ground of Hamor the father of 
Shechem for one hundred lambs, or 
pieces of money ſtampt with the 
image of a lamb, and erects an al- 
tar on it to the honour of God. 

S. How long did Jacob or Iſrael 
continue at Salem ? 

T. The Fews imagine his abode 
there was about 8 years and an half; 
but the laſt year was very grievous 
to him; for Shechem, Hamor's ſon, 
having forcibly raviſhed and violated 
his daughter Dinah, neither his de- 
manding her afterwards in honour- 
able marriage, nor the propoſal to ad- 
mit Jacob's poſterity to the privi- 
leges of the Shechemites, nor even 
their ſubmiſſion to the Few! rite 
of circumciſion, which Jacob's ſons 
had deceitfully propoſed to Hamor, 
as the condition of entering into 
mutual alliance with his people, 
were able to prevent Simeon and 
Levi from their purpoſe of revenge ; 
but taking advantage of the credu- 
lity, and the ſoreneſs of all the men 


after circumciſing on the third day, 


when their pain was moſt ſenſible, 
they fell upon the city, put the 
king and his ſon, with all the men, 
to the ſword, plunder their houſes, 
and carry their wives, children and 
cattle away with them. This very 
odious-and cruel act of his ſons, was 
ſo deteſtable to the father, that he 
juſtly feared it would bring the 


vengeance of all the neighbouring 
cities upon him, and prove the ut” 
ter ruin of his houſe. Therefore, 
he was warned of God to move 
from thence to Bethel, and there 
to perform his vow of erectiog an 
altar unto the Lord. I 

S. Did Jacob obey? 

T. Yes; having firſt of all re- 
formed his family, purging it of all 
idolatrous images, and the ear- 
rings which were worn by them in 
honour of theſe falſe gods, and 
which they had brought with them 
out of Syria, and had held in great 
eſteem; and afterwards obliged 
them all to purify themſelves by 
waſhing their bodies, and by put- 
ting on clean and freſh apparel. 

S. Why did he take their ear- 
rings from them ? 

T. Not only for the reaſon before 
given, but becauſe they were not 
ſo much defigned for ornament, as 
the cuſtom is now, as for ſpells or a- 
mulets againſt ſickneſſes and misfor- 
tunes : and therefore their uſe was i- 
dolatrous.— I heſe ſuperſtitious ear- 
rings are ſuppoſed to have been ſe- 
micircular, and reached over the 
forehead from ear to ear, and were 
engraven with aſtronomical-charace 
ters and ſignatures: and as they were 
always dedicated to ſome falſe deity, 
they had many ſupernatural and ſa- 
lutary virtues ſuperſtitiouſly im- 
puted to them. 

S. What did Jae do with 
them ? | 

T. Being in a hurry to be gone, 
he rather choſe to bury them under 
an oak near Shechem; than to melt 
them down. | 

S. What did Jacob do at Bethel? 
and how long did he live there? 

T. His fisſt care was to build an 

altar 
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altar on the place where he had be- 
fore ſeen the viſion. Here he bu- 
ried Deborah, Rebeccah's nurſe; 


and, having again another viſion, 


in which God confirmed his name 
Iſrael to him, and renewed the co- 
venant made with bis fathers Abra- 
bam and Iſaac, he erected a pillar 
of ſtone; and poured a drink of- 


fering and oil thereon, as a laſting 


monument of gratitude and devo- 
tion. And then departed with an 
intention to go and ſettle with his 
aged father at Mamre. 

S. What happened to Facob in 
the way from Bethel? 

T. In parting from Bethel to 
come to his father aac, who dwelt 
near Hebron, Rachel, being big 
with child the ſecond time, was de- 
livered in the way to Zphrath, or 
Bethlehem, of her ſecond fon Ben 
jamin, and died in child-bed. After 
her burial, he journeyed beyond 
the tower of £dar, and dwelt there 
ſome time, during which his ſon 
Reuben committed inceſt with Bil- 


Bab his father's concubine, a crime 


which Jacob reſented to his death. 
From thence he arrived at Mamre, 
the place of his father's abode, 
S. Do the heathen authors take 
notice of any of theſe faCts ? 
T. Yes: The fiction of Jupi- 
ter's chain in Homer probably had 
Its original from Jacob's ladder. A 
whole nation's abſtaining from a 
particular part of the thigh is a me- 
morial of his wreſtling with the an- 
gel. Apollo being reduced to the 
neceſſity of turning Admetus's ſhep- 
herd, after his expulſion from his 
father's houſe, ſeems founded up- 
on Jacob's living with Laban, The 
fable of the Bethleans came from 
the altar of Bethel; and, beſides 


© 


other examples noted by Fuſeblur, 
the whole hiſtory of Jacob at She- 
chem, is related almoſt in the ſame 
words by Alexander Polyhiftor. 

S. How long did Iſaac live after 
Jacob's return! | 

T. About ſeven years; and died 
in the 180th year of his age, and 
was buried by his ſons Jacob and 
Eſau. 

S. How did Jacob and Eau agree 
after his death? 

T. God, who had promiſed to 


protect Jacob, had alſo provided fo | | 


well for E/au, that he was content- 
ed to live at Seir; and never con- 
tended about the birth-right with 
Jacob. 

S. What poſterity had Eſau? 

T. He had no more than five 
ſons by his three wives : but their 
proſperous iſſue became the fathers 
of many nations, of whom you may 
read a genealogy —_— in Eden, 
till the children of {/rget eame out 
of Egypt. 

S. ls there no mention of Eſau 
in prophane authors ? 

T. Yes: He is the Erythros of 
the Greeks; from whom the Red- 
ſea, tho' it differs not in colour 
from other ſeas, is called Mar: 
Erythreum. 

S. What do theſe authors ſay of 
Jacob? 939 

T. He is ſaid to be a man of 
learning, and of an extraordinary 
genius, He had great advantages 
under Abraham and Iſaac, who juſt- 
ly deſerve a name among the eldef 
oriental philoſophers : and therefore 
he is deſcribed in the eaſtern ſtile, 
as a man dwelling in tents, i, e. one 
who leads a philoſophical and con- 
templative life. 5 
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CHAP. VIL 


The Hiſtory of Joſeph. Jacob's Settlement in the Land f Go- 
ſhen. His prophetic Bleſſings of his Children. His Death and 
pompous Burial. And of the Death of Joſeph : With an Ex- 
plication of ſome difficult Paſſages in the Compaſs of this Part of 


the Holy Bible. 


8. HAT happened to J- 


cob at Mamre 
T. He had not been long there, 
but he loſt his ſon Joſeph, by the 
envy and contrivance of his bre- 
thren, who ſold him to ſome mer- 


chants that were trading into E- 


pt. | 
„ Why did they envy him? 

T. Becauſe he was the father's 
favourite; and had, from time to 
time, brought him an account of 
their evil ways; they -were alſo 
much enraged at the relation of his 
dreams, which preſaged his domi- 
nion and ſuperiority over them. 

S. Why did his father love him 
more than his brethren ? 


T. Becauſe he was wiſe and pru - 


dent, even above his years. 

S. How did Joſeph's brethren 
contrive to ſel] him without the fa- 
ther's knowledge ? | 

T. Jacab, having ſent all his ſons, 
but Joſeph and Benjamin, to keep 
his flocks, in the plains about Se- 
chem, where they had lately deſerv- 
ed ſo bad a character by the mur- 
der of the Shechemites, and fearin 
that ſome harm had befallen them, 
not having heard from them for a 
long time, ſent Joſeph to fee if all 
was well with them and their flocks; 
and to bring him word again. J- 
ſeph went, and not finding them 
there, was directed to Dothan, a 


town about 12 miles N. of Sama- 
ria: But his brethren no ſooner ſaw 
him in their power, but they con · 
ſpiced againſt him to lay him; but 
Reuben, his eldeſt brother, abhor- 
red this their deteſtable deſign, 
and hiding his reſolution of ſaving 
him, counſelled them not to dip 
their hands in the blood of their 
brother, but to ſatisfy themſelves by 
caſting him into a pit, hoping there- 
by to take him out and deliver him 
to his father. To this they con- 
ſented; but ſome Imaelites and 
Midianites, merchant- men, paſſing 
by to go into Egypt, Judah pro- 
poſed to take him up and to ſell 
him; and accordingly they agreed 
with the Midianites for 20 pieces 
of filverz and Jaſeph was by them 
carried into Egypt. 

S. How did they hide this from 
their father? 

T. They took Joſeph's ooat, and 
killed a kid of the goats, and dip- 
ped the coat in the blood. When 
they bad brought this home, the 
father was eaſily deceived into an 
opinion that his ſon Fojeph bad been 
torn to pieces by ſome wild beaſt. 

S. How did Jacob. behave on this 
occaſion ? 

T. He rent his cloaths, and put 
on ſack-· cloth, and would admit of 
no comſort; but reſolved to lament 
his loſs to the day of his death. 
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S. What became of Fo/eph ? 

T. The merchants carried him 
into Egypt, and ſold him to Pati- 
phar, the captain of Pharaoh's 
guard ; who obſerving his fidelity, 
prudence, and diligence, and the 
ſucceſs that attended all his under- 
takings, in a ſhort time made him 
his ſteward. 

S. Did he continue in this office 
and his maſter's favour ? 

T. He remained ſeveral years 
with Potiphar, till refufing the im- 
pure ſolicitations of his miſtreſs ; 
who, being enamoured of his per- 
fon, tried all means to entice him 
into her embraces, and to defile his 
maſter's bed; he was at length 
ruined by her in his maſter's e- 
ſteem, being falſely accuſed by her 
of an attempt to violate her honour; 
and he was not only turned out of 
his place, but confined in the king's 
priſon. 

S. What happened during this 
time in Jacobs family? 

T. Before Fofeph was ſold, Ju- 
dab, the fourth ſon of acod, had 
married a Canaanitiſh woman, 
named Shuah, of whom he had Er, 
Onan, and Shelah. The eldeſt 
married Tamar; but he being very 
wicked, God cut him off in a little 
time. Then Judah, according to 
the cuſtom of the times, ordered 
Onan, his ſecond ſon, to take her, 
and to raiſe up ſeed to his brother; 
but he ufed unnatural means to pre- 
vent any iſſue from him, which the 
Lord ſo abominated, that he cut 
him off by death for that crime. 
Shelah was yet too young to marry, 
but Judah intreated the widow to 
wait til] he ſhould be of age. Tamar 
conſented; but when ſhe ſaw her- 
ſelf deluded, Shelah being now 
grown up, and no notice taken of 
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her, ſhe diſguiſed herſelf in the 
garb of an harlot, and becomes a 
proſtitute to Judah himſelf, with- 
out knowing who ſhe was. Having 
underſtood ſhe was with child, he 
proſecutes her to condemnation for 
an adultereſs, as being betrothed to 
his third ſon; but ſhe diſcovers 
to him whom it was by, and was 
delivered of twins, Pharez and Za- 
rah, who are both mentioned in 
the genealogy of Chriſt. 

S. How did it go with 7o/eph in 
priſon? 

T. The Lord was with him in 
the priſon alſo; and gave him ſuch 
favour in the ſight of the keeper of 
the priſon, that he committed all 
things, and the priſoners to Joſeph's 
care; and whatever he did the Lord 
made it to proſper. 

S. How did he obtain his en- 
largement ? 

T. The king's cup-bearer and 
chief baker, who were priſoners 


under his care, had each of them a 


remarkable dream, which they re- 
lated to him; theſe he interpreted, 
and aſſures the chief baker that he 
would be put to death, but the 
cup-bearer, that be would be re- 
leaſed and reftored to his former 
poſt; after he had interpreted the 
dreams, he prayed the cup-bearer, 
when he ſhould be at liberty, and 
in his former fituation of honour 
and credit, to remember him who 
had foretold this to him, and to re- 
commend his caſe to the king, as 
one who had been fraudulently ta- 
ken out of his own country, and 
was there impriſoned moſt unjuſtly. ' 

The cup-bearer was releaſed, and 
reſtored according to oſeph's in- 
terpretations; but forgot his caſe, 
till about two years after, the king 


having dreamed two dreams, which 
| | none 
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none of the magicians, nor wiſe 
men of Egypt, were able to inter- 
pret, he recollected Joſeph, and re- 
commended him to Pharaoh. Jo- 
ſeph was immediately ſent for out 
of priſon ; and not only interpreted 
Pharaoh's dreams to foretel ſeven 
plentiful harveſts, and afterwards 
ſeven years of famine, with which 
God would viſit the land; but he 


tions, the laying up in ſtorehouſes 


of plenty, as ſhould ſerve for a ſuf- 
ficient ſupply during alſo the ſubſe- 
quent time of want. Upon which 
Pharaoh made him his deputy over 
the land of Egypt; inveſted him 
with proper enſigns of that high ſta- 
tion; ordered the people to bow 
their knee to him; changed his 
name to Zaphnath-paaneah, i. e. ac- 
cording to ſome, prime - miniſter, or 
chief of the lands; but the genera- 
lity of interpreters render the words, 
a revealer of ſecrets; and married 
him to A/enath, the daughter of the 
prince of On, or Heliopolis, about 
12 miles diſtant from Memphis, 
the metropolis of the kingdom. 

S. How did he execute that high 
office? 

T. With ſo much prudence and 
application, that before the ſeven 
fruitful years were expired, he had 
ſtored up corn ſufficient to ſupply 
both Egypt, and the neighbouring 
countries, the whole ſeven years of 


S. Did Pharaoh commit the diſ- 
poſal of the corn to Foſeph ? ' 

T. Yes. 
perſons, in the ſecond year of the 
famine, ten of his brethren hap- 
pened to come from Canaan to buy 
corn. 


Jacob ſettled in the Land of Goſhen, 


ſubjoined the moſt prudent direc- 


ſuch a ſtock of corn during the years 


famine, that were expected to follow. 


And amongſt other 
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S. Did they know him? 

T. No: But he knew them, and 
with a ſevere look and angry tone, 
charged them with being ſpies, and 
come to diſcover the weakneſs of 
the land. 

S. How did they behave to him? 

T. They bowed down before him, 
and made obeilance to him, accord- 
ing to the very letter of his dreams. 

S. How did he behave to them? 

T. He treated them roughly, till 
juſtifying themſelves from being 
ſpies, by aſſuring him, they were 
all the ſons of one father, who lived 
in the land of Canaan with their 
youngeſt brother ; they conſented 
that one of them ſhould remain as 
a pledge till they returned with their 
youngeſt brother. In the courſe of 
this account of .their family, it 
brought to their memory the cru- 
elty they had long fince ſhewn to 
their brother Joſeph. Butafterwards, 
when they returned a ſecond time, 
and brought with them Benjamin, 
their brother, having tried them to 
the utmoſt, and ſeeing their great de- 
jection and remorſe of conſcience, 
he made himfelf known to them 
with all affection and tenderneſs. 

S. How did they behave on his 
declaring himſelf to them ? 

T. They were fo ſtruck with 
ſurprize and confuſion, that for a 
conſiderable time they could not 
give him an anſwer. But upon his 
aſſurances of forgiveneſs and friend- 
ſhip, they were encouraged and re- 
vived, and converſed more fami- 
liarly with him. a 

F. How did Foſeþh convince 
them, that he ſincerely forgave 
them ? 

T. He, with Pharaoh's leave, 
ſent for his father, and bid his 

F' 3. brethien 


70 
brethren bring all their families 
into Egypt, and for that purpoſe 
provided them with proper carriages 
for their houſholds and moveables ; 
and afterwards ſettled them in the 
land of Go/hen, the beſt of the coun- 
try, and maintained them all, dur- 
ing the time of the famine, 


S. How did this news affect Ja- 


cob? 

T. He fainted away at the ſur- 
prizing and unexpected report of 
his ſon Jeſeph being alive, and go- 
vernor over the land of Egypt ; but 
when he ſaw the preſents, the cha- 
riots, and tbe waggons, and inform- 
ed himſelf of the circumſtances of 
the divine providence towards his 
ſon, his ſpirits revived, and in an 
extaſy of joy, cry'd out, It is e- 
nough! Joſeph, my ſon, is yet a- 
F. I will go and fee him before 

ie, 

S. Did Facob go down to Egypt 
immediately ? 

T. Yes: And when he arrived 
at Beerſheba, which is the outmoſt 
boundary of Canaan towards the 
ſouth, and offered ſacrifices for a 
ſafe and happy journey, God ap- 
peared unto him, and bade him not 
fear to go down into Egypt; for 
he would be with him, and protect 
him, and, in due time, bring, his 
poſterity up from thence again, to 
enter into the poſſeſſion of the pro- 
miſed land. From hence be and his 
family proceeded to bis ſon Joſepb. 

S. How was Jacob received in 
Egypt? | 

T. With all demonſtrations of 
Joy and affection by his ſon, and re- 
ſpect by Pharaob, who appointed 


him his chief ſhepherd, and com- 


mitted the charge of all his herds 
and flocks in the land of Gaſen in- 
to the hands of his ſons, 
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S. Where was the land of Gofen 
fituate ? 

T. In the eaſtern part of Egypt, 
between the Red-ſea and the Nile, 
on the borders of Canaan. It was 
a very fruitful ſpot of ground, and 
abounded in herbage ; and as it was 
feparate from Egypt, it was the moſt 
convenient habitation for the 1ſrae- 
lites, who might live there in a bo- 
dy, and freely exerciſe their reli- 
gion without giving any offence to 
the Egyptians: and as they came 
down into Egypt upon a particular 
exigency, and were to return again 
to take poſſeſfion of the promiſed 
land, they could here be in greater 
readineſs to remove, whenever God 
ſhould order them to depart thence, 
without the difficulties that muſt 
bave attended ſuch a removal from 
the heart, or any of the farther 
parts of Egypt, 

&. Did not theſe things draw the 
envy of the Egyptians upon Foſeph ? 

T. No: for Jeſeph, the prime 
miniſter, did nothing for his family 
but by the king's command; and 
advanced them to no poſts or offices 
of truſt or profit in the govern- 
ment, but continued them in the 
employment of ſhepherds, which 
was an abomination. ta the Egyp- 
trans. And as to his management 
of the public affairs and royal gra- 
naries, he carried the ballance ſo 
juſt between the intereſt of the 
king, and the neceſſit ies of the peo- 
ple, that he deſervedly gained the 
eſteem of them both. 

S. What advantages did the 
crown reap under his adminiſtra- 
tion? | 

T. In the firſt year Joſeph ga- 
thered up. all. the money in Egypt 
and Canaan for the corn he then 
ſold them; and when money _ 
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he bartered for their cattle, and af- 
terwards for their lands and their 
perſons, to be ſervants to the king. 
Zo all the land became Pharaob's, 
excepting the revenues of the prieſts, 
who lived upon the maintenance al- 
lowed them out of the royal boun- 
ty. But he was ſo far from making 
them ſlaves, that he reftored them 
their liberty, aſſigned them lands, 
and furniſhed them with ſufficient 
ſeed, upon condition, that from 
thence” forward they ſhould pay 
yearly a fifth part of the product of 
their lands to the king and his ſuc- 
ceſſors for ever. 

S. Had Jeſeph any children? 

T. Yes: two, Manaſſob and E- 
phraim by his wife Aſenath. 

S. How did his father's family 
ſucceed in their new habitation ? 

T. They became very wealthy, 
and very numerous. 

S. How long did Jacob live to 
enjoy theſe comforts ? 

T. Seventeen years: when find- 
ing himſelf grown old and feeble, 
and near his end, he ſent for his ſon 
Joſeph, and engaged him by an oath, 
that he would not bury him in E- 
zypt, but at Machpelah, the burial- 
place of his fathers. When after- 
wards Foſeph returned, upon no- 
tice that his father was at the point 
of death, Jacob, hearing of his ar- 
rival, ſummoned up all his ſpirits, 
and ſat up in his bed; and having 
related all the promiſes made to 
himſelf and his fathers by God, 
concerning his numerous poſterity, 
and their inhabiting the land of Ca- 
naan, he adopted and bleffed the 
two ſons of Foſeph, whom he then 
brought with him ; and, by divine 
direction, he preferred Ephraim be- 
fore the firſt born Manafſeh, = 


S. How did Jacob bleſs Joſeph's 
ſons? . | | 
T. He adopted them in the ſame 
degree, as Reuben and Simeon ſtood 
in the line of his inheritance.” Then 
he kiſſed and embraced them, and 
prayed that God would make them 
grow into a multitude in the midſt 
of the earth; and propheſied that 
the ſeed of Ephraim ſhould become 
a multitude of nations. And then, * 
having ſaid to Joſeph, Behold I die, 
but God fhal with ycu, and 
bring your poſterity into the land 
of your fathers, ke gave him one 
portion above his brethren, which 
Jacob had conquered from the A- 
morite. 

S. Did not Jacob take his leave 
of his other ſons before he died? 

T. Yes: He called them toge- 


ther, and prophetically told them 


what they and their poſteriry ſhould 
undergo in the laſt days, or future 


He reminded Reuben of his in- 
ceſt, for which he diſinherited him 
from the privileges of his primo- ge- 
niture: In conſequence whereof the 
tribe of Reuben continued always in 
obſcurity ; the prieſthood being con- 
ferred on Levi, the government on 
dah, and the double portion on 
25 to be entailed in their re- 
pective tribes. | 
He told Simeon and Levi, that, 
for their impious maſfacre of the 
Shechemites, their tribes ſhould be 
for ever ſeparate and diſperſed a- 
mong their brethren. So we find 
this fulfilled, in that Levi had no 
inheritance among his brethren in 
the land of Canaan; except a'few 
peculiar cities allotted in every 
tribe: and the tribe of Simeon en- 
joyed only a part of Juuab's por-" 
F 4 tion; 
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tion ; excepting a few acquiſitions 
on mount Seir, and in the wilds of 
the valley of Ge dor. 

To Judah he aſſigned the ſove- 
reignty, or the government, not on- 
ly of his family in Goſhen, but of 
that nation, which God had promi- 
ſed to his ſeed ; and he propheſied 
that from his name ſhould the nati- 
on of the Jews derive their appella- 
tion; the ſame form of govern- 
ment, which he inſtituted, ſhould 
continue amongſt them till the Ae. 
ab came, in a land that ſhould 
produce grapes, as Common as 
thorns in other places; and wine, 
as plentiful as water; which, though 
ſomewhat hyperbolical, was in ſome 
meaſure verified in the fruitful val- 
leys of Eſbcol and Hebron, and the 
delicious paſture- grounds in the 
ſame country. See page 75. 

He deſcribed the portion or ſet- 
tlement of Zebulun to extend weſt- 
ward from the Mediterranean Sea, 
to the lake of Genezareth, on the 
eaſt, as far as Z:don, on the north. 
And he foretold that the tribe of 
Jachar, delighting more in huſ- 

dry, than in war, ſhould be of- 
ten infeſted and ſubjected by ſtran- 
gers, that would take advantage of 
yo puſillanimity and inglorious 
alc. 

Dan was given to underſtand, 
that his birth of a concubine, was 
no bar to the privileges of his fa- 
ther's bleſſing; and that his poſte- 
rity ſhould become a politic people, 
and diſtinguiſh themſelves in the art 
of war. Sos 

The poſterity of Gad were aſ- 
ſured, that, notwithſtanding their 
ſettlement ſhould at firſt expoſe 
them to the incurſions of the border- 


ing 4rabs, on the other fide of Jer- 


* 


dan, they ſhould overcome them at 
the laſt by their vigilance and bra- 
very; which was fulfilled in that 
famous battle, wherein the Gadites 
took from them fiſty thouſand ca- 
mels, two hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand ſheep, and one hundred thou- 
ſand men priſoners, 

_ Aſher had the promiſe of a very 
rich ſoil, abounding in moſt delici- 
ous fruits. And of Naptbali, he 
foretold, that his branches ſhould 
ſpread like an oak, and multiply ex- 
ceedingly : which muſt be confeſſed 
by thoſe that obſerve the capacity of 
his tribe to muſter fifty-three thou» 
ſand men, fit to bear arms, in leſs 
than 220 years, though he went 
down into Egypt with no more than 
four ſons. 


Then turning to Joſeph, he firſt 


acknowledges the divine provi- 


dence, which ſo graciouſly appeared 


in the protection and deliverance of 
him out of all his troubles, and ſets 
forth the future greatneſs of his 


tribe; and then again bleſſes him 


and his poſterity to this effect: The 
Ged of thy fathers, even the Lord 
Almighty bleſs thee with the dew of 
heaven, and with the fatneſs of the 
earth; with a numerous poſterity, 
and with plenty of all forts of cattle. 


And may all the bleſſings promiſed 


to me, and to my fathers, be daubled 
upon the head of my fon Joſeph, 
and continue for ever. Where it 
muſt be obſerved, that the title of 
the ſhepherd and the ſtone of Iſracl, 
was given to Fe/eph by his father, 
to put his family in mind that they 
ought to recognize, him to be their 
preſerver and nouriſher in the land 
of Egypt, and that thereby he was 
become the foundation or baſis ofthe 
houſe of Jacob, which otherwiſe 
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muſt have periſhed by famine z and 


therefore when it follows, that he 
was ſeparated from his brethren, it 
ſhould have been tranſlated, He ſhall 
be crowned Nazir, or is become 
the head of his brethren. 

As for the fruitfulneſs of his poſ- 
terity, it will be ſufficient to remark 
the large extent of the two-fold 
tribe, Ephraim and Manaſſeh, which 
at their firſt numbering conſiſted of 
72,700 men, and at their ſecond, 
$5,200 men, all, able to go out to 
war, Num. i. and xxvi. 

At laſt, he concluded with a bare 
deſcription of the fierce and warlike 
diſpoſition of the tribe of Benjamin, 
which was afterwards evidently ſeen 
in the account we read of his poſte- 
rity in the days of the Judges, when 
there were ſeven: hundred choſen 
men among them, left-handed, e- 
very one of whom could fling ſtones 
at a hair's breadth, and not miſs ; 
accordingly they twice beat all the 
other tribes, We may alſo remem- 
ber the oppoſition which the houſe 
of Saul, deſcended from this tribe, 
made againſt the acceſſion of David 
to the throne, and which was not 
ſuppreſſed till Abner, the general of 
their forces, had forſaken them. 

Jacob having made an end of pro- 
phetically bleſſing his ſons, renewed 
his charge to them, to bury him in 
the cave of Machpelab; and laying 
himſelf down. in his bed again, in a 
ſhort time expired, in the 147th 
year of his age. | 

S. Did his children carry his bo- 
dy to the land of Canaan, and bury 
it in the burial-place of his fathers? 

T. Yes: Joſeph having wept over 
and kiſſed his father's corpſe, order- 
ed it to be embalmed, and prepara- 


having obtained leave of Pharaoh, 
he, with the elders of the land of 
Egypt, and with the ſervants and el- 
ders of Pharaoh's houſe, and his own 
houſhold, and thoſe of his father's 
houſe, and his brethren, accompa- 
nied him in this execution of his fa- 
ther's will, both horſemen and cha- 
riots, a very great company, to the 
borders of Canaan. 

This is the firſt pompous funeral 
mentioned in hiſtory z and I may 
ſafely add, that its pomp, expreſſed 
in the plain and ſimple narrative of 
ſcripture, excels even the noble ob- 
ſequies of Marcellus, which Virgil 
has deſcribed with ſo much poetical 
parade: for, how ſhort do the fix 
hundred beds, for which the Roman 
ſolemnities, on that occaſion, were 
ſo famous, fall in compariſon of the 
multitude which attended on this 
occaſion, of all Pharaoh's ſervants ; 
of the elders of his houſe; and of all 
the elders of the land of Egypt, the of- 
ficers of his houſhold and deputies of 
his provinces, with all the houſe of 
Joſeph and his brethren, and his fa- 
ther's houſe, conducting their ſo- 
lemn ſcenes of ſorrow for near 300 
miles into a diſtant country? 

S. How far did this national train 
accompany the corpſe ? | 
T. To the threſhing floor of Atad, 
or Abel Mizraim, on the borders of 
Canaan, and the weſt of Fordan ; 
the laſt place, as it may be ſuppoſed, 
under the dominion of Pharaoh, 
where the Egyptians joined with 
— children, in the mourning 
olemnities, for the ſpace of a whole 
week; and then Joeſeph, with his 
own houſe, and his brethren, pro- 
ceeded to Machpelah, and buried 
their father, as he had commanded 


tions for his funeral to be made, and them, 


S. Did 
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S. Did Jaſapb meet with no op- 
poſition at Machpelab? 
T. There is a tradition among the 
Rabhi's, that one Tzepho, the ſon 


of Eliphaz, diſputed Jacob's title to 


the ground; whom, after a bloody 
fight, they add, Fo/eph took priſon- 
er, and carried into Egypt; from 
whence, after Jaſeph's death, he 
eſcaped into /taly. 

S. How did Jeſeph behave to his 
brethren after Faceb's death? 

T. His brethren fill conſcious of 
their guilt, and dreading the effects 
of it, ſhould Jeſeph be rigorous to 


requite them according to the deme- 
rits of their Larbarity towards him, 


(their father being now dead, and 
they in his power, and at his mercy) 
they ſent meſſengers to ſue for par- 
don and forgiveneſs, in their father's 
name, and came themſelves alſo, 
and falling down before him, in- 
treated his favour, and owned them- 
ſelves to be his ſervants. To whom 
Jaſeph full of tears and affection re- 
plied: Fear not, I will nouriſh. you 
and your little ones. And he com- 
"_ them and ſpake kindly unto 


S. How long did the Egyptians 
mourn for Jacob after his death? 

T. Seventy days; the time- ne- 
ceſlary for embalming him being fo 
long. The method of embalming 
it thoſe countries was as follows : 
after the inteſtines, except the heart 
and kidneys, were drawn out thro” 
an inciſion made in the left-fide, 
and the brains extracted with a 
hooked piece of iron through the 
noſtrils z they waſhed the inteſtines 
with palm- wine, and other ſtrong 


with the ſame. Then they anointed 
the whole body about the ſpace of 


aſtringent drugs, and filled the ſkull. 
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thirty days, with oil of cedar, myrrh, 
cinnamon, and other drugs: after 
which they put it into ſalts of nitre 
forty days, which in all made ſeventy 
days; eſpecially if we reckon the re- 
maining timethat might be taken up 
in waſhing the body after it was ta- 
ken outofthe ſalt, and wrapping it in 
linen dipped in myrrh, and rubbing 
it with a certain gum, which the E- 
gyptians uſed inſtead of glue. Thus 
it means no more, than that the E- 
gyptians mourned jn complaiſance to 
Joſeph, all the time that his father's 
corpſe was preparing to move to the 
place of interment. 
S. How long did Zo/eph continue 
at the head of affairs in Egypt? 
T. It is preſumed all his life; 
which was prolonged to one hun- 
dred and ten years: of which, he 
lived fix at Haran in Meſopotamia, 
the place of his nativity.; eleven in 
the land of Canaan; ten in Poti- 
phar's houſe; three in priſon; 
twenty-ſix from his advancement, 
to Jacob's death; and he furvived 
his father fifty-four years: ſo that he 
was ruler in Egypt, under the king, 
in all, eighty years. In which time 
his brethren lived in peace and proſ- 
perity, and increaſed daily in 
ſtrength and riches; and he ſaw him - 
ſelf tbe happy parent of a numerous 
offspring, in the third generation of 
Ephraim and Mana ſſeb. 
S. Did Jaſeph believe in the pro- 
miſes made by God to his fathers ? 
T. Ves: he died in the belief that 
God would bring his poſterity, and 
his father's houſe, out of Egypt in- 
to the land, which he ſware to Abra- 
ham, Iſauc, and Jacob. And having 
exhorted- his brethren and children 
to continue in the fame ſtedfaſt 
faith, and made them promiſe, with 
an 
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an oath, that when God ſhould per- 
form his covenant to them, 

ſhould take and carry his bones up 
from gypt with them, hegave up the 
ghoſt, and was embalmed, and de- 
poſited in a coffin, till the time of 
the promiſe ſhould come. And ac- 
cordingly, when Maſs led the 1/ra- 
elites from Egypt, he carried the bo- 


dy of Joſeph along with them, and Judg 


committed the care thereof to the 
tribe of Ephraim, who buried it neas 
Shechem, in the field, which Jaca, 
a little before his death, gave to 
Joſeph, as his peculiar property. 

S. Sir, I muft beg your patience, 
before you proceed in the hiſtory of 
the //raelites, to elear ſome few paſ- 
ſages, which I do not yet underſtand 
from what you have faid : partieu- 
larly, what am I to learn from Ja- 
cob's prophecy to Judah, that the 
fceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, 
nor a haw-giver from between his 
feet, until SHilob come, and unto 
— ſhall the gathering of the people 


T. By ſeeptre is ſignified the go- 
vernment of the Jraelites; by law- 
giver is ſignified a deputy, or infe- 
ferior magiſtrate, 'or governor ſet 
over a people, and commiſſioned to 
rule them by the monarch's autho- 
rity : between his feet implies no 
more than of Fudah's ſeed or poſte- 
rity: by Judah is underſtood the 
body of the people, in after ages, 
called Jews : Shiloh is interpreted 
the Meffiah, or Chri/t, our ſaviour ; 
ſo that the prophecy declares, that 
the Meſſiah ſhould come, before the 
Jewiſh government would totally 
ceaſe. 

S. How was this fulfilled ? 

T. Jacob, by dividing his family 
into tribes, and making his own, 


and Joſeph's two ſons governors or 
rulers over their reſpective houſes, 
inſtituted the ariftacratical govern» 
ment under God, who: had the ex- 
traordinary ſupreme direction and 
government of his people; But in 
the courſe. of time, and in ſome 
particular exigencies of affairs, it 
was found neceffary ta conſtitute a 
e, who according to the man · 
ner of the old dictators, among the 
Romans, having finiſhed his courſe, 
or executed his commiſſion, laid 
down his high office. And this form 
ſubſiſted, till the ſons of Samuel, 
abuſing this judicial power, made 
the people deſirous of a regal go- 
vernment, or to be united like other 
nations under one head; by theſe 
means it fell finſt into dans, then 
into David's hands, who was of the 
tribe of Judah. Afterwards, though 
the ten tribes loſt their government, 
and were ruined in the ¶ Mrian cap- 
tivity ; the people of Judah, in their 
tranſplantation to Batylæn, remained 
a diftin people there. and were go- 
verned in their on affai ts, whether 
ctvil or eccleſiaſtical, by their oven 
elders, who were ſtiled rulers of the 
congregation; and, on their return 
from Babylon, at the expiration of 
ſeventy years, they were thought a 

people conſiderable enough to be 
complained of to Artaxerxes, who, 

as well as all their other conquer- 

ors, permitted them to retain their 

own laws ; for they never took a- 

way that form of government, of 
which they found them poſſeſſed, 

till their nation was entirely deſtroy- 
ed by the Romans, after the death 
of Chriſt. 

From hence it appears, that the 
prophecy of Jacob imports no more, 
than that the power and authority, 
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which ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the po- 
ſterity of Judah, ſhall not be taken 
from them ; or, at leaſt, they ſhall 
not be deſtitute of rulers and gover- 
nors, until the coming of the Me- 
fab : but after he is come, there 
ſhall be no difference between the 
Fews and Gentiles, who ſhall be all 
obedient tothe Miah. And, after 
that, the poſterity of Judah ſhall have 
neither king, nor ruler of their own; 
but their whole commonwealth 
ſhall quite loſe all form, and never 
recover it This was fulfilled 
ſoon after the death of Chriſt, when 
all things began to work towards 
the deſtruction of the Few1þ polity ; 
und within a few years, their city, 
temple, and government were ut- 
terly ruined; and the people being 
ſold, like beaſts in a market, became 
flaves in the ftriteſt ſenſe ; and, 
from that day to this, they have ne- 
ver enjoyed a prince or lawgiver a- 
mong them. 

S. This is now very intelligible. 
But if, as I have been informed, 
Hippocrates was the father of phyſic, 
how will you account for the phy- 
ficians, to whoſe care, you ſay, Ja- 
eab's N was committed to be em- 
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T. I confeſs that Hippocrates de- 
monſtrated his great ſuperiority, 
ſkill, and genius in his writings, 
relating to the practice of phyſic : 
but he was far from being the firſt 
of his profeſſion, even amongſt the 
Greeks, who derived their know- 
ledge from the Egyptians; amongſt 
whom, as Herodotus relates, every 
diſtin diſtemper had its proper 
phyſician, who confined himſelf to 
the ſtudy and cure of that only ; 
which method multiplied their 
numbers exceedingly, and may pro- 
perly account for thoſe in Jeſeph's 
houſe, to whom he, according to 
the cuſtom of the country, com- 
mitted his father's body to be em- 
balmed. | 

S. What light have we of the 
promiſes concerning Jacob and Jo- 
ſeph from other hiſtories ? 

T. The memory of Joſeph's wiſe 
and juſt adminiſtration is preſerved 
among the Egyptians, under the 
worſhip of Apis, Serapis, and Oſiris. 
Several heathen writers have re- 
corded Jacob's journey, with his 
whole family, into Egypt; and Juſ- 
tin deſcribes Jaſeph with very little 
variation from Maoſes. | 
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The State of the Children of Iſrael in the Land of Egypt, from 


the Death of Joſeph to their Deliverance, under the Conduct 
of Moſes : Including. an Account of the Twelve- Tribes; 
their Bondage under the Egyptians ; the Birth, Edvcation, 

Flight, and Marriage of Moſes. God's Appearance, and Com- 
miſſion to Moſes. The Call of Aaron, and his Part in the Cam- 
miſſion ;, their Reception by the Iſraelites, and their Meſſage and 


. onders performed before Pharaoh and all his People. 
The Inſtitution of the Paſſover ; and 


raoh's hardened Heart. 


Pha- 


the Hiſtory of other Nations during this Period. 


8. H A T became of the 
children of Jſrael after 
the death of Foſeph ? 


T. Being divided into twelve 
tribes, they increaſed in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the land of Goſhen was filled 
with them; and they grew ſo pow- 
erful, as to become objects of the 
jealouſy and envy of the Zgyptians, 
who endeavoured to prevent their 
increaſe, and to break their ſpirits. 

S. Did not theſe tribes exceed 
the number twelve ? 

T. Yes: But as Foſeph's two 
children gave names to two tribes, 
inſtead of their father ; ſo the tribe 
of Levi, being by God's appoint- 
ment ſet apart for the ſacred offices 
of religion, had neither inheritance 
| inthe land of Canaan, nor was num- 
bered amongſt the reſt to ſerve in 
the wars; and therefore they were 
always underſtood to be no more 
than twelve, under the following 
names: Reuben, Simeon, Fudah, 
Wſachar, Zebulon, Dan, Naphtali, 
Cad, Asper, Ephraim, Manaſſeh, 
and Benj amin. 

S. What did the Egyptians do to 
prevent their increaſe, and to break 
their ſpirits ? 


T. They firſt of all impoſed heavy 
taxes upon them, to impoveriſh the 
people ; and confined them to the 
hard Jabour of bearing burthens, 
digging clay, making bricks, build- 
ing walls and cities, ſinking tren- 
ches and ditches, draining rivers, 
and caſting up dikes and banks, to 
prevent inundations ; that by the 
rigorous ſeverities of their labour in 
thoſe works, they might wear out 
and enfeeble their bodies; and ſo, 
as they imagined, prevent 'their ge- | 
nerating and increaſing. 

S. What cities did they build for 
the Egyptians ? 

T. Pithon, or Peluſium, which | 
Ezekiel calls the ſtrength of Egypt; 
and Suidas, the key of Egypt from 
Syria; and Raamſes, another ſtrong 
frontier city at the entrance of E- 
gypt, from Arabia. 

S. Who was the author of this 
counſel againſt the 1/raelites ? 

T. A new king, that knew not, 
at leaſt had no regard to the advan- 
tages, which the Egyptians had re- 
_ under the adminiſtration of 
Fojeph. 

S. What was this king's nenath 

T. He was alſo called Pharaoh, 

which 
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which was a common name to all 


the kings of Egypt, importing the 


ſame as ſultan or emperor, which 
is not a proper name, but only a 
title of dignity ; his proper name is 
thought tobe Ramaſes Mramoun, or 
Amenophis. 
want good authority for calling him 
Salutis, the captain of a numerous 
body of Horites, as it is conjectured; 


who, being driven by the children 


of Eſau out of Seir, a country that 
hes E. and S. of the Dead. ſea, con- 
quered the Egyptians, and gained 
a ſettlement in their kingdom. 
S. Did his oppreſſive counſel ſuc- 
pes 


T. The king, ſeeing the means 
heretofore uſed for the oppreſſion 
of the people did not ſucceed ; and 
that the more they were afflicted, 
the more they multiplied, took a 
reſolution ſecretly to put to death 
all the males, intending to oblige 
the midwives, when they were 


Called to do their office, to ftifle 


them in the birth ; which they 
would not do, excuſing themſelves 
to the tyrant by an ingenious arti- 
ſice: but he afterwards uſed open 
violence, enjoining, that all the 


- males ſhould be thrown into the ri- 


ver Nile. 
S. How did the midwives excuſe 
their diſobedience ? 


T. They alledged, that the He- 
brew women, being of a much 


ſtronger conſtitution than the E- 
gyptians, were generally delivered 
before the midwives came; which, 
if it was but true in ſome caſes, was 
a juſtifiable excuſe, and cannot juſt- 
ly be eſteemed a falſhood: and it 
was ſo highly approved of by the 
Almighty, that he bleſſed and eſta- 


bliſhed their families from genera» 


Tho? there does not 


The Hory BIBLE explained. 


tion to generation. The names of 
theſe were Shiphrah and Puah. 

S, When did this perſecution 
begin ? and how long did it conti- 
nue? | 

T. It began 120 years after Ja- 
cob's coming into Egypt, and laſted 
86 years; tho', perhaps, not with 
the ſame rigour, as at firſt it began, 
For, Moſes being born under this 
cruel edict, his parents ventured to 
hide him from the ſearchers, three 
months, and afterwards committed 
him to the care of divine provi- 
dence, expoſing him in the flags on 
the ſhallowsof the Mie, inalittle boat 
of bulruſhes dawbed with ſlime and 
pitch to reſiſt and keep out the wa- 
ter: there he was taken up by Ther- 
muthis, the only daughter of the 
king, and ordered by her to be 
nurſed as her own child; and, ac- 
cording to the good pleaſure of 
God, the child was given to his 
own mother to be ſuckled. . 

S. Who were the parents of 
Moſes ? | 

T. His father's name was Am- 
ram, and his mother's Jochebed, 
both of the tribe of Levi. 

$. Had they no more children? 
T. Ves: they had a daughter 
called Miriam, and a ſon named 
Aaron, born before this bloody edict, 

S. What became of Moſes? 

T. When Moſes was grown up, 
his mother and nurſe reſtored him 


to Pharaohs daughter; who adopt- 


ed him for her own ſon, and gave 
him the name of Moſes, or one 
preſerved from drowning; becauſe 
ſhe had drawn him out of the wa- 
ter, or river. 
S. How did Pharaoh's daughter 
know this to be a Hebrew child? 
T. The dangerous fituation ſhe 
found 
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Moſes's Birth, Education, Flight, and Mar riage. 79 


found him in, ſufficiently. ſhewed 
this; and ſhe might, perhaps, 
learn the ſame from his being cir- 
cumciſed. And Clemens ſays, that 
his parents, ia performing that rite, 
called him Joachim. 

S. How did he learn the religion 
and hiſtory of his anceſtors ? 

T. Under the care of his parents. 

S. What became of him in Pha- 
raoh's court? 

T. He was inſtructed in all arts 
and ſciences; or he had the belt 
and moſt liberal education that all 
the world could at that time afford: 
ſo that he became learned in all the 
wiſdom, or valuable learning, of 
the Egyptians. But he was ſo well 
grounded in the religion of the 
Hebrews, that when he was forty 
years old, and ſaw no end to the 
afflictions of his brethren, the //- 
raelites, he forſook the court ; and, 
chuſing rather to be afflicted with 
the people of God, than to enjoy 
all the ſhort pleaſures of fin with 


Reuel, otherwiſe called Jethro, the 
chief man of the country, who 
made him his ſhepherd, and gave 
him his daughter Zipporab to wife; 
by whom he had two ſons, Gerſbom 
and Eliener. Here he abode forty 
years, too long a ſpace, we may 
imagine, for one of his extenſive 
genius and education to employ it 
ſolely in the tending and keeping of 
ſheep; and therefore it is probable 
enough, what is thought and be- 
lieved by many, that it was in this 
retirement Moſes wrote the book of 
Job; intending, that, by a moſt 
admirable example of patience, he 
might comfort the Iſraelites under 
the weight of their oppreſſions in 
Egypt; as alſo the book of Genefts, 
to inform them of the wonderful 
works of God, and his diſtinguiſhed 
care for the Jets ; and that the ac- 
compliſhment of the promiſes made 
by him to Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob,” would ſoon take place. - 
ſides this, it is natural to ſuppoſe, 


their profeſſed enemies, he went to--4hat he employed his leiſure hours 


his diſtreſſed brethren, amongſt 
whom he propoſed to live. 

S. How long did he ſtay amongſt 
the Hebrews? = 

T. Not long; for the mercileſs 
ſeverity of the taſk-maſters ſoon 
rouſed his reſentment and indigna- 
tion to ſuch a degree, that ſeeing 
an Egyptian abuſe and ſtrike an 
Hebrew, he flew the Egyptian, and 
buried him in the ſand : an account 
thereof was preſently reported to 
Pharaoh, who ſought to flay him; 
but Mofes fled beyond the Red-ſea, 
into the land of Midian in Arabia, 

S. What did he do there? 

T. His graceful aſpect, courteous 
behaviour, and great genius, gain'd 
kim admittance into the family of 


in improving himſelf in the ſeveral 
branches of knowledge he had ac- 
quired in his youthful days. 
S. What induced Moſes to leave 
Midian ? | 
T. The complaints of the cruel 
oppreſſion and affliction of the 7/- 
raelites increaſing, and their cries 
reaching heaven, and the time of 
their deliverance, according to the 
promiſe of God to their forefathers 
now drawing near ; God remem- 
bering his covenant, deſigned Mo- 
ſes to be his ambaſſador to Pharaoh's 
court, and to be his inſtrument in 
bringing about the deliverance of 
the {/raz/ites out of their Egyptian 
bondage ; and for that purpoſe ap- 
peafed to him, as he fed his father- 
1 


80 


in-law's flocks in the deſart, near 
mount Horeb, in Arabia Petræa; 
and enjoined him to undertake the 
deliverance of his people out of the 
hands of the Egyptians, and gave 
him aſſurance of his divine aſſiſt- 


ance. 

S. How, or in what manner did 
God appear to Moſes ? 

T. Moſes was at firſt ſurprized 
with a moſt glorious and amazing 
fight, which appeared like a flam- 
ing fire in the midſt of a buſh ; and, 
turning aſide, to examine the rea- 

ſon why the buſh was not con- 
ſumed therewith, he heard a voice 
proceeding from the midſt of the 
buſh, ſaying, Moſes, Moſes, put 
off thy ſhoes, for the ground where- 
on thou ſtandeſt is holy, and come 
not any nearer; for I am the God 
of thy fathers, who entered into co- 
venant with Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob. 
S. Why did God command Mo- 
ſer to put off his ſhoes ? 

T. This cuſtom is thought to 
have been derived from the patri- 
archs, and had been practiſed by the 
Egyptian prieſts in their approach 
to the holy ordinance, or ſacrifice: 
ſo that, as Moſes was educated in 
all their wiſdom, God, in com- 
pliance to an ancient cuſtom, that 
would naturally lead Moſes to ſhew 

ter reverence to the divine pre- 
ence; and to give a more awful 
attention to what he was going to 


hear, commanded him to put off 


his ſhoes. 
S. How did Moſes receive the 
voice of God out of the buſh ? 
T. He hid his face, being afraid 
to look upon God. 2 
S. What did the Lord do then? 
T. Then the Lord continued, 


my people, the 


The Hory B1BLE explained. 


and ſaid, that having ſeen the af. 
fliction of his people, who were fo 
cruelly enſlaved in Egypt, he had 
compaſſion on them, and was come 
down to deliver them from their 
oppreſſors; and to lead them into 
the land of promiſe, under his con- 
duct and command. For, ſaid the 
Lord, I will ſend thee unto Pha- 
raoch, that thou mayeſt bring forth 

children of 1ſrael, 
out of Egypt. 


S. How did Moſes receive this 


commiſſion ? 
7. He urged his meanneſs, and 


inſufficiency to take upon him the 


character of an ambaſſador ſent 
from God, both in regard to his 
want of eloquence to perſuade, and 
to the ſtubborn obſtinacy of Pha- 
raob, of which he ſeems to have 
feared the effects, and to the incre- 
dulity of the.1/raelites ; who, ſays 
he, will naturally aſk me the name 
of the God who ſends me on fo 
high and important a commiſſion ; 
therefore, what ſhall I ſay in an- 
ſwer to them ? | 

S. What faid the Lord to this 
excuſe ? 

T. God promiſed his preſence to 
be with him, to protect him in all 
dangers ; to endow him with the 
force of perſuaſion, and power to 
prevail, and to aſſiſt him in every 
ſtep he ſhould take; and to enable 
him to execute the whole of his 
commands, in ſpite of all oppoſi - 
tion from Pharaoh and the Egyp- 
trans. So that, in a ſhort time, he 
ſhould be convinced of the divine 
power and veracity, when he ſhould 
ſee that very people, who now 
were in the greateſt bondage, ſet 
free, and worſhipping the of 
their fathers on that very mouny 
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tain, And as for his name, God 
was pleaſed to reply— that He was 
the I AM, or the eternal, inde- 
pendent, ſelf-exiſtent being; the 
God «whom Abraham, Iſaac, and 

acob, their anceſtors, did worſhip 
and adore; and who alone was 
able to perform his promiſe, by de- 


livering them out of the hands of. 


their enemies, and putting them in 
poſſeſſion of thoſe lands, which the 
Canaanites, &c. were then in poſ- 
ſeſſion of; a people who had long 
and totally forſaken the worſhip of 
the true God, to ſerve ſtocks and 
ſtones, and the whole hoſt of hea- 
ven. 

S. How was Moſes ordered to 
proceed in this great ambaſlage ? 

T. His firſt direction was to aſ- 
ſemble the elders, or heads of the 
tribes and families of the ſraelites 
together, to open his deſign to 
them; and to engage them to ac- 
company him - immediately in his 
addreſs to Pharaoh, and to detnand 
of him a licence for the children of 
Iſrael to go three days journey at 
leaſt, into the wilderneſs, to ſacri- 
fice unto their God. 

S. Did Moſes demur any longer 
to accept of this commiſſion ? 

7. He objected that, notwith- 
ſtanding he himſelf believed there 
would be an accompliſhment of all 
theſe things; the people probably 
would queſtion the truth of what 
he ſhould ſay. 

S. What did the Lord then? 

7. To obviate this, God pro- 
miſes to enable him to work mi- 
racles in confirmation of the truth; 
and for a ſpecimen of this, he or- 
dered him to caſt down the rod, or 
ſhepherd's ſtaff, that was in his 


God's Appearance and Commiſſion to Moſes. 8 


hand, and it became a terrible 
ſerpent ; and when God order- 
ed him to take it up again by 
the tail, it reſumed its former ſhape. 
He was directed by God to put his 
hand into his boſom, and immedi- 
ately it became leprous. But when 
God commanded him to put it in 
a ſecond time, and pull it out, his 
hand became as clean as it was be- 
fore, or as his other fleſh, Theſe 
miracles were as the broad ſeal of 
heaven upon his credentials. He Was 
farther aſſured, that if his country= - 
men ſhould, notwithſtanding theſe 
ſigns, ſtill continue obſtinate in un- 
belief, he ſhould be impowered to 
turn the waters of the river into 
blood, by only pouring them on 
the ground before them; ſo that, 
by working theſe miracles before 
them, he might eſtabliſh in them a 
belief, that, being authoriſed by 
God, he only executed his com- 
mands. 

S. Did Moſes acquieſce on theſe 
aſſurances of ſupernatural power to 
be conferred upon him ? | 

T. No: he till endeavoured to 
excuſe himſelf by alledging his want 
of eloquence, and the natural im- 
pediment he had in his ſpeech: I 
am not eloquent, I am flow of 
ſpeech, and of a ſlow tongue. And, 
though God promiſed to ſupply this 
defect by his almighty power, and 
to give him all the faculties that 
were neceſſary for executing his 
commiſſion ; Moſes would ftill have 
been willingly excuſed, and deſired 
God would provide one more ca- 
pable of ſo important an office. 

S. How then was he prevailed 
on at the laſt to accept thereof? 
T. By God's threatening to pu- 

G niſh 
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niſh him, if he perſiſted in his re- 
fuſal; and his promiſe to join his 
brother Aaron, who was an excel- 
lent orator, in the commiſſion with 
him, and who was already ſet out 
from home, he acquainted him to 
meet him. | ; 
F. In what manner was this 
commiſſion to be divided? 
T. Moſes was ordeged to impart 
the whole affair unto Aaron; and 
to ſpeak unto him, and put ſuch 


*words into his mouth, as the Spirit - 


of the Lord ſhouid dictate; that 
he alone ſhould work miracles by 
the inſtrument of his ſhepherd's 
ſtaff, and reſerve the chief con- 
duct of all affairs to himſelf. Aaron 
was to be only inſtead of a mouth, 
or the ſpokeſman for Maſes. 
Where I would defire you to 
' obſerve, that there was no virtue 
in the rod or ſtaff of Meſes, nor in 
the hand of Hoſes; and that God's 
making the ſtaff or rod, the inſtru - 
ment to ſhew his power, was a 
mere accidental appointment; Mo- 
fes at that time of God's ſpeaking 
unto him, having the ſtaff of his 
employment in his hand. — And as 
this is the firſt mention of any ſuch 
thing, it is very probable, that the 


wands, which great miniſters, and 


the paſtoral ſtaff, which ancient bi- 
ſhops carried in their hands, in token 
of their power and office, were origi- 
nally. derived from this rod or ſtaff 
of Moſes. . 

S. As Moſes had been many 
years, and at a great diſtance from 
his father's houſe; and it may be, 
had not ſeen his brother, nor had 
any correſpondence with him for a 
long time, how did he know where 
to find him? | 


The HoLy B1BLe explained. 


7. God promiſed to bring him 
to Moſes ; and to inſpire him with 
a brotherly love for him, and a 
will to do whatever he ſhould 
put upon him, in this great de- 
ſign, Upon this Moſes re- 
turned to Midian, and having ob- 
tained leave of his father-in-law, 
Jethro, to go and viſit his bre- 
thren in Egypt, and being alſo in- 
formed by God, that all that ge- 
neration, who ſought his life, were 
dead, he took his wife and ſons, 
and departed for Egypt, almoſt for- 
ty years from that time he came in- 
to Midian, being near 80 years of 
age. 

85 What befel Moſes in the 
way? 

T. An angel appeared to him in 
the inn where he lodged, and 
threatened to kill him, becauſe he 
had neglected to circumciſe his 
younger fon, either by the perſua- 
ſion of his wife, or his own indul- 
gence 3 which when Zipporab 
perceived, ſhe, with a ſharp flint 
ſtone, immediately performed the 
operation; the child thereby was 
admitted into the pale of the church, 
and the angel thereupon diſappear- 
ed, and gave ſigns that God wa 
appeaſed. | 

S. Where did he meet Aaron? 

T. Aaron, being admoniſhed by 
a divine viſion, went into the wil 
derneſs, by the way in which Mose 
was journeying, and met his brother 
not far from the mount of Hare, 
where God had talked to Moſes be- 
fore. x 
S. Did they remember each 
other? | 

T. No doubt, but that the ſame 
God, which ordeted them = 


Moſes and Aaron execute God's Commiſſion. 


this ſervice, brought them to each 
other's remembrance. And after a 
brotherly ſalutation, and greeting 
on each fide, Moſes acquainted Aa- 
ron with the inſtructions he had re- 
ceived from God, and the ſigns 
which he had"impowered him to 
work on this important occaſion. 
S. Did Aaron believe Moſes! 
T. Yes: and at their arrival in 
Egypt, having called an aſſembly 
of the elders of the children of //- 
rael together, he opened the pur- 


port of God's commiſſion to Moſes, 
while Moſes, to confirm the truth of 


his divine miſſion, wrought thoſe 
ſeveral miracles, which, you have 
heard before, the Lord had ap- 
pointed, and impowered him to 
do. 

S. How did the elders receive 
this meſſage of their redemption? 

7. They believed Moſes to be a 
prophet ſent from God, and in a 
ſolemn manner returned thanks un- 
to the Lord, who had commiſerated 
their afflictions, and had ſent to de- 
liver them from their bondage, ac- 
cording to the word which the Lord 
had ſpoken unto Moſes, ſaying, 
They ſhall hearken unto thy voice, 

S. How did Pharaoh receive 
Moſes and Aaron? 

T. Pharaoh, having heard their 
petition to let the Iſraelites go three 
days journey into the wilderneſs, to 
worthip the Lord their God, re- 
jected it with ſcorn, and not own- 
ing any power ſuperior to himſelf, 
profanely queſtioned the exiſtence 
of their God; and, ſuſpecting they 
had deſigns of revolting from his 
ſervice, and had been laying ſchemes 
to get out of his dominions, poſi- 
tively refuſed to let them go. Then 
reprimanding Miſes and Aaron, as 


ſes? 
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interrupters of the daily taſks of the 
Hebrews, and diſturbers of the pub- 
lic peace, he impoſed more oppreſ- 
ſive burthens, with a moſt unrea- 
fonable ſeverity, and increaſed” their 
flavery, as the beſt means to keep 
them in ſubjection; God ordering 


this as a farther trial of their faith, 


and a means to fix their depend- 
ence more ſtrongly on himſelf. 

S. What did the Hebrews do in 
this caſe :? 12 775 

T. When they ſaw that the re- 
monſtrances of Moſes had doubled, 
inſtead of alleviating their diſtreſs ; 
and that Pharaoh, inſtead of re- 
drefling, mocked their calamity, 
and accuſed them of idleneſs ; they 
bitterly exclaimed againſt the two 
brothers, as the cauſe of the-increafe 
of their preſent ſorer affliction; 
and, as if they bad deſignediy con- 
certed theſe means to exaſperate 
the king, and give him a plauſible 
handle to deſtroy their whole peo- 


S. How did Mofes behave in 
theſe circumftances ? 

T. He was ſore troubled, and re- 
tiring in confuſion, and having al- 
moſt forgot the promiſe of the Lord, 
and the notices which he had before 
received of the perverſeneſs of ha- 
raoh, he expoſtulates the matter with 
God, for not fulfilling his commiſ- 
ſion, and for permitting Pharaoh to 
increaſe the afflictions of his people. 

S. Did God hearken unto Me- 


T. Yes: and gave him freſh aſ- 
ſurances, that now the time was 
come, wherein he would manifeſt 
his almighty power, and exert the 
full force of the name he had taken 
himfelf, in the deliverance of 


his people from the power of Pha- 
G 2 raocb, 
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raobh and the Egyptians; and that 
he would certainly deliver them 
from their captivity, with a mighty 
arm, and with wonderful tokens 
of his omnipotence. Then he com- 


gain to the children of ae}, and 
acquaint them, that Jehovab, or 
the ſelf-exiſtent God, who is able 
to perform whatever he ſays and 
promiſes, and whoſe excellency 
and ſtrength is not to be reſiſted by 
any power or human wiſdom, 
would deliver them, and bring them 
into the Land of Promiſe. _. 
Si. Did Moſes deliver this meſ- 
ſage to the [/raelites ? 


jected under their hard bondage, 
which had increaſed fince they had 
followed his former advice, that 
they gave no attention to what he 
ſaid which ſo far diſpirited Mo- 


manded him to go again to Pha- 
 rach, and demand the releaſe of 
his people, he endeavoured to de- 
cline the office, by alledging, that 
the incredulity of his own country- 
men, and his natural impediment of 
- ſpeech, (an objection he had before 
made) utterly diſqualified him for 
that ſervice. | 

S. What did the Lord do on this 
occaſion? 

T. He told him there was no 
neceſſity for him to ſpeak, ſeeing 
he had appointed Aaron to be his 
Interpreter and ſpokeſman; that he 
muſt not bediſcouraged at Pharaoh's 
obſtinacy and perverſeneſs; that he 
would. enable him to work ſuch 
miracies, as ſhould render him ter- 
rible to the Egyptians ; and that 
hen they came into Pharaoh's 


manded Moſes and Aaron to go a- 


T. Ves: but they were ſo de- 


ſes allo, that when the Lord com- 
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preſence, and he ſhould demand a 
proof of the truth of their miſſion, 
Aaron ſhould caſt his rod upon the 
ground, and it ſhould become a ſar- 
pen. 

S. Did Moſes and 
this and obey ? 

T. Yes: they went again to 
Pharaoh, and repcated the demand 
of his diſmiſſing the //rael:tes, and 
upon his requiring a ſpecial proof of 
their being ſent and employed by 
God, they confirmed their divine 
miſſion by ſeveral miracles : Aaron 
caſt down his rod, and it became a 
ſerpent; but Pharach remaining 
hardened, Moſes and Aaron were 
ordered by God to goout and meet 
Pharaoh in the morning at the banks 
of the Nile, and Aaron ſtruck the 
waters of the river with his rod, 
and they immediately were turned 
into blood; ſo that the fiſh were 
killed, and the waters, of the river 
ſtunk, that it could not be uſed. — 
He ſtill continuing obſtinate, all the 
waters of the land of Egypt were 
turned into blood for ſeven days.— 
When this had no effect to per- 
ſuade, Moſes commanded Aaron to 
ſtretch out his rod again over the 
waters, and the whole land of E- 
gypt was covered with frogs; upon 
this Pharaoh was forced to apply for 
relief to Moſes and Aaron, and pro- 
miſed to comply with their demand, 
provided they would intreat the Lord 
to clear him and his people from this 
plague of the frogs. They accord- 
ingly intreated the Lord, who hear- 
kened - unto their voice, and the 
plague was removed. But when 
Pharaoh ſaw he was delivered from 
the frogs, he again refuſed to let 
the {/raelites go. Wherefore God 

| enabled 


Aaron believe 


8 


The Miracles wrought by Moſes and Aaron. 


enabled Moſes and Aaron to turn 
the duſt of the earth into lice or 
gnats; ſo that both man and beaſt 
(warmed with them in all the quar- 
ters of Egypt. — And afterwards all 
manner of noiſome vermin were 
let looſe, by the command of God, 
to corrupt and devour the land of 
the Egyptians, —While this conti- 
nued, Pharaoh ſeemed to relent ; 
but being delivered from this plague 
alſo, he revoked his promiſe, and 
refuſed to let the children of //rae! 
go: therefore the Lord ſent a ve 
grievous murrain upon all the cattle 
of the Egyptians, with which none 
of the Hebrews were infected; — 
and boils that broke forth with 
blains upon every man,—and thun- 
der, and hail, and fire, that de- 
ſtroyed man and beaſt, and the 
fruits of the earth, and trees and 
herbs that were in the field, 
throughout the land of Egypt. — 
This terrible judgment brought 
Pharaoh to confeſs the power of 
the Lord, and that he was righte- 
ous, but he and his people wicked; 
and to promiſe again to let the /- 
raelites go, upon his being delivered 
from the preſent infliction, But 
the thunderings and hail were no 
ſooner over,.than he broke his pro- 
miſe, and both he and his ſervants 
became more hardened. The Lord 
then ſent the plague of locuſts, 
which eat up the reſidue of the fruit 
and herbs, that had eſcaped from 
the hail and lightning, and filled 
the houſes of Pharaoh and his ſer- 
vants, and of all the Egyptians — 
This was followed by a thick dark- 
neſs for three days, which covered 
all the land of Egypt; ſo that the 
Egyptians could not ſee one ano- 


ther, nor riſe out of their place, 
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while the land of Goſhen. (where 
the Iſraelites lived) was enlightened 
as uſual But Pharaoh did not con- 
ſent to the departure of the Iſras- 
lites into the wilderneſs to ſacrifice 
to the Lord their God, till the. 
Lord ſmote all the firſt-born in the 
land of Egypt; from the firſt-born 
of Pharaoh that ſat on his throne, 
unto the firſt-born of the captive 
that was in the dungeon ; and all 
the firſt-born of cattle. 

S. Did Pharaoh then let them 


ry go? 


T. Yes: both he andall his ſub- 
jets ſent the /ſraelites away in 
haſte ; for they ſaid, we be all dead 
men, if they are kept any longer. 
They were now ſo urgent to have 
the Iſraelites gone, that they forced 
them away, not ſuffering them to 
ſtay the baking their bread; but ob- 
liging them to take up their dough, 
raw as it was, along with them, 
and bake it as well as they could on 
the road, Thus, when Egypt was 
almoſt deſtroyed, and the inhabi- 
tants thereof, in every ſtation, had 
ſuffered ſo much for detaining the 
Iſraelites, they now, as God had 
foretold, thruſt them out ſuddenly, 
and drove them away in haſte. 

S. Did none of theſe plagues af- 
fe the habitations, cattle, or per- 
ſons of the Hebrews or Iſraelites ? 

T. No. The land of Gofhen, 
where they dwelt, was exempt; 
for the Lord put a difference be- 


tween the Egyptians and Iſrael. 


S. The many objections I have 
heard againſt this part of holy writ, 
will oblige me to review it ; and to 
beg your patience and inſtruction, 
as to ſome difficulties which I ſhall 
beg leave to mention. What am 
I to think of Pharaoh? 

G 3 T. He 


a» 


T. He was a hardened and ob- 
ſtinate ſinner; and wilfully reject- 
ed the counſel, and deſpiſcd the re- 
peated admonition? and the ſtill in- 
creaſing judgments of the Lord. 

S. How can that be, when the 
Lord ſaid unto Moſes, I will harden 
Pharaoh's heart? He then could 
not be ſaid to reſiſt the will of 
God. 

T. I know this has been generally 
the refuge of a libertine diſputant, 

who would rather arraign the juſ- 
tice of God, than depart from his 
own ,vices. And, tho' it might 
ſuſſice co anſwer, that when God 
is ſaid to harden the heart, it is on- 


ly.to be underſtood, that he denies 


to them, or.withdraws from them, 
that grace, which alone can make 
the hearts of men ſoſt, flexible, and 
pliable to the divine will: as the ſun 
bardens the clay, by drawing out of 
it that moiſture which made it ſoft; 
or, leaves them to thoſe tempta- 
tions of the world, or the devil, 
which meeting with a, corrupt 
heart, are apt to harden it; yet, 
without reſting altogether on theſe 
ſolutions, I will endeavour to reſcue 
the divine juſtice from any impu- 
tations, by a ſurvey of thoſe paſ- 
ages, where the heart of Pharaoh 
is ſaidato be hardened, | 

Where God is ſaid to tharden 
Pharaoh's heart, he means no more 
than that he, will ſo order matters, 
by removing the plague inflicted 
on him and his people, to ſoften, 
and perſuade him to let them go; 
chat he ſhall be hardened, till i 
come with my ſtrong hand, and ſlay 
is ſon, even his firſt- born: So that 
when Pharaoh is recorded to have 
bardened his own heart, it always 


appears to be, when God in fle 


* — 


and Fambres, or Ambraſius. 
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mercy had taken off his hand, or 


removed ſome plague from bim. 


Conſequently, if God hardened 


Pharaob's heart, it was not to 


make him ſin, but to bring him to 


puniſhment:; ſuffering him, for 
wiſe, juſt, and good ends, to be 
carried by the bent of his on paſ- 
ſions to that inflexible obſtinacy, 
which proved his ruin. Conſider 
the whole hiſtory of this wicked 
prince, and you will find his ruin 
altogether owing to himſelf. In 


his fr anſwer to Moſes, he ets 


out with impiety not ſhort of a- 
theiſm. God ſent from time to 


time abundantly ſufficient means to 
convince and reclaim him. His 


contumacy and impenitence ſtill in- 
creaſed; and, though ſometimes 


. preſent ſufferings appeared to hum- 


ble him, yet how ſoon were all his 
reſolutions and ſorrows forgotten ? 
ſo that if any one can ever be ſaid 
to have hardened his own heart, he 
did. God's juſtice is then acquit- 
ted; and we may ſafely, as indeed 
we ought fairly, to underſtand the 
ſcriptures 4n ſuch a manner, as 1s 
conſiſtent with our natural notions 
of his moral perfections. 

S. Were all thoſe wonders done 
in the ſight of the Egyptians, by 
Moſes and Aaron, Nr e by the 
divine power? 

7. Ves. 

S. How then did the magicians 


turn rods into ſerpents, water into 


blood, and bring frogs Wen the 


land of Egypt? 


T. Theſe magicians are be St. 
Paul called James, or | Foannes ; 
And 

magic, among the ancients, has 
been generally divided into-natural, 
artificial, and diabolical. Natural 


magic 


Objectians to theſe Miracles anſwered. 


magic is natural philoſophy highly 
improved, ſo as to produce many 
wonderful effects, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment- of the illiterate. Artificial ma- 
gic is no more than legerdemain, 
ſleight of hand, or mere deceptions 
and impaſtures. Diabolical magic 
is a power received from the devil, 
to do many ftrange and aſtoniſhing 
things which cannot be accounted 
for by any natural cauſes, or effected 
by any human ſkill, It was thus 
that wizards, ſorcerers, diviners, 
enchanters, Chaldeant, and ſuch as 
had familiar ſpirits; and, no doubt 
that theſe Egyptian magicians allo, 
performed their exploits to obſtruct, 
as far as they could, the honour and 
ſervice of the true God, and to-pro- 
mote idolatry, and the worſhip of 
the devil. Now, 

The devil may aſſiſt ſuch perſons 
as pretend to work miracles. Firſt, 
either by raiſing falſe images and ap- 
pearances of things. Or, ſecondly, 
by making uſe of the Jaw of nature, 
in producing effects, which are not 
above the natural power of things, 
though they exceed all that man can 
either know or do. Thirdly, It is 
the opinion of ſeveral learned men, 
and what they think may be evin- 
ced from ſeveral paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, that God ſometimes permits 
wicked ſpirits to work real miracles. 
So that, did I admit their miracles 
to be real, it would by no means im- 
peach God's power in his works by 
Moſes and Aaron, nor be contradic- 
tory in the nature of things: becauſe 
even on this ſuppolition, it is very 
clear from the hiſtory, that there 
was a viſible, an acknowledged ſu- 
periority in the miracles, which theſe 
ſervants of God worked by his di- 


rection and aſſiſtance, above all that 
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were ſet in competition with them. 
But I am inclined to believe, that 
all their attempts to imitate the rod 
turned into a ſerpent, the water into 
blood, and the creation of a multi- 
tude of frogs, were purely legerde- 
main tricks; or, rather, mere dia- 
bolical illuſions: Becauſe no art, 
nor ſtudy of occult ſciences, can en» 
able us to change a rod really into a 
ſerpent; and they could neither fol- 
low the mellengers of the Lord in 
their more aſtoniſhing works, nor 
indeed complete thoſe they pretend- 
cd to imitate: for MAaſes and Aaron 
converted the ſerpent, and the blood, 
into a rod and water again; and 
delivered the Egyptians from the 
plague of the frogs : whereas the ma- 
giclans, if they had any power at 
all, it was permitted only to be a 
greater ſcourge to their obſtinate 
and hardened countrymen. 

If God permitted theſe magicians 
to proceed ſo far, it was not only to 
try the Egyptians, but to convince 
them, that they were miſtaken j in 
their opinion, that miracles, prodi- 
gies, and omens were.cauſed by the 
planetary .and elementary influen- 
ces; or that ſtudents deeply verſed 
in the myſteries of nature, could ef- 
fe& them by art and incantation. 
For, as Pharaob had pitched upan 
ome and Zambres, as the moſt 


learned in magic, to ſet themſelves 


in oppoſition io Maſes and Aaron, 
and they were not able to do the 
things that were done by the power 
of God, but agknowledged their in- 
ability to proceed in a conflict, where 
their advetſary was apparently aſſiſt- 
ed by a divine power: Ihis at once 


eſtabliſhed the truth of Maſes and 
Aaron's commiſſion, convinced the 


Jaws > God, Was able to deliver 
them, 


% 
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them, and confounded the vain de- 
pendence, and falſe notions of the 
Egyptians. | 
S. ] ſhould be glad to know what 
particular views there were in each 
of theſe judgments, plagues, and 
miracles wrought by Moſes ? 
T. The changing the rod into a 
ſerpent, may be underſtood to have 
carried with it a ſevere threatening, 
that if Pharaob would not obey the 
command of God, he and his peo- 
ple ſhould be ſcourged, as with ſcor- 
ions. And when this proved in- 
effectual to perſuade Pharaoh to let 
the 1/razlites go, God commanded 
the river Nile, the only river in 
Egypt, (wherein ſo many Hebrew 
children had been drowned by Pha- 
raob's order, and was worſhipped by 
ſome inſtead of God) to be turned 


were not only thus reduced to drin 
blood; but, as all Egypt depended 
upon this river for its product and 
fruitfulneſs, they were admoniſhed, 
that God could ſmite all they poſ- 
ſeſled, if they would not obey bis 
command ; and this calamity may 
be farther conſidered, as a ſad omen 
of the ruin of Pharaoh, and all his 
forces in the Red- Sea. 

S. Under what name did the E- 
gyptians wor fnip the river Nile ? 
T. Under the names of Ofrr:s, 
Orus, and Jupiter; and they inſti- 
tuted the moſt folemn feafts in its 
honour. Upon one of theſe feaſts 
it is probable Moſes was ſent to meet 
Pharaoh at his devotions, and turn 
the river into blood. 

S. What particular view and de- 
ſign does there appear in the other 
plagues ? 

T. You hear that God firſt be- 
gan to puniſh them by corrupting 


their drink, and their food ; for, by 
killing the fiſh, he deprived them of 
the greateſt part of their ſuſtenance, 
whoſe conſtant food was the fruits 
of the earth, and the fiſh in the 
waters. As they were a very cleanly, 
neat people, he ſent frogs to dirty 
and infeſt their houſes, and ſpoil 
their ovens and kneading troughs: 
Lice and flies to ſting and ulcerate 
their ſkins—The fifth plague of the 
murrain was to cut off their cattle, 
As they were a delicate and voluptu- 
ous people, God plagued them with 
aching boils, nauſeous ulcers, and 
a burning itch, Deut. xxviii. 27.— 
When they regarded not theſe judg- 
ments, the Lord purſues them into 
the fields, and deſtroys the increaſe 
of their trees, fruits, flocks and herbs 


with thunder, hail and fire, Exod. 
Into blood: by which means, uy | 


ix. 23. And here it may be obſery- 
ed, hat the God of 1/rael executed 
his vengeance, and proved himſelf 
to be the God of nature, by mani- 
feſting his power over the three ele- 
ments at once, air, water, and fire. 
— But the ruin of their crops was 
compleated by the Jocuſts, an animal 
ſo fierce and formidable, that a ſingle 
one, as Ariftotle and Pliny report, 
would take a ſerpent by the jaws, 
and bite it to death, Theſe crea- 
tures fly in the air compact together, 
like a vaſt cloud, of 15 or 18 miles 
in length, and 10 or 12 in breadth; 
and wherever they light, they*de- 
vour all the corn in leſs than two 
hours time, which frequently occa- 


ſions a famine, —As God by the firſt 


miracle indicated what he would do, 


if Pharaoh would not let Iſrael go. 


o now perceiving the hardneſs 


of their hearts, he, by a three days 


darkneſs, repreſents to the Egyptians 


his reſolution” to cut them m by 


thy 
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The Inſtitution of the Paſſover, and Iſrael's Deliverance, 89 


death, if they did not obey his com- 
mands. And accordingly, when he 
ſaw their obſtinacy continue, he be- 
gan with the firſt-born, or if there 
was no firſt-born, the principal per- 
ſon in every family, who all in one 
night were deſtroyed. | 
$, In what ſpace of time were all 
tneſe judgments executed : h 

T. Within the ſpace of one 
month. 

S. Is there any account of theſe 
plagues in prophane authors ? 

T. Yes: in the fragments of 
Eupolemus and Artapanus. 

S. What did the /ſraelites do on 
this occaſion ? - 

T. Moſes had acquainted them 
that the Lord would certainly deli- 
ver them; and that Pharaoh would 
let them depart, after God's inflict- 
ing death on the firſt-born of the 
Egyptians, and therefore directed 
them to borrow jewels of gold and 
ſilver from the Egyptians. And, hav- 
ing found favour in their preſent 
circumſtances, they, as Moſes com- 
manded them, prepared for a ſudden 
march; and were ſolemnizing the 
Paſſover, at the very time that the 
angel of the Lord flew the firſt-born 
in every houſe. 

S. What do you mean by the 
Paſſover ? 

T. Itis a feaſt appointed by God, 
in remembrance of the Iſraelites 
depatture out of Egypt: Becauſe 
the night before they leſt it, the de- 
ſtroying angel, ſlew flew the firſt- 
born of the Egyptians, PASSED 
OVER. the houſes of the Iſruelites, 
without doing them any harm; 
they having marked, according to 
God's directions, the lintel, and two 


fide poſts of their doors with the 


blood of a lamb, which they were 
3 


ordered to kill the evening before. 
—ÞBy this inſtitution it was — 
ed, that every family of Hrael, or, 
if the family was two ſmall, that 
two neighbouring families joining 
together, ſhould, on the tenth day 
of the month Niſan, or March, take 
a lamb or kid, and ſhut it up until 
the fourteenth day, and then kill it : 
that the lamb ſhould be a male un- 
der a year old, and without blemiſh: 
that they were not to break a bone 
of it, nor eat it raw, nor ſodden, 
but roaſted, and with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs: that if they 
could not eat it all up, what re- 


mained ſhould be burnt: and, fi- 


nally, that the poſture, in which 
they were to eat it, was to be that 
of men in a great haſte, with their 
cloaths on, and their ſtaff in their 
hands, like thoſe that are ready to 
go a journey. Aſterwards, Moſes, 
by God's command, ordered this 
feaſt to be kept ſeven days, the firſt 
and laſt of which ſhould be obſerv- 
ed with great ſolemnity, as ſacred; 
and during this whole week, they 
ſhould neither eat, nor have any o- 
ther than leavened bread. 

S. Did the children of Iſrael car- 
ry off the jewels they borrowed of 
the Egyptians ? 

T. Yes: and I know this action 
has been treated by libertines and 
free-thinkers in a very Judicrous 
and blaſphemous manner. Whereas 
if we examine the caſe with due 
candour, there would be little reaſon * 
to object. The original word, here 
tranſlated borrowed, properly figni- 
fies to aſk, without any promiſe of 
making a return of what was on 
ſuch aſking voluntarily granted : fo 


that nothing of fraud or violence is 


included ig this notion. And as we 
| may 
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may ſuppoſe that, in their preſent 
terror, the Egyptians were willing 
to comply with the requeſt.of the 
Ifraelites, convinced at laſt how very 
unjuſtly and ſeverely they had uſed 
them ; and how much their ſafety 
depended upon diſmiſſing them ho- 
nourably; ſurely, what was thus 
freely given, the Iſraelites had a 
right-to keep for their own uſe. 

And as to God's direction in this 
affair, this ought certainly to ſatisfy 
the moſt ſcrupulous mind, and to 
put an end to all doubt about the 
lawfulneſs of the action, even tho 
there were ſome ſeeming irregula- 
rity in it. Nor can we have the 
deaſt reaſon to queſtion the account 
the ſcripture gives us, that he actu- 
ally directed them to do ſo; and 
farther, inclined the minds of the 
Zgyptians to ſhew them favour on 


this occaſion ; and to make them 


this juſt and neceſſary amends, for 
the very long and hard ſervices they 
had received from them. 
- . 8, What light have we concern- 
ing theſe tranſactions from other 
hiſtorians ;; A | 

T. The Orphicverſes, called dye, 
or born of water, where mention is 
made of Moſas's being taken out of 
the river Nile. The fable of Venus 
and Adonis, is by ſome interpreted 
of Pharaob's daughter in love with 
Aoſes, whoſe beauty and graceful- 
ſay Juſtin and Trogus Pom. 
peius, recommended him to every 
one's affection. Antipanus, with a 
little variation, records the wonder 
of the burning buſh. The mourn- 
ful feaſt of Ofris, which began at 
midnight, with lighted candles, 
weeping and groaning, commemo- 

rated the ſlaughter of the firſt · born. 
P ADs 1, 2by 
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rified by the barbarity 


Moſes calling the God of heaven 
Jas or Fehovah is mentioned by 
Diodorus Siculus. The oppoſition of 
James and Fambres is preſerved by 
Eumenius, Pliny, and Apuleius, But, 
to mention only one more of theſe 
heathen authors, Tacitus has tran- 
ſcribed from ſome Egyptian writers 
this extraordinary paſſage: The 


Hebrews were deſcended from the 


Aſſyrians, and poſſeſſing a great part 
of Egypt, led the life of ſhepherds; 
but afterwards,, being burthened 
with hard labour, they came aut of 
Egypt, under the command of Ms. 
es, with ſome Egyptians accom- 
panying him; and went through the 
country of the Arabiant, into Paliſ- 
tine Syria, and there ſet up rites con- 
trary to thoſe of the Egyptian. 
S. What happened in other na- 
tions during this period? 
7. Some of the moſt remarkable 
occutrences were the flight of Ce- 
crops, Cadmus, Danaus, and Belus, 
from out of Zgypt 3 who, being ter- 
of Salatis and 
this followers, fought their fortunes 
in ſtrange countries. Cecropo, after 


ſeveral years travel, ſettled at Attica 


in Greece, married the daughter of | 


Actæus, king of that country; and, 


ſucceeding to his throne, taught that 
vagrant people the uſe of ſettled ha- 
bitations; obliged each man to 
marry one Wife, and left them. other 
rules for · the better conduct of their 


lives, and the exerciſe of all civil and 


religious offices. Cadmus, who was 
the ſon of an Egyptian, that left 
Egypt about the ſame time, creed 
a kingdom: in Phœnicia, left his el- 
der brother Phenix in poſſeſſion of 
their fatber's throne ; and, with ſe- 
veral people, that followed his for- 
| tune, 
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tune, travelled alſo into Greece, 
built the city of Thebes, and found- 
ed the kingdom of Beatia.—Danaus 
removed to Argos; and, upon the 
next vacancy of the throne, was 
choſen the king of that ſtate, by the 
common voice of the people. Be- 
lus, accompanied by ſome Egyptian 
prieſts, retired to Babylon, where 
they were permitted to cultivate 
their ſtudies, and found the ſame 
encouragement, as they had enjoyed 
in Egypt. And this is the man that 
is ſuppoſed to be the architect of that 
loſty tower, which was afterwards 
called by his name. About this time 
alſo the ſeveral kingdoms of the 
Argiuet, Cretans, Phrygians, Ethi- 
opians, Midianites, Canaanites, Idu- 
means and Nabathæans, were either 
founded, or did flouriſh. And 

Therflood of Deucalion, the con- 
flagration of Phaeton, the rape of 
Proſerpine, the myſteries of Ceres, 
the ftory of Europa, the birth of 
Apollo, and the other fables of Bac- 
chus, Minos, Perſeus, M ſoulapius, 
Mercury and Hercules, are reckon- 
ed within this period, 

S. What was the ſtate of learn; 
ing among the Egyptian at this 


time? 


T. The neceſſity of knowing the 


times and ſeaſons for the ſeveral 
parts of agriculture, led them to the 
ſtudy of aſtronomy, to obſerve the 
places of the ſtars, and the periodi- 
cal motions of the planets. Nor 
could they keep regiſters of their 
obſervations, nor take an account 
of the weather and ſeaſons that de- 
pended upon them, without a ſuffi- 
cient notion of arithmetic; More- 
over, the ebbing and flowing; of the 
Nil: yearly, and the frequent loſſes 


of their land-marks by that means, 
made it neceſſary for them to ſtudy 
ſo much geometry, as to be able to 
aſcertain and mark out, and deſcribe 
the ſeveral parts of their on coun- 
try, and to make draughts of the 
How and ebb of that river. Though 
we may imagine that neither aſtro- 
nomy nor geometry were yet arri- 
ved at any conſiderable perſection. 
As to their knowledge in phyſic, 
it cannot be queſtioned, as the name 
of Aſculapius was given to Sethor- 
thus, a king of Memphis," for his 
great ſkill in that art. And no 
doubt but this ſcience was attended 
with a competent knowledge in a- 
natomy. But the chief and favou- 
rite ſcience among them ſeems to 
have been magic; or the art to fore- 


ſee future events, which by a long 


obſervation of the motion of the ce- 
leſtial bodies, they pretended to have 
attained, and Was tounded on a ſu- 
perſtitious belief of the influences 
which heavenly bodies ere ſuppo- 


ſed to have upon this inferior world. 


And when, in later ages, the E- 
tians began to worſhip the manes 
of their departed pr incas and heraes, 
they made them the. objects of their 
incantations and prayers, ſuppoſing 


that ſpirits or dæmons were employ- 
ed as the inſtruments of God in the 
government of the World. 


The curious remains of their py- 
ramids, and other hulldings, Sc. 
are ſufficient proofs-of their-extra- 
ordinary kill in architecture, -paint- 
ing, ſculpture, and mechanics of 


all kinds. And though many: fables 
are told of their ſkill in chemiſtry ; 


yet that they wore not without ſome 
knowledge of this art ſeems plain, 
from their being able to preſerve bo- 
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92 
dies of dead men for ſo many gene- 
rations, of which the mummies are 
laſting monuments. | 
Their language was an original 
one, one of thoſe formed at the con- 
fuſion of Babel : And their moſt an- 
tient, way of writing was by hiero- 
kink figures, repreſenting vari- 
ous animals and plants; the ſeveral 
parts of the human body, and me- 
chanical inſtruments. Thus, they 


repreſented a ſiege, by a ſcaling lad- 


der: a ſhip and pilot were put for 
the governor of the world: a ſer- 
pent in a circle denoted the univerſe, 
and its variegated ſpots ſignified the 
ſtars. They alſo made uſe of lite- 
ral characters; which were of two 


kinds, calling the one ſacred letters, 


in which their public regiſters, and 
all matters of an higher nature, were 
written; and the other the vulgar, 


which ſerved in common buſineſs. 


S. What was the ſtate of their 


religion? 


T. Groſs idolatry and polytheiſm. 


They worſhipped the heavenly lu- 


minaries, and in particular the ſun 


and the moon, under the names of 
Oris and Jſis. After theſe they ad- 
mitted the four elements and other 


parts of nature, into the number of 


their deities, ſuch as Vulcan, mean- 


ing thereby fire; Ceres, the earth; 


Oceanus, the water; and Minerva, 


the air. Beſides the celeſtial, they 
degenerated alſo into the worſhip of 
terreſtrial Gods, and canonized and 


invoked ſuch of their deceaſed prin- 


ces as had deſerved well of the pub- 


lie: and at laſt they gave divine ho- 


nours to ſeveral animals. This 
ſtrange worſhip of brutes may be 


. ſuppoſed to have been introduced by 


« 
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their uſe of hieroglyphical figures on 
their ſymbolical writings. But no- 
thing was ſo remarkable in their re- 
ligion, as the prepoſterous worſhip || 
paid to the cat, the dog, the Ibis 
the wolf, the crocodile, and ſever] 
other creatures, which they had in 
high veneration, not when 
were alive only, but even after they | 
were dead. Whilſt they were living, 
they had lands ſet a-part for their 
maintenance; and the men and | 
women, who were employed in | 
feeding and attending them, gloried | 
in this office, as their higheſt ho- 
nour; and were ſaluted by bending 
the knee, and other tokens of the 
greateſt reſpet. — The bull, the 
goat, the lion, &c. were kept in 
ſacred incloſures, and attended by 
men of the higheſt rank; who, at 
a great expence, fed them with the 
greateſt dainties, waſhed them in | 
hot baths, anointed them with moſt 
precious ointments, perfumed them 
with the moſt odoriferous ſcents, 


and laid them on the richeſt carpets, 


and other coſtly furniture. — They 
that killed any of their animal dei- | 
ties were put to death without mer- 
cy : and when any of them died, 
the Egyptians mourned for them, | 
if they had been their deareſt chil- 
dren ; and frequently impoveriſhed 
their families, to expreſs their zeal 
in a pompous funeral. When a cat 
died in any houſe, the whole family 
ſhaved their eye-brows; if a dog, 
their whole body was ſhaved. They 
wrapped the dead animal in linen ; 
and, after embalming it with oil of 
cedar, and other aromatic prepara 
tions, they buried it in a facred 
coffin with great ſolemnity. 


Oppoſition of Iſrael. 


Iſraelites. 
§. Wu ERE did Moſes ga- 


ho- ther the Iſraelites together 
ling before they left Egyy⁵j? 

the T. At Rameſes, the chief city of 
the Goſhen. | 


T. On the fifteenth day of the firſt 
month in the eccleſiaſtical year ; 
430 years after the promiſe had been 


1 in given to Abraham, and his depar- 
noſt ture out of Ur; during all which 
hem time, they and their fathers had been 
nts, ſtrangers, and ſojourners, without 
any ſettled abode in a country, 
"hey which they could call their own, 
dei- S. How many were there in 
ner- number ? 
lied, T. About fix hundred thouſand 
n,» men and women, beſides children 
chil and ſtrangers. A mixt multitude 


out of ſeveral nations, ſeeing the 
zeil wonders wrought for their deliver- 
acat Hance, accompanied them in their 
mily departure. 


S. Does not this increaſe of the 
Jſraelites exceed the truth? 


gen; T. No: for without any recourſe 
Jil of to prodigy, or incredible births; we 
para” ¶ need only ſuppoſe, that theſe Iſrae- 


lites were very fruitful, and inter- 
married with each other early in 
their youth, and it will eaſily appear 
how ſeventy males in the compaſs 
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CHAP. 


Of the Number and Travels of the Iſraelites, that marched out of 
Egypt, under the Condu#t of Moſes, to Mount Horeb. Of the 
Loſs of Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red-Sea. Of the 
and Manna ſent from Heaven, Of the Amalekites, and their 
Of the Council eſtabliſhed under Moſes. 
Of the Giving of the Law on Mount Horeb or Sinai. Of the 
Ceremonial Law, and the making of the Tabernacle, the Ark, 
Mercy-Seat, &c. Of the Molten-Calf, and Idolatry of the 


IX. 


Quails 


of 215 years, might have multiplied 
in their offspring to this number, 
even by the birth of only one child 
every year; for, according to Sima 
ler's computation, ſeventy perſons, 
if they beget a child every year, will, 
in the ſpace of 30 years, have above 
2000 children; and, admit only one 
third part of thoſe 2000 to enter in- 
to the nuptial ſtate, they, in thirty 
years more, will amount to 9900 z 
the third part of gooo, in thirty 
years more, may beget 45, ooo; ſo 
that, by a moderate computation, 
in 210 years, the whole amount 
will be at leaſt 2, 760, ooo. So that 
it is ſo far from being neceſlary to 
ſuppoſe ſome extraordinary means 
in the Iſraelites increaſe from 70 to 
600,000, and upwards, in the 
ſpace of 215 years, that, in the or- 
dinary courſe of nature, they might 
have been at leaſt three times more 
at the time of their departure out 
of Egypt. | 
S. What did Mefes carry with 
him beſides ? | 
T. He took with him the bones 
of Joſeph, according to the oath 
which the ſons of frac! had ſworn | 
to him, when he lay on his death-bed. 
S. What rout did Moſes take 
with the children of J/rael? ä 
T. They 
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T. They journeyed firſt to Suc- 
coth, ſo called from the booths or 
tents of the Iſraelites, a place about 
twelve miles from Rameſes; and 
from thence, by God's ſpecial di- 
rection, they left the neareſt road 
to Canaan, which was through the 
country of the Philiſtines, and pro- 
ceeded along the coaſts of the Red- 
ſea,” and came to Etham, on the 
confines of Egypt and Arabia Pe- 
trea. From thence they turned, 
and travelled to Pi- Habiroth, or the 
narrow paſs between the moun- 


tains on the weſtern coaſt, between 


Migdol, or Magaol, and the Red- 

„ over- againſt Baal-Zephon ; 
(which Magaol, was probably a 
tower or caſtle upon one of thoſe 
mountains, and might give deno- 
mination to the city which lay near 
it, and where thoſe Jaws dwelt 
who took Jeremiah along with 


them into Egypt; and Baal. Zephon, 


a town on the northern point of the 
Ned. ſea, according to ſome learned 
men, dedicated to the idol ſet up on 
the borders of the country, to pre- 
vent ſlaves making their eſcape.) 
Here, however, the Iſraelites did 
afterwards paſs over, to ſhew how 
unable any idol was to prevent their 
paſſing out of Egypt. 

S. What happened in the way 
to Pi-hahirath ? 

T. God appeared to Moſes at 
Succoth, and commanded him to 
conſecrate the firſt- born, - of both 
men and: beaſts, to him; but not 
the females of either ; in remem- 
brance of God's having ſpared their 
firſt-born, when he deftroyed the 
Egyptians: however, the firſt born 
were ſubject to redemption. Thus 
the firft-born of man was to be re- 
deemed at the price of five ſhekels 


of the ſanctuary, or 12s, 64 
which was given to the prieſts, Az 
to animals, it related only to the 
clean; for the unclean were either 
to be redeemed by a clean beaſt, a 
an aſs or a lamb, or elſe they were 


to be killed. 


At their departure from Succoth, 
God, purpoſing to ſnew his power 
ſtill further in their deliverance, 
ſent a pillar, (or a wonderful ap- 
pearance of a cloud, in the form of 
a pillar,) which was both to guide 
and ſhade them from the ſcorchin 


heat by day; and a pillar of fire, 
or a bright cloud of the ſame form, | 


to guide, and illuminate their camy 
by night; ſo that which way fo- 
ever theſe divine appearances moy- 


ed, Moſes conducted the Iſraelitu 


accordingly. 


S. How is this cloud or pillar of i 


fire proved to be miraculous ? 


T. From the ſeveral paſlages of g 


ſcripture, wherein this pillar is 
mentioned, we are affured, that it 


in no wiſe appeared like a material i 

fire; that there was a perſon of di- 
vine character and perfections re- 
ſiding always therein, inveſted with 
a power to demand homage and o- 
bedience, and to puniſh and pardon 
offences. From this cloud God | 

ſent forth the expreſſes of his wrath, 


as well as the tokens of his love, 
among: the whole' congregation: 


and if to this we add, that this fire 


could appear- either exceeding 
bright, or exceeding dark, accord- 
ing as it was neceſſary for their 
conduct, and the great captain of 
the Ifraelites ſignified his pleaſure, 
it may not improperly be called the 
vehicleof the Deity, as well as the 
emblem of his majeſtic appear- 


ance. It is an incongruity in 3 


ture 
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ture for the ſame fire to appear 
dark to one, and light to another 
at the ſame time. Neither can the 
extraordinary and ſalutary effects 


of it be reconciled to the properties 


of a material fire: how ſhould it 
defend them from their enemies, 
that they might not aſſault them; 
cover them from the heat of the 
ſcorching ſun in an open defart ; 
convey the knowledge of the dis. 
vine will; and ferve as a Randing 
oracle, whereunto they might up- 
on all occaſions reſort? Therefore 
this could not be a material fire, 
but a miraculous pillar. | 

S. How did Pharaoh behave, 
when he found the children of I/ 
rael had not returned, but heard 
that they were ſhut up in the nar- 
row paſſes of the wilderneſs near 
the Red · Sea. 

T. He was no ſooner informed of 
this, but he, with all the ſtrength 
of his kingdom, in chariots, and 
on horſes, ſo far as they could be 
collected together on a ſudden, pur- 
ſued them, deſigning to reſcue and 
bring the /razlites back to their 
ſlavery again; or to revenge, by 
their deſtruction, the loſſes he and 
his ſubjects had ſuſtained and ſuffer- 
ed by them. 

S. How did the children of Hrael 
behave on this occaſion ? 

T. As ſoon as Pharaoh and his 
hoſt appeared, the Iſraelitet per- 
ceiving themſelves to be hemmed 
in on every ſide, by the ſea in their 
front, the mountains on their 
flank, and the Egyptian army in 
their rear, they began to murmur, 
and diſtruſting the power and 
providence of God, notwithſtand- 
ing he had done ſo great things 
already for them, clamoured a- 
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gainſt Moſes and Aaron, and, with 
bitter reproaches, aſked them, whe- 
ther there were not graves enough 
in Egypt, that they muſt bring 
them into the wilderneſs to be ſa- 
crificed, and expoſed to more cruel 
deaths, 

Moſes, no doubt, ſaw that there 
was no viſible way in nature for his 
people to eſcape ; but the very diffi- 
culty of the caſe ſerved to confirm 
his faith and hope; and he was 
fully perſuaded, that the fame al- 
mighty power, which had enabled 
him to do ſo many and great won- 
ders, would not forſake his people, 
but would find them a way to e- 
ſcape out of this diſtreſs alſo. — In 
this confidence, he exhorts the I, 
raelites to be of courage, to 
put their truſt in the Lord, and 
with faith, to wait his divine will 
and help ; for that he would ſhew 
them his ſalvation, and would 
fight for them and deliver them. 
Then having laid their caſe before 
God in earneſt and ſupplicating 
prayer; and having received a 
command from him to march the 
people forward, with a promiſe, 
that, upon his ſtriking the ſea with 
his rod, it ſhould divide, fo as to 
let the children of Fae! march 
through the midſt of it on dry 
ground ; and that it ſhould cloſe 
again, and drown Pharaoh and his 
hoſt ; in full confidence of this ex- 
traordinary protection, he obeyed 
the divine orders, 

S. Did the //raelites believe God, 
and obey Moſes in this? 

T. Yes: and Moſes having or- 
dered them to march in the night, 
they advanced towards the ſea- ſide; 


God at the fame time covering 


their march from the enemy, by 
removing 
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removing the miraculous cloud or 
pillar, which attended them, from 
the front to the rear of the yaelites 
camp; ſo that its dark ſide being 
oppoſed to the camp of the Egp- 
tians, it was a cloud and darkneſs 
tothem, and they were not able to 
ſee what was doing before them, ſo 
that the one came not near the 
other all night; while its light ſide 


being turned to the 1/raelites, it Je 


gave them ſufficient light to pro- 


ceed forward. 


S. How was their total deliver- 
ance at length effected, and what 
further meaſures did God take for 
it? 

T. The ſea, as God had pro- 
miſed, obeyed the command of 
Mafes ; for he no ſooner had waved 
his rod over it, than a ſtrong eaſt 
wind blew, which divided the wa- 
ters, ſo as they ſtood ſuſpended like 
a wall on each hand, and left a dry 
and ſafe paſſage, until the /ſraelites 
gained the other ſhore. 

S. What became of Pharaoh and 


his hoſt? 


T. The Egyptians judicially blind 
with revenge and fury, as ſoon as 
they found the Iſraelites decamped, 
purſued the ſame rout, and attempt- 
ing the ſame paſſage, entered after 
them into the midſt of the ſea. 

S. Did they overtake the Iſrae- 
bites ? 

T. No: for they were no ſooner 
incloſed in the ſea, but the Lord 
troubled their hoſt, took off their 
chariot wheels, and ſent down from 
above fierce winds and tempeſts, 
ſtorms of hail and rain, terrible 
thunders and lightnings, and what- 
everelſe would make the condition 
of the Egyptians horrible; and at 


laſt, when they in vain ſought to 
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turn back from their purſuit, God 
commanded Moſes to ſtretch forth 
his hand over the ſea, and imme. 


diately the divided ſea unites ; and 


the roaring waves, breaking forth 
from their inviſible chain, ſwal- 
lowed up the Egyptians, making 
them a laſting monument of God's 
juſtice and vengeance, 

7 Why is this called the Red. 
a 

T. This ſea, called by the an- 
cients Sinus Arabicus, and now 
Gulfo de Mecca, is that part or 
branch of the ſouthern ſea, which 
waſhes Egypt on the weſt, and 4. 
rabia Felix, and part of Arabia 
Petræa, on the Eaſt, and its north- 
ern bounds touch upon Idumea, or 
the coaſt of Edom; from whence, 
by a miſtake of the Greeks, it is 
called the Red ſea. Edom in the 
Hebrew tongue ſignifies red, and 
was the nick-name given Eſau for 
ſelling his birthright for a meſs of 
pottage; the country inhabited by 
his poſterity was called after his 
name, and ſo was the ſea that waſh- 
ed its coaſt: but the Greeks not un- 
derſtanding the reaſon of the appel- 
lation, tranſlated it ih Janzoon, 
which has been blindly followed by 
the Latins, who called it mare ru- 
brum, and we the Red-ſea. 80 
that it ſhould properly have been 
called the Sea of Edom, But the 


Hebrews call it the ſea of Suph, or 


flags; abundance of which weeds 
grow at the bottom of it. And 
the Arabs at this time call it the ſea 
of Clyſona, from a town on the 
weſtern coaſt, ſyppoſed to have 
been at the place where the //rae- 
lites paſſed over; and as the name 
is thought to ſignify overflowing 
with water, it is probable it might 
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be ſo called, in memory of the fate receive their appellations from ſome 


ofthe Egyptians, who weredrown- 
ed therein, 
S. How did the Iraelites behave 
on this overthrow of the Egyptians? 
7. They beheld with wonder 
and amazement their own deliver- 
ance, and the miraculous deſtruc- 
tion of all the Egyptian hoſt j and 
began to fear, and believe in the 
Lord, and in the words ſpoken by 
his ſervant Moſes ; and joined with 
Moſes and Aaron, and their ſiſter 
Miriam, in celebrating with a tri- 
umphant ſong this joyful deliver- 
ance, and with all thankful ac- 
knowledgments of God's goodneſs. 
S. How long did Moſes continue 
here? | 
T. As ſoon as they had ſolemnized 
this bleſſing of the Lord with ſongs, 
mirth, and dances, Moſes led the 1/- 
raelites into the wilderneſs of Shuy. 
S. What is the meaning of a 
wilderneſs or deſart here, and in 
other parts of ſcripture ? | 
T. Here, and in moſt other 
parts of ſcripture, a wilderneſs or 
deſart, were not places altogether 
uninhabited as the word is now 
generally underſtood, and applied 
by us: but as with us the coun- 
try is in reſpect to cities or princi- 
pal towns, ſo were the deſarts of 
old, places more open and com- 
mon, containing hills and 'woods, 
and ſome towns, with good paſture. 
From which towns thoſe deſarts or 
wilderneſſes took their proper name. 
As may be properly exemplified, by 
the like diſtinction now continued 
in the name of FEpping- foreſt ; 
which though enriched with many 
large villages, and fruitſul mea- 
dows, Cc. retains the name of a 


foreſt; and the ſeveral parts of it 


adjacent towns. 

S. Did the Iſraelites continue in 
the fear of God, and in obedience 
to Moſes ? | 

T. No: for they had ſcarce tra- 
velled three days in this wilderneſs, 
before their exceſſive thirſt and 
want of water put them out of all 
patience, and at length meeting 
only with water at Marab, it prov- 
ed ſo bitter they could not drink it, 
and were like to mutiny, till by 
God's direction, Moſes made uſe of 
the wood of a certain tree, which, 
as ſoon as it was thrown into the 
water, made it ſweet, not through 
any inherent virtue in the wood, 
but altogether from the appoint- 
ment of heaven, 

S. Where do we hear of them next? 

T. At Elim, a tegion, which, 
at a diſtance, appeared pleaſant and 
fruitful ; here they found twelve 
wells of water, and ſeventy palm 
or date trees; and here they en- 
camped for ſome time; but travel- 
ling thence, they made towards the 
Red ſea, whence they came to the 
deſart of Sin, between E/im and 
Sinai, where diſtruſting God, and 
fearing that proviſions would ſoon 
fail ſo great a multitude in that bar- 
ren country, they murmured and 
exclaimed againſt Moſes, and re- 
pented from their hearts, that they 
had ſuffered themſelves to be decoy- 
ed from the plenty they enjoyed in 
the land of Egypt. | I 

S. How did Moſes appeaſe them? 

T. He'told them that the Lord 
would ſupply them with food from 
heaven, and in the evening give 
them fleſh to eat, and in the morn» 
ing bread ta the full: and that their 
murmurings were, in reality, an 

im- 
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impeachment of the Lord, who 
heard them, and would, if. conti- 
nued, ſeverely puniſh them. 
S. How did the Lord perform 
that promiſe ? 

T. In the evening he cauſed 
"quails to fall amongſt them, in ſuch 
quantities, as covered their camp; 
and on the next morning, when 
the dew was gone, they found man- 
na to ſerve them inſtead of bread. 

S. What do you mean by manna ? 

T. It was a little white round 
thing, as ſmall as the hoar froſt, 
and in ſhape like the coriander-ſeed. 
At firſt fight, the {/raelites cried out 
in a ſurprizes, Manhu, i. e. what 


is this; From whence. this hea- 


venly food was called ,manna. 
When it was firſt gathered, it taſt- 
ed like honey, but being ground 
and baked, it taſted like bread 
kneaded with oil. And with this 
bread, God fed them forty years; 
having commanded them by 1/o/es 
to gather it every morning, and to 
eat it all up the ſame day, except 
on the. ſixth day, when they were 
enjoined to gather as much as ſhould 
de them on the ſabbath- day alſo. 


foog'! Bling » 

7. Yes, on many accounts : be- 
icauſe.i it fell but on ſix days in the 
week; and in ſuch quantities, that 
it ſed almoſt three millions of ſouls 
For ſome time; and ſuch as provided 
thereof aboye the limited meaſure, 
which was an omer for every man, 
profited" not by their labour; for 
they found nothing over ben they 
came to meaſure it; and they that 
gathered little found. no want; and 
though, if any of that which fell on 
the firſt five days, was kept above 
one day, it ſtunk and bred worms; 
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continued no longer than the // 


. Neeb | 


yet the double quantity, which waz 
ſent every Friday morning, kept 
ſweet for two days. Beſides, it 


raelites abode in the wilderneſs, but 
ceaſed as ſoon as they got corn to 
eat in the land of Canaan. 

S. Where did, this manna firſt 
come down:? 

T, In the wilderneſs of Fin, 

which is half-way between Elin 
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of 
the ſecond month, after the {ſrae- 
lites departure out of Egypt. E. | 

S. How much was every one 
commanded, by God to gather for 
aday's proviſion ? 

T. An omer, or a meaſure, con- 
taining about four Exgliſb pints, 
This was the quantity which God 
commanded to be kept in the ta- 
bernacle, as a ſample of that mira- 
culous bread, wherewith he had fed 
them in the il an . 

S. Certainly, theſe great works 
convinced the children of rael, that 
they were the peculiar care of the 
Almighty ; and that he was able to 
preſerve: them in the greateſt di- 
ſtreſs. 5 
T. No: for a few days after, 


having removed from their en- ˖ 
campments at Dephkah and Aluſb, a 
and arrived at Rephidim, finding t 
no water there, they fell into theit 8 " 
old way of repining and diſtruſting V 
God's providence, and became 0 tl 
outrageous, that Moſes had like to 4 
have periſhed in the ſedition . I hey uf 
even threaten'd to ſtone bim, had not th 
God enabled him to appeaſe them by 
by a miraculous ſupply of water, 9 


which he cauſed to iflue out, in the 
preſence of the elders. of , rae), 
when he ſmote the rock in //oreb 


with the (ame; rod ther bad df 
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the ſea, This water guſhed out at 
ſeveral places, but uniting in one 
ſtream, it ran down to the camp 
at Rephidim, and followed them 
where-evergtaey went in the wil- 
derneſs ; which places Moſes af- 
terwards called Maſſah and Meri- 
bab, i. e. temptation and contention ; 
becauſe they had diſtruſted God, 
and mutinied againſt their chief 
commander. 

S. Did the Iſraelites meet with 
no oppoſition from the neighbour- 
ing nations in their travels? 

T. Yes: while they lay encamp- 
ed at Rephidim, the Amalekites at- 
tacked them: but Moſes being in- 
formed of their intention, ordered 
Joſhua, over night, to draw out a 
party of choice young men againſt 
the next morning, and to give 
them battle. Jaſbua obeyed, and 


after à long and doubtful fight, 


which laſted till the going down of 
the ſun, the 1/raelites routed. the 
Amalekite army, and put them all 
to the ſword. | 

S. How were Moſes and Aaron 
employed during this conflict of the 
the two armies ? 

T. When Joſhua had drawn out 
his forces, and. put the battle in 
array, Moſes took Aaron and Hur 
to the top of an eminence, from 
whence they might have a, full 
view of the field of battle, Here 
they joined in prayer, and, while 
Maſes was able to hold his hands 
upright with the rod of God in 
them, victory inclined to 7oſbua ; 
but when through wearineſs his 
hands dropped, Amaleſ prevailed: 
which being perceived by Aaron 
and Hur, they ſet Moſes upon a 
ſtone, and ſupported his hands on 
each ſide, till they obtaiged a com- 


pleat victory. This ſucceſs in their 
firſt martial enterprize, gave the 
Ißraelites great encouragement. 

S. Did Moſes commemorate this 
victory, or erect any memorial 
thereof ? 

T. Yes: for it was recorded in 
a book for that purpoſe, and an al- 
tar erected, and called Jebouab- 
Niſſi, or, the Lord is my banner. 

S. Who were the Amaletites ? 

T. They were the deſcendants 
of Amalek, the ſon of Eliphaz, the 
ſon of Eſau, by a concubine ; who 
retaining an innate hatred againſt 
the houſe of Jacob, for depriving 
Eſau of his birth-right and blefling, 
ſought now to deſtroy the 1/rae- 
lites, thinking them unprepared for 


war, fatigued much with Jong 


marches, and almoſt ſpent with 
drought, as they. might. ſuppoſe ; 
being ignorant of thoſe means by 
which God had provided for the ſup- 
port and refreſhment of his people 
Iſrael. Others however think that 
Amalek was much earlier, a ſon of 
Ham; whoſe poſterity being ſunk in- 
to idolatry, God reſolved to deſtroy 
them, together with the Canaanites. 
; Bo What inſtructions did Mo ſer 
receive from God concerning theſe 
people? | 
. The Maelites were com- 

manded never to make peace wit 
but denounce inceſſant war againſt 
n 

S. Why ſhould God denounce 
perpetual war againſt them: 
T. Becauſe, knowiog the {rag- 
lites wete pre-ordained by God to 
be put in the poſſeſſion” of the land 


of Canaan, they came with an arm- 
& force againſt them, preſuming 
to fruſtrate the deſigns of provi- 
dence concerning them. The - 

'H2 raclites 


1oo 
raelites were ever after their irre- 
concileable enemies; they were af- 
terwards defeated by Saul, and their 
ruin at length compleated by Da- 
vid, and never ſince have been 
heard of. 

S. What was the conſequence of 
this victory of the Hraelites under 
Jeſbua? 

T. A way was thereby opened 
for the Iſraelites to mount Sinai, 
where God at firſt appeared to Mo- 
fes in the burning-buſh, and which 
was not far from the place where 
Jethro, Moſes'sfather-in-law,dwelt, 
who, having heard what great 
things God had done for him, and 
the people under his conduct, took 
Zipporah, whom Moſes had before 
ſerit home, with her two fons, 
Gerſbom and Eliezar, and brought 
them with him to the camp of //- 
rael. Moſes having paid obeiſance 
to his father, and received his fa- 
mily with all tenderneſs, recounted 
to Jethro the particulars of what 
had befallen him, and the 
wonders that God had done by him 
fince he left Midian. Then Jethro, 
in dutiful return for ſuch mercies, 

expreſſed his devotion to the God of 
heaven, by joining with Aoſes and 
the elders of 1/rae! in ſuch ſolemn 
praiſes, rejoicings and ſacrifices, as 
were proper on that occaſion. 

S. Did Jethro give Moſes any 
advice for altering and regulating 
the form of government among the 
Iſraelites? 

T. Jethro, obſerving the great 
weight of buſineſs, which lay upon 
Moſes alone, to be too heavy for 
one perſon, adviſed him to ſubſti- 
tute a certain number of officers, 
men of parts and courage; ſuch as 
feared God, and hated covetouſ- 


great 
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neſs; to be rulers, ſome over thou- 
ſands, ſome over hundreds, ſome 
over fifties, and ſome over tens, 
who ſhould hear and determine 
ſmaller matters ; and to reſerve to 
himſelf only the decifioh of weigh- 
tier cauſes; as all matters relating 
to God and religion, all matters of 
equity, where the rigour of the law 
was to be mitigated; all capital 
caſes, and all ſuch cauſes, which 
the ſubordinate rulers found them- 
ſelves incompetent to decide. 

S. Was this form of judicature 
afterwards eſtabliſhed ? 

T. Yes: and it proved ſo eaſy 
and advantageous both to Moſes and 
the people, that it was ever after 
preſerved among the Jews : the 
chief of theſe deputed officers, were 
the ſeventy elders, on whom the 
Lord, to ſhew his approbation, be- 
ſtowed his ſpirit. This was the o- 
rigin of the great ſanhedrim, 

S. How long, at this time, had 
the Iſraelites left Egypt? 

T. They arrived at mount Sinai 
in three months after their depar- 
ture from Egypt. | 

S. Why did God lead the J/rae- 
lites through the wilderneſs, and to 
this mount? 

T. Beſides what is mentioned in 
ſcripture, that Moſes takes frequent 
occaſion from thence, to call upon 
the Iſraelites to remember all the 
way, which God had led them in 
the wilderneſs, to humble them, 
to prove them, and to know what 
was in their hearts, whether they 
would keep his commandments; we 
may preſume that God alſo intend- 
ed thereby to manifeſt his glory and 
goodneſs in their deliverance, by 
his conducting them by the pillar 
of his preſence, and by a ſeries of 

" | many 
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many wonderous works wrought in 
their favour. Moreover, what place 
could have been ſo proper for giv- 
ing thoſe laws, inſtituting thoſe or- 
dinances, and ſealing thoſe cove- 
nants, which were neceſſary to be 
eſtabliſhed, and entered into before 
they were to be put in poſleſ- 
ſion of the land of Canaan? And 
as it was here, that God, in. the 
buſh talking with Moſes, gave it as 
a token of his promiſe, that the 
people, after their deliverance, 
ſhould come and worſhip him at 
mount Horeb, it was neceſſary that 
God ſhould fulfil his engagement. 

S. Was Jethro till among the 
Iſraelites ? 

T. No: he returned to his own 


home, as ſoon as he ſaw his advice 


put in execution, 

S. Did any extraordinary and 
memorable event happen at mount 
Sinai? 

T. When the children of 7/rael 
came and encamped in the wilder- 
neſs of Sinai, before the mount of 
God (the place where Maſes firſt 
received his commiſſion from God 
to bring up the Hfraelites from 
Egypt) they had not been there 
long, before God called to Ado- 
ſes to come up to him on the 
mount, and there charged him to 
remind the houſe of Jacob of all the 
wonders he had wrought in their 


favour, which ought to have ſilen- 


ced all murmurings and diſtruſt of 
his providence ; and to inform 
them, that he intended to deliver 
them a law, which, if they would 
obey, he would take them for 
his own peculiar people, and that 
they ſhould be unto him a kingdom 
of priefts, and an holy nation ; and, 
that though all the earth was his, 


they ſhould be his peculiar treaſure 
above all people. 

S. How did the people receive 
this gracious meſlage ? 

T. They promiſed all due obe - 
dience to the divine commands. 
And Moſes having carried back 
their promiſe, the Lord ſent him a- 
gain with a charge to ſanctify and 
prepare themſelves for God's ap- 
pearing to them in a viſible glory 
on mount Sinai, and for hearing 
his voice when he ſpoke to Moſes, 
and promiſed on the third day to 
come down in the ſight of all the 
people, 

S. How were they to prepare 
themſelves ? 

T. They were for two dayy to 
faſt and pray, to abſtain from their 
wives, and to- waſh their cloaths, 
that they might appear decently 
and in order before the Lord. And 
they were alſo commanded, under 
pain of death, not to approach ſo 
near to the mountain, as to touch 
the border of it. 

S. How did the Lord appear to 
Mefes ? 

T. In a thick cloud. 1 85 

S. Can God be properly ſaid to 
come down, or to deſcend on any 
place ? 
T. No: but this, as well as all 
ſuch like paſſages as this in the 
ſcriptures, is ſuited to a man's 
common way of ſpeaking and think- 
ing, and fo affigns ſuch things to 
God, as only ſerve to denote the 
viſible effects of his preſence. Thus 
God may be ſaid to deſcend on 
the mountain, becauſe he there 
made his preſence more viſible, by 
ſenſible and ſurpriſing effects of it. 

S. When did God begin to ma- 
nifeſt his glory? 

H 3 T. On 
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T. On the third day in the 
morning; in a manner full of ter- 
ror and majeſty ; terrible thunder- 
ings and lightnings preceded, and 
the appearance of a thick cloud co- 
vered the mount, while a voice, as 
of a trumpet, exceeding loud, filled 


the camp of the //razhites with a- 


- mazement and horror, and pro- 
claimed the deſcent of their God, 

S, What did Maſes do on this 
occaſion ? 

T. He brought the J/raelites forth 
to meet God; and placed them at 
the nether part of the mount, hav- 
ing fet bounds about the mount, 
that they might not touch it leſt 
they ſhould periſh. 

S. In what form did the Lord de- 
ſcend ? 

T. He deſcended in fire; for the 
mountain was altogether on a ſmoke 
like as a furnace, and did quake 
greatly; and having commanded 
Meſes to charge the people not to 
approach too near the mount, leſt 
their curioſity might be fatal to 
them, he ſpake to them all the 
words of the ten commandments 
out of the cloud. 

S. What are the ten command- 
ments? | 

T. They are a compleat ſyſtem 
of the moral part of the Jewiſb in- 
ſtitutes, comprehending their whole 
duty to God, to their neighbour, 


and to themſelves, in a few, but 


moſt ſignificant and explicit words. 
Theſe are written in the 20th chap- 
ter of Exodus, and are the ſame as 
every proteſtant child is taught in 
their catechiſm. we 

S. How can this account of the 
delivery of the law be reconciled to 
what is ſaid elſewhere, in the As 
and Galatians, where it is ſaid to 
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have been received by the diſpoſi- 
tion of angels? Acts vii. 53. Gal, 
lil. 19. 
T: Te was God that deſcended 
upon the mount; but he was at- 
tended - with a numerous train of 
angels; and tho' he pronounced 


the law, yet the thunder and light- 


nings, and noiſe reſembling the 
ſounding of a trumpet, which were 
preparatory to ſuch pronunciation, 
may not improperly be aſcribed to 
the miniſtry of angels. And 
the intent of theſe paſſages in the 
New Teſtament, is only to op- 
poſe the goſpel to the law in this 
reſpet; as namely, when God 
gave the law, he was attended with 
an awful hoſt of angels ; but when 
our Lord delivered the goſpel, he 
was cloathed in our fleſh, and, in 
compliance with our weakneſs, 
came in a milder way, without any 
ſuch circumſtances of terror. | 

S. How did the //raelites receive 
the 1 of God pronouncing the 
law 

T. The people, ſtruck with a- 
ſtoniſhment and awe at what they 
ſaw and heard, removed, and ſtood 
afar off, and beſought Moſes, that, 
for the future, he would ſpeak to 
them in God's ſtead, and promiſed 
to obey him in all he enjoined ; be- 
cauſe they feared, if they ſhould 
hear God's dreadful voice again, 
they ſhould die. 

F. Did Maſes yield to their requeſt? 

T. As it expreſſed their reve- 


rence and reſpect for the Deity, he 


was well pleaſed with it; and, hav- 
ing informed them, that God had 
exhibited ghis wonderful ſcene of 
his preſence, not to depreſs them 


with, a, laviſh fear of his mejeſty 
and preſence, but to e, 


to 
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aſſure them of his paternal care, and 
to create in them a filial truſt, and 
ſubmiſſion to ſuch laws, as he, in 
his infinite wiſdom, ſhould thence- 
forward think proper to enjoin 
them ; he drew near unto the thick 
darkneſs where God was. 

S. Did God enjoin and inſtitute 


| any other laws ? 


T. God added to the former com- 
mandments ſeveral ritual and poli- 
tical laws, as well to eſtabliſh a ce- 
remonial of worſhip among them, 
typical of their deliverance, to pre- 
ſerve the people in the worſhip of 

the true God, and to prevent their 
intermixing and incorporating with 
other nations; and to provide for the 
peace, properties, and lives of them- 
ſelves: together with ſome inſtruc- 
tions concerning the form of the 


tabernacle, with its furniture, and 


the perpetual ſacrifice, to be in uſe 
among them. 

S. What were theſe” additional 
laws ? 

T. Laws relating to the manner 
how he would be adored and wor- 
Laws concerning ſer- 
vants, —manſlaughter, — menſteal- 
ers, —cCutſers of parents, — retalia- 
tion, or making ſatis faction for in- 
juries done by man or beaſt, con- 
cerning theft, damages, — treſpaſ- 
ſes, —borrowing, —fornication, — 
witchcraft, — oppreſſion, — the of- 
fering of the firſt-fruits and the firſt- 
born, —concerning flander, falſe 
witneſs, — ſtrangers, — judging, — 
e Pun ep and ſa- 
crifices. 

S. I have often heard it objected, 
that there is great incongruity in 
theſe laws. 

7. This muſt proceed from the 
* of, or want of due atten- 


tion to theſe laws, and the reaſons 
of their inſtitution. For no laws 
of Athens, Lacedemon, or of Rome, 
could ever vye with that compleat 
ſyſtem and ſummary of religious 
and ſocial virtues, enjoined by the 
Ten Commandments. —The cities 
of refuge for manſlaughter, and the 
pecuniary commutation of retalia- 
tion, are both juſt and merciful in- 
ſtitutes : and thoſe laws, that have 
been counted by ſome men frivolous, 
deſerve our attention. For mix- 
tures in wearing apparel were for- 
bidden to the Fews, becauſe this was 
at that time a fantaſtical faſhion of 
the heathens. "The aſs was forbid to 
be yoked with the ox in the (ame 
carriage, leſt beaſts of ſuch unequal 
ſtrength being yoked together, the 
one might ſtrain the other beyond 
its ability. And as ſowing the 
ground with mixed ſeeds, in ſome 
men's opinion, is an effectual way 
to wear it out, it was a practice pro- 
hibited, in order to preſerve the 
fruitfulneſs of the earth, and to ſet 
bounds to the huſbandman's covet- 
ouſneſs. 

S. Did God enforce theſe laws 
with the ſanction of any rewards ? 

. Ves: he promiſed, if they 
would obey his voice, and not pro- 
voke him with murmurings and diſ- 
content, nor turn ahde to the idol- 
worſhip of the nations about them, 
that the angel of his preſence which 
ſhould attend them, ſhould fight 
their battles, and cut off the Ammo- 
nites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaan- 
ites, Hivites, and 7ebuſites; and put 
them in poſſeſſion of thoſe lands, 
that lie between the Red-ſea, and 
the ſea of the Philitines, or the Me- 
diterrantan- ſen, on the one part; 
and between the deſart of Shur, and 
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the river Euphrates, on the other 
part. He alſo promiſed, on condi- 
tion of their obedience, to bleſs the 
increaſe of their flocks and herds, 
their bread and their water; and to 
take ſickneſs away from the midſt 
of them. 

S. Who was the angel that went 
before them | 

T. The ſame angel, which had 
all along conducted and protected 
them in the cloudy pillar; and who, 
for the future, was to preſide over 
them, in a more eſpecial manner, 
by God's divine power and autho- 
rity. This ſacred perſon is generally 
eſteemed, with great reaſon, to be 
the Son of God. 

S. In what manner did God drive 
out the nations above-mentioned ? 

T. He ſtruck them with terror, 
at the name of 7/rae/, before they 
arrived near their borders, and made 
them turn their backs, andflee be- 
fore them in battle ; he ſent alſo ſuch 
ſwarms of hornets among them, to 
infeſt them, that they were thereby 

rendered unable to fight, or oppoſe 
them. 

S. Were theſe laws received and 
recognized by the //razlites ? 

T. Yes: for Moſes having writ- 
ten them down in a book, and e- 
rected an altar unto God, and offer- 
ed ſacrifices thereon; and having 

read to the people the book of the 
covenant, and exacted a ſolemn pro- 
miſe from them, that they would o- 
bey, and do all that God had there- 
in commanded them, he confirmed 
the covenant; by ſprinkling the al- 
tar, and the people, with the blood 
of the victims, lain and offered on 
this occaſion, And as a ftanding 
monument of this covenant between 


God ain. them, being ſolemnly en- 
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tered into and confirmed by public 
ſuffrage and ſacrifices, he ordered 
twelve pillars to be erected, accord- 
ing to the number of the twelve 
tribes of {/rael, 

S. After what manner was this 
altar made ? 

T. God had preſcribed, that it 
ſhould be made of earth, or of un- 
hewn ſtone, and without any ſteps 
to go up to it. 

S. What were the ſacrifices ? 

T. Sheep and oxen. : 

S. Did Moſes return any more 
to the Lord in the mount ? 

T. Having performed this cere- 
mony, of executing the covenant, 
he took with him Aaron, Nadab, 
and Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders 
of Iſrael, according to a command 
from God, to admit them to a proſ- 
pect of the divine preſence, with- 
out running the hazard of death, 
which the Almighty had afore pro- 
nounced againſt ſuch as ſhould irre- 
verently touch, or tranſgreſs the 
bounds ſet round the mount.—Be- 
fore they came near, they worſhip- 
ped the * and being conducted 
by Moſes up part of the mount, they 
were admitted to a view of the glory 

of the God of Iſrael; and afterwards 
they returned to the camp. 

$. Did God give any further par- 
ticular inſtructions and commands 
to Moſes at this time? 

T. He called Moſes up unto the 
top of the mount, where the cloud 
and fhechinah, or viſible glory of the 
Godhead reſted. —And Moſes, hav- 
ing given inſtructions to the elders 
concerning the intermediate go- 
vernment of the people, and direct- 
ed them in his abſence, to apply to 
Aaron and Hur (who was Miriam's 
huſband) in all matters of zudem 

and, 


and, taking Joſhua, his ſpecial at- 
tendant and ſucceſlor, with him up 
into the mount, higher than the 
place where the elders had been ad- 
mitted, continued with him there 
ſix days; and, on the ſeventh day, 
being called by God, he left Joſhua, 
and aſcended through the cloud, 
wherein was the glory of the Lord, 
that ſhone like a devouring fire, far 
beyond the brightneſs of the ſun, 
in the eyes of the children of ral. 
—Here he remained 40 days and 
40 nights; and God commanded 
him to exhort the people to bring 
offerings willingly, and with all 
their hearts, for building and adorn- 
ing the tabernacle, the ark of the 
teſtimony, and the mercy -ſeat there- 
of, He gave him alſo directions 
concerning the table for the ſhew- 
bread, the golden candleſticks, the 
curtains, the walls, the veil, the 
hangings, the altar, and the. court 
of the tabernacle, with the lamps 
thereof ; alſo concerning the gar- 
ments of the high-prieſt, and prieſts, 
012, the ephod, the breaſt-plate, the 
mitre, the coat and the girdle: he in- 
(cribed alſo the manner of conſecrat- 
ing the high-prieſt, and prieſts; and 
the form and materials of the altar of 
burnt - offerings, the altar of in- 
cenſe ; with the tribute-money, the 
laver, the conſecrating ointment, 
and the incenſe ; alſo concerning 
the workmen, and the obſervation 
of the ſabbath: and at the ſame 
time gave him alſo two tables of 
ſtone, on which were written, by 
the finger of God, the ten com- 
mandments, which the {/raelites had 
promiſed to obey. 

S. What was the tabernacle ? 

7. It was a tent, called a ſanctu- 


ay, or tabernacle of the covenant, 
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and was ſet apart for religious wor- 
ſhip, Here God, either by a cloud, 
or viſible glory, appeared to reſide 
during the ſtay of the Iſraelites in 
the wilderneſs, to manifeſt his con- 
ſtant and eſpecial preſence with, 
and care of them, | 

S. What was the ark? 

T. It was a coffer or cheſt of 
Shittim wood, overlaid with gold 
within and without, and a crown 
of gold round about; upon which 
was placed the mercy-ſeat, with two 
cherubins. The ark had two rings 
of gold on each fide, through which 
ſtaves were put, for the Levites, 
(particularly the ſons of Kohath) 
to carry it. Its peculiar uſe, at firſt, 
was to incloſe the two tables of 
ſtone, written by the hand of God, 
containing the principal command- 
ments of the Law ; but afterwards 
God appointed the rod of Aaron, 
which bloſſomed, and an omer of 
manna, to be preſerved in that fa- 
cred repolitory. 

S. What was the mercy-ſeat? 

T. It ſerved as the covering of 
the ark of the covenant, made of 
pure gold; and, at its two ends, 
were fixed two cherubins of gold 
alſo; which, expanding their wings 
toward each other, ſeemed to form 
a throne for the majeſty of God: 
This repreſentation informs you of 
the meaning of thoſe parts of ſcrip- 
ture, that ſpeak of God ſitting be- 
tween the cherubins. The ark was, 
as it were, the foot · ſtool of the Deity : 
and it was from hence that God an- 
ſwered Moſes, and the high - prieſts, 
when they conſulted him. 

S. What is meant by the ſhe w- 
bread ? 

T. Theſe were twelve loaves of 
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by the ptieſt of the week, upon a 


| = table, in the moſt holy place 


ore the Lord. Each loaf con- 
tained ten deals, or fix pints of flour, 


It was not lawful, but upon extra- 
ordinary occalions, for any but the 


prieſts, to eat the ſtale ones in the 
temple. This offering was accom- 
panied with frankincenſe and alt, 
and ſome ſay with wine alſo, which 
was to be poured out as a libation 
before the Lord ; the frankincenſe 
was burnt, every time new loaves 
were ſet upon the table. | 
As to the reaſon of this inſtituti- 
on, I do not find it accounted for 
any where; but certainly it cannot 
be amiſs to conſider it as a memo- 
rial of that covenant, which the el- 
ders and nobles, the heads of the 12 
heads of the houſe of //raz!, that 
went upon the mount with Moſes, 
after the promulgation of the law, 
ſealed by eating and drinking, Exod. 
XXiy, 11, for this was founded upon 
the cuſtom of thoſe ancient times, 
when the parties, that entered into 
covenant, did eat together, or par- 
took of ſome ſacrifice. 

However, it muſt here be re- 
marked, that if this account of the 
ſhew-bread ſhould not prove ſatiſ- 
factory to every one; nay, ſhould 
we know no reaſon of its appoint- 
ment, {till this would be no founda- 
tion for. any wiſe man to doubt or 
diſbelieve the fact, that God ordered 
it, The tranſaction is at ſo great a 
diſtance, the relation ſo ſhort, the 
cuſtoms of thoſe times, of the neigh- 


bouring nations particularly, ſo lit- 


tle known, and the general wiſdom 
of the Moſaic inſtitutions ſo very 
conſpicuous ; that modeſty will ob- 
lige us to confeſs the ſtrongeſt pre- 
ſumption of the whole of them be- 
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ing founded on the wiſeſt and beſt 
of reaſons, whether we are now able 
to ſee theſe or not. 

S. How many golden candle. 
ſticks were there ? 

T. But one, which had ſeven 
branches upon one ſtock, adorned 
with fix golden lillies, and knobs 
placed alternately. It contained ſe. 
ven lamps, which were fed with oil 
and cotton, lighted every night, and 
put out in the morning. It was pla- 
ced on the ſouth fide in the holy 
place, or anti- chamber of the ſanc- 
tuary, and ſerved to throw light on 
the altar of perfume, and the table 
of ſhew-bread in that place, which 
had no other light. 

S. How many altars were there? 

T. The altar of incenſe 5 which 
was a {mall table of Shittim wood, 
covered with plates of gold. Atits 
four corners were four kinds &f 
horns, and its top was encompaſſed 
with a little border, or crown. It 
was placed in the holy, over-again{t 
the ſhew-bread-table ; and ſerved 
only for an offering of incenſe, made 
by the prieſt of the week. 

The altar or table of ſhew-bread; 
which was made of Shittim wood, 
covered with gold, and adorned with 
ſculpture. It had a little border 
round it, and contained the twelve 
loaves mentioned above. 

The altar of burnt-offerings'; 
which was a coffer, or cheſt of 
Shittim wood, covered with brals- 
plates; which Moſes placed to the 
eaſt, before the entrance of the ta- 
bernacle, in the open air, for the 
preſervation of the tabernacle from 
the inconvenience of the ſmoak and 
fire continually kept thereon. The 
four corners thereof, which project- 
ed above, having the N 
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of horns, were called the horns of the 
altar, and received part of the blood 
of the ſacrifices. In the hollow of 
this altar there was fixed a grate of 
braſs, on which the fire was made, 
and through which the aſhes fell in- 
to a pan beneath; and, in the days 
of Moſes, it was portable, by the 
help of four braſs rings faſtened to 
the ſides thereof. 

S. What was the ephod ? 

T. The ephod was a girdle or 
ſaſh, which brought from behind 
the neck and over the two ſhoul- 
ders, and ſo hanging down before, 
was put acroſs upon the ſtomach, 
then carried twice round the waiſt, 
and made uſe of as a girdle to the 
tunic; and of which there were two 
ſorts 3 one of plain linen for the 
prieſts ; the other richly embroider- 
ed and ornamented, and peculiar to 
the high-prieſt; and was diſtinguiſn- 
ed thus. It was compoſed of gold, 
blue, purple, crimſon, or ſcarlet, 
and twiſted cotton. Upon that part 
of it which came upon the two 
ſhoulders of the high-prieſt were 
two large precious ſtones, upon 
which were engraven the names of 
the twelve tribes of Iſrael and, 
where it croſſed upon the breaſt, 
was placed the Rational, or Urim 
and Thummim, a ſquare ornament, 
containing twelve precious ſtones, 
engraved alſo with the names of the 
twelve tribes of //rael. This ephod 
girt the tunic, and was faſtened in 
a knot before, with its ends reach- 
ing to the ground, 

The ephod worn by common 
prieſts, which was of linen only, 
was of the ſame extent and-uſe, but 
not ſo rich, or ſo much adorned. 


S. What was the Rational, or 


Vrim and Thummim ? "» 


T. It was the ſquare embroidery 
of very rich work, wore upon the 
high- prieſt's breaſt, and called from 
thence, the pectoral, or the breaſt- 
plate of judgment, and which was 
ſet with the twelve precious ſtones 
mentioned above ; at other times 
called the Urimand Thummim ; not 
only becauſe it conſiſted of the moſt 
perfect and ſparkling jewels, in their 
kind, that could be got; but alſo, 
when the high-prieſt put on this 
breaſt-plate, to aſk counſel of God 
in any difficult caſe ; God was plea- 
ſcd to make known his anſwer, 
thereby, and exhibit ſuch a viſible 
diſcovery of his will and judgment, 
as gave them clearly to underſtand, 
what was the moſt perfect, or pro- 
per method to be taken in the caſe 
propoſed. For Urim ſigniſies fires, 
or illuminations; and Thummim 
ſignifies perfections. 

S. What were the robe and tunic, 
which were under the ephod? - 

T. The robe was a long garment 
of fine linen, and covered the whole 
body; over the robe and cloſe coat 
was the tunic, made of blue cloth, 
which reached not ſo low, but was 


curiouſly wrought all over, and at 
the bottom embroidered with blue, 
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purple, and ſcarlet yarn, in the ſnape 


of pomegranates ; between each of 
which hung a bell of gold ; at the 
ſounding whereof, as the high- prieſt 
officiated, the people were admo- 
niſhed to offer up their prayers, And 
it was never to be worn, but by the 
high- prieſt, and never by him, but 
when he officiated. 

S. What was the mitre? 

T. It was a covering of ſine linen 
ſor the head; and on the forehead 
was a plate of pure gold, annexed, 
repreſenting a crown, on dhe hugh- 

pricſt's 
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prieſt's head, engraven with theſe 
words HoLINESS TO THE LoRp. 
This cap or turbant of fine linen, 
was long enough to be wrapped a- 
bout the head ſeveral times. — The 
inferior prieſts wore a linen mitte 
or cap only. | 

S. What was the coat made of ? 

T. The coat was the undermoſt 
garment belonging to the prieſt, not 


much unlike to a ſhirt. It was made 


of ' fine linen embroidered, ſtuck 
pretty cloſe to the body, and reach- 
ed to the heels. 

S. Who were the artiſts appoint- 
ed to execute the workmanſhip of 
the materials for the tabernacle ? 

T. Their names were Bezaleel, 
the ſon of Uri, the ſon of Hur; and 
Aboliab, the fon of Abiſamach, of 
the tribe of Dan. 

S. Were theſe the only perſons 
concerned in this great work ? 

T. No: they were only the prin- 
cipal artiſts, and chief directors and 
overſeers of the work : but God put 
wiſdom into all perſons, who had a 
genius towards ſuch arts, as were 
neceſſary in this work: ſo that by 
his immediate inſpiration they gain- 
ed ſuch an extraordinary ſkill in 
their ſeveral arts, as they could ne- 
ver, at leaſt in ſo ſhort a time, have 
attained to by human induſtry. 

8. What did God promiſe to in- 
habit therein ? 

T. He told them that he would 
dwell in or upon the tabernacle by 
the ſhechinah, or cloud, which was 
to be the ſymbol of his divine pre- 
ſence ; and that, at the interceſſion 
of the prieſts, he would beſtow on 
the [ſraelites ſuch bleſſings, as had 
not been granted to any other peo- 


ple; ſo that it ſhould appear that 


they were his peculiar people, and 
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that he was the God that had ap- 
peared to, and was then fulfilling 
the promiſes made to their fathers 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 

S. What was the reaſon of the 
tribute-money ? 

T. It was a ranſom, which every 
man of the age of twenty-one years 
and upwards was to pay as a ho. 
mage, whereby they acknowledged, 
that they were redeemed by God 
out of Egypt. This was to be paid 
under pain of death, and was ap- 


plied to the building and adorning, 


ſupporting and maintaining the ta- 


bernacle or houſe of God. 


S. What was the uſe of the laver? 
T. It was to waſh the hands and 
feet of the prieſts, before they en- 
tered upon any holy function; and 
denoted that purity of heart where- 
with God is always to be worſhip- 


S. Of what was the holy anoint- 
ing oil made ? | 

T. This oil or ointment was com- 
pounded of the beſt myrrh, cinna- 
mon, ſweet calamus, caſſia, and oil- 


olive, 


S. Of what was the incenſe or 
perfume made ? 

T. Of ſtate, onycha, ſweet- 
ſcented galbanum, and pure frank- 
incenſe. eee 

S. How did the Iſraelites behave 
in the camp, during the ſtay of M. 


ſes in mount Sinai ? 


T. They had corrupted them- 
ſelves, broke the covenant ſo lately 
entered into with God ; and, look- 
ing upon Mzjes as loſt, and that he 
would not return again, they forced 
Aaron to yield to their idolatrous 
propoſal of making and erecting a 
golden calf, which ſhould ſerve 3 
a God, to go before them, and — 


them through the wilderneſs, into 
the Land of Promiſe, without fur- 
ther delay. And ſo intent and de- 
voted were they to carry this pro- 
je into immediate execution, that 
when Aaron refuſed to comply upon 
any other terms, than to make this 
calf out of the golden ear-rings of 
their wives, their ſons, and their 
daughters, which were their chief 
ornaments, and in which they glo- 
ried much, they preſently brought 


| them together; and Aaron having 


faſhioned, and made an idol thereof, 
they proclaimed it to be the God, 
that brought them out of the Jand 
of Egypt, and built an altar before 
it, and offered burnt-offerings and 


peace-offerings thereto. , 
$. What reaſon can be aſſigned, 


$ for making an idol-calf the object 


of their worſhip ? 

T. Some authors of great autho- 
rity ſuppoſe that Aaron made choice 
of this figure in compliance to the 


prejudice of the people, becauſe that. 


creature was a principal deity, and 
was wonſhipped in Egypt, by the 
name of Apis or Serapis. 125 

S, Was Meſes informed of this 
tranſaction before his return to the 
camp ? 

T. Ves: for as God ſaw what the 
people were doing, he told Moſes 
thereof, and haſtened him down to 
reduce them to obedience, and from 
their idolatry; and had not Moſes 
earneſtly intreated a pardon of their 
lin, the Lord had reſolved utterly 
to conſume them. 

Moſes then deſcended from the 
mount ; and brought with him the 
two tables of the law, which God 
had written and delivered to him: 
and arriving at the place where he 
tad left Foſbua to wait his return; 
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they deſcended together, But when 
Moſes came near the camp, and 
heard the noiſe of the /ſraelites, ce- 
lebrating with great feſtivity the 
conſecration of their molten image, 
and was an eye-witneſs of their abo- 
minable idolatry ; he was ſoenrag- 
ed thereat, and conceived ſuch in- 
dignation againſt them, that he caſt 
the tables from him and broke them 
at the bottom of the mount before 
their eyes. 

S. How did he further revenge and 
puniſh this deteſtable act of idolatry ? 

T. He took the calf and burnt it 
in the fire, and, grinding it to pow- 
der, ſtrewed it on water, of which 
he made the Iſraelites to drink; ſo 
that not the leaſt duſt of it remain- 
ed. And having ſeverely rebuked 
Aaron, (who pleaded the clamorous 
and importunate demands -of the 
people, as his excuſe for this tranſ- 
greſſion) he called upon all that were 
on the Lord's ſide to join him, and 
the Levites aſſembling themſelves 
unto him, he ordered them to ſlay 
all thoſe that had diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in this act of rebellion againſt 
the God of heaven: and they flew 

ooo men. For which remarkable 
teſt of their fidelity, and obedience, 
the Lord appointed the tribe of Levi 
from thenceforward, to attend on 
God's houſe, and to enjoy the tenths 
of the land of Canaan for their in- 
heritance, when the Iſraelites ſhould 
be ſettled therein. | | 

S. Did God manifeſt to the peo- 
ple any viſible token of his diſplea · 
ſure upon this occaſion ? 

7. Yes, for God inflicted plagues 
on the people, and ſtripped them na- 
ked of their ornaments, - unarmed 
and leſt them without a guide, and 
refuſed to bring them into the _ 

| mi 
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miſed land; the cloud alſo, which was 
the token of his ſpecial preſence, 
was ſuſpended and taken from 
them : nor did it return again till 
Moſes, with moſt humble remon- 
trance and fervent prayer, inter- 
ceded for and obtained pardon for 
them. | 
S. In what did his idolatry of 
theirs conſiſt ? 

7. Not in any real formal act of 
. paid to this idol as a god, 
as it is thought by many) for the 


was proclaimed to the Lord Jebo- 
val, their on true God ; but con- 
ſiſted in making an image to repre- 
ſent the true and living God by, 
againſt the expreſs letter of the ſe- 
cond commandment. 

8: Did the {ſrazlites repent for 
this act of theirs ? 

7. Yes: they immediately ftrip- 
- ped themſelves of their ornaments, 
and kept off at a great diftance from 
the mount on which God had ap- 
peared, in token of their humilia- 
tion and unworthineſs. 

S. What did Moſes further to 
aer them the heinouſneſs of chis 
T. To bumble e e more, 
dene the tabernacle, calling 


meeting, and carried it from out of 
the midſt of the people, and placed it 
at a great diftance from the camp; 
denoting thereby the diſtance their 
ſin had ſet them from the preſence 
of God, and their unworthineſs to 
have his viſible glory reſide among 
them. 


. Did God ſhew openly that he 
approved this proceeding of Moſes? 
T. Yes: for Moſes had no ſooner 
e into this tabernacle, but 


on the ſetting up of the calf, 


it by the name of the tabernacle of 
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the cloudy pillar, which was an 
emblem of the ſpecial preſence of 
God, deſcended in the fight of all 
the people, and ſtood before the 


door; where the Lord talked with 


Moſes out of the cloud, as a man 
ſpeaks to his friend, with a chearful 


and pleaſant countenance ; and 


commanded him to hew two table 
of ſtone, like unto the firſt which 
he had broken, and to bring them 
up the next morning to the top of 
the mount. 

S. Did Moſes do as the Lord 
commanded him ? 

T. Yes: and there he was ad- 
mitted to a nearer view of the glo- 
ry of the Lord, to a fuller mani- 
feſtation and diſplay of the divine 
attributes, and obtained pardon for 
the Iſraelites, on condition that 
they would keep his command- 
ments, obſerve his ſabbaths, the 
paſſover, and other appointed feſti- 
vals; and would not worthip the 
gods of the Canaamtes, nor make 
any alliances with the people of the 
country. 

S. How long did Mefes conti- 
nue at this time on the mount? 

7. Forty days and forty nights: 
in which time, his countenance, by 
converſing with the Almighty, had 
contracted ſuch a luſtre,” that he 
was forced to put a veil over bis 


face, when Aaron, ot any of the 


people, approached to talk with him. 
Alt was now that God renewed 
thelaw of the ten commandments, 
which he ordered Moſes to write up- 
on the two tables of ſtone he had 
carried up with him into the mount. 

S. Does pagan hiftory give us 
any account of the particulars un- 
der this period? 


2 'T'ie — of the pillits of | 
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Hercules and Bacchus, are perhaps 
taken from the pillar that led the 
Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, under 
the conduct of Moſes, who is ſup- 
poſed by ſome to be the perſon re- 
preſented under thoſe names, An- 
tipanus records a tradition of the 
ple of Memphis, concerning the 
ſafe paſſage of the, Lſraelites over 
the Red. ſea; and the overthrow of 
Pharaob and his ar mies therein, is 
mentioned by Diodorus.  Orofius, 
and other ancient geographers, con- 
cm the truth of Moſes's account 
of the ſalt ſprings, &c. on the other 
fide of the ſea. The bleſſings of 
uails and of manna are alſo recited 
by Antipanus. Moſes's — 
rock, gave riſe to the fable of Bac- 
chus, doing the ſame thing for the 
relief of the virgin Aura. And it is 
worth while to obſerve, that the 
lawgivers, which followed Moſes 
in other nations, have imitated his 
receiving the law from God on 
mount Sinai, by aſcribing their in- 
ſtitutions to ſome god or goddeſs, 

S. How was Moſes employed on 
his return to the, camp ? 

T, He applied himſelf immedi- 
ately to the building and furniſhing 
of the tabernacle, according to the 
directions given him by God, and 
compleated it in leſs than fix 
months; and ſet it up on the firſt 
day of the firſt month, in the ſecond 
year after the 1/7elites had depart- 
ed out of Egypt. 
S. Did God vouchſafe to honour 
this tabernacle with bis preſence ?- 

T. As ſoon as the tabernacle was 
reared, a cloud deſcended, and co- 
vered the whole tent, and the glory 
of the Lord filled the tabernacle 
with ſuch, reſplendent brightness, 
that Aaſes was not able to enter 
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therein: but, being inſtructed by 
God out of the tabernacle, be com- 
municated to the. people the new 
covenant God was pleaſed to make 
with them, and the manner how 
they were from thencefor ward to 
worſhip him by ſactiſices and obla- 
lations; he informed them alſo of 
God's will concerning their feſti- 
vals, meats, uncleanneſs, and the 
degrees of affinity and conſangui- 
nity, in which marriage was. pro- 


hibited; alſo how Aram was ſet as 


part for the office of high-prieſt, and 
his ſons and their deſcendants to 
the prieſthood, and that they were 
to be aſſiſted by the Levites in tha 
inferior offices of the temple. 

S. What was the form obſeryed - 
at the conſecration of the prieſts? 

T. Moſes, by divine appoint» 
ment, performed the ceremony-on 
this occaſion ; and having aſſem- 
bled all the people at the doot of 
the tabernacle, he preſented Aaron 
and his ſons before them in the 
name of the Lord, to be ſet apart 
for the office of the priefthood. He 
then proceeded to waſlt them with 
water, and cloathed theni with pro- 
a habits and veſtments, which the 

rd had appointed them to Wear 
and anointed them with precious 
ointment, or conſecrated. oil; but 
on Aaron's head he poured it in ſuch 


abundance, that it ran down to the 


ſkirts of his cloathing- Having 
thus ſet them apart, and ſanctiſied 
them for the miniſtry, he ordeted 
Aaron and his ſons: to execute their 
reſpective offices before God, andao 
offer a ſin- offering, to appeaſe i 
wrath of God; | a burnt- offering, 
to render due homage to the Cree - 
tor of ail the world; and & peace 
offering, by which they acknow- 

ledged 
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ledged God's bleſſings received, and 
implored continuance of his protec- 
tion and favour. Moſes then in · 
ſtructed them in all the rites neceſ- 
ſary to be obſerved in the ſacrifices, 
both in regard to the victims, and 
the manner of ſacrificing them, and 
diſpoſing of them. 

. What were the conditions 
and rites required with relation to 
the victim: 

T. The victim was to be with- 
out blemiſh, and to be brought to 
the door of the tabernacle. If it was 
a fin-offering, the hand of the of- 
ferer was laid on its head, while he 
confeſſed his fin, and aſked pardon 
for it; this rite ſignified, that all 
the crimes” for which that victim 
was to be offered, were transferred 


upon the head thereof. Its throat 


was then cut, either by the prieſt, 
or by thoſe that offered the victim; 
and the blood thereof was ſprinkled 
towards the veil of the ſanctuary, 
upon the altar of incenſe, and the 
remainder was poured out at the 
Foot of the altar of burnt - offerings. 
The fat of the kidnies, the liver 
and bowels, was burnt on the altar, 
and the ſkin, the feet, the bowels, 
and fleſh thereof, were burnt with- 
out the camp. If the ſacrifice was 
offered for the high-prieſt, or for 
the people, the whole thereof was 
burnt; but if it was for a private 
perſon, the breaſt and right ſhoul- 
der was the perquiſite of the prieſts, 
who were to eat them in the holy 
place; and the remainder belonged 
to the perſon who offered the vic- 
tim. hich | 
Ins the burnt-offerings, the vic- 
tim was cut in pieces, and the feet 
andentrails thereof waſhed, and the 


whole was totally conſumedwith fie, 


In peace-offerings, the inward 
fat or tallow, made up with the li- 
ver and kidnies, was only burnt 
upon the altar, and the victim was 
divided between the prieſt and the 
offerer, as before mentioned, 

In the offering of conſecration, 
Aaron and his ſons laid their hands 
upon the head of the victim, and 
he ſlew it, and Moſes took ſome of 
the blood, and putting it on the 
tip of their right ears, and on the 
thumbs of their right hands, and on 
the great toes of their right feet; and 
ſprinkled the blood upon the altar 
round about; and taking the rump 
and the fat, and the right ſhoulder, 
and laying thereon an unleavened 
cake, and a cake of oiled bread and 
a wafer, he put all upon Aaron's 
and his ſons hands, and waved 
them before the Lord, and after- 
wards butnt them'; he alſo took 
the breaſt and waved it; for it was 
his part; then taking of the anoint- 
ing oil and of the blood from the 
altar, he ſprinkled it upon their 
garments, and thus were they ſanc- 
tified. —By this ceremony, Moſes in- 
culcated tothem, that they ought to 
beattentive to God's voice, to ſtudy 
the ſacred law thoroughly, to em- 
ploy their hands in the ſervice of 
God, to be diligent in the functions 
of their miniſtry, and to walk in 
the commandments of the Lord 
blameleſs. | 

The facrifice of oblation, was 
either fine flour, or incenſe cakes 
of fine flour, and oil baked, or 
the firſt fruits of new corn. Oil, 


ſalt, wine and frankincenſe, went 


always with every thing that was 


offered. All the frankincenſe was 
caſt 
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caſt into the fice; but of the other 
things, the prieſt only burnt a part, 
and the reſt he reſerved to himſelf. 


S. How long did the ceremony 


of conſecration laſt ? 

T. Seven days: for the altar, the 
veſtments of the prieſts, and all the 
ſacred utenſils were conſecrated 
within that time. 

S. Were theſe rites ordained to 
be continued ? 

T. Yes: all the ſucceſſors of 
Aaron were to have the ſame form 
of conſecration. 

S. Was this prieſthood heredi- 
tary in the family of Aaron? 

T. Yes: and it was never in- 
terrupted, but in times of oppreſ- 
ſion and violence. 

S. Did not God ſet apart the 
whole tribe of Levi to officiate in 
the tabernacle? 

T. Ves: but, to underſtand this 
appointment rightly, it muſt be 
obſerved, that the tribe of Levi 
conſiſted of three chief branches, 
whoſe heads were Ger/hon, Kohath, 
and Merari. Now the prieſthood 
was given only to the family of 
Aarbn, which was a ſmall branch 
of Kohath : and the other branches 
of the tribe of Lev: remained in 
the common rank of Levites, and 
were only admitted to the inferior 
funRions of the miniſtry, and were 
ſubordinate to and dependent on 
the prieſts, both in the tabernacle 
and in the temple. | 

S. Why did God ſele the Le- 
vites for ſacred functions, or to be 


his own tribe ? 
7. God choſe them in the room 


of the firſt-born of /rae!, who were 


holy to the Lord, in remembrance 
of his ſparing them, when his angel 
deſtroyed the firſt-born of Zgypt, 
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and appointed them for the ſervice 
of the tabernacle and temple. 

S. At what age did they enter 
upon this office, and what rites were 
obſerved in the conſecration of the 
Levites ? 

T. They entered upon the eaſieſt 
functions of their miniſtry at the 
age of 25, and upon the moſt la- 
borious at 30. When they were 
arrived at 50, they were excuſed 
from thoſe offices that required 
ſtrength or vigour. — The conſe - 


cration of them was performed -_ 


without much ceremony; they wore 
no peculiar habits, but were waſhed 
with water of expiation; their hair 
was ſhaved, as that of Nazarenes 


and lepers ; the children of //raet, 


or. chief of their families, laid their 
hands upon their head, as an indi- 
cation, that they offered them un- 
to the Lord, in the ſtead of the 
firſt-born among them. Then there 
were two ſacrifices offered, one for 
the ſins of all thoſe that were con- 
ſecrated to divine ſervice; and the 
other for a burnt-offering. The 
number of thoſe whom Moſes con- 
ſecrated, were two and twenty 
thouſand, 

S. Were not theſe rites and ce- 
remonies derived from the Zgyp- 
tians? 

T. No: for it was God's poſi- 
tive injunction and command to 
them not to do any thing to reſem- 
ble either the manners of the Egyp- 
tians or Canaanites : and the Iſrae- 
lites had ſo cautiouſly obſerved this 
command, that Tacitus exprefsly 
remarks, that their religious rites 
were fo contrary to all the world 
beſides ; that, what in others was 
moſt ſacred, they accounted pro- 
phane; and allowed, as lawful, 
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what other nations were wont to 
abominate; which teſtimony ought 
to weigh againſt all chimerical al- 


luſions, which may be brought to 


the contrary... 

S. Did God ſhew any viſible to- 
ken of his approbation of Aaron and 
his ſons being conſecrated to the 
prieſthood, and ſervice of the ta- 
bernacle ? 

T. Yes: the firſt acts of their 
5 priefily office were confirmed by a 
mira 

offering, there came a fire out from 
before the Lord and confumed the 
ſacrifice; which when the 1ſraelites 
faw, they were confirmed of the 
divine inſtitution of their miniſtry, 
and ſhouted, and fell on their faces. 
- 8. Was any care taken to pre- 
ſerve that miraculous fire, and how 
long did it continue? 

7. It was by divine command 
kept perpetually burning, and or- 
dered to be uſed in their ſacrifices; 
and, as the children of ras! jour- 
neyed, it is thought to have been 
preſerved in a portable conſerva- 
tory made on purpoſe; as may be 
inferred from the injunction of re- 
moving the aſhes from off the al- 
tar, and ſpreading a purple cloth 
over it, when the altar was moved. 
This fire continued till the capti- 
vity of Balylan. | 
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e; for, on offering the burnt- 


| Was. 


S. Did any attempt to viohte 
theſe laws and ordinances, and how 
were they puniſhed? 

T. Nadab and Abihu, ſons of Aa- 

ron, for offering incenſe with ſtrange. 
fire unto the Lord, were inſtantly 
ſtruck dead. A blaſphemer was, by 
God's expreſs command, . ſtoned : 
and another man was put to 
death in the ſame manner, for ga- 
thering ſticks on the ſabbath-day, 
contrary to the law of God. 
Yet all theſe inſtances of ſeverity 
did not produce in the Fraelites a 
true and laſting ſubmiſſion to the 
divine will; for many of them 
provoked the Almighty ſo much 
with their repining and complaints, 
that he conſumed many of them 
with a miraculous fhre, which at 
the prayers and interceſſion of 
Moſes was extinguiſhed. 

S. Did the cloud over the ta- 
bernacle ſerve to guide the 1/rae- 
lites as it had done before ? | 

T. Yes: with this farther ad- 
vantage, that it became a ſignal for 
them, when to march, and when 
to reſt; for, when the cloud was 
taken up from over the tabernacle, 
the children of Iſrael journeyed; 
but if the cloud was not taken up, 
they continued in their place till it 
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Of the Travels and Number of the Iſtaelites that marched from 


Horeb, under the Condu# of Moſes. * Of the cloudy and fiery 


Pillar. Of the frequent Murmurings and Idolatries of the II- 


raelites in the Wilderneſs. The Puniſhment of Miriam. Of 
the Report of the Spies that were ſent into the Land of Canaan. 
Their Repulſe by the Canaanites, &c. Of the Rebellion and 
Puniſhment of Corah, &c. Of the Death of Aaron, and the 
Conſecration of Eleazar his Son. Of the Battle and Vittory at 
Hormah. Of the fiery and brazen Serpents. Their Viftories 
over the Amorites, tbe Moabites, and Midianites. The 
Plague ſtopped by Phineas. The Prophecy of Balaam. The Num- 
bering of the Ifraelites by Moſes. The Law of Inberitance. 
The Maintenance of the Levites. Two Tribes and a half ſettled 
on the Eaſt of Jordan. Several pathetic Speeches by Moſes to 
the Elders and People, before he reſigned his Commiſſion to 


Joſhua. His Death and Character. 


S. HEN did the / aelites de- 
ä W camp from * Sinai? 

T. Soon after the feaſt of the 
paſſover; which by the command 
of God was appointed to be re- 
newed, after the dedication of the 
tabernacle, and the conſecration of 


Aaron and his ſons, 


S. To what number were they 
increaſed at this time ? — 

7. Upon a general muſter, 
which God commanded to be made, 
there were numbered 603,550 men 
fit to bear arms, from twenty years 
old and upwards, without including 
the Levites, who amounted to 
22,000; to which number, if we 
add thoſe that might have died in 
the journey, thoſe Killed in the 
battle with the Amalelites, and the 
2 ſlain for worſhipping the gol- 

en calf, it may be eaſy to com- 
pute the vaſt increaſe of this peo- 
ple, within little more than a year 


from their coming out of Egypt. 
S. How were they ranged in 
their encampments? = 
T. They were divided into four 
large bodies, and ſo diſpoſed, as to 
incloſe the tabernacle on every ſide; 
on the eaſt thereof pitched the 
camp of Judah, whoſe ſtandard 
was a lion; and conſiſted of the 
tribes of Judab, Tſſachar, and Ze- 
bulun. On the ſouth the camp of 
Reuben, whoſe ſtandard was a man's 
head, and contained the tribes of 
Reuben, Simeon, and Gad. On 
the weft, the camp of Ephraim, 
whoſe ſtandard was' an ox, and 
contained the tribes of Ephraim, 
Manaſſeh, and Benjamin. And on 
the north the camp of Dan, Nayh- 
thali, and Aber, whoſe ftandard 
was an eagle, with a ſerpent in its 
talons. | 
S. What reaſon may be aſſigned 
for the devices of theſe ſtandards? 
I 2 T. Theſe 
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7. Theſe four are generally ac- 
counted the moſt perfect animals. 
The lion, the king of wild beaſts; 
the ox, the chief among beaſts of 
labour; the eagle, the moſt noble 
among birds; and all creatures are 
ſubject to man. 

S. Where did the prieſts and Le- 
vites pitch their tents? 

T. Moſes and Aaron, and Aaron's 
ſons, encamped on the eaſt fide, 
between theſe great camps and the 
tabernacle. The Levites, that de- 
ſcended from Kohath, the ſon of 
Levi, pitched on the ſouth fide. 
The Levites, deſcended from Levi's 
eldeſt ſon, Gerſhon, were on the 
weſt fide. And the Levites, de- 
| ſcended from Merari, Levi's young- 
eſt ſon, were placed on the north 
ſide of the tabernacle. 

S. On what day did the Iſrae- 
lites decamp from mount Sinai? 
T. On the 20th day of the 2d 
month, in the ſecond year after 
their departure from out of Egypt, 
having continued eleven months on 
that ſtation, when the pillar of the 
cloud aſcending from the taber- 
nacle, gave the ſignal to decamp. 

S. What order did they obſerve 
in marching ? | 


T. When the pillar of the cloud 


was taken up from the tabernacle, 


the trumpet ſounded a march; and 


immediately thoſe encamped under 
the ſtandard of 
lead, and ſet forward; and the ta- 
bernacle and its appurtenances be- 
ing taken down, and attended by 
the Ger/honites and Merarites, fol- 
lowed in waggons. Then the trum- 
pet gave notice to the camp of Reu- 
ben to advance, who were followed 
by the Kohathites, who carried the 


lanctuary upon their ſhoulders : 


The HoLy BIBLE explained. | 


Judab, took the. 


Next marched the ſtandard of Z. 
pbraim; and the camp of Dan 
brought up the rear. 

S. How did the Iſraelites behave 
after they left Sinai? 

T. In three days time they for- 
got the mercies of God, pretended 
to be fatigued with their journey, 
and by their murmurings provoked 
the Lord to deſtroy with lightning 
thoſe that loitered behind, and ſuch 
as were found in the extreme parts 
of the camp; from whence that 
place was by Moſes called Taberab, 
or burning. 

S. What new meaſures did Mo- 
ſes take to keep this ſtubborn and 
rebellious people in order? 

T. Perceiving there was no end 
of their ſtubbornneſs and diſ- 
content, Moſes, by God's dire- 
tion, erected a ſupreme court of 
ſeventy elders, men of renown for 
their wiſdom and integrity, by 
whoſe aſſiſtance he might be the 
more capable of governing and re- 
ſtraining the licentiouſneſs of a peo- 
ple become ſo numerous and muti- 
nous. 

S. How did it appear that Moſes 
made this choice by God's appoint- 
ment? a 

7. God imparted to them all a 
portion of the ſame ſpirit that he 
had given unto Moſes, to enable 
them to decide all weighty and dif- 
ficult points; and to determine laſt 
appeals, which hitherto had been 
reſerved to Meſes alone. 

S. Did this management prevent 
future diſcontents and mutinies ? 


T. No: for they were no ſooner / 


removed from Taberah, than we 
find them murmuring at the manna 
ſent them from heaven, and regret: 


ting their loſs of the fleſh-pors of 
Egypt; 
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Egypt; and, in a tumultuous man- Conſequently, to expreſs their re- 
ner, demanding fleſh from Moſes. ſentment the more bitterly, they 
But God puniſhed their luſt and now quarrelled with Moſes for mar- 
concupiſcence, by ſending large rying an Arabian woman; and en- 
quantities of quails about their deavoured to perſuade the people, 
camp, of which they eat ſo gree- that they themſelves were prophets, 
dily, that many died of the furfeit, in no reſpect inferior to Moſes. 
as well as by a ſore plague, occa- S. What ſaid Moſes to this? 
ſioned by God's anger againſt them 7. Moſes ſaid nothing; a prin- 
for this fin; wherefore Moſes called cipal part of his character being an 
that place, Kibroth- Hataavah, or extraordinary meekneſs ; but the 
the graves of gluttonous people: Lord thought proper to convince 


here they ſtayed a little more than them of their folly and diſobedi- 
a month, ence, by a ſevere puniſhment. He 


S. What ſort of birds were theſe called to Aaron and Miriam out of 
quails ? w the cloudy pillar ; and, when they 
T. With us they are very excel- were come before the door of- the 
lent food; but, it is ſaid, that thoſe tabernacle, he ſharply reproved 
in Arabia Felix are much more de- their contumacy, and their affect- 
licious ; and are ſo fat and tender, ing to equal themſelves with Moſes; 
that ſome authors pretend that they and repreſenting to them the ſupe- 
have neither bones, veins, nor ſi - riority and preheminence he had 
news, reſembling our woodpeckers among the prophets, God ſtruck 
and ortolans. Miriam with leproſy; and the glory 
S. Where was their next en- of the Lord withdrew out of fight, 
campment ? _ till Miriam was removed from be- 
T. At Hazeroth. Here they made fore tie tabernacle out of the camp. 


unhappy accident befel them; for was intreated by Aaron to offer his 
Miriam and Aaron combine againſt interceſſions to God for her, and 
and quarrel with Moſes their brother. to forgive their ſin; and the, by 

S. What was the occaſion of God's appointment, had continued 
this ſedition ? | ſeven days without the camp, in a 

T. Hobab, the brother of Mo- ftate of repentance and humiliation, 
ſes's wife, had left his father's houſe; to deter others from the like ſedi- 
and joining himſelf to the retinue of tious practices. | 
Moſes, Miriam and Aaron grew S. In what did the prehemi- 
jealous, that doſes was too much nence of * above other pro- 
ſwayed in all his councils by his phets conſiſt ! | 
wife, and her brother Hobab. And T. God, according to the eus, 
beſides, ſuppoſing that the late always ſpoke to Moſes by himſelf, 
choice of the ſeventy elders for a but to other prophets often by ſome 
ſupreme court was according to. angel. Other prophets received 
their advice, theſe were probably their knowledge of the divine will 
diſcontented, that they had not in viſions and dreams; but Moſes. 


been conſulted in that nomination, — with God face to face, 
N 3 "> 
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as one friend talks with another; 
which words ſignify the peculiar 
openneſs and clearneſs of his inſpi- 
ration, and the revelations made to 
him. Moſes was never terrified 

fatigued by his intercourſes with 
God ; but other prophets were, af- 
ter a viſion, generally left fo feeble 
and weak, that they could ſcarce 
- ſtand upon their feet. Moſes alſo 
was the only perſon of all the pro- 
phets, who was permitted to have 


immediate recourſe to God on all % 


emergencies, and to conſult him 
at all times, and receive his anſwer ; 
for God communicated his mind to 
other prophets only at ſuch times 
as he thought proper, 

S. What was the leproſy ? 

T. It was a diſeaſe known by an 
outward ſwelling, a pimple, a 
White ſpot, bright and ſomewhat 
reddiſh, and by the hair of the place 

ed, being of a pale red: and 
oſe afflicted with it, were utterly 
exterminated, being allowed no 


commerce with any body, as if 


they differed but little from the 
dead. Leproſies, and other diſ- 
eaſes which have any relation to it, 
naturaliſts have ſuppoſed to be im- 
_ -mediately cauſed by an infinite 
number of ſmall imperceptible 
worms, which creep in between 
the ſkin and the fleſh, and firſt prey 
upon the ſcarf-ſkin, and then upon 
the inner ſkin ; and afterwards upon 
the extremity of the nerves, muſ- 
cles, and fleſh, arid cauſe a total 
rruption of the whole maſs of 
lood. Yet, tho' Miriam's le- 
proſy was ſudden and inſtantaneous, 
It was effected in the ſame manner, 


the infinity of ſmall imperceptible 


worms, obeying the immediate 
command of God, to execute his 
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juſtice. The juices of her body 
were not corrppted by a gradual 


decay, but they were turned at - 


once into thoſe corroding animals, 
S. How was Miriam cured of 

her leproſy ? | 

T. As the was afflicted in a mi- 

raculous manner, fo ſhe was as mi- 

raculouſly cured; God pardoning 


her fin, and putting an end to her 


puniſhment on her repentance, and 
on the fervent ſupplication of Mo- 


5. 

S. What was to be done in ordi- 
nary caſes, after the prieſt had pro- 
nounced a leper clean? 

T. The cured perſon went up to 
the temple, took two clean birds, 
made a wiſp of a branch of cedar, 
and another of hyſſop, tied together 
with a ſcarlet woollen binder, 
Then one of the birds being faſten- 
ed alive to the wiſp, the cured le- 
per killed the other bird, and let the 
blood of it run into a veſſel of wa- 
ter. Afterwards the prieſt, dipping 
the living bird and cedar, c. into 
the bloody water, ſprinkled the le- 
per therewith, and then let go the 
live bird ; which was a token of the 
cure, and a permiſſion to the leper 
to return into the ſociety of the 
healthy, and to the uſe of ſacred 
things, After which a ſacrifice was 
offered; and the perſon was anoint- 
ed by the prieſt, in the manner 
which MAoſes appointed. 

S. When did the 1/raelites de- 
camp from Hazereth 

T. Not till Miriam was return- 
ed into the camp, and declared 
whole of ber leproſy. And then, 
the pillar of the cloud. giving the 
ſignal, they. followed it thrb' the 
deſart of Param; and after many 
encampments arrived at Lada. 
| | Barna, 


„ tas jw tmws Aa wv< 2a 


„ R89W 


— 
- 


Ow ww OAH T0001 0 $479 4 4 


_— 


1 


II 1 


The Puniſhment of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram. 119 


Barnea, on the borders of Ca- 


naan. 

S. Did they from hence paſs 
immediately into the land of pro- 
miſe ? 

T. No: nor even till near 40 
years after: for, Moſes having ſent 
twelve principal men out of every 
tribe as ſpies into the land of Ca- 


naan, with orders to examine dili- 


gently into the ſtrength, nature, 
and fertility of that country, and 
its inhabitants; the people were 
ſtruck with ſuch a panic and de- 
ſpair, at the ill and diſcouraging re- 
port, which ten of them brought 
back, of the ſtrength of the coun- 
try, and its walled cities, and a 
ſuggeſtion of the gigantic ſtature 
of the inhabitants, that neither the 
encouraging accounts of the other 
two, Jeſbua and Caleb; nor the 
ſight of the rich and delicious fruits, 


grapes, hgs, and pomegranates, 


which were brought from thence, 
could prevail with them to attempt 
its conqueſt, But diftruſting the ve- 
racity and goodneſs of God, and 
forgetting what great things he had 
done for them, they murmured, 
and were conſpiring to chuſe them- 
ſelves another captain, to lead them 
back into Egypt; and. they had 
ſtoned Joſhua and Caleb, for ad- 
viſing the contrary, had not God 
miraculouſly interpoſed. 

S. How did God interpoſe ? 

T. Maſes and Aaron juſtly fear- 
ing that God would preſently pu- 
niſh this their infidelity, and exe- 
cute his threatenings, by deſtroy- 
ing ſo rebellious and guilty a peo- 
ple, fell on their faces to deprecate 
his diſpleaſure. And the glory of 
the Lord, which reſided within the 


ſanctuary over the mercy-ſeat, ap- 


had forfeited God's aſſiſtance and 


peared, in a brighter luſtre than or- 
dinary, over the tabernacle; and 
from thence God denounced ſuch 
threats againſt that cowardly and 
unbelieving people, that had not 
Mofes averted this judgment by his 
interceſſion, he would have con- 
ſumed them in an inſtant. Yet, 
though God was intreated to ſpare 
the lives of the people, he made 
them ſenſible of his might, and of 
his diſpleaſure, by deſtroying the 
ten men with ſudden death, who 
were the authors of that bad report: 
which cauſed them to murmur ; 
and by decreeing, that none of that 
generation, who were above 20 
years old, ſhould enter into the land 
of promiſe ; but that they ſhould 
wander from place to place, in the 
wilderneſs, for the ſpace of forty 
years, including the time they had 
already ſpent. | 

S. Did not this turn the hamours 
of the people? 

T. At firſt they lamented and 
mourned for what they had done z 
but ſoon were guilty of another 
tranſgreſſion: for chuſing rather to 
follow their own counſel, than to 
execute God's commands, atid 
thinking that they coald atone for 
their former cowardice by a pre- 
ſumptuous forwardneſs, they aſ- 
ſembled next morning; and, not- 
withſtanding Meſes had told them 
it was contrary to God's expreſs 
command, and ſet forth the inevi- 


table danger that muſt neceſſarily 


attend fo raſh an attempt; when 
by their undutiful behaviour they 


protection; and the d4maletites and 
Canaanites had already, thro" their 
delay, got poſſeſſion of the paſſages 
of the mountains; they ralhly: 

TY; marched 
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marched without either the ark of 
the covenant; and without Mo ſes, 


their captain. 
S. How did they ſucceed in this 
expedition ? 

T. They, as Moſes had fore- 
told, met with the enemy at the 
paſſes, -and were intirely routed ; 
and thoſe of them that eſcaped the 
"ſword were purſued as far as Hor- 
mah, a place in the ſouth borders 
of Canaan; but conſiderably more 
eaſtward, than the place where 
the fight firſt began. This place 
was called Hormah, or a deſtruc- 
tion, or great ſlaughter ; from the 


deſtruction that was now made of 


the preſumptuous /fraelites. 

S. What became of the //rae- 
lites after this defeat ? 

55 The pillar of the cloud gave 
the ſignal, — led them from Aa- 
— — back into the deſart 

—— the Red-ſea; and after 
eighteen ſeveral removes, chiefly 
about the mountains of dumea, 
they returned again, in about 38 
years, to near this ſame Kade/h- 
Barnea. 

S. Were they obedient to Moſes 

after this? 

T. No: For Corah, a man of 
wealth and power -among them, 
and a great grandſon of Levi, whole 
pride inflamed him with an ambi- 
tious attempt to ſeize upon the go 
vernment, and the prieſthood, raif- 
ed ſuch a faction againſt Moſes and 
Aaron, as gave great diſquiet to 1/- 
racl. He, poſſibly under a pretence 
of birtbright, and being of a fac- 
tious and envious temper, engaged 
Dathan and Abiram, of the tribe 
of Reuben, in his intereſt, as alſo 
250 principal perſons more ; and 


thus ſupported, he openly oppoſed 
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Moſes, as one who deluded the 
people, and uſurped upon their pri- 
vileges : but God thought fit to 
make them terrible inſtances of his 
vengeance, for their pride and pre- 
ſumption. At his command, and 
according to the prediction of his 
ſervant Moſes, the earth opened be- 
neath them, and ſwallowed them 
up alive, both Corab, Dathan, and 
Abiram, with their goods, and as 
many of their families, as had join- 
ed in their treaſons and uſurpations; 


and the two hundred and fifty who 


offered incenſe with them, were 
deſtroyed by fire from heaven. 

S. How did the people behave 
after this token of divine ven- 
geance ? 

T. In a moſt unaccountable man- 
ner,notwithſtanding this very recent 
and exemplary judgement ; for the 
very next day they accuſed Moſes 
and Aaron, for having murdered 
the people of the Lord, as they 
ſtiled that ſeditious crew. But Moſes 
and Aaron being retired into the ta- 
bernacle for ſanctuary, from their 


outrage and fury, God immediately 


appeared in his glory; and, though 
at the requeſt of his ſervants, he 
for bore his reſolution to conſume 
ALL the mutineers in a moment, 
vengeance went forth, and the 
peſtilence cut off fourteen thouſand 
ſeven hundred in a very ſhort ſpace, 
before Aaron, by the direction of 
Moſes, could take fire in his cenſer 
from the altar, and run with it in- 
to the camp, 

S. How was God's vengeance 
aſſwaged on this occaſion ? 


T. Aaron being arrived in the 


camp, ſtood between the living and 


the dead, and prayed for them, and | 
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- 8. Why did God proceed in this 
dreadful manner ? | 

T. To declare his reſolution: to 
defend and protect his own ordinan- 
ces, and thoſe righteous governors, 
which he ſets over his people. 

S. Were there any more ſuch 
factions afterwards amongſt them? 

T. No: for to put an end to all diſ- 


putes about the prieſthood of Aaron, 


God ordered Moſes to take a rod 
from each tribe, and to write upon 
it the name of the tribe to which it 
belonged, and to write the name of 
Aaron on the rod of the tribe of 
Levi; and to lay them all up in the 
tabernacle before the ark of the teſti- 
mony z declaring, that he would 
cauſe the rod of that tribe whom 
he ſhould chuſe to miniſter as his 
prieſts, ſuddenly to bloſſom. And 
when Moſes had done this in the 
preſence of the people, giving each 
man the rod of that tribe to which 
it belonged, the rod of Aaron was 
found the next day, not only bloſ- 
ſomed, but bare ripe almonds. By 
which miracle, God gave a con- 
vineing and ocular proof of his 
choice of Aaron to the prieſts office; 
after this we hear of no more diſ- 
putes about the prieſtly office, and 
God commanded that none but the 
ſons of Aaron ſhould thenceforward 
come into the tabernacle, under 
pain of death. 

S. What became of this rod of 
Aaron ? 

T. It was kept for a memorial, 
and laid up before the ark of the 
tabernacle. | 

S. What were theſe rods ? 

T. They were twigs cut off an 


almond - tree; and it is very proba- 


ble, that they were all cut off one 


tree, to prevent any ſuſpicion of 
contrivance or deceit, 

S. If God puniſhed theſe ſo ſe- 
verely that broke his laws, and op- 
poſed his conſtitutions among the 
Iſraelites, How is the change of the 

ewiſh religion to the Chriſtian con- 
iſtent with the immutable nature 
of God? 

T. In the firſt place, as all the 
ceremonial inſtitutions in the Jetoiſb 
worſhip, prefigured the perſop and 
tranſactions of our bleſſed Saviour 
ſo they could never be eſteemed in 
the fight of God, any otherwiſe, 
than as they had reſpect to him as 
their end and completion; and pre- 
pared men's minds for the reception 
of a more perfect inſtitution of reli- 
gion: conſequently, whenever this 
more perfect inſtitution ſhould he 
ſettled by God, in the ſame mira- 
culous manner as the former was, 
this muſt ceaſe, in courſe. So that 
notwithſtanding the eſſence of re- 
ligion 1s eternally and immutably 
the ſame; the form and inſtitution 
of it, may be, and often has been 
changed. 

The eſſence of religion is to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent world ; but when natu- 
ral religion by reaſon of its great 
obſcurity, and manifold defects in 
this corrupt ſtate of human nature, 
proved ineffeQual to make men 
truly religious, God left them no 
longer to the guidance of their rea- 
ſon only, but gave them firſt the Pa- 
triarchal, and then the Moſaic dif- 
penſation ; and when the fulneſs of 
time was come, God aboliſhed the 

ewihh ceremonies alſo, and inſti- 
tuted the Chriſtian religion, as the 
laſt and moſt perfect ſcheme for the 

recovery 
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recovery and happineſs of human 
nature. But in all theſe proceed 
ings there is no reflection at all on 
the immutable nature of God. For, 
as the divine nature is, in the trueſt 
and higheſt ſenſe, unchangeable ; 
fo religion itſelf is, in its own na- 
ture and eſſence, likewiſe unchange- 
able: but as the capacities, preju- 
dices, and circumſtances of men are 
different, ſo the outward form of 
that religion, which in its eſſence is 
always the ſame, may, with the good 
pleaſure of God, be changed; even 
as a careful nurſe adapts the diet to 
the ſtrength and conſtitution of the 
perſon ſhe attends. 

S. Did God fulfil his judgment, 
that none above twenty years old, 
at the time of the Iſraelites rebelli- 
on in the matter of the ſpies, ſhould 
enter into the land of promiſe ? 

T. Yes: for, after they were ha- 
raſſed many years in the wilderneſs; 
and they continued frequently to 
provoke him by their murmurings 
and idolatries ; God, at laſt, took 
away all that generation, (the few 
excepted to whom he had promiſed 
favour) of whom he had ſworn in 
his wrath, that they ſhould not en- 
ter into his reſt; and the remainder, 
in all probability, fell by the ſword 
of the king of Arad, after they were 
come into the wilderneſs of Zin ; 
which happened in the firſt month 
of the fortieth year, they had been 
in the wilderneſs. 

S. Where did they next pitch 
their tents ? 

25 Near another city, called Ka- 

S. What remarkable events hap- 
pened after their coming to this 
camp ? | 
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T. Here Miriam died, in the 
133d year of her age; and here Moſes 
and Aaron were directed by God to 
bring water out of a rock, to ſupply 
the wants of, and to convince this 
new generation of Iſraelites of his 
divine power and care of them ; 
who, like their fore-fathers, were 
ready to mutiny upon every little 
difficulty; and now, upon a ſcar- 
city of water, had even begun to 
accoſt Moſes and Aaron in a de- 
ſponding, diſcontented, and muti- 
nous manner; wiſhing rather, that 


they had been ſtruck dead, when 


their brethren ſuffered the divine 
vengeance, than now to be killed 
by ſuch a lingering death,” as is 
cauſed by thirſt. 

S. Did Moſes and Aaron ſtrictly 
comply with the commands of God 
herein, and ſanctify him in the face 
of the people? | 
FT. No, for it ſeems the water not 
flowing from the rock on the firſt 
ſtroke, thoſe two brothers ſeemed 
to ſtagger in their belief; and Moſes 
ſtruck a ſecond time; wherefore 
God ſhewed his diſpleaſure at their 
raſh unadviſed conduct and miſtruſt, 
by denouncing againſt them, that 
neither of them ſhould bring the 
Iſraelites into the land of Canaan ; 
becauſe they had in this affair acted 
ſo, as was not proper or conducive 
openly to aſſert him to be the Hol v 
ONE of Iſrael, and to ſanctify him 
before them. 

S. What did Moſes call this place 
where he ſo much offended God ? 

T. Meribah-Kadeſh, or Meribah 
near Kadeſb, in the wilderneſs of 
Zin, which is on the ſouth-eaſt bot- 
der of Edom. 

S. What meaſures did Maſes take 

to 
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to bring the 1/razlites on towards 
Canaan ? 

T. He ſent an embaſly to the 
king of Edom, (who was deſcended 
from Eſau, Jacob's brother) deſiring 
a free paſſage for the //rgelztes thro 
his country, to take poſſeſſion of 
Canaan, it being the neareſt road, 
from their camp at Kagde/b. 

S. Did the king of Edem conſent 


to their requeſt ? 


T. No: for, though Moſes pro- 
miſed to commit no hoſtilities a- 
gainſt the Edomites, nor to do them 
any damage ; and to pay for all 
the neceſſaries which they ſhould 
want on their way; the king not 


only then, but on a ſecond meſlage 


alſo, accompanied with the ſame re- 
queſt, denied them a free paſſage; 
and threatened not only to oppoſe 


any attempt they ſhould make to , 


force it, but actually marched for 
that purpoſe a powerful army to- 
wards his borders. 

S. Which way did doſes lead his 
people after this diſappointment ? 

T. As the territories of the poſ- 
terity of Eſau were not granted to 
the children of [/rael, God directed 
theſe to turn off towards mount 
Hor, which is on the edge of Edom, 
but more to. the north-eaſt than 
Kadeſb, and part of that diſtrict, 
which in after times was called 
mount Seir. 

S. What happened at mount 
Her? 

T. Here it was that God gave 
Aaron. notice of his approaching 
death, as he had denounced for his 
late offence ; and commanded Ma- 
ſes to take him, dreſſed in his prieſt- 
ly robey, with Eliagar his ſon, up 
into the mount, and there ſtripped 


him of his robes, and put them upon 
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Eleazar, and appoint him the high- 
prieft : which when Moſes had done, 
Aaron died ; and he was buried in 
the mount by Moſes and Eleazar. 

Moſes then brought Eleazar down 
into the camp, robed with the gar- 
ments of the high · prieſt's office ; and 
having preſented him in the name 
of the Lord, and ſignified the death 
of Aaron ; they received Eleazar, 
and mourned thirty days for Aaron. 
hut they never knew the place 
of his interment. ' „ 

S. How old was Aaron ? 

T. He was an 123- 

S. How long did the [/raelites 
ſtay in this camp? | 
7 T. Somewhat more than thirty 

ays. 

S. Which way did they march 
from Hor ? 

. They purſued their rout eaſt- 
ward towards the paſſage, by which 
the ſpies formerly had entered into 
the land of Canaan, But their in- 
tentions being diſcovered, by the 
king of thoſe borders, called Arad, 
he marched his forces againſt them, 
ſurpriſed the out-ſkirts oftheir camp, 
and took ſome of the ]{raelites pri- 
ſoners, before they had entirely left 
the confines of mount Hor. 

S. How did the Hraalites behave 
on this defeat ? 

T. They were ſomewhat afraid; 
but having prayed, unto the Lord, 
in order to engage bis divine aid, 
and vowed the utter deſtruction of 
the whole nation, they rallied, and 
overcame their enemies, and never 
ceaſed till they had utterly deſtroy- 
ed them. | 

S. What name did Moſes give 
to the place where this victory was 
obtained? 

7. Moſes called the place Hor- 

mab, 
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mah, which ſignifies utter deftruc- 


tion. 
S. Did they enter now into Ca- 


naan ? 

7. No: God ſtill led them more 
to the eaſt, that they might not 
give any umbrage to, nor have any 


conteſt with the Edomites, who were 


then a powerful people ; but the 
length of their journey, the nar- 
rowneſs of the paſſes, the barrenneſs 
of the country, and the ſcarcity of 
proviſions, ſet them again a repin- 
ing and murmuring; which pro- 
voked God to plague and kill many 
of them, by ſending among them 
great ſwarms of fiery or winged ſer- 
pents ; which are ſuppoſed to be the 
Hhare, and are ſhort and yobtred 
with divers colours, and have wings 
like thoſe of a bat. 

FS. How long did God continue 
this judgment upon them ? 

T. After the death of ſeveral of 
+ them, and upon the humiliation of 
the reſt, God commended M. ofes to 
caſt a brazen ſerpent of the ſame ſize 
and ſhape of thoſe, by which the 
people had been bitten, and to fx 
it on a pole, ſituate on ſome emi- 
nent ground, that all the camp might 
ſee it; and directed, that as many 
as were bitten by thoſe winged ſer- 
pents, ſhould look up tothe brazen 
one, and thereby be healed ; which 
accordingly was done, and had its 
intended miraculous effect. 

S. Did the Jfrael:ites preſerve this 
brazen ſerpent ? 

T. It continued among the Jews 
above ſeven hundred years: but 
when Hezekiah, king of Judah, ob- 
ſerved that the people paid incenſe 
and adoration to it, he cauſed it to 


be broken to pieces, and called it 
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Nebuſbtan; or a thing of braſs, or 
trifle, by way of contempt. 

S. What was the name of the 
place where Moſes caſt this ſerpent? 

T. It was called Zalmanah ; ſo 
named from the ĩmage of the ſerpent. 

S. What rout did the J/raelites 
take from this place ? 

T. From Zalmanah they marched 
unto Punon, thence to Obeth and 
from Oboth to Jje-abarim, which lies 
on the eaſt of Mab. Here it is pro- 
bable, Moſes intended to have at- 
tacked Moab ; but being command- 
ed of God, not to damage, nor to 
uſe any hoſtility towards the Moa- 
bites, he led them to the valley of 
Zared, and from thence to the ſouth 
fide of the river Arnon, which runs 
between, and bounds the countries 
of Moab and the Amorites, that dwelt 
on the eaſt of Jordan; and now 
were paſſed thirty- eight years from 
their coming from Kadefh- Barnes. 
Their next encampment was on the 
extremity of the wilderneſs, which 
was before Moab, at Beer, called fo 
on account of God's ſupply of water 
from wells, made only by the ſtaves 
of Moſes, and of the elders, thruſt in- 
to the ground. And here it may be 
remarked, that this was the firſt time 
the people had not murmured, when 
they wanted water ; and their firſt 
ſincere token of their thankfulneſs 
to God, for his great mercies. From 
hence they journeyed to Mattanah, 
Nabaliel, Bamoth, the valley that is 
by the country of Moab, and fo to 
Piſgah, which is a bigh mountain, 
and looks towards Feſhimon, or the 
wilderneſs of Kedemoth. 

S. What happened during the 
encampment at the foot of mount 


Piſgab? # | 


T. They 
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7. They now were arrived on 
the borders of the Amorites, whom 
God had devoted to deſtruction. 
But to take away all juſt cauſe of 
complaint, of not being honourably 
and fairly dealt with ; and that the 
equity and righteouſneſs of God's 
judgment againſt a prince of ſo ſa- 
vage and obſtihate a nature, might 
appear in a ſtronger light, when the 
conſequence of his refuſing a free 
paſlage to the //raelites, and bring- 
ing his army into the field againſt 
them, ſhould happen to be his own 
defeat and deſtruction; Moſes, tho 
he was perſuaded, that gentle and 
amicable meaſures would avail ro- 
thing, ſent in a peaceful manner to 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, to re- 
queſt a paſſage for the Maelites 
through his country, that they might 
reach the river Jordan. | 

S. What was the extent of his 
dominions ? 

T. It reached from the river 
Arnon ſouthward, to the river Fab- 
bok northward ; and from Fordan 
weſtward to the children of Ammon, 
eaſtward. 

S. Did the Amorites comply with 
this requeſt of Moeſes? 

T. No: but when Sibon (which 
was the common name of all the 
kings of that nation) backed his re- 
fuſal by beginning hoſtilities againſt 
Ifrael, God enabled the ]/razlites to 
defeat him: and, having gained a 
complete victory at Jahax, they put 


man, woman, and child to the ſword, 


and took poſſeſſion of the royal city 
Heſhbon, and of all his country and 
cities, on both ſides Jordan; except 
the city Jaazer, and its dependen - 
cies. 

S. What was the religion of the 
Amarites ? | 


3 


Of the Fiery and Brazen-Serpent. 


T. They were idolaters, and wor- 
ſhipped the ſun, whom they called 
Chemoſh, or Chamos, and was the 
ſame as the god Hammon, adored in 
Lybia, Egypt, Arabia, Ethiopia, and 
in the Indies. | ; 

S. From whom were the Amo- 
rites deſcended ? | | 

T. From Amorrheus, the fourth 
ſon of Canaan. At firſt they poſ- 
ſeſſed only the mountains lying to 
the weſt of the dead · ſea; but they 
afterwards extended their dominion 
to the eaſt thereof, by diſpoſſeſſing 
the Ammonites and Moabites, from. 
their ſettlements between the brooks 
Zabbok and Arnon, 

S. Did Moſes ſheathe his ſword 
after this conqueſt ? ' 

T. No: for, having reduced Jaa- 
zer, and being informed, that Og, 
the gigantic king of Baſban, another 
Amorite, and one of thoſe whom 
God had decreed to deſtruction by 
the ſword of the Hraelites, was in 
full march to oppoſe them'and ſtop 
their progreſs, Moſes met him at 
Edrei, and gave him battle; over- 
came him, and having done unto 
him, as to Sihon, and his people, he 


took poſſeſſion of his country alſo. 


S. Why was Og called a giant? 

T. He was a deſcendant of the 
race of the Rephaims, who were gi- 
ants ; his ſtature may be gueſſed at 
from the dimenſions of his bed, 
which was nine cubits, or 15 feet, 
4 inches + long, and four cubits, or 
ſix feet, ten inches broad. 

S. Of what extent was his coun- 
try ? 


T. Baſhan was part of the land 


of promiſe, which lay beyond T7or- . 


dan, between the mountains of Gi- 
lead to the eaſt, Jordan to the welt, 
Libanus and mount Hermon to the 


north, 
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north, and the brook Jabbok to the 
ſouth. The whole kingdom took 
its name from the hill of Baſban or 
Batanæa, as it is now called. 

S. To whom were theſe con- 
quered countries afligned? 

7. They were given to the tribes 
of Gad and Reuben, and to half the 
tribe of Manaſſeh. 
S. Did the camp ſtill continue at 
the foot of Piſgah ? | 

T. Yes: the women and children, 
the tabernacle, and the Levites, &c. 
remained here during the conqueſt 
of the kingdoms of $:hon and Og. 
And from hence Moſes, having diſ- 
poſed of his conqueſts, as above, 
marched to the plains of Moab, on 
the eaſt-fide of Jordan, over- againſt 
Jericho, a city in the land of Canaan, 
on the weſt ſhore of Jordan; in 
which encampment Moſes after hav- 
ing been vouchfafed by God a view 
of the whole land, died in the ſight 
of the land of promiſe. 

HL. How did the neighbouring na- 
tions look upon theſe conqueſts ? 

T. The Moabites were dreadfully 
affrighted at the ſucceſs of Iſrael; 
and perceiving their courſe to be to- 
wards the plains of Moab, endea- 
voured to ſtrengthew themſelves 
with the alliances of the Midianites 
and Ammonites, their neighbours; 
S. What meaſures did theſe take 
to ſtop their — ? 

T. Their firſt ſtep was, when they 
faw Iſrael encamped in the plains of 
Moab, to try how far the curſes of 
Balaam, a noted prophet of Pethor, 
acity of Meſopotamia, near the river 
Euphrates, would avail in procuring 
the divine aid, and turning the for- 
tune of the war on their fide againſt 


Hofes and his people. 
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S. What was the ſucceſs of their 
application to Balaam ? 

T. Balak, the king of Moab, who 
was at the head of this alliance, ſent 
to this prophet : and the meſſengers 


having delivered their preſents, or 
rewards of divination, told him, the 


cauſe of their errand! was to invite 
him to come and curſe the //raelites, 
and procure the divine bleſſing upon 
the arms of Moab againſt them. But 
God, in a viſion, forbad Balaam to 
go with them. After the return of 
the meſſengers, Balak, ſuppoſing, 
that ambition and avarice were the 
true and private motives that re- 
tarded the ſoothſayer's coming, ſent 
other more honourable, meſſengers 
and larger preſents. Theſe wrought 
fo much upon Balak, that notwith- 
ſtanding God had told him before, 
that the Iſraclites were under his 
Almighty protection, he preſumptu- 
ouſly tempts him, and enquires of 
him, a ſecond time, whether he 
would let him go with theſe meſſen- 
gers? God hereupon ſeeing how 
corrupt his heart was, gave way ſo 
ſar to his evil inclinations, as to per- 
mit him to go with the meſſengers, 
but ordered him not to ſpeak any 
words contrary to his ſacred will. 
Balaam ſet forward towards Moab, 
and God reſolving to manifeſt his 
diſpleaſure: thereat, ſent his angel 
ro oppoſe him in the way, and not 


only gave his aſs, on which he rode, 


the faculty of ſpeech to upbraid him 
for beating him unmercifully on his 
journey, but opened the eyes of Ba- 
laam, that he might ſee the angel 
ſtanding in the way, with a naked 
ſword in his hand; and that he was 
ſent to withſtand him, and to con- 
quer the perverſeneſs of his heart. 

| Balaum 
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Balaam was ſo terrified thereat that fooliſh adherence to God's ſuggeſti- 
he fell down upon his face, intreat- ons, he had both abuſed him and de- 


ed pardon for his tranſgreſſion, and frauded himſelf of the great wealth 
offered to return, ſeeing his journey and honours intended for him. 


ö 


was diſpleaſing to the Almighty. S. Did Balaam make an end with 
S. Did God permit him to pro- Balak ? | 
ceed ? T. Being very unwilling to dif- 


T. Yes: but not to curſe Irae/, oblige one, from whom he conceiv- 
as was Balaam's deſign: for God ed ſuch large expectations; hepur- 
had refolved to make him an in- poſed to inform him of what the - 


ſtrument of his bleſſing them. Iſraelites would do to his people in 
S. How was Balaam received by fubſequent ages. But here again, 
the Moabites ? the Lord exerted his power, and 


T. Balak went himſelf to receive obliged him even againſt his will to 
him upon the confines of his king- beftow bleſſings upon [frael, and to 
dom; and, conducting him to his propheſy, that a ſtar ſhould come 
capital city, entertained him pub- forth from Jacob, and a rod from 
licly with his nobles and princes the Irael that it ſhould ſmite the chiefs 
firſt day. Next morning he carried of Moab, and rule over all the chil- 
him to the high places or groves dren of Seth: that Edom ſhould fall 
conſecrated to Baal, or the Sun, under its power: and that the Ama- 
where he might take a view of the /e#ites and Kenztes ſhould be extirpa- 
extremity of the Iſraelitiſ camp. ted: in fine, that the weſtern na- 

S. What did Balaam do here? tions, the Greeks and Romans, ſhould 

T. In every place, to which he vanquiſh the A/jrians, deſtroy the 
was carried by 'Balakt, he ordered Hebrews, and afterwards periſh 
ſeven altars to be erected for ſacri- themſelves. 
fices, probably from the ſuperſtitious S. Did Balaam attempt nothing 
notion of the influence of the ſeven to the injury of the /ſraelites ? 
ruling ftars, which Balaam, accord- T. Maſes records no more of this 
ing to the learning of the age and intercourſe ; yet he afterwards in- 
country in which he lived, might pre- forms us, that Balaam adviſed the 
tend to Bala# to proceed upon in his Midianites and Moabites, to corrupt 
divinations and auguries. But at the the hearts of the people of 1/razl, by 
ſame time, he ever poured out pro- the means of their women; who, 
phecies and bleſſings in favour of the ſays he, if they were ſent into their ö 
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y Ißraelites; and told the king, that camp, would ſoon draw them into | 
n he could not curſe them, nay that lewdneſfs and idolatry. 
is he could not forbear bleſſing them. S. Who was the god Baal? 

7 S. How did Balat refent this? 7. The fame as Chemoſh, the god 

el T. Balak finding that Balaam, in- of the Amoritese aud when Peor is 

d ſtead of curſing the Iſraclites, had added to this name, it only ſignifies 

19 bleſſed them altogether three ſeveral the idol Baal, worſhipped or ſet up 

1 times, was inraged thereat, and at ſuch a place. | 

t. commanded Balaam to haſte and be S. What did the Lord mean by 

n 


gone; and told him, that by his the ſtar in Balaam's laſt prophecy? 
Kang 3 7. The 


T. The great and glorious e/- 
h 


S. What means the rod from 
Iſrael? 3 

Z. The rod may be properly tran- 
flated a ſceptre : in which ſenſe is 
prefigured king David of the tribe 
of IJfrael, and of whoſe ſtock came 
the M:/iah CHRISTH. So that from 
this prophecy we are inſtructed, 
that David ſhould ſubdue all the 
land of Moab, and that Chriſt by his 
goſpel ſhould unite all mankind in 
one ſpirjtual kingdom; which ould 
take away all former diſtinctions 
between Jew and Gentle. | 

S. Did the names of Greets and 
Romans exiſt at this time? 

T. No: but as the word Chittim, 
or Kittim, which the ſacred text 
makes uſe of, ſignifies the deſcen- 
dants of one eth, the ſour of auan, 
and grandſon of 
whom the Macedonians and Romans 
originally deſcended ; ſo the event 
ſhews that, though the names of 
Greeks and Romans were not then 
known, the prophet, by mention- 
ing the name'that included the na- 
tions where the Greeks and Romans 
ſhould afterwards eſtabliſh their do- 
minion, intended to declare to that 
generation, that an Alexander ſhould 
riſe out of Macedonia, who would 
overthrow the Perſian, which alſo 
included the Mrian empire; and 
that the Roman empire would put a 
full end to the Jewiſb ſtate ; which 
accordingly happened under the 
command of the emperors Titus and 

Veſpaſian. | 
. Did the Moabites and Midia- 
nites follow Balaam's advice? 

T. They ſoon put his counſel in 
execution: for, having proclaimed, 
it is ſaid, a ſolemn feaſt unto their 
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apheth, from” 


gods, which was ſolemnized with 
muſic and dancing, and pompous 


proceſſions and rich drefles, with 


wanton laſcivious geſtures among 
the women, they invited the 1/rae- 
lites to partake of their mirth. This 
device had its deſired effect: far, 
the Iſraelites ſetting no bounds be- 


tween things ſacred and prophane, 


aſſiſted at, and eat of the ſacrifices 
of Baal. peur, and bowed down to 
theſe heathen idols; and captivated 
by the charms of the women, who 
were inſtructed to yield upon condi- 
tion only of bringing the //raelites 
over to their idolatry, many of them 
turned from God to the worſhip of 
idols. 

S. Did Maſes take no meaſures to 
oppoſe the growth of this miſchief? 

T. God, to prevent the increaſe 


of this defeCtion, commanded Moſes 


to erect a court of judicature, and 
put all that had been guilty of this 
whoredom and fin todeath, by hang- 
ing them up immediately after the 
had ſtoned them, in the ſight of 
the people. But, even during this 
enquiry after, and mourning for 
thoſe that had joined themſelves un- 


to Baal peor, Zimri, one of the, 


chief of the tribe of Simeon, was ſo 
impudently wicked, that in the very 
ſight of Moſes and all the camp, he 
brought Ci, a Midianitiſb prin- 
ceſs, into the camp, and led her 
into his tent. N | 

§. Did this wickedneſs go un- 
puniſhed ? h 

T. No: for Phineas, the ſon of 
the high · prieſt Eleazar, fired with a 
juſt indignation, and holy zeal, fol- 


lowed them into the tent, and in the 


very act of whoredom, thruſt them 
both thorough with his ſpear. | 
S. Did God ſhew no viſible and 
imme- 
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immediate token of his anger againſt 
the Iſraelites for this idolatry and 
whoredom of theirs ? 

T. Yes: for he ſent a plague a- 
mong them, which deſtroyed no leſs 
than four and twenty thouſand of 
them ; beſides the one thouſand that 
were publickly executed by the 
judges, according to God's com- 
mand to Moſes. 

S. Was that act of Phineas ac- 
ceptable to God? 

T. It appeared to be highly ſo; 
firſt, by God's ſtopping the plague 
immediately: ſecondly, by his de- 
claring unto Moſes, that he would 
make Phineas and his family proſ- 
perous, and would eſtabliſh for ever 
the Aaronical prieſthood in him and 
his poſterity. 5 

S. Did the Jews make of this act 
of zeal of Phineas's a precedent in 
future times ? 

T. Upon this fact the Jews found- 
ed what they call the judgment of 
zeal, which authoriſed ſuch as were 
full of this holy fervour, in the pre- 
ſence of ten men of Iſrael, without 
any formal proceſs, to puniſh any 
violent offenders againſt God, his 
law, or his temple, &c. It was from 
this precedent, that the eus pro- 
ceeded in their ſtoning St. Stephen, 
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cute and kill even thoſe that are 
molt innocent. 

S. Did the prieſthood remain for 
ever, as promiſed by God, in the 
family of Phineas ? . 

T. It is true God promiſed him 
an everlaſting prieſthood : but it 
muſt be conſidered that his promi- 
ſes are ever conditional, and found- 
ed on a proviſo, that the perſons to 
whom they are made do nothing 
to diſqualify them for the enjoy- 
ment and continuance of ſuch a 
promiſe. And as the word ever- 
laſting, and all ſuch words of a like 
import, in a general and indefinite 
ſenſe are known to denote no more 
than a long duration; ſo the pro- 
miſe made to Phineas muſt be un- 
derſtood with a certain limitation. 
For, the line of Phineas, having 
provoked God, as it is reaſonably ſup- 
poſed, by ſome great ſin, their ſuc- 
ceſſion to the prieſthood was inter- 
rupted, and it deſcended for ſome 
time to the family of Eli, who was 
come from Ithamar, the youngeſt 
ſon of Aaron; till Eli's ſons likewiſe 
became ſo wicked that the prieft- 
hood was taken from them and re- 
ſtored, in the days of Solamon, to the 
poſterity of Phineas, with whom it 
continued as long as the pric ſthood 


and in their vow to aſſaſſinate St. laſted 


Paul. But this example of Phineas 
countenances no ſuch practices; nor 
can it ever be thought that an ac- 
tion, done upon an extraordinary 
occaſion, by a perſon in public au- 
thority, moved thereunto by a di- 
vine impulſe, and in a common- 
wealth not perfectly ſettled, can be 
made a precedent for private men, 
in a different ſituation, to invade 
the office of the magiſtrate, and 
with enthuſiaſtical rage, to perſe- 


S. Wbat happened after the 


plague was ſtayed among the Iſrae- 


lites? 

T. Moſes aſſiſted by Eleazar, was 
commanded by God to take the 
number of the Mraelites that were 
above 20 years old, fit to bear arms; 
and ordered that the land of Canaan, 
and of the Midianites, ſhould be divi- 
ded by lot, for an inheritance among 
them proportionably, according to 
the numbers in each reſpective fa- 
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mily; and ſettled the law of inheri- 
tance in reſpect to ſuch as have no 


ſons, but only daughters: and in- 


formed them of his own approach - 
ing death; and appointed Foſhua by 
God's direction to ſuececd him in 
the government of tlie people: and 
earneſtly exhorted this new genera- 
tion to be- truly religious, as the 
beſt means to preſerve them in the 

poſſeſſion and enjoyment of thoſe 
— which God would give them. 


And having received from God a 
charge to avenge the people of the 


Midianites, he ſelected a thouſand 
for that ſervice out of every tribe as 
God had directed; teaching the 
Ifraelites thereby, to rely more upon 
od, than upon the multitude of an 
hoſt; and willing alſo that they 
might ſee, by their ſucceſs againſt 
the five kings of the Midianites, that 
they need not fear the conqueſt of 
Canaan. 
S8. Were there any remaining a- 
live of that generation, that came 
out of Egypt? 5 
T. None remained of them only 
Caleb and Jeſbua, as the Lord bad 
denounced againſt tbem. 
S. How was Moſes enabled to 
number the people ? 


Eleazar, and by the heads of the 
ſeveral tribes. 
S. What was the ſum total of 
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T. Six hundred thouſand and 2 
thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty, 
So great was the goodneſs of God, 
and ſuch his faithfulneſs to his word 
towards that people, that though he 
deftroyed all the former generation, 
who were above twenty years old, 
as he had threatened, he multiplied 
their poſterity ſo faſt in that ſpace of 
time, as to make them amount to 
within 1820 of the number of thoſe 
that died in the wilderneſs. 

S. What directions did Moſes 
give about the Partition of the 
lands? 

7. He firſt direfied 1 it to be di- 
vided in general into twelve parts, 
according to the number of the 
tribes ; then ordered the diftribu- 
tion of it to be determined by lot, 
to which tribe each ſhare ſhould 
appertain, making a difference be- 
tween the greater and leſſer tribes ; 
and that the ſhare allotted to each 
tribe ſhould be further divided in the 
ſame manner among the families of 


each tribe; and laſtly, that the 


ſhares that fall to each family ſhould 


be again divided by lot among the 


ſeveral houſholds, under the inſpec- 
tion of Jaſbua and Eleazar, at the 


head of the chiefs of each tribe. 
7. He was aſſiſted therein by + 


S. What were the names of the 
families at this diviſion ? 


T. There were four families of 
the tribe of Reuben; viz. 


them that were numbered ? 
The Hanochites, Hanoch, 1ſt) 
Palluites | e Pallu, 1 | 
E. 1eſroni Uh, The deſcendants of . fr 4 n, 3d Son of Reuben. 5 
Carmites, Carmi, 4th 


re 
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There were five families of the tribe of Simeon. 


The Nemuelites, , Nemuel, Iſt 
aminites, | | Jamin, 2d 
e. The deſcendants of * 4th >Son of Simeon. 
arhites, | Zerab, th 
Shaulites, Shaul, 6th 4 


Obad, his 3d ſon, either had no children, or his family was now extinct. 


| There were ſeven families of the tribe of Gad. 
The Zephonites, } | Zephon, 1? 


Haggites, Haggi, 2d 4 
Shunites, Shunt, 

_ 'Oznites, > The deſcendants of <4 Ozni, 2 ) Sons of Gad. 
Erites, Eri, 5th} | 
Arodites, | | | | Arod, 6th 
Areli tes, anal, 7th) 

There were five families of the tribe of Fudah, 
The Shelanites, Shelah, - 3d 

Pbarxites, g The deſcendants of U 4th Sons of Judah. 

Zarhites, Zerah, 5th) © 


Er and Onan died in Canaan before they had any children; but inſtead 
of their families, there were numbered two more in the tribe of Judab. 


The Heſronites Heſron 
Eau] Who deſcended from} 772 25 "9 The Sons of Phores. - 


There were four families of the tribe of [/achar. 


The Tolai tes, Tela, iſt | 
Punites, | The deſcendants of 122 2 = of Hachar. 


Jaſbubites, Jaſbub, 3d 
Shimronites, Sbimron, ath 
There were ee families of the tribe of Zebulun. 
The Sardites, | Sered, s ſt 
Elbonites, { The deſcendants of WEE ns of Zebulun. 
Jableelites, Jableel, 3d | 


There were two original families of the houſe of Joſeph, called the | 
tribe of Manaſſeh, and the tribe of Ephraim. 


From Manaſſeh deſcended the Machirites, the family of his RES ſon 
Machir, which family was afterwards called the Gileadites, and branched 

out in this manner into 

K 2 The | 

| 
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The Feezerites, . Feezer, ? 
5 Helekites, | | Helek, | 
Afrielites | Ai 11 
Shechemites, | The deſcendants of 4 We ow „Sons of Gilead. 
Shemidaites, Sbemida, |. 
Hepherites, Hepher, | 


And of ' Hepher was bon Zelophehad, who had no ſons, but five 
daughters, Mablah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcab, and Tirzah. 


Thee were four families of the tribe of Ephraim. 


The Shuthalites, Shuthelah, 


Bachrites, { The deſcendants of Becher, f Sons of Ephraim. 
Tabanites, Tahan, 


And the Eranites from E ran the ſon of Shuthelah. 


There were ſeven families of the tribe of Benjamin. 


The Belaites, ] | ſ Bela, : 
Aſbbelites, | | 4/bbel, 
Abiramites, >The deſcendants of Abiram, 7 Sons of enn 
Shuphamites, | I Shuphamy 
Huphamites, J . LHupbam, | 
FE | To theſe add, 
The Ardites, 


IThe deſcendants of} A 5 FO Jon, of Bela, 


Naamates, | 
There was uy cue family numbered in the tribe of Dan; ; Viz, "The 

Shubamites from Dan's only ſon 'Shuham. 

- We There were five families in the tribe of 4/ber. | 

The Fimmites, 25 Jimna, 1 
. efuites, {The deſcendants of eſui, g Sons of Aſher. 

eriites, | s Beriah, | 
And, 
The Heberites, Heber, 


Malchielites, | The deſcendants of ; Malchiel, : Sons of Beriah. 
Ager, had alſo a daughter named Sarah, eminent for her virtue. 


9 


re 


* 


Of the Families in Iſrael. 


There were four families of the tribe of Napbtali. 


Gunites, 
Fezerites, 


The Tahzeelites, 
Shillemites, | 
8 


S. How many families were num- 
bered in the tribe of Levi? 


The Ger/honites, 


The deſcendants of . 5 
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Jabreel, ) 
Sons of Naphtali. 


Ter, 


S§billem, 


T. Three principal, and five ſe- 
condary families; vix. 


Gerſhon, 
Kohathites, > The deſcendants of | Ki#bath, 12 of Levi. 


Aerarites, 


Merari, 


The Libnites, from Libni, the ſon of Ger/bon. 


Hebronites from Hebron, the ſon of Kohath. 
Mablites, from Mabli, { Sons of Merari 


Muphites, from Muſhi, 


Korathites, from Korah, who was deſtroyed, Numb. ch. xvi. 


N. B. Aaron, Moſes, and Miriam, were born unto Amram, the ſon 
of Kyhath, by Jochebed, a deſcendant of Levi alſo. 


S. Had the Levites any part in 
the diviſion of Canaan, for their 
inheritance ? 

T. No: they had no ſettled di- 
viſion for themſelves apart like the 
other tribes ; yet theſe were obliged 
to aſſign them for their habitation 
certain cities in each of their divi- 
ſions, with the extent of 2000 cu- 


bits of land about each city for their 


abode and for their cattle, making 
in all 48 cities: fix of which were 
ordained to be cities of refuge, for 
the preſervation of any who ſhould 
kill another without malice or de- 
ſign, till he could have a fair trial 
to clear himſelf of wilful murder: 


in which, and all other capital ca- 


ſes, Moſes ordained, that no body 
ſhould be convicted upon the evi- 
dence of one perſon only. The 
names of the three cities on the 


eaſt of Jordan were, Bezer among 
the Reubenites, Ramoth among the 
Gadites, and Golan among the Ma- 
naſſites., 

S. How did Moſes ſettle the law 
of inheritance in reſpect to daugh- 
ters ? 

T. In default of male iſſue, it 
was to deſcend to the daugh- 
ters. | 

S. What did Moſes command 
concerning the marriage of heit- 
eſſes? 

T. In order to prevent inheri- 
tances by ſuch marriages "paſſing 
out of one tribe into another, 
he commanded- that all beireſſes 
ſhould rmarry only within cheit dn 
tribe and their own family. 

' 8, How "did Moſes enforce the 
rites of religion? 

= "He told — that God re- 

WX. qv" "'newed 
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newed his command of the daily 
offering being continued, which 
was to be offered up in the taber- 
nacle, in the nature of a daily 
prayer to God: that God would 
vouchſafe graciouſly to continue 
his mercy unto I/rael, and increaſe 
their. cattle, . corn, wine, oil, &c, 
which by theſe offerings they ac- 
knowledge to have received from 
him. Ts this he added the com- 
mand of the offerings on the ſab- 
bath, on the new moons, at the 
paſſover, pentecoſt, or harveſt- 
feaſt, or feaſt of weeks, and at the 
Feaſt of trumpets; on the day of 
expiation, and at the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles, or ingathering, 

He then. cautioned them about 
the religious obligation and per- 
formance of their vows and oaths, 
when they were lawful and poſſible; 
but he declared, that the vow of a 
minor was not binding, without 
the approbation of the father or 
guardian; and he affirms the ſame 
in regard to a wife, that ſhe muſt 
have her huſband's approbation, be- 
fore ſhe can oblige herſelf by a 
vow, 

FS. Did Moſes go out with the 
Tſraelites to fight with the Midia- 
nites ? | 

T. No: he ſent twelve thou- 
ſand of them, and no more, under 
the command of Phineas, who in- 
vaded the land of Midian; and, 
having conquered them, they ſlew 
all the males of man's eſtate, a- 


mong which were the five kings of 


Hidian, Evi, Rekem, Zur, the 
father of Caſbi, whom Phineas had 
ſlain, Hur, and Reba: and what 
was further remarkable in their ex- 
pedition, they here met with Ba- 
laam the ſoothſayer, whom they 
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alſo flew; the over-ruling provi. 
dence of God ſo ordering it, that 
this wicked perſon might receive 
the juſt demerits of his late deſtruc- 
tive counſels from the hands of the 
Ijraelites. Thus all their enemies 
wives, little ones, cattle, flocks, 
and goods, fell into their hands; 
and they burnt all their cities and 
goodly caſtles with fire. And all 
this was wonderfully effected with- 
out the loſs of a man on their ſide. 

S. In what order did this ſmall 
detachment of 12, ooo men attack 
the Midianites with ſucceſs ? 

T. It is probable, that they were 
diſpoſed in the field of battle ac- 
cording to the method of the an- 
cient people of ia; and there- 
fore, we may range the 1ſraelites 
upon one line formed of twelve 
corps, conſiſting of a thouſand men 
each, at the head of which was the 
ark of the covenant, ſurrounded by 
the prieſts and Levites, whoſe buſi- 
neſs it was to ſound the charge, as 
well as to defend the ark. But, as 
it muſt be ſuppoſed, that the Mi- 
dianites were many more in num- 
ber, and they might range in one 
line alſo, the {/rae/ites, in order to 
penetrate the enemies front in ſe- 
veral places at once, made large in- 
terſtices between the ſeveral bodies 
of one thouſand men each: for 
this was the conſtant practice of 
the Jes, whenever they were in- 
ferior in number to their enemies. 

S. How was the booty diſtri- 
buted ? | 
T. One fiftieth part thereof was 
given to the prieſts; another fif- 
tieth to the reſt of the congrega- 
tion; and the reſt was divided à- 
mong the ſoldiery, after it had been 
all purified, 

S, How 
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S. How did Moſes diſpoſe of the 
women and children ? | 

T. Remembering what damage 
the Midianitiſh women had done 
by alluring the //raelites to idolatry, 
he thought it unſafe to ſpare their 
lives, and therefore ordered all thoſe 
women that had ever known man, 
as well as the male children, to be 
immediately diſpatched. 

S. How was the booty purified ? 

T. All thoſe who returned from 
battle, were accounted unclean 
perſons; and were therefore or- 
dered to remain ſeven days without 
the camp, and waſh themſelves, 
their raiment, and their captives, 
on the third and on the ſeventh 
day; and every thing taken in the 
war, which would abide the fire, 
was made. to go through the fire, 
and was afterwards ſprinkled with 
the watet of purification; but ſuch 
things as would not abide the fire, 
were ordered to paſs through com- 
mon water, and then to be ſprink- 
led with the water of purification. 

S. Did the Iſraelites make no 
return of gratitude and thanks unto 
God for all theſe bleflings ? _ 

T. Yes: the officers came unto 
Moſes, and voluntarily offered, as 
an expiatory and congratulatory of- 
fering, a great quantity of jewels 
and other rich ſpoils : this they 
made before their returning to the 
camp, and their diviſion of the 
ſpoil ; beſides the heave-offering, 
which Moſes levied after. This 
free-will offering was dedicated to 
the uſe of the ſanctuary, in ac- 
knowledgment of, and in grati- 
tude for God's mercy, that had 
given them ſo compleat a victory, 
without the loſs of one man; and 
to make an atonement for their 


ſouls before the Lord for all their 
offences; and more eſpecially 
for ſuch faults as they might have 
been guilty of in their late expedi- 
tion; which free-will offering a- 

mounted to 16750 ſhekels of gold. 

S. How was this conqueſt diſ- 
poſed of? 

T. Moſes, at their requeſt, and 
upon condition that ſhould 
march over Jordan, and aſſiſt their 
brethren in the conqueſt of the land 
of Canaan, gave this, as well as the 
countries of Sihon and Og, to the 
tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manaſſeh, 

S. In what manner did theſe trides 
ſettle in this land ? 

7. Moſes gave to the tribe of 


Reuben the ſouthern, or rather the 


ſouth-weſt part of the country: ſo 
that they were bounded to the ſouth 
with the river Arnon; to the weſt 
with Jordan; and to the north 
and eaſt with the tribe of Gad. The 
capital of this diviſion was He/bon, 
the metropolis of the kingdom of 
Sibon : this city was ſituated on the 
hills over againſt Jericho, about 
twenty miles diſtant from the river 

ordan. 

The tribe of Cad was incloſed 
by Jordan to the weſt, and the half 


tribe of Manaſſeb to the north; 


with the Ammonites to the eaſt; and 
the tribe of Reuben to the ſouth : in 
this diviſion ſtood the city He- 
roth, the capital of the kingdom of 


(8) . | : 
The half tribe of Manaſſeb, was 
bounded by the tribe of Gag, to the 
ſouth; with the ſea of Cinneneth, 
or lake of Genneſareth, which is 
the ſea of Galilee, together with the 
courſe of the river Jordan, from its 


fountain, to the (aid ſea, to 
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weſt ; miount Libanon, or rather 
mount Hermon, to the riorth and 
north-eaſt; and the mountains of 
Gilead to the eaſt ; which Machir, 
the ſon of Mimaſſeb; had conquered 
| by the forces of his own family. 
S. Why did theſe ttjbes petition 
for this ſettlement ? | 
T. Becauſe they had the largeſt 
flocks and herds of cattle ; and this 
land being very fertile, and well 
ſtored with good paſturage, was 
ver commodious for them. 
S. Did Moſes, after the diftri- 
billion and ſettlement of the lands, 
obtained by this conqueſt, lead the 
| Ifraeli tes over Jordan? 


T. No : but being now encamp- 


ed in the plains of. Meab by the 
banks of Jordan, and ſenſible of 
the hear approach of his own death, 
in conſequence of what the Lord 
had ſaid, that he ſhould not enter 
into the land of promiſe, but ſhould 
die on the eaſt of Fordan ; on the 
firſt day of the 11th month, (which 
anſwers to our January ) in the 
fortieth year from their departure 
out of Egypt, be called the whole 
congregation together, and, at 
different times, made very tender 
| and pathetic ſpeeches to them, 
wherein he expreſſed his great con- 
cern for their welfare; ſhewed them 
what great things God hid en- 
abled him to do for them; and ſet 
"before them their duty, und their 


intereſt in the conſcientidus diſ- 


charge thereof. The purport of 
"theſe affectionate diſcourſes to them, 
"was, that if they had not hindered 
it by their continual murmurin 

and rebellion, and unbelief, * 
"had Ted them from their encamp- 
ment at Kade/-barnea into the land 
'of Canaan. He reminds them 'of 


queſt, and in their ſtead, ¶ Deut. 


The HoIY BIB II explained. 


his appointment of civil magiſ- 
trates and military officers over 
them, during their ſtay at Horeb, 
to aſſiſt him in the government of 
the people, who were become very 
numerous, and by theit complaints, 
grievances, and controverſies, cre- 
ated more labour and fatigue than 
he was able to bear and undergo, 
and laid before them God's diſplea- 
ſure againſt himſelf, when by their 
provocations he ſpake unadviſedly 
with his lips. He reminds them of 
God's command to uſe no violence 
againſt the Edomites, Moabites, and 
Ammonites : and that God had now 
performed his word in detaining 
them in the wilderneſs, till all that 
generation who were guilty of uabe- 
lief, at the falſe report of the countr 
made by the ſpies, were dead. He 
exhorts them not to forget God's 
mercy and power, exerted for them 
in the conqueſt of Sihen and Og, 
whoſe country was now yielded to 
their brethren the Reubenites, Gad- 
ites, and Manaſſites ; and acquaint- 
ed them; that God had appointed 
Joſhua to be his ſucceflor at his 
death. | 
From a recapitulation of theſe 
mercies and judgments he inferred 
their indiſpenſable duty to obey and 


Tove God, and to avoid the idolatry 


of thoſe nations which God had de- 
clared he would puniſh in the moſt 
ſevere manner. 

In a ſecond diſcourſe he repeats 
and enforces the keeping of the 
law, or ten commandments, which 
God had in fo folemn and dreadful 


a manner delivered from mount Si- 
nt; ànd prefiſes a due regard to 


thoſe commandments, ſtatutes, and 
judgments alſo, which, at their re- 


ch. 


ch. v. 27.) God in their behalf had 
given unto him. He then reminds 
them of their having tempted God, 
and diſtruſted his providence in their 
diſtreſs at Maſſab : exhorts them 
to be diligent in teaching their 
children the duty and obedience 
they owe to God, and to refrain 
from all communication with the 
Canaanites, but to deſtroy them 
out of the land of Canaan, after 
their entrance thereinto ; left theſe 
ſhould entice them to the worſhip 
of ſtrange gods. 

And left they ſhould miſtake the 
reaſon of thoſe ways and deſigns of 
providence, and from a remem- 
brance of all God's eſpecial favours 
to them, be tempted to grow pre- 
ſumptuous, Moſes tells them, that 
God had done theſe great things in 
their behalf, not for any merit of 
theirs, but becauſe of the oath he 
had ſworn to their fathers to bring 
them up out of Egypt and that, 
if they would not obey his laws, he 
would certainly puniſh them ſevere- 
ly, and would ſhew mercy to ſuch of 


them only as ſhould keep and do 


his commandments. He enforces 
his exhortation to obedience from 
a conſideration of the providence 
of God, which had protected and 
ſaſtained them now 40 years in the 
wilderneſs, during which time they 


neither wanted food nor raiment; 


and of his puniſhments of them 
during that period, which were in- 
flicted not for their undoing but for 


their amendment; and of the bleſ- 
ſing they might expect from God, 


if they ſerved him faithfully in the 


land of Canaan, and exhorting them 


always thankfully and gratefully, 


to aſcribe the plenty and proſperity 
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which they ſhould there enjoy, to 
God's goodneſs only. | 

It is not, ſays he, for thine own 
righteoufneſs, but for the wicked- 
neſs of thoſe nations, and for the 
oath which he ſwore to thy fathers, 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, that 
God ſhall deliver theſe nations into 
your hands: for, . call your own 
ways to remembrance, and you 
will know how juſtly God was pro- 
voked with you at Horeb, where 
you early ſhewed your diſpoſition 
to idolatry, by making and falling 
down to worſhip a molten calf. ; 
even to ſuch a degree did his indig- 
nation ariſe, that had I not inter- 
ceded, God had reſolved to cut you 
off from the earth. And though 
upon this interceſſion, and the im- 
mediate puniſhment of the chief of 
theſe idolaters, God was entreated, 
and renewed the two tables of the 
covenant; yet you could not refrain 
your murmurings, and diſtruſt of 
God upon the firſt appearance of 
ſcarcity afterwards; of which Ka- 
deſh in the wilderneſs of Zin is wit- 
neſs : but you muſt not always pre- 
ſume upon the goodneſs and mercy, 
and long-ſufferance of God z for, 
unleſs you caſt away the filthy af- 
fections of your hearts, and worſhip 
him inwardly with all your ſouls, 
as well as by thoſe outward cere- 
monies.I have taught you, be will 
as ſurely puniſh you, as he has chaſ- 
tiſed the Egyptians in your fight. 
But if ye obey his commandments, 
the land which ye are going to poſ- 
ſefs ſhall yield abundance of fruit, 
by God's providential watering of 
it with rains from heaven ; 'but if 
ye forſake him, he will withdraw 


his love and protection from - 


% 
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He concluded this diſcourſe with 
ſetting a bleſſing and a curſe before 
them; and commanded, that on 
their taking poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
they ſhould. cauſe theſe bleſſings 
and curſes to be publickly and ſo- 
lemaly declared, and engraven on 
ſtones, the bleſſings on mount Ge- 
rizim, and the curſes on mount 
Ebal; two mountains on the weſt 
fide of Jordan. 

In his next diſcourſe he makes a 
repetition of, and enacts ſeveral 
other laws, beſides what have al- 
ready been mentioned. He com- 
mands them to deſtroy all places 
ſet apart by thoſe nations for idola- 
trous worſhip. Orders them to 
bring their ſacrifices to, and make 
their offerings in the place which 
God ſhould eſpecially appoint to 
put his name in with the ſeveral 
las relating thereto. He decreed 
that prophet to be put to death, 
who ſhould endeavour to perſuade 
the people to idolatry; and or- 
dained the puniſhment of ſtoning to 
death the deareſt friend or relation, 
that ſhould entice any one to ſerve 
ſtrange gods; and commands all 
idolatrous cities to be deſtroyed 
with fire and ſword. He forbad 
them to follow the cuſtoms or fa- 


ſhions of heathen nations, by disfi- 


guring themſelves, and cutting their 
fleſh and ſhaving their eyebrows, 
when they - mourn for the dead; 
and prohibited the eating of blood 
and of unclean meats, and of thi 
offered or conſecrated to idols. 


bring the tythe of all their increaſe, 
and to eat and drink it before the 


.. tabernacle once a year, together 


with the Levites ; by which they 
Were to ſhew their ſtedfaſtneſs in 
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the worſhip of the true God, and 
acknowledge their thankfulneſs for 
his mercies. —He commands a gene- 
ral tythe of all their increaſe to be 
taken every third year, and laid up 
for the prieſts and Levites, the 
ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and the 
widow, who were to be ſupplied 
by this, and prevented thereby from 
going to ſeek for ſervitude or alms 
among the idolatrous nations, 
which might endanger their religion, 

After this, follow laws concern- 
ing the years of releaſe for the poor ; 
of the offerings of the firſtlings of 
cattle; of their feaſts and offerings 
on ſolemn days; alſo, concerning 
magiſtrates, groves, images, ſacri- 
faces, and hard cauſes, and contro- 
verſies too difficult to be determined 
by the judges ; of the election, and 
duty of a king, when they ſhould 


have one ſet over them. 


He informs them, that as the 


prieſts and Levites. have no part or 


inheritance given them in the land 
of Canaan to themſelves, they were 
to be the Lord's, and were to be 
maintained out of the offerings 
which they were to make to God, 
and aſſigned them certain portions 
thereof ; as alſo the firſt-fruits and 
tythes for their ſupport. _ 

He forewarns them, and cautions 
to beware of the magicians and 
dealers with familiar ſpirits, and in 
diabolical .arts, who abounded in 
Canaan : and directed them to ſeek 
and apply. to the. prophets, whom 


| God ſhould, from time to time, raiſe 
To theſe he added a command to 


up unto them in a continual ſuc- 
ceſſion, to whom, by conſulting the 
Urim and Thummim, he would 
diſcover his divine will, till he 
ſhould ſend to them, in the fulneſs 


of time, one great prophet, far ſu- 


periar 
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jor to all others, a lawgiver like 
to Moſes himſelf, to whom all their 
attention and obedience would be 
due. This promiſe of the Meffiah, 
is, in the ſtricteſt and moſt li- 
teral manner, fulfilled in, and by 
the appearance of, our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift in the world, to inftrut 
man in all the will of God, and to 
turn him from the power of Satan 
to himſelf. We have next an ex- 
preſs command to put any falſe or 
preſumptuous prophet, which ſhould 
ariſe, to death. 

Then follow the laws concerning 
the cities of refuge;- the manſlayer 
and murderer ; - landmarks; wit- 
neſſes; thoſe that go out to battle; 
behaviour towards enemies before 
and after battle; beſieging places; 
of uncertain murder; uſage. of a 
captive taken to wife; diſinherit- 
ing the firſt-born ; putting a ſtub- 
born ſon to death; hanging male- 
factors; ſtrays; men and women 
wearing each other's apparel; of not 
taking the dam with the young; 
building of houſes with battle- 
ments; the avoiding confuſion in 
mixing of ſeeds, and yoking toge- 
ther different kinds of beaſts; wear- 
ing of fringes ; of a woman accuſed 
by her huſband of fornication ; adul- 
tery; rape; fornication; inceſt ; 
eunuchs; baſtards; Ammonites, A 
abites, and Edomites; uncleanneſſes 
in the camp; fugitive ſervants; 
whoredom ; ufury ; vows ; glean- 
ing; divorce; new-married men; 
pledges ; man- ſtealers; leproſy; 
wages; equity; ſtripes; mercy to 
cattle ; marrying a brother's wie; 
immodeſty in women; juſt weights; 
the offering of firſt-fruits; and con- 
cerning him that offers his third 
year's tythes. At which time alfo, 


- 
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Miſes ſignified, that it was God's 
will that they ſhould utterly deſtroy 
the Amaletite. hes 
His diſcourſe on all the ſeveral 
laws being concluded, Moſes with 
the elders of //rael, commanded the 
people to obſerve and keep all theſe 
commandments, and write them 
on ftones ; and directed them to 
build an altar after they had paſſed 


over Jordan, and offer peace · offer- 


ings, and ſet up the ſtones with 
theſe laws inſeribed thereon on 
mount Ebal; and commanded them 
to proclaim on the mountains of 
Gerizim and Ebal, beyond Jordan, 
bleſſings to thoſe that obſerve, and 
curſes to thoſe that broke the cove- 
nant made between God and them. 
And then prophetically, as it were, 
declares the fad calamities and ru- 
ins of the Jewiſb nation; which, 
he foreſaw, their repeated fins and 
rebellions ſhould bring upon them; 
and eſpecially the laſt of all, which 
have been inflited by the means of 
the Romans, for their fin in cruci- 
fying the Meſſiah, the Lord of glory. 
After this, Moſes, according to 
the command of God, reſigned the 
charge of the Hſraelites to Jaſbus; 
inveſted him with the high office of 
being leader and general of all J+- 
rael ; gave him ſeveral directions 
relating to his office; and one more 
eſpecially, which concerned his 
conſulting God by way of Urim 
and Thummim upon every emer- 
gency; and exhorted and encou- 
raged him to be active, conſtant, 
and reſolute in the ſervice of God; 
and have a religious ſong for the 
people to learn, and repeat at ſo- 
lemn times, containing inſtructions 
and warnings to them; and gave 
Foſhua a ſolemn charge, and aſſur- 
ance 
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ance in the hearing of the people, 
adviſing him to be ſtrong, and of 
a good courage; for that he ſhould 
bring the children of Iſrael into the 
land, which God had ſworn to 
give them; and would be with him, 
and affiſt him. wr 
_ Moſes being admoniſhed of his 
death, again reminded the [/raclites 
of God's great goodneſs to them; 
ſpoke to the tribes ſeverally, and 
having prophetically bleſſed each of 
them, concluded with obſerving to 
them the general happineſs of thoſe 
© who had the Lord for their God. 

This great Fewi/ leader having 
thus taken his ſolemn farewel and 
leave, and ſettled every thing re- 
lating to their future conduct and 
government of the people, aſcended 
mount Nebo; from thence he took 
a view of the promiſed land, from 
the top of Piſgah, over-againſt 
Fericho, and there he gave up the 
ghoſt ; and tho? he was 120 years 
old, yet his eyes were not dim, nor 
his natural vigour abated. 
S. By whom, and where was he 
buried ? 

T. The wiſdom of God ſaw fit, 
that the place of ſepulture of this 
illuſtrious prophet and ſervant of 
his, ſhould remain unknown; to 
prevent the /fraelites falling into 
any idolatrous veneration and wor- 
ſhip of his remains, which, from 
the long experience they had of his 
eminent piety, juſtice, meekneſs, 
candour, humility, prudence, zeal, 
benevolence, ſelf-denial, public ſpi- 
Fit, and every good quality, and 
the power of whoſe interceſſions for 
them, they had ſo often experien- 
ced, they might be led unto; and 
future generations might perhaps 
have made a god of him, becauſe 


— 
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of his miracles. God therefore 
cauſed ſome angels to bury him ſe- 
eretly in a valley in the land of 
Moab, over- againſt Beth-peor. The 
devil, for ſome evil deſign, endea- 
voured to diſcover the body, or the 
burial-place of this great man ; but 
the Lord. by the miniſtry of an 
angel, effectually hindered this at- 
tempt, Jude 9. . 

S. How did the children of rael 
commemorate the death of Moſes ? 

T. They wept and mourned for 
him with great ſolemnity for thirty 
days, in the plains of Moab; and 
put themſelves under the command 
and direction of Jeſbua. 

To what I have already ſaid con- 
cerning the conduct and character 
of Moſes, let me add the teſtimony 
which the author of Ecclefraſticus 
gives and records of this great man, 
« Moſes, ſays he, was beloved of 
« od and men, and his memo- 
« Hal is bleſſed. The Lord gave 
« him a glory equal to that of the 
« ſaints; he made him great and 
cc terrible to his enemies; and he 
cc made the wonders to ceaſe by 
& his words, (when in Egypt he 
« held the arm of God, as we may 
ce ſay, and ſtopped the courſe of 
«© the ten plagues, as hejudged con- 
ce venient) God exalted him in ho- 
“ nour before kings, he preſeribed 
cc him ordinances before his peo- 
« ple, and has made him fee his 
ec glory, He has given him the 
& gifts of faith and meekneſs, and 
<< has choſen him from 
« men. God has heard him, and 
has cauſed him to enter into the 
c cloud; he has given his com- 
„ mandments before all his people, 
« and the land of life and know- 
5 ledge, to teach * 

to 
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« to Jacob, and his ordinances to 


6 a Jo 1 
his hiſtory of Moſes may very 
properly be concluded, with an 


abſtract of the book of Feb, of 


which doſes is accounted the au- 
thor; intended, as it is thought by 
many, that by exhibiting ſo admi- 
rable an example of patience and 
confidence in God, -and'the happy 
end thereby enſured to that holy 
man, he might excite the murmur- 
ing and deſponding //raelites to for- 


titude and ſubmiſſion under the 


hardſhips they were to encounter in 
the wilderneſs: for, in that book, 

which is a drama, and is written 
in a poetical ſtile, we find an up- 
right and good man, expoſed, by 
the divine permiſſion, to the inſults 
of Satan, and afflicted with the fe- 
vereſt calamities, and variety of 
trying providences, ſuccteding and 
crowding upon one another, that 
ever met in one perſon, to over- 
whelm him; ſuch as the ſudden and 
ſurpriſing death of his children, loſs 


of all his eſtate; the reproaches of hu 


a wicked wife; his being ſtruck 
with grievous boils and ſores all 
over his body ; the unjuſt accuſa- 
tions and deſertion of his friends; 
yet he endured all with wonderful 


patience and reſignation ; though 


we here and there find, in the ex- 
tremity of his pain and grief, he 
could not forbear ſometimes com- 
plaining of the ſeverity of his lot, 
in terms which may appear too pre- 
ſumptuous for à ſinful creature. 
Job's friends, after the way of the 
world, looking upon thoſe ſeveri- 
ties as the demerits and vengeance of 
an offended God for his private fins, 
concluded him tobe a' moſt wicked 
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hypocrite : but he being conſcious 
and confident in his own integrity, 
vindicates his innocence; willing 
appeals to the tribunal of heaven, 
and deſires that God himſelf would 
condeſcend to try and acquit him. 
In the courſe of this narrative Elihu 
is introduced, as judging between, 
and correcting the wrong notions 
of Fob and his friends, and ſtre- 
nuouſly vindicating the juſtice of 
God, in his dealings with man, and 
aſſerting his power and right over 
his creatures, to whom he is not ac- 
countable, in any degree, for any 
thing that he does; and aſſuring 
them, that his conduct is always 
wife and juſt, though we do not 
fee or comprehend the reaſons and 
and fitneſs thereof. And as Fob 
had ſinned by the raſh and warm 
expreſſions, which, in the exceſs of 
his affliction and Juſtification of 
himſelf, he had ſuffered to eſeape 
him, Elibu exhorts him to humility 
and repentance. But notwithftand- 
| ng this conviction of Fob by Eli- 
s reaſonings, God himſelf was 
pleaſed to anfwer Job out of a 
"whirlwind, and reproved him fo 
ſeverely for his inconſiderate words, 
that he immediately confeffed his 
. and humbled himſelf before 
od. Aſter which, God proceed- 
ed to condemn yes friends, for 
their hard and unjuſt ſpeeches, 


which reflected much worſe than 


any thing which ob bad ſaid upon 


the divine wiſdom and juſtice; and 
at length to manifeſt forth his di- 


vine power and merey, he reſtotes 
Job to his former health and friends, 
and bleſſed him with more children 
and more wealth than he enjoyed 
before his afflictions. 
CHAP, 
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Of the Perſon of Job. Of the Author of the Book of Job. Of 
Balaam's Ag. The Hiſtory of Egypt, Amalekites, Edo- 
mites, Moabites, Midianites, and Sabæans, during this 


Period. 
8. S you mention 7eb, I ſhall 
, A * leave to 8 few queſ- 
tions about him, and the book, that 
bears his name. Was there ever 
ſuch a perſon, as is there underftood 
by Job? _— 
T. From the. uncertainty who 
25 was, ſome have taken the li- 
rty to queſtion, as I apprehend 
you do, whether he was a real per- 
ſon at all? Whether in point of fat, 
it be ſtrictly true, that there was 
ſuch a man named Job, who under- 
went thoſe trials and ſufferings, 
Which in the book that bears his 
name are recorded of him? Or, 
whether it was only an inſtructive 
and parabolical poem, deviſed and 
compoſed by ſome . devout perſon, 
on purpoſe to inſtil into the reader 
. thoſe excellent principles delivered 
in the hiſtory of this man, for the 
Fay and comfort of the diſtreſ- 
To. which I anſwer firſt, that 
Fob was a real perſon; for when 
an the Old 'Feſtament we find Jeb 
Joined with Noah and Daniel, and 
equally diſtinguiſhed for his righte- 
ouſneſs, as in the New Teſtament 
he is commended for his patience, 
it cannot with any colour of rea- 
Jon be ſuppoſed, that the ſpirit of 
God in both theſe places intended 


tom or fictitious character, inſtead 


to delude us with a mere phan- / 


of preſenting us with a real 
man. 

The very ſuppoſition that this 
book was a dramatic compoſition, 
confirms the real exiſtence of this 
holy patriarch: becauſe, as Mr. 
Warburton obſerves ( Divine Legat. 
Vol. 3. J. 6.) it was the general 
practice of dramatic writers, of the 


ſerious kind, to chuſe any illuſtrious | 


character, and well known ftory, 
in order to give the piece its due 
dignity and efficacy : therefore it is 
an abſurd, conſequence which ſome 
authors have run into, that if this 
book be admitted to be dramatical, 
therefore the perſon and hiſtory of 
Job are fictitious. 

To give you the ſeveral accounts, 
which the learned have delivered of 
the family of Job, would rather a- 
muſe than inſtruct you: ſo far as 

relates to his own perſon, we are 


reed, that he was very wealthy. 


his has even raiſed an opinion that 
Job was a prince or a king. They 


that embrace this opinion ſtreng- 


then their argument with the au- 
thority of the account of his genea- 
logy, faid to be taken from the an- 
cient Syriac, and is to be found at 


the end of the Septuagint, Arabic, 


and Vulgate tranſlations of Job in 
theſe words :— <* Job dwelt in Au- 
tis, upon the confines of Idumæa 


and Arabia, His name at firſt was 
| Jobab. 
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Jebab. He married an Arabian wo- 
man, by whom he had a ſon called 
Ennon. For his part he was the 
ſon of Zerah, of the poſterity of 
Eſau, and a native of Boxrab; fo 
that he was the fifth from Abraham. 
He reigned in Edom, and the kings 
before him reigned in this order. 
Balak, the ſon of Beor, in the city of 
Dinhabah ; and after him Job, o- 
therwiſe called 7obab. Job was ſuc- 
ceeded by Huſbam, prince of Teman ; 
after him reigned Hadad, the ſon 
of Bedad, who defeated the Midia- 
nites in the fields of Moab. Accord- 
ing to which account, ob muſt be 
contemporary with AZoſes, But o- 
thers, who have examined” this 
matter deeper, with greater proba- 
bility trace him in a direct line from 
Abraham by his wife Keturah, whoſe 
ſons by Abraham, as I told you in 
its proper place, were portioned 
out, and being ſent to ſeek their 
fortunes in the eaſt, ſettled in A 
rabia. 

As to the preciſe time of his birth; 
they ſeem to have moſt reaſon, who 
fix it about the time of Jacob's 
death, in the land of Uz, which 
was in Arabia Deſerta, bounded by 
Meſopotamia and the Euphrates on 
the north: by Syria, Pale/tine and 
Idumea, on the weſt; and by the 
mountains of Arabia Felix on the 
ſouth. - So that he might be eaſily 
plundered by the Chaldeans and Sa- 
bzans, who inhabited thoſe parts. 
And, ec 
If there be any credit to be given 
to the hiſtorian, Fob was a man of 
great probity, virtue, and religion: 
he was infinitely averſe not only to 
injuſtice, idolatry, fraud, and adul- 
tery; but he avoided all evil 
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thoughts, and even dangerous 
looks, ſo as not to allow himſelf in 
caſting a wanton or laſcivious glance 
upon a woman: he was naturally 
compaſſionate to the miſeries of the 
poor, a father to the orphan, a pro- 
tector of the widow, a guide to the 
blind, and a ſupport to the lame. 
As to his temporal eſtate, he was 
the greateſt of all the men in the 
eaſt, he had the moſt cattle, and 
the greateſt number of ſlaves, of 
which poſſeſſions the wealth of A 
rabia and Edom chiefly conſiſted. 
He was bleſſed with a numerous 
family for ſome time; and the in- 
habitants near Euphrates held him 
in great eſteem. And it is obſerve» 
able, that in the management of his 
family, he always had a particular 
regard to their conduct and beha- 
viour; when he knew they had 
given a looſe to their appetites and 
pleaſures, he ſent to them, purified 
them, and offered burnt-offerings 
for each of them, to implore God's 
pardon for them, if ſo be they had 
committed any fault againſt him. 

Now as to the book of Fob : I 
know ſome have aſcribed it to Fob 
himſelf in Syriac or Arabic; and 
ſay, that Maſes only tranſlated it in- 
to Hebrew ; while others contend 
that it was wrote by Elibu, Solomon, 
Iſaiah, &c. But as there can be no- 
thing certain gathered from the book 
itſelf, concerning its author, and no 
material objection can lie againſt its 
being aſcribed to Miſes, the beſt ac- 
counts I have met with yield it in 
his favour, 

The compoſition of this book is 
ſomewhat obſcure and difficult, on 
account of its original Hebrew be- 
ing blended with many Arabic and 
Chaldee 
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Cbaldes expreſſions. It is written in 
verſe, but the learned are not yet a- 
greed what ſort of verſes the Hebreto 
poetry conſiſts of. However, it is 
certain, that the beauty of this book 
lies principally in noble expreſſions, 
bold and ſublime thoughts, lively 
emotions, fine deſcriptions, and a 
eat diverſity of characters : ſo that 
may venture to ſay, that none of 
the ancient poetry is either more 
copious, more lofty, more ſublime, 
more diverſified, more adorned, or 
more affecting than this. And as 
to the ſubſtance and circumſtances 
of the hiſtory, they are exactly true, 
each perſon keeps-up to his proper 
character, and maintains his pecu- 
liar opinion, which he is engaged to 
defend; and the ſentiments, reaſons, 
and arguments of the ſeveral perſons 
are very fully and conſiſtently ex- 
preſſed. | 
S. For what purpoſe could Moſes 
engage in ſuch a work as this book 
of Job ? = | 
T. For the ſupport and conſola- 
tion, it is preſumed, of his country- 
men, the Jews, groaning under the 
oppreſſion. of the Egyptian bondage; 
that by a proper example, he might 
repreſent the deſign of providence, 
in afflicting them; and, at the ſame 


time, give them aſſurance and proſ- 


pect of a releaſe and reſtoration in 
due time. 

S. All this may be granted; yet 
I have heard of ſome objections, 
which I ſhould be glad to have ſol- 
ved. Does not this author ſay in his 
introduction to this hiſtory, that 
Satan came with the good angels, 
and ſtood before the Lord ? 

T. Yes: but this is not to be 
underſtood in the groſſeſt and moſt 
literal ſenſe, -as may be proved from 
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parallel ſcriptures, (1 Kings xxii. 19. 
Zech. ill. 1.) where God is pleaſed 
to accommodate himſelf to the un- 
derſtanding of men.—And probably 
the whole which this was intended 
to ſignify, is, that when Satan was 
tempting 7ob to fin, God ſaw what 
the enemy was doing, and permitted 
him to ali that holy perſon. 

S. Who were the Sabezans ? 


T. The deſcendants of Sheba, the 


grandfon of Abraham by Keturah, 
S. How ſhall I anſwer the ſeem- 
ing abſurdity and piece of ridicule, 
which ſome make of that expreſſion, 
which ſays that the wind ſmate the 
four corners of the houſe : for, ſay 
they, How can it in the courſe of 
nature be, that the wind could blow 
from almoſt oppoſite four points of 
the compaſs at once: 

7. This queſtion indeed is ridi- 
culous : and I would adviſe you to 
anſwer them by another queſtion. 
—In ſtorms, or what we call hur- 
ricanes, to which later ages have 
been no ſtrangers, Can any of thoſe 
objectors tell, whether the wind 
comes directly from one point of the 
compaſs, or from ſeveral, at one and 
the. ſame time? The heathen poet, 
1 Zn. ,was'ſo well ſatisfied, of the 
propriety. of this expreſſion, that in 
his deſcription, of a ſtorm, he men- 
tions three winds attacking the ſea 


at once : 


Una euryſque, notuſque ruunt, cre- 
berque procellis | 
Africus TED 

S. Who were thoſe friends of 
Job, that bore ſo hard upon him in 
the days of his affliction? 

T. They were princes, or chief 
men in the land: Eliphaz, the Te- 
manite, was the grandſon of Eſau, 
and ſon. of Teman, who dwelt in a 

e city 


neren 
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city of the ſame name in Idumæa, 
not far from the confines of Arabia 
Deſerta.— Bildad, the Shuhite, was 
deſcended from Shuah, the ſon of 
Abraham and Keturah.-— Zophar, 
the Naamathite, was alſo probably 
of the ſame family ; but this is not 
ſo certain. The Septuagint make 
him a king of the Minoites. Elibu 
was the grandſon of Bua, the ſon 
of Nahor, and lived in the ſouthern 
parts of Meſopotamia, and of the 
kindred of Ram, or Aram, alſo Na- 
hor's grandſon, from whom the 
Aramites or Syrians are deſcended. 

S. What does Fob mean, when 
he ſays that. he has ſeen God ? 

T. This is not meant of ocular 
demonſtration, for God is invilible: 

herefore, he means, that with the 
eyes of his mind, or underſtanding, 
he had a perfect knowledge of the 
power, providence, and goodneſs of 
God 


S. I am fully ſatisfied as to theſe 
particulars relating to Fob ; but J 
defire, before we follow the Iſrae- 
lites into Canaan, that you will clear 
up ſome parts in the hiſtory of Mo- 
ſes, which I have ſome difficulty to 
account for. How can God be ſup- 
poſed to have made Balaam's aſs to 
ſpeak, as the hiſtory ſets forth; and 
how can we aſſent to it; and what 
reaſon can be affigned for it ? 

T. Balaam had reſiſted all the ad- 
monitions of God; and having his 
head and heart full of expectations 
from the journey, he roſe up early 
in the morning, without waiting for 
Bala#'s meſſengets to call him, but 
went himſelf to them, acting there- 
in contrary to God's expreſs orders, 
for which reaſon he ſent his angel 
to ſtand in the way, for an adver- 


fary againſt him. By the mouth of 
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this angel however, God permitted 
him to go, as knowing that his 


journey would tend to his confuſion, 
and the manifeſtation of his people's 
glory. Here therefore, God cauſes 
the beaſt whereon he rode to re- 
prove him, to bring him to a juſt 
ſenſe of his crime, and to deter him 
from the wicked purpoſe of his heart, 
and determination to do all the harm 
he could againſt the children of 
Iſrael. St. Peter aſſures us that the 
fact is true, as related by Moſes ; 
and though we could not aſſign a 
ſufficient reaſon why God thought 
fit to work this miracle, yet we can- 
not from thence preſume to infer 
that it was never wrought. - And 
with regard to the manner how God 
might make Balam's aſs ſpeak; 
conſider, if a muſician, by the dif- 
ferent touches he gives an inſtru- 
ment, is able to make it expreſs a 
great variety of notes, even to ſound 
like a human voice; certainly the 
moſt ſevere philoſophy will nevet 
deny God the power to make crea- 
tures, though naturally deftitute of ' 
reaſon and ſpeech, pronounce ar- 
ticulate and rational words.—The 
voice indeed came out of the-aſy's 
mouth, bat not as the effect of the 
creature's own underſtanding.” Her 
tongue was miraculoufly moved, not 
by any innate and voluntary power 
ſo to move it; and it ſpake what it 
was moved to utter, without any 
connection of her words and ſenti- 
ments, and without any underftand- 
ing of thoſe words, which the utter- 
ed upon this occaſion. 

By this miraculous ſpeech of the 
aſs God intended, no doubt, not 
only to reprove Balaam, but to con- 
vince the pitpces of Moab, whio are 


ſuppoſed to accompany the prophet, 
L | how 
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how eaſy a thing it was for him, 
who had opened the mouth of this 
dumb creature, to ſtop the mouth 
of its owner, or to direct his words 
to what purpoſes he pleaſed ; and to 
give them this as an inſtance of the 
weakneſs and impotence of the man 
in whom they confided, to con- 
quer the people of God, when, 
with all curſes and imprecations, he 
could not get the better of a poor 
brute, and much leſs then of a peo- 
ple ſo immediately undet the divine 
protection. | | 

S. What is meant by God's {wear- 
ing in bis wrath ? | 

7. God cannot take an oath, or 
ſwear, as men do. But he is re- 
preſented as making uſe of human 
forms, words and phraſes, in con- 
deſcenſion to our capacities: So that 
when God is ſaid to ſwear by his 
name, his life, Sc. he means no 
more than to give the very ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances, that he is reſolved to be 
true to his promiſe, and declares the 
thing to be as certain, and as ſurely 
to be depended upon as his own be- 
ing or attributes are; making uſe 
of this awful and ſolemn manner of 
ſpeaking, to make deeper impreſſi - 
ons, and to beget a fuller confidence 
in the hearers, than can be expected 
from a bare declaration. arc! 
Nor can God be faid properly to 
be angry: but as the ſcripture aſ- 
cribes hands, eyes, and feet to God, 
only to ſignify that he has a power 
to execute all thoſe acts, to which 
theſe members are ſo very ſubſer- 
vient in us: ſo the ſame ſcripture 
repreſents him as affected with the 
like paſſions, that we feel in our- 
ſelves, when we are angry or pleaſ- 
ed; to inform us, not that any ſuch 
paſſions can be inherent in the divine 
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nature; but that God will as cer. 
tainly puniſh the wicked, as if he 
were inflamed with the paſſion of 
anger or revenge; and as infallibly 
relieve and reward the good, as we 
do thoſe, for whom we have a'ten- 
der compaſhon and affectionate love. 
Conſequently, it is only by way of 
analogy, and compariſon, that the 
nature and paſſions of men are aſ- 
eribed to God. th 

S. Have any heathen authors con- 
firmed any part of this ſacred ſtory ? 

7. I might again put you in mind, 
that all the law - givers that appeared 
after Moſes, pretended to a famili- 
arity with ſome deity, in order to 
give credit and ſanction to their in- 
ſtitutions and laws. You may ob- 
ſerve alſo, that there is a great re- 
ſemblance between the Caduceus of 
Mercury and Aaron's rod, which 
became a ſerpent in the ſight of Pha- 
raoh and of all his court. Aaron, who 
was employed as a meſſenger from 
God to Pharash, and an interpre- 
ter for Moſes, was born in Egypt, 
which, very probably is the reaſon 
why the Heatbens feign, that Mer- 
cury was the meſſenger and inter- 


preter of the gods, and born alſo in 


Egypt. 173 | 

The ſtory of Balaam and his afs 
is avouched by the ancient Oriental 
writers; and it is no unreaſonable 
conjecture, to ſuppoſe this miracu- 
lous incident gave riſe to the fiction 
of many. other brutes, upon leſs 
momentous occaſions, accoſting or 
ſpeaking to their maſters, and even 
to one another. 

Nor is it at all unlikely that it is 
owing to ſome traditionary account 
of the brazen ſerpent, that Æſcula- 
pius, the god of phyſic, was wor- 
ſhipped under the form of a ſerpent 

an 
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The Hiſtory of Egypt, &c. withih this Period. 1 45 


and that ſome Indians to this day fix 
a wreathed ſerpent upon a perch, 
and adore it every morning? 

S. Who ſucceeded in Egypt, af- 
ter the overthrow of Pharaoh Ame- 
nophis in the Red-ſea ? 

T. His fon Seſo/tris, who had al- 
ready diſtinguiſhed his princely qua- 
lifications by the conqueſt of Ara- 
bia; and was engaged in the reduc- 
tion of Afric to the Egyptian yoke, 
when he was recalled by his ſub- 

s, to take poſſeſſion of the throne 
of his deceaſed father. Upon his re- 
turn he found his country in a moſt 
lamentable ſtate, both in regard to- 
ſtrength and proviſions. Yet tho' 
nothing but famine might be ex- 
pected, he reſolved to execute the 
ſcheme 'of univerſal] conqueſt, in 
which he had made fo conſiderable 

rogreſs. He tried all means to 
render himſelf popular and belov- 
ed; and, as want ſtared them in 
the face at home, he preſently found 
himſelf at the head of a numerous 
army, conſiſting of 600,000! foot, 
24,000 horſe, and 27,000 Chariots, 
which after the government was 
ſettled, and the adminiſtration com- 
mitted. to the management of his 
brother Armais, under certain poli- 
tical and prudential limitations, he 
led againſt the Ethiopians, whom he 
made tributaries to Egypt. Then 
having fitted out two fleets of tall 

ſhips, he ſent one ſquadron into the 
Mediterranean ſea, and conquered 
Cyprus, the ſea-coaſts of Phænicia, 
and ſeveral of the Cyclades: and by 
the other ſquadron, in the Arabian 
gulph, he ſubdued all that ſhore. 
After his return from theſe con- 
queſts he undertook an expedition 
into ia; in which he was afraid 


to attack the //raelites in the wilder - 


neſs, whom God ſo viſiblyprote&- 
ed ; but proceeded directly agai inſt 
Gen which without oppoſition 
ſubmitted to his yoke, paid an an- 
nual tribute, and received Egyptian 
governors into all their principal 


towns; and in a ſhort time he car- 


ried his arms over all ia, and part 
of Europe. He croſſed the Ganges, 
traverſed all India, as far as the Eaff- 
ern ocean. He ſubdued the Scythians, 
as far as the river Tanars, which di- 
vides Europe from Afia : And hav- 
ing ſubdued that fide of ia, he was 
now penetrating into the heart of 
Thrace in Europe, when either the 
want of proviſions, or ſome other 
diſcouragements in ſodeſert a coun- 
try; or rather, an account of the 
news that his brother Armaist had 
done every thing againſt theiragree- 
ment, and uſurped the crown, 
obliged him to return to Egypt. 
Where, after a providential eſcape 
from the treaſon of his brother, and 
having diſbanded his army, he ſpent 
the reſt of his days in building tem- 
ples in every city in Egypt, in raiſing 
vaſt mounts or hills of earth, to 
which he removed the cities, that 
had before too low a ſituation j and, 
by digging canals from Memphis to 
the ſea, he contributed much to the 
pleaſure, trade, and proſperity of his 
country and people. He alſo forti- 
fied his frontier towns, and built a 
wall from Pelu/ium through the de- 
ſerts, as far as Heliopolis, which is 
at leaſt fifteen hundred furlongs, to 
defend the eaſt ſide of Egypt againſt 
the irruptions of the 2 and 
Arabians. 

His pride led him to craft! two 
obeliſks of poliſhed marble, an hun- 
dred and twenty cubits high, on 


which was inſcribed an account of 
L 2 the 
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the extent of bis empire, the value 
of his revenue, and the number of 
the nations which he had conquered. 

The ſame love of fame was the 
cauſe of his building a ſhip of two 
bundred and eighty cubits long, all 
of cedar, gilded all over with gold 
without, and lined quite through 
with filver within. But his ambi- 
tion ſhewed itſelf moſt in obliging 
four or more of his tributary kings 
to be yoked in his chariot, and to 
draw him, inſtead of horſes, on cer- 
tain occaſions. But he was cured 
of this piece-of arrogance before he 
died, by a keen reflection of one of 
thoſe kings, whom, obſerving him 
with great ſtedfaſtneſs looking back 
upon the wheel, he aſked the fubject 


of his thoughts on that occaſion, — 


To which the tributary anſwered— 
„ The going round of the wheel, 
« king, calls to my mind the 
% viciffitudes of fortune : for, as 
every part of the wheel is upper- 
« moſt and lowermoſt by turns, fo 
it is with, men, who one day fit 
% ona throne ; and, on the next, 
4s are reduced to the vileſt degree 
& offlavery.” Which wrought ſo 
upon the king, that he left off that 
inhuman practice. Theſe accounts 
of this prince I give you from Dio- 
dorus and Herodotus, the: Heathen 
hiſtorians. 

. I thall detain your no longer, 
than till you give me the hiſtory of 
the Amalekites, Edomites, Wan 
and Midianites? 

T. The Amalckites were the firſt 
that attacked the //raelites after they 
had croſſed the Red-jea. They were 
the deſcendants of Amaleh, the fon 
of Eliphaz, by his concubine Timna, 
which £E/:phaz was the: firſt-born 
of Eſau. Their country lay between 
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Egypt and Paleſtine, bounded by 
Canaan to the north ; by Egypt, or 
ſome of its tributaries, to the ſouth ; 
by Edom, or the land of Seir, to the 
eaſt ; and by the ſea towards the weſt. 

Their religion degenerated from 
that of the houſe of Abraham to the 
idolatry of the Edomites. They were 
ſuperior to their neighbours in pow- 
er and greatneſs ; and, if we may 
judge from the fituation of their 
country, they were not leſs regard- 
ed for their trade or commerce. 
Their form of government was mo- 
narchical, and che people were bold 
and daring. 

The Edomites were the deſcend- 
ants of Eſau, or Edom. Their an- 
cient kingdom, when in its meti- 
dian, was bounded on the north by 
the land of Canaan and the Salt. ſea; 
on the ſouth, by the Arabian gulph; 
on the eaſt, by the land of Midian; 
and, on the weſt, by the kingdom 
of Amal. The natives were a 
bold and courageous people, jealous 
of their privileges, and always rea- 
dy to maintain them. 

As to their religion they ſoon felt 
into idolatry ; and if it be certain, 
that Job lived amongſt them, there 
will be no reaſon to doubt, that the 
invention and uſe of conſtellations 
in aſtronomy, the art of writing, the 
art of navigation, and many other 
parts of truly uſeful knowledge, were 
begun and improved in this nation. 

Their civil government ſuffered 


various revolutions. In the time of 


the Horites, who very early inhabit- 


ed this land, each family was go- 


verned by its own patriarch, or head. 
But Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, 


having ſubdued them, their conſti- 


tution was changed into an elective 


monarchy, Under which form Eſau 


and 
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Of the Moabites, Midianites, &c. 


and his family lived for ſome time z 
when it was again divided, by his 
intereſt, into ſeveral little indepen- 
dent principalities or dukedoms. 
This kind of government devolved 
at lat wholly into the hands of E- 


ſau's poſterity, who were ſtiled ab- 


ſolute dukes of Edom; and, being 
eleven in all, at the approach of the 
{ſraelttes, choſe a ſovereign to head 
them againſt all their enemies. 

The Moabites were deſcended 
from Moab, the ſon of Lot, by his 
inceſtuous commerce with the elder 
of his daughters. Their country 
was bounded on the eaſt by the de- 
ſerts of Arabia; on the weſt, by the 
mountains that lie eaſt from the 
Dead-ſea; on the north, by the 
country of the Ammonites, the de- 
ſcendants of Lot by his younger 
daughter; and, on the ſouth, by the 
brook, or little river Zerid, which 
runs into the Dead-ſea, being in all 
about 40 miles ſquare. 

Their religion had alfo become 
worſe and worſe, till they practiſed 
the idolatry of their neighbours; and 
they worſhipped their falſe gods with 
ſuch monſtrous and obſcene cere- 
monies, as are not fit to be named; 
and even dared to offer human vic- 
tims to their principal idols Chemoſh 


and Baal-Peor. Their government 


was regal, and their country had 
been much diminiſhed by Srhon, 
king of the Amorites, who took from 
the Moabites all that part of their 
kingdom, as far as the north of the 
rivet. Aron. 

This kingdom was anciently in- 
habited by the Emims, which in the 
Hebrew ſignifies Terribles; a great 
and powerful people, of extraordi- 
nary ſtrength and ftature, deſeend- 
ants of Ham, and of the ſame gi- 
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gantic race with the Anakims and 
Rephaims. | 
The Midianites take their name 
from Midian, the fourth ſon of A. 
braham by Keturah his wife. Theſe 
people, in the early ages of the 
world, were confounded with the 
Iſbmaelites; and ſoon after ſeem to 
be conjoined with the Moabites, as if 
they had been one nation, which 
ſeeming commixture however was 
no more than a miſtaking the Mi- 
dianites, that border upon the Mo- 
abites on the north, for Moabites ; 
and the Midianites, that lived in the 
ſouth of their country, for mar- 
lites their neighbours. For though its 
boundary on the eaſt is uncertain, 
yet on the weſt it was contiguous 
to the land of Edom; on the north, 
to the country of Moab; and, on 
the ſouth, to the Red-ſea. 
Their religion was idolatrous in 
the northern parts of their country; 
but Jethro, who lived in the ſouth, 
and worſhipped the God of heaven, 
ſhews that they til] retained ſome 
part of the religion of their forefa- 
thers.—As to their government, it 
appears, from many circumſtances, 
to have been ariſtocratical rather 
than monarchical, in the hands of 
many petty, princes or dukes ; yet 
following the example of the Eds 
mites at the approach of the //rae- 
lites, they united themſelves under 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, and be- 
came his feudatories, though they 
were a numerous and rich people: 
but then, as their buſineſs was alto- 
gether grazing and merchandiſe, and 
they lived chiefly in tents, unpro- 
vided with any places of ſtrength, 
and much given to vanity, riot and 
exceſs, they were an eaſy prey to any 
force that inclined to invade them. 
' 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XD. 


The Hiſtory of Joſhua, containing his Government and Wars with 
the Canaanites. The Paſſage of the Iſraelites over Jordan. Of 


the City and Siege of Jericho. 
niſhment, 


The Sin of Achan, and his Pu- 


Of the Gibeonites, and their Conqueſt by Joſhua, 


How Joſhua divided the Land of Canaan among the Iſraelites, 


The Government ſettled in theſe new Conqueſts by Joſhua, 


The 


Death of Joſhua, and his Character. Who was the Author of 


the Book of Joſhua. 
Thummim. 


Ss, D ID Foſhua march immedi- 


ately over Jordan after the 
time of mourning for Moſes was ex- 
pired ? 

T. Joſhua was ſenſible of the great 
loſs he had in the death of Maſes, 
and of the great danger which might 
follow a precipitate march againſt a 
numerous and powerful people, who 
were well acquainted with the in- 
tended invaſion by the Iſraelites; 
and had not only fortified their 
towns, but united their forces from 

ifferent nations, to give them bat- 
tle; and therefore he did not move 
immediately, till he had taken ſome 
neceſſary precautions; nor indeed 
till God appeared to him in the 
ſanctuary, and commanded him to 
go over Jordan with all the people, 
with a promiſe of ſucceſs in all their 
undertakings.— Be ſtrong, ſays the 
Lord to Jaſbua, and of a good cou- 
rage; be not afraid, neither be thou 
diſmayed; for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whitherſoever thou goeſt. 
ITY Did Oo obey the voice of 


T. He Jrmedionely ordered his 
officers to make proclamation to the 
whole hoſt, as alſo to the Rewbenttes, 


Godites and Manaſſites, to prepare 


The Hiſtory of Rahab, Of Urim and 


for their expedition over Jordan 
within three days. 

S. Did the people obey this order 
of Foſhua e 

They with one conſent an- 
ſwered Joſbua, ſaying, All that 
thou commandeſt us we will do, 
and whitherſoever thou ſendeſt us 
we will go. According as we heark- 
ened unto Moſes in all things, fo 
will we hearken unto thee.” 

S. What precautions were they 
that Jaſbua had taken? 

7. He had ſent out two ſpies, 
who have been ſuppoſed to be Caleb 
and Phineas, to Jericho, that by their 
report of the country round about 
it, and the ſtrength of the city, he 
might be more able to know how to 
approach and attack it. 

S. What report did theſe ſpies 
bring to Jaſbua? | 

T. They informed him that they 
had been diſcovered as they were go- 
ing to the inn, and of the meaſure 
that Rabab their hoſteſs (for that 
is the meaning of the word harlot 
in the original) took to ſecure them 
from thoſe that were ſent to ſeize 
them, - till opportunity ſerved them 
to eſcape; that they had in reſpect 
of this kindneſs to them aſſured . 
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chat ſhe and her family ſhould be 
preſerved when the city ſhould fall 
into the hands of the Iſraelites. 
That ſhe alſo told them of the ge- 
neral dread and pannic which ſeiz- 
ed the people of the country and 
city, from the time of the ſraelites 
conqueſt of Sihon and Og + And that 
being let down over the wall of the 
city, from a window in Rahad's 
houſe, they had eſcaped to the moun- 
tains ; ſhe having direCted the men 
of Jericho, their purſuers, to the 
fords of Ferdan; that 2fter three 
days, having ventured down to the 
fords, they had found the paſſage 
clear, and were come back ſafe. 
They alſo told Jeſbua, they were 
firmly perſuaded, that the Lord has 
delivered into their hands all the 
land; for that all the inh?! itants of 
the country fainted becauſe of us. 

S. What did Jaſbua upon this fa- 
vourable report? 

T. He marched from Shittim ear- 
ly next morning to the eaſt fide of 
the river Jordan, which was about 
ſeven miles. 


S. Did the Renbenites, Gadites, | 


and Manaſſites, accompany Fe/hua 
on this occaſion? 

7. Forty thouſand of them did. 
The reſt, about 60,000 more, were 
left to defend their new conqueſts 
againſt any attempts which might 
be made, had the whole body paſſed 
over. 

S. What was the order of their 
march over Jordan? 

T. As ſoon as the army was come 
within a ſmall diſtance of the place 
where they were to croſs the river, 
Joſhua commanded the prieſts, bear- 
ing the ark, to lead the way, and 
directed each tribe to follow, in the 


Of the Ifraclites Paſſage over Jordan. 


15 I 
order in which they were uſed to 
march. When the prieſts were got 
into the middle of the channel, there 
they were ordered to ſtand fill, till 
the whole multitude were gat "ſafe 
to the other ſhore, 

S. Why is this river called Fer- 
dan ? 

T. Some derive this word from 
the Hebrew For, i. e. a ſpring, and 
Dan, a ſmall town near the ſource of 
this river, which riſes at Phiala, an 
hundred and twenty furlongs from 
Cæſarea Philippi, a little on the 
right-hand, and not much out of the 
way to Trachonitis. It paſſes thro” 
a cave called Panion, and from that 
cave it croſſes the lands and fens of 
the lake Semechon; and, running 
120 furlongs more, it paſſes under 
the city Julias, which is Bethſaida 3 
and ſo over the lake Genneſareth, 
or Tiberias; and then running a 
long way through a deſert, it emp- 
ties itſelf into the lake Aſphaltites, 
or Dead-ſea. 
courſe quite from the northern to 
the ſouthern boundary of the Heoly- 
land. Its banks are covered with 
buſhes and trees, which give ſhelter 
to lions, and other wild beaſts :- to 
their being obliged to leave that ſi- 
tuation, at the times thoſe banks are 
overflowed, that paſlage of the pro- 
phet alludes, he ſhall come up like 


a lion from the ſwellings of Fordan, 


Fer. xlix. 19. 

S. What other direQions did Jo- 
/hua give on this occaſion ? 

T. The night before they march- 
ed, he enjoined them to ſanctify 
themſelves,by waſhing their cloaths, 
avoiding all impurities, and by ab- 
ſtaining from matrimonial inter- 
courſe, And to commemorate this 
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miraculous and ſafe paſſage thro” that 
part of the river, where no body had 
ever paſſed before ; and which, at 
this yery time, was much ſwelled by 
haſty rains, &c. He commanded 
before they had crofled the river, 
that twelve great ſtones be taken 
thereout, and ſet up in the midſt of 
the channel, where the prieſts ſtood; 
and alſo twelve more to be brought 


from the midſt of Jordan, by a man 


out of each tribe, to be ſet up in 
Gilgal, the place where the army 
ſhould lie the enſuing night, 

S. How did the waters of Jordan 
divide and ſeparate to admit of this 
paſſage of the Iſraelites? 

T. As ſoon as the prieſts feet 
touched the river, the ftream in- 
ſtantaneouſly divided; the waters 
above, or towards the head of Jor- 
dan, miraculouſly rolling-back as far 
as the city Adam, near Zaretan, 
which was fituate towards the ſouth 
of the ſea of Cinnereth or Galilee ; 
and thoſe below continuing their 
courſe towards the Dead-ſea : fo 
that there remained a dry paſſage for 
about 18 miles, till all the army was 
paſſed over. And then the waters 
from above returned again, and 
flowed over all their banks as before. 
This happened on the 10th day of 
the 1ſt month, in the 41 year after 
their coming out of Egypt. 


S. Where did they encamp that 


night ? | 
T. At a place, afterwards called 
Gilgal, about two miles caft of Je- 
. þ þ . 


9. 
S. Where did Jeſbua order the 
twelve ſtones taken out of Jordan to 
be placed? . ga. 
T. I told you before in'Gilga!, fo 
called in memorial thai God had now 
2 3 X * 
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taken away their reproach of the 
Egyptian ſervitude, and performed 
his covenant, by bringing them in- 
to the land of promiſe. And there- 
fore that camp was called Gilpal, 
which ſignifies rolling, or taking 
away. 

8. a Fords march immediately 
againſt Jericho? 

F. 
time at Gilgal; where he renewed 
the rite of circumciſion, which had 
been intermitted near forty years, 
and kept the paſſover on the 14th 
day of the month. During which 
time the manna ceaſed, and the J/- 
raelites eat of the corn of the land of 
Canaan. During Foſhua's ſtay here, 


and while he was taking a ſurvey 


of Jericho, in order to concert the 
beſt way to approach and attack it, 
there ſuddenly appeared to him a 
perſon cloathed in armour, and 
ſtanding at ſome diſtance, with a 
drawn ſword in his hand. Undaun- 
ted at this unuſual fight, Jeſbua ad- 
vanced, and demanded of what party 
he was ; the viſion replied, that he 
was for the hoſt of Iſrael, whoſe 
captain and guardian he was, and 
directed him how to take Jericho. 

S. What account have we of the 
city of Jericho? | 

T. It wasacity of Canaan, about 


ſeven leagues from Feruſalem, and 


two from Jordan. Moſes called it 
the city of palm-trees, becauſe they 
were very numerous thereabouts ; 
alſo balſam-trees, whoſe liquor was 
much eſteemed by the ancients, 
The plain of Jericho was formerly 
watered by a rivulet, that was ſalt 
and bitter, till the prophet Bliſba 
made it ſweet; by which miracle 
the z Jacent country became avs 
f 0 


o; he ſtayed a conſiderable 5 
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' moſt fertile land in thoſe parta 


The city was walled round, and for- 
tified with ſtrong gates. 

S. What was the form of the 
ſiege? 

T. The army marched round the 
city ſix days ſucceſſively, with ſe- 
ven prieſts, with trumpets of rams 
horns in their hands, going before 
the ark; on the ſeventh day, after 
they had made the ſame proceſſion 
ſeven times, Jo/hua commanded the 
prieſts upon a ſignal given to them 
to blow a long blaſt with their 
trumpets, and the people on a ſud 
den gave a loud ſhout in token of 
their aſſurance of victory, and the 
walls of the city inſtantly fell flat to 
the ground ; and the {ſraelites en- 
tered, and putevery man, woman, 
child, and beaſt to the ſword, ex- 
cepting Rahab, and ſuch relations 
as ſhe had taken under the -pro- 
tection of her roof, according to 
the ſtipulation made with her by the 
ſpies; then they burned the city, 
Joſbua adding this prophetic impre- 
cation — Curſed be the man before 
the Lord, that raiſeth up and build- 
eth this city Jericho; he ſhall lay 
the foundation thereof in his firſt- 
born, and in his youngeſt ſon ſhall 
he ſet up the gates of it. 

S. Was this prophetic impreca- 
tion ever fulfilled ? 

T. In the days of Ahab, king of 
Ifraei, Hiel the Bethelite, taken with 
the beauty of its ſituation, rebuilt 

ericho; but not without this mark 
of the divine diſpleaſure ; for he 
laid the foundation thereof in Abi- 
ram his firſt-born, and ſet up the 
gates thereof in his youngeſt fon 
Seguby (1 Kings xvi. 34.) Hows 
ever; God proceeded no further a- 
gainſt the new inhabitants; for it 


of the ſpoil. and retain it for his 
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became ſo ſamous afterwards, that 
in the days of the laſt kings of Ju- 
dah it was inferior to none, but Je- 
ruſalem. Here Herod the Great built 
a royal palace, in which he died; 
and it was adorned with an hippb- 
dromus, or riding-ſchool, where the 
ewiſh nobles were taught the great 
rſe, and other arts of chivalry ; 
it alſo had an amphitheatre, and o- 
ther magnificent buildings. It was 
the dwelling-place of Zaccheus, and 
was honoured with the preſence, 
and ſome miracles of Chrife. 

S. Is this city yet ſtanding ? 

T. No: for the treachery of its 
inhabitants, during the ſiege of Je- 
ruſalem, provoking the Romans to 
deſtroy it, it was never after re- 
built ; though there was another 
city of that name, founded in thoſe 
parts, which does not appear to have 
been of any account or bigneſs ; 
and, at preſent, is dwindled into a 
poor, naſty village of the Arabs. 
'The ruins of the two former cities 
are ſtill to be ſeen by thoſe that tra- 
vel that way. 

S. Did the Hraelites ſave nothing 
in the deſtruction of Jericho? 

T. Yes: they preſerved the fil- 
ver and. gold, and ſuch veſſels of 
braſs and iron, as were fit to be put 
into the treaſury of the houſe of the 
Lord. 

S. Did none of the -/fraclites take = 


private uſe? 

T. Yes: one Achan, the ſon of 
Carmi, the ſon of Zabai, the ſon 
of Zerah, who was the ſon of 

„took privately: a Baby- 

niſþ garment, which ought. to 

have periſhed in the flames; and 

likewiſe ſecreted ſome of the filver 

_— 
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voted and conſecrated to the fervice 
of God. | 

S. How was Achan detected 
therein: | 
T. This crime brought upon / 
rael the anger of the Lord, which 
manifeſted itſelf in their bad ſuc- 
ceſs in their attempt againſt the lit- 
tle city Ai, or Hai, which was ſi- 
tuate on the eaſt of Bethel, about 
twelve miles from Jericho, and 
four from Bethel. Three thouſand 
men, whom Jeſbua ſent to reduce 
this place, were put to flight, and 


about thirty-ſix killed in their re- 


treat. This defeat, how ſmall ſo- 
ever, ſtruck ſuch a damp upon the 
people's courage, that Zo/bua was 
forced to have recourſe to God, 
who was graciouſly pleaſed to an- 
ſwer him (by Uri, as he ſuppoſed) 
that his commands relating to the 
ſpoil of the city Jericho, had been 
facrilegiouſly infringed, and or- 
dered the offender to be put to 
death, and directed him to a method 
ho to diſcover who he was. Jo- 
ſhua then called all the tribes toge- 
ther before the tabernacle; where, 
by caſting the lot firſt upon the 
tribes, and ſo proceeding from the 
tribe to families, from family to 
houſholds, and from houſhold to 
the particular perſons in that houſ- 
hold, Achan was taken, and con- 
feſſed that he had ſecreted a royal 
garment, a wedge of gold, and two 
bundred ſhekels of filver, which he 
had hid in the midſt of his tent. 

S. How was he puniſhed ? | 

T. He, and his ſons, daughters, 
cattle, tent, and all his moveables, 
were brought into the valley, which 
from him was afterwards called 4- 
char; where he, with his family, 
was ſtoned to death, and all his 
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goods and chattles were burnt, The 
people ever after called him Achar, 
or the troubler of Iſrael. 

S. Did the {fraelites make a ſe- 
cond attempt upon Ai? 

7. After Achan had thus ſuffered, 
and the divine juſtice was appeaſed, 
God orders Jaſbua to march again 
againſt Ai, and promiſed him ſuc- 
ceſs; and to encourage the ſoldiery, 
allowed them the plunder that ſhould 
be taken in that expedition. 

S. How did Joſhua attack. this 
city ? | | 
T. He detached 30,000 men 
from the camp; five thouſand of 
whom were ordered to form an 
ambuſcade between Bethel and Ai, 
and upon a ſignal to be given, 
(which was a ſpear, with a banner 
upon it) they were directed to enter 
the city, and ſet it on fire; while 
he, at the head of the army, feigned 
an attack upon the city on the op- 
polite fide. The king of Ai ſallying 
out with all his troops to meet Jo- 
ſhua ; the Ifraelites, at the firſt on- 
ſet, gave way and fled, and thereby 
drew all the men out of the city in 
purſuit of them, ſo far as to give 
the ambuſcade an opportunity to 
ſurprize the town, which they ac- 
cordingly effected: and as ſoon as 
Jaſbua ſaw the city in flames, he 
faced about, and charged the ene- 
my very briſkly ; who thinking of 
retreating, and ſeeing their city in 
flames, were ſo diſpirited, that they 
had neither power to fight nor to 
fly, and being attacked in the rear 
at the ſame time by the ambuſcade, 
they were all cut to pieces: the 
victorious; army enters the city, 
makes a ſpoil thereof and of their 
cattle, and puts every human crea- 
ture to the ſword, to the A 
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The League with the Gibeonites. 


of twelve thouſand, except their 
king, whom they hanged on a gib- 
bet, and buried under a heap of 
ſtones at a gate of the city. The 
news of theſe ſucceſſes, and terrible 
ſlaughter, ſo alarmed the other 
kings on that fide Jordan, that, ex- 
cept the Gibeonites, they entered 
into a league for their mutual de- 
fence. 

S. What did 7Jo/bua after this 
victory? 

T. Having nothing now to fear 
from the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood, he ordered the Hraelites 
to decamp from Gilgal, and draw 
near mount Ebal; where he was to 
read the law, with the bleſſings 
and curſes annexed thereto, and 
build an altar unto the Lord, ac- 
cording to the inftructions he re- 
ceived from Mſes, and write upon 
the ſtones thereof an abridgement 
of the covenant between them and 
God. Here therefore he ordered 
the ark to be ſet in the midſt be- 
tween mount Ebal and mount Ge- 
rixim; and, having offered ſacrifices 
on the altar, he divided the people 
into two companies, and ſet one 
half on Ebal, and the other half op- 
polite to them on mount Gerizim, 
and then cauſed the. curſes and bleſ- 
ſings to be openly and ſolemnly 
pronounced, and read himſelf to 
them all the precepts of the law; 
all the congregation, both men, 
women, children, and ſtrangers, 
devoutly attending. | 

S. Why did not the Gibeonites 
enter into the alliance with theig 
neighbours againſt the //raelites ? 

T. The Gibeonites foreſeeing the 
common deſtruction that was haſt- 


ening upon them, endeavoured by 


/bua, and all the princes of the con- 


3 
a ſtratagem to gain a peace with 
the Hraelites. 

S. What was their ſtratagem? 

T. They ſent ambaſladors to 
Joſhua, who feigned, that they 
came from a people in a diſtant 
country, to defire peace and alli- 
ance with {/rael : and to give a co- 
lour _ thereto, they produced their 
bread, now grown mouldy, by the 
length and diſtance of their jour- 
ney ; their leather bottles, their 
cloaths and ſhoes, worn out by the 
way; and flattered their vanity, by 
pretending to come ſo far to culti- 
vate their friendſhip; by this plau- 
ſible ſtory, and their profeſſing, 
moreover, a great regard for the 
God of heaven, who had done ſo 
great things for Iſrael, the fame 
whereof had reached them, they 
met with little delay or oppoſition 
to their requeſt; and an alliance 
was ratified between them by Jo- 
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gregation. 
S. Did the Iſraelites ſoon diſco» 
ver this impoſition put upon them 

by the Gibeonites? | 
T. Yes: they diſcovered the 
impoſture within three days after: 
and when it was known that they 
were near neighbours, and ſome of 
the very people whom Jaſbua was 
commiſhoned to deſtroy, the 4 
raelites began to murmur - againſt 
their princes for their indiſcretion, 
and were for having the league can- 
celled ; but as it was confirmed by 
a ſolemn oath, they refuſed to break 
it: Foſhua, however, ſent for ſome 
of the chiefs of the Gibeonites, and 
expoſtulated with them the cheat; 
and informed them, that notwith- 
ſanding their lives and hp © 
3 4 - 
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de ſaved, becauſe of the ſolemn 
league between them, the deter- 
mination of the princes was, that 
they ſhould remain in a ſtate of 

tual ſervitude and tribute to 
the Jſraelites;'to which they ac- 
quieſced. „ 

S. What account can you give 
me of this nation of the Gibeon:tes ? 

T. The Gibeonites were deſcend- 
ed from the Hivites, the old inha- 
bitants of that country, and poſ- 
ſeſſed the cities of Gibeon, Chephi- 
rab, Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim. — 
They continued always ſubject to 
the impoſitions laid upon them by 
_— and though they were 

ithful to the Iſraelites, Saul, thro? 
a miſtaken zeal of extirpating all 
the remains of the Canaanites out 
of the land, deſtroyed a great num- 
ber of them; which cruelty was 
frſt puniſhed from heaven with a 
famine for three years in Iſrael, and 
then by the deaths of two of Sau!'s 
ſons which he had by Rizpab, and 
of five ſons of Merab, Saul's daugh- 
ter by Adriel, whom David, by the 
advice of the prophets, delivered 
up to the Gibeonites to be hanged, 
as an atonement for the blood of 
their brethren. 

From this time there is no fur- 
ther mention of the Gibeonites, as 
a ſeparate and diſtinct people; be- 
ing,as is generally ſed, chang- 
ed into the name of Nethinims, who 
were public ſlaves appointed for the 
uſe of the temple, under the prieſts 
and Lui... 

S. Which was their chief city? 
T. Gibron, of Gabaa, a City built 
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Chron. xxi. 29, 30. that the taber- 
nacle and altar of burnt facrifices, 
made by Moſes in the wilderneſs, 
were removed to this city, where 
Solomon went to offer ſacrifices be- 
fore the temple was built. 

S. How did the neighbouring 
ſtates reliſh this ſeparate treaty and 
alliance of the Gibeonites with Jo- 
Hua? 

7. The confederate princes be- 
ing informed thereof, reſolved to 
be revenged of them for their de- 
ſertion of the common cauſe, and 
marched againſt them with their 
united force, and fat down before 
their city. 

S. Did they ſucceed in their at- 
tempt ? 

T. No: for the Gibeonites ſend- 
ing for help to Joſhua, he imme- 
diately marched the choice of all the 
troops of Iſrael, and by their ex- 
pedition, and favour of the night, 
ſurpriſed and attacked the kings 
early in the morning, put them to 
flight, and purſued them as far as 
the deſcent to Bethoron with great 
deſtruction, t their kings pri- 
ſoners, whom hung upon five 
gibbets. * 

S. Did God ſeem to approve of 
this expedition by any viſible tokens 
of his favour ? 

T. Yes: for he firſt put the ar- 
my of the conſederates into diſorder 
by a great ſhower of tones, which 
flew a great number of them; and 
then in the purſuit, at the prayer 
of Foſhua, he cauſed the ſun and 
moon to ſtop their courſe inthe fir- 
mament, that the day might not 
Cloſe in, till the Hruelites had to- 
tally routed the army of theſe kings. 

S. How ean you account for this 
alteration in the courſe of m_— 
It 
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T. It was indeed very miraculous : 
but, if he who makes a clock, af- 
ter diſordering its motion, can ſet 
it to rights again; ſo much more 
eaſy may we imagine it to be to the 
omnipotent power of God, who 
created theſe two great lights, to 
ſuperſede, or direct their motions ; 
and poſſibly, by ſnortening the night 
as much as the day was lengthened, 
the whole natural day, contiſting of 
24 hours, was of equal length, as 
at other times : ſo that there is no 
need to ſuppoſe, that an extraordi- 
nary body of light, repreſenting 
the ſun, was placed in the heavens : 
beſides, the prophet Habaktkuk re- 
preſents it as a thing really done 
Hab. iii. 11.) 

S. How many a attacked 
Gibeon ? 

T. Five: Atdoni-nedeb, king of 
Teruſalem: Hobam, king of He- 
bron : Piram, king of Farmuth : 
Japbia, king of Lachiſb ; and De- 
bir, king of Eglon ; with their ar- 
mies. 

S. Where were theſe kings ta- 
ken priſoners ? 

T. In a cave near Makkedah ; 
where they endeavoured to conceal 
themſelves, about eight miles di- 
ſtant from Eleutberapolis, a free 
city, built ſince the deſtruction of 
1 and frequently noted 

uſebins and Jerom as 'a point 
— whence 3 meaſure the di- 
ſtances of other places. 
8. What were thg conſequences 
of this victory ? 

T. The firft and immediate ad- 
vantage of this ſucceſs, was the ſur- 
render of the city Matkedan : and 
then that of 'Libnah, Lachiſb, Gezer, 


Eglin, Hebron, Debir, and all the 


hill-country lying in the ſouth part 
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of Canaan, and all the vale country 
adjoining to the ſaid hills, and a- 
bounding with ſprings, even from 
Kadeſb-barnea, which lay on the 
ſouthermoſt coaſt of Canaan, to 
Gaza, or its territories, (which lay 
in the ſouth-weſt corner of Canaan, 
and belonged to the Phalifiines, 
who poſſeſſed all the weſtern coaſt 
of Canaan lying on the Maditerra- 
nean ſea from Gaza to Ekron, none 
of which wasconquered by Jeſbua) 
were taken by the {/razlites, and all 
their inhabitants were put to the 
ſword, and their kings hanged 
up, before Fofbua returned to the 
camp at Gilgal. Thus ended 
Jaſbua's ſecond and glorious cam- 
paign. 

S. Did Jeſbuas purſue his con- 
queſts any further ? 

7. He continued in his camp 
without entering on any freſh ac- 
tion, till he was informed that ſe- 
veral of the princes of the north of 
Canaan, had united. their forces, 
and, with a numerous atmy of 
300090 foot, 10000 horſe, and 
2000 : Chariots, accor to the 
computation of Joſephus, were in 
full march to give him battle. 

S. What ſervice could chariots 
be of in this expedition? 

T: They were in great uſe inthe 
battles of the ancients, . as may be 
ſeen in every author that treats of 
martial exploits. — The beam to 
which the horſes were faſtened, was 
armed with ſpikes with iron points, 
which projected for ward: the yokes 
of the horſes had two cutting fal- 
chions of three cubits length: the 
axle - trees had fixed to them two 
iron ſpits, with ſeythes at their ex- 
tremities : the ſpokes of the wheels 
were armed with javelins, and the 


very 
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very fellowes with ſcythes, which / to the neceflity of death or ſlavery, 


tore every thing they met with to 
ieces. The axletrce was longer, 
and the wheels ſtronger than uſual], 
that they might be the better able 
to bear a ſhock, and the chariot 
leſs liable to be overturned. The 
charioteer was covered all over 
with armour, and ſeated in a kind 
of tower made of very ſolid wood, 
about breaſt high; and ſometimes 
men well armed'were put into the 
chariot, and fought from thence 
with darts and arrows. | 
S. Did Foſbua go to meet this 
great army? We: 
T. Yes: and engaged them near 
the waters of Merom, which fome 
ſuppoſe was near to the lake Seme- 
chon, between the head of Jordan 
and the ſea of Galilee, not far from 
Hazor, the capital of Fabin, who 
was one of the kings that was at 
the head of the confederacy againſt 
the ſraelites. | / 
S. What ſucceſs had Fo/bua? 
T. He ſurprized this great army; 
put them to flight; hamſtrung their 
horſes ; burnt their chariots; pur - 
ſued them as far as the great city 
Zidon and Mizrephoth-maim, weſt- 
ward, and to the valley of Miz- 
pah, eaſtward : and having collect- 
ed and drawn off his forces from 
the purſuit, he advanced towards 
Hazor, and having taken it, he 
hanged up Fabin, and put all the 
inhabitants to the ſword, and burnt 
the city to the ground. He alſo 
took the other cities, which he 
made a ſpoil of, and put the inha- 
bitants to the ſword, 
S. Did none of theſe Canaanites 
eſcape the ſword of Iſrael? 
T. No doubt, but numbers of 


them, who ſaw themſelves drove 


endeavoured, and did eſcape into 


other countries. And, if it be con. 


ſidered, that this country bordered 
upon the coaſt of the Mediterra. 
nean ſea, and that the Phœniciant 
were maſters of the ſea coaſts, by 
whoſe aſſiſtance the Canaanites 
might make their eſcape into what 
parts they pleaſed : and how it is 
certain that the Phænicians are re- 
corded to have, about this time, 
ſent out a vaſt many colonies; we 
muſt either ſuppoſe the Phonicians 
to be much more populous, than ſo 
ſmall a country could poſſibly be; 
or the greateſt part of theſe colo- 
nies ſent out in their name, muſt 
be preſumed to be the refugees of 
Canaan, who made their eſcape by 
ſhipping to all the coaſts which lay 
round the Mediterranean and AX 
gean ſeas, and even to other parts 
of Europe, Afia, and Africa. 

S. How far did theſe-conqueſts 
of the Iſraelites extend: | 

. From mount Halak, that 
joins to Seir, or the country of 
Edom, ſouthward, to Baal gad 
in the valley of Lebanon, under 
mount Hermon, northward. 

S. How long was Jeſbua in mak- 
ing theſe conqueſts ? 
7. It cannot be thought that he 
was leſs than fix or ſeven years in 
making theſe great atchievements; 
becauſe God had ſaid, I will not 
drive them out before thee in one 
year, leſt the land become deſo- 
late, and the beaſts of the field 
multiply againſt thee: by little and 
little will I drive them out before 
thee, until thou be increaſed, and 


inherit the land, (Exod. xxiii. 29 


30.) 


O. . 
S. Did Jaſbua compleat his con- 
queſis 
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Canaan divided among the Wradlites. 


queſts in the deſtruction of Fabin 
and his confederates? 

T. No: for he did not finiſh this 
campaign, till he had utterly de- 


ſtroyed all the Jnakims, or men of 


gigantic ſtature, that inhabited the 


mountains, and razed their cities; 


whereby the 1/raelites were brought 
into quiet poſſeſſion of the whole 
land, according to all that the Lord 
had ſaid unto Moſes. 


S. Were the Anakims intirely 


deſtroyed on this occaſion? 

T. All that were found in the 
conquered countries: but ſome few 
fled, and took refuge in the land of 
the Philiſtines. 

S. Were there no remains left of 
the ancient inhabitants, beſides the 
Gibeonttes or Hivites ? 

T. Ves; for though theſe nations 
and kings of Canaan were brought 
under the ſubjection of, and made 
tributary to the //raelites, yet they 
were not totally extirpated, as God 
had ordered them; many of them 
ſtill remained in the land, particu- 
larly the Jebu/ites, who remained 
unſubdued till the time of David 
and Solomon; when, and not till 
then, all the territories of the Ca- 
naanitet were conquered and brought 
under the government of the Jews. 
They who remained till that time, 
were left as thorns in the ſides of 
Vrael, by whom God often puniſh- 
ed them for their ſins ; as he did al- 
ſo by the ſtrong and warlike Phi- 
liflines, the Moabites and Ammo- 
nites, and the kings of Mieſopo- 
tamia. 

S. How many kings did Jaſbuæ 
defeat and put to death? 

T. He ſubdued and divided the 
land of one and thirty kings. Here 
it will be proper to obſerve, I hat 

theſe kipgs ruled over ſo many in- 
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ferior branches of the ſeven nations, 


- which God had promiſed to give 


the children of Iſraele and though 
they were independent of each o- 
ther, they were rather titular than 
real kings; none of them having 
any great number of ſubjects under. 
their command, and perhaps a few: 
cities only with their dependencies. 
So that when we read in fcripture,- 
of kings, princes, dukes, and na- 
tions, in thoſe early times, we ought 
to limit our ideas within due bounds, 
and not to imagine, that theſe titles 
muſt neceflarily ſignify as high de- 
grees of power and honour, as the 
words in uſe now do. 

S. What were the names of the 
31 kings on the weſt of Jordan; 

T. The kings of Jericho, Ai, 
Feruſalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, La- 
chiſh, Eglen, Gezir, Debir, Geder, 
Hormah, Arad, Libnab, Adullam, 
Makkedah, Bethel, Tappuah, He- 
pher, Aphek, Laſbaron, Madon, Ha- 
zar, Shimron-meron, Achſhaph, Taa- 
nach, Megiddo, Kedeſh, Fokneam of 
Carmel, Dor, of the nations of Gil- 
gal, or-Galilee, and of Tirzah. 

S. Did Joſhua live to conquer 
the remaining part of the land, 
which God had promiſed to the 
deſcendants. of Abraham? -. 

T. No: but after God had told 
bim, that all the country of the 
Phili/tmes, lying on the borders of 
the Mediterranean fea fouthward, 
and all the territory of the city Ge- 
ſburi, in the N. E. of Canaan ; 
even all the land from the rivulet 
Sihon, which divides Canaan and 
Egypt to the borders of Etroꝝ north- 
ward, a country which originally 
belonged to the Caananite, but poſ- 
ſeſſed by five petty princes, or lords 
Gazathites, Aſhdothites, E ſbkalonites, 
Gittites, and Ekronites, with a mix- 

ture 
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ture of Avites, who were the ancient 
inhabitants of that country: and 
that all the land of the Canaanites, 
properly ſo called, which reached 
from the Philiſtines on the ſouth, 
and extends along the coaſt of the 
Mediterranean ſea, as far as Mea- 
rab of the Sidonians, the extremity 
of Canaan northward, unto Aphek 
eaſtward; and ſo to the borders of 
the Amorites and Grbites : and that 
all the country of Lebanon, from 
Baal. gad, on the eaſt, to the con- 
fines of Hamath on the weft: and 
that all the inhabitants of the hill 
country, from Lebanon to Miſre- 
photh-maim, and all the Sidonians 
living more weſt of the ſaid inhabi- 
tants of the hill country, tho? as yet 
unconquered, ſhould be ſubdued un- 
to the Hraelites in due time, if they 
would be conſtant in their duty to 
him. He added, that tho' he did not 
chuſe to let theſe parts of Canaan, 
laſt mentioned, to be now actually 
by the Hfraelites; yet, it 
was his pleaſure that Jeu, ſhould 
proceed to divide the nine tribes, 
and the half tribe of Manaſſeh by 
lot, both what was conquered, and 
what. remained yet to be conquered, 
by them in the land of Canaan. 
S. How did Jehua perform this 
command? 
T. He firſt ſettled the Reubenites, 
Gadites, and Manaſſites, on the eaſt 
ide of Jurdan; and their bounds 
extended from 8. to N. from the 
river Arnon to mount Hermon, and 
from E. to W. from the country 
of the Ammonites, to the river For- 
dan; he then proceeded to divide 
the country on the weſt ſide of Jor- 
dan; and the tribes of Aber, Naph- 
tali, Zebulun, and Tſſachar, were 
allotted the northern parts thereof; 
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Ephraim, and the half tribe of Ma. 
naſſeb, the middle parts; and Ju- 
dah, Benjamin, Dan, and Simeon, 
the ſouthern parts; ſo that the 
full extent of their poſſeſſions reach- 
ed from Dan to Beerſheba. By 
which, the promiſe made by God 
470 years before, was accompliſhed. 

But to reſcue this diviſion from 
ſome objections and cavils, let it 
be obſerved, that Jebus, or * 
lem, poſſeſſed by * Jagel, 4. 
partly in the tribe ot Judah, and 
partly in that of Benjamin ; though 
David afterwards made Feruſalem 
the principal city of the tribe of Ju- 
dab, and the feat of his empire. 
Secondly, it will be proper to re- 
member, that in this diviſion, Jo- 
ſhua allots to Caleb, who was of the 
tribe of Judah, the city of Hebron, 
and the adjacent territory thereof, 
within the diviſion of Fudah, which, 
with the town of Debir, were ta- 
ken before Foſhua died; the reca- 
pitulation therefore which is made 
of the taking of theſe two places, 
after the death of Joſbua, muſt not 
be accounted a contradiction, as 
ſome have pretended. "Thirdly, the 
city Timnah-ſerah, in mount E- 
phraim (it may be without any 
ſpecial regard to the number of his 
ſamily) was yielded by common 
conſent, as a peculiar portion to 
Joſhua, who was of the tribe of 
Ephraim, on account of his great 


ſervices. And laſtly, it is worth no- 


tice, that as the tribe of Levi was, 
from this time, diſperſed in certain 
cities among all the tribes, ſo they, 
for the moſt part, - followed the 
name of the tribe, among whom 
they ſojourned. Thus we read of a 
Levite in the tribe of Judah; of 
another in the tribe of Ephraim; 

becauſe 
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The Government 
becauſe the one dwelt within the 
limits of Judah, and the other of 
Ephraim, | 

S. Did the Canaanites that re- 
mained permit to the [/raelites a 
quiet poſſeſſion of the land, accord- 
ing to this diviſion ? 

T. In ſome parts they did ; but 
in others they contended with them: 
for, though Hebron, whoſe name 
was before Kirjath- Arba, and Debir, 
formerly called K:rjath-ſepher, or 
the univerſity or ſeat of learning, 
were allotted to Caleb; yet he could 
not obtain poſſeſſion of theſe cities, 
till he, aſſiſted by Othniel his ne- 
phew, had driven the Anatims from 
their holds ; for which ſervice, Ca- 
leb gave Othniel his daughter Ach- 


ſah in marriage, and dowered her 


with ſeveral ſprings, that lay con- 
venient to her huſband's eſtate. 
Nor could the whole tribe of Ju- 
dah ever drive the Febufites out of 
eruſalem, among whom they lived 
to the time of king David. Nor 
could the Ephraimites diſpoſſeſs the 
Canaanites from Gezer, but only 
made them tributaries: ſome alſo 
continued among the Mana ſſites. 
S. Where was the raelitiſb 
camp all this time? 72 
T. At Gilgal; but as ſoon as the 
children of Judah and Foſeph had 
received their allotment of the land 
of promiſe, Joſbua led them to Shi. 
lob, and there ſet up the tabernacle, 
where it continued. till the days of 
Samuel, As Shilob was ſituate al- 
moſt in the centre of Canaan, it was 
the moſt convenient place for the 
tribes to reſort to ; and was alſo the 
ſafeſt place for the reſidence of the 
tabernacle, being guarded by Ju- 
dah, and the children of Jeſeph, 
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two of the moſt powerful bodies o 
the Iſraelites. 

Here the ſeven tribes, who had 
not as yet drawn their. lots, en- 
camped, till that was done, and 
their territories aſſigned to all their 
ſatisfactions. After all things were 
thus regulated, Fo/bua called toge- 


ther the Reubenites, Gadites, and 


half tribe of Manaſſeh, who had 
now ſerved almoſt ſeven years as 
auxiliaries in the wars of Canaan; 


and having acknowledged that they 


had duly executed the condition 
which they had promiſed Moſes, in 
accompanying their brethren, and 


helping to ſubdue the land, and 


commended their courage and fide- 


lity; he now exhorted them to con- 


tinue ſtedfaſt in their duty to God, 
and recommended to them to diſtri- 
bute, among their brethren at home, 
a ſhare of the rich booty they had 
taken from the Canaanites; and 
having bleſſed them, he gave them 
an honourable diſmiſſion. 

S. Did Jaſbua give up all autho- 
rity over theſe tribes on the eaſt of 
Jordan? | | 

T. It cannot be ſuppoſed that he 
did; and, if we may credit the Sa- 
maritan chronicle, when he ſent 
them away, he appointed Nephiel 
to be his deputy or lieutenant over 
the two tribes and a half, on the 
other ſide Jordan. It ſays, more- 
over, that Zona cloathed him with 
a royal robe, ſet a crown on his 
head, and made him ride on a horſe 
of ſtate, with a herald going before 
him, and proclaiming, This is the 
king of the two tribes and an half, 
the preſident of juſtice, the director 
of affairs, and the general in the 
camp. Let his determination 
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concluſive: in all difficult cauſes 
let him deſite an anſwer from Elea- 
zar the high · prieſt; and if any one 
{hall . contradit his ſentence, or 
withdraw from his allegiance, it 
ſhall be lawful for any one to kill 
that man, and the whole congre- 
gation ſhall be blameleſs. 
. By what name was their coun- 
try afterwards called ? 
T. Gilead, from Gilead, the fon 
of Machir, and grandſon of Ma- 
naſſeh. 
S. Did the [frazlites in Canaan 
preſerve a good correſpondence and 
affection for theſe their brethren, 
ſettled on the caſt fide of Jordan? 
T. Yes; but by a mere accident, 
it had like to have happened other- 
wile : for the Reubenites, on their 
-arrival on the other fide of Fordan, 


erected an altar of memorial near 


the place where they and their bre- 
thren had miraculouſly paſſed over 
the river. It had been repreſented 
to Foſbua, that this new altar was 
intended for idolatrous worſhip, for 
the two tribes and a half; and that 
they had reſolved to forſake the 
worſhip at the altar, which had been 
ſet up with the tabernacle at Shi- 
lab, and which was ordered by God, 
for that time, to be the common 
place for burnt-offerings, and other 
ſacrifices to all the tribes. This 
account ſo enraged the tribes who 
were with Joſhua, that they im- 
mediately took up arms for the 
vindication of the worſhip of the 
true God, and to avenge this de- 
fection on the chief authors of it; 
but before proceeding to extremi- 
ties, they deputed Phineas, with 
ten other perſons of eminent di- 
ſtinction, to inquire into the fact; 
and being thereby informed by the 


Reubenites, Gadites, and Mana ſſitet, 
of their innocence of any idolatroug 
intention; and that this altar wag 
not erected for any religious uſe, 
but only as a memorial to ſucceeds 
ing ages, that though they were 
parted by Jordan from their bre- 


thren, yet being of one extraction 


and religion, they had an equal 
right to the altar at Shiloh with 
them z and to prevent their lateſt 
poſterity from being excluded from 
it ; and that this new altar was call- 
ed by them Ed, or a witneſs be- 


| tween the other tribes and them, 


that the Lord was their God al- 
ſo; the deputies returned ſatisfied 
with this account, and aſſurance of 
their upright intention, and peace 
and good harmony was reſtored be- 


tween them. 


S. What was that form of go- 
vernment called, under which the 
Jfraelites lived ? 

T. It was properly a theocracy, 


or divine government; for, as Mo- 


ſes, ſo did Jaſbua all his days, rule 


them from time to time, according 
to God's immediate appointment. 
The ſame may be affirmed of the 
Judges, who were no other than 
God's deputies, or vicegerents over 
his people /ſrael. God was truly 
their king, made laws and ſtatutes, 
eſtabliſhed rewards and puniſhments 
to inforce the obſervance of them, 
and gave orders and direCtions in 
all matters of moment, out of the 
Sbechinab, or pillar of glory men- 
tioned before, during the life of 
Moſes ; and by the oracle of Urim 
and Thummim in the days of Jo- 
ſhua-and his ſucceſſors, in the go- 
vernment of /ſ/rael: for, tho* the 
Iſraelites provoked, and, as it were, 
rejected God from bcing their im- 

mediate 
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mediate governor, by ſetting up 
Saul to be their king; yet Solomon 
is ſaid to fit on the throne of the 
Lord, and the kingdom of his poſ 
terity is called the kingdom of the 
Lord. | 

When Meſes delivered the laws 
of God to the 1ſrazlites, he did it 
in ſuch a ſtrain of high authority, as 
pointed out the fountain from 
whence they did flow. His pro- 
miſes of bleſſings to the obedient, 
and denunciations of curſes on the 
diſobedient ; and the very manner 
in which the commandments were 
delivered with thunderings, light- 
nings, &c. ſpake forth the theo- 
cracy of God. 
The {frazlites, who were a ſelf- 
iſh and ſtubborn generation, and 
inclined to murmur againſt God, 
on every appearance of diſtreſs, 
muſt have been well perſuaded of 
God's immediate government of 
them, or itis ſcarce poſſible to be- 
lieve that they would ever have 
ſubmitted to that burthenſome rite 
of circumciſion, or to thoſe coft! 


and troubleſome ſacrifices ; with 


the numerous precepts about eat- 
ing, waſhing, uncleanneſs, pur- 
gations, &c. or to the ordinance of 
the ſabbatical year, which, obliging 
them neither to ſow their ground, 
nor prune their vineyards, expoſed 
them to the greateſt hazard, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, and caſt them in- 
tirely upon the providence of God 
for two years together: but God 


was not only their lawgiver, he 


was their captain-general alſo, if I 
may be permitted to uſe that term, 
ſpeaking of God. His ſpecial go- 
vernment of the //raelites never ap- 
peared more fully than in their tri- 
umphs under his divine providence, 
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Was not the rod of God, in the 
hand of Moſes, a military ſignal of 
ſucceſs in their firſt martial exploit 
and victory over the Amalekites at 
Rephidim? Did not an angel direct 
e in the taking of Jericho? 

ere not the ſhowers of ſtones, 
which fell upon the enemies of I/ 
rael, and the ſtanding ſtill of the 
ſun and moon, to give 7oſhua a 
longer time to purſue and deſtroy 
Aqdoni-bezek and the four kings his 
confederates, irrefragable proofs of 
God's immediate ſuperintenden- 
cy over his people? 

God alſo acted the part of a 
judge in the Hebrew republic, as in 
the diſpute between Moſes, Aaron, 


and Miriam; in the caſe of the 


daughters of Zelophehad, When 
the blaſphemer was brought before 
Moſes, he was kept in cuſtody till 
the will of the Lord could be 
known. And indeed it would be 
needleſs to multiply inſtances of this 
kind, when it is certain that Moſer 
and Joſbua conſulted God in all 
difficult caſes; and it is as apparent, 
that God was always ready to give 
an anſwer, not only to theſe prime 
miniſters, but to all that ſucceeded 
in Moſes's chair; when he was 
conſulted to puniſh thoſe that tranſ- 
greſſed againſt his laws; to inſtruct 
thoſe who had any ſcruples about 
the ſenſe of his ordinances 3 and to 
determine thoſe that were in ſuſ- 
pence about any important under- 
taking. 

S. How long did Jaſbua govern 
theſe people in the land of Canaan? 

T. About twenty-hve or twenty- 
ſix years, from the time they paſſed 


over Jordan. 9 


S. Did he perform any remark- 
able exploits after the building of 
M 2 the 
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the altar at Shiloab, and the diſmiſ- 
ſion of the two tribes and a half? 

T. Sacred hiſtory makes no fur- 
ther mention of him for ſome time, 
till, it is probable, about nineteen 

ears after, and in the laſt year of 
his life, he, at ſeveral times, is 
ſaid to have ſummoned the elders 
of all Irael to attend him, either at 
his own ſeat Sechem, or at Sbilobh; 
and having pathetically reminded 
them of all the mercies and bleſſings 
they had experienced from the 
Lord, from the days of Abraham 
and in the time of Moſes, and un- 
der his adminiſtration ; he exhorted 
them to continue ſtedfaſt in their 
obedience to God's laws; threat- 
ened them with ſevere vengeance 
in caſe of their apoſtacy, and re- 
newed their covenant with God in 
very ample and fignificant terms, 
which covenant he not only record- 
ed in the book of the law, but ſet 
up u great ſtone near the ſanctuary. 
as a teſtimony againſt them, in caſe 
they ſhould prevaricate from God's 
fervice: ſoon after this he died in 
the 110th year of his age. 

S. Pray give me a ſummary ac- 
count of this great man's atchieve- 
ments and character? 

T. He was the ſon of Nun, or, 
as. the Greeks ſtile bim, Jeſus the 
_ fon of Nave, and of the tribe of 
Apbraim. He was born in the 
year of the world 2460. His ori- 
ginal name was Hoſea, or ſaviour, 
which Moſes changed into Jaßbua, 
i. e. the ſalvation of God, or he 
will fave. He firſt ſignalized his 
valour in the defeat of the Amale- 
kites. He was ſo dear to Moſes, 
that he took him very high into the 
mount, when he was ordered by 


God to receive the law upon Si- 
nat. 

The care and cuſtody of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation was 
committed to him. He was very 
ſolicitous and zealous for the au- 
thority of Moſes ; and having ob- 
ſerved two perſons, who propheſied 
in the camp, before Moſes had laid 
his hands on them, he informed 
him thereof. He was at the head 
of the deputation of thoſe that were 
ſent by Moſes to reconnoitre and 
ſpy out the land of Canaan; and 
he only and Caleb made a juſt re- 
port of the inhabitants, and the 
fruitfulpeſs of the foil, for which 
God preſerved them both, and 
brought them into the land of pro- 


mie, but cut off all thoſe that 


miſrepreſented the fame, or would 
not believe their report. 

When Moſes was near his end, 
Joſhua was appointed by God to 
ſucceed him in the government of 
his people; and Moſes was com- 
manded to lay his hands on him, 
and to communicate to him part of 
his ſpirit and glory. To which of- 


fice he accordingly ſucceeded ; and 


led the people proſperouſly into the 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, 
where he ſubdued thirty-one kings 
of the Canaanites, and took all their 
ſtrong holds, put the inhabitants to 
the fword, and enriched his own 
people with the fpoil and wealth of 
the enemy. | 

He was a man of great political 
prudence, and endued with a pe- 


culiar happineſs of popular eloquence 


in expreſſing his thoughts; he was 
brave and indefatigable in war, and 
no leſs juſt and dextrous in peace; 
was a perſon thoroughly nee 
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for all great purpoſes, and ſucceed- 
ed Moſes in the prophetic, as well 
as civil miniſtry. 

S. Did he write that book that 
goes under his name in the Old 
Teſtament ? 

It is generally accounted his; 
and in the 26th verſe of the laſt 
chapter, it is expreſly ſaid, that he 
wrote theſe words; the Chriſtian 
church and the ſynFogue have al- 
ways accepted of it az canonical 
and Jeſbua was the only ſacred 
penman, we know of, that the //- 
raelites had in his age. 

The time in which Jaſbus di- 
geſted this book, was probably af- 
ter the diviſion of the land, when 
it is ſaid that he had many years of 


great leiſure, beginning at Deut. 
xxxiv. where the work of Moſes 


ended, and concluding at the 27th 
verſe of the xxivth chapter of 7o/hua ; 
for the remainder of this chapter is 
with good reaſon aſcribed to Sa- 
muel, who was employed to record 
the ſubſequent ſtate of the affairs 
of Iſrael. | 
. I have been told that 76h 
is the author of more writings than 
are contained in this book ? 
T. The Samaritans have a book 


under his name, but it is filled with 


ſuch an infinite number of fabuloys 
and idle ſtories, that no credit can 
be given its authority ; it deſcribes 
a war as Carried on by him againſt 
Saubec the ſon of Haman, king of 
Perſia ; records one Terfico, of the 
tribe of Ephraim, to have been his 
ſucceſſor ; includes what concerns 
the judges and kings of Judah, Jad- 
Aus, and Alexander the Great, and 
the ſiege of Feruſalem. by Adrian; 
theſe, with other ſuch incongruities, 


and modern hiſtories, plainly de- 


monſtrate this Samaritan book to 
be a fiction. | 

S. Was Joſhua married? 

T. It does not any where appzar 
that he either had any children, or 
that he was married, 

S. Where was Joſhua buried ? 

T. At Timnath-ſerah, in mount 
Ephraim, on the north fide of the 
hill Gab. 

S. Who was the high-prieſt at 
his death? | 

T. Eleazar; who, it is thought, 
much about the ſame time, buried 
the bones of Jeſeph, which the I/ 
raelites brought out of Egypt, as he 
had deſired, in the burial-place 
bought by his father Jacob of the 
ſons of Hamor, near the city of 
Shechem. + | 

S. How long did Eleazar live 
after Jaſbua? 

T. He died ſoon aſter, and was 
buried in one of the hills on mount 
Ephraim, called, after his ſon, the 
hill of Phineas; either becauſe Phi- 
neas had taken it from the Canaan- 
ites, and ſo had it yielded to him 
by common conſent, in reward of 
his zeal and courage; or was given 


to Eleazar, as being the high- prieſt, 


that he might be ſeated near to the 
tabernacle at Shiloh, and to the re- 
ſidence of Jaſbua. 

S. Let me now review what has 
been recorded in this book; and 
permit me to inform myſelf of ſome 
particulars, which Lam not as yet 
fully ſatisfied in. What reaſon can 
there be aſſigned, why the Ca- 
naanites were amazed and trembled, 
and melted away for fear, as it is 
ſaid, at the approach of the 1/rae- 
lites ? | 

T. They had not only heard 


what great things God had done 
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for the 1/raelites from the day that 
Moſes demanded their liberty, at 
Pharash's court; but the vaſt heaps 
of waters piled one upon another, 
while the Iſraelites paſſed over Jor- 
dan, it may be preſumed, made 
thoſe that faw them dread the ſame 
puniſhment, which befel the E- 
riant in the Red-ſea, and made 
them ſeek their refuge and ſecurity 
within the walls of Fericho, inſtead 
of oppoſing or maintaining 'their 
Paſs againſt them. — And no won- 
der that fear ſhould ſeize and over- 
come a people whom the Lord of 
all the earth had not only devoted 
to deſtruction, but gave ſuch viſible 
and amazing proofs of his immediate 
Aid and wiſdom aftifting and con- 
ducting the HMraelites in all their 
ways till their arrival on their bor- 
ders to ſubdue them. 

S. Was Rahab a common proſ- 
titute, or what is now commonly 
underſtood by an harlot ? 

T. No: for though in ancient 
times there was great affinity be- 
tween an hoſteſs and a proſtitute, 
'or an harlot, yet both the words 
made uſe of by the Chaldee para- 
phraſt, ſignify no more than a wo- 
man that kept a public houſe, with- 
"out any ſort of infamy ; and the 
apoſtle's ranking her with Abra- 
ham, and her marrying Salmon, a 

rince of Judah, by whom ſhe 
Bad Baaz, the father of Obed, who 
was the grandfather of David the 
king, by which ſhe makes a part 
in the line of Chriſt's genealogy, 
will by no means permit us to con- 
clude her to be an harlot, as that 
word is now commonly underſtood. 

S. What had the Canaanites done 
to deſerve ſuch ſevere treatment by 


God's appointment? 


T. The author of the book of 
Wiſdom tells us, that God hated 
them for doing moſt odious works 
of witchcraft, and wicked ſacri- 
fices, for their mercileſs murdering 
of children, devouring of men's 
fleſh, and feaſting upon blood, even 
after he had given them ſufficient 
notice of his intended ſeverity a- 
gainſt them, if they would not re- 
pent. 

S. Was God's command utterly 
to deſtroy the Canaanitiſb nations? 

T. Not abſolutely; but at leaſt 
it was rather a permiſſion than a 
command, 'and ſhould be under- 
ſtood with this limitation, unleſs 


they immediately ſubniitted, re- 
nounced their idolatry, and com- 


plied with every thing that was en- 
Joined them, | 

S. What am to underſtand by 
the Urim and Thummim, which 
the Iſruelites were directed to con- 


ſult? 


T. According to the learned Mr. 
Mede, the Urim was the oracle, 
whereby God anſwered thoſe that 
conſulted him in difficult caſes; and 
Thummim was the oracle, whereby 
the high-prieſt knew whether God 
did accept the ſacrifice or no. By 
the former the Jetos received the 


will of God; by the latter they 


were aſſured of his favour and good 
acceptance. However this be, the 
oracle depended upon a certain 
virtue, which God was pleaſed 'to 
give to the breaſt-plate at its conſe- 
cration, whenever the high prieſt 
ſhould put it on in order to aſk 
counſel of him, in the manner he 


had appointed ; not for any private 


perſon or affairs, but only for go- 
vernors and the public wel. 


8. In 
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S. In what manner did they con- 
ſult by Urim and Thummim ? 

T. The high-prieſt put on his 
robes and breaſt-plate, preſented 
himſelf without the veil in the holy 
place, with his face directly before 
the ark or mercy-ſeat, whereon the 
divine preſence reſted, and pro- 
nounced the matter ; the perſon for 
whom he was to aſk, ſtanding at 
ſome diſtahce behind him without 
the holy place. To which an an- 
ſwer was returned with an audible 
voice from the mercy-feat, which 
was within behind the veil. This is 
confirmed by the practice of Moſes, 
Aaron, and Eleazar, and is called, 
Enquiring at the mouth of God. 


S. How then could it happen 


that the [/raelites ſhould ever be 
outwitted, as particulatly in the 
caſe of the Gibeonites ? | 
T. In this they did not afk coun- 
ſel of the mouth of the Lord; ſo that 
their own unadviſedneſs is only to 
be blamed, and not the inſufficiency 
of the means, which God had ap- 
pointed for their better informa- 
tion. 


S. How long did this method of 


conſulting the Lord exiſt ? 


T. During the time of the He- 


brew theocracy, and no longer: 


for, after the kingdom became he- 
reditary in the perſon and family of 
Solomon, and Iſrael was divided in- 
to two monarchies, the oracles of 
Urim and Thummim are ſuppoſed 
to have ceaſed; ſo that from the 
building of Solomon's temple, this 
oracle was never reſtored again. 

S. Why did not God give the 
Tfraelites full poſſeſſion of Canaan? 

T. The children of [raet were, 


as yet, too few in number, to cul- 


tivate and repleniſh the whole coun- 


try, (Exod. xxiii. 29, 30.) God 
alſo intended, by keeping ſome of 
the Canaanites in a ſtate of defence, 
to make trial of his people's obe- 
dience, (Judg. ii. 21, 22.) and to 
train up them, and their poſterity, 
for ſome ages, in military diſei- 
pline, (Judg. iii. 1, 2.) It is to 
be obſerved alſo, that as God pro- 
miſed to give them all Canaan, ,on 
condition that they ſhould abſtain 
from the idolatrous worſhip, and 
intermarrying with the people of 
thoſe nations; ſo when they broke 
their part of the obligation in both 
theſe particulars, God, inſtead of 
being bound to perform his part, 
ſaw it neceſſary, in order to pre- 
ſerve them ftom a total apoſtaſy and 
defection, to continue ſome re- 
mains of the Canaanites, aud to 
make them inſtruments, from time 
to time, of his chaſtiſing their dif- 
obedience; till the days of David 
and Solomon, when God, by ex- 
tending the dominion of rhoſe kings 
from Feruſalem to the great river 
Euphrates, proved that he Was 
mindful of his promiſe, as well as 
able to fulfil it. Nag 
S. Is this hiſtory of Joſhua taken 
notice of by any heathen authors?” 
T. His paſſage over Jordan oh 
dry ground, and curſing Jericho, 
are thought to be alluded to in the 
ſtory of Neptune's drying up the 
river Inathus, and Agamemnon 
curſe againſt wy * that ſhould 
repair Troy. cules's war in be- 
balf of the gods againſt the giants, 
correſponds with Taſbua's fighting 
the battles of the Lord againft the 


Canaanitts; as does alſo his war 
againſt the ſons of Neptune; and the 
ancient poets” diſcover a tradition 
of the miraculous ſtanding ſtill of 
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the ſun at the ſight of the unnatural 
murder which Atreus committed; 
and by the ſtory of Phaeton, and 
other ſuch like fictions, probably 
founded upon the true hiſtory of 
Jaſbus. It is worth obſervation, 


The Hoty B1BL t explained. 


that the time of Phaeton's life na- 
turally falls in with the year of the 
ſun's ſtanding ſtill in the days of 
Joſbua, which was An. M. 2554, 


when Phaeton was about twenty- 


four years old. 


— 


— "I. * 
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. CHAP. XIII. | 
Of the Government of the Iſraelites, after the Death of Joſhua, 


their Viftories and Congqueſts. 


Their Idolatry and Micah's 


Images. The Benjamites extirpated by their Brethren, the Iſ- 
raelites. Chuſhan-Priſhathaim ſubdues the two Tribes and a 


Half. Othniel delivers them, and governs Iſrael. 


They fall 


away from God, are ſubdued by the Heathens, and delivered 
at ſeveral Times by the Judges, Ehud, Deborah, Barak, 
Gideon, Sc. Of Ruth, and of the Uſurpation of Abimelech, 


g. I'D Joſhua appoint or leave 
any ſucceſſor in the govern- 

ment of 1/rae! ? , 
T. There does not appear from the 
ſcripture account that any perſon 
was appointed either by Jaſbua him- 
ſelf, or by God, to ſucceed him in the 
chief government of the people, in 
the ſame manner as he was appoint- 
ed by God to be the ſucceſſor of 
Moſes. But the Samaritan Chro- 
nicle tells us, that Jaſbua in the laſt 
aſſembly he held, nominated twelve 
chiefs, of every tribe one, and put 
it to the lot, who ſhould ſucceed 
him in the government; that the 
lot fell upon his nephew Abel, whom 
he accordingly crowned, and inveſt- 
ed with other enſigus of honour, c. 
But this is thought to be no more 
than a fabulous account, invented 
to fill up the void ſpace from Jo- 
Huss death to the time of the 


, Janez | | 
« By whom then was that na- 


tion governed, after the death of 
ſhua ? 


T. The moſt common opinion 
is, that every tribe was governed by 
their reſpective heads, or elders ; 
which form ſubſiſted for about 30 
years. Though I am inclined to 
think, that there was no diſconti- 
nuance of the theocracy, upon the 
death of Joſhua ; but that as God 
continued his anſwers by Urim and 
Thummim, in the perſon of the 
high-prieſt, Phineas the ſucceſſor of 
his father Eleazar; ſo likewiſe, it 
may well be thought that Caleb, 
upon the death of Joſhua, being the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed perſon, and the 
only one of the former generation 
left, aſſumed the vicegerency of the 
people under God, He was of the 
tribe of Fudah, older than any other 
of that nation by twenty years; and 
yet, like Moſes, he continued in full 
ſtrength and vigbur ; and therefore, 
had the greateſt right to ſucceed to 
the government, This opinion ſeems 
to be ſtrengthened by obervings 
that Jaſbua and he were the only 


periong 


; 
, 
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perſons to whom the 1/raelites gave 
inheritances for their ſignal ſervices: 
and, as his inheritance was not quite 
conquered in the tribe of Fudah ; ſo 
the firſt mention that is made of 
him, after the death of Fo/bua, is as 
captain-general at the head of that 
tribe, marching to reduce it. His 
name alone is mentioned in all the 
wars, that immediately followed the 
death of Jaſbua; and he was ſuc- 
ceeded by his ſon-in-law Othniel, a 
man of valour, and his neareſt rela- 
tion, 

S. What was the firſt exploit of 
the Iſraelites, after the death of Jo- 


ſhua ? 
7. The Viraelites having increa- 


ſed much in numbers, ſince their 


ſettling in Canaan ; and being too 
much confined within the conqueſts 
made by Jaſbua, reſolved to extend 
their poſſeſſions, and drive the Ca- 
naanites out of the places, which 
remained till unconquered : and ac- 
cordingly they repaired to the oracle 
at Shiloh, to aſk counſel of God, 
which tribe ſhould begin the war, 
which directed that the tribe of 
Fudah ſhould begin. 

S. Did Judah obey ? 

7. Yes; and with the aſſiſtance 
of Simeon (thoſe two tribes having 
mutually engaged to aſſiſt each o- 
ther) they firſt ſet upon the king of 
Bezel, ſacked the town, and killed 
ten thouſand of its inhabitants, and 
ſeized their king as he was endea- 
youring to make his eſcape to the 
city of Jebus, or Feruſalem, 

S. What character did the king 
of Bezek bear, and what was his 
name ? 

T. His name was Adoni-bezek. His 
pride, inſolence, and cruelty were 
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ſo great, that he cut off the thumbs 
and great toes of ſeventy petty 
kings, whom he had made priſon- 
ers of, and in this condition made 
them gather their meat under his 
table, as if they were dogs. 

S. How did the children of Ju- 
dah treat him? 

7. They cut off his thumbs and 
great toes; which brought him to 
confeſs the equity of the divine ven- 
geance and retaliation, in puniſh- 
ing him as he had treated other 
kings. 

S. Did they reduce Jebus alſo ? 

T. Yes: but the fortreſs therein 
on the top of mount Sion was not 
reduced till the reign of king David, 

S. What other conqueſts did they 
make ? 

T. After their ſucceſs againſt Fe- 
2 a colony, or a part of the 

enites, who deſcended from Je- 
thro, Moſes's father-in-law, joined 
them ; with this reinforcement, 
they marched to Hebron, and hav- 
ing made themſelves maſters of it, 
they advanced towards Debir, which 
they took by ſtorm ; they afterwards 
entered the wilderneſs of Judah, on 
the ſouth of Canaan, adjoining to 
the wilderneſs of Paran, where t 
conquered the natives, and ſettled 
their auxiliaries, the Kenites, in the 
neighbourhood of Arad. After which 
time, this part of the Kenites con- 
tinued there among the people of 
Judah; and another part of them 
afterwards ſettled in the tribe of 
Naphtali, 

S. Did Judah in turn aſſiſt Si- 
meon in their wars? 

T. Ves: for, when the tribe of 

udah extended their poſſeſſions as 
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ed Simen in taking Gaza, Aſtelon, 
and Zepbab, or Hormah, and in ſub- 
duing the inhabitants of the hill 
country, which ay between both 
their tribes. 

S. Were any of the other tribes 
encouraged by theſe ſucceſſes to fol- 
low their example ? 

T. The family of Jeſcph feeing 
cbeir ſucceſs, undertook the con- 
queſt of Bethel, formerly called Luz, 
Which like many other places after 
they had been conquered by Jeu, 
were repoſſeſſed by the 3 

S. Did they take Bethel ? 

T. Yes: and put every foul ex 
2 one man and his family to the 
word; looking upon them as re- 
Voltere or rebels. This man was 
taken by their ſpies whom they had 
ſent to take a Turvey of the place, 
und by him they were directed 
where they might enter the city 
with cafe and ſafety. 

S. What became of that man 
afterwards? 

T. He was permitted to retire 
with his family, and his goods; and 
ſettled in Arabia, amongſt a colony 
of the Hittites, which had fled there 
from the arms of the //razlites ; 
where he built a city which he cal- 
Jed Luz. 

8. Did the other tribes extend 
their dominions ? 

T7. The other tribes had equally 
good ſucceſs in gaining the poſſeſſi- 
on of che land allotted them; only 
the tribe of Dan was compelled to 
quit the plains for fear of the Amo- 
vites, and to retire for ſome time in- 
to the mountainous parts till they 
were allifted by the family of Joſeph, 
ho reinſtated them in their poſſeſ- 
Hons. But one great fault in thoſe 
that were wee was, that they 
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did not thake a right uſe of thelr 
victories, but either through a mit. 
placed lenity or covetouſneſs, in- 
ſtead of deſtroying them (as they 
were commanded) ſuffered them to 
live promiſcuouſly among them, 
and contented themſelves with ma- 
king them tributary, 

This was the caſe of the Benja- 
mites with the Jebuſites, on mount 
Zion, on the north part of Feruſd- 
lem : of the Manaſjites, with the 
inhabitants of B>th/hean, Taanach, 
Dor, Ibleam, and Megidde of Eph. 
raim with the Canaanites, that dwelt 
in Gezer ; of Zebulun, with the in- 
habitants of Kitron and Nabalol; 
of Aſher, with Accho, Zidon, Ablab, 
Achzib, Hetbah, Aphik, and Rebob; 
of Naphtali, with Eeth.fhemeſh and 
Beth-anath; and of Dan, with the 
Amorites, which dwelt in mount 
Heres, on the N. W. of Canaan, 
and in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim. 

S. Did God ſhew any diſlike to 
theſe proceedings ? 

T. He was highly incenſed at 
this diſobedience and ingratitude of 
theirs, and ſent his Son under the 
form of an angel to expoſtulate the 
matter with them ; and to let them 
know, as a puniſhment for this be- 
haviour of theirs, he would with- 
draw his aid from them, nor go 
forth to battle with them as hereto- 
fore, : 

S. Where, and how did this an- 
gel appear to the {/raettes ? | 

T. He appeared to them as the 
were aſſembled before the taber- 
nacle at Shiloh or Bacbim; as he 
ſeemed to come from Gilgal, this 
might help to remind them that he 
was the fame divine perſon, that 
there appeared to Joſhua, and re- 
newed the covenant of circu —_—_ 

an 
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and gave him an aſſurance that he 
would be with his people, and en- 
able them to conquer the land, if 
they continued obedient. 


S. Wherefore was S§Hilohb called 


Bochim ? 

T. The angel's reproof and de- 
claration wrought ſo mightily for 
the preſent upon the 1/raelrtes, that 
they wept fore at his meſfage ; and 


offered ſacrifices to appeaſe God's 


wrath, and therefore it was called 
Bochim or the place of weeping, or 
of mourners. 

S. Did the 7/raelites thoroughly 
repent, and, for the future, obey 
God ? 

T. It does not appear that this 
generation ſinned any more; but 
there aroſe after them another ge- 
neration, which knew not the Lord; 
bad no due regard for the authority 
of his laws, or the purity of his wor- 
ſhip, nor for the mighty works he 
had done ſor their nation; but by 
their free converſation and inter- 
marriages with the Canaanites, they 
fell into their idolatry, and ſerved 
Baalim, or Baal, and Aſhteroth, and 
other idols of the heathens. T his 
conduct of theirs ſo provoked the 
Lord, that he left them to them- 
ſelves, and they (without his pro- 
tection) made ſo weak a defence, 
that they were often taken, and car- 
ried into bondage. From this period 
we may date the beginning of their 
miſery, and that confuſion in their 
government. Por now, caſting off 
all reſtraint, and ſubmiſſion to pub- 
lic authority, every man did that, 
which ſeemed right in his own eyes. 

S. Which of the tribes fell firſt 
into idolatry ? 

T. It is much to be feared that 
idolatry had long prevailed in ſome 


of the tribes privately, before it was 
publicly embraced by any ; as may 
be collected from the following ac- 
count. | 

The tribe of Dan being pent 
in the mountainous parts, found it 
neceſſary to extend their territories; 
and being encouraged by the report 
of their ſpies, whom they ſent out to 
take a furvey of the country, and to 
ſee where they were moſt likely fo 
extend their bounds, they detached 
ſix· hundred men to furprife the cit 
Laib, and to ſeize upon Ge ber 
tory thereunto belonging. Their 
rout lying through mount Ephraim, 
they halted at the houſe of one M- 
cah, where the ſpies before had cal- 
led, and there found a private cha- 
pel adorned with a Teraphim, other 
images, and an Ephod, and ſupplied 
by a Levite, who executed the 
prieſt's office in this family; whoſe 
mother thought it too much trouble 
to go to Shiloh, to worſhip and of- 
fer ſacrifices there according to the 
commandment. | 

S. What is meant by Ephod and 
Teraphims ? , 

T. Some think that by the Ephod 
here is to be underſtood all the gar- 
ments, and the breaſt- plate, proper 
to the high-prieft ; and that the Te- 
raphinis were two images placed 
upon the top of an ark, reſembling 
the cherubims in the tabernacle : 
but be that as it will, it appearsthat 
the Ephod and the Levite, were in- 
tended for the ſervice of the true 
God; yet the graven image and 
Teraphim belonged unto Dæmons, 
or to the ſervice of the devil. And 
thus it is — began idolatry in 
Tfrael, by the ſuperſtition and pride, 
or at leaſt the lazineſs of an old 


woman, 
S. What 
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S. What did the Danites do up- 
on this occaſion ? 

T. The Danites ſeized upon the 
Levite, and carried both his Ephod 
and Teraphim, and other images a- 
way with them; the ſpies haying 
reported that they had before en- 
quired thereby of God concerning 
the ſucceſs of their intended expedi- 
tion, and were encouraged by his 
anſwer. 

S. Did they take Laifh ? 

T. Continuing their march, on the 
third day they came to Laiſb; ſur- 
priſed and burnt the city, deſtroyed 
the inhabitants, and took poſſeſſion 
of the country, Butin a ſhort time 
after the Danites rebuilt the city, and 
called it Dan after the name of their 
father; and here ſetting up the 
images they had ſtolen from Micah, 
they made the ſame Levite, whoſe 
name was Jonathan, their prieſt ; 
and in this ſtate of idolatrous wor- 
ſhip they continued for near three 
hundred years, even to the days of 
Samuel ; in whoſe time the ark of 
God was taken captive by the Phi- 
 tiftines. 

S. What other fins did the 1/rae- 
kites fall into during this time of de- 
generacy, anarchy, and confuſion ? 
T. They not only intermarried 

with the heathens, but ſo general 
Was the depravity and apoſtacy of 
the Benjamites in particular, that 
they committed all the immorali- 
ties, by which theſe nations they 
had lived among had provoked the 
Lord; of which the following ſtory 


is a pr proof. 
A jpg of mount Ephraim, 
whoſe concubine was of Bethlebem- 


Fudah, being benighted in his jour- 


ney home with her from her father's. 


houſe, lodged with an old man in 
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Gibeah of Benjamin. While they 
were here at ſupper the Benjamites 
beſet the houſe, and, like the men 
of Sodom, demanded the ſtranger to 
be delivered to them, that they 
might know him. Nor could they 
be diſſuaded from their wicked pur- 


poſe, till by conſent the Levite's 


wife was turned out to them ; whom 
they ſo abuſed all that night, that 
next day ſhe was found dead at the 
threſhold. 

S. What was the conſequence of 
this tranſaction; and were no mea- 


ſures taken to puniſh this wicked 


and inhoſpitable treatment of the 
Benjamites ? 

T. The huſband being greatly 
enraged at this barbarity, took and 
cut her body into twelve parts, and 
ſent one to every tribe of //rael. 
An extraordinary meeting of the 
heads of each tribe was convened 
thereupon at Mixpeb, who came to 
a reſolution to bring the offenders 
to puniſhment, and in order to that 
ſent meſſengers to them, to de- 
mand the men, who had committed 
this outrage. | 

The Benjamites not only refuſed to 
comply with their demand, but muſ- 
tered all their forces, being 26,000 
men only, todefend theſe criminals; 
and engaged the other tribes, and 
in two ſeveral battles ſlew 40,000 
of them. The defeat and miſ- 
conduct of the 1/raelites was owing 
to their having put a greater conh- 
dence in the goodneſs of their cauſe 
and ſuperiority of their numbers, 
which conſiſted of 400,000 men, 
than in the aſſiſtance of God. Theſe 
repeated defeats made them ſenſi- 
ble of their fault, and therefore, 
before the third engagement they 
humbled themſelves in a proper 


manner 
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Of Othniel, Ehud, and Deborah. 


manner before God, and being en- 
couraged by him to renew their 
aſſault, they took Gibeab by an am- 
buſcade, flew 25,000 of the Benja- 
mites, and ſet the city on fire. It 
happened that 600 of them made 
their eſcape, and ſheltered them- 
ſelves in the fortreſs of Rimmon. 

S. Was not the tribe of Benja- 
min totally deſtroyed thereby ? 

T. The whole tribe muſt have 
periſhed, and their name been ut- 
terly extinguiſhed, had not the con- 
querors relenting the loſs of a tribe 


in Ifrael, accepted of the fubmiſſion 


of the remnant that had fled, and 
provided them with wives to re- 
ſtore their name and families. 

S. How did they provide them 
wives? | 

T. The Iſraelites, at the beginning 
of the war, had ſworn to put all to 
the ſword, that would not join them 
on this occaſion againft the Benja- 
mites; and finding upon enquiry, 
that the people of Jabeſb- Gilead had 
neglected to come, they diſpatched 
12,000 men, with orders to put 
man, woman,and child to the ſword, 
except ſuch virgins as were marri- 
ageable; and thefe, who amounted 
in all to four- hundred, were given 
to four-hundred of thoſe Benjamites. 
The other two-hundred that re- 
mained unprovided for at this time, 
were permitted, and adviſed to ſeize 
and carry off two-hundred virgins 
from a public feſtival that was ap- 
pointed to be held at SHilob. 

S. Did the Canaanites take no 
advantage of theſe civil diſſenſions 
among the Iſraelites? 

T. It does not appear that they 
ſtirred on this occaſion ; but the 
Iſraelites were ſo weakened in this 
war, that Chuſan- Riſpathaim, king 
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of Meſopotamia, invaded them, and 
obtained an eaſy conqueſt, and made 
thofe eſpecially that lived on the 
eaſt of Jordan, tributaries to him, 

S. How long were the Hraelites 
under this tribute ? 

T, Eight years ; at the expira- 
tion of which time, they having re- 
pented and beſought the Lord's 
help, God in his mercy heard their 
complaints, and inſpired Othniel, 
Caleb's ſon in-law, to take upon him 
the government, and fight their bat- 
tles; and he delivered them from 


their ſubjection to the king of Me- 


ſapotamia; and ſettled the Iſraelites 
in a ſtate of peace and tranquility, 
which laſted for 40 years. 

S. Did the Iſraelites continue in 
their obedience to God after the 
death of Otbniel? | 

T. No; they returned again to 
open idolatry : which was attended 
with fatal confequences. 

S. What conſequences ? | 
T. God, to chaſtiſe them for 
their apoſtaſy, ſtirred up Eglon, the 
king of Moab, with the people of 
Ammon and Amalek his neighbours, 
to invade and ſubdue the Jſraelites 
on the eaſt of Jordan, and to croſs 
Jordan, and lay the city of Feri- 


cho, and the ;erritories thereof, un- 


der tribute. 

S. How long did the Jfrazlites 
remain tributaries to Eglon ? 

T. Eighteen years; but, upon 
their humiliation and repentance, 
God raiſed up, and commiſſioned 
Ehnd, out of the diminiſhed tribe 
of Benjamin, a man left-handed, to 
deliver them; who being employed 
to carry the cuſtomary preſent to 
the king from the Iſraelites, pre- 
tended a meſſage alſo from God to 
him, and was admitted to a private 

audience; 
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audience; at which he took the ad- 
vantage of the king's being alone, 
and ſtabbed him with a two-edged 
dagger, and made off undiſcovered, 

"On his return, Ehud aſſembled 
the //razlites, and acquainted them 
with his adventure, and purſuing 
the advantage which the conſter- 
nation of the Maabites gave him, he 
fell upon them, and flew about 
- 20,000. of them; and having thus 
fubdued Mad, the eaſtern part of 
the land of Canaan enjoyed a ſet- 
tled peace of 80 years. 


naan enjoy peace allo. at the ſame 
time ? | 
T. No: for, the Philiflines, who 
dwelt upon the ſame ſhore of the 
Mediterranean ſea, infeſted the weſt- 
ern part, till they were at length 
repulſed with great loſs by Shamgar, 
the third judge of ſrael, who, with 
an ox-goad only, ſlew 600 of them. 
In the northern parts, the Hraelites 
on their returning afterwards to 
their wicked ways, were ſo harraſ- 
ſed by Jabin, king of Canaan, who 
fxed his imperial ſeat at Hazor, and 
who had g2o chariots armed with 
iron, beſides a powerful army, un- 
der the command of Siſera, an ex- 
perienced general, that for 20 years 
together they could not ſo much as 
paſs the common roads upon their 
ordinary occaſions; neither could 
they dwell ſaſely in their villages, nor 
o out to draw water, without being 
attacked by his archers; till God, 
finding that the /ſraz/ites were 
brought to a true ſenſe of their ini- 
quities, raiſed up Deborah a prophe- 
teſs, the wife of Lapidetþ, to deliver 
them from this ſevere ſervitude. 
S. How was this deliverance ef- 
fected ? 


S. Did not the other part of Ca- 
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T. Deborah was directed by God 
to ſend for Barak, the ſon of Abi- 
naam, a brave young prince, of the 
tribe of Naphthali, to command the 
forces. And it is not improbable 
that ſhe was alſo directed to ſhare 
the government with him ; and if 
ſo, theſe two may be accounted the 
fourth judge in 1/rael. 

S. Did Barak willingly accept of 
the commiſſion from Deborah 2 

T. He demurred, till Deborah 
conſented to go along with him, 
And then ſhe reproaching his dif- 
dence, told him that it would not 
be for his honour that S:/era ſhould 
fall into the hands of a woman. 

S. Why do you call Deborah a 
a propheteſs ? | 

T. The words prophet and pro- 
pheteſs, are words of different 18. 
nifications, both in the Old Teſta- 


ment and the New : ſometimes they 
denote perſons extraordinarily in- 


ſpired of God, and endued with a 
wer of working miracles, and 
of foretelling things to come; and 


ſometimes they are uſed for perſons 


endued with ſpecial, though not mi- 
raculous gifts, or graces, for the bet- 
ter underſtanding and explaining 
the word of God; and of this ſort 


were the ſons of the prophets, or 


ſuch as were brought. up in the 

ſchools of the prophets. | 
Now as to the propheteſs Debo- 
rah : ſhe is not recorded to have 
done any miraculous work, ſo that 
it is ſufficient to allow her this title, 
on account of her eminent holineſs, 
rudence, and knowledge of the ho- 
y ſcriptures, by which ſhe was fin- 
gularly qualified to judge the people, 
or to determine cauſes and contro- 
verſies among them, according to 
the word of God. For tho Jain 
NU * _ oppreſſed 


oppreſſed them ſorely, yet it was ra- 

mer by rigorous taxations than by 
breaking their laws, which he ſtill 
ſuffered to be adminiſtered by their 
dun officers : and of this he might 
take the leſs notice, becauſe the ſu- 
preme judicature was exerciſed by a 
woman, from whoſe power and au- 
thority he might think there was no 
reaſon to apprehend any danger. 

S. Did Delorah and Barak con- 
ſpire ſo ſecretly as not to be diſco- 
yered ? 

T. Barak departed from Debs- 
rab, and ſoon aſſembled ten thou- 
ſand volunteers out of the tribes of 
Zebulun and Naphtali but, as ſoon 
as Siſera heard of their encamp- 
ment on mount Tabor, he with 
haſty marches arrived with a con- 
ſiderable army, and goo chariots, 
and encamped at the foot of the 
ſame mount. | 

S. Did Siſera attack the [/raelites ? 

T. No: but Barak by Deborah's 
advice, took the advantage of their 
fatigue, and attacked Siſera's army 
early next morning, with ſo much 
fury, that he ſoon put them ta 
flight, and they were. totally de- 
ſtroyed, either by the ſword, or by 
the river X;/han, - into which the 
Iſraelites drove them. The pur- 
ſuit was continued all the day, and 
as the night came on before it was 
compleated, the ſtars are ſaid to 
have ſhone with an uncommon 
brightneſs to give light to them, 

S. What became of Siſera! 

T. Siſera finding it impoſſible to 
rally his forces, now broken and 
diſperſed, quitted his chariot, and 
was making his eſcape 2 foot ; 
when Jael, the wife of Heber the 
Kenite, one of his maſter's allies, 
ſeeing him coming, went out to 
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meet him, and invited him into her 
tent: upon her kind invitation hg 
went in, and after refreſhing hims 

if, lay down to reſt; but as ſaon 
as he was aſleep, Jael drove a tent 
nail with a hammer through his 
temples, pinned him to the ground, 
and cut off his head: in this candi+ 
tion ſhe delivered him to Barat, ag 
be paſled that way in purſuitof him. 
By which victory, the north partof 
Canaan enjoyed perfect peace and 
liberty for forty: years, 

S. Permit me to afk you where 
was mount Tabor ? 

T. Tabor is a very remarkable 
mountain in Galilee, not far from 
Kadeſb, in the tribe of Zebulun, 
and in the confines of [/achar and 
Naphtali. It has its name from its 
eminence, riſing up in the mid 
of a wide champaign country, called 
the valley, or great plain of Fezreel, 
It has a plain area at top, fertile and 
delicious, of an oval form, about 
two furlongs in length, and one in 
breadth; ſothat it was moſt commo- 
dious for the rendezvous of Barak's 
army, both becauſe it ſtood upon 
the borders of ſo many different 
tribes, and was not acceſſible by 
the enemies horſe and chariots. 
The area was moſt convenient ta 
marſhal and diſcipline bis army; 
and though at preſent it is ineloſed 
with trees, excepting towards the 
ſouth, it was formerly invironed 
with walls and trenches, and athes 
fortifications, | 

It is on this mountain, that the 
ancients helieved our Saviour was 
transfigured in the preſence of Pe- 
ter, James, and Jabn. 

S. Where was Siſera, when he 
heard of Barak's encampment on 
mount Tabor ? T7 

T. At 
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T. At Haroſbeth of the Gentiles, 
a place ſituated upon the lake Se- 
mechon, in the Upper Galilee. 

S. Why is it called of the Gen- 
tiles ? 

T. Becauſe, when the heathens 
heard that Jabin poſſeſſed himſelf 
of that country, from which Jo- 
Hua had driven the Canaanites, they 
fled there from ſeveral nations, and 
put themſ-lves under his protec- 
tion. 

S. What do you relate of the 
river Xion? 

T. It riſes out of mount Tabor, 
and paſſing weſtward along the val- 
ley of Jexreel, now the plain of E/- 
draelon, it empties itſelf into the 


Mediterranean ſea. It receives ſe- 


veral torrents from the mountains, 
which muſt make it ſwell exceed- 


ingly upon ſudden rains; which, 


if we may believe Foſephus, was the 

caſe on the day of this battle. The 

armies, ſays he, were no ſooner 

engaged, but there aroſe a violent 

wind, with a moſt impetuous tem- 
of hail and rain. 

S. Who was Heber, Jael's huſ- 
band, in league with Fabin ? 

T. He was a Kenite, ſettled in 
the tribe of Naphtali, and deſcend- 
ed from Hobab, the fon of Jethro. 
He was called a Kenite, becauſe he 
originally deſcended from thoſe peo- 
ple who dwelt weſtward of the 
Dead. ſea, and extended themſelves 
pretty far into Arabia Petræa. God 
had promiſed the lands of the Ke- 
nites to the poſterity of Abraham ; 
yet, in conſideration of Fethro, all 
that ſubmitted to the Iſraelites were 
permitted to live in their own 
country: and though the deſcen- 
dants of Hobab followed the for- 
tune of the Iſraelites, and were pro- 
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ſelytes, and worſhipped the true 
God, according to the Moſaic law; 
yet, being ſtrangers by birth, and 
ſo not pretending to any right or 
title to the land of Canaan, they 
accounted it to be the beſt policy 
for them, in thoſe troubleſome 
times, to obſerve a neutrality, and 
to maintain peace, as well as they 
could, both with the //raelites and 
Canaanites. Thus it happened, that 
there was a peace with king Jabin 
and the houſe of Heber, and that 
Siſera, in his diſtreſs, fled to He. 
ber's tent for protection, and put 
confidence in the feigned civilities 
of his wife. 

S. What further ſucceſs had Ba- 
rat againſt Fabin ? 

T. Foſephus acquaints us, that 
immediately after this victory, Ba- 
rak marched with his army towards 
Hazor, encountered Fabin by the 
way, flew him, and razed the city 
to the ground, 

But I apprehend this was not 
done, till Bara#'s army had been 
recruited by the additional forces 
of Ephraim, Manaſſob, Benjamin, 
and IJachar. 

S. How long did Jfrael_ enjoy 
peace after this; in the north of 
Canaan ? 

T. Forty years. | 

S. Did the Iſraelites commemo- 
rate this ſignal event and victory, 
with any thankful acknowledg- 
ments to God for their great deli- 
verance ? 

T. Deborah compoſed a trium- 
phant ſong or hymn, upon this oc- 
caſion; in which ſhe magniftes the 
mercy they had now received, in 
being delivered from ſo many and 
great calamities; acknowledges the 


power of God, aſcribes the 1 
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of the victory to him alone; ex- ſus brit, the Saviour of the world, 


horts all the people to join with 
her in praiſing him; and concludes 
with a commendation of thoſe 


tribes, that joined readily in the 


war, and with upbraiding thoſe, 
that declined their country's ſer- 
yice on this occaſion. 

S. How did the /ſraelites behave 
after this ? | 

T. It was not long before they 
turned from God again to idolatry. 

S. Did not God puniſh them forit? 

7. He ſent a grievous famine 
among them, whereby ſeveral were 
forced to ſeek bread in ſtrange coun- 
tries; among whom were Elime- 
lech and his wife Naomi, with their 
two ſons Mahln and Chilion, who 
went to live in the land of Moab. 

S. Why is this family in parti- 
cular mentioned on this occaſion ? 

T. To ſhew the wonderful pro- 
vidence of God, which afterwards 
enſued in Boaz's becoming acquaint- 
ed with and marrying Ruth, from 
whom ſprung the family of David, 
and from whomChriſtwas deſcended. 

S. How was that effected? 

T. Elimelech died in Moab, and 
Naomi married her ſons to Orpah 
and Ruth, two Women of that 
country. Theſe two ſons alſo 


died in about two years after. 


This event determined Naomi to 
return to her own people; and 
Ruth, the widow of her younger 
ſon, would accompany her to Beth- 
lehem. This affection of Ruth en- 
gaged Naomi fo dearly to her, that 
by her art and contrivance ſhe ma- 
naged matters fo, as to marry 
her to Boaz, by whom Ruth had 
Obed, the father of Fefſe, who was 
the father of king David, from 
whom, according to the fleſh, Fe- 


was lineally deſcended. 
S. Were the Iſraelites brought 
to repentance by the famine ? 

7. It is moſt probable that they 
were not; or, however, it was 
not laſting: for we r-ady that upon 
the death of Deborah and Barak, 
they fell again into their old im- 
piety; and that God ſcourged 
them fo ſeverely, by the Midianitet, 
the Amalekites, the Ammonites, the 
Moabites, and the /ſhmaelites, who 
are the children of the eaſt men- 
tioned in this hiſtory ; that they 
were forced to betake themſelves to 
mountains and ſtrong holds, and 
make themſelves dens and caves 
for ſhelter; and could neither ſow 
nor reap with any ſecurity or ſuc- 
ceſs, for the ſpace of ſeven years. 

S. Did not you tell me, that the 
children of Iſrael had deſtroyed the 

Midianites in their way to Canaan? 

T. Yes: but it is not improba- 
ble, that ſome of that nation ſaved 
themſelves by flight, and returning 
aſter the //raelites were ſettled in 

Canaan, might, in the ſpace of 
two hundred years, repoſſeſs their 
own land, and retain their ancient 
name. Which certainly was the 
caſe of theſe Midianites, as well as 
of the Moabites, and ſome other 
nations, that made head againſt the 
Iſraelites. after they had been in a 
manner quite deſtroyed. 

S. How were the Hſraelitet dali - 
vered from this calamity ? 

7. The extreme oppreſſion they 
ſuffered from their enemies, made 
them have recourſe to God, who 
hearing their prayers, was moved 
with compaſſion, and reſolved 
to deliver them; whereupon he 
ſent W a prophet, or perbaps the 


r 

prieſt for the time being, who 
. — them ſharply for their 
ingratitude; and at the ſame time 
ſent his angel to Gideon, to acquaint 


him, that he had made choice of 
* for the deliverer of his peo- 


's. Who was this Gideon? 

T. He was the fon of one Joaſb, 
who dwelt at Opbrab, who is ge- 

nerally ſuppoſed to have been a 
worſhipper; if not a prieſt of Baal, 
an Abi ezrite of the tribe of Aas 
naſſeb. Gideon was, at the time 
the angel appeared to him, buſied 
in thraſhing out his corn in à pri- 

te place, to conceal it from the 

edation of the enemy. 

S. How did Gideon receive the 
meflage of the Lord? 

7. He at firſt excuſed himſelf, 
by reaſon of the obſcurity of his fa- 
mily, and meannefs of his circum- 
ſtances: and it is very probable, 
that be doubted of the truth of the 
eommiſſion, by which he was to 
be ſent on an undertaking, in all 
ance ſo deſperate; becauſe we 
not find that he made the leaft 
heſitation to undertake the.execy- 
ting this divine cammand, after that 
the angel had convinced him of the 
truth thereof, by a miracle. 

. $. What was the miracle? 

T. Gideon had requeſted ſome 
token of his divine miſſion, and in- 
treated the angel to ſtay till he had 
prepared ſomething for him to eat: 
the angel accepted of his invitation; 
and when Gideon had provided a 
boiled kid, and unleavened cakes, 
and ſet it before him, the angel or- 
dered him to. place them upon a 
rock hard by, and to pour the 
droth upon them. Gideon obeyed, 
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and the angel having touched them 
with his ſtaff, fire immediately 


came out of the rock and conſumed 


them; whilſt at the ſame time he 
himſelf vaniſhed out of ſight. 

S. What did Gideon on the dif- 
appearance of the angel ? 

T. Being recovered from his fear 
and apprehenſions on that occaſion, 
he erected an altar upon the rack, 
and called it Zeboyah Shalom, which 
is, the God of peace or mercy, in 
commemoration of this glorious in- 
terview. 

F. Did God communicate to 
him any further notices of his di- 
vine pleaſure? | 

T. That fame night God admo- 
niſhed him in 2 dream, to deſtroy 

the altar of Baal, and cut down 
the grove in which it was built; 
and directed him to build an altar 
to God on the ſummit of the rock, 
and to offer thereon a burnt-ſacri- 
fice to him, with ane of his father's 
bullocks. All which he punctually 
performed, being aſſiſted therein 
by ten of his father's ſervants. 

S. Did nat the worſhippers of 
Baal reſent this affront to their 


God? : 
7. Very highly : for they de- 


manded him of bis father, that they 


might put him to death. 

S. What anſwer did Gideon's 
father return to their demand : 

T. Jaaſb having been probably 
converted by his ſon, told them 
plainly, that if Baal was a god, 
it was his. buſineſs, and nat theirs 
to avenge his own quarrel, This 
appeaſed the tumult; and Gideon 
obtained from thence forward, 
the name of Ferub-baa!, or let 
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Iſrael's Deliverance by Gideon; 


S. What meaſures did Gideon 
take to effect the deliverance of 
the Iſraeli tes? 


7. He ſummoned thoſe of his 


own family to take up arms firſt, 
and then the neighbouring tribes to 
join him, in ſhaking off the yoke of 
the Midianites; and thus raiſedan ar- 
my of 32, ooo men. About this time 
the enemy had paſſed over the river 
Jn ordan, and came and encamped 

the valley of Jexreel, to the 
number of 135,000 men. 

As ſoon as Gideon had collected 
all his ſuccours, he deſired of God 
to give them a token of his com- 
miſſion, to ſatisfy and encourage 
them, that he acted only by the 
divine authority in this undertak- 
ing; to which the Almighty con- 
deſcended. 

S, What was the token he de- 
fired ? 

T. Gideon laid a fleece of wool 
on the ground, and prayed that the 
dew might fall upon the fleece only, 
and that the earth round about it 
might remain dry, which happened 
accordingly; Then inverting the 
former manner, he prayed that the 
dew might wet all the earth about 
it, while the fleece only remained 
dry, which accordingly came to 


2 Were they confirmed by theſe 
ſigns of his commiſſion being from 
God? 

T. Ves: and in this confidence Gi 
deon led them directly againſt the Mi- 
lianites, whom he found incamped 
in the plains of Fezree!, or E ſarae- 
lon, which belonged to the half 
tribe of Manaſſeh, and adjoined to 
the tribe of Hachar, on the weſt 
of Jardan; à plain of vaſt extent, 
and very fertile; but is now un- 
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cultivated, and only ſerves the 4. 
rabs for paſturage. But before he 
came thither, God rightly fore · 
ſeeing, that, if this army con- 
quered the Midianites, they would 
vainly impute their ſucceſs more to 
their own valour and ftr „than 
to his invincible hand, ordered Gi- 
deon to proclaim liberty to all ſuch 
to return home, as from their ap- 
prehenſions and their fears might 
be diſpoſed todo ſo. Whereupon no 
leſs than 22,000 quitted the field; 
ſo that Gideon was now left with 
10,000 men only, 

8. What further happened after 
this? 

T. God reſolving that the whole 
glory of the victory ſhould be ac- 
counted his own, ordered Gideon to 
lead theſe few men down ta the 
water to drink, and out of them to 
ſele& only thoſe for the expedition, 
who, inftead of laying themſelves 
down to drink, ſhould take up the 
water in their hands, and lap it. 
This experiment reduced his army 
to no more than 200 men. T 
zoo Gideon ordered to hold them- 
ſelves in readineſs, and to have 
each a trumpet, a lamp, and an 
empty pitcher to conceal the light 
in; while he ſtole privately with 
one ſervant only into the Midiani- 
tiſb camp, and viewed it well. 
Here he overheard a Midianite re- 
lating his dream to his companion, 
which the other interpreted in Gi- 
deon's favour, Returning full of 
confidence from this good omen, 
Gideon drew out his little army, 
and dividing them into three com- 
panies of an hundred men each, 
marched ſuddenly upon the Midi- 
onites in the beginning of the mid- 
dle watch, or de time of the night; 
N 2 and, 
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and, giving the watch-word, The 
ſword of the Lord, and of Gideon, 
his men broke their pitchers, bran- 
diſhed their lamps, and ſounded 
their trumpets all at once; which 
threw the enemy into ſo great a 
conſternation and confuſion, that 
imagining this handful to be a for- 
midable army, riſing in a fright, 
they miſtook their friends for their 
enemies, fell upon one another, 
and after a great ſlaughter made of 
their. own men, the remainder 
fought to fecure themſelves by 
flight. 7 
- 8, Did Gideon with this ſmall 
army of his purſue them? 
T. Gideon having obtained an 
eaſy victory, ſent to the reſt of his 
army, who, upon his proclama- 
tion, bad withdrawn themſelves, 
but had not yet got home, and alſo 
to the Ephraimites, ſome to purſue 
the enemy, and ſome to ſecure the 
paſſes of Jordan, to prevent their 
retreat. I heſe took the two Midi · 
anitiſh princes, Oreb and Zeeb, and 
cut off their heads, and Tent them 
to Gideon, who was now got over 
the river m-purſuit of the two other 
kings of Midian, Zeba and Zal- 
munna, who had made their eſcape 
over ſome paſſes that were not early 
enough ſecured: theſe however he 
came up with at Karkor, where he 
furpriſed and beat their army, took 
the two kings, and having ordered 
them to be ſtripped of their royal 
ornaments, and their camels of 
their rich trappings and furniture, 
he carried them in triumph with 
him to Szccoth, and diſpatched 
them both with his own hands. 
By this defeat, the power of Midian 
was broken; Gideon's victory ren- 
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dered compleat, and Iſrael thereby 
enjoyed peace {or forty years. 

S. Did Gideon find any difficulty 
to provide for his army in this pur- 
ſuit ? 

T. Yes: for he and his men hay- 
ing croſſed over to Succoth, near the 
eaſt bank of Jordan, grew faint 
with the length of the purſuit, and 
for want of bread, and therefore 
prayed ſome ſmall refreſhment, 
both from the men of Szccoth, and 
the people of Penuel; but they ri- 
diculing the ſmallneſs of his army, 
treated him with inſolence, and re- 
fuſed to give them any relief. 

S. Did Gideon revenge this in- 
ſolent conduct? ö 

T. Yes: for when he had taken 
Zeba and Zalmunna, and brought 
them to Succoth, he took the elders 
of the city, and ſcourged them with 
thorns and briers ; and afterwards 
went and beat down the tower of 
Penael; in whoſe ruins, it is ſaid, 


were buried the rulers of the city, 


who had fled thither to eſcape his 
reſentment. | 
S. You mentioned that Gideon 
flew the two kings. Zeba and Zal- 
munna with his own hand, was 
there any particular reaſon for it? 
T. Theſe two kings had, with 
diſtinguiſhed cruelty, laid waſte al} 
the country, and put the inhabi- 
tants to the ſword in their march ; 
and were the very perſons that had 
killed-G:deon's brethren (whom, he 
had by his mother's ſide) at mount 
Tabor. Gideon therefore to puniſh 
them, had ordered Fether his. fon 
to execute them ; but, the youth 
being timorous, he himſelf avenged 
the blood of his brethren. | 
S. Would it not have been more 
N | | decent 


decent to have their lives taken a- 
way by the public executioner ? 

T. In thoſe times there were no 
public executioners; and it was as 
much a cuſtom for great men to do 
execution upon offenders, as it is 
now an uſual thing for them to pro- 
nounce ſentence upon them. Doeg, 
many years afterwards, though one 
of the chief officers in the court of 
Saul, was alſo his executioner. How- 
ever, 1 cannot but ſuppoſe that Gi- 
deon had a further intention, when 


he ordered his own ſon to this office; 


namely, to animate him early a- 
gainſt the enemies of //rael. Han. 
vibal is reported to have been thus 
animated againſt the Romans when 
he was a boy. 

S. How did the Jfraelites behave 


to Grdeon after this great n 


ance wrought by him ? 

T. They offered to ſettle the go- 
vernment of //rael on him and his 
poſterity. 

S. Did he accept of it? 

T. No: for as he knew the ho- 
nour of the victory was due to God 
alone, he modeſtly and generouſly 
declined their offer; but deſired 
they would oblige him with the 
jewels or. ear-rings taken from the 
enemy, To which the people not 
only conſented, but gave him alſo 
the coſtly ornaments and robes of 
the kings, and the golden chains 
that were about the camels necks. 
The whole amounted to a prodi- 
gious value. 

S. What did Gideon do with this 
gift ? 

T. He, out of a religious zeal, 
made an ephod of it, and placed it 
in the city Ophrah, as a memorial 


of what God had wrought for 1/rae! 


Of Gideon's Family and Succeſſor. 
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by his miniſtry. But j the end» 
this very thing gave qccaſion to a 
freſh 2 and proved the ruin 
of his family ? 

S. What family had Gideon? 

T. He had ſeveral wives, by 
whom he had ſeventy ſons; and a 
concubine, by whom he had a ſon * 
named Abimelech, which by inter- 
pretation ſignifies my father a king; 
which title might perhaps animate 
him afterwards to aſpire to the 
crown. 

S. Did any of theſe ſucceed Gi- 
deon in the government? 

T. After Gideon's death, Abi- 
melech, whom we have juſt men- 
tioned, having by his mother's con- 
trivance and intereſt at Shechem, 
where he was born, and by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of a company of profligate 
fellows, whom he hired with mo- 
ney taken out of the treaſury of 
their god Baal-berith, repaired to his 
father's houſe at Ophrah, ſeized 
and flew all his brethren, except - 
Fotham the youngeſt, who had 
made his eſcape; and afterwards 
obtained the kingdom by the con- 
ſent of the people, in a general aſ- 
ſembly at Shechem. 

S. Where did Jotham retire to? 

T. Fotham underſtanding what 
was done, took refuge at a city on 
the northern frontiers of the tribe 
of Judah; but going firſt to the 
top of mount Gerizim, which o- 
verlooks the city of Shechem, he, 
from thence, in a parabolical diſ- 
courſe, which is the firſt of 
this nature, we find upon re- 
cord, repreſented to the people his 


Ather's modeſty and ſelf-denial, in 


refuſing to have the government 
ſettled on him and his family, which 
thoy 
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they had now conferred on one as 
much inferior in virtue and honour 
to Gideon and his lawful ſons, as the 
bramble is to the olive-tree, the fig- 
tree or the vine; concluding with 
an expoſtulation concerning the in- 
jury done to his family, and up- 
braiding them with ingratitude ; 
appealing to their conſciences, whe- 
ther they had done right or not; 
and laſtly, ending with a prophe- 
tical curſe both upon them and 4- 
bimelech, declaring the deſtruction 
which they ſhould ſoon bring upon 
each other. 

S. Was not Eſep the firſt author 
of fables, under which ſerious truths 
are repreſented ? 

T. No: this of Fotham was long 
before Eſop, or any other author 
now extant. * 

S. Why did Jotham repreſent 

Abimelech by the bramble ? 
T. Becauſe, as a bramble is the 
meaneſt of all trees, and good for 
nothing but to burn: ſo Jetham 
informs the Shechemitets, that they 
. had nothing to expect from his ad- 
miniſtration but vexation and trou- 
ble. And as this tree or buſh can 
afford no ſhadow or ſhelter ; ſo A. 
bimelech would never be able to 
maintain the authority of a king, 
nor defend them in time of diftreſs 
or danger. 

S. Who was the God Baal-be- 
rith, worſhipped by the Sheche- 
mites? | 


T. It was the god who preſided 


over covenants and contracts; ſuch 


was the Zeus Her dies of the Greeks ;' 


and the Jupiter Piſtius, Deus Fi- 
dins, or Faecalis of the Latins, 


whom they looked upon as a god 
of honeſty and uprightneſs, always 


ſuperintending over treaties and al- 
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liances, and puniſhing thoſe that 
broke them. Therefore it may be 
that the houſe of this god Berith, 
was the citadel, the arſenal, and 
the treaſury of the Shechemites, ta- 
ken from the cuſtom of the hea- 
then nations, whoſe idolatry they 
had copied in this, and in other par- 
ticulars. See Judges, chap. viii, 


33. 
8. What became of Jotham after 


this bold ſpeech? 


T. He eſcaped to Beer, a city on 
the northern frontiers of the tribe 
of Fudah, which was not ſubject to 
Abimelech ; where he was protected. 

S. How long did Abimelech go- 
vern the Shechemites ? 

T. It was not long; for fearing 
the reſentment of his people, who 
were grown jealous and diftruſtful 
of him, that they would have killed 
him, he left the place, and fled for 
his life. 

S. What did the people do upon 
his abdication ? 

T. They choſe another vile 
wretch, one Gaal, the ſon of Ebed, 
to ſucceed him. 

S. Did Abimelech permit him to 
reign in peace? 

T. No: for Abimelech had left 
an officer as a ſpy behind him, 
named Zebul, who informing bim 
of the people's hatred againſt him, 
and the meaſures they were taking 
to defend themſelves from his re- 
ſentment, by fortifying the city; 
and alſo, that Gaal ſpoke of him 
with contempt, ſpoiled all his 
friends, and threatened him much, 
if ever he could catch him; adviſed 
him to endeavour his reſtoration be- 
fore it was too late. fbimelech, up- 


on this advice, having gathered his 


army together, divides it into four 
Parts, 
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Of Tolah, Jair, and Jephthaþ. 


parts, marches all night, and in the 
morning early beſets the city. 

S. What did Gaal do? 

T. Though he was naturally a 
coward, yet ſeeing things reduced 
to the laſt extremity; he marched 
out to give him battle, but was 
defeated and ſlain. ; 

S. Did Abimelech recover his do- 
minion ? 

T. Next dayhe ſtormed the city, 
put all the inhabitants that came in 
his way to the ſword, and burnt 
others in the temple of Berith, who 
had retired thither for ſafety. After 
which, he would, no doubt, have 
ſoon recovered his whole dominion ; 
but in this flaſh of victory, march- 
ing to reduce the town of Thebez, 
which, during theſe times of con- 
fuſion, had revolted; after having ta- 
ken the town, he was endeavouring 
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to ſetfire to the tower and burn the 
inhabitants, who had ſhut them- 
ſelves up therein; when his ſkull 
was fractured by a piece of a mill- 
ſtone thrown down upon him by a 
woman. Finding himſelf mortally 
wounded, he called his. armour- 
bearer to put an end to his liſe 
that it might not be faid, he died by 
the hand of a woman. 

Thus God, in his juſtice, pun- 
iſhed both Abimelech and the men 
of Shechem; making them inſtru- 
ments of each other's deſtruction: 
and thus was Jotham's curſe com- 
pleated in the fate of both. 

Some call Abimelech the fixth 
Judge in Iſrael; but as he was not 
made ſuch by God's appointment, 
I chuſe rather to call him an uſurper 
and tyrant. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Of the Judges Tolah, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, 


and Samſon. 


In which you have the Interpretation of Jeph- 
thah's Yoaw, Samſon's Riddle, and a Relation 


of the Trea- 


chery of Dalilah : Samfon's Dealings with he Philiſtines; 
the Manner how he was taken, and of his Death. Propbane 
Hiftory confirming the Hiſtory of the Judges. 


8. HO then was the ſixth 
judge! E 

7. God raiſed up Tolah, the fon 

of Puah, the ſon of Dodo, of the tribe 

of achar, to be judge of the north- 


ern and eaſtern tribes. He was an e- 


minent and pious man, atid dwelt at 
Shamir, on mount Ephraim, near 
the centre of the country. 

S. How long did he judge / 
rut? 


T. Three and twenty years. 

S. What ſervices did he for this 
nation ? ; 

T. He ſeems to have been a 
prudent and peaceable man, applied 
himſelf to reform abuſes, and put 
down idolatry, and brought the 
Iſraelites back to the true worſhip 
of God, in which he preſerved 


them all his days: this he well 


knew was the ſureſt means to pre- 
N 4 ſerve 
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ſerve them from their enemies; ſo 
that there were no wars in his 
time. | 

S. Where did he die? 

T. At Shamir, and was buried 


there. 

S. Who ſucceeded Tolab? 

T. Jair, a Gileadite, of that 
half tribe of Mana ſſeb, ſeated caſt 
of Jordan, and the firſt governor 
raiſed up out] of any of the tribes 
beyond Jordan. 

S. What family had he? 

Ti. He is mentioned to have had 
thirty ſons, and appears to have 
been poſſeſſed of a large patrimo- 
nial eſtate; for he kept all theſe 
- ſons like princes, mounted them on 
aſſes, which was then efteemed 


an honourable and good convey- 


- ance, and endowed each of them 
with a city for their reſpective re- 
ſidence, called Haveth- Fair. 

S. Was he noted for any mar- 
tial exploits ? 

T. No: but after he had ruled 
Iſrael in peace 22 years he died, 


and was buried at Camon the place 
of his abode. 


- 8. How long did the Jſraelites 
perſevere in their duty to God ?] 
T. The long reſt which they had 
under Tolah and Fair, had, as u- 
ſual, defaced all their gratitude to 
God, whoſe mercies and judgments 
were no longer in remembrance. 
And though Jair, by the prudence 
of his conduct and good example, 
and by the aſſiſtance of his ſons, 
who were as ſo many governors 
diſperſed over the land, had kept 
them from the abominations of the 
Gentiles ; he was no ſooner dead, 
than forſook the worſhip of 
the Lord, and publickly ſerved 
Baalim and Aſbtaroth, and adopted 


- 
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the gods of the Syrians, Sidonians, 


Ammonites, Moabites, and Philiflines, 

S. Did not God viſit them for 
theſe iniquities? 

T. He incited the Philiflines 
on the weſt, and the Ammonites 
on the eaſt, to invade and op- 
preſs them at the ſame time, 
The Ammonites not only made 
their incurſions on the 1/raelites on 
the eaſt ſide of Jordan, year after 
year, for the ſpace of eighteen years, 
but paſſing over Jordan, moleſted 
alſo the tribes of Zudah, Benjamin, 
and Ephraim. 

S. Did theſe afflictions bring 
them to a ſenſe of their guilt? 
T. Yes: and they, on this oc- 
caſion, ſhewed ſuch hearty tokens 
of repentance, and ſo zealouſly de- 
ftroyed and renounced all their 


idols, and betook themſelves fo ſin- 


cerely to the ſervice of God, that 
the Almighty was pleaſed to expreſs 
himſelf as grieved for their oppreſ- 
ſions, and he may be thought in 
mercy to have directed them how 
they ſhould accompliſh their deli- 
verance. | 

S. How were they delivered from 
theſe enemies ? 

T. The tribes had been raiſing 
of men to give them battle upon 
their next invaſion; but they had 
no commander in chief.” 7ephthab 
was a man of known courage and 
conduct, and was therefore pitched 
upon, and afterwards appointed 
their general, in a full aſſembly of 
their chiefs : he accepted of the 
command, on. condition, that, if 


he ſhould happen to be ſucceſsful 


in the war, they ſhould eſtabliſh 

him their governor. for life, 
Zephthab being inveſted with this 
power and authority, ſent ambaſ- 
| ſadora 
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I of Jephthah's Yew. 


ſadors to the king of Ammon, to 
demand the reaſon of his invading 


of Gilead; his anſwer was, that 


their land was his, the J/raelites 
having taken it from his anceſtors, 
in their paſſage from Egypt, and 
that he was determined to recover 
it. Jepbthab would have reaſoned 
with the king upon the injuſtice of 
his demand: but finding a nego- 
ciation was ineffectual, to prevent 
a war, which the Ammonites were re- 
ſolved upon, he made the beſt prepa- 
ration he could to receive them, and 
having made a vow unto the Lord, 
he took the field, appealing to God 
to judge and decide between the 
children of Iſrael, and the Ammo- 
nites in this cauſe, Fephthah being 
inſpired by God with the ſpirit of 


wiſdom and courage, and other. 


neceſſary qualities for a general, 
left Mixpeb; and meeting with the 
Ammonites near the river Arnon in 
the borders of //rae/, adjoining to 
Ammon, he ſmote them from a 
place called Aroer, as far as Min- 
nith; in which compaſs he deſtroy- 
ed twenty cities; and he ceaſed not 
till he had carried the ſword unto 
Abel-cheramim, or the plain of the 
vineyards, with a very great ſlaugh- 
ter. By this great victory and o- 
verthrow, the Ammonitee were ſo 


weakened, that they never invaded 


Iſrael any more. 

S. Who was this Tephtbab? 

T. He was a natural ſon of G:- 
lead, of the half tribe of Manaſſeh, 
on the eaſt fide of Jordan; and as 
ſuch, having no right to inheritance, 
on his father's death, he was expel- 
led from his houſe, and obliged to 
ſeek his fortune in the land of Tob, 
or I- tob, a part of Syria, not far 
from the Ammonites, Here he made 
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frequent excurſions into the Ammo- 
nites country, and frequently brought 
off much ſpoils from them. 

S. What vow. was it Jephthab 
made, before he took the field? 

T. He raſhly vowed, that if he 
returned with victory, whatever firſt 
came out of the doors of his houſe 
to meet him ſhould be the Lord's, 
and he would offer it for a burnt- 
offering. 

S. What came firſt out of his 
doors to meet him on his return ? 

T. His daughter, who tranſport- 
ed with joy for the glory her father 
had acquired, came out to meet 
him with timbrels and with dances. 
Fephthah ſeeing his daughter, was 
pierced with ſorrow, and rending 
his cloaths, acquainted her with the 
vow he had made: whereupon ſhe 
as a perſon not at all diſmayed, ex- 
horted her father courageouſly to 
perform his vow, aſſuring him, ſhe 
ſhould die very contentedly, forafſ- 
much as God had given him the vic- 
tory over his enemies. She only de- 
fired two months time to go with 
ſome of her companions to bewail 
her virginity z which being paſt, ſhe * 
returned to her father, ho did with * 


her according to his vow. 


This vow of Fephthah's ſhould be 
conſidered as an inſtance of thoſe 
indiſcreet vows, ſome people en- 
gage themſelves in, whereby they. *© 
are put ypon the unhappy neceſſity, 
either of committing a ſin, by break- 
ing their vow made to God, or of 
becoming criminal by their perfor- 
mance of it, | 

From hence let me caution you 


never to make a vow, till you have 
well conſidered the conſequences, 
and how it may affect you: and 
when you have vowed unto the 


Lord, 


fides your vows ſhould be lawful, 
agreeable to the laws of God and 
nature, or it is a mere act of raſh- 
neſs, and will not be accepted by 

S. How was Jepbt hab received 
by the /ſraelites after this great vie- 


? 

wes He was no ſooner returned 
victorioùs, and laden with ſpoil, but 
the Ephramites picked a quarrel with 
him, becauſe (as they pretended) he 
had not ſent for them to join the 
army, and to ſhare in the victory 
and plunder ; and refufing all pa- 
cific meaſures, marched in a conſi- 
derable body in a hoſtile manner 
over Jordan, threatening to burn 
his houſe over his head. hthah 
finding that reaſoning would not do, 
he attacked them in the field, and 
put them to flight, and being re- 
folved to hinder them from giving 
him the like moleſtation any more, 
he ſent and ſecured the paſſes over 
Jordan, and flew in all 42,000 of 
them 


8. How did his people know 
thoſe to be Ephraimitets that came 
to paſs the fords ? 

T. By the teſt of the word Shib- 
boleth, which the Ephraimites pro- 
nounced Sibboleth, which fignifies 
floodsof water; ſo that probably they 
were required to beg to paſs over the 
water ; and not being able to pro- 
nounce this word any otherwiſe than 
a it uſed to be ſpoke in their own 
country, they were hereby diſco- 
yered. | 
. How long did Fephthah rule 
min fred? 

T. Only fix years. He died and 
was buried in his on country at 
Mixpeh in Gilead. 
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Lord, delay not to perfotm it. Be- 


S. Who ſucceeded Fephthah # 

T. Ibzan of Bethlehem. His fa- 
mily was very numerous and flou- 
riſhing ; for he had thirty ſons, and 
thirty daughters, whom he married, 
He judged 1/rael! ſeven years, and 
died at Bethlehem, and was buried 
at Jeruſalem. 

S. Who ſueceeded [bzan ? 

T. Elma Zebulonite, who ruled 
ten years; and after him ſucceeded 
Abdom of the tribe of Ephraim, 
who ruled eight years. His family 
was very numerous, conſiſting of 
40 ſons, and 30 grandſons, who are 
ſuppoſed to have aſſiſted him in the 
government. During the admini- 
ſtration of theſe judges, the J/rae- 
lites enjoyed a peace of 23 years 
continuance, - 

S. Were theſe three laſt menti- 
oned judges by God's appointment ? 

T. It does not appear whether 
they were or not. Poſſibly they were 
elected by the chiefs of the people, 
who, while they continued in their 
obedience to God, were convinced 
that a chief ruler was advantageous 
to Iſrael, both to preferve them 
from their enemies, and to keep up 
the ſervice of the true God among 
them. 

S. Who ſucceeded Abdon? 

T. The long eaſe and plenty 
which the children of Iſrael enjoyed, 
had now again hardened their hearts: 
and the judge being dead that kept 
them in their duty, and every one 
deſiring to do as ſeemed beſt in his 
own eyes, they could not agree in 
the choice of a ſucceſſor. The con- 
ſequence of which was, that they 
relapſed” into their old impieties, 
went a whoring after their own in- 
ventions, and forſook the God that 
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S. Did not God avenge himſelf? 

T. He ſuffered them to be punifh- 
ed by the yearly incurfions and ra- 
ages of the Philiftimes, who vexed 
and oppreſſed them forty years. 

S. How were the Jſrazlites de- 
livered from the hands of the Phi- 
Iiftines ? 

T. Not by the power of a ny- 
merous army, nor by the wiſdom 
of human policy ; but in a moſt ex- 
traordinary manner; even by the 
ſtrength and courage of one man. 

S. Who was that extraordinary 

perſon ? 
T. His name was Samſon ; whom 
God called to this ſervice from his 
mother's womb, and by many won- 
derful providences raiſed him for a 
defence and avenger of Iſrael, and 
a ſcourge to their oppreflors the 
Philiſtines. 

F. I ſhould be glad to hear his 
hiſtory ? 

T. Samſon was the fon of Ma- 
noah, a Danite of Zorah, His mo- 
ther was a long time barren, and 
had no children, which was ac- 
counted a great diſgrace in ſrael, 
But an angel appeared, and told her, 
that God was pleaſed to make her 
the mother of a deliverer of 1/raz! 
from the Philiſtines; and directed 
her neither to drink wine, nor o- 
ther ſtrong liquors, nor to eat any 
unclean thing during her pregnancy: 
and that the child ſhould never let 
his hair be ſhaved, for that he ſhould 
be a Nazarite from his birth all his 
life. At the time appointed the di- 
vine promiſe was accomplifhed, and 
the woman was delivered of a fon, 
whom ſhe named Samſon. 

His exceeding ſtrength preſently 
ſhewed, that he was miraculouſly 


endued with the fpirit of God; 
which, as he grew up, put him up- 
on executing ſome extraordi 
things, as ſpecimens of the great 
work God intended to accompliſh 
by his ſtrength and valour, on 

per opportunities, as particularly in 
the place called the camp of Dan, 
and between Zorab and EHtaol. 

The firft particular account we 
have of his proweſs, when he was 
grown up, was in his way to Tim- 
nath, a city of the Philiſtines, hi- 
ther he went to demand a 
woman of that place to be his wife. 
Meeting with a young lion in his 
way thither, that was running to 
devour him, he laid hold of him, 
and ſeized him, and with his bare 
hands tore him to pieces, 

Having obtained the damſel in 
marriage, at the feſtival of the wed- 
ding, which was celebrated at Tim- 
nath with great ſplendor, Samſon 
propounded a riddle to thirty youn 
men, whom his wife's relations 
brought to honour him at the mar» 
riage-feaſt ; which was, Out of 
the eater came forth meat, and 
out of the ſtrong came forth ſweets 
© nefs.* and promiſed, that if they 
could explain it in the ſeven days 
that the feaſt laſted, he would give 
them thirty ſuits of cloaths, and the 
like number of ſhirts ; and if they 
could not explain it in that time, 
they were to forfeit the like to Him. 

The agreement was made; but 
they not being able to find out the 
meaning of the riddle, 'prevailed'on 
his wife, what by threats and intrea- 
ties, to get the ſecret from her huſ- 
band, and reveal it to them. Samſon 
tired and overcome by her impor- 
tunity, declares the riddle to her, 

which 
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which ſhe preſently told the Phili- 

ines. Samſon hereupon finding 
himſelf deceived by his wife, told 
them that they had ploughed with 
his heifer ; and being moved with 
the ſpirit of God, he went to a city 
of the Philiſtines, called 4ſeelon, 
killed thirty men of them, and 
brought their raiment to thoſe that 
had explained his riddle. 

Samſon diſguſted with his wife on 
this occaſion, left her, and went to 
his father's houſe. She, in his ab- 
ſence, was given in marriage to one 
of thoſe thirty young men above- 
mentioned. But when Samſon's 
reſentment was ſomewhat abated, 
(God being willing to diſplay his 
uncommon ſtrength farther in the 
ſervice of his people) he returned 
with purpoſe of being reconciled to 
his wife, not knowing what ſhe had 
done. Her father denies him ad- 
mittance to her chamber ; relates 
what had happened; and offers him 
his y daughter, who was 
fairer, for a wife in her ſtead. Sam- 
ſen diſſatisfied thereat, vowed ven- 
geance, and told him the Philiſtines 
hereafter will have no reaſon to 
complain of injuſtice, if he return- 
ed them the evils they had now 
done to him. In this reſolution he 
went out, and by ſome means or 
other caught three-hundred foxes, 
and tying them tail to tail with a 
lighted. torch between each pair, 
he turned them into the ſtanding 
corn of the Philiſtines at different 
places, and (et it all on fire, with 
their vineyards and olive-trees. 

When the Philiſtines underſtood 
that Samſon had done all this miſ- 
ebief, in revenge for the affront put 


upon him, by giving away his wife 


The HoLy BIB ILE explained. 


to another man, they came and fired 
the houſe, and burnt Sam/on's wife 
and her father therein. Samſon look- 
ing on this act of their's as a freſh 
provocation, in revenge ſet upon, 
and ſlew a great number of the Phi- 
Iiftines. And being conſcious that 
he muſt have highly provoked the 
Philiftines in general by this laſt 
ſlaughter of them, he fled to the 
land of Fudah, and took up his re- 
ſidence on the top of the rock Etam, 
a ſtrong place; for as no more than 
one man could aſcend to the top a- 
breaſt, it was eaſily defenſible: : 
Hither the Philiftines with a 
ſtrong force purſued him, and threa- 
tened to lay waſte all the country of 
Judab, if they would not deliver 
up Samſon to them. The men of 
Zudah, to avert ſuch a deſolation of 
their country as they had reaſon to 
think muſt have followed, if they 
ſhould refuſe, prevailed with Samſon 
8 them to bind him, which 
t did with two new ftr 
cords, and conducted him in the 
condition to the Philiſtines camp. 
Here it ſhould be obſerved, that 
had God intended to have ſent 
Samſon to make open war againſt 
the enemies of his people, here 
was a fit opportunity to declare 
it; for there were three thou- 
ſand men of Judab aſſembled on 
this occaſion, who certainly would 
have obeyed him, had he received 
and ſhewn any divine commiſſion 
for that purpoſe ; and this number 
was more than ſufficient, under 
God's protection, to repulſe and 


beat any army which depended on 


human ſtrength alone. Therefore, 
let it be here particularly noted, 


That Samſon was only appointed by 
| | God 
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| God to harraſs, weaken, and to 


keep the Philiſtines in awe, that, 
out of dread of him, they might be 
leſs cruel in their oppreſſions. And 
this may be properly gathered from 
the words of the angel, who only 
ſaid, that he ſhall begin to deliver 
Iſrael. Jud. xiii. 5. 

While the Philiſtines went out, 
ſhouting for joy on this enemy of 
their's being delivered into their 
hands; the fpirit of the Lord, in an 
inſtant, came upon Samſon, and he 
breaking his cords in pieces, as if 
they were pieces of burnt flax, laid 
hold on the jaw-bone of an aſs, 
which happened to be near him, 
and therewith flew a thouſand of 
the Philiſtines. 


After this victory Samſon ventured 


to go openly to Gaza, a city of the 
Philiftines, and went into an harlot 
who reſided there; which was ſoon 
made known to the magiſtrates, who 
poſted a guard both about the inn, 
where he lodged, and at the city 
gates, reſolving in the morning to 
furpriſe and kill him. Samſon being 
informed of this their deſign, roſe 
in the midnight, and taking with 
him the two gates of the city, gate- 
poſts, bar and chain, on his fhoul- 


ders, carried them to the top of an 


hill, which lies between Gaza and 
Hebron. 
Some time after having fallen in 


love with a woman, 
lah, who dwelt in the valley of So- 


ret, about a mile and an half from 


Eſcol, the Philiſtines engaged her, 
by the promiſe of a large fum of 
money, to get out of him'the im- 

rtant ſecret wherein his great 
ftrength lay. He diſſembled with 
her ſeveral times ; yet, though he 
was convinced that the intended to 


3 


named Dali- 


betray him to his enemies, it was 
God's will, thus to bring about the 
wiſe ends of his Providence, that he 
ſhould tell her the truth at the laſt. 


Dalilah hereupon informing the' | 


Philiſtines, that his great ſtrength 
lay in his hair, which ſhe took a 
proper opportunity to cut off, they 


came upon him, .and ſeizing him' 
without oppoſition or danger, put 


out his eyes; and, as ſome think 
they had agreed with Dalilab not to 


kill him, they brought him down to 
Gaza, to be there expoſed to deri- 


fion, where he had before expoſed 
them to ſhame, by carrying away 
the gates of their city; and having 
loaded him with fetters, they made 
him grind, with other ſlaves, in the 
prifon-houfe. But even this very 
thing turned to their ruin, For 
Samſon's hair grew again ſo quick, 
and his ſtrength with it, that when 
the lords of the Philiſtines aſſembled 


ſoon after to rejoice and offer to 


their god Dagon a facrifice of 
thankſgiving for delivering Samſon 
into their hands, he was by the ſin- 
gular blefling of God become fo 
ftrong, that when he was brought 
into the temple of their god, to 
make-them ſport, being placed be- 
tween two pillars that ſupported 
the houſe, he laid hold of them, 
and praying unto God to enable 
him to avenge the lofs of his eyes, 
he ſhook the pillars with ſuch force 
as brought the whole houſe down 
upon the lords, and other people 
that were therein; and thereby a- 
bout 2000 were cruſhed in the 
ruins. Thus died Samſon, after 
having judged J/rael 20 years, ſlay- 


ing more at his death, than he had 


done in all his life. 
S. I muſt m how 


Samſon's 
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os mother was aſſured that the 
of her conception was from 

God ? 

T. She went preſently and ac- 
quainted her huſband with what ſhe 
had ſeen and heard. AMeanoah there- 
upon intreated the Lord to ſend his 
angel a ſecond time, that he might be 
informed perſonally of the method, 
in which he was ordered to bring up 
the ſan he had graciouſly promiſed 
him, God accordingly ſent the an- 
gel a ſecond time; with whom Ma- 
naab converſed freely, and was con- 
vinced by a miracle, that the meſ- 
ſage was from God: for, as Aanoab 
offered a burnt ſacrifice unto the 
Lord, the angel aſcended in the 
midft of the flame towards heaven, 
in the ſight of MAanoah and his wife. 

S. What do you mean by a Na- 
xarite? 5 
T. A Nazarite. under the law, 
was one who made a vow of ob- 
ſerving certain rites, and a more 
than ordinary degree of purity. The 
rules they obſerved, were to abſtain 
from wine, and all ſtrong liquors ; 

to let their hair grow without cut- 
- or ſhaving; not to enter into 
2 houſe polluted by a dead body in 
it; nor to be preſent at a funeral. 
And this Nazariteſhip was either 
perpetual or temporary. It was per- 
petual in Samſen, and Fubu the Bap- 
tift ; and in theſe caſes, the perſons 
were conſecrated from the womb to 
this vow by their parents, and could 


never be abſolved from it. It was 


temporal, when any perſon vowed 
to obſerve thoſe rules only for a cer- 


taintime, at the expiration of which, 
they were obliged to appear before 
the prieſt, and to perform certain 
ceremonies, 


8. What were theſe ceremonies ? 
3 
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T. When the time of their ſepa- 
ration and vow was ended, the prieſt 
brought the perſon to the door of 
the temple, who there offered to 
the Lord a he-lamb for a burnt of. 
fering, a ſhe-lamb for an expiato 
ſacrifice, and a ram for a peace w4 
fering, with loaves, and cakes, and 
wine neceſlary for the libations, 
Then the prieſt, or ſome other, 
ſhaved the head of the Nazarite at 
the door of the tabernacle, and 
burnt his hair in the fire on the al 

tar: after which, the prieſt put a 
ſhoulder of the ram roaſted, and a 
loaf and a cake into the hands of 
the Nazarite ; which he returning 
to him again, the prieſt lifted them 
up in the preſence of the Naxarite, 
offered them unto the Lord; and 

abſolved him from his vow. | 

S. What was the meaning of 
Samſon's riddle ? 

T. You'may remember that "a 
had killed a lion in his way to Tim- 
nath. On his return from thence, 
he found that a ſwarm of bees had 
lodged themſelves, and formed a 
honey-comb in the lion's throat. 
Samſon took and eat of the honey, 
and carried ſome of it home to his 
parents, without telling them of his 
exploit ; and they alſo eat of it. 
Now in his riddle, the eater and the 
ſtrong were the lion ; the meat and 
the ſweetneſs were the honey. 

S. What was the name of the 
place where Samſon ſlew the Phi- 
OY with. the IG of an 


we He gave it the name of Ro- 
math-lehi, which is interpreted, the 
lifting up, or rather, as ſome fay, 
the caſting away of the jaw-bone ; 
becauſe when he had ended his ſong 
of triumph, he caſt it NE 
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S. What token did God give him 
of his approbation of this act? 

T. Being very faint with thirſt 
after this . and ſong, he 
prayed to God for a little water to 
refreſh him : and God in anſwer to 
his prayer clave a hollow place in 
the rack near Lobi, which imme- 
diately flowed with water; which 
fountain he called En-ha#kore, or 
the well of him that prayed to God 
for water; and it continued as a 
monument of God's favaur to Sam- 
ſon at Labi many years after. 

S. Where was the city 4ſcelon, 
where Samſon killed the 3o men, 
and took their raiment ? | 

T. It was ſituate between =, 
and Gaza, upon the coaſt of the 
Mediterranean ſea, about 520 fur- 
longs diſtant from Jeruſalem. Here 
it was that Derceto, the mather of 
Semiramis, was worſhipped by the 
Gentiles in the ſhape of a mermaid : 
and here ſtood the temple of Apollo, 
whereat Herod, the father of Anti- 
pater, and. grand-father to Hergd 
the Great, officiated as prieſt, This 
temple is ſtill in being; but is in 
great obſcurity, and famous for 
none of the excellencies aſcribed to 


it by antiquity. 


S. What do you ſay of Gaza? 

7. Joſhua made this city a part 
of Judab : it being ſituate between 
Raphia and 4ftelon, towards the 
ſouthern extremity of the land of 
promiſe. It was afterwards ſeized 
by the Philifines, who made it one 
of their fve pringipalities, Its ad- 
vantageous fituation was the cauſe 
of its often changing its maſters, 
Jaſbua took it from the Philiſtines; 
the Phili/tines recovered it from the 
{jraelites,; and again, we read of it 


alternately in the hands of the Cen- 
tiles and Hezebiab ; of the Chalde- 
ans, when they reduced Syria and 
Phenigia ; and of the Perſians, who 
x8 . eat too 

and demoliſhed it, 1 82 
It once more roſe again, but not 
ſo great, by the name of Majuma, 
which was at one time ſubject to 
the kings of Egypt; then it 
taken and ſacked by Antiochus t 
Great : the Aſmoneans or Maccabecs 
took it ſeveral times from the & 
rians z.. and it was totally deſtroyed 
by Alexander Jannæus, king of the 
Hebrews : Gabinius once mare re- 
paired it: Auguſtus gave it to He- 
rad the Great : Again, Conſtantine 
the Great gave it the name of Canſlan- 
tia, with many independent privi- 
leges in honour of his ſon; but the 
emperor Julian deprived it of them 
all, and deſtroyed it. 

S. What were the names of the 
five chief cities of the Philiſtines:? 

T. Accarad, Aſcalun, Gaza, A. 
zoth, and Gath, But this will be 
better underſtoad, if it be obſerve 
ed, that Gaza ſtood, on the very 
ſauth-weſt corner of the land of 
Canaan. Aſtelan, or b, 44> lay on 
the north of Gaza, Lo the north 
of Aſcalon was ſituate Azoth, or 
Azatus, which is the Greet name 
for A/bdod. Sill mote to the north, 
was built the city Gath, famous for 
giants, and the birth - place of Go- 
liab, whom David flew, It was 
diſmantled by Oxiat, king of Ju- 
dah, and laid waſte by Hazael, 
king of Sxria; but recovered itſelf, 
and retaſned its old name in the 
days of Eufebizs and St. Zerem, who 
place it about four miles from Elen- 

. | theropolis, 
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" theropolis, in the way to Lydda. 


But the moſt northern of theſe ci- 
ties was Accarod or Accaron, more 
properly Ekron, a place of great 
wealth and power, and famous for 
the idolatrous worſhip of Beelzebub. 
S. What was the ſum of money 
with which the Pbiliftines bribed 
Dalilah ? 
T. Each of theſe five cities are 
ſuppoſed to have promiſed her 1100 


pieces, which together made 5 50 


ſhekels of filver, or 3431. 15 s. 
ſterling. 3 
S. What god was it whom the 
inhabitants of Gaze worſhipped by 
the name of Dagon ? 
T. This god, upon the beſt au- 


* thority, is ſuppoſed to be Neptune. 


The etymology of Dagon is to be 
ſought in the Phoenician word Dag, 
which ſignifies a fiſh: and, accord- 
ingly, the idol is uſually repreſent- 
ed, as the Heathens do Tritons and 
Syrens, in the ſhape of a woman, 
with the lower parts of a fiſh. The 
goddeſs Derceto worſhipped by the 
ſame nation at Aſtelon, was like- 
wiſe of the ſame ſhape, and being 


allowed to have been a female dei- 
ty, it may be with great propriety 


ſaid, that Dirceto was the Amphi- 


trite to Dagon, the Philiſtine Nep- 


tune. 

S. How can Samſon be ſaid to be 
judge in [/rael ? 2 

7. I do not ſo properly look up- 
on Samſon, as the ſupreme magi- 
ftrate in /frael (for Eli, the high- 
prieſt,did very probably then govern 
both the church and ftate) but only 
that he was the chief man of war, 
whoſe valour was renowned, and 
ho did many great and ſignal ex- 


ploits in order to reſcue his country 


from the oppreſſion of their ene- 
mies, and to reſtore them to their 
former liberty. 

S. I ſhall be glad to know what 


a judge was in 1/rael ? 


T. It was a magiſtrate, not un- 
like the Athenian archon, and the 
Roman diQtator, whoſe power was 
a medium between a king and an 
inferior magiſtrate. They acted as 
God's vicegerents; and their ho- 
nour only laſted for liſe, without 
deſcending to their poſterity; they 
were generally appointed to that 
office by God himſelf, whoſe ſpe- 
cial commiſſion was known by the 
extraordinary proweſs and gifts he, 
on ſuch occaſions, communicated 
to them, and by the exploits, he 
enabled them to perform. —Some- 
times the people, without waiting 
for a divine deſignation, did chuſe 
a Chief, upon the demiſe of a judge; 


which chief magiſtrates, tho' they 
are commonly numbered as judges, 


I would rather look upon as tempo- 
rary governors, who muſt have gi- 
ven place, had it pleaſed God. on 
ſome extraordinary occaſion, to ap- 
point a judge over his people, to 
deliver them out of their diſtreſs. 
The judge's office was to protect 
the laws, but not to make new 
ones, nor to lay any new taxes up- 
on the people; to defend religion, 
eſpecially againſt all idolatrous cor- 
ruptions, and to -puniſh all crimes 
againſt God and man. But it muſt 
be obſerved, that their dominion 
ſeldom reached over all the land, 
but over that diftri or part only, 
which happened to be oppreſled, 
and which they were appointed to 
deliver. SO? | 


S. What footſteps of, or alluſi- 
| ons 
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ons are there to the hiſtory of theſe 
Hebrew judges, in heathen authors? 

T. Shamgar's {laying ſo many 
Philiſtines with an ox-goad, is ap- 
plied to Lycurgus overthrowing the 
forces of Bacchus, with the ſame 
weapon. The ſtory of the Thebean 
Sphinx may allude to the propheteſs 
Deborah. The Grecian Hercules 
ſeems founded in no other than 
Samſon ; and his Omphale appears to 
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bave been Dalilah ; and his pillars 
of Cales bear the greateſt affinity 
with thoſe of Gaza. Who, but muſt 
diſcern the fatal locks in the fable 
of Niſus, king of Megara; and his 
foxes were commemorated at Rome 
every return of the harveſt, by the 
name of Vulpinalia, by tying them 
tail to tail, and then letting them 
2 burning torches between 
as | | 
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Of Eli and his Family. 
is choſen to 
of the People. 
King. 


Of Samuel and his Parents. 
ſucceed Eli, in the Higb-prieſtbood and Government 
The Iſraelites demand a King. 
The Government and Wars 


Samuel 


Saul is anointed 


of Saul. Of his Son Jona- 


than, and his Valour. Of Saul's Diſobedience to God's Com- 
mand. Saul is deprived of the Kingdom, and David by God's 
Appointment, is anointed by Samuel in his lead. David cures 
Saul of a Diſtemper, and kills Goliah. Saul endeavours to de- 
ſtroy David, who flies, is purſued, and ſettles at Ziglah. Saul 
conſults the Witch of Endor, and ſees the Ghoſt f Samuel. Of 
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the Defeat and Death of Saul and Jonathan. 


S. I D not you ſay that the 
civil and eccleſiaſtical go- 
vernment ſeems to have been in the 


hands of Eli the high-prieſt in Sam- 


ſon's time? 

7. Ves. 

S. Who was this Eli? 

T. He was of the family of Itha- 
mar, the youngeſt ſon of Aaron. 
He was in himſelf a pious man ; but 
too indulgent and remiſs towards 
his children, and too mild in his re- 
proofs of their ill- conduct. For 
which reaſon, God puniſhed his fa- 
mily, by removing the prieſthood 
from it, and bringing them to beg- 
gary. | 


S. Did God permit Eli to die in 
the prieſthood ? 

T. Ves: but he died in a deplo- 
rable manner, which appears to be 
Mm ſome ſort judicial. For having 
heard the news, that his two ſons 
Hophni and Phineas, who were mere 
libertines, were lain in battle, and 
that the ark of God was taken by 
the enemy, he fell backward from 
his ſeat, and broke his neck. He 
had ruled //rael forty years. 

S. From whom did Eli hear this 
bad news ; | 
T. From a Benjamite ſoldier, that 
had eſcaped from the field of battle, 
and brought the ill news to * 

— I bis 
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This great and mournful event, 
he related with that exactneſs and 
brevity, that by the greateſt cri- 
tics, it is recommended. as a pat- 
tern to thoſe, who muſt be the 
meſſengers of bad news. —Brevity 
is at ſuch a time to be preferred to 
a tedious narration of every par- 
ticular circumſtance, or to decla- 
mation, and pathetic expreſſions.— 
When the firſt word acquaints us 
with our misfortune, we are natu- 
rally deaf to every thing beſides. 
S. What were the crimes of 
Eli's ſons ? 

T. They bad made themſelves 
odious to Ga and man, bx their 
imperious and domineering temper, 
by debauching the women at their 
devotions, and by foreing from the 
people (even before they had made 
their oblations), what part of the ſa- 
criſice they pleaſed, being not con - 
tent with the portion God had al- 
lotted them as prieſts. 

S. How did the Hraelites then 
ſtand before their enemies? 

T. It does not appear, that the 
Iſraelites engaged in any war, till 
Samuel was grown up; when per- 
ceiving that God had bleſſed this 
young man with the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy; in confidence perhaps of 
God's favour in renewing this or- 
der of men among them, they took 
up arms, and determined to reſcue 
themſelves from the yoke of the 
Philiftines. | 


Si. Did they fucceed ? 


T. No: for 4000 of them were 
Nain in the firſt battle; and the Phi- 
lit ines defeated them again in a 
ſecond 3 when they took the ark. 
of God, and flew 30,000 men, 
among whom were Hophni and 
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S. Did the ark of God remain 
with the Phili/tines ? 

T. The Pbiliſtines having thus 
got poſſeſſion of the ark, carried it 
in triumph to Afhded, and placed it 
in the temple near the image of 
their god Dagon. The next morn- 
ing Dagon was found upon the 
ground fallen down upon his face 
before the ark. The Phili/tines rear- 
ed the image up again in its place; 
but it was found next morning not 
only fallen down, but his head and 
the palms of his hands broken off, 
and lying upon the threſhold. God 
in order farther to convince the 
Phik/tines, that their Dagon was far 
inferior to the God of Vrael, ſmote 
all the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood with emerods, and deſtroyed 
the fruits of the ground with ſwarms 
of mice. To redreſs their complaints 
the princes of the Philiſtines move 
the ark to Gath ; but the ſame af- 
flicting judgment © purſued it thi- 
ther, and alſo to Efron. Hereupon 
their prieſts adviſed the fending of 
it away out of their country, which 
was accordingly done in this man- 
ner: they put it in a cart drawn by 
two milch-kine, with a trepaſs-of- 
fering to the God of Iſrael; and let 


the dumb creatures go without any 


direction, which way they choſe. 

S. Whither did the Kine carry 
the ark ? 

F. As their calves were ſhut up 
at home, it was natural to ſuppoſe 
that they would have directly car- 
ried the ark thither. But to con- 
vince us that this affair was ordered 
by God's appointment, they went 
on lowing however. after their 
calves as they went to Bethſhemeſh, 
in the way to Judea, a city belong- 


ing to the Levites, The people of this 


% City, 


Of- Samuel's Birib, 


city, being overjoyed at the arrival 
thereof, took it out, clave the wood 
of the cart, and ſacrificed the kine 
for a burnt-offering unto the Lord ; 
but ſome of them, to the number of 
ſeventy, venturing to look into the 
ark, contrary to the command, and 
in defiance of God's expreſs and ſe- 
vere. threatening (Numb. iv. 20) 
were ſtruck dead for their vain cu- 
rioſity. 

S. Did the ark remain at Beth- 
ſbemeſb? 
T. No: the inhabitants of this 
city, being much terrified at the 
death of the ſeventy, ſent to the 
people of Kirjath-jearim, and de- 


ſired them to fetch it away. Which. 


requeſt was complied with, and the 
ark was placed in the houſe of one 
Abinadab, and was kept there at 
Kirjath-jearim, under the care of 
Abinadab's ſon twenty years. 
S. Who was that Samuel whom 
ou mentioned before, and whom 
the 1/razlites eſteemed ſo much? 
He was the ſon of one Elka- 
nab and Hannah. This Elkanah was 
a Levite, of the family of Kohath, 
and of the city Ramathaim- Zophim, 
or the city of Ramatha, lying in 
the mountains of Ephraim between 
Bethel and Gibeab. 

This Eltanab, Samuel's father, 
had two wives, which was allowed 
under the law; one was named 
Peninnah, and the other Hannah. 
Peninnah bare him ſeveral children; 
but Hannah was barren, till God 
looked on the great ſorrow ſhe ſut- 
fered on this account, heard her 
prayer, and granted her this ſon 

muel. 

S. How did ſhe-know that God 
ſent her this ſon ? 
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7. As ſhe was in the tabernacle, - 
puny forth her ſoul unto the 

ord, Eli, the high- prieſt, who ſaw 
her in great agonies, her lips mov- 
ing, but heard no diſtinct voice from 
her, thinking that ſhe had been 
overcome with ſtrong drink, re- 
buked her at firſt; but being in- 
formed by her of the cauſe of her 
inward ſorrow, and her vow, if 
God would pleaſe to give her a ſon, 
ſhe would dedicate him a Nazarite 
from the womb, to. his ſervice, all 


his life; he blefled her; and believ- 


ing in God ſhe obtained her petiti- 
on from him : for being retutned 
to Ramatha from Shiloh, ſhe con- 
ceived, and brought forth a ſon, 
whom ſhe called Samuel. 

S. Did ſhe perform her vow ; 

T. Yes: for, as ſoon as he was 
grown to a proper age, ſhe brought - 
him to Shilob, and with him an of- 
fering, and preſented him to the 
Lord, in the tabernacle. And hay- 
ing made him a linen ephod, or ſur- 
plice, and a linen coat, left him 
under the care of Eli. 

S. How did Sammel behave in 
this ſtation ? 

T. Very well; infomuch, that 
when the Lord was minded finally 
to pre-admoniſh Eli of his ſons 
wickedneſs, and of his neglect in 
puniſhing them, and of the divine 
reſolution to viſit him, and his poſ- 


terity, with his ſevere judgments 


for the ſame; he called unto Samuel 
in a viſion by night, and revealed 
to him his decree concerning Ell, 
and his houſe. | 

S. Did Samuel make it known to 
Eli? 

. Yeu. tb 

S. How did Eli behave thereon? 

O 2 E et ee 7. He 


196 
T. He received it with a mind 
fully reſigned to the divine pleaſure, 
and ſaid it is the Lord, let him do 
what ſeemeth him good. From this 
time, Samuel as he grew up, was 
eſteemed by Iſrael to be a choſen 
prophet of the Lord, and whatever 
he declared, whether to Eli, or to 
the people, it always was eſtabliſhed 
and verified by God; ſo that, upon 
the death of Eli, Samuel was ac- 
knowledged as judge by all ral, 
and as governor of the people. 

S. Did the Iſrailites chuſe bim 
immediately upon the death of Eli? 

T. It is moſt probable that they 

did. But the firſt account we have 
of him, after Eli's death, is upon 
the Pbiliſtines ſending home the 
ark, ſeven months after it had been 
in their poſſeſſion; when calling the 
people together at ir jatb. jearim, 
and having prevailed with them, 
upon this extraordinary - event, to 
conſider the mercy of God towards 
them, and to turn from their ido- 
latrous practices to the worſhip of 
the true God; he exhorted them to 
arm themſelves, and appointed their 
rendezvous, at a place called Miſ- 
eh, about fix leagues fouth of Je- 
ruſalem. 

S. Did they aſſemble and meet 
him there? 
T. Yes: and Samuel taking the 
command upon him, having prayed, 
offered a ſacrifice for their ſucceſs. 
And here the people had a ſolemn 
faſt. and humiliation to the Lord; 
and wept, and prayed, and confeſſed 
their ſins, and made libations. 

S. Was this aflemblage of the 

Iſraelites known to the Philiſtines ? 
T. The Philiſtines hearing there- 
of were alarmed, and coming upon 


the Hraelites by ſurpriſe, muſt have 
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routed them intirely, had not God 
viſibly interpoſed, and declared for 
his people. 

S. In what manner? p 

T. The I1fraclites were at firſt put 
into ſome confuſion and diſorder, 
by the Philiſtines coming on them 
unawares; but upon Samuels ſacri- 
fice and interceſſion, God ſent ſuch 
2 dreadful peal of thunder as ſoon as 
the fight began, as ſtruck the Phi- 
liflines with terror and amazement, 
ſo they inſtantly fled, and were pur- 
ſued with great ſlaughter, as far as 
Bethcar. 

S. What advantages did the J+- 
raelites make of this victory? 

T. Samuel obliged the Philiſtines 
to reſtore all the cities taken from 
his people, from Ekron unto Gath : 
and he kept them in ſubjection to 
tſrael, all the remainder of his go- 
vernment. And in memory of this 


ſignal victory, Samuel erected a mo- 


nument, between Mixpebh and Shen, 
and called it Eben-ezer, i. e. The 


fone of help. 


S. How did Samuel employ the 
remainder of his days, in the go- 
vernment of Jſrael ? 

T. He gave himſelf intirely up to 


the peaceable adminiſtration of pub- 


lick juſtice; for which purpoſe he 
took every year a Circuit round a 
great tract of country, till grown in- 
firm by age, he deputed his two ſons, 
vel and Abiah, to execute that of- 
tice, but they degenerating from 
their father's example, became ſuch 
mercenary and corrupt judges, that 
the Iſraelites came in a body, and 
complained thereof unto Samuel ; 
and demanded thereupon, that the 
form of their government might be 
changed, and a king ſet over them, 

as in other nations. 
S. What 
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Saul is anointed the firſt King of Iſrael. 


S. What did Samuel do on this 
occaſion ? 

T. He conſulted God, who di- 
rected him to comply with the re- 
queſt of the people, and to give 
them what they aſked; for, it is 
not you, but me they have rejected, 
ſaid God, from reigning over them 
any longer: and at the ſame time 
ordered Samuel to declare to them 
the prerogatives of a king, and 
what rights they muſt expect he 
would demand from them; and 
withal to inform them, that ſlavery 
to them and their children, ſubjec- 
tion to the meaneſt offices, loſs of 
liberty, heavy taxes, conſtant war, 
and many other inconveniencies, 
would be the conſequence of a 
kingly power. 

S. Did this remonſtrance abate 
their defire of a king? 


T. No: they were bent upon it; 


and the reaſon the people gave, was 
the male adminiſtration of Samue/s 
ſons. | 

S. But there is more room to be- 
lieve, that the ſtreight they were 
in on account of the invaſion made 
by Nahaſb, the king of the Ammo- 
nites, who at that time encamped 
before Jabeſb Gilead, and threat- 
ening immediate deſtruction to its 
inhabitants, made them the more 
urgent : for Samuel being now old, 
and his ſons become odious, and the 
enemy in their country, the {/rae- 
lites, in this exigence, wanted. a 
king, or an able 9 — to conduct 
their forces, without conſulting and 
inquiring of the Lord, as they had 
done at other times, who it was he 
would conſtitute over them? 

S. Whom did God give them 
for a king ? 

T. Saul, the ſon of Kid, a ſhep- 


+ * 
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herd in Gibeab, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a handſome youth, taller 
by the head and ſhoulders than any 
of the people. | 

S. How was Sau! known to be 
the man ? 

T. God had apprized Samuel 
with the coming of the perſon who 
was to be appointed king; and Saud 
being ſent to ſeek his father's affes, 
that were ſtrayed, was led by the 
advice of his ſervant, and no doubt, 
by a divine impulſe, to go and en- 
quire of Samuel then at Ramah, 
concerning them. At the time of 
SauPs arrival, Samuel was going 
up to the high place, to offer a ſo- 
lemn facrifice with the chief of the 
prope; and when he ſaw Saul, he 
new him to be the man whom 
God had choſen, and therefore 
ſhewed him all the reſpect that was 
due to his future character, invited 
him to the ſacrifice and feaſt, ſeated 
him in the higheſt place, and di- 
ſtinguiſhed him in all other reſpects 
with marks of the greateſt defe- 
rence. 

That night Samuel engaged Saul 
to lodge with him, and in the even- 
ing he held a long conference with 
him; and the next morning anoint- 
ed him privately with oil, kifled 
him, and told him, that thereby 
the Lord conſecrated him to the 
regal dignity, and that he ſhould 
deliver his people from their ene- 
mies, and fight their battles. 

S. Did Saul readily acquieſce and 
conſent to this declaration ? 

7. Saul objected to him, that as 
he was of the tribe of Benjamin, which 
is the ſmalleſt in Iſrael, and his fa- 
mily theleaſt in the whole tribe, that 
therefore he ſhould not be addreſſed 
after that manner: but Samuel fore- 
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told him ſeveral events which ſhould 
befall him in his return home, in to- 
ken of the truth of his deſignation to 
the office. Particularly, he ſaid to 
him, as ſoon as you ſhall have left 
me, two men ſhall meet you, who 
will inform you, that the aſſes are 
found: three men ſhall afterwards 
meet you, at the oak of Tabor, go- 
ing to worſhip the Lord at Bethel, 
who will preſent you with two 
loaves: and when you ſhall come 
to Geba, or the hill of God, where 
is a garriſon of the Philiſtines, you 
ſhall find a company of prophets 
coming down from the high place, 
with inſtruments of muſic, where 
the ſpirit of God ſhall fall upon you 
alſo; and you ſhall propheſy with 
them, and ſhall be changed into 
another man. After all theſe ſigns 
are come upon you, act as occaſion 
ſhall ſerve you; for God is with 
you. All theſe tokens accordingly 
came to paſs, as Samuel had fore- 
told. | , 
. You mentioned that Samuel 
went to a high place to offer facri- 
fice to God ; was it cuſtomary for 
the people of God to offer ſacrifice 
on ſuch places? * 

7. This is the firſt inſtance of 
the kind we meet with among the 
Hebrews. And it is thought, that 
this appointment of a private or in- 
ferior place of worſhip by Samuel, 
gave riſe to the inſtitution of ſyna- 
gogues and proſeuchas in ſo many 
places of the kingdom afterwards. 
S. In what manner was Saul pub- 
licly declared, or elected king? 

7. Samuel called the people to- 
gether at Mixpebh, whither the ark 
of God was brought on the occa- 
ſion, and they proceeded to the e 
lection of a king by lot. I he firſt 


* 
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lot was caſt for every tribe ſepa- 
rately, to know out of which the 
king was to be, choſen, and it fell 
upon that of Benjamin; then it was 
caſt forall the families of this tribe, 
and fell upon that of Matri. And 
laſtly, it was caſt for all the perſons 
of this family, and fell upon Saul 
the ſon of Kiſh, who at firſt con- 
cealed himſelf; but being diſco- 
vered, and appearing with much 
majeſty, gained the affections of 
all the people, excepting a few ſons 
of Belial. | 

S. How did theſe ſons of Belial 
ſhew their diſlike of Saul's elec- 
tion ? {arr 

T. It was a conſtant cuſtom a- 
mong the eaſtern nations, on the 
acceſſion of a prince to the throne, or 
whenever they approached him, to 
preſent him with ſomething, which 
carried with it a fign of peace. and 
friendſhip, of congratulation and 
Joy, and of ſubjection and obedi- 
ence; and, in the caſe of Saul at 
this time, was a proper method of 
recognizing him; but ſome perſons 
of rank and quality, deſpiſing the 
meanneſs of his family, refuſed to 
make him any ? 

S. Did Saul, after being inveſted 
with regal power, go to the relief 
of the people of Jabeſb-gilead? 

T. Yes: for the inhabitants there- 
of being now reduced to the utmoſt 
extremity by Nahaſh, who refuſed 
to admit them to capitulate on any 


other conditions, than that each 


man ſhould have his right eye put 
out, (which would render them in- 
capable of warring with either 
ſword and ſhield, or bows and ar- 
rows) Saul, in the ſpace of ſeven 
days, aſſe mbled an army of 300,000 
l/r aelites, beſides 30,050 of the 
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tribe of Judah, and marched im- 
mediately to the relief of the city, 
and ſo totally routed the enemy, 
and diſperſed them, that ſcarce 
two of them were found together. 
Fluſhed with this ſucceſs, he en- 
tered ( Foſephus adds) the ene- 
my's country, laid it waſte, plun- 
dered the inhabitants, flew their 
king, and returned home ſafe and 
victorious, and eariched with great 
ſpoils.  - | 

S. How was Saul received at his 
return from the war? 

T. The ſucceſs of this firſt ex- 
ploit of his won the affection of the 
people ſo much, that he could 
ſcarce reſtrain them from taking 
vengeance on thoſe that had ſhewed 
a diſlike to him at his election. Sa- 
muel rightly judging this a fit occa- 
fion to give-ſuch as had hitherto re- 
fuſed their allegiance to Saul, an op- 
portunity to come in and recog- 
nize his title, appointed a general 
meeting at Gilgal, where the elec- 
tion was confirmed and celebrated 
with great joy betwixt the king 
and people; and the meeting con- 
cluded with ſacrifices and thankſ- 
givings to God. 

S. Did Samuel reſign the govern- 
ment intirely into the hands of Saul 
at. this time ? 

T. Though Saul was eſtabliſhed 
king by him, yet he ſtill retained 
ſome remains of his firſt authority 
till his death. Samuel took occa- 
ſion, at this aſſembly, to vindicate 
his own adminiſtration, and repre- 
hended the people for their light- 
neſs, and former great tranſgreſ- 
ſions; exhorted them to their duty, 
ſet before them the bleſſings that 
would follow their obedience, and 
the judgments. which would cer- 
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tainly attend their diſobedience to 
God ; and having again upbraided 
them for rejecting God as their go- 
vernor, by requiring a king to rule 
them, he gave them a fign, by 
which they might know he had not 
ſaid this without the divine direc. 
tion: God, ſays he, will immedi- 
ately ſend a ſtorm of thunder and 
rain; which he did, tho” very un- 
ſeaſonable and unuſual in thoſe 
countries in the time of wheat- 
harveſt, which was about the latter 
end of June. I his inſtantly com- 
ing to paſs as he had predicted, the 
people were ſtruck with great ter- 
ror, confelled their offence, and 
intreated Samuel to intercede for 
them with God, 
S. Did Saul keep up his great 
army ? | 
T. After this victory, in the ſe- 
cond year of his reign, he diſband- 
ed them all except 3000. TWO 
thouſand of which he kept ſor bis 
own body guard, and the other 
thouſand were to attend his ſon 
onathan. 
S. Had he any wars after this? 
T. Yes : for Jonathan, who was 
a prince of great bravery, had ta- 
ken an opportunity to cut off a gar- 
riſon of the Philiftines in Geba. 
The Philiflines looking upon this 
as a declaration of war, raiſed a 
powerful army, conſiſting of thirty 
thouſand chariots, fix - thouſand 
horſe, and an almoſt innumerable 
number of foot, and came and en- 
camped before Mrichmaſh, about 
nine miles from Jeruſalem, having 
Beth auen or Bethel on the eaſt, 
S. What did Saul and his peo» 
ple do on the news here of ? | 
T. The 1ſraelitiſh army, which 
was to rendezvous at G:/gal, came 
04 in 


in but very ſlowly; and of thoſe 
that did aſſemble, many were ſo 
faint-hearted, as to hide themſelves 
nin the rocks and caves, and others 
providing for their utmoſt ſafety re- 
tired beyond Jordan. Nay, Saul 
himſelf was not without ſhewing 
ſome tokens of diffidence and fear. 
The cauſe of this general panic, 
was, in a great meaſure, owing to 
Samuels delay, who had been im- 
patiently expected to come, and 
offer ſacrifices on this occaſion, and 
to bleſs the people before they 
marched, and he was not yet come, 
though he had charged San to ex- 
pect him at Gilgal. 

S. What did Saul do on this oc- 
caſion ? 

T. Finding himſelf preſſed hard 
by the Philiftines, and almoſt in- 
tirely abandoned by his own ſol- 
diers, and having waited the pro- 
phet's coming for ſix days, on the 
ſeventh, being grown utterly im- 
patient, under the pretence of de- 
votion, offers ſacrifices. 

S. Did not Samuel come at laſt? 

T. Juſt as Saul had finiſhed his 
offering, Samuel came agreeable to 
his promiſe, within the ſevendays ; 
and having ſharply reprehended 
Saul for his intruſion into the holy 
function, which did not belong to 
him, further acquainted him, that 
God had rejected him, and would 
raiſe up another king, who would 
more ſincerely truſt in his protec- 
tion, and obey his commands. 

S. Did Sau! march againſt the 
enemy ? | 

T. Samuel went to Gibeab, and 
Sau followed him with his ſmall 
army, which was now no more 
than about fix hundred men, and 


theſe in a manner unarmed, and 
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badly provided for action; and there- 
fore he ſtood for ſome time on the 
defenſive only, and contented him- 
ſelf with guarding the paſlages: 
yet with this handful of men, Saul 
afterwards fought the Phili/tines, 
and beat them. 

S. In what manner? 

T. The main body of the Phi. 
liſtines continued at Micmaſh ; but 
they frequently ſallied out in par- 
ties, and ravaged the country with- 
out oppoſition. —In this ſtate of the 
enemy, who were now grown too 
ſecure, Jonathan, accompanied 
only with his armour-bearer, had, 


Without orders, aſcended. a ſteep 


rock, where the enemy leaſt of 
all expected an attack, and ſur- 
prizing ſome of their out - guards 
early in the morning, killed ſome, 
and put the reſt in ſuch confuſion, 
that miſtruſting friends for foes, 
they deſtroyed one another. Saul 


getting early intelligence hereof, 


took advantage of this panic and 
conſternation of the enemy, attack - 
ed them with great fury, and to- 
tally routed and defeated them: for 
the Hebrews, that were among tlie 
Philiflines, and thoſe who fled to 
the rocks and caves to hide them- 
ſelves, had now come out and join- 
ed themſelves to Saul, ſo that the 
defeat was very great. 

S. Did Sau/purſue them that fled ? 

T. Yes: but by means of a raſh 
vow made by Saul, many of them 
eſcaped. 

S. What was the vow ? | 

T. Saul, in the heat of the pur- 
ſuit, having ordered it to be pro- 
claimed, that none, under pain of 
death, ſhould eat any thing till 
night, that the ſlaughter of the ene- 
my might not be retarded. W 


Saul is deprived of his Kingdom. 


this had a very bad effe& ; for the 
people grew faint in the purſuit for 
want of refreſhment, whereby ma- 
ny of the Philiftines eſcaped; and it 
had like to have been fatal to Jona · 
than, who having been abient, and 
knowing nothing of this interd ict 
of his father, he had like to have 
fallen a ſacrifice to his raſh vow, 
merely for eating a little honey, 
had not the people interpoſed, and 
delivered him. 

S. What family had Saul? 

T. He married Abinoam, the 
daughter of Ahimaaz, by whom he 
had three ſons, Jonathan, Iſbui, 
and Melchi ſua 
Michael and Merab. His couſin- 
german was Abner, whom he made 
general of his forces. 

S. Wham did he make war with 
next ? 

T. With the Amaletites. 

S. On what account? 

T. God commanded him, by 
his prophet Samuel, to put in exe- 
cution a ſentence, which many 
years before he had decreed againſt 
them for oppoling the //raelites in 
their paſlage from out of Egypt : 
and his commiſſion was utterly to 
deſtroy all the men, women, and 
children, together with their herds 
and their cattle. 

S. Did Saul execute it punctu- 
ally ? 

T. No: for he ſaved their hig 
Agag, and the beſt of their cattle 
alive, under a pretence of devotion, 
to offer unto God in ſacrifice; but 
really out of a principle of vanity 
and covetouſneſs. 

S. What was the conſequence 
of this diſobedience of Sau!"s ? 

T. God being provoked with 
this raſh and preſumptuous diſobe- 
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; and two daughters, 
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dience to his expreſs command, 
ordered Samuel to go and declare 
to him in his name, that.it tepented 
him that he had made' him king ; 
and that it was God's unalterable 


purpoſe to alienate the kingdom 


from his family; and this becauſe 
he had preſumed to follow his own 
will in oppofition to God's; and 
told him, that an humble and re- 
ſigned obedience was the thing a- 
bove all others required of man, as 
highly preferable before all victims 
and offerings. 

S. What became of king Agag? 

T. Samuel having feverely re- 
buked Saul, ordered Agag to be 
brought before him, and in his zeal 
to execute the orders God had giv- 
en, he himſelf hewed Agag in 
pieces, ſaying to Agag, As thy 
fword has made women childleſs, 
ſo ſhall thy mother be- childleſs a- 
mong women. 

S. Was Samuel reconciled to 
Saul? 
T7. No: God had given his di- 
vine decree, and his prophet could 
not reverſe it. Therefore, after 
Samuel had hewn Agag to pieces, 
he withdrew to his own houſe at 
Ramah, and never more ſaw Saul, 
but for two years together he con- 
tinually bewailed the fad condition 
into which he was fallen; after 
which time, God ordered him to 
go to Bethlebem, and anoint Da- 


vid, the ſon of 7, king to ſuc- 
ceed Saul. 
S. Did Same obey his com- 


mand ? 

T. He at firſt repreſented to 
God, that in ſo doing, he ſhould 
extremely enrage Saul, and expoſe 
himſelf to the hazard of being kill- 
ed by him; but God was pleaſed 
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to give him ſuch directions for his 
ſafety, that he went and anointed 
him in his father's houſe. 

S. Did any immediate and ſen- 
ſible effect follow upon David be- 
ing thus anointed ? 

T. Yes: for from that time for- 
ward, the ſpirit of the Lord depart- 
ed from Saul, and reſted upon Da- 
vid. 

S. How was this change per- 
ceived, and diſcover itſelf openly? 

T. David became indued with.a 
ſpirit of wiſdom, prudence, and 
courage: but Saul not only de- 
clined every day more and more in 
the favour of God, but an unhap- 
py turn of mind grew upon him, 
which at laſt ſettled in a confirmed 
melancholy, attended with violent 
perturbations, and ſometimes with 
a direct frenzy; and all this occa- 
ſioned by his being deſerted by God's 
ſpirit, and being given up to be be- 
ſet and afflicted with an evil one. 
S. Was Saul acquainted with 
God's choice of David to ſucceed 
him in the kingdom? 

T. It does not appear that be 
was: for, being perſuaded that mu 

ſick would be the beſt medicine for 
his diſorder, David, who was fa- 
mous for his {kill on the harp, was 
ſent for ; and advanced ſo much in 
the favour of Saul, as to be made 
one of his armour-bearers. 

S. Did David cure Saul ? 

T. In ſome meaſure he quieted 
his diſturbed ſpirit ; however, after 
this he left the court, and returned 
to his father's houſe. 

S. Did the Philiſtines make any 
attempt againſt the //raelztes aſter 
their late defeat under dau? 
T. Yes: for having zecruited 
* forces, they entered the do- 
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minions of Saul, and encamped on 
the mountain that was on one ſide 
of the valley of Elab, between Suc- 
coth and Azehah, about four leagues 
from Jeruſalem. 

S. Did Saul march againſt them? 

T. Yes; and encamped on a 
mountain on the other ſide of the 
ſaid valley. 

S. Did the two armies engage? 

7. Not immediately : for. the 
Pbiliſtines, relying on the ſtrength 
and proweſs of Goliath, the giant 
of Gath, whowas in their army, pro- 
poſed, to decide their quarrel by a 
ſingle combat with him. This Ga- 
liath was a man near ten feet high, 
and was furniſhed with arms and 
armour in proportion ; and he, out 


of an high opinion of his own 


matchleſs ſtrength, went to  bra- 
vado the Iſraelites, for forty days 


together; but ſo terrible was his 


appearance, that the hardieſt of the 
whole army of L/rael durſt not take 
him up, and enter the liſts with 
him. 

S. Are there any inſtances of 
ſuch like combats in other ancient 
hiſtories ? 

T. Strabe makes mention of this 
method of deciding enmities as 
an ancient cuſtom- among . the 
Greeks : and the combat of the 
Horatis and Curiatii is related by 
Livy. And Aneas appeals to the 
Latins, whether it were not high- 
ly juſt and equitable, that he and 
Turnus ſhould determine between 
them in this manner. 

S. Was there found an Iſraelite 
that accepted of Goliath's chal- 
lenge ? 

T. The Ifraclites were much 
perplexed and diſpirited for a long 
time: and Sau! promiſe not only 

cat 
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great riches and honours, but his 
daughter in marriage to the man 
that ſhould encounter and kill this 
champion. - But there was none 
found, till David, on whom the 
ſpirit of the Lord reſted, came into 
the camp with proviſions for his 
brethren; and, hearing thereof, 
accepted the challenge. 

S. Was David to compare with 
Goliath in ſtature and ſtrength ? 

T. No: - David was but a ſtrip- 
ling, a raw youth. 

S. How came Saul to riſk the 
fate of his crown, and the liberty 
of his people upon the iſſue of Da- 
vid's propoſal ? 

T. David, who, no doubt, was 
prompted by a divine impulſe, ex- 
plained himſelf in ſuch a manner, 
by relating his former exploits in 
killing a lion and a bear with his 
naked hands, and by expreſſing a 
ſtrong confidence and truſt in the 
divine aſſiſtance, that Sau/ to equip 
him for the combat, offered him his 
own armour ; but David, who put 
no truſt in the arm of fleſh, but in 
the power of a gracious and invin- 
cible God alone; and having, on 
trial, found theſe weapons burden- 
ſome to him, refuſed it; and, tak - 
ing only five ſmooth ſtones, a fling, 
and his ſtaff, he deſcended into the 
plain, and advanced towards Goli- 
ath, who was then defying the armies 
of the living God. 

S. How did the champion of the 
Phi i/tines receive him? 

T. With contempt and deriſion. 
Curſed him by his gods Dagon and 
Afhteroth ; and vowed to cut him 
in pieces the moment he came at 
him. 

S. What was Dad's 1 reply ? 

T. He ſaid to Goliath, 1 hou 
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comeſt to me with a ſword, and 
with a ſpear, and with a ſhield: but 
I come againſt thee in the name of 
the Lord of hoſts, the God of the 
armies of /rae/, whom thou haſt de- 
fied, and whowilldeliver thine head, 
and the carcaſes of the Philiſtines to 
me and to Iſrael, that it may be 
known that the Lord ſaveth not 
with ſword and ſpear, 

S. How was Goliath armed? 

T. He had an helmet of braſs 
upon his head, a coat of mail of 
the ſame metal, weighing 5000 
ſhekels ; braſs greaves, and a braſs 
target between his ſhoulders. Be- 
ſides theſe, he brandiſhed in his 
hand a ſpear, whoſe ſtaff was like 
a weaver's beam, and the head of 
which weighed fix hundred ſhe- 
kels of iron: moreover, he had a a 
ſword, and one bearing a ſhield 
went before him. 

S. Was David able to ſtand be- | 
fore this armed giant ? 

T. When David found he ad- 
vanced to attack him, he alſo ad- 
vanced with haſte; and, having 
charged his fling with a ſtone, he 
threw it with ſuch force and di- 
rection, that it penetrated his fore». 
head, and ſunk quite into his 
brains, ſo that he fell flat on his 
face. David then ran up to Ge- 
liath, drew his ſword, cut off his 
head, and brought it away in tri- 
umph: at the fight of which the 
Phili/tine army fled, but were pur- 
ſued by the Hebrews with a very 
great ſlaughter as far as the gates of 
Ekron, and in their return 3 
their tents. 

S. Did Saul reward David ac- 
cording to his promiſe? ; 

T. Saul perceiving that the ſpirit: 
of God was upon David, to enable 

bim 
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him to do this mighty act; which had 
alſo been very highly celebrated, even 
above his own exploits, in the ſongs 
of the womenon this joyful occaſion; 
and, recollecting that God had de- 
clared his reſolution to rent the 
kingdom from him, and to give it 
to one of his neighbours, conceived 
A great envy and jealouſy of David, 
as of the very perſon whom God 
had choſen to be his ſucceſſor; and 
though he could not deny him ſome 
tokens: of diſtinction, yet he not 
only delayed giving him his daugh- 
ter in marriage, but, when all 
things were ready for the ceremo- 
ny, ſhe was given to Adri:! the 
 Mebolathite, to wife. It is true, 
Saul took David home with him, 
but it was rather to watch him, or 
to ſet a guard over him. And tho” 
he employed him in ſeveral expe- 
ditions againſt his enemies, they 
were calculated for his ruin and de- 
ſtruction. Till at laſt, not being 
able to ſmother his envy and jea- 
louſy any longer, Saut attempted 
twice to kill David in bis palace, 
by caſting a javelin at him, as he 
was playing on the harp to relieve 
his melancholy : but God was with 


David, and protected him from ſo 


treacherous a deſign. 

S. How did the people behave to 
David? 

T. Not only all the people, but 
the greateſt part of the courtiers, 
took all opp ities to ſhew 
their eſteem of him; and Jona- 
than, Saul's ſon, conceived a very 
high friendſhip” for him, and en- 
tered into a contract of mutual 
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therly love as long as he lived: 

S. I have read that David was 
fon-in-law to Saul. 

T. Yes: fo you might; but it 
was not till Sau] had done him this 
diſhonour, in giving his eldeſt 
daughter Merab, contrary to pro- 
miſe, from him; and not even then 
till he was in a manner compelled 
to it, For Michal, Saul's ſecond 
daughter, had fallen i in love with 
David. To pleaſe his child, Sau! 
conſented to the match: but, in 
this agreement alſo, Saul laid a 
ſcheme to ruin David, requiring, 
that Dat id ſhould bring him a hun- 
dred foreſkins of the Philifines ; 
hoping that David would fall by 
the hands of the Philiſtines, in 
ſuch an attack upon them. Ne- 
vertheleſs, David agreed, and tak- 
ing a thoufand men, which were 
under his command, he made an 
incurſion upon the Philiſtines, and 
ſlew two hundred of them, whoſe 
foreſkins he brought, and told them 
out before Saul So that Sau! could 
no longer detain his daughter Mi- 
chal from him, though he enter- 
tained many other ſchemes to take 
away his life. 

S. What ſchemes ? | 

T. Not long after this marriage, 
Saul attempted to engage his whole 
family in the deſtruction of inno- 
cent David. He poſitively com- 
manded Jonathan, and all his cour- 
tiers, to kill him at any rate; but 
Jonathan not only abhorred the 
crime, but expoſtulated the matter 
ſo ſucceſsfully with his father, that 
at laſt he was reconciled to David 


(ſeemingly at leaſt.) 


S. How long did this recondli- 


ation ſubſift ? 


T. But a very ſhort time; for 
the increaſe of David's fame, 9 


his ſucceſs in ſeveral attacks againſt 
the Pbiliſt ines, revived and increaſed 
SauPs jealouſy to ſuch a degree, 
as threw him into a frenzy; and 
David being called upon to play to 
him, in order to quiet his diſturbed 
ſpirit, as he had doneat other times, 
Saul attempted to kill him, by caſt- 
ing his javelin at him; but David 
having a watchful eye on him, 
nimbly declined the ſtroke, and 
retired to his own houſe that night; 
thither Saul ſent his guards as ſoon 
as it was light, to apprebend him ; 
but Michal, David's wife, being 
informed of their deſign, contrived 
his eſcape. 

S. Whither did David flee ? 

T. To the prophet Samuel at 
Ramab, who, for his better ſecu- 
rity, carried him to Najoth, the 
college of the prophets, in, or near 
that city, which college had ob- 
tained the privilege of a ſanctuary. 

S. I have not heard of any col- 
lege of the prophets before ? 

- You mean not before SamuePs 
days: I grant it; and their inſti- 
tution may, with the greateſt pro- 
bability, be fixed on bim, who 
founded colleges for the better edu- 
cation of thoſe, that were to ſuc- 
ceed in the ſacred miniftry, and to 
be the peculiar meſſengers of God 
to his people. | 
Theſe colleges were firſt erected 


in the cities of the Levites, where 
the prophets lived in communities, 


under the direction of a head or 
preſident of ſome diſtinguiſhed note, 
who might at firſt be appointed by 
God. 

Here they ſtudied the law, and 
its interpretation, qualified them- 
ſelves by previous exerciſes, for the 
reception of the ſpirit of prophecy, 
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ſhould it pleaſe God to ſend it up- 
on them; were inſtructed in the 
ſacred art of pſalmody, or in pro- 
pheſying with harps, with pſalteries 
and cymbals: and hence it was, 
that meſſengers were generally cho- 
ſen, when any bleſſings were to be 
promifed, judgments denounced, or 
extraordinary events predicted; 
conſequently, theſe colleges were 
ſeminaries of divine knowledge, 
and nurſeries of that race of pro- 
phets, which ſucceeded from Sa- 
muel to Malachi. 

S. Did Saul purſue David to Na- 
foth? 

T. Yes: for being informed of 
David's retirement, he, without 
any regard to the ſacred aſylum, 
not only ſent his ſoldiers, but went 
at laſt in perſon ta take him from 
thence: but God delivered him at 
this time alſo out of their hands, by 
diverting them from their pur - 
poſe, and at the fight of the pro- 
phets ſinging hymns and ſpiritual 
ſongs, compelling them by a di- 
vine impulſe, to join in the ſacred 
choir ; till at laſt, Saul, like a man 
diſtracted, tripped himſelf of his 
upper garments, and, as it were in 
an extaſy, lay almoſt naked on the 
ground all that day, and the next 
night, and ſo gave David an op- 
portunity to eſcape, 

S. Where did David eſcape to? 
T. He, in the firſt place viſited 
onathan at Gibeab, who had not 
eard of this ſreſn inſtance of his fa- 
ther's attempt on his life and jealous 
madneſs, Here expoſtulating with 
him concerning his father's unkind- 
neſs, he received aſſurances of all 
good offices from Jonathan himſelf, 
and of his giving early intelligence 
if any deſigns againſt bis life came 
— to 
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to his knowledge; and having ten- 


derly renewed their former cove- 
nant of mutual friendſhip; Jona- 
than directed David where to con- 
ceal himſelf for a day or two, until 
he could learn, whether it was pro- 
per for him to appear again at court 
or no; which he was to ſignify by 
ſhooting ſome arrows'in a particu- 
lar manner as they then agreed. 

S. How long did Saul ſtay at 
Ramabh, and what happened after 


this ? 


T. No longer than till he reco- 
vered out of his extaſy, which was 
a day and a night ; when hereturn- 
ed home to celebrate the feaſt of 
the new moon, which was now 
come, and at which David was to 
have been preſent. But Saul tak- 
ing notice that his ſeat at table was 
empty, during the two days of the 
feaſt, he the ſecond day in a ſcorn- 
ful way, enquired of Jonathan, 
what was become of the ſon of eſſe. 
ee took upon him to excuſe 

is abſence, and ſaid, he had given 
him leave to go to an anniverſary 
feaſt of his family at Bethlehem. 
Whereupon Saul ſuſpecting, proba- 
dly, the truth of his anſwer, fell in- 
to a paſſion with his ſon; upbraid- 
ed him with his friendihip for David; 
told him that it would prove fatal to 
himſelf, and injurious to his ſuc- 
ceſſion; and inſiſted upon his pro- 
dueing him, that he might put him 
to death. And when Jonathan en- 
deavoured to interpoſe in his vindi- 
cation, and to aſſwage his father's 
indignation againſt him, Saul threw 
a javelin at-him, with an intent to 
kill him ; but he a%0ided the blow 
and retired. 

S. Did he inform David of what 
paſſed between bis father and him? 
. 2 
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T. He informed him that his fa- 


ther was implacable, and determin- 


ed to deſtroy him ; and therefore 
adviſed. him to eſcape for his life: 
and ſo having made new proteſtati- 
ons to each other of perpetual friend- 
ſhip they parted. 

S. What place did David flee 
unto ? 

T. David being now proſcribed 
from court, went firſt to Nob, a ſa- 
cerdotal town, where the tabernacle 
at that time ſtood, and Abimelech, 
the high-prieſt reſided, about four 
leagues from Gtbeah. 

S. What did he at Nob? 

T. Here under a pretence of ſe- 
cret buſineſs from the king, requir- 
ing neceſſary diſpatch, having apo- 
logized to the high-prieſt for his 
coming unattended, unarmed, and 
unprovided with neceſlary proviſt- 
ons, he obtained of him Goliath's 
ſword, which had been depoſited 
near the ark; and alſo ſome ſhew- 
bread which had been taken from 
the golden table for his refreſhment 
in his intended journey ; and pro- 
ceeded directly from thence to Gath. 

S. Did not Saul hear of Abime- 
lech's civility to David, and how 
did he reſent it? 

7. He was informed thereof by 
Doeg his chief huntſman, who hap- 
pened to be there at the ſame time. 
Saul hereupon ſent for Abimelech, 


and the other prieſts, and accuſing 


them of a conſpiracy, and traiterous | 
practices againſt him, notwithſtand- 
ing all they could ſay in vindication 
of their innocency, he commanded 
them to be put to death ; which his 
guards refuſing to execute, was done 
by Deeg.« Nor did his bloody re- 
ſentment ſtop here, for ſending a 
party to Nob, he commanded them 
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to kill man, woman and child, and 
every living thing, delonging to 
them; which was ſo rigorouſly ex- 
ecuted, that of all Abimelech's chil- 
dren none but Abrathar efcaped ; 
who went and carried the difmat 
ticings of this maſſacre to David. 

S. What reception did David 
meet with at Gath ? 

T. He had not been long there be- 
fore he was diſcovered, and there- 
fore to fave his life thought it 
neceſſary to counterfeit madneſs, 
and by this policy he evaded the 
fuſpicion of the king of Gath ; and 
eſcaped to Adullam, where was a 
rock, with a cave in it naturally 
ſtrong, and well fortified, to which 
he retreated. This was in the tribe 
of Judah, and about ten miles from 
Eleutheropolis eaſtward. 

S. What did David at Adullam ? 

T. He re- aſſembled his brethren 
and relations together, many male- 
contents; and men of deſperate for- 
tunes, joined him, and made up a 
little army of 400 men. 

S. Did they continue long here? 

T. David for the greater ſecurity 
of his aged parents, who were now 
with him, went and ſought the pro- 
tection of the king of Moab for 
them, who was then Saul's enemy, 
while he and his friends continued 
in the hold. Not long after this the 
prophet Gad, who accompanied him 
in his baniſhment, perſuaded him to 
turn back into Judab, where he 
encamped in the foreſt of Hareth 
weſtward of Feraſalem. Here be- 
ing told, that the Philiſtines fought 
againſt Keilah, a city of 7udah, he 
enquired of God, and receiving a 
favourable anſwer, marched to its 


relief, "touted the Phil;Hines, de- 


ſtroyed them with a great ſlaughter, 
and brought back with him their 
cattle. Here it was that David re- 
ceived the diſmal tidings of the maſ- 
ſacre at Nob. Abiathar had brought 
down the Urim and Thummim, 
and other pontifical ornaments with 
him on this occaſion, 

S. What became of Abiathar ? 
T. David gave him affurances of 
his protection, kept him in his camp, 
and appointed him to ſucceed his fa- 
ther in the office of high-prieſt. 

S. Did not David's relief of 
Keilah reconcile him to Saul ? 

T. No: but on the contrary, 
Saul comforted himſelf with the 
thoughts, that having now got him 
within a walled town, he had an op- 
portunity to ſurpriſe it, and put him 
to death : and for that purpoſe ſent 
an army to inveſt it. 

S. Did David tay at Keilah till 
Saul encompaſſed it ?, 

T. No: David being eben- 
five of Saul s deſign, enquired of the 
Lord by Urim and Thummim, con- 
cerning the fidelity of the men of 
Keilah ; who anſwered, that they 
would deliver him up to the will of 
Saul. Upon which David and his 
men, now increafed to about 600, 
withdrew from thence ; and en- 
camped on a mountain in the wil- 
derneſs of Zipb, ſouth of Fudah, a- 
bout eight miles eaſt from Hebron. 

S. Did Saul purſue him hither ? 

T. As ſoon as he received intel- 
ligence of David's departure from 
Ketlah, he halted, till he could learn 
the exact rout he ſhould take to 
purſue him: and being at length 
informed that he had retired to a 
wood in the wilderneſs of Z:ph, he, 
accompanied with his ſon Forauthan, 
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marched in purſuit of him, but was 
not able to take him. Here Jena 
than found means to give David a 
meeting by night 3 and having giv- 
en him all the comfort and encou- 

t be could, aſſuring him, 
that his father's malice would never 
reach him, that he ſtil] hoped to ſee 
him king of /rael, and himſelf his 
ſecond, they renewed the covenant 
of friendſhip between them ; after 
which Jonathan returned to his fa- 
' ther's camp, and ordered matters 
fo, that Sau] gave over all hopes of 
finding David; till the Ziphites of- 
ficiouſly brought him freſh intelli- 
gence, and offer themſelves for his 
guides to purſue him ; but David 
having diſcovered their intended 
treachery and Sau/s march, retired 
to the deſart of Maon. 

S. Did Saul purſue and come up 
with him here ? 

T. Here it was that Saul purſued 
and preſſed him fo cloſe, that there 
was but a valley between the two 
armies, David's army was ſo very 
ſmall, that Saul was thinking of 
encompaſſing the mountain where 
he encamped in order to prevent 
his eſcape ; when news was brought 
him that the Philiſtines had inva- 

the country on the other ſide, 
and obliged bim to deſiſt his pur- 
ſuit after David, and divert his 
arms againſt the Philiſtines. | 

S. Was any particular name giv- 
en to the rock where David bad 
like to have been taken ? | 
T. It was called by David an 
his men Sela-hammahlekoth, the 
rock of diviſions. | 

S. Did David continue at Maon 

T. Being delivered from his late 
and imminent danger, he retized to 
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the ſtrong holds of Engedi, now cal. 
led Anguedi, not far ſrom the plains 
of Jericho, upon the weſtern coaſts 
of the Salt or Dead fea. Of which 
Saul being informed, ( having re- 
pulſed the Ph:/i/ines) he took 3000 
choice men, and renewed his pur- 
ſuit of him. 

S. What was the ſucceſs of this 
purſuit ? 

T. As Saul was on his march, he 
happened to turn into a cave to eaſe 
nature, where David and ſome of 
his men lay hid. David's men tak · 
ing this as a lucky opportunity that 
providence had put him in their 
hands, intreated David to diſpatch 
him. But David rejected the offer 
with abhorrence, and contented 
himſelf with cutting off privately 
the ſkirt of his robe ; that he might 
ſhew Saul afterwards how much he 
was in his power. 

S. Did Sau] perceive what David 
had done ? 

T. Not till David followed him 
out, and at ſome diſtance, called to 
him, and ſhewed him the ſkirt; and 
declared, and expoſtulated his inno- 
cence in ſuch tender terms and ſub- 
miſſive behaviour, that Sau/'s heart 
relented ; and touched with the ut- 
moſt compunction, acknowledged 
his guilt in thus perſecuting the 
juſt ; and concluding aſſuredly, that 
from the many providential eſcapes 
vouchſafed to David, God had de- 
ſigned him to be his ſucceſſor in the 


kingdom, he conjured him not to 


deſtroy his family; and having ob- 
tained this promiſe, he returned 


$. Did David return again to 
court ? 

T. No: for not daring to truſt 
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to fair words; he remained for 


ſome time in the holds of En-ged:. 


S. Did not Sammel interpoſe with 
Saul in favour of David? 

T. It does not appear that hedid, 
And Samuel, much about the time 
of Saul's return from En-geadt, died, 
in the 98th year of his age, and was 
buried in great ſolemnity, and with 
the general lamentation of the peo- 
ple at Ramah, the place of his ha- 
bitation. 

S. Did David remove from En- 
gedi? 

T. During the mourning for Sa- 
muel, he retired to the deſart of 
Paran, and encamped not far from 
Maom, where he had been once 
before. 

S. What happened to David 
here ? 

J. David, in this unſettled ſu- 
gitive ſtate of his, was diſtreſſed to 
provide for his men that were with 
him; but being now in the neigh- 
bourhood of Nabal, a very wealthy 
man, but of a moroſe and churliſh 
diſpoſition, he ſent ten of his young 
men to him, to defire ſome re- 
freſhment for his army. The good 
offices he had ſhewn Nabal, on a 
late former occaſion, when David 
abode in the wilderneſs before ; the 
ſafety and protection he then al- 
forded his fervants, his ſhepherds, 
and herdſmen; and now, which 
was the time of Nabal's ſheep- 
ſheering (a ſeaſon of great feſtivity 
and entertainment) were urged as 
ſo many motives and conſiderations 
for his complying with this requeſt 
of David's: but Nabal diſmiſſed 
the meſſengers with great inſo- 
lence, and opprobrious reflections 


upon David, and ſending them a- 


way empty, ſo exaſperated David, 
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that, in the height of his reſent- 
ment, he vowed to deſtroy all Na- 
bal's family before next morning: but 
Abigail, NabaPs wife, a woman of 
excellent beauty and temper, and 
who was as wiſe, as her huſband 
was brutiſh and ſtupid, being in- 
formed by a ſervant of what her 
huſband had done, made haſte to 
go and meet David, and addreſſed 
herſelf to him with ſo much ſub- 
miſſion and prudence, that her be- 
haviour, and the preſents where- 
with ſhe backed her diſcourſe, di- 
verted David's anger. Nabal being 
informed by his wife the next day, 
when he was ſober, of the danger 
himſelf and his family were ex- 
poſed to by his brutiſh churliſhneſs, 
fell ill, and died within ten days; 
whereupon David ſent for Abigail, 
and married her. 

S. Did David meet with any 
further diſturbance from Saul? 

T. Saul's good diſpoſition to Da- 
vid did not laſt long: his youngeſt 
daughter he had given to another 
huſband; and when the Ziphites 
came again to him, and diſcovered 
where David's abode was, they 
found him ſtill reſolved to perſecute 
and deftroy Lim ; and accordingly, 
contrary to all his late obligations 
and pfoteliations, he marched again 
againft Dar id with three thouſand 
men. 

S. What was the event? 

T. David having notice that Saal 
was with the army, went fi- ſt him- 
ſelf to reconnoitre their camp; and 
in the night taking his couſin bi- 
ſbai along with him, they found 


Saul with his cencral Abner, and all 
his hoſt, faſt; -ſl-ep. Avi/hat ſeeing 
lo favourable an opportunity provi- 
dentially put into their hands, of- 
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fered to David to rid him of his 
enemy and all his troubles; but 
David prevented him from killing 
Saul, and contented himſelf with 
taking his ſpear, and a cruſe of wa- 
ter that ſtood at his bed*s-head, and 
carrying them off undiſcovered, he 
retired to a hill at ſome diftance, 
and calling out aloud from thence 
to Abner, reproached him and the 
whole army with their ſupineneſs 
and neglect of keeping the king's 
perſon, and ſhewed them, at the 


fame time, the ſpear they had ta 


ken from his bed ſide, while he 
ſlept. 

8 Did Saul hear of this ? 

T. Yes: for, while David called 
aloud to Abner to upbraid his care- 
leſſneſs, Saul knowing his voice, 
came out, and acknowledging Da- 
vid's generoſity, confeſſed his own 


guilt, in thus inceſſantly purſuing 


him, and promiſed never more to 
make any attempts upon his life, 
or to diſturb him. 
S. Did David confide in theſe 
aſſurances ? 
T. No: for apprehending Sass 


hatred was irreconcileable, he re- 


ſolved to provide for his ſecurity by 
"retiring out of his dominions ; and 


went with his army to Achiſb, king 
of Gath, who kindly received him, 
and beftowed on him the city of 
Ziglag to live in; and here ſome 


ſay, he was joined by ſeveral of Sau/'s 


beſt ſoldiers and officers, 

S. How did David hy him- 
ſelf whilſt he lived in Ziglag? 

T. He made ſeveral incurſions 
againſt the Geſburites, the Gervites, 
and the Amalchites, who had eſcaped 
the ſword of Saul, and were now 
returned, and repeopling their for- 
mer habitations, In theſe expedi- 
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tions he gave no quatter, but killed 
all, that none might carry infor- 
mation of his proceedings to the 
people by whom he was protected, 
and who were made to believe thar 
he was all the while harraſſing his 
own countrymen. 

S. How did Achi/h eſteem Da- 
vid ? 

T. He had fo good an opinion of 
him, that he propoſed taking him 
along with himſelf in the expedi- 
tion, which the Philiſtines were at 
that time reſolved upon againſt 
Saul and the Fews : but this propo- 
ſal was providentially over- ruled by 
ſome of the chief Philiſtines, who 
doubting of David's future inte- 
grity towards them in the day of 
battle, prevailed on Achiſb to diſ- 
miſs him, 

S. How did David behave on 
this occafion ? 

T. He was at firſt deſirous to 
Clear his intentions, and ſeemed un- 
willing to leave the army ; but at 
laſt he went back, as the king had 
commanded him. 

S. Did David return to Ziglag? 

T. Yes: and in the way was 
joined with ſeveral of the tribe of 
Manaſſeh ; Gad and Benjamin had 
joined him before. But upon his 
arrival at Ziglag, he found that the 
Amalekites had taken the advantage 
of his abſence, and burnt and pil- 
laged the town, and carried away 
his wives, and all the people of the 
Cit 

5 What was reſolved on upon 


this difaſter ? 


T. To increaſe David's diftreſs 
in this misfortune, the men that 
were with him, in the deſpair and 
bitterneſs of their ſpirits for the loſs 


they had ſuſtained, ſpake of toning 


him, 
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him, as if he had been the cauſe of 
this diſaſter. However, they were 
perſuaded, after conſulting God, 
to purſue the enemy immediately, 
and coming "upon them unex- 
pectedly, ſurpriſed them in the 
midſt of their carouſing and jollity, 
fell upon them, cut them to pieces, 
and recovered all the priſoners and 
the booty, and with theſe ſeveral 
other rich. ſpoils, which they had 
taken from other people in their 
expedition. 

S. How did David diſpoſe of 
theſe ſpoils ? 

T. He made preſents to thoſe of 
his own tribe, and to the inhabi- 
tants of Beth- el in the tribe of E- 
phraim, and to others who had 
ſheltered and ſupported him, and 
could ſerve him in caſe there ſhould 
be a vacancy on the throne. 

S. Did the Philiſtines under A 

chiſb march againſt Saul ? 
T. Having aſſembled a very nu- 
merous army, they went and en- 
camped at Shunem, a city on the 
borders of //achar, about five miles 
ſouth of mount Hermon. 

S. Where was Saul at this time? 

T. He had encamped on mount 
Gilboa, a ridge of mountains, fix 
miles diſtant from Scythopolis, an- 
ciently called Beth-fpan, This un- 
happy king being forſaken by the 
ſpirit of God, was ſeized with a pre- 
ſaging fear at the approach of the 
Pbiliſtine army; and having ſeveral 
ways enquired of the Lord concern- 
ing the event of the battle, without 
receiving any anſwer, he, as one 
deſperate and mad, addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the devil, for that which he 
could not obtain from God ; and 
therefore went by night, in diſ- 
guiſe, with two ſervants only to 
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attend him, to Endor, about three 
leagues from his camp, to conſult 
a noted witch or ſorcereſs, con- 
cerning his ſucceſs, | 

S. What was his requeſt to this 
witch ? 

T. He deſired ſhe would raiſe up 
the ghoſt of Samuel. And here it 
muſt be owned to be amazing, that 
he thought he could ſo diſguiſe 


' himſelf, as not to be known by 


that witch; and yet that he could 
think ſhe was able to foretel future 
events, or to raiſe the ghoſt of one 
dead: but theſe are the infatua- 
tions into which wiſe men fall, 
when God leaves them to them- 
ſelves. 

S. Did ſhe raiſe the ghoſt of Sa- 
muel ? 

T. He did appear by God's per- 
miſſion; and the woman ſeemed 
greatly terrified at the fight ; and 
Saul bowed himſelf with his face to 
the ground; but Samuel, with a 
dreadful voice, having reproved 
Saul for thus diſquieting him by 
magick art, ſeeing God had for- 
ſaken him, and was now with Da- 
vid, told him, that God had taken 
the kingdom from his family, 
and given it to David, for his diſ- 
obedience, in not deſtroying the 
Amalekites : and that the next day 
the Philiſtines ſhould rout his army, 
and that both he and his ſons ſhould 
fall in the battle. 

$. How did Saul receive this 
anſwer ? 

T. Samuel at theſe words diſap- 
pearing, Saul was {truck with the 
horror of this denunciation, and the 
terrors of a guilty conſcience, and 
fainted away; but, after he reco- 
vered, and was prevailed on to re- 
freſh himſeif, he journeyed all 
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night, and arrived in his camp early 
in the morning. 

S. Did the Philiſtines attack him, 
as Samuel foretold ? 
« T. The next morning the ar- 
mies engaged, and the {ſraelites 
Toon gave way; however, they 
maintained a running fight, till 
they came to mount Gz/gal, where 
gaining the advantage of the ground, 
they attempted to rally again, but 
with as little ſucceſs as before. Sau. 
lived to ſee his ſons Jonathan, A. 
binadab, and Melchiſua, killed on 
the ſpot, and his whole army put 
in the utmoſt confuſion ; and, at 
laft, the ſmall party that remained 
about bim, being broken intirely, 
and finding himſelf preſſed ſore by 
the enemies archers, and ſo weak- 
ened by his wounds, and loſs of 
blood, that he could defend him- 
ſelf no longer, he fell upon his own 
ſword. His example was followed 
by his armour- bearer, whom ſome 
ſuppoſe to be Doeg, who put an end 
to his own life, by the ſame ſword, 
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and in the ſame manner. 

S. What became of the bodies 
of Saul and his ſons? 

T. The Philiftines next day 
viewing the field of battle, found 
them among the ſlain, cut off their 
heads, and fixed them up in the 
temple of Dagon; hung their bo- 
dies on gibbets againſt the walls of 
Bethſban; and ſent their armour 
to the temple of Abbtaroth, as tro- 
phies of victory. 

S. Were their bodies ſuffered to 
hang thus expoſed at Bethſban? 

T. The inhabitants of Jabeſb- 
Gilead, gratefully remembering the 
good ſervices Saul had done them 
in his life-time, ſent a party of their 
ſoldiers by night, who took down 
their bodies, and brought them to 
Jabeſb, where the people firſt burnt 
their fleſh to aſhes, and honourably 
interred their bones under a tree, 
or in a grove, near to their own 
city, and made great lamentation 
of faſting for them ſeven days. 


Re 
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Adonijah's Conſpiracy, and Solomon's 
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Prophane Hiſtory during this Pericd. 


s, ID not David now, by 
virtue of God's deſigna- 
tion, enter into poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom, and take upon him the 
adminiſtration of public affairs? 

T. Not direQly ; till he had en- 
quired of God, and was ordered to 

o to r a city of Juda, 
* he was firſt anointed, and 
proclaimed king by the tribe of 
Judah. 

S. Who brought the news of 
this defeat, and of Saul's death to 
David? 

T. An Amaletite; who, at the 
ſame time; brought with him Saul's 
crown and bracelets; and pretended 
that he, in compliance with Sau/s 
earneft requeſt, who found him 
mortally wounded, had put him to 
death, to prevent his being taken 
alive by the enemy. 


S. What reward did David give 


him for this news of Saul's death, 
and the ſhare he had in it? 

T. David, who found himſelf 
moſt tenderly affected with grief at 
this relation, was ſo far from think- 
ing himſelf obliged to a man, who, 
tho' he brought him Saul's crown,, 
yet confeſſed that he had contri- 
buted to his death, that, rending 
his cloaths, he demanded of this 
Armalekite, how he durſt be ſo bold 
to lay his hand upon the Lord's 
anointed? and at the ſame time 
commanded one of his attendants 
to kill him; leaving thereby a great 
exainple to all, never to rejoice at 
the death of our enemies, or at 
the evils that happen to them. 

S. Who ſucceeded to the king- 
dom of Iſrael? 

T. At SauPs death, the ancient 
kingdom of Iſrael became divided 


into two' parts; for the men of 
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Judah anointed David the king of 
their tribe; and the intereſt of 46- 
ner, the late king's uncle, and ge- 
neral of his forces, prevailed with 
the other tribes to recogniſe /þ- 
boſheth, the fon of Saul, whom he 
had proclaimed as their king, and 
fixed his reſidence at Mabanaim, 
beyond Jordan, in the tribe of Gad. 
S. Did theſe two kings agree? 
T. There were no hoſtilities be- 
tween them for two years ; but not 
long after this a war was com- 
Menced, and there were ſeveral 
engagements between Foab, Da- 
* and 3 Iſbbo- 
ſheth's general; but none fo re- 


" markable, as that which was oc- 


caſioned by Abner's ſending Joab a 
challenge to fight twelve men, with 
an equal number of his in combat. 
The men met; and, to a man, kill- 
ed one another upon the ſpot ; 
whereupon a general engagement 
enſued, in which Abner and his 
men were defeated, and put to 
flight. In this battle Abner loſt 
three hundred and ſixty men, and 
Joab no more than nineteen, and 


is brother Aſabel; who, in the 


purſuit, being very nimble and 
ſwift of foot, made after Abner ; 
but when he came up with him, 
Abner, who knew him, defired him 
to deſiſt, becauſe he was loth to kill 
him; but he refuſing, and Abner 


finding himſelf hard preſſed, with 


a back ſtroke of his ſpear, killed 
him directly. 

S. What effect had the death of 
Aſahel upon the army? 

T. The men of Judab coming 


to the place where Aſabel's body 


lay flain, ſtood till, and ceaſed 
the purſuit : this gave Abner an op- 
portunity to rally his ſcattered for- 
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ces, and making a ſtand upon an 
advantageous ground, where he 
could not well be attacked, he 
ſounded a parley; reminded Joab, 
that, as they were all of one ſtock, 
one religion, and one nation, it was 
contrary to both their intereſts, to 
war any longer among themſelves. 
So that both armies retired to their 
reſpective homes. — During the 
courſe of theſe civil wars, which 
laſted for ſome years, David's for- 
ces, in moſt encounters, had the 
greateſt advantage; and his intereſt 
in the nation increaſed, as that of 
I/hboſheth's ſenſibly declined. 

S. How came [hbe/beth's intereſt 
to decline ? = 

T. Abner had ſet him upon the 
throne, and being a brave and ex- 
perienced warrior, of great power 
and influence in all the tribes, he 
was his main ſupport. But Abner 
having been upbraided by him with 
debauching Rizpah, one of Saul's 
concubines, as if he had thereby ex- 
preſſed ſome view to the crown; 
Abner, impatient of the reproof, 
upbraids him with ingratitude, and 
threatened not only to withdraw his 
own allegiance, but as far as in 
him lay to carry the whole nation 
over to David's intereſt, and as he 
threatened ſo he did; for, from 
that moment, he entered into a pri- 
vate correſpondence with David, 
which he improved, and had after- 
wards a public interview with 
him, and entertained him ſplen- 
didly. But before Abner returned 
to make the meaſures con- 
certed with David, he was killed. 

S. How ? 


T. Jaab, who had kann on an 


expedirion, in which he had, been 


ſucceſsful againſt the Phzliftines, 
Was 
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was juſt returned; and being in- 
formed, that Abner had been there, 
and that the king received him 
kindly, he expoſtulated the matter 
with David in high terms; ſent a 
meſſenger privately to Abner, de- 
firing him to-return, and having 
way-laid him, under a pretence of 
ſaluting him, ſtabbed him to the 
heart; thus gratifying at once his 
envy and revenge for the death of 
his brother Aſabel. 

S. Did not David puniſh Joab? 

T. His affairs at this time being 
in ſo unſettled a condition, and Jo- 
ab in great credit with the army, 
the king was obliged to ſuppreſs his 
reſentment ; and therefore at pre- 
ſent he contented himſelf with pub- 
lickly declaring his deteſtation of 
the cruel action, and with making 
a magnificent funeral for Abner, at 
which he himſelf appeared as chief 
mourner. 

S. How did this event affect [þ- 
boſheth ? 

T. Upon the death of Abner, he 
began to deſpair, grew negligent 
of his perſon, and fell under the 
contempt of his ſubjects; and was 
killed by two ruffians, Rechab and 
Baanah, Benjamites, and of his 
houſhold ; who killed him in his 
bed aſleep, and cutting off his 
head, brought it as a preſent to 


David; but inſtead of the reward 


which they expected, he rebuked 
them ſeverely, and ordered their 
hands and feet to be cut off, and 
themſelves hung up in a public 
place. He alſo ordered 1hboſheth's 
head to be buried honourably in 
Abner's tomb. 

S. Who ſucceeded [/bboſheth ? 

T. All the tribes ſent deputies to 


David at Hebron, acknowledging 


lem. 
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his title, prayed him to accept the 
crown, and promiſed all due ſub- 
miſſion and allegiance. 

S. Did they make no terms with 
him ? 

T. They only required,. that he 
would reign righteouſly, or, as the 
Lord had commanded him, would 


feed his people Iſrael, which is in- 


terpreted to take care of, and rule 
kindly and tenderly, as a ſhepherd 
does his flock. Alſo they are ſaid 
to have obtained an act of oblivion 
of all that was paſſed and ated a- 
gainſt him. And then David was 
anointed king by general conſent, / 
over all the tribes of //rael, 

S. What was his firſt exploit, 
and where did David fix his reſi- 
dence, after this union of the two 


kingdoms? 


7. Finding himſelf now ſtreng- 
thened by a numerous and brave 
army, he attacked Feru alem, in 
order to gain the fort of Zion, and 
diſpoſleſs the Jebuſites thereof ; and 
having promiſed to make that man 
his captain-general who ſhould firſt 
take the fort which commanded 
the city, Zoab undertook it; and, 
though it was thought impregnable, 
he carried it ſword in hand. The 
city ſubmitted in courſe, and Da- 
vid made it the metropolis of his 
united dominions, and converted 
the fort Zion into his royal palace. 

S. Will you pleaſe to deſcribe 
Feruſalem ? 

7. This city at firſt was called 
Salem ; afterwards it changed its 
name into Jebus : theſe two names 
compounded, and, by a little va- 
riation of two letters ſoftened, 
make the preſent name Jeruſa- 


Jana had formerly conquered 
P 4 it; 
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it; but the Jebuſites regained the 


poſſeſſion, at leaſt, of the ſtrong 
hold, and maintained their ground 
till David now intirely routed 
them. After whoſe time, both 
that part, which the Vraelites had 
poſſeſſed from their firſt ſettling in 
Canaan, and belonging to the tribe 
of Judah; and this old town, 
which, in Jaſbua's diviſion, fell to 
the Benjamites, were united, be- 


came the metropolis of the whole 


nation, and was never after claim- 


ed by any particular tribe. 
In the zenith of its glory, Feru- 


ſalem conſiſted of two cities, buzit 


upon two hills, in'a barren and 
ſtony ſoil, and encompaſſed with 
mountains ; though the fountains 


of Gion and Siloam, and the brook 


Kidron, at the foot of its walls, 
ſhew that it was well watered. 
The old city Febus was ſituate on 
the ſouth hill ; and the new, built 
by David, lay on the north, on 
mount Zion, and was called after 
his own name. Between theſe two 
cities, lay the valley of Millo, 
which was filled up in Solomon's 


days, to make a free and eaſy com- 


munication between the two cities. 
A work, which, notwithſtanding 
it be little taken notice of by po- 
ſterity, may be reckoned among 
the moſt ſingular of Solomon's deeds, 

I have already given you an idea 


of the ſtrength of Febus, or the old 


city; and I would have you note, 


that the city of David was built in 


a Circular form, fituate on a much 
higher hill, and ſurrounded by a 
ſtrong wall incloſed with a broad 
deep trench, hewn out of 2 natu- 
ral rock. The wall was adorned 


and defended with many ſtrong, 


ſquare, white marble towers at re- 


gular diſtances, and from 60 to 
120 feet high; and the height of 
each tower being proportionate to 
the declivity of the ground on 
which it ſtood, they all became of 
an exact level at the top. 

Of theſe, one was called the 


tower of David, built on the uz- 


moſt angle of mount Zion, for an 
armory, in which were hangin 
up a thouſand bucklers, all ſhields 
of mighty men, Cant. iv. 4. Ano- 
ther was named the tower of fur- 
naces, a watch-tower, or light- 
houſe, ſo called from the many 
lights or fires made therein; by 
which the whole city was illumi- 
nated, and the advantage thereof is 
ſaid to have extended to the navi- 
gators of the Mediterranean and 
Red. ſca a third was called the 
houſe of the mighty, where David's 
chief captains, that had ſignaliſed 
themſelves in war, had proper a- 
partments aſſigned them, and who, 
at fit times, ſuperiutended and in- 
ſtructed the youth in their military 
exerciſes. l | 

The other public buildings were 
the royal palace, the temple, the 
houſe of Millo, ſeveral gates, and 
the royal ſepulchres. 

The king's palace was a moſt 
magnificent edifice, which ſtood 
weſtward of the temple, and was 
built by David, and afterwards en- 
larged with another built by Solo- 
mon, for the reception of Pharaoh's 
daughter, whom he married. I 
ſhall reſerve an account of the 
temple to its proper place. The 
houſe of Millo ſerved as a ſenate- 
houſe and an arſenal alſo, and was 
of. great ſtrength; it was ſo called 
from its ſituation, which was in the 
centre of that ground, which had 

been 
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been the valley of Mille, filled up 
by Solomon. The building retain- 
ing the name of the ground on 

which it was built; even as in our 
days, Goodman's fields, and Hatton- 
garden, &c. which are ſo many dif- 
ferent piles of buildings, are till 


called fields and gardens, &c. 


The gates are known by theſe 
names : the gate of the valley, now 
called St. Stephen's gate, on the 
eaſt ſide of the city, leading to the 
valley of Fehoſaphat. The dung- 
gate, by which the dung, &c. of 
the ſacrihces was carried out of the 
temple. This was alſo on the eaſt. 
The water-gate on the ſame fide, 
was the way by which the city and 
temple received its water. The 
gate of the fountain lay a little to 
the ſouth, opening a way to the 
fountain of Silaam. On the north 
ſide ſtood the gate of #phraim, ſo 
called, becauſe it led to the coun- 
try of that tribe. The horſe and 
ſheep gates, which were on the 
eaſt ſide, and the fiſu gate on the 
weſt, were the ſeveral inlets to the 
markets where thoſe creatures were 
ſold. The high gate was alſo called 
the gate of Benjamin, from its ſitu- 
ation towards the Benjamites coun- 
try. But 

The moſt wonderful work, and 
perhaps the only remains of the old 
Feruſalem, are the royal ſepulchres; 
which, though they lie at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from the city of 
David, deſerve attention. Theſe 
were not built in the reigns of Da- 
vid or Solomon ; but, in all probabi- 


lity, by Mana cb and his poſterity, 


who were kings of Judah, 2 Kings 


xxi. 18, 26. The way into them 
at preſent is very difficult, for paſ- 


ſing through a narrow entry cut 
through a rock, you are led into an 
open court ewenty-fix feet ſquare, 
cut out of the ſame rock, which is 
of marble. From thence on the 
left you paſs under a portico nine 
paces long, and four broad, cut out 
2 the ſame rock. This opens, by 

a very narrow paſſage, through 
which you creep, with ſome diffi- 
culty, into a large chamber of 24 
feet ſquare; from this you paſs into 
ſix more, one within another, and 
theſe are full of niches; in each of 
them ſtands a ſtone coffin, in all to 
the number of about fifty. We may 
juſtly look upon theſe ſepulchres as 
an amazing and laborious work, 
and ſurpriſingly executed ; and you 
find all the ceilings, hinges, doors, 
Sc. cut out of the ſame rock, This 
was the garden of Uzzah ;, and is 
perhaps the only real work that re- 
mains of the old Jeruſalem: 

About a mile weſtward from this 
city, ſtood the mount of Olives, fo 
called from the number of olive- 
trees that grew thereon. It is alſo 
called in 2 Kings, xxiii. 13, the 
mount of corruption, from the abo- 
minations, or temples of the Am. 
monite and Moabite gods, which 89+ 
lomon built there, in complaiſance 
to his wives of thoſe nations. It 
had three ſummits or tops, which 
run from north to ſouth, 

Mount Calvary lay weſtward juſt 
without the gates of the city. It was 
the common-place of the public ex- 
ecutions : and here it -was that our 
Saviour was crucified. + 

This city was further remarkable 
for ſeveral valleys which lay con- 
tiguous. The valley of Hinnom or 
Tophet, in the days of the Canaan- 


tes, 
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ites, was the place where human ſa- 
crifices were offered to Moloch. 
And under the Jewiſb government 
a continual fire was kept here to 
conſume the dead carcaſſes, c. 
brought from the temple. To which 
Chrift alludes, when he calls Hell, 
Gebenna, or the valley of Hinnom. 
It was called Tophet, or the place of 
timbrels, from the noiſe of thoſe 
and ſuch-like muſical inſtruments, 
formerly uſed by the heathens at 
their human ſacrifices, to drown the 


lamentable ſhrieks of the children 


who were ſacrificed there. 

The valley of Fehoſaphat, other- 
wiſe called the valley of Aldron, 
becauſe of the brook of that name, 
that runs through it, lies on the eaſt 
of Jeruſalem, between the city and 
the mount of Oliven. The valley 
alſo of Shaveh, or the King's Dale, 
where Melchizedeck met Abraham, 
About this valley there is ſo great a 
variety of conjectures and opinions, 
with reſpect to its name, and it is 


of ſo little conſequence to enquire - 


who is in the right, that it may ſuf- 
fice only to add to what has been 
ſaid before, it is ſuppoſed to lie on 
the ſouth-eaſt part of the city, not 
far from the king's gardens. 

8. I have heard that the muſter- 
roll of David's worthies, which are 
recorded in Samuel, on the occaſion 
of his being made king, difters very 
much from that recorded in Chro- 
nicles. | 
T. It does ſo; but it ſhould be 
conſidered, that the catalogue in 
Chronicles was made in the begin- 
ning of David's reign : that in Sa- 
muel at the latter end. The former 
records the names of thoſe men, 
who aſſiſted David in ſettling him 


on the throne ; the latter, thoſe, 
who abode with him all his reign, 
and died in his ſervice, There are 
other ways of reconciling this dif- 
ference which learned men have 
given; but theſe, I apprehend, you 
will be under no neceſſity of enquir- - 
ing into particularly, 

S. Did not David's taking the 
crown alarm his neighbours ? 

7. Yes; the Philiftines fearing 
that the greatneſs and enterprizing 
genius of David would prove their 
utter downfal, if not timely oppoſed, 
raiſed an army and marched againſt 
him; but David intirely defeated 
them at a place which he called 
thenceforward Baal perazim, or 
the plain of breaches, in memorial 
thereof. | ö 

S. Did they give him no further 
diſturbance ? 

T. They raiſed another numer- 
ous army, according to Joſephus, 
together with the aſſiſtance of Syria, 
and part of Phænicia, that oppoſed 
the ſettlement of Hiram their king, 
and herewith marching to fight Da- 
vid, they encamped in the valley of 
Rephaim weſt of Feruſalem. 

S. Did David give them battle? 

T. David having enquired of 
God (who was pleaſed: viſibly to 
interpoſe on this occaſion, in fa- 
vour of his people) was directed to 
lead his men round by the way of 
the mulberry- grove, ſo as to come 
upon the enemies rear ; and order- 
ed that as ſoon as he ſhould hear the 
ſound of a going in the taps of the 
mulberry-trees, he ſhould make his 
attack vigorouſly, God promiſing 
at the ſame time to go before him, 
and ſmite the Philiſtines in their 
front. David punctually r 

theſe 
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theſe orders, defeated the Phili- 
flines, and purſued them with a 
great ſlaughter from Geba to Gazer, 
which lies on the confines of their 
own country ; and diſabled them 
from giving the Iſraelites further an- 
noyance for many years after. 

S. How did David employ him- 
ſelf after this victory? 

T. Perceiving that God had gi- 
ven him peace with all the nations 
round about him, his firſt care was 
to bring home the ark of God, 
which had now remained almoſt 


fifty years in the houſe of Abinadab, 


and had been in a manner forgotten 
by the people. He alſo reſolved to 
build a ſtately fabric for a temple to 
worſhip God in. 
S. Did he bring the ark to Je- 
ruſalem ? 

T. Yes: but the ſolemnity was 


attended with a fatal accident at 


their ſetting out. It was a part of 
the Levitical law, that none but the 
Levites ſhould carry the ark of God. 
This they negleCted, and the ark 
was put into a new cart ; the oxen 
ſtumbling, Uzzah, the driver, offi- 
ciouſly putting forth his hand to 
prevent its falling, was inſtantly 
ſtruck dead by God, for his raſhneſs 
in meddling with it. The ſeverity 
of this divine judgment terrified 
David in ſuch a manner, that he 
carried the ark aſide, and left it at 


the houſe of Obed-Edom, a Levite, 


without the walls of Jeruſalem, 
where it remained for three months: 
at the end of which time, he aſſem- 
bled the prieſts and levites, to whom 
that function particularly appertain- 
ed, and with great ſolemnity and 
feſtivity brought the ark to Jeruſa- 
lem, where he had prepared a place 
for the reception of it. 


S. Did David build the temple, 
as he propoſed ? 

T. No: for having communica- 
ted his deſign to the prophet Na- 
than ; God informed him by that 
prophet, that as he was a man of 
war, and had ſhed much blood, 
though he was pleaſed with this 
pious intention of his, he would re- 
ſerve the building of a temple to his 
name to his ſon Solomon. It is very 
probable, that at the ſame time he 
commanded David to apply himſelf 
altogether to the ſubduing all the 
enemies of Iſrael, that they might 
not give his ſon any interruption in 
that great work. 

S. How did God ſhew his ac- 
ceptance of David's good intention? 
T. By promiſing that his ſon 
ſhould ſucceed him, and that his 
poſterity ſhould reign for many ge- 
nerations. 

S. Did David do as the Lord 
commanded ? 

T. He attacked the Philiftines, 
took their city Gath, or Metheg- 
Ammah, and made it a barrier a- 
gainſt themſelves. After that he 
utterly ſubdued the Moabrtes, and 
put one third of their army to death 
the reaſon of which the Rabbins tell 
us, but without foundation, was, 
becauſe they had dealt treache- 
rouſly with him, by putting his pa- 
rents and brethren to death; whom, 
during the time of his exile, he had 
committed to the protection and 
care of the king of Moab. He diſ- 
mantled all their ſtrong holds, and 
preſerved alive ſuch-of the people 
only -as were requiſite to till the 
ground. Hence he marched to ſe- 
cure his frontiers, bordering on the 
Euphrates, where he routed the Sy- 
rians, who, under the command of 


Hadadezer, 
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Hadadezer, king of Zobab, attack - 
ed him; as he did alſo the Syrians 
of Damaſcus, who came to the aſſiſt- 
ance of Hadadezer : fo that having 
ſubdued their countries, and the ci- 
ties of Zobah and Damaſcus, he 
made them tributaries. In his re- 
turn from Syria, he defeated the 
Edomites in the valley of ſalt, and 
after killing many of them with 
a great ſlaughter, he reduced them 
to the like ſubjection. 

S. What mean you by Syrians of 
Damaſcus ? 

T. They inhabited the city Da- 
maſcus, and that part of Syria which 
lay between Libanus and Antiliba- 
nus. 

S. Where was the valley of ſalt ? 

T. It was a large plain, about a 
league ſouthward of the city Pal- 
myra or Thadmor, in the road to 
Edom, abounding with ſalt-pits, a- 
bout two days journey from Boz- 
rab, the capital city of the eaſtern 
Edom. 

S. What allies had David ? 

T. It does not appear that he was 


aſſiſted by any other nation in thoſe 


conqueſts ; but he was in ſtrict a- 
mity with Hiram king of Tyre and 
Sidon, who had before ſent him a 
preſent of cedar-trees, with car. 
penters, and other artificers to aſ- 
fiſt bim in building his royal palace 
at Jeruſalem : As alſo with Nahaſh 
king of the Ammonites. And after 
his Jefear of the Syrians and Edo- 
mites, Toi king of Hamath made his 
court to him, with a large-preſent 
of veſſels of gold, ſilyer, &c. 

S. Who governed under David? 

T. The adminiſtration was left 
in the hands of his own ſons ; who 


were aflifted by Joab, the captain- 


general; by Jeboſaphat, who kept 
the public records, and, without 
any impropriety, may be called lord 
high-chancellor ; by Zadock and 4- 
bimelech the prieſts; by Seratah, ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, and by Benaiab, 
captain of the guards. 

S. What other martial exploits 
did David ? 

T. He made a ſucceſsful war a. 
gainſt the Ammonites, and ſeveral o- 
thers their allies. 

S. What reaſon had he to make 
war againſt the Ammonites? 

T. Nahaſh king of the Ammonites 
dying, David (in acknowledgement 
of the friendſhip that ſubliſted be- 
tween them, and the favours he re- 
ceived from him in his life) ſent to 
condole his death, and congratula- 
ted his fon Hanurn, on his acceſſion 
to the crown, as likewiſe to offer 
him his friendſhip. But Hanun be- 
ing perſuaded that he ſent only to 
diſcover the ſtrength and condition 
of the country, treated his meſſen- 
gers as ſpies, and ſent them diſ- 
gracefully away, with their beards 
half ſhaved, and their cloaths cut 
ſhort below their waiſts. This high 
and public affront and indignity 
David reſolved to revenge; and for 
that putpoſe ſent Zoab with an ar- 
my to puniſn them. 

S. Wherein lay the p t- of 
this treatment ? 

T. If we only conſider in com- 
mon life, what ridicule the cutting 
off half a man's beard expoſes him 
to; ſuch a proceeding with an am- 
baſſador was unpardonable : but, 
when we conſider, that the hair was 
accounted the greateſt ornament in 
ancient times, and is {till ſo among 
the 2 and other people of the 
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eaſt : and that a long garment was 


neceflary for them to cover their 
nakedneſs, who wore neither bree- 
ches nor drawers ; nothing could 
be a greater indignity than this im- 
poſed upon David's ambaſſadors, 

S. Did not the Ammonites expect 
a war as the conſequence of Da- 
vid's reſentment, and prepare them- 
ſelves for it ? | 

T. Yes: and they accordingly 
raiſed a very numerous army, and 


took 33,000 Syrians into their pay, 


and with theſe took the field. Joab 
being come within ſight of the ene- 
my found their army fo poſted, that 
the Iſraelites, before they were a- 
ware, had an enemy before and be- 
hind them. In this fituation, he 
ſelected the choice of his troops, and 
with theſe he reſolved to attack the 
Syrians, whilſt Abiſbai his brother, 
with the other part of the army, ſet 
upon the Ammonites, giving direc- 
tions at the fame time, that in caſe 
of need, the ſtronger ſhould come to 
the aſſiſtance of the weaker. 7oab 
having encouraged his men, aſſault- 
ed the Syrians with that conduct and 
valour, that they were ſoon routed, 
and the Ammonites feeing their 
friends defeated, betook themſelves 
to flight likewiſe. 

S. Who had furniſhed the Ammo- 
nites with thoſe Syrian mercenaries ? 

T. Hadadezer, who was in hopes 
thereby of ſreeing himſelf from the 
tribute, impoſed upon him by Da- 
vid, and ſeveral other petty kings. 

S. Did not David avenge him- 
ſelf of them ? 
T. The Syrians deſirous to a- 
venge this their ſhameſul defeat on 
the Fetus, and Hadadezer being con- 
ſcious of his perfidy, and expecting 
David would take the firſt oppor- 
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tunity to puniſh it, they levied a 
very numerous army in Syria and 
Meſopotamia, under the command 


of $hobach,their general, and march- 


ed over the Euphrates, to Helam, a 
town in the borders of the half tribe 
of Mana ſſeb. Againſt theſe David 
marched in perſon, withall his forces: 
and defeated them a ſecond time, kil- 
ling no leſs than 40,000 of their foot, 
beſide the men that were in 700 of 
their chariots, with their general. 
Upon this defeat, Hadadezer and 
the neighbouring princes ſued for 
peace, became tributaries to David, 
and were afraid ever after to give 
aſſiſtance to the Ammonites. | 
F. Did David renew the war 
with the Ammonites ? 

T. The ſeaſon of the year being 
come about for armies to take the 
held, David ſent Foab to make an 
inroad upon the Ammonites, With 
this army he laid their country 
waſte, and deſtroyed all that came 
in his way; and, laying fiege to 
their royal city Rabbab, after tak- 
ing the city of Vaters, he ſent for 
mow to have the honour of taking 

this city they ſtormed, and put 
* inhabitants thereof to exquiſite 
tortures and cruel deaths. Among 
the rich plunder they met with there 
the imperial crown of the king of 
Ammon, which was of ineſtimable 
value, fell into their hands. And it 
was in this ſiege, that Uriah the 
Hittite was ſlain. 

S. Who was Uriah ? 

7. Uriah was one of the king's 
life-guards. 

S. How comes he to be particu- 
lariſed by name, in this ſiege ? 

T. This was occaſioned by the 
fins of David, which are here re- 
corded, not only to ſhew the im- 

partiality 


222 


partiality of the hiſtory; but alſo, 
that the beſt of men have need to 
pray continually for the divine 
grace, and to watch that they fall 
not into temptation. 

S. What were thoſe ſins of Da- 
vid ? 
T. He had fallen in love with 
Bathſbebab the wife of Uriah, who 
was then with 7oab at the ſiege of 
Rabbah ; ſhe yielded to his ſollici- 
tations, and proved with child. To 
prevent her diſgrace, David ſent for 


Uriah, hoping that he would lie gl 


with his wife, and ſo become the 
reputed father of the child. Uriah 
came, but could not by any con- 
trivance the king had deviſed be 
perſuaded to go home, though Da- 
vid made him drink, at his own 
table, ſuch a quantity of liquor as 
he hoped would inflame his paſſi- 
ons. David being thus fruſtrated 
in his deſign, in theſe circumſtances 
formed a reſolution, very different 
and oppoſite to that ſweetneſs of 


temper, which till then had always 


appeared ſo natural tohim. He ſends 
Uriah back to the army, with let- 
ters to Foab, which contained or- 
ders to poſt him againſt ſuch a 
quarter of the city, where he might 
be moſt expoſed, and, in caſe of a 
ſally, to retire from him, that he 


might fall by the hands of the Am- 


monites. Joab, in obedience to theſe 
orders of the king, appointed Uriah 
a poſt againſt a quarter of the city, 
where he knew valiant men were; 
where upon the firſt ſally they made 
he was ſlain, with ſome others of the 
army. Foab ſent the news of Ur:a/'s 
death to David ; and as ſoon as the 
days of Bathſbebab's mourning for 
him were accompliſhed, the king 


ſent for her and made her his wite. 
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S. Was David ever brought to 
a ſenſe and abhorrence of this wick. 
ed act? 

T. He continued inſenſible un- 
der the guilt of theſe horrid ſins ſor 
near a year, without ſeeming to re- 
flect on, or deprecating the ven. 
geance and judgments of God due to 
them, when God ſent his prophet 
Nathan, to open his eyes, and rouze 
him out of his adulterous lethargy; 
who, by a moſt elegant and affecting 
parable, repreſented to him, as in a 
aſs, the baſeneſs and wickedneſs 
of what he had done, ſhewed him 
all his hidden deformities, and made 
him pronounce ſentence againſt his 
own guilt. 

S. Did the king repent hereon ? 

7. David with bitter compunc- 


tion and extreme ſorrow, and tak- 


ing a view of his ſtate, caſt himſelf 
down in the deepeſt humility be- 
fore God, and confeſſed his fin. Na- 
than hereupon aſſured him, that 
God would fo far pardon his tranſ- 
greſſion, as not to puniſh him with 
death ; but 2 0 would viſit him, 
by taking away the ſon born of this 
adulterous commerce ; by bringing 
ſeveral of his family to an untimely 
death; by a rebellion in his own 
houſe ; and by permitting his wives 
to be defiled publickly ; all which 
judgments afterwards came to pals 
in the death of the child; the mur- 
der of his eldeſt ſon Amnon; and in 
the rebellion and fatal death of his 
ſon Abſalom. 

S. How came Amnon to be mur- 
dered ? 

T. Amnon conceiving a violent 
paſſion for Tamar, his brother Abſa- 
lom's ſiſter, decoyed her by the ad- 
vice and contrivance of Jonadab, the 
ſon of Shimeah, David's brother, 
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into his apartment ; raviſhed her, 
and afterwards turned her out of 
doors, by force; all which acts of 
brutality Abſalom revenged with his 
blood. 

S. Were Amnon and Tamar both 
of one venter ? 

T. No: Amnon was by one queen, 
and Tamar was David's daughter, 
by Maacha the daughter of Talmat 
king of Gehur, who alſo bore him 
Abſalom. 

S. How did Abſalom kill Amnon ? 

T. Abſalom relided at Hazor, 
where, under the pretence of a 
ſheep-ſhearing, he two years after- 
wards, with the king's conſent, in- 
vited his friends, his relations, all the 
princes of the blood, and Amnon in 
particular, probably under the pre- 
tence of being reconciled to him. 
But upon a ſignal given, Abſalom's 
ſervants, in the midſt of the feaſt, fell 
upon Amnon, and diſpatched him; 
the reſt of the company greatly a- 
larmed hereat, provided the beft 
they could for their own ſafety by 
flight. 

S. How did David receive the 
news of this murder? 

T. He was much perplexed, and 
very fore troubled thereat ; and, no 
doubt, would have taken juſt ven- 
geance on Abſalom, had he not fled 
to his grandfather's at Ge/hur, 


S. How long did Abſalom conti- 


nue at G bur? 

T. Three years; when Foab, per- 
ceiving that David's grief was aba- 
ted; and that he had an inclination 
for Abſalom's return ; but wanted 
an opportune excuſe to recal him, 
procured an artful woman of Tekoah 
(a city about twelve miles fouth of 
Jeruſalem, in the tribe of Judah) 
who, in a form of ſpeech which he 
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contrived for her, convinced the 
king, that a murderer in ſome caſes 
might be pardoned, and then ap- 
plied the king's opinion to Ab/alom's 
caſe. David therefore gave orders 
to Joab to bring Abſalom home, but 
under this caution and reſtriction, 
that he ſhould live confined in his 
own houſe, without daring tocome 
into his royal preſence. Abjalom 
obeyed ; and, upon his humiliation, 
and further tokens of repentance, 
after two years, 7oab prevailed with 
the king to be reconciled to him. 

S. How came Jaab to intereſt 
himſelf ſo much in Abſalom's favour ? 

T. Amnon, the eldeſt ſon, you 
hear, was ſlain, and Chileab, David's 
ſecond ſon, was dead; ſo that Ab- 
ſalom, the third ſon, became the 
preſumptive heir to the crown; and 
the people had a general affection 
for him. Therefore Joab herein 
ſought his own private intereſt, 
while he interceded for Ab/alom's 
reſtoration. 

S. What raiſed 4b/alom's eſteem 
among the people ? 

T. His affable, courteous, and in- 
ſinuating behaviour, and the come- 
lineſs of his perſon, which was with- 
out blemiſh from top to toe, adorned 
with an extraordinary long and 
thick-ſet head of hair, the greateſt 
perſonal ornament a man could have 
in thoſe days. 

S. How did Abſalom behave after 
his being reſtored to favour at 
court? 

T. No ſooner was he reſtored to 
his father's favour, but he began to 
form defigns againſt his crown and 
life ; for, as he expected to ſucceed 
to the throne of his father, he affect- 
ed a ſtate and equipage greater than 
uſual, conſiſting of chariots and 

| horſes, 


had vowed in his exile, 
continued here, he employed emiſ- 
ſaries to ſound the inclinations of 
the ſeveral tribes, and to encourage 
and direct his partizans to be ready 


and formidable. 
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horſes, and a body-guard of fifty 
valiant men ; yet fo condeſcending 
in his manners, that he would ſtoop 
to the meaneſt of the' people, made 
himſelf popular, and inveigled their 
affections by pretending to wiſh for 
power and authority to ſollicit their 
cauſes, and redreſs their injuries. 
So that at laſt, impatient of ſubjec- 
tion, aſter he had thereby artfully 
alienated: the affections of the peo- 
ple from his father, he endeavoured 
to wreſt the reins of government 
into his own hands, by inſtilling in- 


to the people's minds a bad opinion 


of the preſent adminiſtration, and 


promiſing to conduct the public af- 


fairs to their greater advantage, 
were they once lodged in him. Hav- 
ing thus conducted himſelf for the 


"ſpace of four years, and now think - 


ing himſelf ſecure of the people's af- 
fections and ſupport, he obtained 
leave of his father to go to Hebron, 


where the royal ſeat had been, and 
where he was born, under pretence 


of offering a ſolemn ſacrifice of 


thankſgiving, which, he ſaid, he 
While he 


to take up arms, and proclaim him 
king, on the ſound of the trum- 
pets, which he diſpoſed for that 
purpoſe at proper diſtances through- 


out the land, and who were to take 


the ſound one from another. This 
deep laid plot ſucceeded beyond ex- 


pectation: at firſt he was attended 
with no more than 200 men, who 


knew nothing of his deſigns. But 
ſoon the conſpiracy became ſtrong 
Some, who were 


3 


naturally turbulent and diſcontent- 
ed, and uncaſy under every ſtate, 
promiſed themſelves ſome advantage 
from a change: others, who ſtill 
waited an opportunity to diſturb the 
houſe of David, in revenge for Saul: 
others, who could not bear the in- 
ſufferable pride and inſolence of 
Foab, David's prime miniſter, and 
the obſtruction of juſtice in the civil 
adminiſtration: and others, who 
had taken umbrage againſt the king 
for living with Bathſbebah, after he 
had murdered her huſband ; all ſuch 
probably flocked to Abſalom's ſtan- 
dard from every part : ſo that there 
was a general inſurrection and re- 
volt; which at firſt ſeems to have 
been intended only to ſubſtitute 46- 
ſalom as coadjutor to his father, for 
the execution of the royal authori- 
ty, and to ſecure the ſucceſſion to 
him, without any intention to di- 
veſt David of his crown and digni- 
ty, much leſs to take away his life; 
though this turned out to be Abſa- 
lam's and his party's reſolution in 
the end. 

S. What did the king upon the 


neus of this inſurrection? 


T. He immediately withdrew 
from Feruſalem, and paſſed over 
Kidron, towards the wilderneſs, at- 
tended by his guards, and principal 
friends; leaving behind him Zadok 
and Abiathar the prieſts, with or- 
ders to continue with the ark at Je- 


ruſalem, and to give him the earli- 


eſt intelligence they could of the 


deſigns and motions of the rebels. 


S. How did his ſubjects behave 
to him as he retired ? 
T. It is ſaid that all the country 
wept fore as he and his people paſ- 


ſed along. He was followed by 
Huſbai 
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Huſbai the Archite, ſo called from 


the place of his nativity, a town on 
the frontiers of Benjamin and Eph- 


raim, to the weſt of Bethel: and 


by Ittai the Gittite, and Ziba, Me- 
phiboſbeth's ſteward, and by the Che- 
rethithes, Pelethithes, and Gittites, 
about 600, who followed him from 
Gath. But he was loaded with bit- 
ter reproaches, and had ſtones caſt 
at himſelf and ſervants, by Shimei, 
a relation of Saul 's, as he approach- 
ed Baburim, a city in the tribe of 
Benjamin. rk 

S. Who was Huſhai ? 

T. He was David's faithful friend 
and counſellor. 

S. Did he ſhare David's fortune? 

T. He offered ſo to do, with all 
the tokens of real concern and ſin- 
cerity; but David knowing how 
uſeful his preſence would be to de- 
feat the counſels and deſigns of his 
ſon, enjoined him to return, and to 
affect to adhere to Abſalom, as the 
moſt effectual means to circumvent 
and fruſtrate the crafty Abitophel, 


who had engaged in all his ſon's 


wicked meaſures. 

S. Did this ſtratagem ſucceed ? 

T. Yes: Huſbai purſued David's 
inſtructions, and conducted himſelf 
ſo artfully, that Abſalom received 
him into his ſervice, and made him 
one of his privy-council, which 
enabled him to give David imme- 
diate information of all that paſled 
and was concerted againſt him. 

S. How came Ziba to follow 
David ? 

T. It was not for any love he bore 
to the king, but made uſe of this 
pretence as a mere contrivance to 
ruin Mephiboſheth, his maſter, in the 
opinion of David, by perhdiouſly 
accuſing him of ſtaying in Jeruſalem, 
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in hopes that, in this general diſtrac- 
tion of affairs, he might be made 
king. David giving too haſty cre- 
dit to theſe ſuggeſtions, made a 
grant to Ziba of all Mephiboſheth's 
eſtate. 

S. Did David afterwards diſco- 
ver this perfidy of Ziba to his ma- 
ſter? 5 

T. Ves: upon his return to Je- 
ruſalem, after the ſuppreſſion of this 
unnatural rebellion of his ſon, Me- 
phibo/heth had an opportunity of ſet- 
ting his caſe in ſo fair a light, that 
the king was reconciled to him, 
and revoked the haſty grant he had 
made to Ziba. The truth was, that 
Mephiboſheth being lame, he order- 
ed this perfidious ſervant of his to 
make ready his aſs, that he might 
attend the king; but Ziba lid away 
with it to make his court firſt, Me- 
phiboſbeth then was forced to ſtay in 

eruſalem, where he had all along 
o ſincerely mourned the king's ab- 
ſence, that until his arrival again, 
he neither ſhaved himſelf, nor 
changed his cloaths, | 

S. Who was that Shimti? 

T. He was a deſcendant of the 
houſe of Saul, and conſequently a 
bitter enemy of David; which he 
ſhewed by throwing duſt and ſtones 
at him, and loading him with the 
bittereſt reproaches and execra- 
tions. 

S. How did David bear with this 
uſage ? 

T. Looking upon him as an in- 
ſtrument in God's hand to afflit 
him, he with a ſtrange and un- 
heard of humility bore all his re- 
proaches and curſes, as if God had 
given Shimei a ſpecial command 
thus to curſe and revile him ; and 
protected him from the band of 


Abiſhai, 
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Abiſhai, who would have killed him 


for this ontrage and inſult. 

S. By whom were David's wives 
defiled ? 

T. By his ſon Abſalom, who had 
now made his triumphant entry in- 
to Jeruſalem; following therein the 
advice of Ahitophel, the preſident 
of his council, in order to make the 
breach irreconcileable between his 
father and him, he lay publickly 
with his father's concubines, in a 
tent he erected for that purpoſe on 
the top of the palace. 

K. In what particular did Hu/has 
defeat Ahitephel's council? 

T. Abitopbel had adviſed to pur- 
ſue and ſet upon David with 12,000 
choice men, before he could have 
time either to reinforce his army, 
or put them into any order. But 
Huſbai happily overthrew and fruſ- 


trated this counſel, which without 


doubt would have been David's 
ruin; and informed David thereof, 
and adviſed him to pals over Jordan 
immediately. 

S. Did David follow his direc- 
tions ? 

T. Yes: hedecamped that night 
before break of day, paſſed over 
Jordan, and took his rout to Aa- 


 hanaim, a city in Gilead, where he 


was kindly received. 

S. How did Abitophel brook the 
meaſures he had propoſed being thus 
ſet aſide, and Huſbai's counſel pre- 
vailing ? 

T. He no fooner heard that Da- 
vid, by paſſing over Jordan, was 

tten out of danger, but he con- 


cluded that he would alſo ſoon re- 


cover his dominions by Ab/alom's 
weak conduct and councils ; and, 


diſdaining alſo that his advice had 


* 
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been rejected, diſtracted between 
pride and fear, having made his will, 
he went and hanged himſelf in his 
own houſe. 

S. Did not the rebels purſue Da- 
vid ? 

T. They waited, according to 
Huſbai's advice, till they had aſſem- 
bled a numerous army ; the chief 
command of which was given to A. 
maſa,. the ſon of Ithra, a relation 
of Abſalom's by marriage: with this 
army Abſalom left Feruſalem, and 
paſſed over Jordan in queft of his 
father. 

S. Did David wait the coming 
of Abſalom to give him battle? 

T. David was reſolved to com- 
mand in perſon himſelf, but his of- 
ficers would not ſuffer it; therefore 
having given a ſtrict charge to 7oab, 
and his other general officers to ſpare 
Abſalom, he retired z having divid- 
ed his army into three bodies, the 
firſt under Foab, the ſecond under 
his brother Abiſbai, and the third 
under Ittai the Gittite ; and ordered 
them to meet Abſalom on the plain 
near the wood of Ephraim, in the 
tribe of Manaſſeb, on the eaſt of 
Fordan, ſo called from the ſlaughter 
of the Ephraimites made there by 
? pg 

S. What was the ſucceſs of the 
engagement ? 

T. Abſalom's army, though much 
ſuperior in number, was defeated, 

and 20,000 of his men killed ; and 
Abſalom finding the day was loft, 
endeavoured to ſave himſelf by 
flight, but riding with great ſpeed 
under an oak, he was fo entangled 
in the boughs, that, being caught 
by the throat, or as ſome think by 
his long hair, and his mule ir 
OD 


from under him, he was found by 
a private ſoldier hanging in the air, 
unable to diſengage himſelf; who 
reſpecting the king's command con- 
cerning his ſon, leſt him, and went 
and informed Joab thereof. But the 
general diſtinguiſhing between the 
affection of a parent, and the duty 
of a king, went immediately and 
ſtruck three darts through his heart, 
and then ordered his armour- bear- 
ers to diſpatch him outright. They 
afterwards took his body down, 
threw it into a pit, and covered it 
with a heap of ſtones, without any 
pomp or ceremony. 

S. Is not there a monument near 
this wood ſhewn to travellers, ſaid 
to be Abſalom's ? 

T. Yes: but as it no where ap- 
pears from the hiſtory of David, 
that he ever made any alteration 
in Abſalom's burial ; and, as Joſe- 
phus ſays that his monument was in 
his time only one marble pillar ; fo 
the preſent monument ſhewn to tra- 
vellers muſt be a fiction, being of a 
very different form from it. 
. How did Foab act after the 
death of Ab/alom ? 

T. He ſounded a retreat, to pre- 
vent any more blood being ſpilt. 

S. How did David receive this 
news ? 

T. He withdrew into his private 
apartment, and bewailed the death 
of his ſon in a moſt moving and pa- 
thetic manner ; and from that time 
reſolved within himſelf to diſmiſs 

oab from his ſervice, for diſobey- 
ing his command, with regard to 
Abſalam. - 

S. How did Foab act upon this? 

T. The army, though victorious, 
being in a great conſternation, on 
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finding the king ſo afflicted, Jaab 
came to the king, and reproached 
him with a great deal of liberty 
and threatened him, that except he 
would comeand ſhew himſelf tothe 
people, and ſpeak kindly to them, in 
acknowledgement of the great and 
ineſtimable ſervice they had done 
for him, he ſhould find himſelf a- 
bandoned and forſaken of all, and 
plunge himſelf thereby into a worſe 
miſhap than ever yet had befallen 
him; by this ſharp remonſtrance he 
prevailed with him to appear in pub- 
lic, and thereby reſtored joy, and 
comfort to the hearts of his faithful 
ſubjects, | 

S. Did David diſmiſs Foab from 
his ſervice ? | 

T. Yes: his murder of Abner in 
cold blood, his killing of 4b/alom, 
though the king had recommended 
to him to deal kindly with him for 
his ſake; and his inſolent and im- 
perious behaviour, fince the ſup- 
preſſion of the late rebellion, put 
the king upon this expedient : he 
pardoned Amaſa, the commander of 
the rebels, and made him general in 
the room of Joab. 

S. Did the king return to Jeru- 
falem?. 

T. Having taken the ſubmiſſion 
of the rebels, who returned to their 
allegiance, David left Mabanaim, 
and proceeded to. Feruſalem, amidit | 
the continued acclamations of his 
ſubjects; and even Shimer, who had 
ſo — curſed him on his retreat, 
came now and caſt himſelf at Da- 
vid's feet, conſeſſing his crime. 

S. Did not David punith Shime: ? 

T. Aliſbai would fain have put 
him to death for curſing the Lord's 
anointed z yet David not only hin- 
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dered it, but generouſly pardoned 
him ; not willing to ſully the vic- 


| tory God had given him with the 


blood of any one perſon. 

S. Did David reign in peace af- 
ter this ? | 

T. Aſter this defeat of Abſalom, 
all things feemed to concur to a 
peaceful ftate of the kingdom, if one 
Sheba, a factious ſpirit of the tribe 
of Benjamin, had not caſt it into new 
troubles; who, at the ſame time 
when all Iſrael were aſſembled to 
renew their obedience to David, 
infolently ſounded a trumpet, de- 
claring that he would never ſubmit 
to David, and exhorted all Iſrael 
to do the like; and moſt of the other 
tribes, except that of Judah, who 
continued ſtill faithful to their 
prince, followed him. " 
$8. What meaſures did David 


take to fuppreſs this new rebelli- 


on ? 
T. Being reſolved to ſtifle it in its 
birth, he diſpatched Abiſpai with his 
guards, and commanded Amaſa and 
ab with the forces they had afſem- 
led, to follow with all expedition. 
S. Did any remarkable event hap- 

pen in the expedition? 
T. When Amaſa came up with his 


men, in order to join the king's for- 
ces, at Gibeon, Joab advanced with all 


ſeeming, friendſhip to congratulate 
him,” upon his arrival, and taking 
him by the beard, ſtabbed him to 


the heart ; and then he and Abiſbai 


purſued after Sheba. 
S. Did they come up with Sheba? 
F. Sheba had retired to Abel, a 
fortified town in the tribe of Naph- 
thali; where upon Jea#'s approach, 
and preparing for an aſſault, the in- 
habitants perſuaded by a woman of 
great prudence and wiſdom, pre- 
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vented their own ruin by cutting off 
Sheba's head, and throwing it over 
the wall to Foab, according to a- 
greement: upon which 7oab raiſed 
the ſiege, and returned with his 
army to Jeruſalem. 

S. How did the king receive 
him ? 
T. No doubt but David was 
highly provoked at his inſolent and 
barbarous actions; but he found 
himſelf obliged to overlook them ; 
and continued him in his poſt of 
captain-general: to which poſt, I 
preſume, Joab claimed a right, hav- 
ing obtained it on certain conditi- 
ons, and in reward for his gallant 
behaviour, and ſtorming the ſtron 
fort of Zion and Jeruſalem, as well 
as ſupprefling theſe rebellions. 
S. What happened aſter this re- 
bellion was quelled ? | 

T. The land was ſore afflicted 
with famine, and with a peſtilence. 

S. How long did the famine con- 
tinue ? 

T. For three years. Which Da- 
vid apprehending to be a divine pu- 
niſhment for ſome national crime, 
conſulted the divine oracle to diſco- 
ver the cauſe of it. From whence 
he learned, that God had inflicted 
it for SauPs cruelty in ſlaying fo 
many of the Gibeonites, contrary to 
the treaty ſubſiſting between them 
and the J/raelites. David hereupon 
applied to the Gibeonites to know 
what atonement they required; they 
demanded ſeven of Sans ſons to be 
given them : and the two ſons- of 
Rizpeh, SauPs concubine, and five 
ſons of Merab, his eldeſt daughter, 
were delivered up accordingly, 
whom the Gibeonites hung up in 
Gibeah of Saul. After that God was 
intreated for the land, And David, 
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to convinc his ſubjects that what 
he had done in this affair, was not 
out of hatred to Saui's family, but 
purely by God's appointment, or- 
dered their bodies to be taken down, 


and buried in the tomb of Xi, the 


father of Saul, at Zelab, in the 
country of Benjamin, together with 
the remains of Saul and Jonathan, 
which upon this occaſion were 
brought from Jabeſb-Gilead, where 
they had been buried thirty-five 
years before, 

S. Did the Philiſtines take no 
advantage of all theſe civil broils, 
and inteſtine diſſenſions among the 
Iſraelites 

T. David had ſohumbled and re- 
duced them in the beginning of his 
reign, that they were never able to 
raiſe an army of any conſequence ; 
but as they had men of a gigantic 
ſtature among them, who lived 
chiefly upon the ſpoil of their neigh- 
bours, theſe uſed to diſturb the peace 
of Iſrael by their incurſions, and 
there were frequent ſkirmiſhes be- 
tween them ; in the firſt of which 
David himſelf had like to have been 
killed by one of theſe giants, had 
not Abiſbai by timely interpoſing 
killed the Philifine ; after which 
it was reſolved that the xing ſhould 
never more expoſe himſelf in battle. 

S. Did not you ſay that the land 
was afflicted by peſtilence ? 

T. Yes: this happened about two 
years before the death of David, as a 
puniſhment for his preſumptuous 
numbering of all his people, to which 
his pride and vanity led him, inorder 
thereby to make an eſtimate of his 
grandeur and power, and which he 
reſolved on againſt the opinion and 


advice of Foab and the reſt of his 
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officers. The taking this account 
took up nine months and twenty 
days; and the number amounted 
to 800,000 men ft to bear arms 
in /frael, and 500,000 in Judah, 
excluſive of the tribes of Levi and 
Benjamin, which were not given in. 
— The account was no ſooner deli- 
vered up but David was ſenſible that 
he had acted very fooliſhly, and 
humbly confeſſed his fin before God 
and while he was imploring his par- 
don and grace, the prophet Gad was 
ſent to him, to give him his choice 
of three puniſhments, whether ſeven 
years of famine ſhould afflict his land; 
or whether he would be expoſed to 
war for three months, wherein he 
ſhould be continually worſted; or 


to ſuffer a peſtilence of three days. 


The ſeverity of theſe afflicting de- 
nunciations reduced him to a great 
ſtreight about the choice he had to 
make; but, however, he deſired to 
fall into the hands of God, rather 
than the hands of men, for his mer- 
cies were great; and therefore chofe 
the peſtilence, in which died 70,000 
men. Upon David's prayer and 
humble remonſtrance during this 
afflictive providence, God bids the 
angel, who was now going to de- 
ſtroy Feruſalem, to hold his hand, 
and fent the prophet Gad a ſecond 
time to him, commanding him to 
build an altar in the threſhing-floor 
of Araunab the Jebuſite, where he 
had ſeen the deſtroying angel ſmite- 
ing the people : David having obey- 
ed this order, God declared his ac- 
ceptance of the ſacrifices offered 
thereon, by ſending fire from hea- 
ven to conſume them, and by ſtop- 
ping the plague. 

S. Why did Gad appoint the 
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threſhing · floor of Araunah for that 
ſolemn ſervice? 

T. It was here the angel ceaſed 
from deſtroying the people; and 
God might have deſigned this 
ground, with the adjoining part of 
mount Moriah, for the ground-plot 
of the temple, which Solomon was to 
build. David purchaſed the threſh- 
ing-floor at the rate of fifty ſhekels of 
filver,and the whole topofthe moun- 
tain for the ſum of 600- ſhekels of 
gold. From this time he employed 
himſelf in providing materials, and 
ſettling the number of the officers, 
and all other neceſſaries for fo great 


a work, as building the temple ; and 


the manner of the daily ſervice of 
thoſe that were to attend on it. 

S. Did the king ſettle his ciyi 
and military affairs? | 

T. Yes: he appointed a gene- 
ral, ſecretaries, judges, and civil 
magiſtrates, and inferior officers un- 
der them, to take cogniſance of, 
and puniſh all offences, and to pre- 
ſerve the peace of the nation. He 
alſo appointed twelve captains with 
their legions to attend on the king, 
each a whole month in their rota- 
tions; he ſet a prince, or chief ru- 
ler, over each of the twelve tribes; 
beſides thoſe there were inferior of- 
ficers, who had in charge the care 
of his treaſures, ſtore- houſes, the 
tillage of the ground, vineyards, 
wine preſſes, olive- trees, woods, 
and foreſts, herds, flocks, camels, 
aſſes; over all his ſubſtance proper 
officers were appointed. 

S. Did David at this time ſettle 
alſo the ſucceſſion to the crown ? ' 

T. Before he could do this, it 
ſeems that he was ſeized with a di- 
temper ſomething like a dead pal- 
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ſy ; whereupon Adonijat; who was 
now David's eldeſt fon, a prince of 
exquiſite beauty, and great gallan- 
try, who had ingratiated himſelf very 
much in the affections of the peo. , 
ple, by his ſplendid manner of living, 
and ceurteous behaviour, taking 
advantage of hisfather's age and in- 
firmity, reſolved to get himſelf de- 
clared king: and having gained 
Joab the general of the king's for- 
ces, and Abiathar the high - prieſt, 
on his ſide, he invited all the king's 
ſons, (except Solomon) and all the 
great men of Judab (except Benarah, 
captain of the guards, the officers of 
the army, and Zadokt the other 
high-prieft, and Nathan the pro- 
phet) to a grand entertainment at 
Enrogel, where he intended to have 
been proclaimed king. The news of 
this treaſon was ſoon brought to Da- 
vid, who now by the advice of the 
propet Nathan, and at the inſtigation 
of his wife Bath/hebah, declared So- 
lomon his ſucceſſor; and commanded 
Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiab, and the 
other officers and miniſters of ſtate 
to attend and conduct him, on the 
king's own mule, to Gihon, a place of 
great reſort, and there to anoint 
him, and proclaim him king of //- 
rael ; which was done with all poſ- 
ſible expedition, to the great joy of 
the people of Jeruſalem. 

S. What did Adonijah and his 
company upon the news of this 
event ? ants ; 
T. Every man did the beſt he 
could to provide for his own ſecuri- 
ty. Adonijah fled to the altar for 
ſanctuary; and having promiſed ne- 
ver to attempt any thing againſt the 
government for the future, he was 
permitted to come and make his 

| ſubmiſſion 
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ſubmiſſion to Solomon, who pardon- 
ed him. 

S. Had David a right to appoint 
his ſucceſſor ? 

T. This is the firſt inſtance of a 
king's naming his ſucceſſor. Andit 
does not appear that David was led 
by choice to diſinherit Adonijab, his 
eldeſt, in favour of his younger ſon 
Solomon; for the eldeſt was much 
' admired and indulged by his father. 
But he was herein determined by 
God's ſpecial deſignation of Solomon 
to the kingdom, 2 Sam. vii. 12. 
1 Kings ii. 15. 

S. Was not Solzmon alſo declar- 
ed king by the public ſuffrage of the 
princes of the ſeveral tribes, and in 
a ſolemn manner? 

T. Ves: for when David found 
all things were now quiet, and that 
his appointing Solomon his ſucceſſor, 
pleaſed the people, he aſſembled the 
chiefs of all the tribes ; and having 
addreſſed them on the ſubject of the 
temple which he had deſigned to 
erect for the worſhip of God, and 
che proviſion of all kinds of ne- 
ceſſaries he had made for that pur- 
poſe, and alſo on God's deſignation 
of Solomon to ſucceed on his throne, 
and to build this temple to his name; 
he recommended to his ſon, in the 
firſt place, a ſteady and upright con- 
duct in his adminiſtration of the go- 
vernment, and a pious zeal for the 
worſhip of God, and gave him-a 
plan of the future temple he was 
to build, and a liſt of, and the 
courſes of the prieſts and Levites, 
with the order of their attendance ; 
and gave him alſo ſome private or- 
ders, which he would have him to 
execute after his death. Then, ſet- 
ting the princes of the tribes an ex 
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ample of bis bounty, by offering 
largely out of his own private eſtate 
towards building the temple, they 
contributed alſo to that pious work: 
and celebrating the day following 
with great feſtivity, and ſacrifices 
to God, they anointed Solomon a 
ſecond time king, and Zadok to be 


prieſt. 


S. Did David puniſh none of 
Adonijah's conſpirators ? 

T. He diſplaced Abiathar "We 
the office of high · prieſt; but, as his 
end now approached, he contented 
himſelf with recommending Joad's 
puniſhment to his ſon. 

S. How long did David live af- 
ter this ? 

T. About fix months; when per- 
ceiving his departure at hand, he 
exhorted Solomon to be conftant in 
his duty to God, to walk in his 
ways, and to keep his ſtatutes, his 
commandments, his judgments, and 
his teſtimonies : he charged him al- 
fo to execute juſtice on Jaab, and 
on Shimet ; and recommended the 
ſons of Barzillai to his favour and 
protection. 

S. What do you mean by God's 
ways, ſtatutes, . commandments, 
judgments, and teſtimonies ? 

7. By God's ways I underſtand 
his . revealed will: by his ſta- 
tutes, thoſe conſtitutions which have 
their foundation purely in the will 
and pleaſure of „ fuch as the 
prohibition of ſowing ſeed of diffe- 
rent kinds together, &c. by his com- 
mandments, moral duties, founded 
in the nature of things, as not to- 
ſteal, &c. By his judgments, the, 
laws belonging to the civil govern- 
ment; and the dealings of one man 
with another, as they are recorded 


Q 4 in 


how neceſſary 


—— 


232 
in the 21ſt, and following chapters 
of Exodus : and by his teſtimonies I 
underſtand the law of the Sabbath, 
paſſover, and other feſtivals inſti- 
tuted in remembrance of ſome great 


events, and to teſtify to men the 


loving kindneſs of the Lord. 

S. What age was David at his 
death ? | 

T. He died in the 71 year of 
his age, having reigned ſeven years 
in Hebron, and thirty-three at Je- 
ruſalem. | 

S. Where was he buried? 

T. At Jeruſalem, or the city of 
David, with great pomp and royal 
magnificence. His ſepulchre is 
mentioned by St. Peter, and was 
to be ſeen in the days of St. Ferom ; 
but is now no where to be found. 

S. What character has David 
left behind him ? 

T. In his frequent lapſes into ſins 
of different kinds, and ſome of theſe 
of the deepeſt dye, we ſee the frail- 
ty of human nature; and how lia- 
ble the beſt of men are to be over- 
taken with very groſs faults; and 
it therefore is, that 
we ſhould be conſtantly upon our 
guard againſt all temptations and 
inlets to fin. David certainly is 
by no means excuſable for his of- 


- fences; but he was no encourager 


of vice in his own family, nor a 
tame conniyer at it in others, had 
he not been ſometimes reſtrained 
by reaſons of ſtate, or for want of 
power, from puniſhing it: he was 
true to his promiſes, juſt in his di- 
tributions, and prudent, but not 
crafty in his military operations, yet 
very capable of improving all ad- 
vantages, and obviating difficul- 
ties, by a ſharp foreſight, and a 
fingular preſence of mind : he was 
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compaſſionate to the diſtreſſed, a 
ſincere friend, and a merciful ene- 
my; never uſing ſeverity but by 
way of retaliation. 

S. Who was Barzillai, whoſe 
ſons David recommended to Solo- 
mon's favour ? 

T. He was a rich man, who had 
been very kind to David when he 
fled from AbJalom, and ſupplied. 
him with proviſions at Mabanaim. 
— David, at his reſtoration, invited 
the old man to Feruſalem ; but he 
excuſing himſelf on account of his 
age and infirmities, recommended 


his ſon Chimham to his royal fa- 


vour. David promiſed to do all 
that he required; and taking Chim- 
ham with him, he ſettled part of 
his own patrimony in Bethlehem up- 
on him and his heirs for ever ; 
which donation was called the ha- 
bitation of Chimham in the days of 
Jeremiab, xli. 17. 

S. Pray permit me to aſk what 
are the moſt remarkable events in 
the heathen ſtory during this pe- 
riod ? Er 

T. The heathen ſtory in this pe- 
riod is ſo corrupted with fables, that 
it is difficult to diſcern any ſigns of 
truth in it; yet I will mention to 
you the heads of ſome of the moſt 
remarkable. In the reign of Deu- 
calian, ſon of Prometheus, and about 
the 39th year of judge Ehud, there 
was adeluge in Theſa, which gave 
foundation to the poetical fiftion of 
Deucalion and Pyrrbha. About the 
ſame time, Phatton, a great aſtro- 
loger, ruled the Ligurians, whoſe 
ſtudy of the courſe of the ſun, and 
an exceſſive drought and heat, 
which, in his time, made the coun- 
try, near the Po, barren for many 
years, gave riſe to the fable that 

| | goes 


goes under his name. — The 14th 
year of judge Tolah is remarkable 
for the fiction of Ganymede, ſon of 
Tres, king of Phrygia. — Perſeus, 
of whom ſo many ſtrange ſtories 
are found in the poets, appeared in 
the world about the ſixth year of 
. — government in 1frael. — 

is period alſo is famous for the 
expedition of the Argonauts, and 
the ſiege of Troy ; an event, from 
which ſucceeding ages have reaped 
advantages, not only as it is the 


Solomon's Acceſſion, and Adonijah's Death. 2 33 


ſubject of two of the nobleſt po- 
ems in this world ; but as, by the 
diſperſion of the Greeks, many di- 
ſtant countries were better peo- 
pled. Some of the Locrians were 
driven into Africa, others into Ita- 
ly, others into Sicily, and ſettled 
themſelves in ſuch numbers, in 
theſe parts, that Greet became the 
current language of this iſland ; 
and moſt of the eaſt part of Za, 
was from thence called Magna 


Gracia. 
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Solomon's Acceſſion to the Throne; and Petition to God for Wiſ- 


dom. He defeats the Stratagems of Adonijah, Sc. 


Puniſhes 


Shimei ; marries the Daughter of Pharaoh-Vaphnes ; renews 
the Alliance with Hiram, Sc. Settles the Officers of his Court, 


and Civil Lift ; Builds and dedicates the Temp 
ſeveral Palaces, Fortreſſes and Cities. 
His Riches and Magnificence : His Apoſtacy and 
Jeroboam appointed by God to ſucceed Solomon. 


Navigation. 


Puniſhment. 


le ; and builds 
Eſtabliſbeth Trade and 


Solomon's Vives, Children, and Death. 


8. HAT did Solomon upon 
the death of his father ? 

T. As ſoon as he was happily e- 
ſtabliſhed on the throne, he made 
an alliance with the king of Egypt. 
and married his daughter; and 
ſome time aſter he aſſembled all the 
princes and other great men of 
{ſrael together, before the taber- 
nacle at G:ibeon, where he offered 
large ſacrifices; and alſo took the 
allegiance of this people to him as 
king, now in his own perſon. Here 
we read, that God appeared to him 
in a viſion, and promiſed to grant 
bim whatever he ſhould aſk. 

S. What did Solomon alk ? 


3 


T. That God would give him a 
wiſe and underſtanding heart, for 
the due government of the people 
under his charge. 

S. Did God grant his requeſt ? 

T. Yes: and was ſo well pleaſed 
therewith, that over and above the 
wiſdom he deſired, God promiſed 
to ſuperadd ſuch abundance of riches 
and honours, as ſhould exceed thoſe 
of all other kings; and further, 
that, upon the obſervance of God's 
commands, he ſhould alſo have 
length of days beſtowed upon him. 

S. What age was Solomon when 
he came to the crown ? 


T, Heis moſt probably ſuppoſed 
| to 
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to have been twenty years old when 
he began to reign; though ſome 
have conjectured, that he was not 
above twelve; herein building their 
opinion upon the words of Solomon, 
who, in anſwer to God in this vi- 
ſion, faid, I am but a child. But 
his father, at'the time he left the 
Kingdom to him, called him a wiſe 
man: Solomon therefore, on this 
occaſion, calls himſelf a child, only 
in reſpect of his ſkill, in governing 
ſo great a people, and managing 
the affairs of ſtate. | | 

S. Did he meet with no oppo- 
ſition ? | 

T. Not openly ; but there ſeems 
to have been a deſign privately 
concerted between Adonijab, Abia- 
thar, and Foab, to raiſe freſh di- 
ſturbances and pretenſions to the 
crown. 

S. How ? | 

T. Abiathar and Joab, and, as 
ſome think, Shime: alſo, adviſed 
Adonijah to petition the king to 
give him Abiſbag the Shunamite, 
and his father's widow, to be his 
wife; which, if it could be ob- 
tained, might add another pretence 
to claim the kingdom, and ſtreng- 
then the ſuppoſed right of Adoni- 
Jah, the elder brother, thereto. 

S. How did Solomon receive this 
petition ? . 

T. Adonijah had engaged Solo- 
mon*s mother Bat hſbebah, to preſent 
it; but the king preſently perceived 
the drift of ſuch a . and that 
Adonijab's ambitious deſign in this 
ſuit aimed at the kingdom; he 
therefore rejected it with indigna- 
tion, and ſent Benaiab immedi- 
ately to put him to death; removed 
Abiathar from the prieſthood, and 
baniſhed him to his own eſtate at 
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Anathoth, a Levitical city; and 
hearing that Foab was fled to take 
ſanctuary at the altar in the taber- 
nacle at Grbeon, he ordered B.- 
naiab alſo to fall upon him and kill 
him there, if he refuſed to be taken 
from thence. 

S. Who ſucceeded Foab and A. 
Biathar? 

T. Benaiah and Zadol. 

S. Did Solomon take no notice 
of Shimet ? 

T. Yes: he being well appriſed 
of his turbulent temper, and readi- 
neſs to ftir up ſedition, ordered him 
to repair to Feruſalem, and there 
build him an houſe, and confine 
himſelf within a certain diſtrict. 
This injunction of the king, tho” 
at firſt received with great thank- 
fulneſs and tokens of ſubmiſſion, 
was not long kept; for Shimei, in 
about three years, broke his parole, 
and went to Gath in purſuit of ſome 
ſervants who had run away from 
him. But Salamon being informed 
hereof, on his return, ordered Be- 
natah to put him to death. 

S. Did Solomon do well in pro- 
ceeding thus againſt theſe men? 

T. He puniſhed men indeed who 
ſeem to have been above the reach 
of the law before, but whoſe trea- 
ſons and crimes had deſerved death: 
hereby alſo he cut off the heads of 
the faction that were againſt him 
and his family, and ſecured the 
peace of the kingdom, and ſtability 
of his throne. 

S. What did he do then? 

T. His next care was to ſtrength- 
en his intereſt abroad, 

S. In what manner? 

7. He took in marriage the 
daughter of Pharach (Faphres) 
king of Egypt, as I have already 

| mentioned; 
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mentioned; whereby he gained a 
powerful ally in caſe of neceſſity. 
He renewed his father's alliance 
with Hiram king of Tyre, and with 
other neighbouring free ſtates; 
theſe he managed ſo dexterouſly, 
that he enjoyed a profound peace, 
and governed with an abſolute 
power all the dominions, from the 
river Euphrates on the eaſt, to the 
land of the Philiſtines on the Me- 
diterranean ſea on the weſt, and to 
the river Nile on the ſouth, border- 
ing on Egypt. However, being 
too wiſe to be deceived into a ſe- 
curity that might be fatal to him, 
from the peace and his preſent ſitu- 
ation, he provided himſelf againſt 
the fortune of future events, with 
all ſorts of warlike ammunition. 
S. What other inſtances are 
there recorded of his wiſdom ? 
T. His deciſion in that difficult 
caſe, where two women made their 
claims for the ſame living child, 
and would have ſhifted off the dead 
one to each other. There were no 
witneſſes on either fide; and the par- 
ties both peremptory. However, the 
king, ordering the living child to be 
cut in two, and divided between 
them, the true mother was ſoon 
diſcovered by her natural affection, 
which could not bear the view of 
this execution. This was the firſt 
inſtance of his ſuperior penetra- 
tion. But I might as well pretend 
to number the ſand of the ſea, as 
to relate all his wiſe actions and 
words. It may ſuffice to ſay, that 
he is allowed to have ſurpaſſed in 
learning all the Orientals and Egyp- 
tians, people juſtly famed for their 
knowledge in every uſeful ſcience. 
He has left examples of his ſkill in 
moral- and natural philoſophy, in 
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his Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes, None 
of his poetical performances remain 
but his Song of Songs, and perhaps 
the cxxviith pſalm. And his writings 
concerning animals and plants, 
were loſt in the Babylonihh capti- 
vity. 

$. What was Solomon's next 
care ? 

T. To regulate and ſettle the 
officers of his court and civil liſt. 

S. Who were they? 

T. To make uſe of modern ti- 
tles, Zabud, the ſon of Nathan, was 
his prime miniſter; Eliboreph and 
Ahiah, the ſons of Shiſha, were ſe⸗ 
cretaries of ſtate; Zadgf, high- 
prieſt ; Fehoſaphat, recorder ; A 
hiſhar was lord chamberlain ; A. 
doniram was lord-treaſurer ; Benai- 
ah, captain-general of his forces; 


and Azariah, the fon of Nathan, 


was over twelve officers, which pro- 
vided victuals for the king and his 
houſhold ; and Zabud was principal 
officer. 

S. Did he take any care about 
building the temple ? 

T. Yes: having eſtabliſhed peace 
at home, and being reſpected a- 
broad, he contracted with Hiram 


for a ſufficient quantity of cedar, 


and other wood, and for a number 
of Sidonian workmen to cut down 
timber in the foreſts, Cc. and in 
lieu thereof he was to give him 
20,000 meaſures of wheat, and 
twenty meaſures of pure oil a year. 

S. Where had Hiram ſo much 
timber ? 

T. On mount Lebanon, and from 
thence it was brought by ſea on 
floats to the harbour of Joppa, and 
carried from thence to Jeruſalem, 
by land. bo 

S. What number of men were 

employed 
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employed on mount Lebanon ? 
T. There were 30,000, under 
the inſpection of Adoniram, the 
treaſurer of Solomon's houſhold ; 
theſe, 10,000 of them each month 
taking their turns, together with 
Hiram's workmen, cut down the 
trees; and 70, ooo more were em- 
ployed to carry it away. 
S. Where did he provide ſtone 

for the temple ? 

T. Near Gabala, on the ſame 
coaſt with Tyre. | 

S. Did Salomon agree in theſame 
manner with Hiram for ſtones, as 
he had done for the timber ? 


T. I apprehend it was one agree- 
ment for bath: for Hiram's ſubjects 


the Giblites, or inhabitants of Ga- 


Bala, prepared the ſtones to build 
the temple; though Solomon had 
$0,000 hewers of ſtone, beſides 
thoſe that Hiram employed. 

S. Who had the care and direc- 
tion of theſe workmen ? 

T. Theſe 3300 rulers, beſides 
other chief officers gppointed to 
overſee them. 

S. Who was the chief work 
man ? | 

T. One Hiram, a Tyrian, whoſe 
mother was of the tribe of Dan. 

S. When did Solomon lay the 
foundation of the temple? 

T. In the 4th year of his reign, 
and ſecond month, A. M. 2992, 
and the 480th of the J/raelites exit 
out of Egypt; and about 1000 be- 
fore the birth of the Meſſias. 

S. Where? 

T. On mount Moriab, the place 
where the threſhing- floor of Arau- 
xah the Jebuſite ſtood, and where 
Abrabam intended to have ſacri- 
faced his ſon Iſaac. 
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S. How long was it in building? 

T. Seven years and a half, 

S. I have been told that neither 
hammer nor ax, nor any tool of 
iron was heard in it during the 
time it was in building. 

T. It is ſo recorded: yet this 
does not mean that wood and ſtone 
could be wrought without tools 
and noiſe; but that the materials 
had been prepared and adjuſted with 
ſuch art and dexterity, that, after 
they were brought to mount Mo- 
riah, there was no more to be 
done than to put them together 
with care. And wherever any ble- 
miſh had eſcaped the artiſt, it was 
poliſhed with the ſtone ſmiris, or 
famir, as it is ſometimes corruptly 
written. 

S. Who prepared the furniture 
for the temple ? 

T. It was deſigned and finiſhed 
under the direction of the archi- 
tet Hiram, and conſiſted of gold, 
ſilver, fine tapeſtry and embroidery. | 
S. What were the dimenſions 
of this temple ? 

T. That you will beſt under- 
ſtand, by ſeeing the proſpect and 
ground-plot with a proper ſcale, 
which you have in Stackhouſe, Cal- 
met, Lamy, and ſeveral other au- 
thors, and which you have here a 
print of alſo. Here you may obſerve, 
that it conſiſted of ſeveral courts 
and buildings, which together 
made an exact ſquare; the ſides of 
it were 1460 feet in length, exactly 
fronting the E. W. N. and 8. The 
foundation was laid at the bottom 
of the mount; ſo that the works 
were about 608 feet high, before 
they were raiſed to the level of the 
temple. There were 180,000 
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f The Dedication of the Temple by Solomon. 


workmen employed in this ſtructure 
for ſeven years and an half. The 
ground-plot was a ſquare of 600 
cubits every, way, and was incloſed 
with a wall fix cubits high, and fix 
broad, containing ſeveral buildings. 
Within it was a court of fifty cubits 
wide, called the court of the Gen- 
tiles, and ſeveral buildings for dif- 
ferent uſes, furrounded with cloy- 
ſters, and ſupported by marble pil- 
lars, as the outward court. The 
court of the Iſraelites was ſeparated 
from that of the Gentiles by a wall 
of 500 cubits ſquare, the court was 
100 cubits, and was paved with 
marble of different colours ; it had 
four gates, one on each fide, and 
each riſing with an aſcent of ſeven 
Reps. Within this was the court 
of the prieſts, incloſed by a wall of 
200 cubits ſquare, This court, 
which was 100 cubits ſquare, was 
encompaſſed with cloyſters and a- 
partments for the prieſts that at- 
tended the ſervice of the temple. It 
had but three gates, to the E. N. 
and S. to which they aſcended by 
eight ſteps. All theſe courts were 
open at top. | | 

In the [/raelites court, oppoſite to 
the gate of the prieſts court, was e- 
refed a throne for the king, (which 
was a magnificent alcove) where he 
ſeated himſelf when he came to the 
temple. In the prieſts court was 
the altar of burnt-offering, with 
ten brazen layers, and a ſea of brafs 
ſupported by twelve oxen. 

From the weſt fide of this altar, 
they aſcended by twelve ſteps unto 
the porch of the temple, which was 
twelve cubits long, and twenty 
broad,” ſupported by the two fa- 
mous pillars Fachin and Boaz, 
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(which names import, that God a- 
lone was the ſupport of the temple) 
and had a gate fourteen cubits 
wide. Through this they pafled 
into the fanctuary, or nave of the 
temple, which was forty cubits 
long, and twenty broad ; and here- 
in Rood the altar of incenfe, the 
table of ſhew-bread, and ten golden 
candlefticks. The ſanctuary led 
into the holy of holies, which was 


twenty cubits ſquare; in which was 


placed the ark of the covenant, 
containing the two tables of the 
law, engraven by God on ſtone, 
and was adorned with four cheru- 
bins, 

The temple had two ſtories, but 
what was ſtrictly ſo called, mea- 
ſured no, more than 150 feet in 
length, and 105 feet in breadth 
from out to out. But there were 
thirty cells, or little houſes round 
about it, whofe tops reached no high- 
er than the firſt ſtory. The upper 
ſtory was quite clear without, and 
was one large room, which reached 
over the holy of holies alſo. Which 
ſome, with great probability, ſup- 
poſe to be the upper chamber, in 
which the Holy Ghoſt defcended 
upon the apoftles in a viſible man- 
ner. For as this room was appro- 
priated to the pious laity of all ſtates, 
to come and pay their devotions to 
God, there appears nothing that 
could hinder the diſciples of Jeſus 
to be there with other Fews, when 
the temple was full of eus of all 
nations, celebrating the feaſt of 
Penteceſt. 

S. When was this temple dedi- 
cated to God:? 


7. Not till the following year, 


which was the year of jubilee; and 
falling 
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falling in with the feaſt of taberna- 
cles; and the ſolemnity of the feſti- 
val continued fourteen days. 

S. In what manner was it dedi- 
cated to render the ſolemnity of 
the dedication more auguſt and 

ious? | 

T. Solomon invited the elders and 
the heads of the tribes, and the 
principal perſons of all Iſrael to be 

eſent at it. He himſelf-marched 

fore the ark, which was carried 
by the prieſts ; both he and all the 
people ſacrificing ſheep and oxen 
that could not be told for num- 
bers. As ſoon as they were come 
into the temple, the prieſts placed 
the ark in the moſt holy place, un- 
der the wings of the cherubins; 
and when they were come out 
from thence, the divine Shechinah 
appeared with great glory within 
the holy place, ſo that the prieſts 
could not ſtand to miniſter; for the 


glory of the Lord had filled the + 


houſe. Solomon, overjoyed to ſee 
that God had approved and taken 
poſſeſſion of his houſe in ſo viſible 
and illuſtrious a manner, kneeling 
down, and proſtrating himſelf be- 


fore God, he addreſſed his prayers pal 


to him, and beſeeched him graci- 
ouſly to accept of the houſe he had 
built for bis name, to bleſs and 
ſanctify it, and to hear the prayers 
of all, whether Jetus or Gentiles, 
who, upon any occaſion, either 
of public or private calamity, might 
dire& their ſupplications to him 
frem that place. He beſeeched 
him likewiſe to fulfil the promiſe 
made to David in favour of his fa- 
mily, and the kings his ſucceſſors. 
On this occaſion, God was pleaſed 
a ſecond time to ſhew his accep- 
tance of the houſe Solomon had built 
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to his name, by ſending fire from 
heaven to conſume the burnt- of- 
ferings, 2 Chron. vii. 1. Solomon 
offered at this ſolemnity 20,000 
oxen, and 120,000 ſheep, 

S. Did God appear to Solomon 
after. this ? 

T. Yes: he appeared to him in 
a viſion by night, and having de- 
clared his ſatisfaction in the temple 
he built for him, promiſed to liſten 
to the petitions that ſhould be offer- 
ed up from that place of worſhip ; 
and that he would be with him, 
and eſtabliſh his throne in his poſ- 
terity for ever if they would walk 
in his ways, and do his command- 
ments: but if he and his children 
ſhould depart from his ſervice, and 
follow after ſtrange gods, that he 
would make them miſerable, and a 
reproach among all people. 

S. Did Solomon erect any other 
public buildings beſides the temple? 
T. He built a palace for himſelf, 
about which he ſpent thirteen years, 
the magnificence and ſumptuouſ- 
neſs of which was beyond expreſ- 
fion; he built another for his Egyp- 
tian queen; and a royal country 
ace for his ſummer reſidence, 
which he called the houſe of the 
foreſt of Lebanon, from its being 
ſituated on a woody mount, and in 
that reſpet reſembling Lebanon. 
He alſo rebuilt and fortified ſeveral 
Cities; built the walls of Jeruſa- 
lem, and a ſenate-houſe in the city, 
called Millu. He repaired alſo 
and fortified Hazer, Megiddo, the 
two Beth- Horons, Baalah, and Tad- 
mor in the wilderneſs of Syria, and 
Gezer, which the king of Egypt bad 
taken from the Canaanites, and 
given in dower with his daughter; 


and all the cities which he 1 * 


* 
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his magazines for corn, wine, and 
oil; and where his chariots and 
horſes were kept. 

S. How came Solomon to build 
a City in that wilderneſs? 

T. Tadmor was commodiouſly 
ſituated to cut off all commerce be- 
tween the Syrians and Meſopota- 
mians, and to prevent their cabal- 


ling and conſpiring together againſt 


him, as they had done againſt his 
father David. This city is the Pal- 
myra of the Greeks, ſituate upon 
the borders of Arabia Deſerta, in- 
clining towards the Euphrates. It 
we may gueſs by the ruins which 
very late travellers give us the de- 
ſcription of, this city was one of 
the fineſt and moſt magnificent. in 
the eaſt: which makes it very ſur- 
priſing, that we have no account 
in hiſtory, either when, or by 
whom it was deſtroyed, | 

S. Did Soloman meet with no 
hoſtilities from the remnant of the 
Canaanites ? 

T. It is very probable that he 
did. For, we find mention made 
of his attacking the Hittites, Hi. 
wvites, Amorites, Perixxites, and 
Febuſites, whom he ſubdued, and 
condemned to perpetual drudgery 
and ſervile labour in his buildings, 

S. How did Salomon raiſe money 
for theſe expenſive works ? 

T. He cultivated trade and na- 
vigation; and by that means en- 
riched his ſubjects and himſelf alſo. 
In one voyage to Ophir, his fleet 
brought him home neat ptofit 430 
talents of gold, with many other 
commoditics and curiofities of great 
value. In ſhort, he was one of the 
richeſt and moſt magnificent prin- 
ces on earth, 

8. Where were his ſea- ports? 


3 


T. They were Elam and Ezion. 
Geber bordering on the Ned. ſea. 
Of theſe nothing now remains but 
a tower in Elam, wherein a gover- 
nor, who is ſubject to the governor 
of Grand Cairo, reſides. 

S. Who directed him in this 
ſcheme ? 

T. He went to theſe ports in 
perſon, and being furniſhed with 
wood by Hiram, he built ſeveral 
ſhips there, improved the art of 
navigation; and, to encourage bis 
ſubjects in trade, he himſelf turned 
merchant. 

S. Did the Jes continue this 
profitable trafic after Solamon 3 
death 2 | 

T. For ſeveral ions. Af- 
terwards, in the days of Abax, 
theſe ports fell into the hands of the 
Syrians. . 

S. Wherein did Soloman's riches 
and magmficence appear? | 

T. His annual revenue amounted 
to 666 talents of gold, beſide the 
tribute of kings and nations ſubject 
to him, the taxes of his own peo- 
ple, the cuſtoms of the merchan- 
dife, and the rich preſents ſent to 
him from all quarters. This may 
ſerve as a ſpecimen of his riches. 
And what could be more expreſ- 
ſive of his magnificence than the 
furniture of his palaces,” the gran- 
deur of his court, the number of 
his guards, the veſſels of his table, 
the ſumpruouſneſs of his proviſions, 
his. golden bucklers, ivory palace, 
Se * 

S. How was Solomon reſpected? 

T. The fame of his magnificence 
and wiſdom was ſoon ſpread through- 
out all the corners of the earth ; 
and the greateſt men of the age 
were ambitious to fce him, and 
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wiſe called Ethiopia, a kingdom in 
the ſouth part of Arabia the Happy, 
came with a great retinue, and 
rich preſents of gold, ſpices, and 
precious ſtones, to try him with 


difficult queſtions, and to know 


the certainty of the report of his 
wiſdom, and of his grandeur; which 
being found to exceed by much all 
that ſhe had heard, ſhe returned 

ſatisfied with her viſit. This 
queen is ſaid to have been deſcend- 


ed from Abraham, by his wife A.- 


turah, one of whoſe ſons begat 
Sheba, who peopled this country. 

S. Did Solomon preſerve his cha- 
rater for wiſdom while he lived? 
T. The later actions of his life 
fadly tarniſhed and diſgraced his 
character, and terminated all the 
glory he had acquired by his wiſ- 
dom and virtue, which made him 
the 'wonder of the age, with a 
ſhameful end: for he gave himſelf 
up to an unbounded paſſion for wo- 
men; ſo that at one time he had 
ſeven hundred wives, princeſſes, 
and three hundred concubines, all 
deſcended of | idolatrous nations; 
who, in his old age, ſeduced him 
to the worſhip of idols. 

S. How did God puniſh him for 
this apoſtacy ? 

T. He ſent a prophet to inform 
him, that he would rend his king- 
dom into two parts, and leave only 


the tribe of Judah to his ſon ; and 


his ſervant ſhould ſucceed him in 
the government of the others. This 


is the fatal period from whence we 


may date Solomon's perſonal cala- 
mities, and the declenſion of the 
Jewiſh ſtate, 
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hear his wiſdom. And, among 
_ theſe, the queen of Sheba, other- 


S. Who was that ſervant who 
was to reign over the other ten 
tribes? 

T. Feroboam, the ſon of Nebat, 
the overſeer of his buildings, and 
chief ruler in the houſe of Joſeph, 
or tribes of Ephraim and Manaſ- 
ſeb. He was a bold, enterprizing 
man, and of great abilities: and 
though far from - being religious, 
God thought him a proper inſtru- 
ment by which he might puniſh 
Solomon. 

F. How was Jeroboam informed 
of God's deſignation of him to the 
throne of 1ſrael ? 

T. The prophet Abijab was ſent 
to acquaint him therewith. 

S. How did Jeroboam receive 
this meflage ? 

T. As he was but ill · affected to 
Solomon before, and now elated and 
encouraged by the prophet's meſ- 
ſage, he began to ſolicit and ſtir 
up the people to a revolt. But So- 
lomon having intelligence of Jero- 
boam's conduct, and of what had 
paſſed between Abijab and him, 
was reſolved to ſeize him; but Fe- 
roboam made his eſcape to Shi/hak 
king of Egypt, where he continued 
till the death of Solomon, which 
happened ſoon after. 

S. Did God raiſe up any foreign 
enemies againſt Solomon to | puniſh 
him; 8 

T. Ves: he raiſed up ſeveral to 
the diſturbance of that general 
peace he enjoyed while he obeyed 
God, and kept his commandments. 
In particular, Hadad, of the blood- 
royal of Idumæa. This prince had 
eſcaped the fword of Foab, and was 
protected by Pharaoh, king of E- 
gypt, whoſe lifter Tepbneh he * 

| led. 
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tied: He invaded Solomon, and ed with Hadad to invade and di- 
gave him a good deal of trouble. ſtreſs Solomon. 


Another enemy to Solomon, was 
Rezon, a deſerter from the king of 
Zobah, This man had lived many 


| years by robbery and plunder ; and 


now ſeizing on Damaſcus, aſſumed 


S. How long did Solomon reign ? 
T. Forty years, and was about 
58 when he died. 
S. Where was he buried? 
T. In the city of David, or Je- 


the title of king of Syria, and join- ruſalem. 


"> 


CHAP. XVII. | 


Jeroboam fucceeds Solomon, by the Choice of the People of Iſ- 
rael ; and Rehoboam was choſen to reign over Judah. Je- 


roboam ſeduceth Iſrael to Idolatry with a golden Calf. The 
Prophecy concerning Joſias. The Death of Abijah, Jero- 
boam's Son. The Prieſts and Levites retire to Rehoboam. 
Rehoboam falls alſo into Idolatry; and is puniſhed by the In- 
vaſion of Shiſhak, King of Egypt. He dies, and is ſucceeded 
by his Son Abijam, -who made War with Jeroboam with 
great Succeſs. He dies, and is ſucceeded by his Son Aſa, who 
warred with Succeſs againſt the King of Cuſh. The Death of 


Jeroboam, who tas ſucceeded by his Son Nadab. Baaſha raiſed 
to the Throne of Iſrael. His Wars with Aſa, King of Judah. 


Alſa's Defeat, Sickneſs, Death and Burial. The Death of 


a. 


8. HAT number of children 
did Solomon leave by fo 

many women ? b 

T. The ſcripture records no more 
than his ſon Rehoboam, and two 
daughters. Rehoboam was the fon 
of Naamah, an Merry by birth, 
and, being born in the firſt year of 
his father's reign, 'was about forty- 
one at Solomon's death. 
S. Did Rehoboam ſucceed Solomon 
his father ? 
T. You have heard that God had 
reſolved and declared upon the late 


apoſtacy of Solomon, that Feroboam, 


one of Solomon's ſervants, ſhould be 


— 


his ſucceſſor over ten of the twelve 
tribes. And God's word faileth 
not. Wherefore, as there can be 
no reſiſting, no counſel againſt the 
Lord; Solomon was no ſooner dead, 
than a meſſenger was diſpatched to 
Feroboam in Egypt; while Rehobo- 
am left Feruſalem, where David's 
family was moſt regarded, to meet 
the chiefs of the kingdom at S hee hem, 
in the tribe of Ephraim, which was 


à diſaffected city to him. Here the 


people, inſtead of proclaiming him 
king, as he expected, he found 


them complaining of their grie- 


vances, and deliring redreſs, and 
R | promifing 
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promiſing on this condition to ſerve 
him. Jeroboam was at their head; 
and probably, what they demand- 
ed, was a repeal of thoſe taxes, 
which Solomon had impoſed upon 
them for his buildings; the ex- 

ces of his family, and mainte- 
nance of his chariots and horſes ; 
before they would recognife him 
their king. Rehoboam, who was 
a weak and imprudent man, in- 
Auenced by the advice of the young 
- men that were grown up with him, 
againſt the ſage and prudent coun- 
fel of his father's old ſtateſmen, 
whom be alſo had conſulted on this 
occaſion, told them, that inſtead 
of leflening, he was reſolved to in- 
creaſe their burdens and grievances. 
This raſh indiſcreet declaration de- 
termined them to throw off all al- 
legiance to the houſe of David: 
and ſoon after they declared for Fe- 
roboam, who was recogniſed by the 
ten tribes er ; and only the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, who 


were, as it were, incorporated to - 


gether, adhered to Rehoboam. 

S. Did Rehoboam take no mea- 
fures to appeaſe the people, and 
attempt a reconciliation ? 

T. Perceiving, when it was too 


late, the ill effect of his raſh and do 


indiſcreet behaviour, he ſent Ado- 
ram, his treaſurer, to endeavour to 
pacify them, with a promile of re- 
| dreſs of all their grievances. But 
his ſubjects minds were ſo exaſpe- 
rated by the outrageous reception 
and anſwer be had given them, that 
. taſtead of reſpecting or regarding 
what he had to propoſe, they ſtoned 
him to death. Rehoboam being in- 
formed hereof, to eſcape their fury, 
haſtened to his chariot, and fled 


Fernſalem. ; 
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S. Did not Rehoboam endeavour 
to. puniſh this outrage, and to re- 
cover the crown of Iſrael by force 
of arms? | 

T. Being got ſafe to Feruſalem, 
and having ſecured the tribes of 
Fudah and Benjamin in his intereſt, 
he put himſelf at the head of an 
army of 180,000 choſen men, and 
was marching againft Feroboam, 
when he was met and admoniſhed 
by the prophet Shemaiah, to deſiſt 
from attempting to recover what 
by God's permiſſion had heen loſt. 
Rehoboam hereupon diſbanded his 
army, and returned home: howe- 
ver, he provided for his future ſe- 
curity, by repairing and fortifying 
his frontier towns, building ſeveral 
ſtrong holds in the heart of his 
country, in which he kept good 
garriſons z and, by erecting ſeveral 
magazines of ammunition and pro- 
viſions throughout the country, to 
furniſh his troops with, on any ex- 
traordinary event or occaſion, 

S. How did Jeroboam conduct 
himſelf in his new kingdom) 

T. His chief care was to gain his 
ſubjects affections, and to do all in 
his power to widen the breach be- 
tween the people of the two king- 
ms. 

S. In what manner did he do 
this? 4 
T. He enlarged and beautiſied 
$hechem, and made it a royal city; 
and, when his intereſt was eſta- 
bliſhed there, he paſſed over to the 
other ſide of Jordan, repaired Pe- 
nuel, and engaged the affections of 
the two tribes and half by his reſi- 
dence there likewiſe. — But his 
worſt policy was the method he 
took to prevent his ſubjects going 
up to the temple at Jeruſalem thrice 
| 
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in the year, to ſacrifice there, which 
the law of Moſes obliged them to; 
apprehending that this might be a 
means to carry them back to their 
allegiance to the houſe of David, 
he made two calves of gold, and 
ſet up the one at Bethe/, in the 
ſouthern; and another at Dan, in 
the northern parts of his dominions ; 
and, telling the people, that theſe 
were the gods that brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, and that 
it was too much for them to go up 
to Jeruſalem to worſhip, he or- 
dained 8 and inſtituted feſti- 
vals, like thoſe in Judah, and ſa - 
crificed at both theſe altars. And 
becauſe the prieſts and Levites re- 
fuſed to comply with him in his 
idolatry, he baniſhed them, and 
ſeized on their poſſeſſions, and ad- 


vanced others of the loweſt of the 


people, to offer in their ſtead: and 
to give a greater ſanction to this 
innovation, he himſelf occaſionally 


_ officiated in the prieſt's office. 


8. Did not God puniſh him for 
this? 

T. We muſt conſider him for ſome 
time as a ſcourge in the hand of God; 
and therefore permitted, for the fins 
of both the king and people, to do 
theſe things. But God ſhewed his 
abhorrence of his uſurpation of the 
prieſt's office, as well as his other 
crimes, by a prophet from Judah, 
who, on the feaſt of tabernacles, 
which Jeroboam was celebrating at 
Bethel, on the 15th day of the 8th 
month, came and propheſied againſt 
his altar, and told the king, that 
one Joſiab, who ſhould be born to 
the houſe of David, ſhould kill and 
offer the prieſts of the high places 
thereon; and to confirm the pre- 


diction, he foretold alſo, that it 
ſhould immediately be rent aſun- 
ny which accordingly came to 
paſs. | 

S. What ſaid Jeroboam to this 
free ſpeech of the prophet? 

T. Jeroboam, not able to bear 
this holy liberty of the prophet, 
who propheſied againſt the altar he 
himſelf had erected, and putting 
forth his hand, ordered his officers 
tolay hold on him ; but his hand was 
immediately withered and dried up, 
that he could not draw it in again 
to him ; till humbled by this re- 
markable infliftion of the divine 
vengeance, and confeſſing his fin, 
at the prayer of the prophet it was 
reſtored. 

S. Who was this prophet ? 

T. Authors are not agreed as to 
the perſon; but the ſcripture gives a 
moſt remarkable account of him. 
Having been ordered by God, nei- 
ther to eat nor to drink with the 
people of Bethel, he had rejected 
Feroboam's invitation to dinner, 
and the reward he offered him: 
but, being followed by an old pro- 
phet, who heard of what had hap» 
pened, and who overtook him, and 
pretended to have received a freſh 
revelation from God to bring him 
back, that he might eat bread with 
him, he was prevailed upon to go 
back to Bethel, and to eat and drink 
at his houſe : but on his return from 
Bethel, a few miles from thence; 
he was met and killed by a lion in 
the way; and to ſhew it was a di- 
vine judgment, the lion neither tore 
his body, nor hurt his aſs on which 
he rode. | 

S. What became of his body? 

T. The news | hereof being 

R 2 brought 
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brought to the old prophet, he took 
and buried him in his own ſepul- 
ehre; and gave direction for him- 
ſelf to be laid in the ſame place near 

S. How long was this prophecy 
before Joſiah was born ? | 

T, Above two-hundred and fifty 
years. 

S. Could it not be the prophet 
Abijab, whom God ſent to foretel 
the kingdom to him ? 

T. No: becaufe you hear this 
prophet was killed immediately; 
whereas we read of the prophet 
Abijab afterwards diſcovering Jero- 
Bram's queen, who came to him in 
diſguiſe, and upbraiding Feroboam's 
ingratitude and-apoſtacy, and fore- 
telling the death of his child, and 
the extirpation of his race, and 


threatening ſevere judgments upon 


Tfrael. 
S. How came the queen to go to 
the prophet ? 

T. Her child Abijah was danger- 
ouſly ill, and ſhe went to enquire 
the event. FE | 

S. How did Ahijah know her? 

T. By divine revelation. 

S. Did the child die? 

7. Ves; as the queen returned, 
and entered the threſhold of the 
door, the child yielded up the ghoſt. 
S. Did not this awaken and re- 

form the king ? 
T. He ſtill perſiſted in his idola- 


55 What became of the prieſts 
and Levites baniſhed by Jeroboam ? 
T. They withdrew to Rehoboam, 
by which he acquired a couſiderable 
addition of ſtrength. | 
. Did Rehoboam continue ſted- 
faſt in the law of the Lord? 


(> 
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T. For three years he kept up 
the true worſhip of God at Jeruſa- 
lem. When, thinking himſelf ſe- 
cure and ſettled in his kingdom, he 
pulled off the maſk ; and being join- 
ed by his ſubjects in his idolatries, 
they ſet up images and groves upon 
every hill, and under every green 
tree; where they committed the de- 
teſtable fin of Sodom, and all the 
obſeenities and wickedneſſes, for 
which the ancient Canaanites had 
been expelled. — Thus both the 
kingdoms of Jſrael and Judah fell 
from the worſhip of the true God 
into the groſſeſt idolatries. 

S. Did not God puniſh Reha. 
boam ? | 

T. He raifed up $hi/bak, king of 
Egypt, to invade him with a nu- 
merous army, who ravaged his 
country, took his fortified towns, 
entered Feruſalem without oppoſi- 
tion, and plundered the temple and 
royal treafury. So that from this 
time, his guards had only ſhields of 
braſs, which in Solomon's reign were 
of gold : and the whole ſtate was 
reduced to very great poverty, 

S. Did Rehoboam retrieve this 
loſs * + . 

T. It does not appear that he did; 
for there is nothing more recorded 
of him, but that he reigned twelve 
years afterwards; and had perpetu- 
al ſkirmiſhes with Feroboam, on the 
borders of their kingdoms. 

. $. What age was Rehoboam at 
his death? | 

T. Fifty-eight. And he was bu- 
ried in the city of David. 

S. What family had he? 

T. Eighteen wives, ſixty cohcu- 


bines, twenty-eight ſons, and ſixty 
daughters. g 


8. Who 
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$. Who ſucceeded him ? 

T. Abijam, who was his eldeſt fon 
by his favourite wife Maachah. He 
was of an active and martial ſpirit. 

S. How did he ſhew it? 

T. He was no ſooner ſettled on 
the throne, than he reſolved to en- 
deavour the recovery of the ten 
tribes from Jeroboam. For which 
Purpoſe he raiſed 400,000 men, and 
marched againſt Feroboam, who had 
aſſembled 800,000 in his own de- 
fence. The two armies being now 
near, before the battle, Abijam, get- 
ting on an eminence, reſolved to ex- 
poſtulate with the //rae/iti/þ army; 
which he did in the moſt lively and 
moving terms, ſuch as are hardly to 
be equalled by the beſt orations on 
the like occaſion. His ſpeech is at 
large in 2 Chron. xiii. 4, Sc. and 
therein he expoſtulated with them 
of their unjuſt revolt from his fami- 
ly. He urged his right from God's 
promiſe to David. And he con- 
cluded with a reflection on Jero- 
boam's idolatry, and a declaration 
of his ſerving God in the manner he 
had commanded in the law ; infer- 
ring from thence his expectance of 
divine aſſiſtance in this enterpriſe. 
— Feroboam, who was no ways ſol- 
licitous to anſwer him in theſe 
points, while he was ſpeaking, de- 
tached a number of men to march 
round, and cut off Abijam's retreat. 
But. the men of Judah addrefling 
themſelves to God in prayer for 
ſucceſs ; while the prieſts blew the 
trumpets, the ſoldiers gave a great 
ſhout, and charged the //razlites ſo 
furiouſly, that they routed them, 
gave them no quarter, and flew no 

eſs than 500,000 of them; and 
Feroboam endeavoured to ſecure the 
remainder of his army by flight, 


Abijam and Ala. 
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S. Did Abijam purſue him? 
T. Ves: and took from him ſo 
many of his ſtrong cities, among 
which was Bethel, that ſo weakened 
eroboam, that he was never more 
able to make head againſt him, 
S. Did Abijam deſtroy the idola- 
trous worſhip of the calf at Bethel? 
T. No. 
S. Did he not urge his true wor- 
ſhip of the living God, and blame 
eroboam's idolatry, in his ſpeech 
fore the battle? 

T. Ves: but this appears to be 
no more than a pretence ; for tho” 
he pleaded his poſſeſſion of the tem- 
ple and prieſthood on that occaſion, 
it was only to ſerve a turn; be 
cauſe we are well aſſured that he 
continued in the fin and idolatry of 
his father, 1 Kings xv. | 

S. How long did Abijam reign ? 

T. Only three years. He dieda 
natural death, and was buried in 
the royal ſepulchre in the city of 
David. | 

S. Who ſucceeded A4bijam ? 

T. His ſon A/a; who enjoying a 
peace for ſome years after his com- 
ing to the throne, he wiſely made 
uſe of it in reforming the abuſes to- 
lerated before in God's worſhip, 
breaking down the idols, deſtroying 
thoſe high- places and altars, where 
the wicked Sodomites and idola- 
trous ſacrificers frequented; and ap- 
plying the influence of regal autho- 
rity and power, to reclaim his ſub- 
jects to the worſhip of the true God, 
according to the law of Moſer. 
Though this was not thoroughly 
accompliſhed till his victory over - 
Zerah. | | 

S. How long did he live in peace? 

T. Till he was invaded by this. 
Zerab, king of Cuſb, (which was 
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in Arabia Petræa, upon that point 
of the eaſt ſhore of the Red. ſea, 
which inclines towards Egypt and 
_— J and not of Ethiopia properly 

called. This happened in the 
tenth or eleventh year of his reign. 


An invaſion deſigned utterly to ex- 


tirpate the name of Judah; for Ze- 
rah came upon him with an army of 
mercenaries amounting to 1000000 
men, and 300 armed chariots. 

S. Did Zerab ſubdue Judah? 

T. No: for Aſa had employed 
his time of peace, not only in re- 
forming religion; but in providing 
for the ſecurity and defence of his 
country, by fortifying his frontier 
Cities, training up his ſubjects in the 
art of war, and providing and lay- 


ing up great plenty of ammunition 


and warlike ſtores: ſo that upon the 
invaſion of Zerab, he was able to 
march againſt him with a well diſ- 


ciplined army of 300,000 choſen 


men of Judab, armed with ſhields 
and pikes; and 280,000 Benja- 
mites, armed with ſhields and ar- 


rows ; gave him battle; and after a 


ſolemn prayer exprefling his ſole 
dependance upon God, he engaged 
with his numerous enemies, put 
them to flight, ſpoiled their camp, 


brought off their cattle, ſmote the 


Cities that aſſiſted him, and return- 


ed to Feruſalem in triumph. 


S. How did Aſa ſhew his thank- 
fulneſs to God for this favour ? 

T. He proceeded with reſolution to 
finiſh the great work of general re- 
formation, he had before began, and 
ſpared not his own mother Mana- 
chah, who was a great patroneſs of 
idolatry; (and according to the 
vulgate, had ſet up an image of 
Priapus) but he removed her from 
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court. He alſo appointed a ſolemn 
day of thankſgiving; on which be 
ſacrificed 700 oxen, and 7000 
ſheep, part of the ſpoil taken from 
Zerah ; and engaged his ſubjects in 
a covenant, which they confirmed 
by oath, that whoever ſhould for- 
ſake the worſhip of, or ſeck to any 
but the true God, ſhould be put to 
death. 

S. How long did Jeroboam reign 
after this ? | 

T. He died in the ſecond year of 
Aſa, and was ſucceeded by Nadab 
his ſon, who walked in the ſame 
wicked ways of his father ; and did 
not reign two years. | 

S. By whom was he ſucceeded ? 

T. By Baaſba, the ſon of Ahijah, 
of the tribe of //achar. | 

S. How came he to ſucceed to 
the throne ? 

T. While Nadab in a war with 
the Philiftines, laid fiege to Gibbe- 
than, Baaſba, his captain-general, 
conſpired againſt him, and flew 
him, and ſeized upon the govern- 
ment; and not content herewith, 
he went and flew all the houſe of 
Jeroboam, without ſparing one of 
them, accompliſhing thereby the 
judgment denounced againſt Fero- 
boam by the prophet Abijab. Baaſba 
was king of J/ſrael, when Aſa diſ- 
comfited the king of Cuſb, and re- 
formed his ſubjects from idolatry. 

S. How did Aſa and Baaſha a- 

ee? A 
T. Aſa confined his care: to the 
religion and polity of his own nati- 
on. But as his reformation and zeal 
invited many religious /ſraelites to 
remove to Jeruſalem, Baaſba to 
prevent an emigration of his ſub- 
jects from his dominion, which he 
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feared might at length become ge- 
neral, propoſed to fortify, and keep 
a ſtrong garriſon at Ramah, a town 
in the tribe of Benjamin. This 
place was ſo conveniently ſituated, 
that it ſerved to intercept, and cut 
off all communication between his 
people and the people of Judah. 
Aſa appriſed of his intention to draw 
him off, reſolved to give him a di- 
verſion on the other fide ; and for 
this purpoſe engaged Benhadad, 
king of Syria, at a large expence, 
{to furniſh which he took what gold 
and filver there was in the temple, 
and his own exchequer) to attack 
Baaſba on his fide, while he him- 
ſelf demoliſhed the works that were 
begun at Ramah. Aſa carried off 
from thence as many materials 
which Baaſba had collected, as ena- 
bled him to build Gebah and Miſpeh, 
two cities in his own dominions. 

S. Was this ſtep of A/a's, in hir- 
ing Baaſba at ſuch an expence, and 
robbing the temple, and exhaufting 
his own treaſury for that end, pru- 
dent and juſtifiable in him ? 

T. No: for it is certain that 
God was greatly diſpleaſed thereat; 
and ſent the prophet Hanam to re- 
primand him for it ; who informed 
him, that by bribing Benbadad, he 
plainly ſhewed a diſtruſt in God, 
who ſo lately had appeared wonder- 
fully in his defence againſt an ene- 
my much more powerful than Baa- 
ſba; and had promiſed him his pro- 
tection in all future times, and ſuc- 
ceſs in his undertakings, if he 
would but firmly adhere to him; 
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and he ſhewed him alſo his fin in 
ſtripping the temple of its treaſure, 
to bribe a heathen princeto come to 
his aſſiſtance, where there was no 
neceſſity. 

S. How did Aa receive this re- 
proof ? 

T. The king not being able to 
bear this free but juſt remonſtrance 
of the prophet, ordered him to be 
ſeized, and put in priſon ; and per- 
ſecuted all thoſe that appeared in 
the prophet's favour. This change 
of behaviour towards God's people, 
is, however, not attributed to any 
apoſtacy, but was poſſibly owing to 
Aſa's diſtemper. | 

S. What was his diſeaſe ? 

T. It is thought to have been the 
gout, which made him very pee- 
viſh, and paſſionate, and uneaſy 
with all thoſe that were about him ; 
and might give ſome of his evil 
counſellors an opportunity to per- 
ſuade him to do this thing, fo con- 
trary to all his former actions. He 
died of this diſorder in the one and 
fortieth year of his reign. And his 
bones and aſhes were depolited in a 
ſepulchre, which he had provided 
for himſelf in the city of Dewid ; 
but he ordered his body to be burn- 
ed with a great quantity of perfumes 
and ſpices, according to the man- 
ner of the Gentiles of which the 
Greeks and Romans furniſh us with 
many examples, 

S. How long did Baaſba reign 
over 2 ? 

T. Twenty-four years; and was 
buried at Tirzah, 
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DCA P.. XX. 


Of the Revolutions in Iſrael after the Death of Baaſha, under 
Elah, Zimri, Omri, Tibni and Ahab, the Sons of Omri, 
Jehoſhaphat ſucceeds Aſa in Judah. Ahab's Idolatry and 
Wickeaneſs. He perſecutes Elijah the Prophet. His Wars with 
the King of Syria. His League with the ſaid King, and God's 
Anger thereat. The Murder of Naboth avenged by God, A- 
hab's Alliance with Jehoſhaphat ; and his Death. The Moa- 

bites invade Judah, and are miraculouſly defeated. Ahaziah 
— ſucceeds Ahab. His Reign, and Sickneſs ; Elijah foretels bis 
Death. He is ſucceeded by Jehoram. of Elijah's Tranſlation 
into Heaven. And the miraculous Deliverance from the Moa- 

., bites. Of the Prophet Eliſha, and his Cure of Naaman the 
Leper, &c. The Siege of Samaria by Benhadad. His Enmity 
againſt Eliſha, and the Prophet's Flight from Samaria. The 
Death of Jehoſhaphat. The Character of his Son Jehoram, and 

- . bis Death. Eliſha's Travels, &c. during ſeven Years Famine. 
The Murder of Jehoram, King of Iſrael; and of Ahaziah, 


King of Judah, 4 Jehu. 


8. Y whom was Baaſha ſuc- 
ceeded ? 

T. By his profligate ſon lab; 
who was aſſaſſinated in the ſecond 
year of hisreign, as he was carouſing 
in his ſteward's houſe, by Zimri, one 
of his. principal officers, who was 
appointed captain over half his cha- 
riots: He was an idolater alſo, and 
thought to ſecure the kingdom to 
himſelf by putting to death all 
Baaſha's kinsfolks and friends. 

S. How long did Zimri hold the 
government ? 

T. He did not long enjoy the dig- 
nity he had purchaſed with ſo much 
blood ; for he reigned only ſeven 
days : the Iſraelitiſb army hearing 
of his treaſon, proclaimed their ge- 
neral Omri, who was then with 


them, laying fiege to Gibbethon, 


king; and Omri thereupon imme- 
diately went and beſieged Tirzah, 
where Zimri was, and took it. 

S. Did he take Zimri ? 

T. No: for as ſoon as Zimri ſaw 
that the city was taken, he retired 
into the palace, ſet fire to it, and 
periſhed in the flames; chuſing ra- 
ther to die fo, than to fall into the 
hands of Omri, and to be brought 
to a ſhameful death. | 

S. Did the people recogniſe the 
army's election of Omri? 

T. One half did : but the other 
half ſet up Tibni, the ſon of Ginath. 
A civil war enſued hereupon, which 
laſted four years, and ended with 
the death of Tibni, in the 31ſt year 
of Aſa, king of Judah, By this 
event, Omri became peaceably pol- - 
ſeſſed of the crown of 1/rael. 

S. What 


Revolutions in the Kingdom of Iſrael. 


S. What character does Omri 
bear ? | 

T. He is recorded to have been 
worſe than all before him: for he not 
only enacted ſevere laws to prohibit 
his ſubjects from going up to Feru- 
ſalem to worſhip ; but compelled 
them to worſhip the golden calves, 
and carried his enormous crimes to 
that height of impiety, which none 
of his predeceſſors had ever yet ar- 
rived to. 

S. Where did he reſide ? 

T. The palace at Tirzah being 
burnt by Zimri, he transferred the 
royal ſeat to Samaria, where he 
bought a piece of ground of one 
Shemer, whereon he built a royal 
palace, and reſided. I his place in 
a ſhort time grew up into a city, 
and was in Hebrew named Shomeron, 
from Shemer the owner of it; but 
the Greeks called it Samaria. It 
afterwards became the capital, and 
place of reſidence of the kings of 
1/rae]; who omitted nothing which 
might contribute to its ſtrength, 
beauty, and richneſs, But though at 
one time it was larger than Feruſa- 
lem, it now conſiſts only of a few 
poor cottages and convents, inha- 
bited by Greek monks, 

S. How long did Omri reign ? 

T. Twelve years; and was bu- 
ried in Samaria, and was ſucceeded 
by his ſon Ahab. 

S. Did Aſa yet reign in Judah? 

T. Yes : for Ahab came to the 
2 of 1ſrael in the 38th year of 
Aja. 

S. Who reigned in Judah after 
the death of Ma? 

T. His ſon Jeho/haphat,who came 
to the crown at the age of 35. 

S. Was Abab as idolatrous and 
wicked as his predeceſſors in ſrael? 
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T. The ſcripture gives this teſti- 
mony of him, that he did evil in the 
{ight of the Lord above all that were 


before him. He married Jezebel, 
a daughter of Ethbaal, the heathen 
king of the Sidonians; and with her 
he introduced the Sidonian idol wor- 
ſhip of Baal, and built a temple to 


him in Samaria; and made a grove 


for the practice of his wicked abo- 
minations. 6 

S. Was not God thereby provok- 
ed to ſhey his diſpleaſure thereat ? 

T. This wicked prince carrying 
his impieties to that height, which 
none before had arrived at, God 
ſent his prophet Elyah the Tiſbbite, 
from Galilee, to denounce his judg- 
ment againſt him, aſſuring bim that 
there ſhould be neither rain nor dew 
upon the land of his dominions, but 
according to his word. I his judg- 
ment of drought, and ſcarcity which 
was the conſequence of it, continu- 
ed for three years and a half, (Jam. 
v. 17.) | 

S. How did 4hab receive this di- 
vine meſlage ? 

T. He would have ſeized on the 
prophet; and, when he could not 
be found, Jezebel perſuaded him to 
wreak his vengeance on all the o- 
ther prophets, and ſervants of the 
true God. 8 

S. How did Elijab eſcape his ſu- 
ry and enquiry ? | 

T. God commanded him, that 
immediately upon. delivering his 
meſſage, he ſhould flee and conceal 
himſelf on the banks of. the brook 
Cherith, an uninhabited place, and 
very probably, overgrown. with 
ſhrubs and buſhes, on the caſt of 
Jordan. N 

S. How long did he continue 
here, and how was he ſupported ? 

T. He 
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year; and was miraculouſly fed by 
the miniſtry of ravens, who brought 
him bread and fleſh twice a day, 
morning and evening. But, when 
the water of the brook was dried 
up, God commanded him to go to 
Zarephath, or Sarepta (or as it is now 
called Sarphan, which is about three 
Hours travel from Sidon) and to lodge 
- there with a widow woman, who 
ſhould take care of him, | 

K. What was her condition, that 
ſhe ſhould be able in this general 
dearth to provide for him? 
T. The famine had reached this 
country alſo, and when the prophet 
was come near to the gate of the 
city, he met with the widow wo- 
man, gathering ſticks to make a 
fire to.bake a fmall cake for herſelf 
and ſon. He, as he was inſtructed 
by God, begs of this poor widow 
a little water, and a morſel of 
bread ;- and when ſhe proteſted ſo- 
lemnly, that her whole ſubſiſtance 
was reduced to a handful of flour in 
a barrel, and a little oil in a cruſe ; 
and that ſhe was then preparing to 
make it into a cake for herſelf and 
child, that they might take one 
meal more before they yielded to 
the general calamity, and ſubmitted 
to the ſtroke of death; he encou- 
raged her to receive him under her 
care, by a promiſe, that her flour 
and oil ſhould not decreaſe, ſo long 


as the famine laſted. She believed, . 


and found his promiſe to be true ; 
and he abode with her two years. 
S. Did any remarkable event 
happen to the widow during Eli- 
jab's abode with her? 
T. During this time, God per- 
mitted the widow's ſon to die, that 
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his ſervant Elijab might have an 
opportunity to confirm his hoſteſs 
in the belief of his divine miſſion, 
by raiſing him again to life. 

S. How was God pleaſed to put 
an end to this terrible drought ? 

T. God, who always in the 
midſt of judgment, remembers mer- 
cy, intended now to put an end to 
the drought and famine; and there- 
fore commanded Elijah to return 
openly into the land of //razl, and 
appear before bab. In his way he 
met one Obadiab, an officer, who 
had the care of his houſe ; but a 
religious man, and a friend to thoſe, 
who were perſecuted for the true 
religion. Him Elijah engaged to 
acquaint Ahab of his being there ; 
which he at firſt declined to do; 
becauſe he feared the ſpirit of God 
might tranſport him elſewhere, 
while he went to deliver his meſſage 
to his lord, and ſo Ahab might 
wreak his vengeance againſt him. 
As ſoon as Ahab ſaw Elyah, he up- 
braided him with being the cauſe of 
the troubles and miſeries of the land; 
but Elijah boldly retorting this 
charge upon him, and his houſe, for 
departing from the commandments 
of God, and worſhipping Baalim, 
propoſed to put the cauſe of God 
and true religion on this fair iſſue: 
namely, that the prieſts of his ido- 
latrous worſhip ſhould offer ſacri- 
fices ; and that he alſo would offer 
a bullock unto the Lord ; and that 
the God, which ſhould anſwer, or 
conſume the ſacrifice by fire, ſhould 
be worſhipped thenceforward by all 
Ifrael. 

8. Did he comply 
poſal of Elijah ? 

T. The propoſal appearing —— 


with this pro- 


| 
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and juſt, was accepted by Ahab ; 
and mount Carmel was the place 
appointed for the ſacrificing, and all 
Iſrael had notice thereof, and 850 
idolatrous prophets and prieſts aſ- 
ſembling, united in their addreſſes, 
prepared their altar, and offered ſa- 
crifices to Baal, and continued 
with a ſtrong farce of devotion, and 
with great cruelties to themſelves, 
to call upon their gods, until the 
time of the evening-ſacrifice : but 
all in vain; they obtained no kind 
of anſwer. Then Elyjah having 
mocked and inſulted both them 
and their god as they deſerved, and 
fixed the people's attention to what 
he was going to do in the name of 
the Lord, built an altar, placed his 
ſacrifice thereon, and prayed in a 
moſt noble ſtrain of piety, that for 
the conviction and converſion of the 
people, he would ſend fire, and con- 
ſume his ſacrifice : God heard his 
prayer ; fire came down from hea- 
ven, conſumed the burnt-ſacrifice, 
and dried up the great quantity of 
water, which, to cut off every ſuſpi- 
cion or pretence of this being a na- 
tural contrivance, had been poured 
upon the ſacrifice and the wood, and 
all about the altdr. So that the 
people could not ſtand out againſt 
ſo ſignal a miracle, but at once de- 
clared their amazement and con- 
viction. Elijah taking advantage 
of the converſion, and zeal of the 
people hereon, ordered them to put 
all the idolatrous prophets todeath ; 
which was preſently executed at the 
brook Kiſhon. Then, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to Ahab, be promiſed that God 
would ſuddenly fend down abun- 
dance of rain; and adviſed him to 
haſten to Jezree!, before it came; 


and by divine direction, he ran all 
the way before the king's chariot, 
to ſatisfy him of his readineſs to do 
him all the honour imaginable, if 
he would become a worſhipper of 

the true God. 
S. How was Elijab received and 
treated after his return to Fezreel ? 
T. Jezebel being informed by 4- 
hab of all that Elijah had done, and 
how he had alſo ſlain all the pro- 
phets of Baal, vowed revenge, and 
ſent him word that his life, next 
day, ſhould certainly pay for theirs. 
Elijah, therefore, immediately re- 
tired out of Ababꝰ's dominions, and 
went to Beerſbeba, a town in the 
ſouthern part of Judah, and left his 
ſervant there; while he himſelf 
went a day's journey into the wil- 
derneſs; where, ſpent with weart- 
neſs and deſpondency, he ſell aſleep. 
But an angel came and awaked 
him, bidding him ariſe and cat, and 
finding a cake and cruſe of water at 
his head, he eat and drank, and 
lay down again. Then the angel. 
awaking him a ſecond time, bid 
him eat again, becauſe he had a 
great way to go. Elijah did fo, and 
went, in the ſtrength of that meat, 
forty days and nights, to Horeb, the 
mount of God, and lodgedin a cave 
there. Elijah, in all probability, in- 
tended to ſpend the remainder of his 
life, in this retirement; but God, 
who had great things for him yet to 
do, appeared to him, in a remark- 
able viſion. A mighty wind, an 
earthquake, and a fire, were the 
tokens of his coming. After which 
he manifeſted himſelf, in a manner 
ſuited to his gentleneſs,in a ftill ſmall 
voice; aſſuring him of his divine 
power and protection; and telling 
him, 
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him, that there were 7 ooo in Iſrael, 
who had not worſhipped Baal; and 
that he would take vengeance on 
the houſe of: Ahab. For which end, 
be commanded him to return into 
his own country, by. the way of 
2 and in his journey, to 
anoint Hazael, to be king of Syria; 
ehu to be king of Hrael; and E- 
Sa, to be his own fuccefſor in the 


prophetic office, as the proper in- 


ſtruments in the hand of his divine 
juſtice, to puniſh this ben 
and wicked people. 

8. Did Elijab return, and do as 
God commanded ? 

T. Yes; and in his way to Da- 
maſcus, finding Eliſba at the plow, 
as he paſſed by, caſt his mantle 
upon him; which Elia under- 
ſtanding to be a call to the prophe- 
tie miniſtry, ſettled his private af- 
fairs, killed a yoke of oxen, and ſa- 
crificed them; and from thence 
forward followed —_—_ and mi- 
niſtred to him. 

S. Were there any wars in n Abab's 
days it hon 
T. Ves: Benhadad, king of Sy- 
ria, pretending ſome affront, re- 
newed the war with 7/rael, which 
he had formerly with advantage car- 
ried on againſt Baaſha, and with a. 


numerous army, in which were 


thirty-two kings, went up and be. 
ſieged Samaria. Ahab not being in 
a condition to oppoſe ſuch a power- 


ful enemy, was willing to ſubmit to 


the terms, though very ignomini- 
dus and diſhonourable, which were 

offered to him by Benhadad. This 
ſubmiſſion ſerved only to increaſe 


Benhadad's inſolence, by making a 


ſecond demand, requiring whatever 


be liked in his own or his people's 
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poſſeſſion, with his wives and chil- 
dren to be put into his hands: but 

as ſoon. as the {ſrazlites were in- 
Fu ger of this meſſage, they una- 
nimouſly reſ6lved to oppoſe his de- 
mand, and to ſtand by their king, 
to the laſt extremity. Benhadad 
thereupon vowed utterly to deſtroy 
the city, and accordingly inveſted 
Samaria directly. 

S. What was the event? 

7. God, who was highly pro- 
voked with this proud 4/rian, 
ſent a prophet to Ahab, to direct 
him how to conduct his forces, 
which conſiſted only of 72 32 men, 
and to aſſure him of ſucceſs againſt 
this powerful army. The Syrians 
were accordingly defeated, and Ben- 
hadad with n. eſcaped with 
his life. 

S. Did not Benhadad renew his 
attack againſt Iſrael? 

T. He returned, as the prophet 
had foretold, the next year with an 
equal force; but Abab being en- 
couraged by a prophet, marched out 
and encamped for ſeven days over- 
againſt them at Aphet, in Libanus, 
upon the river Adonis, (which place 
he had taken from the tribe of 
After ) and on the ſeventh day gave 
them battle, and flew an hundred- 
thouſand of them upon the ſpot. 
Benhadad and the remains of his 
army took refuge in Abet, but hi- 
ther God's arm alſo purſued them, 
and killed 27, ooo more of them by 
the fall of the walls of that city. 
This dreadful havock and diſaſter 
ſo terrified Benhadad, that he hid 
himſelf, and ſent ambaſſadors cloath- 
ed in ſackcloth, and with ropes a- 
bout their necks, to. ſubmit, and 
beg his life, and peace, on any, 

terms 
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terms which Abab would propoſe. S. Did not God revenge his 

S. Did Abab make peace with blood? | 
Benhadad ? T. Yes: for he immediately ſent 

T. Ves: for he gave him his life, his prophet Elijah, who denounced 
and alſo made peace with him on in judgment againſt Ahab, that both 
theſe conditions : that all the coun- he and all his poſterity ſhould die 
try taken by the Syrians from Baa- by the ſword, nor ſhould have any 
fa, ſhould be reſtored to Iſrael; decent burial z and that Fezebet 
and that Ahab ſhould enjoy ſome ſhould be devoured by dogs near the 
privileges in Damaſcus, the capital wall of Fezreel, where Naboth had 
of Benhadad, in token of his ho- been unjuſtly put to death. | 
mage and ſubjection. S. Was this ſeatence fulfilled ?- 

S. Was this league approved by T. It was in part fulfilled againſt 
God ? Ahab; afterwards againſt his fon 

T. No: for God immediately Fehoram and Jezebel his queen; and 
ſent his prophet, to reprove Ahab finally by the utter extirpation of 
for his fooliſh pity, and to let him all his poſterity. and relations. ' 
know he ſhould die by the hands of S. How did Abab and Jebeſta- 
the Syrians, who would in a few phat, the king of Fudah, agree? 
years return again, take his towns, T. They kept up a good corre- 
ravage his country, and become ſpondence; inſomuch, that Jebe- 
maſters of his people. ſhaphat, probably with a view of 

S. Did Abab ſhew any ſorrow on reuniting Iſrael to Judah, married 
hearing this denunciation ? his ſon Jeharam to Athaliah, daugh- 

T. Whatever ſorrow he might ter of Ahab. ' Ahab alſo prevailed 
then feel, he ſhewed no real re- on Fehoſhaphat, to accompany him 
pentance ; but became rather more in an expedition againſt Ramat h- 
obſtinate and wicked, for the next Gilead, which the king of Syria, 
thing we read of him is, that he contrary to treaty, unjuſtly detain- 
baſely murdered Naboth, a juſt / ed from him. Jebaſbaphat however 


raelite. 

S. In what manner? 

T. Ahab taking a liking to Na- 
both's vineyard, which lay contigu- 
ous to the gardens of the royal pa- 


recommended it to Ahab firſt to en- 
quire of God the event of this en- 
terpriſe. | 
S. Did Abab follow his advice ? 
T. He enquired of no leſs than 


lace, and which Naboth would not 400 prieſts of the goddeſs Marte, 
part with to him upon any terms; or of Baal, who with one voice 
being an inheritance deſcended to propheſied ſucceſs ; but Jehaſbap hat 
him from his fore-fathers ; by the - not ſatisfied here with, perſuaded 
advice of Jezebel, falſe witneſſes him afterwards to conſult alſo the 
were ſuborned; who publickly ac- prophet of de Lord Micaiab. 


cuſed Naboth of blaſphemy againſt 
God and the king; for which, by 
the law he was put to death. And 
Ahab. thereupon took poſſeſſion of 


the vineyard, 


S. What did Micaiab ſay 2 i 
T. He firſt ironically ſeemed to 
conſent with the prophets 3; but 
afterwards directly charged them 

wich 
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with falſhood ; and foretold that the 


"- 


enterpriſe would prove fatal to the 
le, and to Ahab in particular. 

S. How did Ahab receive this 
declaration ? 

T. Being ſeduced by the falſe 
prophets, he was very angry there- 
at, and ordered Micaiab to be taken 
into cuſtody and ſecured till he 
ſhould return in peace; and taking 
Fehoſbaphat with him, he marched 
with his forces to lay fiege to Ra- 
moth-Gilead. | 
S. How did Abab behave in this 
expedition ? | 

T. He deſired Jebeſbaphat to put 
on his royal robes, while he dif- 

iſed himſelf as a common ſoldier, 

his ſtratagem in the beginning of 
the battle had its deſired effect, for 
the king of Syria had given orders 
to his captains, to aim chiefly to 
kill the king of J/rael, and they 
took Fehoſhaphat for him, and had 


like to have killed him. This ſaved 


Abab, for a time, till by a random 
ſhot, he wis wounded mortally. 
He ſupported himſelf in his chariot, 
for ſome time, and encouraged his 
ſoldiers; but he died about ſun-ſet, 
in the 23d year of his reign. His 
body was carried to Samaria, and 
there buried; and the dogs licked 
the blood, which was waſhed out 


of his chariot. 
Jeboſba- 


S. What became of 
T. He with great difficulty and 


phat ? 


danger eſcaped to Feruſalem, where 


he was reproved by the prophet 
Fehu, for entering into an alliance 
with, and aſſiſting the avowed ene- 
my of God. For, the very hea- 
thens deemed it a crime to make an 
alliance with fuch as were enemies 
to their gods. 
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S. How did Feho/haphat behave 
after this? 

T. He endeavoured to repair this 
late fault, by x thorough reforma- 
tion of his people, whom he re- 
claimed to the worſhip of God. He 
alſo ſet up judges in the land, and 
prieſts, and Levites, and enjoined 
them ſeverally punctually and faith- 
fully to diſcharge the duties of their 
reſpective offices, 

S. Did God manifeſt his accep- 
tance of this good work of refor- 
mation ? | 

T. Yes: for, Jehoſhaphat being 
ſoon after invaded by a formida- 
ble army of Moabites and Ammo- 
nites, &c. his moſt excellent prayer, 
which he offered on the occaſion, 
and his humiliation were preſently 
anſwered with a promiſe of a com- 
pleat victory, the next day, with- 
out ſtriking a ſtroke. 

S. How could that be? 

T. God either ſent his angels, 
and flew them, or ſo confounded 
the underſtandings of that mixed 
multitude, that were come to fight 
againſt F«dah, that they flew and 
deſtroyed one another. 80 that, 
when Jebeſbaphat, in confidence of 
the divine promiſe, went out in the 
morning to offer the enemy battle, 
he was agreeably ſurpriſed to find 
nothing but dead bodies, and that 
his people had nothing elſe to do, 
but to carry off the arms and ſpoils 
of the dead. 

S. What did Jebeſbaphat on this 
occaſion? | 

T. It was a work of three days 
to carry off the booty. On the 
fourth Fehoſhaphat with all his ar- 
my gave ſolemn thanks to God in 


Berachab, a neighbouring valley, 
| from 


' Of Ahaziah, and Jchoram. 


from thence called the valley of 


bleſſing. 

. Did theſe nations give Jabo- 
ſhaphat any more trouble? 

T. No: he was never after mo- 


leſted by them, nor by any other 


people. 
S. Was there any other extra- 


ordinary event in Abab's reign ? 

T. Yes: in his days Hiel at- 
tempted to rebuild Jericho; but as 
Faſbua had prophetically denounced 
againſt the builder thereof, he loſt 
his eldeſt ſon at laying the founda- 
tion, and the reſt of his children in 
the continuation of that attempt, 
till his youngeſt ſon was cut off by 
death, at the ſetting up the gates 
of it, 

S. Who ſucceeded Ahab in J+ 
rael? 

T. His ſon Abaziab, who in- 
herited all his father's vices. He 
came to the crown in the 17th year 
of Jeboſbapbat, king of Judah. 

How did he ſtand with Jebo- 
fhaphat ? | 

T. He was upon good terms with 
him, and was even engaged in a 
treaty or contract of commerce with 
him. 

S. Was not this diſagreeable to 
God, and contrary to that admo- 
nition, which Fehoſbaphat had re- 
ceived upon his treaty with Ahab? 

T. Yes: and God ſhewed his 
diſlike of it, by deſtroying their u- 
nited fleets, in their voyage to Tar- 
ſbiſh from Exion-Geber. 

S. What did Jeheſbaphat after 
this ? | 

T. Being reproved by the prophet 
Eliezar, and convinced by this ſhip - 
wreck of his fleet, that he ought to 
have no familiarity, or enter into 
a partnerſhip with the enemies of 
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God; when Ahazzah applied to be 
admitted to join in the next equip- 
ment, Jehaſbaphat utterly refuſed 
it; and his ſhips made a proſperous 
voyage from the port of Elah. 

S. How did Ahaziah ftand with 


his other neighbours ? 
T. He was ſcarce ſettled on the 


throne, when the Meabites, who 


were tributaries to Iſrael, ever fince 
David's time, revolted, and refu- 
ſed the ordinary tribute impoſed on 
them, of 100,000 lambs, and as 
many wethers with the wool. 

S. What did Abaziab hereon ? 

T. He had neither power, nor 
lived long —_ to reduce them 
under his ſubjection again: for, he 
received a dangerous hurt, by fal- 
ling through a lattice or net-work, 
from the roof of his houſe, which 
confined him to his bed, and of 
which he died not long after, as 
the prophet Elijab had predicted. 

S. I do not underſtand what you 
mean by the king's falling through 


the lattice, in the roof of the houſe ? 


T. You muſt obſerve, that the 
people of the eaſt built the roofs of 
their houſes. flat, and ſurrounded 
them with battlements, for the con+ 
veniency of walking thereon, to 
take the air. Some of theſe battle- 
ments were formed of pillars, and a 
lattice, or net-work of wood be- 
tween them; the king it is ſuppo- 
ſed inadvertently leaning on fome 
of theſe that were decayed, and 
which gave way, fell through into- 
his garden, or court - yard. —Others 
again think, that in theſe flat roofs, 
there was a fky-light to the houie 
below, covered with lattice-work; 
and that the king, careleſſy walking, 
might ſtep on, and lip through it. 
rom the nature of theſe kind of 

build- 
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buildings it is probable, that the 

paralytic perſon in the goſpel, was 
let down from the roof of the houſe, 
not by untiling it, but, through ſuch 
a lattice, or ſky-light as this, to be 
cured by Jeſus Chrift. 

S. Did Abaziab enquire of Eli- 
jab whether he ſhould recover of 
his illneſs, that the prophet foretold 
he ſhould die ? 

T. No: for Abaziah influenced by 
the idolatrous advice of his mother 
Fezebel, whom no judgments could 
reclaim, had caſt off all dependance 
on the God of heaven, and ſent to 


enquire of the heathen god Baalze- 


bub, (whoſe temple was at Etron, 
a city of the Philiſtines, fituated 
near the Mediterranean ſea, between 
Aſbdod and Fammia) whether he 
ſhould recover ? 

$. What anſwer did he receive ? 
Ti. The meſſengers met the pro- 

phet Elijah in the way, who with 
his venerable preſence, and with 
the authority of his rebuke, made 
them deſiſt from their intended jour- 
ney, and return, and tell the king, 
that the God of heaven declared, 
that he ſhould certainly die of his 
preſent illneſs. | 

S. How did Abaz:9h receive this 
anſwer ? 

T. He readily perceived by their 
deſcription of the prophet, that it 
was Elijah ; and ſent immediately 
a captain with fifty ſoldiers, to ap- 
prehend him. 

S. Did they apprehend Elijab? 

T. No: for, when they approach- 
ed him, God, to ſave his prophet 
out of 'their hands, cauſed fire to 
come down from heaven; which, 


at Elijab's command, deſtroyed. | 


them. The like deſtruction befel a 
L — 5 * d 3 | —_ 
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ſecond fifty, and their captain, But 
when Ahaziah inſiſted upon a third 
company's going upon that ſervice ; 
their captain, in a moſt earneſt and 
ſupplicating manner, interceded 
with the prophet to ſpare his own, 
and the lives of his ſoldiers, and 
prevailed alſo on Elijah to go with 
him to the king, where he charged 
the king boldly with his idolatry, 
and other vices; and told him to 
look on this diſaſter as a judicial 
puniſhment from the hand of God, 
and of which he ſhould die. 

S. Who ſucceeded Abaziab in 
Iſrael ? 

T. His brother Jeboram, who, 
though he kept up the golden calves 
for a ſtate · engine, yet taking warn- 
ing at his brother's fate, removed 
the idols of Baal. 

S. Did he march againſt the Mo- 
abites ? 

T. Soon after his acceſſion to the 
throne, which was in the 18th year 
of Jeheſbaphat, king of Fudah, he 
engaged Jeboſbaphat, and the king 
of Edom, who was then only de- 
puty or tributary to Fehoſhaphat, to 
aſſiſt him as allies, in his expedition 
againſt Maſba king of Moab. The 
rout they took was through the wil- 
derneſs of Edom, with a view to 
ſurpriſe, and invade Moab on the 
weakeſt fide, Here, the whole ar- 
my and their cattle had like to have 
periſhed for want of water, but God 
was pleaſed, by his prophet Eliſba, 
whom they conſulted on this occa- 


ſion, not only miraculouſly to ſend 


them a plentiful ſupply of water, 

but gave them a promiſe and afſu- 

rance of victory alſo. | 

S. What was become of the pro- 

phet Elijah ? be}, Ci 
TW. Eljah, 


Of the Prophets Elijah and Eliſha: 


T. Zlijab, about the time of Fe- 
horam's coming to the throne, was 
informed by God that the time of 
his miraculous tranſlation into hea- 


ven approached. He therefore took 


his leave of thoſe who were educa- 
ted under him, and trained up in 
the religious and prophetical ſchools 
of Bethel and Jericho. Eliſha, who 
expected his maſter's ſudden tranſ- 
lation, aſhduouſly attended him, and 
would not leave him, but accom- 
panied him to Gilead: in their way 
they both paſſed through Fordan, 
dry-ſhod ; the waters miraculouſly 
dividing by a ſtroke of Elyah's 
mantle, in the ſight of fifty ſons or 
ſcholars of the prophets. Elijah 
ſeemed frequently to deſire Eliſba to 
return ; but he determining to ſee 
the laſt of his maſter, inſiſted on ac- 
companying him. When they had 
paſſed over to the other ſide of Jor- 
dan, Elijah then defired to know 
what he ſhould do for him, before 
he was taken away; and Eliſba re- 
queſted that a double portion of his 
ſpirit might be beſtowed upon him. 
But this, Elijah told him, would 
depend on his ſeeing him when he 
was taken away, While they were 
yet talking, and on the way, there 
was an appearance of a bright cha- 
riot and horſes, or ſomething that, 
by God's appointment, reſembled 
ſuch a vehicle, which ſuddenly part- 
ed them. Then Elijah dropped his 
mantle, as he was taken up into 
the celeſtial chariot, and carried in- 
to heaven by a whirlwind, 

S. What became of Eliſha? 

T. He ſtood and gazed with aſto- 
niſhment; and fell into ſome ab- 
rupt exclamations; and when his 
maſter was taken quite out of his 
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ſight, he rent his cloaths; and tak. 
ing up Elijab's prophetic mantle, 
returned to Jordan, whole waters 
again obeying the mantle, permit- 
ted him to paſs over on dry ground. 
The reſt of the prophets ſeeing here- 
by that the ſpirit of Elijah reſted up- 
on Eliſha, they humbled themſelves 
before him, acknowledged him 
their head; paid him the ſame re- 
ſpeR ; and conducted him to Jeri- 
cho. Three days they ſent fifty men 
to ſeek after Elijab, but in vain. 
Then Eliſba, having given a proof o 
his miſſton, by miraculouſly curing 
the brackiſhneſs of the water, and 
the barrenneſs of the ſoil of Jericho, 
proceeded to Bethel: in his journey 
thither, God manifeſted his regard 
for him, in a particular manner, 
by ſending two ſhe-bears, which de- 
voured forty-two children, (moſt 
probably of idolatrous parents, who 
might have inſtigated them to this 
act of profane irreverence ) that 
mocked and derided his prophet, as 
he paſſed by, From Bethel, he went 
to the ſchool of the prophets, at 
mount Carmel, and from thence to 
Samaria, where he accompanied 
the confederate kings, I have juſt 
now mentioned, in their expedition 
againſt the Moabites. | 

$. What methods did Eliſba di- 
rect them to uſe, in order to get 
water ? 

T. He directed them to make a 
number of ditches in the valley 
where they were encamped: and on 
the next morning a torrent of wa- 
ter came down from the mountains, 
and filled them, without any wind or 
rain ; by the ſole power and goodneſs 


of God, by which means the army 


was ſaved. 
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S. Did not the Moabitts march 
againſt them? 

T. It does not appear, that the 
Moabites intended to act otherwiſe, 
than on the defenſive, and to cover 
their own borders: but the riſing 
ſan, next morning reflecting there- 
on, ſeemed to have given the water 
in theſe ditches a red colour, which 
they ſuppoſed to be blood; knowing 
there had been no rain to cauſe ſuch 
an appearance and quantity of wa- 
ter; and therefore believed that the 
confederate forces had quarrelled 
among themſelves, and deſtroyed 
one another. In this confidence 
they marched out, and thought 
they had nothing more to do, than 
to fall upon the remains, and carry 
off the ſpoil, Thus ſecure, and ap- 
prehenſive of no danger, and ruſh- 
ing upon the enemy in a diſorderly 
manner, they were utterly defeat- 
ed: for, the Iſraelites gave them fo 
warm a reception, that they not 
only ſoon routed them, and killed 
a great number of them upon the 
ſpot, but alſo in the purſuit ; and 
laid waſte their country, cut down 
their trees, ſtopped their wells of 
water, beat down their fenced cities; 
and ſhut up their king, with ſeven- 
hundred men, (all the remains of 
his army) in his capital city Xir- 
haraſeth, and beſieged it. But the 
king of Moab in deſpair, by a moſt 
unnatural and cruel act, having ſa- 

crrificed his eldeſt fon upon the wall, 
in their ſight, ſtruck ſuch horror 
into the Fews, that they raiſed the 
ſiege, and returned to their own 
land: and thus ended the war with 
MAoab. | 

S. What became of the prophet 

Eliſha after this? 
, 1 
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7. He returned to Samaria, 
where he wrought ſeveral extraordi- 
nary miracles, — He miraculouſly 
increaſed a poor widow's pot of oil, 
to ſuch a ſurpriſing quantity, as en- 
abled her, by the ſale thereof, to re- 
deem her two ſons from being fold 
for ſlavery, by the creditors of her 
huſband, who had died inſolvent. — 
He obtained of God, by prayer, a 
child to a barren woman of fortune, 
who had entertained him at Sem, 
and reſtored that ſame child to life 
apain, when it was dead. —He cured 
the noxious quality of the bitter 
poiſonous pottage, which the ſons 
of the prophets at G:/gal were eat- 
ing, by caſting into it a little meal. 
IIn the ſame place alſo, he made 
twenty barley loaves to ſatisfy above 
a 100 people; and made an ax, 
which flew from the helve into the 
water, in cutting down ſome trees 
for the building of a new ſchool for 
the prophets, and which they had 
borrowed, to riſe and ſwim upon 
the ſurface of the water, by throw- 
ing in a ftick. But the miracle 
which the ſacred hiſtory relates in 
the fulleſt manner, is the cure of 
Naaman, general tothe king of Syria, 
of his leproſy, by commanding him 
only to go and waſh himſelf ſeven 
times in the river Jordan; and the 
inſtantaneous infection of Gebazi, 
the prophet's ſervant ; who having 
heard of Eliſba's refuſing the preſents 
offered upon that occaſion by Naa- 
man, privately followed him, and 
falſly making uſe of his maſter's 
name, readily obtained from him a 
talent of ſilver, and two changes of 
raiment. But Eliſha ſenſible of the 
whole tranſaction, reproached G- 
hazi on his return, for W 

ne 
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neſs and fraud, and denounced, as a 
puniſhment, that leproſy of Naa- 
man ſhould cleave to him and his 
poſterity for ever ; and the leproſy 
immediately appeared over all his 
whole body as white as ſnow. 

$. Could the children be ſeized 
upon by law, and ſold to pay their 
parents debts ? 

T. The Jewiſb law looked upon 
children to be the proper goods of 
their parents, who had power to 
ſell them for ſeven years ; and the 
creditors could compel them to it, 
for payment of their debts. The 
Athenians alſo adopted this law, and 
derived it from the Jews ; the Ra- 
mans copied it from the Athenians, 
and extended it at firſt into an abſo- 
lute right and power over their chil- 
dren ; for by the laws of Romulus, 
they could impriſon, beat, kill, or 
ſell them for ſlaves. This, however, 
was moderated by Numa Pompili- 
us, and at length abrogated by Dio- 
cleſian the emperor, ſo far as related 
to the ſelling of them to be ſlaves, 
as Solon had done before at Athens, 

S. Did not the miracle wrought 
upon Naaman, convert him to the 
worſhip of the true God ? 

T. He no ſooner found himſelf 
cured of that loathſome diſtemper 
in ſo miraculous a manner, but he 
reaſonably aſcribed it to the power 
of, and profeſſed his belief in the 
God of Iſracl. But though he de- 
clared his reſolution, not toſacrifice, 
for the future, toany other God ; and 
defired two mules load of the earth, 
to be given him to build an altar 
therewith to God in his own coun- 
try; yet his partial regard to, and 
compliance with his worldly inte- 


reſt, could not make him reſolve to- 
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tally to forſake attending on the ido- 
latrous worſhip of his country ; but 
prayed that God would pardon his 
occaſional frequenting the temple 
of the ſun, or houſe of R:immon, 
when the duties of his office, or rea- 
ſons of ſtate, ſhould call him thi- 
ther. | 

This is the account which ſome 
give of this requeſt : but it is more 
probable to ſuppoſe with others, 
that Naaman was here ſollicitous to 
know, whether his paſt idolatry 
would be forgiven, than whether 
he would be allowed to continue in 
it, at leaſt in the appearance of it, 
when attendance upon his maſter 
obliged him to be in the heathen 
temple. There can, I think, be no 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that in the ſame 
breath in which he declared his 
conviction, and reſolution to ſerve 
God only, he ſhould ſtipulate, as 


it were, for an indulgence in acts 


of prevaricatian and hypocriſy ; and 
ſtil] leſs, that the prophet by givi 
him an anſwer of peace, ſhould dif- 
penſe with theſe : nor do the origi- 
nal words require us to ſuppoſe him 
thus inconſiſtent, and guilty, 

S. How did the king of Syria re- 
quite this benefit done to his gene- 


ral? 


T. No doubt, but Naaman at 
his return to Syria, publiſhed the 
wonderful cure he had received, 
and his commendations and praiſes 
of the prophet Elia. But Benba- 
dad the king, whom no favours or 
obligations could make remit his 
purpoſes of revenging his laſt de- 
feat by the Iſraelites, could not be 
prevailed upon to give up his deſign 
for the recovery of Samaria, and 
the humbling of //rael, which he 


8 2 inceſſantly 
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inceſſantly meditated ; for this pur- 
poſe he employed his forces to lay 
wait ſeveral times to ſurpriſe Joram 
king of 1/rael. 

S. Did his ſchemes ſucceed ? 

T. No: for as God was againſt 
the Hrians, he inſpired Eliſha with 
a knowledge of theſe ſecret deſigns 
and operations, which he diſcloſed 
to the king of Ifrael. When Ben- 
hadad perceived that the meaſures 
of his moſt ſecret counſels were 
fruſtrated by ſome private intelli- 
gence ; and being told, that Elia, 
who was then at Dothan, near Sa- 
maria, was the only perſon, that 
could difcover them ; he fent a 
ſtrong detachment from his army 
to inveſt the city, and ſecure Eliſha ; 
but his policy and power failed him 
alſo in this attempt : for God with 
an heavenly hoſt, which appeared 
to Eliſba's ſervant, like a numer- 
ous army of horſemen and chariots 
in array, ſurrounded and attended 
Eliſba in order to protect him; and 
ſtruck the Syrians alſo, at the pray- 
er of the prophet with blindneſs. 
In this condition Eliſa himſelf 
goes to them, and perſuades them 
that they had inveſted the wrong 
city; and they taking him for their 
guide, follow him into the very 
midſt of Samaria ; where, at the 
prophet's requeſt, their eyes were 
opened to ſee the danger they were 
in. Joram finding them thus mi- 
raculouſly made his priſoners, was 
inclined to put them to death ; but 
Eliſha prevailed upon him, to ſet 
meat and drink before them, and 
ſend them back to their maſter in 

ace. 

S. Did this act of generoſny ob- 
tain its deſited effect ? 
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T. No : for Benhadad not long 
after raiſed a prodigious army, and 
laid cloſe ſiege to the city of Sama- 
ria; and reduced it to ſuch diſtreſs 
and famine, that an aſs's head was 
ſold for four-ſcore pieces, or ſhekels 
of ſilver, which at 1s. 3d. the 
ſhekel, is 51. ſterling : and a fourth 
part of a cab, or three quarters of 
a pint of pulſe or vetches (tranſla- 
ted erroneouſly dove's dung) for 
five ſhekels of filver : and at laft, 
mothers reduced to that cruel ex- 
tremity, unnaturally killed and eat 
their own children. 

S. How did Foram behave on 
this occaſton ? 

T. The king ſtruck with horror, 
and aſtoniſhed at the recital of fo 
barbarous and unheard of cruelty, 
rent his cloaths, and without reflect- 
ing upon his fins which were the 
cauſe of fo dreadful] a judgment up- 
on him and his people, turned his 
rage againſt Eliſba (probably for ad- 
viling ſo impolitic an action as to 
let the Syrians fo lately eſcape out 
of his hands) and ſent an officer to 
take off his head. 

S. Did the officer execute his 
commiſſion ? 

T. No: for the ſame God, who had 
long before, Deut. xxviii. 53, fore- 
told that diſtreſſes of this kind ſhould 
fall on them, and deſtroy them, in 
caſe the Iſraelitet ſhould rebel a- 
gainſt him, inſpired the prophet, not 
only with a knowledge of this meſ- 
ſenger's coming, and of his commiſ- 
ſion to cut off his head; but with 
courage and conſtancy to wait his 
coming. He was at that time in his 
own houſe, attended by ſome of the 
moſt devout elders of I/rael, and be- 
fore the meflenger came to the _ 


Eliſha' Prophecy fulfilled. 


he informed them of the king's com- 


mand, and that the king himſelf 


would alſb follow immediately. 
While he was ſpeaking the meſſen- 
ger arrived, but the elders ſeized 
him, and prevented the execution 
and the king following ſoon after, 
they expoſtulated with him on the in- 
juſtice of the action, and put him in 
mind of his and their own fins, which 
had provoked the Lord to afflit 
them with their preſent calamity. 

$. What paſſed between the king 
and Eliſba on this occaſion ? 

T. Joram having complained of 
the extremity to which the famine 
had reduced the city, the holy pro- 
phet comforted him and the people, 
who were quite ſpent and faint, aſ- 
ſuring them that the next day, a- 
bout that time, fine flour and barley 
ſhould be as cheap, as then it was 
dear and ſcarce. 

S. Did the king and his attend- 
ants believe him ? 

T. It was a hard thing to believe 
this prophecy, becauſe all objects of 
ſenſe did directly contradict it; and 
one of the lords declared his opini- 
on of the impoſſibility thereof, un- 
leſs God ſhould rain down corn 
from the clouds upon them. 

S. Did the prophet make him 
'any reply ? 

T. He told him that he ſhould 
live to ſee it fulfilled, but ſhould not 
be permitted to taſte of the plenty: 
all which was verified in this 
manner : Four lepers, being got 
out of the city, reſolved to throw 
themſelves upon the mercy of the 
enemy; chuſing rather to periſh 
by their hands than by hunger. 
But when they were come to the 
Syrian camp, they were ſurpriſed 
to find the tents ſtanding well pro- 
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vided with all manner af neceſſa- 
ries, with their baggage alſo and 
horſes, but no living perſon there. 
After the lepers had ſatisfied their 
own hunger, and ſecured ſome va- 
luable treaſure they met with there, 
they returned to the gates of the 
city, and acquainted the guards 
with what they had done and ſeen. 
The king, being informed of this, 
at firſt, looked upon it as a ſtra- 
tagem of the enemy to draw the 
people out of the city, and then to 
ſlay them, and ſeize the town. But 
after he had been thoroughly in- 
formed of the truth of this report, 
by his own ſpies, whom he ſent to 
reconnoitre the camp and the coun- 
try around; and that the high ways 
were ſtrewed with arms, garments, 
Sc. which carried all the tokens of 
confuſion, and a ſudden, precipitate 
flight; there was no containing the 


famiſhed people from crowding to 


the camp, who brought ſuch ſtore 
of corn to the city, that it was fold 
both within the time, and at the 
price that Eliſba foretold. And the 
nobleman, who expreſſed his diſ- 
belief of Eliſba's word, being ap- 
pointed by the king to bave charge 
of the city gate, to prevent any diſ- 
order that might happen on that oc- 
caſion, was trod under foot of the 
people, and died. Thus was the 
other part of the prophecy ſul filled 
likewiſe. 

S. How is this precipitate flight 
of the Syrians accounted for ? 

T. In the night, God ſtruck this 
great army with terror, by making 
them heat a noiſe of chariots and 
horſes, as the noiſe of a numerous 
army in full march, and ready to fall 
upon them : and therefore ſuppo- 
ſing that the J/raelites had engaged 
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a large body of Hittites and Egyp- 
tians to come to their relief, they 


betook themſelves to flight, for 
their lives. And thus [/rae/ was 


again miraculouſly freed from the 


imminent bondage, to which, in all 
human appearance and probability, 
they muſt have been ſuddenly re- 
duced by the arms of the Syrians, 

S. Had the king of //rael no aſ- 
ſiſtance at this time from Judah? 
T. It does not appear that he 
had. | 

S. Who now reigned in Judah? 

T. TJehoſhaphat was ftill alive; 
but he had taken his ſon Jehoram 
(or Foram) in the 17th year of his 
reign, into a ſhare with him of the 
kingdom. | 

S. What became of Elia? 

T. God being inceſſantly provok- 
ed with the impieties and idolatries 
of Iſrael, intended to puniſh them 
by bringing a ſeven years famine on 
the land; and acquainted Eliſha 


_ therewith, who thereupon goes to 


Shunem, and in gratitude for the 
favours he had before received from 
the family there, acquaints the Shu- 
namite with God's purpoſe, and di- 
rects her to retire into the land of 
the Philiſtines, till the time of 
dearth was overpaſt. ; 

S. What character did Joram, 
Fehoſhaphat's ſon, bear ? 


T. He was a very degenerate ſon by 


of a pious father; and became worſe 
by marrying Athaliah, Ahab's daugh- 
ter, whoſe wickedneſs he imitated. 

S. How did this appear ? 

'T. When his father was dead, 
he put to death his fix brethren, and 
many of the nobles; and advanced 
idolatry as much as he could. 
at In what year did Jaboſbaphat 
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T. In the third year of the fa- 
mine above-mentioned. 

S. Did God puniſh Foram for 
theſe murders and abominations of 
his ? 

\T. Yes : for though at firſt he 
obtained a victory over the Edom- 
ites, who had revolted, he was never 
able to keep them in ſubjection; 
nor could he prevent the defection 
of Libnab, one of his own cities. 
He ſaw his country, and very pa- 
lace pillaged by the Philiſtines and 
Arabian of all its treaſures, and his 
wives, and all his children, except 
his youngeſt ſon Jehoabax, led into 


captivity. And, to complete his 


miſery, he ſaw himſelf afflicted with 
a very loathſome and lingering dif- 
eaſe, of which his bowels fell out ; 
and died without being lamented by 
any one, in the fortieth year of his 
age, and the eighth of his reign, 
according to all the prophet Eliſba 
denounced againſt him, 2 Chron, 
xxi. 19. 

S. Who ſucceeded him in Judah? 

T. Fehoahaz, who was alſo cal- 
led Abaziab, his ſon, at the age of 
twenty-two, who walked in the 
evil ways of the houſe of Ahab. 

S. Where did Elba go from 
Shunem # 1 85 

T. The next account we have of 
him is at Damaſcus, where he went 
divine direction to fulfil the 
meſſage which God had before giv- 
en to Elijah, namely, to anoint 
Hazael king over Syria. 

S. Did Benbadad know of the 
prophet's being at Damaſcus ? 

T. Yes: for Benhadad being at 
that time fick, it was told him that 
Elia was come thither, upon 
which he ſent Hazael, the general 
of his forces; and, with a preſent, 

to 


Joram and Ahaziah ain by Jehu. 


to enquire of him, whether he 
ſhould recover of his diſeaſe ? 

S. What anſwer did Eliſba give? 

T. He told him at firſt, that the 
king his maſter might recover, but 
preſently added, that withal God 
bad ſhewn him he ſhould certainly 
die. And at the ſame time fixing 
his eyes ſtedfaſtly on Hazael, he 
told him, he could not refrain from 
tears, at the foreſight of thoſe bar- 
barities, and great evils which 
ſhould happen to Jſrae/, by him, 
whom he was aſſured, ſhould ſuc- 
ceed to the kingdom of Syria. 

S. What anſwer did Hazael de- 
liver at his return to the king ? 

T. He told him that the prophet 
ſaid he ſhould certainly recover. But 
on the morrow Hazael took a thick 
cloth, dipped it in water, and ſpread 
it on the king's face; ſo that being 
ſtifled, he died; and Hazael im- 
mediately ſeized on the govern- 
ment, 

S. Did not the king of Iſrael 
take advantage of this revolution in 
Syria ? 

T. He endeavoured it ; and hav- 
ing engaged the young king of Ju- 
dah to go with him, he marched a- 
gainſt Hazael, who met them and 
gave them battle at Ramoth-Gi- 
lead. Joram king of Iſrael being 
wounded in the battle, he returned 
to Jexreel to be healed of his 
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wounds, where he was viſited by 


Abaxiab, king of Fudah, his ally. 


S. What happened during the 
illneſs of the king ? 


T. Whilſt he was under the phy- 


ſicians hands, Eliſba ſends one of 


his diſciples to Ramoth-Gilead to 
anoint 7 who was one of his 
principal officers, king, with an 
expreſs charge to exterminate the 
family of Ahab. Febu the next 
morning, with the other officers of 
the army, haſted to Jezreel, and 
met the two kings in the vineyard, 
which Ahab had taken from Naboth 
the 7ezreelite ; and here having re- 
proached Joram with the idolatries 
and witchcrafts of Fezebel his mo- 
ther, as he was endeavouring to 
flee from him, ſhot him with an 


arrow through the heart, and ex- 


poſed his dead body, there on the 
ground of Naboth, to be devoured 
by dogs according to the prophec 
of Elijab, againſt the houſe of 
hab, 2 Kings ix. 26. — Tebu alſo 
purſued after Ahaxiab who had fled, 
ſeeing what had happened, and ſhot 
him in his chariot, at a place called 
Gur, near to [bl:am ; but he reach- 
ed Megiddo, where he died of his 
wounds, and was buried in Feruſa- 
lem. Thus Iſrael and Judah were 


both deprived of their kings at one 
time, and by the ſame divine judg- 
ment. | 


264 The HoIVY BIB II explained. 


CHAP. XX. 


The Reign of Jehu in Iſrael. He deſtroys all Ahab's Race and 
Family. Athaliah «furps the Government of Judah. Her Reign 
and Murder. Joaſh is proclaimed King of Judah. His Govern- 
ment, Crime and Puniſhment. The Reign of Jehoaſh in Iſrael, 
and his Succeſs againſt the Syrians. Amaziah ſucceeds Joaſh in 

udah, reduces the Edomites, attacked the Iſraelites; but was 
routed by their King. His Reſtoration, Idolatry and Murder, 
&c. The Interregnum, and Advancement of his Son Azariah to 

- the Throne. His Wars, Viftories, and Inventions in the Art of 
War, &c. His Sin and Puniſhment. Is ſucceeded by his Son 
Jotham. - Of the Prophets in this Reign. Jeroboam II. reigns 
in Iſrael. The Revolutions in Iſrael after bis Death. Iſrael in- 


vaded by the Aſſyrians. 


Hoſhea reigns in Iſrael, revolts from 


the King of Aſſyria, is defeated, and bis Kingdom deſtroyed. 


S. H O ſucceeded Forgm in 

W? 7 

T. Jebu maintained his appoint- 
ment to the kingdom; and entering 
Fezreel, he ordered Fezebe!, Ahab's 
widow, to be caſt out of a window, 
from whence ſhe had threatened 
- him, and trampled her under his 
horſes feet; where ſhe lay, till no- 
_thing but her ſkull, feet, and palms 
of her hands remained, the mob 
having ſtripped off her cloaths, and 
.the dogs eaten her fleſh, according 
to the prediction of Elijah, 1 Kings 
XXi. | 

S. Was there no more of Ahat's 
race remaining? 

T. Ves: he had ſtill left ſeventy 
ſons in Samaria, whom Jebu cauſed 
to be put to death by the people of 
Samaria. I 

S. Did Jehu remain at Jezree! 

T. Only till the rulers of Sama- 
ria, in conformity to his orders, 
had ſent him the heads of Abab's 
children, From thence he paſſed 


- 


on to Samaria ; and, in the way, 
meeting with the forty-two bro- 
thers of Ahaziah king of Judah, he 
ſlew them alſo ; being allied to 4. 
hab's family, they were included in 


the ſentence; and he might fear 


that they might ſome time or other 
revenge the death of Joram and 
Abaziab. | 

S. What did Jebu when he came 


to Samaria ? 


T. His firſt concern was, to put 
to death all he found there that 
were a-kin to Abab. And ſoon af- 
ter, that he might with the greater 
eaſe deſtroy all the prieſts and wor- 
ſhippers of Baal, he pretended that 
he would honour Baal more than 
ever Ahab had done; and proclaim- 
ed a ſolemn aſſembly for Baal, 
whereat all his prieſts, prophets, and 
worſhippers were to be preſent, and 
when they were all met together in 
the temple of Baal, he commanded 
his ſoldiers, while they were intent 
upon their ſacrifices, to ruſh in on 

them, 


by.) 


them, and to put them all to the 
ſword. He then deſtroyed all the 
images found therein, and turned 
his temple into a jakes. Thus the 
worſhip of Baal was entirely de- 
ſtroyed in ſrazl, ſo as never more 
to be publickly allowed. This act 
of Fehu's was ſo pleaſing to the Al- 
mighty, that he promiſed to con- 
tinue the crown of IJſrael to his 
ſourth generation. 

S. Did Jehu deſtroy the calves 
alſo which Jeroboam had ſet up ? 

T. No : for he adopted the poli- 
cy of that king, to keep up the ſe- 
paration between Judah and Iſrael; 
and therefore continued the old 
idolatry which he had ſet up. For 
which reaſon, God puniſhed him, 
by an invaſion of the Syrians, who 
particularly harraſſed the country 
beyond Fordan,belonging to the two 
tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the 
half tribe of Manaſſeh. 

S. Who ſucceeded Ahaziah on the 
throne of Judah ? 

T. Athaliah, mother to the late 
king Abaziah, hearing of her ſon's 
death, uſurped the government. 
She to aſſure herſelf of the throne, 
cauſed all the ſors of king Ahaziah 
to be put to death except Joaſb, 
whom Fehoſheba, his aunt, and wife 
to the high-prieſt Jeboiada, had 
hid, for fix years, from Athaliah, 
in an apartment of the temple. 

Here I muſt intreat you, to re- 
colle the fate, that attended the 
royal families of Iſrael and Fudah, 
for their ickedneſſes. 

The whole offspring of Ferobo- 
am, Baaſha, and Ahab, kings of 
Ifrael, were cut off for their idola- 
try, ſo that there was not one of 
them left ; and the king of Judah 
having contracted an affinity with 
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the houſe of Ahab, and being by 
them ſeduced into the ſame crime, 
were deſtroyed by three ſucceſſive 
maſſacres, ſo that there was not 
one of them left. For, firſt, Fe- 
horam ſlew all his brethren ; then 
Jebu ſlew all his brother's children, 
and now Athaliah ſpares none, that 
ſhe could diſcover. 

S. How long did Athaliah reign? . 

T. In her ſeventh year, Jeboiada 
the high-prieſt thinking it was high 
time to declare to all Judab, that 
they had a lawful king in beingy 
whom Athaliah had for ſo many 
years deprived of the crown, and 
whom he had preſerved from the ex- 
ecution of her wicked and treaſon- 
ous defigns ; ſent for the high officers 
of the kingdom and army to meet 
him in the houſe of God, where he 
produced the young prince Jaaſb, 
ſet the crown upon his head, a- 
nointed, and proclaimed him kingof 
Fudah, by the ſound of trumpet; 
which being ſeconded by the joyful 
ſhouts and acclamations of the peo- 
ple, preſently reached the ears of 
Athaliah : who, not knowing what 
had paſled, hurried to the temple, 
where to her great ſurpriſe, ſhe ſaw: 
the young king on the throne; and 
endeavouring to make ſome ſmall 
reſiſtance, ſhe was brought forth 
by the command of the high- prieſt, 
and ſlain at the ftable-gate, belong- 
ing to the palace : and thus, with- 
out the effuſion of more blood, was 
this revolution brought about, and 
Joaſb ſettled on the throne. 

S. What was the firſt public act 
of the king ? 

T. Fehoiada having made a cove- 


nant with the people, to obey God, 


and the king, they.entered unanim- 
ouſly into the houſe of Baal, which 
was 


b 
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was in Jeruſalem, and demoliſhed 
the altar, broke down the images, 
killed Mattan, the prieſt of Baal, 
and pulled down the temple to the 
ground. . 

S. Who governed during the 
minority of the king ? 

T. Jeboiada the bigh-prieſt, who 
was his uncle. He took care to abo- 


liſh many of thoſe ill cuſtoms in- 


troduced into the worſhip, in for- 
mer reigns; and made ſome re- 
forms in the building and ſervice of 
the temple, and governed the na- 
tion in righteouſneſs. But this holy 


man dying in the 1 30th year of his 


age, and in the 23d year of Joaſb's 
reign, the king by the management 
and inſinuations of evil counſellors, 
the princes of Judah, was perſuad- 
ed to leave the ſervice of the tem- 
ple, and renew the high-places, and 
to ſerve groves and idols; forſaking 
that God, who had ſo wonderfully 
preſerved bis life, and brought him 
to the kingdom. Being reproved 
for this apoſtacy of his, by ſeveral 
prophets, and alſo by Zachariah, 
the ſon of his uncle Fehoiada, he 
moſt impiouſly and ungratefully or- 
dered a band of rufftans, to kill 
him ; who ſetting upon him in one 
of the courts of the temple, ſtoned 


him to death ; while he called upon 


God to avenge his cauſe. 
S. Did God avenge his cauſe? 
T. Yes, and made the remain- 
der of the life of this prince as un- 


' fortunate, as the beginning of it had 


been happy; for, the very next year, 
the long enjoyed peace of Judah 


was broken, by an irruption made 


by Hazael; who, with but a very 
ſmall army of Syrians, paſſed over 
Fordan, and afterwards marched 
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to Jeruſalem; and in his way thi- 
ther, took Gath, flew all the prin- 
ces, and great men, that had ſeduced 
the king to thoſe great impieties, 
and carried off great ſpoils with him. 
And Joaſh to make terms with 
him for himſelf, ſent Hazael all 
the veſlels of gold, and other trea- 
ſures which his anceſtors and him- 
ſelf had depoſited in the temple; 
and, as it is very probable, engaged 
to become his tributary.— Haxael 
hereupon left Judah but Joaſb, re- 
penting of his ſubmiſſion, puts him- 
ſelf in a poſture of defence ; and 
refuling to comply with his agree- 
ment, an inconſiderable body of Sy- 
rians invaded his dominions the next 
year, defeated 7oafh's army, laid his 
country waſte, entered Jeruſalem, 
put many of his princes and chief 
men to the ſword, and treated him- 


ſelf with great indignity ; leaving 


him in a fad and languiſhing condi- 
tion, which confined him to his bed; 
and after all, did not die a natural 
death, for a conſpiracy was formed 
againſt him, and he was murdered in 
bed by two of his ſervants, Joza- 
char and Fehozabad. He had reign- 
ed forty years : and had not the ho- 
nour, aſter his death, to be buried 
in the ſepulchre of his forefathers 
the kings of Judab. 

S. Was Fehn king of Iſrael, at 
this time ? | | 

T. No: forhaving reigned twen- 
ty-eight years, he died in the twen- 
ty-third year of Jaaſb, king of Ju- 
dah, and his ſon Fehoahaz ſucceeded 
to the crown. In his days, (for he 
gave himſelf up to idolatry, and o- 
ther impieties) affairs proceeded no 
better in //rael; for Hazael and 
Benhadad, kings of Syria, —_ 


Joaſh dies, and is ſucceeded by Amaziah. 


flicted him and his people, and re- 
duced his kingdom to a very low 
condition, and had almoſt utterly 
ruined it ; when God at length 
moved by the affliction and prayers 
of rr tg and the people, raiſed 
them up a deliverer, his fon Jo- 
aſh, or Fehoaſh; whom in his father, 
in the thirty ſeventh year of the 
reign of Joaſb, king of Judah, and 
two years before his death, took in 
conſort with him into the govern- 
ment. 

S. How long did Jeafh reign in 
Iſrael ? 

T. In all ſixteen years; and was 
king, when Joaſh king of Judah 
died. 

S. How was he a deliverer of 
Ifrael ? 

T. About this time Eliſba the 
prophet lay fick upon his death-bed, 
and Joaſb made him a viſit, to teſ- 
tify the ſorrow he had at the appre- 
henſion of loſing him, whom he 
looked upon as the ſecurity of his 
kingdom. The prophet to recom- 
penſe this good office promiſed him 
many victories againſt the king of 
Syria ; ſo that the Syrians ſhould 
not be able to invade his kingdom 
any more, for ſome time. 

S. Did Fehoafh ſucceed, accord- 
ing to the word of the prophet ? 

T. Yes: for in three ſeveral en- 
gagements he beat Benhadad, the 
ſon of Hazael, king of Syria, and 
recovered all the conquered places 
that had been taken from Iſrael, in 
the days of his father Fehoahaxz. 

S. Was this the prophet Eliſba, 
who ſucceeded Elijab? 

T. Ves: and he died ſoon after 
the viſit Joaſb made him. It hap- 
pened after his interment, that an- 
other dead corpſe was let down in- 


267 
to his ſepulchre; and God was 
pleaſed to bear witneſs to him, ſo 
as to raiſe the dead man to life 
again, 

S. Who ſucceeded Joaſb in the 
kingdom of Fudah ? | 

T. His ſon Amaziah, at the 
of twenty-five ; who, as ſoon as he 
found himſelf well ſettled on the 
throne, put to death thoſe who 
had lain his father, but ſpared their 
children. : 

S. What does the ſacred hiſtory 
record of this king ? 

7. He reſolving to reduce the E- 
domites to their former obedience, 
who, about fifty-four years before, 
in the reign of Jehoram, had re- 
volted from Fudah, raiſed a nume- 
rous army, conſiſting of 300,000 
fighting men, whom he put under 
new regulations; and alſo took 
100,000 Iſraelites into his pay. 
But God admoniſhed him by a 
prophet, to diſmiſs theſe, which he 
did; and marched with his own 
forces only againſt the Edomites ; 
and meeting them in the valley of 
falt, gave them battle, flew 10,000 
upon the ſpot, took 10, ooo priſon- 
ers, and, purſuing his victory, pe- 
netrated into Arabia Petræa; and, 
having ſeized upon Selab, or Petræa, 


the capital of Edom, which was K- 


tuate on a high rock, he cruelly 
threw from thence the 10,000 men 
he had made priſoners; who were 
all daſhed to pieces. 

S. How did the Iſraelites be- 
have, on their diſmiſſion from his 


army ? 2 

7. The Iſraelites being thus diſ- 
banded, were much exaſperated 
thereat, and in their return home, 
committed many exceſſes, plunder- 
ed his frontier towns, killed 2 
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thouſand men of Judab, and car- 
ried off a conſiderable booty. 

S. Did not Amaziab demand ſa- 
tisfaction for this outrage ? 

T. Elated with his ſucceſsful wars 
againſt the Edomites, he ſent Joaſb, 
the king of Iſrael, a challenge to 
meet and engage him in a pitched 
battle; which Joaſb at firſt received 
with contempt, and would have 
diſſuaded him from it; but, per- 
ceiving Amaziah determined, and 
that he was marching againſt him 
with his whole army, he went out 
and met him at Batſbemeſb; and 
after a ſharp engagement, routed 
his army; and took Amaziah pri- 
ſoner; and afterwards entered vic- 
toriouſly into Feruſalem ; plundered 
the temple and palace; impoſed a 
heavy tax upon the whole land; and 
carried back the ſons of the chief 
men of the city, as hoſtages, for 
ſecurity of the payment thereof, 
and a pledge of his receiving no 
further diſturbance from that king- 
dom for the future: and having 
broken down the wall of the city 
from the gate of Ephraim to the 
corner gate, with an injunction not 
to build it any more, he returned, 
richly laden with ſpoils to Samaria, 
where he died in peace, abuut two 
years after; having reigned ſixteen 
years. . 

8. Did he leave Amaziab on the 
throne? 

T. Jaaſb dying ſoon after, Amaziah 
was ſet at liberty by his ſon Jero- 
beam, and reigned after this fifteen 
years. | 

S. Is there any reaſon aſſigned 
why God delivered him into the 
hands of Iſrael, when it was by 
divine direction, be diſmiſſed the 
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Iſraelites on his expedition againſt 
dom? 

T. Amaziab, in his return from 
Edom, brought the idols of that 
country into Judah, and paid ado- 
ration, and offered incenſe to them. 
So that God, firſt of all, by a pro- 
phet, reproved him for his idolatry; 
but when this reproof was received 
only with haughty menaces, he af- 
terwards puniſhed him, in the man- 
ner related, 

S. Did Amaziab die a peaceful 
and natural death? | 

T. No: for, a conſpiracy was 
formed againſt him by his ſubjeQs ; 
and attempting to ſave himſelf, he 
fled from Jeruſalem; but they pur- 
ſued him to Lachiſb, a town, on the 
frontiers of the Philiſtines, and there 
killed him. He reigned twenty- 
nine years. His body was brought 
to Jeruſalem, and buried in the city 
of David. 

S. Who ſucceeded him in the 
throne? 

T. His ſon Azariab, named alſo 
Ozias, or Uzziah, at the age of 
ſixteen years. 

S. Who was then king of I/. 
rael? a 

7. Jeroboam II, the ſon of Foaſh ; 
who began his reign in the fifteenth 
year of Amaziab, king of Judah. 

S. What exploits are recorded 
of this Feroboam ? | 

T. He was ſucceſsful in many 
military atchievements. By the en- 
couragement of the prophet Jo- 
nah, he made war againſt the Sy- 
rians, and recovered all the country 
from Libanus on the north, to the 


lake Aſphaltites, on the ſouth. He 


alſo reduced the men of Hamath, 
and Damaſcus, and made them tri- 
h 1 butaries 


Uzziah's Death and Character. 


butaries to him, as they had been 
to David and Solomon. 

S. How long did he reign? 

T. One and forty years; having 
acquired great renown in arms, and 
died much honoured and revered. 
The government however was in 
ſome confuſion at his death, which 
occaſioned an interregnum of two 
and twenty years. 

S. Where was he buried? 

T. With his anceſtors. 

S. How did Uzziah rule in Ju- 
dah ? . 

T. Uzziah was but four years 
old at the death of his father; but 
took on him the management of 
the government at the age of ſix- 
teen, and in the 27th year of Je- 
roboam, king of [ſrael, He be- 
haved himſelf well in the for- 
mer part of his reign; conſulted 
with the prophets in all his affairs 
of importance, to know the will 
of God; and by this means he be- 
came victorious over all his ene- 
mies, and very powerful. He beat 
the Philiſtine's in many battles ; diſ- 
mantled their fortified towns, and 
built cities on their frontiers, and 
thereby kept them in ſubjeCtion. 
He alſo ſubdued the Arabians, that 
bordered on Egypt, and the Mebu- 
nims, that lived in the deſerts; and 
brought the Ammonites under tri- 
bute. He repaired the walls of Je- 
ruſalem, and fortified and ſtrength- 
ened them with towers, and erected 
engines thereon, which were con- 
trived for throwing darts,- arrows, 
and great ſtones, to keep off, and 
annoy the enemy. From hence 
you may obſerve, that the inven- 
tion of the balliſtæ and catapultæ, 
which were formerly uſed for hurl- 
ing ſtones, and throwing darts, was 
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originally Uzziah's, and from him 
adopted and brought into the Ro- 
man and Grecian artillery. —This 
made his name ſpread abroad. And 
from this time theſe machines, * 
tering-rams, and other engines 
war began to be employed, in at- 
tacking and defending towns. 

He was not only famous for cul- 
tivating the arts of war, but he 
turned his thoughts to thoſe of 
huſbandty, and agriculture ; and ac- 
quired conſiderable wealth, by re- 
forming the mountainous parts of 
the country, and planting vine- 
yards thereon ; the plains he cover- 
ed with corn, and ſtocked the val- 
lies with flocks and herds, He kept 
upan army of above three- hundred 
and ſeventy thouſand choſen men, 
well-armed and diſciplined, under 
the command of above two thou- 
ſand brave experienced officers; and 
reſtored the kingdom to its former 


luſtre and glory. 


S. How long did Uzziah reign 
in this prudent and illuſtrious man- 
ner? 

T. All the days of his wiſe and 
faithful tutor and counſellor Zacha- 
riah, (the ſon of the/prophet Zacha- 
riab, who was lain in the court of 
the temple by the command of Foaſh, 
thirty-three years before.) But, after 
his death, this continual courſe of 
proſperity and ſucceſs at laſt lifted up 
his heart to his deſtruction: for he 
proceeded to that height of pre- 


ſumption, to invade the ſacred of- 


fice of the high-prieſt, and to offer 
incenſe upon the altar of incenſe. 
But the moment he took the cen- 
ſer in his hand to offer, he was 
ſtruck with a leproſy, of which he 
was never after cured ; but was 
obliged to be ſeparated from all hu- 

man 
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man ſociety, and live in a ſeparate 
place by himſelf. 

S. What could induce him to 
commit this treſpaſs, which, as I re- 
member, was by the law made death, 
Numb. xviii. 9? 

T. It is thought that he was led 
to this by an ambition to unite in 
himſelf the two ſacred characters 
of prince and prophet, in imitation 
of heathen princes, who, in ſeveral 
countries, joined the regal and ſa- 
cerdotal offices, both in one. But 
the prieſthood in Fudea, was by the 
law appropriated to the houſe of 
Aaron only ;. nor was any other to 
intrude into it under pain of death. 
Of which puniſhment, the leproſy 
of Uzziah was an exact emblem: 
for, it may be ſaid, that from that 
time, he being -entirely ſeparated 
and excluded from the ſociety and 
converſe of men, was in a kind or 
ſtate of death; or departed out of 
this world in a figurative ſenſe. 

S. Who then governed on the 
| throne of Judah? | 

T. His fon Fotham took upon 
him the adminiſtration of the go- 
vernment, and ruled as vice-roy 
during the life of his father ; who 
died in the fifty-ſecond year of his 
_ | 
S. Where was Uzziab buried? 

T. Not in the ſepulchres of his 
anceſtors, but in the ſame field, at 
ſome diſtance from them, on ac- 
count of his diſtemper. 

S. Were there no prophets in 
his long reign ? 

T. Yes many; for no reign can 
boaſt of more prophets, than ap- 
peared in the days of Uzziah. In 
his time was the prophet Hoſea, the 
fon of Beeri, who foretold the cap- 
tivity of the ten tribes. He in- 
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veighed ſtrongly againſt the vices 
and idolatries of the Fews, and de- 
clared the judgments of God that 
were ready to be inflicted on the 
wickedneſs of this people. He pro- 
pheſied till the time of Hezeliab, 
king of Fudah. We read alſo of 
the prophet Joel, the ſon of Bethuel, 
at this time; who beſides other judg- 
ments, ( ſuch as we read of in Amos) 
repreſented, under the idea of an in- 
vaſion by a numerous and devour- 
ing army, thoſe vaſt ſwarms of lo- 
cuſts, which in his days brought 
great deſolation on 7udea. He ex- 
horted the people to repentance 
by denunciations of judgments, in 
caſe of obſtinacy, and promiſes of 
mercy and forgiveneſs to all ſuch 
as would turn from the evil of their 
ways. He ſpeaks clearly of Chriſt, 
under the name of a teacher of 
righteouſneſs; and is very explicit, 
in regard to the Holy Spirit, fortel- 
ling that his giſts would in great 
abundance, and in a viſible and ex- 
traordinary manner, be poured out 
on all fleſh ; and concludes with a 
relation of the glorious ſtate of the 
goſpel. Amos was his co-tempora- 
ry, and began his miniſtry, with 
publiſhing threatenings againſt the 
nations at enmity with //rael : he 
reproves alſo Judah and Iſrael, for 
their fins ; exhorts them to repent- 
ance; foretek their captivity and 
diſperſion, and other heavy judg- 
ments, that God would fend on 
them for their fins; and alſo pre- 
dicted the future reſtoration of the 
Fews, and the coming in of the 
Gentiles. Obadiab alſo flouriſhed in 
theſe days: he denounced judg- 
ments againſt the Edomites, and 
promiſed ſucceſs to the arms of Ju- 
dah and 1/rael againſt them, 2 

elr 


The Prophets Jonah and Iſaiah. 


their other enemies; and alſo fore- 
tels the future reſtoration of the 
Jews, and their ſtate of ſalvation 
under the kingdom of Feſus Chriſt. 
—Fonah lived too in this reign ; 
but excepting that noble type of 
our Saviour's burial and reſurrec- 
tion, in his being ſwallowed up by 
the fiſh, and delivered from thence 
after three days and three nights; 
his prophecy conſiſts chiefly in an 
hiſtory of his own faults and fail- 
ings, and of God's compaſſion and 
condeſcenſion to ſinful penitents. 
He was the ſon of Amittai, who 
propheſied in the days of Jeroboam. 

S. Pray give me a more parti- 
cular account of the things relating 
to Jonah 

7. Jonah being commanded by 
God to go to Nineveh, and to ex- 
hort the inhabitants of that city to 
a ſpeedy repentance, and warn them 
of the vengeance which God re- 
ſolved to execute on the inhabitants, 
becauſe of their great wickedneſs ; 
to evade this commiſſion went and 
took ſhip at Joppa, a ſea - port in 
Paleſtine on the Mediterranean, to 
ſail for Tarſus. But God, to ſhew, 
how ineffeRual all means are to ac- 
compliſh our defigns undertaken a- 
gainſt his will, raiſed a ſudden and 
violent ſtorm, ſo that the ſhip in 
which he was embarked, was about 
to founder: Upon which the crew 
caſt forth the goods into the ſea to 
lighten the ſhip; but their danger 
increaſing, they looked on this un- 
uſual ſtorm as the effect of divine 
vengeance purſuing ſome malefac- 
tors on board; and therefore en- 
deavoured to diſcover the guilty 
perſon by caſting of lots. The lot 
fell upon Jonah. He acknowledging 
the band of God in this affair, and 
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repenting of his diſobedience, confeſ- 
ſes the truth, and at his own requeſt 
as the only means to appeaſe and 
{ill the tempeſt and fave their lives, 
was thrown into the ſea by the ma- 
riners. Upon which the ſea imme · 
diately became calm; Jonah was 
ſwallowed up by a great fiſh, which 
God had prepared for that purpoſe; 
and after three days and three nights 
prayer and ſupplication, was by his 
divine power reſcued from it, and 
caſt on the ſhore; having received 
freſh commands from God, he went 
to Nineveh; where his preaching 
had ſo happy an effect, that all the 
inhabitants of that great city, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, put on 
ſack-cloth, and ſhewed all other 
tokens of ſuch ſincere repentance, 
that God was pleaſed to reverſe 
their doom. 

S. Was there any other prophet 
alive in thoſe days ? 

T. Yes, this reign alſo was fa- 
mous for the miniſtry of the pro- 
phet Iſaiab, the ſon of Amos. His 
deſign was to foretel the captivity 
of Babylon; the people's return from 
thence, and the flouriſhing ſtate of 
the kingdom of the Meſſiab; his 
predictions are interſperſed” with 
many arguments againſt ſin, direc- 
tions in our duty, and conſolations 
in trouble. And he is ſo deſervedly 
praiſed for his ſublimity, majeſty, 
and elegance, that the greateſt men 
have compared nay preferred him, 
to the famous Greek orator Demo- 

benen. But he excels him in his 
birth; for Iſaiab was deſcended of 
the royal family of Judah. 

S. Did Feroboam II, king of / 
rael, leave no ſon to inherit the 
crown? | | 

T. Yes; He left a ſon, whoſe 

- Name 
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name was Zachariah ; but we do 
not find that he was admitted to the 
throne of his father, till the eight 
and thirtieth year of Uzz:ah, king 
of Judab, twelve years after the 
death of his father: which, though 
moſt commentators have aſcribed 
to ſome confuſion in the ſtate, or 
to foreign wars, in which Fero- 
boam had leſt his people embroiled, 
I rather apprehend ſhould be attri- 
buted to a party, who endeavoured 
in to unite the kingdom with 
dah, in the proſperity of Uzz:ah ; 
uſe we find that when Ur- 
æiab declined, then the men of //- 
rael ſet up Zachariah, Feroboam's 
ſon, upon his father's throne ; and 
he was the fourth and laſt of Fehu's 
line. 
S. What character does he bear? 
T. He was a wicked prince. 
FS. How long did he reign ? 

T. Only fix months. For Shal- 
lum murdered him, and uſurped the 
throne, But this news no ſooner 
teached the camp beſieging Tirzah, 
than Menabem raiſed the ſiege, 
marched directly to Samaria, de- 
feated and flew Shallum, and was 
bimſelf raiſed by the army to the 
royal dignity of 1ſrael. 

S. Did Menahem return after- 
wards to Tirzah? 

T. Yes: And having taken it by 
ſtorm, he laid all the country waſte 
as far as Tiphzah, in the tribe of 
Ephraim, which he alſo took by 
aſſault, and with a moſt barbarous 
inhumanity, put all ages and ſexes 
to the ſword, and ripped up the 
very women that were with child, 
intending thereby ſo to terrify the 
whole kingdom, that none ſhould 
dare to withſtand or oppoſe him. 

S. Did he meet with no oppo- 
fition ? 


T. Only from Pul, king of 4/- 
ria, and father of Sardanapalus 
who reigned at Nineveh when Fonah 
preached there, but was now re- 
moved to Babylon. 

S. What did this king of 4/j- 
ria? Cots 

T. Hearing of the diſtractions in 
Ijrael, he invaded their kingdom, 
on the eaſt ſide of Jordan, which 
lay neareſt to his capital. But upon 
Menahem's preſenting him with a 
thouſand talents of ſilver, he not 
only bribed him to withdraw his 
forces, but engaged him to recog- 
niſe and guarantee his title to the 
crown of {/rae/. So that he lived 
in peace ever after, — This is the 
firſt invaſion of J/-ae! by the A- 
rians; and the firſt of the Aſſyrian 
kings mentioned in ſcripture, ſince 
the reign of Nimrod. 

S. How long did Menahem reign? 

T. Ten years; and died in the 
goth year of Uzz!ah king of — 

S. Who ſucceeded Menahem ? 

T. His ſon Pekahiah, after one 
year's inter-regnum. 

S. How long did he reign ? 

T. Only two years; when, in 
the laſt year of Uzziah king of Ju 
dah, he was murdered in his royal 


palace by Pekah, the general of his 


army, who uſurped the crown, and 
held it twenty years, 

S. Did he enjoy it peaceably ? 

T. No: He was continually har- 
raſſed by the Mrians, under Tig- 
lath-Pileſer, who ravaged his coun- 
try, ſeized upon the golden calf at 
Dan, and carried great numbers of 
his ſubjects into ſlavery. 

S. Who was this Tiglath-Pile- 
er? | 


7. He was the ſame with Arba- 
ces Thilgamus, or Ninus Junior; 


who, 
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who, together with Bele/is, headed 
the conſpiracy againſt Sardanapa- 
lus; and, upon dividing the king- 
dom with his fellow conſpirator, 
fixed his reſidence at Nineveh, the 
ancient capital of the Aſſyrian ſtate; 
as Belefis, or Baladan, did his at 
Babylon. | 

$. What became of the uſurper 
Pihah at laſt ? 

T. He was murdered by Haſbea, 
the ſon of Elah. 

S. Who ſucceeded him in the 
throne ? 

T. There was an inter-regnum 
for nine years; when the ſtate was 
governed by the elders. But at laſt 
Hoſhea obtained the government and 
kingdom. 

S. How did he govern [/rael? 

T. It muſt be confeſſed, that he 


aſcended the throne by vile and 


wicked practices. But being once 


ſettled, he ſeems to deſerve a bette: 


character than many of his prede- 
ceſſors. Moſt probably he no longer 

withheld his ſubjects from going to 
Feruſalem, accordiffy to the com- 
mandment in the law, to pay their 
adorations to the God of heaven; 
but he took away the frontier 
guards, which former kings had 
ſtationed to prevent the {ſraelites 
going up to worſhip at the ſolemn 
feaſts; and he rather encouraged 
than prohibited his ſubjects, on their 
return, to deſtroy all the monu- 
ments of idolatry, they met with 
m his own dominions. 

S. Did not the Afjrians moleſt 
him ? | 

T. Yes: Tiglath- Pileſer being 
dead, his ſon and ſucceſſor Salma- 
naſſar, or Enemaſſar, or Shalman, 


invaded his country, ſubdued Sa- 
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maria, and obliged him to pay an 
annual tribute, 0 

S. Did Hoſhea pay that tribute 
punctually? | 

T. Yes, for ſome years he did, 
But deſigning to caſt off this yoke 
with the affiſtance of the king of 
Egypt, Sabnanaſſar being informed 
thereof, invaded him again with a 
powerful army, plundered the coun- 
try wherever he came, ſeized upon 
the golden calf at Bethel; laid fiege 
to Samaria, which he took at the 
end of three years; and made Ho- 
ſhea priſoner, put him in chains, 
and impriſoned him for life: He 
carried the ten tribes into captivity, 
amongſt whom was the good old 
Tobit; and diſperſed them through 
Media and Afria, from whence 
they were ſcattered throughout all 
theeaſtern parts of Ma, without ever 
returning to their own country; and 
peopled with colonies of his own 
Babyloniſh ſubjects all the ſtrong 
holds, and the country which the, 
Jews were removed from, 

S. How did the A/jyrian colo- 
nies enjoy their new habitations? 

T. They were at firſt too few 
for the land they were put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of; and beſides were very 
wicked; ſo that the wild beaſts in 
a ſhort time multiplied to their 
great annoyance ; which occaſioned 
that remarkable repreſentation theſe 
colonies made to the Mirian court; 
in which they aſcribed the increaſe 
and annoyance of theſe wild beaſts, 
to their own ignorance of the wor- 
ſhip of the God of the rountry ; 
and therefore prayed that ſome 
prieſts of the Jewiſh nation might 
be ſent to inſtruct them in it. — 
This was granted, But as theſe 
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colonies were made up of a mixture 
of ſeveral nations, that worſhipped 
different gods, and had different ri- 
tuals; one worſhipping Succoth-Be- 
noth, or Venus, im -whoſe temple 
young virgins ſacrificed their virgi- 
nity in honour of Venus another 


worſhipping Nergal, a perpetual 


fire: another Aßbima, the hoſt of 
heaven, or the whole firmament: 
another the ſun: and another bow- 
ing down to Moloch or Saturn; they 
made a moſt ſtrange and unaccount- 
able medley and mixture of reli- 
gions; and practiſed them together 


with the religion of the true Ged, 
which theſe different people pre- 
tended to embrace, by the inſtruc- 
tion of the Jewiſb prieſts. 

Thus ended the kingdom of I/ 
rael, having ſubſiſted 255 years, 
after its ſeparation from TJadah, 
harraſſed with a long ſucceſſion of 
wicked kings, who by a ſeries of 
murders and conſpiracies ſupplanted 
one another. And here we may 
date the beginning of that mungrel 
people, that were henceforward ca 
led Samaritans. 7755 
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Of Jotham and Ahaz, Kings of Judah. Of Abaz's Idolatry and 


Wars. Of King Hezekiah and his Piety. His Revolt from 
Salmanaſſar, Wars with the Aﬀyrians, and his miraculous 
Deliverance from them. Of Manaſſeh, his Cruelty, Impiety, 
Bondage and Reſtoration. Of the Murder of Ammon, and 
the Acceſſion of King Joſiah. Of Joſiah's Devotion, and War 


_ with Pharoah-Necho. Of his Son Shallum's Advancement to 


the Throne, and the Change of his Name to Jehoahaz. His 
Defeat and Þnpriſonment. Of Eliakim or Jehoiakim, and his 
Abominations, Defeat, Bondage and Reſtoration. Jeremiah 
foretels the Babyloniſh Captivity for ſeventy Years. Of Je- 
hoiachin, Zedekiah, and the Impriſonment of the Prophet Je- 
remiah. Nebuchadnezzar takes Jeruſalem, and carries the 
Jews 3 into Egypt. Prophane Hiſtory during this 
eriod: 


8 ED Totham ſucceed his fa- 
ther Uzziah in Judah ? 

T. Yes; and was at the age of 
twenty-five, when he began to reign 
in his own right. | 

S. What character did he bear? 

7. He was a wiſe, and pious 
prince; exemplary for his reve- 
rence to God; juſtice to man;, and 


care of the people committed to his 
charge. So that whatever was left 
unreformed in his days muſt be af- 
cribed to the wickedneſs and obſti- 


nacy of the people, and not to the 


king, in whom, ſays a certain au- 
thor, (Solomon Jarchi) there was 
no fault found. He repaired the 
temple, built the high gate, and 

; raiſed 
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raiſed ſeveral fortifications for the 
ſtrength and defence of his terri- 
tories, 

$; Were there any wars in his 
reign ? 

T. The Ammonites were now 
grown ſo powerful, that they in- 
vaded Jotham; but God proſpered 


his arms; and he not only drove 


them out of his country, but im- 
poſed on them a tribute of 100 ta- 
lents of filver, and 10,000 mea- 
ſures of wheat, and as many of bar- 
ley to be paid him yearly. 

S. Did the Ammonites make good 
theſe conditions ? 

T, For three years they continued 
to pay it; but when Jotham was 
threatened with an invaſion, from 
the confederate arms of Kezin king 
of Syria, and Pekah king of 1ſrael, 
they revolted. 

S. Did theſe confederate kings 
enter Fudea ? 

T. Yes: But before their deſign 
took effect, Jotham died, and was 
ſucceeded by his ſon Ahaz; in the 
beginning of whoſe reign theſe kings 
entered Judea, and laid ſiege to Je- 
ruſalem, with a view to extirpate 
the whole houſe of David, and to 
ſet up the ſon of Tabeal; a rich and 
factious Few, king over Judah. 

S, How did they ſucceed in this 
enterprize ? 

T. As Ahaz was much degene- 
rated from his father's piety, God's 
deſign was only to puniſh him, and 
not to cut off the whole family 
of David; and therefore he ſent the 
prophet Iſaiah to encourage him in 
the defence of the city; and to aſ- 
ſure him that they ſhould not ſuc- 
ceed in their attempt, he gave him 
two ſigns, (the one to be accom- 


pliſhed ſpeedily, and the other at 


ſome diſtance of time;) the former 
was that the fon, which the pro- 
phet then, had by his wife, ſhould 
not be of age to diſcern between 
good and evil before thoſe kings 
ſhould be cut off from the land; 
the other was, that a virgin ſhould 
conceive, and bear a fon, whoſhould 
be called Emmanuel; ſo that he 
might reſt himſelf ſatisfied; becauſe 
the deſtruction of the houſe of Da- 
vid could in no caſe happen, until 
the a e ſhould be born, in this 
miraculous manner, of a virgin de- 
ſcended ſrom that family. 

S. Did the kings raiſe the ſiege? 

T. Ves: but not finding them- 
ſelves able to carry the town ſo ſoon 
as they expected, they raiſed the ſiege, 
and returned home. But Ahaz {till 
growing more wicked, not only ſet 
up the worſhip of the golden calves, 
but made molten images in honour 
of all the inferior heathen gods; 
ſacrificed to them, and burnt in- 
cenſe in the high places, and on the 
hills; and under every green tree; 
and to add to all thoſe impieties, 
made his ſons paſs through the fire 
to Moloch, in the valley of Hin- 
nom. Theſe abominations ſo pro- 
voked the Lord, that the year fol- 
lowing, he brought upon him the 
confederate kings. They dividing 
their armies into three bodies, one 
under the conduct of Rezin, another 
under Pelab, the third under Zichri, 
a mighty man of Ephraim, invaded 
his kingdom in three different places 
at the ſame time. In this expedi- 
tion Rezin took Elah, drove the 
Jews out of it, ſettled the Syrians 
in it, who were his auxiliaries at 
this time, and being laden with - 
plunder and captives returned to 
Damaſcus, -—Pekah marched againſt 
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Ahaz, and gave him a terribie over- 
throw, in which he killed 120,000 
of his men. Zicbhri taking advan- 
tage of this victory, marched to 

eruſalem, took it, and ſlew Maa- 
tes the king's fon, and all the 
great men of the kingdom whom 
he found there. After this, the two 
armies, in their return to Samaria, 
carried off vaſt ſpoils, and above 
200,000 captives, whom they in- 
tended. to have fold for ſlaves; but 
when they approached Samara, the 
prophet Qbed or Oded, with the 
principal inhabitants of the city, 
came out to meet them,. and having 
ſharply reproved them for their cru- 


elties to their brethren, prevailed 


with them to cloath them out of 
the ſpoils they had taken, and to 
ſend them back to their homes, 

S. Did Aba live peaceably after 


J. He was ſo far from being 
humbled by all theſe heavy judg- 
ments, that on the contrary he ſin- 
ned more and more; and his coun- 
try was no ſooner delivered from 
theſe enemies, but the Edomites to 
the ſouth, and the Philiſtines to the 
weſt, taking advantage of his late 
misfortunes, ſeized on thoſe parts 


that lay contiguous to them, and 


did much miſchief by their ravages 
and inroads. 

S. What did Aba do in this 
diſtreſs ? | 

T. He ſent an ambaſſy, and made 


a league with Tiglath-Pileſer, the 


king of ria; whom by a large 
preſent ot what gold and ſilver he 
could find in the treaſury of the 
temple, and by promiſing to be- 
come his tributary and vaſlal for 
ever, he engaged him to ſend forces 
to his aſſiſtance. 
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S. What did Tiglath- Pileſer do? 

T. He accepted the offer ; march- 
ed with a great army againſt Res 
zin, king of Syria, flew him in 
battle; beſieged and took Damaſ- 
cus; reduced the whole country un- 
der his dominions, carried all the 
Iſraelites that dwelled beyond Jor- 
dan captives into Mhria, (from 
whence they never returned, no 
more than the reſt of the tribes, 
who were afterwards tranſported 
thither by his ſon Salmanaſſar,) and 
tranſplanted them to Air in Upper- 
Madia; and fo put an end to the 
kingdom of Syria in Damaſcus, ac- 
cording to the predictions of 1ſaiah 
Vil. 9. and Amos vil. 

After this he marched againſt Pe- 
kah, and ſeized all that belonged to 
[jrael beyond Jordan, and plunder- 
ed the land of Galilee. | 

S. Was Abaz relieved by theſe 
mighty deeds of Tiglath-Pileſer ? 

T. He was delivered from his 
former enemies; but now his aux 
liary Tiglath-Rileſer marches to Je- 
ruſalem, and having exhauſted the 
treaſury, obliged Ahaz, to ſatisfy 
his avarice, to give him the veſlels 
of the temple, which he melted 
down. Ahaz went and. did him 
homage and obeiſance at Damaſcus.: 
and while he was there, happening 
to ſee an idolatrous altar, which 
pleaſed him, he ſent a model there- 
of to Urijah the high- prieſt at Jo- 
ruſalem, with orders to have one 
made like unto it; and when he re- 
turned, he removed the altar of the 
Lord out of its place in the temple, 
and ordered this new one to be ſet 
up in its ſtead. 

S. What was to be the uſe of 
this altar? | ; 

T. He 
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T. He ordered facrifices to be of- 
fered thereon. But in a ſhort time 
he not only defaced the remaining 
furniture and ornaments of the tem- 
ple, but he ſhut it quite up, ſup- 
preſſed all divine worſhip through- 
out his kingdom, and in 'the room 
thereof ſet up the worſhip of the 
gods of the Syrians, and other na- 
tions, and erected altars to them in 
all corners of the ſtreets of Feru- 

alem. 


S. Did God not puniſh him for 


this? 

T. He cut him off, ſome ſay, by 
a ſudden ſtroke ; however at the 
age of fix and thirty, after having 
reigned fixteen years, 

S. Where was he buried? 

T. In the city of David, but 
not among the kings. 

S. Who ſucceeded him? 

T. His ſon Hexetiab being twen- 
ty- five years old; who had, during 
his father's life, been taken into the 
public adminiſtration. 

S. Was he as bad as his father? 

T. No: for as ſoon as he was 
in full poſſeſſion of the throne, he 
changed the whole face of affairs, 
and made piety and virtue to take 
place inſtead of the impiety and ido- 
latry, which in his father's reign 
overſpread the whole kingdom. He 
opened the temple, removed the 
new altar, replaced the altar of the 
Lord; reſtored the ſervice of the 
temple to its ancient ſplendor and 
purity, revived the paſſover, and in 
good earneſt ſet about a thorough 
reſormation in religion. Among 
other objects of idolatrous worſhip, 
he alſo deſtroyed the brazen ſerpent, 
to which they paid adorations, and 
burnt incenſe; he commanded the 


Prieſts and Levites to ſanRify them- 


. 


ſelves in order to the purifying of 
the temple, which had been fo 
abominably prophaned ; he reſtored 
to the prieſthood all the tythes and 
firſt fruits, which the idolatrous 
princes had taken from them; and 
defrayed the expences of the daily 
facrifices, &c. out of his own purſe. 
So that he deſerved the character 
of one of the beſt of the kings of 
Judab. | 

S. Did God ſkew him any par- 
ticular regard? | 

T. He gave ſuteeſs to his arms 
againſt the Phili/tines, from whom 
he recovered not only all the cities 
of 7udah, which they had taken 
from his father, but he diſpoſſeſſed 
them of almoſt all their own terri- 
tories, except Gath and Gaza; and 
God alſo gave him courage to re- 
fuſe the tribute, and to ſhake off 
the vaſſalage of Salmanaſſar. 

S. Did not Salmanaſſar endeavour 
to reduce him to this obedience a- 
gain? 

T. He probably would have done 
it; but at this time he was diverted 
from it, being engaged, at the ſoli- 
Citation of the king of Gath, ts 
march to his aid againſt the Tyrians, 
who had reduced his city. This 
war continuing five years, Salma- 
naſſar died before it was ended. But 
Sennacherib, Salmanaſſar's ſon and 
ſucceſſor, renewed the demand of 
the tribute, and marched with a' 
great army to levy it by force. Not 
long before this, Hezekiah lay dan- 
geroully ill, and had received a 
meſſage from God, by [/aiah, to 
ſettle his affairs, and to prepare for 
death; but God heard his humble 
prayer, and by the ſame prophet 
promiſed to add fifteen years more 
to his life, and a deliverance from 
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the Mriant. Hezetiab in order 
to confirm his faith herein, requeſt- 
ed, and obtained a ſign from God, 
- who made the ſun to go back ten 
degrees upon the ſun · dial, that Aha 
had erected. After this, the pro- 
phet ordered a plaiſter of figs to be 
applied to Hezekiah's ulcer, and he 
recovered in, three days. After his 
recovery he entered into an alliance 
with the king of Egypt, and with 
Merodach-balddan, king of Babylon, 
who were become jealous of Sen- 
nacherib's greatrieſs\ and growing 
power; and prepared and' diſpoſed 
every thing in his own dominions 
to make a vigorous defence, and 
to oppoſe the enemy. He laid up 
great ſtore of ammunition, repair- 
ed, and fortified the walls of Jeru- 

falem, with towers; filled up the 
fountains heads round about, and 
- conveyed the water by canals under- 

nd into the city. 

$. How did theſe meaſures and 
precautions of his ſucceed ? 

T. Not at all: for God, having 
promiſed and given a token of his 
all- powerful aſſiſtance, was deter- 
mined to convince Hezekiah of his 
error, in truſting to the weak alli- 
ance of the king of Egypt, and not 
depending altogether on his Al- 
mighty power: and therefore re- 
duced Hezetiab, to a neceſſity of 


ſubmitting to ſuch conditions, as 


Sennacherib did impoſe upon him, 
before the aid from Egypt could 
arrive. | 
S. What were the conditions? 
T, Sennacherib was beſieging La- 
ehi/h, and demanded 300 talents of 
filver, and thirty talents of gold. 
K. What is that in our money? 
TD. The Hebrew talent of ſilver 
contained 3000 ſhekels, at three 
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ſhillings ſterling a- piece; ſo that 
300 talents of ſilver was 135,0001. 
and the zo talents of gold amount- 
ing to 216, 00 l. The whole a- 
mounted to three hundred fifty- 
one thouſand pounds ſterling. 
S. Did this ſatisfy Sennacherih ? 
T. He, for the preſent, with- 
drew; and turned his arms againſt 
Egypt, Hezekiah's ally. But, after 
various ſucceſs in that war, he in- 
vaded Judah, inveſted Lachiſb a- 
gain, and ſent three of his principal 
officers, to demand the ſurrender 
of * alem. | 
. How did Hezetiab behave on 
Sennacherib's demand, and what was 
the iſſue of the whole ? 4 2 
T. He had before ſtript the very 
doors of the temple of the gold 
plates to pay the laſt contribution 
impoſed on him: and now, not 
only this breach of Sennacherib's a- 
greement, and his demand of hav- 
ing the capital of his kingdom ſur- 
rendered to him, but the blaſphe- 
mous and inſolent language in which 
that demand was made, (in avowed 
defiance of the God of heaven, and 
even threatening to compel them, 
if they held out againſt him, to 
make them eat and drink their own 
excrements,) threw him into great 
diſtreſs and perplexity; and with his 
cloaths rent, and ſack- cloth on his 
body, he proclaimed and aſſiſted at 
a publick faſt in the temple, and 
ſent to the prophet J/atah, to pray 
to heaven tor ſuccour and advice, 
The prophet comforts him; bad 
him not fear theſe threats; and at 
the ſame time alſo foretold his ſpee- 
dy deliverance. Hezekiah in con- 
fidence hereof, replied to theſe me- 
naces of Sennacherib, that his reſo- 
lution was to defend the city to — 
. aſt 


— 


Me miraculous Defeat of Sennacherib, &c. 


laſt extremity.—ln the mean time, 
Lachiſh having ſurrendered to the 
Afyrians, Sennacherib proceeded to 
inveſt Libnah, a ſtrong fortification 
that commanded a chief paſs in the 
mountains; and from hence he ſent 
another ſummons to Hezehttab, in 
terms no leſs inſolent and blaſphe- 
mous and threatening than his for- 
mer. Hezetiab thereupon again 
conſulted Iſaiab, and received freſh 
aſſurances that God would protect 
Feruſalem, and not ſuffer the - 
rian army to approach it. Senna- 
cherib ſoon after this, receiving ad- 
vice, that Tirhakab king of Ethi- 
opia, or of the Cuthites in Arabia, 
was marching againſt him, he raiſed 
the ſiege of Libnah, and went and 
gave him battle; and having in- 
tirely routed him, he turned with 
his army towards Feruſalem, wich 
a reſolution to deſtroy the city, and 
every ſoul therein: but an angel 
ſent from God, came into the camp 
of the Afyriens, and flew no leſs 
than 185,000 men in one night. 
This terrified and weakened Senna- 
cherib ſo much, that he immediately 
withdrew his army to his own ter- 
ritories. This miraculous deſtruc- 
tion of the A//yrians might proba- 
bly give riſe to the fabulous account 
of Herodotus, that there came in 
one night ſuch troops of rats into 
the A//yrian camp, that they knaw- 
ed all the bow-ftrings of the army 
in pieces. 

S. Who were the meſſengers 
that ſummoned Le aa ? 

T. They were Tartan, or the 
preſident of his cuſtoms; Rabſaris, 
or the chief eunuch; and Rabſba- 
feb, or the principal cup-bearer,— 
You may obſerve from hence, that 
Tartan, Rabſaris, and Rabſbakeh 
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were not proper names, but the 
titles of the employments of theſe 
officers of the king. 

S. What was that deſtroying an- 
gel of the Lord that flew fuch a 
number in one night ? 

T. Some commentators ſay, it, 
was a meſſenger, or inſtrument in 
the hand of God; either a plague, 
or thunder, or lightning, or fire 
from heaven, or a ſcorching wind, 
or ſome other leſs viſible means of 
death. Though I ſee no reaſon to 
doubt, that God fent one of his 
heavenly hoſt to execute his ven- 
geance on theſe proud blaſphemers. 

S. Did Sennacherib make any 0- 
ther attempt againſt Judah ? 

T. No: For ſoon after his re- 
turn to Nineveh, his two eldeſt 
ſons, Adramelech and Sharezar, con- 
ſpired againſt him, and flew him, 
as he was worſhipping in the temple 
of Niſroch his God ; they pretending 
this conduct was neceflary for their 
own preſervation, as their father had 
determined they faid to facrifice 
them. But whatever real or pre- 
tended reaſon they might aſſign for 
their parricide, they were forced to 
flee into Armenia, and leave the 
ſucceſhon to the throne to their 
younger brother Z/arhaddon. 

S. How did Hezekiah ſhew his 
thankfulneſs to God for this ſingu· 
lar favour and deliverance? 

T. Living after this in peace and 
ſecurity, he ſhewed his thankful- 
neſs to God, by a juſt and con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of all civil and 
religious duties; and by applying 
his thoughts to the well governing 
of his people, and fixing them no 
leſs by his own example than com- 
mands in the worſhip of the true 
God. He alſo erected magazines, 
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which he provided with arms, and 
built a new aqueduct for the uſe of 
the city. 

S. How long did he reign? 

T. He died in the 29th year of 
his reign; and was buried in a nich 


at the upper end of the chief room 


of the royal ſepulchres of the houſe 
of David. 
S8. Who ſucceeded him? 

T. His fon Manaſſeh. 

S. Did he inherit his father's 
virtues ? 

T. No: He was the moſt im- 
pious towards God, and cruel to- 
"wards his ſubjects, of any of his 
race, eſpecially in the beginning of 
his reign. For, being only twelve 
years old at his acceſſion to the 
throne, and probably falling into 


the hands of wicked and idolatrous - 


guardians and counſellors, he ſhewed 
the ſtrongeſt averſion to the law 
of God; and not only worſhipped 
Idols, reſtored the high-places, and 
erected altars to Baal, but ſet up 
an idol in the very ſanctuary, ſa- 
crificed his children to Moloch, and 
practiſed witchcrafts and enchant- 
ments, Nor did he ſtop here ; he 
perſecuted thoſe that would not con- 
form to this worſhip he had ſet up, 
and tained the land with innocent 
blood, even the blood of the pro- 
phets, whom God had ſent to re- 
prove and reclaim him, 

S. Who were the prophets that 
were ſent to reprove Manaſſeh ? 
T. They were Hoſhea, Joel, Na- 
hum, Habbakktuk, Obadiah, and J. 
ſaiab. This laſt was of the blood 
royal, and a great favourite in the 
Jate reign; but taking extraordina- 
ry pains to reclaim his kinſman from 


the evil of his ways, be drew upon 
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himſelf his reſentment, and was 
condemned to that ſevere torture 
of being ſawn aſunder with a wood- 
en ſaw by the king's command. 

S. How did God look upon this 
impiety and cruelty ? * 

T. His crimes did not remain 
unpuniſhed : for God raiſed up Sar- 
gon, or Eſarhaddon, king of 4fyria, 
to invade his country; who, ha- 
ving made himſelf maſter of Baby- 
lon and Chaldea, and thereby united 
theſe two empires, he ſent Tartan, 
his general, into Paleſtine with a 
great army, who in his way made 
priſoners of the remains of the ten 
tribes of Iſrael; reduced Judea, 
defeated Manaſſeh, and took him 
where he had hid himſelf among 
briars and brambles, and carried 
him priſoner into Babylon, laden 
with chains. 

S. Did the king of Babylon never 
releaſe him? 

T. He was afterwards reſtored 
to his crown. But it was not in 
Eſarhaddon's reign, but by his ſuc- 
ceſſor Saos Duchin. 

S. How did he behave after his 
reſtoration ? | 

T. His captivity and chains had 
made him humble and ſenſible of 
his impieties. So that upon his re- 
turn to Jeruſalem, he endeavoured 
to atone for his paſt offences, by 
eſtabliſhing the true religion in his 
kingdom, as it had been in his fa- 
ther's time. This repentance and 
reformation of his God was pleaſed 
to accept, and bleſſed him after this 
with a long and proſperous reign. 

S. How long did he reign? 

T. Fifty-five years, The longeſt 
of all the kings of Judah. He was 
not buried in the royal ſepulchres, 
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but in the garden of Uzziab; pro- 
bably near Lzziab the leper. 

S. Who ſucceeded Manaſſeh ? 

7. His ſon Ammon. But he, being 
given up to all manner of wicked- 
neſs and impiety, was murdered by 
ſome of his own domeſtics, after 
a ſhort reign of two years; and 
was ſucceeded by his ſon Jeſiab, 
who was only eight years old. 

$. What became of the murderers? 

T. They were ſeized and put to 
death. 

S. Did Joſiah fall into the care 
of good guardians ? 

T. Yes: by which means he be- 
came a prince of very extraordinary 
and eminent worth; poſſeſſing in 
an equal, if not ſuperior degree, the 
piety, virtue and goodneſs of the beſt 
of princes who were befare him; of 
which he gave extraordinary in- 
ſtances from his very youth, and 
continued therein to the end of his 
life. At the age of ſixteen he took 
the reins of government into his 
own hands; made a thorough re- 
formation in religion; deſtroyed the 
altars of Baal, and brake in pieces 
all his images, and burnt the bones 
of his prophets thereon, according 
to the word God had ſpoken by his 
prophet, to Jeremiah, expreſly men- 
tioning him by name, above three 
hundred years before. — Whilſt he 
was employed in theſe good works, 
and in repairing the temple, the 
book of the law of the Lord given 
by Meſes, was found by Hilkiah 
the bigb-prieſt in the temple, which 
he brought to Jeſiab. 

S. How did Jeſiah receive this 
book ? 

T. When he read therein the 
dreadful threatenings and puniſh- 
ments denounced againſt thoſe who 
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diſobey the law, he, knowing the 
wickedneſs of his forefathers, and 
the heavy curſe which they had 
drawn on the land, rent his cloaths, 
and ſent immediately to the pro- 
pheteſs Huldab, to inquire of the 
Lord in the behalf of him and his 
people, whether there were any way 
left them, to avert God's wrath ? 
She anſwered, that God would cer- 
tainly bring thoſe curſes on the 
land ; but not in the days of good 
Joſiab. On this he proclaimed a 
ſolemn aſſembly of all the elders 
and people; and, having ordered 
the law to be read to them, en- 
gaged himſelf and them to enter 
into a covenant, for its due obſer- 
vance. After this he took another 
tour through Fudah and Samaria, 
in which he utterly deſtroyed all 
the remains of idolatry that he could 
meet with. And being returned to 
Feruſalem, he renewed the obſer- 
vation of the paſſover, and cele- 
brated it at its appointed ſeaſon, ac- 
cording to. the law of Moſes, with the 
greateſt ſolemnity and magnificence. 
S. Had Jeſiab any wars? - 
T. None, till Pharaob Necho, 
king of Egypt, (who was a bold and 
enterpriſing man, and had formed 
a ſcheme for compaſſing the whole 
monarchy of Aſia, by deſtroying the 
united force of the Babylontans and 
Medes) demanded to paſs through 
Judea in his way, to attack Char- 
chemiſh, or Cercuſium, alias Cerce- 
ſium, a city belonging to the king of 
Babylon, ſituated on the Euphrates, 
Which 7o/iah refuſing, and endea- 
vouring to oppoſe with all his for- 
ces at Megiddo, he was mortally 
wounded in the plain near that city 
by the Egyptian archers. This God 
ſuffered, becauſe he had decreed to 
, remove 
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remove this valuable prince out of 
the world, before he brought his 
ſevere judgments on the Jews. 
S. Did he fall into the hands of 
the victors ? 

T. No: He eſcaped to Feruſa- 
lem, and died there, in the thirty- 
ſecond year of his reign, to the great 
loſs and grief of his people. He 
was buried in the royal ſepulchres. 

S. Who reigned in Judah after 
him ? 

T. The people ſet up and anoint- 
ed Shallum his younger ſon to reign 
over them: He was alſo named 
Jeboabax. 

S. Why did they ſet him up in 
prejudice of his elder brother? 

T. It is ſuppoſed, that he was 
thought to be of a more martial 
ſpirit, and better qualified to de- 
fend their liberties in that criſis, 
when the king of Egypt had formed 
a deſign to overthrow and deſtroy 
them. 

S. But why did they uſe now the 
ceremony of anointing, which is 
not mentioned in moſt of his pre- 
deceſſors? | 

T. That, though he was a younger 
brother, elected in prejudice of the 
elder, his title might not be diſ- 
puted : the people herein exert- 
ing their natural right and au- 
| thority to elect a proper governor 
to protect them from their enemies, 
when they apprehended their liber- 
ties or government in danger from 
the prevarication, or weakneſs of 
the next heir. For in all diſputed 
caſes, and where the right to the 
kingdom came to be conteſted, the 
ceremony of anointing was ever 
thought to give a ſanction and pre- 
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7. Yes: but as the people loo K- 
ed upon it to be ominous ; becauſe 
Shallum king of Iſrael reigned but 
one month; they, at his anointing, 
changed it into Jehoabax. 

S. Did this change of his name 
anſwer their vain expectation ? 

T. No: for he reigned but three 
months. 

S. Did he avenge his father's 
death, and repulſe Pharaoh-Nechs ? 

T. As he was a man of a bold 
and daring ſpirit, he is ſaid to have 
collected the beſt army he could in 
ſuch an exigence, and forced the 
Egyptian king to a pitched battle; 
in which he had the misfortune to 
be taken priſoner; and becauſe he 
had taken upon him the govern- 
ment of Judah without Necho's 
conſent, nay oppoſed him therein, 
Necho put him in chains, confined 
him for life at Babylon, Jer. xxii. 
11, and marching to Jeruſalem, le- 
vied an annual tribute of 100 ta- 
lents of ſilver, and a talent of gold, 
on the inhabitants, and obliged them 
to receive Eliatim, Shallum's elder 
brother, for their king, whoſe name 
he changed into 7ehoiatim + a me- 
thod, which conquerors were wont 
to take, to teſtify their abſolute 
power over their tributaries. 

S. What character has Fehoiakim 
left? | 
T. A very bad one, For he re- 
laxed the good order and diſcipline, 
which his father had happily eſta- 
bliſhed ; and idolatry again was 
introduced among this depraved 
people. 

F. Did God take no notice of 
this ? | 

T. He ſent firſt Jeremiah the 
prophet to exhort him, and de- 
nounce his judgments, both in the 
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king's palace, and in the temple; 
and afterwards he raiſed up the 
prophet Urijah to do the ſame. 

S. How did the king and the peo- 
ple receive theſe denunciations ? 

T. When his officers had ſhewed 
and read to the king the prophecy 
of Feremiah,(wherein were deſcrib- 
ed the judgments that were to come 
upon him and all Judea) he cut it 
in pieces with a penknife, and caſt it 
into the fire. But God command- 
ed the prophet to write down theſe 
denunciations in another volume, 
and to add to them many others. 
The prieſts, whom Jeſiab had re- 
moved for their temporiſing and 
conforming to the idolatry of his 
predeceſſors, were now reftored to 


the free exerciſe of all thoſe abomi- 


nations which were practiſed on the 
high places : and theſe, fearing leſt 
they might again be removed and 
diſgraced by this bold remonſtrance 


of the prophet, ſecured Jeremiah, 


and accuſed him of dilaftection, and 


of moving the people to a ſedition. 
But Feremiah, by the favour and 
intereſt of Ahikam, a principal lord 
of the council, was honourably ac- 
quitted. Yet it did not fare ſo well 
with Urijab; for Fehoiakim was re- 
ſolved on his death, and though the 
prophet fled into Egypt for ſhelter, 
the king had him apprehended, and 
brought priſoner to Feruſalem, 
where be flew him with his own 
ſword ; and treated his body igno- 
miniouſly after his death, 

S. Who was that good Ahikam? 

T. He was the ſon of Shaphan, 
the ſcribe and chief miniſter of ſtate 
under king Joſiah; and the brother 
of Gemariah, Elaſah and Jaazaniah, 
who were allo in great authority, 
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and members of the privy-council. 
He was alſo father to Gedaliah, who 
was afterwards made governor of 
the land under the Chaldeans. 

S. Did not God viſit the nation 
for their evil ways, according to 
thoſe denunciations made by his 
prophets ? 

T. In the fourth year of Jeboia- 
kim's reign, Nebuchadnezzar being 
taken in coadjutor by his father Na- 
bopollaſar, who was now old, to 
ſhare the government of Babylon 
with him, reſolved to recover Syria 
and Paleſtine, which had revolted 
from his father. To this end he 
marched with a numerous army, 
and defeated Necho's Egyptian army 
on the banks of the Euphrates; and 
thence proceeding to Feruſalem, 
took it,and carried the king captive, 
with part of the veſſels of the tem- 
ple, to Babylon. —lIt was during this 
invaſion, that the Rechabites, (a 
people that lived in caves and deſert 
places, and fed upon pulſe and 
herbs, which they gathered wild in 
the mountains, and abſtained from 
wine, obeying and conforming 
herein to the inſtitution andinjunce 
tions of one Jonadab, the ſon of 
Rechab) came for refuge and pros» 
tection to Jeruſalem. The manner 
of life of this people, and their ſtrict 
obſervance of the laws, enjoined 
them by their fathers, were further 
objected by Jeremiah, as a reproof 
to the Jews for their diſobedience 
to the laws injoined them by the au- 
thority of God. 

S. Did the king of Babylon keep 
7Zehoiakim priſoner for life ? j 

T. No: he reſtored him to his 
crown, on condition of paying him 
a large annual tribute, 
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S. Did Jeboiatim reform after 


this? 


T. No: he rather became more 
wicked, Upon which Jeremiah de 
nounced and propheſied a ſecond 
invaſion from Babylon, with the de- 
ſolation of Fudea; and a ſeventy 
years Captivity of the two tribes, 
and many more calamities that 


would overtake them, if they did 


not by a timely and hearty repent- 


' ance, ſcek the Lord, and fo avert 
his judgments. 


S. How did they receive this de- 


nunciation and prediction? 


FT. They were ſo incenſed there- 
at, that Feremiah was obliged to 
provide for his ſafety, by conceal- 
ing himſelf. During this time, by 
God's particular direction, he em- 


ployed Baruch to write down all 


thoſe judgments he had denounced 


on ſeveral occaſions againſt Iſrael 


and Jadab; and directed him on 
the day of expiation, to go to the 
temple, and there read them in the 
hearing of all the people. 

S. Did Baruch do fo ? | 
T. Yes: he read them firſt to 
the people; and afterwards to the 
princes and great men, who were 
aſſembled in the ſecretary's cham- 
ber.— They immediately concluded 


it to be their duty to acquaint the 


king with theſe extraordinary pre- 
ditions ; yet, knowing him to be 
of an haſty and violent temper, 
they adviſed Baruch and his maſter 
eremiah to provide for their own 
ecurity, till they ſhould ſee what 
effect this book would have upon 
the king. 
S. How did the ki 
T. They had read but little of it 


receive it ? 


| to him, when he ordered it to be 
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burnt before him, and commanded 
his officers to apprehend Feremiah 
and Baruch, But God protected 
them; and commanded Jeremiah 
to compile another book in the 
ſame manner, and to add more de- 
nunciations againſt Jeboiabim and 
his houſe. 

S. Who was Baruch ? 

T. He was of an illuſtrious fa- 
mily in. the tribe of Judah; but, 
by his connection with Jeremiab, he 
drew upon himſelf many perſecu- 
tions, and very ſevere treatment. 

S. Is Baruch the author of that 


book that goes under his name ? 


T. It was not deemed canonical 
among the Jews. Nor is it yet a- 
greed whether we ſhould conſider 
it as hiſtorically true, or as a mere 
fiction. I am inclined to think it 
to be the invention of ſome helle- 
niſtical Few, under the name of 
Baruch, 

T. Did the threatenings of Je- 
remiah come upon the nation ? 

S. Yes: and that ſoon. For 
Jehoiakim within three years after, 
refuſing to pay the tribute impoſed 
by Nebuchadnezzar, this king or- 
dered his viceroys and governors of 
the provinces, the Chaldees, Syrians, 
Moabites and Ammonites, which bor- 
dered upon Judea, to make war a- 
gainſt him, till himſelf ſhould be 
able to march againſt him in per- 
ſon. From this time Jeboiatim was 
infeſted and ſuffered much from all 
quarters; and at laſt, in the t ith 
year of his reign, he was killed in a 
ſally, which he made from the city, 
when Nebuchadnezzar's forces be- 
fieged Feruſalem; and his dead body 
lay above ground unburied, Jere- 
miab xxxvi. 30. 

S, Did 


% VV bas WW ohas 


' 5 5 WW © & r= ww HjT+T WW 5" 0" W oy, | www oy 


| The Babyloniſh Captivity. 285. 


S. Did Jeruſalem ſurrender on 
the death of Jehorakim ? 

J. No: for they placed his fon 
Jehoiachin, otherwiſe called Coniab, 
or Feconiah, on the throne. But in 
about three months after, Nebuchad- 
nezzar coming in perſon with his 
royal army againſt Feruſalem, which 
had been before blocked up, carried 
on the ſiege with ſuch vigour ; ſo 
that, defpairing of all hopes to pre- 
ſerve the city, Jeboiachin. ſurren- 
dered; and himſelf, his wives and 
children, with all the nobles of his 
court, and the inhabitants, were 
made priſoners of war. 

S. What became of him after- 
wards ? 

T. Nebuchadnezzar, it is thought, 
was inclined to continue him on 
the throne, in conſideration of a 
certain tribute. But, his counſellors 
over-ruling this intention, Jehoia- 
chin was ſent in chains to Babylon. 

S. How did the conqueror be- 
have to the people ? 

T. He plundered the temple and 
the royal palace; and carried away 
captive with him all the moſt vali- 
ant men, and uſeful artificers, to 
the number of 10, ooo, leaving on- 
ly the poorer ſort of people in the 
land; over whom he made Matta- 
nah, the third ſon of Jab, king, 
having changed his name to Zede- 
kiah, taking a ſolemn oath of him 
to be faithful and obedient to the 
crown of Babylon. 

S. Did Zedeſtiabh obſerve faithful- 
ly his allegiance to the king of Ba- 
bylon ? 

T. No: for Nebuchadnezzar had 
no ſooner evacuated his conqueſt, 
than Zedetiah was applied to by the 
Ammonites, Moabites, Edamites, 


Zidonians, Tyrians, and ſome other 
neighbouring nations, to join with 
them, in order to ſhake off the Ba- 
byloniſh yoke, and to oppoſe any 
future attempts that ſhould be made 
upon their liberty. This confede- 
racy being much difapproved of by 
Jeremiah, he diſſuaded Zedekiah 
trom entering at preſent into this 
alliance, and forming any league a- 
gainſt the king of Babylon ; and ex- 
horted thoſe Jetus, who were cap- 
tives in Babylon, not to attempt, or 
expect their deliverance, till it 
ſhould be brought about by the pro- 
vidence, and according to the de- 
cree of the Almighty. But in the 
ſeventh year of his reign, without 
reſpecting Jeremiah, who ſpake to 
him in the name of God, Zede- 
kiab, having engaged Pharadh- Ho- 
phra to aſſiſt him, rebelled. - This 
Zedekiah lived in a courſe of conti- 
nual wickedneſs and impiety ; and 
his ſubjects following his example, 
gave themſelves up to all manner of 
icentiouſneſs, committing all the 
abominations of the heathens round 
about them, without regarding the 
warnings God gave them from time 
to time, . by the mouth of his holy 
prophets ; but deſpiſed his word 3 
and gave heed only to falſe pro- 
phets ; among whom Shemarah, 
with others at this time, ſtirred up 
the captives to revolt; and Shemar- 
ah in particular accuſed Jeremiah in 
a letter which he ſent to Zephaniah, 
the ſecond prieft, &c. as a mad- 
man, and a falſe prophet ; and ad- 
viſed his confinement. | 
S. What regard was there paid 
to this accuſation againſt Feremiah & 
T. He was ſeized, and not only 
abuſed with words and blows, but 
he 
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he was put in the ſtocks, for per- 
fiſting in avowing the truth of his 
predictions againſt thoſe that would 
take up arms againſt the king of 
Babylon: but notwithſtanding theſe 
indignities, he ſent a ſecond time 
to of the captivity, to per- 
ſuade them to peace, and to let 
them know that God would cer - 
tainly puniſh Shemaiah and his poſ- 
terity very ſeverely, for deceiving 
them to their ruin, with falſe hopes 
of ſucceſs. 

S. Was there no other prophet 
of the Lord to corroborate the pre- 
ditions of Jeremiah ? 

T. Yes: Ezekiel fied the 
ſame things at Babylon. He fore- 
told the taking of Feruſalem by the 
Chaldeans ; the flight of Zedekiah ; 
the putting out of his eyes; his im- 


priſonment and death; the carry- 


ing away the remainder of the Jews 
into captivity; the deſolation of 
their country, and the many and 
great calamities that ſhould befal 
them for their iniquities : but mer - 
cy and peace, and future reſtora- 
tion to thoſe that ſhould remain 
Ready in their allegiance, and faith- 
ful to and obſervant of God's com- 
mands. 

K. Did not the king of Babylon 
puniſh the falſe prophets, that en- 
deavoured to move ſedition among 


. the captive Jetus? 


T. Yes: he firſt of all ſeized one 
Ahab, the ſon of Keolaiah; and Ze- 
detiah, the ſon of Maaſziah : and 
ſentenced them both to be burat to 
death. 

S. Were Jeremiab's prophetic 
denunciations confined to the diſo- 
bedient Jetus only ? 

T. No: for at the time that Se- 


raiab carried the tribute to Babylon, 
in the fourth year of Zedekiah, this 
prophet gave him a book contain- 
ing prophecies of the divine judg- 
ments which ſhpuld be executed by 
the Medes and Perſians upon Chal- 
dea and Babylon; which he com- 
manded him to read to his captive 
brethren on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, and afterwards to ſink the 
book with a ſtone in the river, 
S. Was Zedekiah able to ſhake off 
the Babyloniſb yoke ? 
T. No.: for Nebuchadnezzar was 
no ſooner informed of his —_ 


but aſſembling a numerous arm 


he marched to Judea, over-run t 

whole country, took moſt of the 
cities, and blocked up Feruſalem ſo 
cloſely, that in a ſhort time a ſore 
famine raged in the city.—ln this 
diſtreſs Zedetiab and his people, 
made a ſhew of humbling them- 
ſelves, and confeſſing their fins and 
returning unto the Lord: but no 
ſooner did they hear that Hophra, 
king of Egypt, was marching to 
their relief, and Nebuchadnezzar 
had raiſed the ſiege to go and give 
him battle, but they broke the co- 
venant of reformation,  &c. which 


upon this occaſion they had entered 


into, and vowed to obſerve, and 
clapped Jeremiah in cloſe conſine- 
ment, and there puniſhed him. 

S. Did the Chaldeans relieve the 
city ? | 

T. No: for upon information 
that Nebuchadnezzar had raiſed the 
ſiege, and was in full march to give 
them battle, the Egyptians retired 


into their own country. The king 


of Babylon hereupon reſumed the 
fiege of Jeruſalem. Zedekhiah en- 


quires of Jeremiah the fate of the 


War. 
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war. But the prophet delivering 
him a diſagreeable anſwer, was caſt 
into a cloſe and naſty dungeon. 
Here it was he compoſed thoſe 
mournful meditations, which we 
read in the third chapter of his La- 
mentatisns ; and here he muſt have 
periſhed, had not Ebed- Melech, an 
Egyptian, but a proſelyte, and chief 
officer of the houſhold, interceded 
with the king for his enlargement 
from this dungeon, from whence 
he was remanded to his former pri- 
fon. In conſideration of this friend- 
by ſervice, Jeremiah promiſed his 
charitable interceſlor, that he ſhould 
not periſh in the deſtruction of the 
city. — Zedekiah again conſulted 
Feremiah privately 3 when the pro- 
phet invariably adhered to his for- 
mer advice of furrendering to the 
king of Babylon but, this counſel 
being rejected, the ſiege went on till 
the inhabitants were reduced to the 


diſmal and horrid neceſſity of eating 


one another. A general aſſault was 
made by the enemy on the gth day 
of the 4th month of the 11th year 
of Zedekiab's reign ; and the city 
was carried by ſtorm, about mid- 
night ; and every place was filled 
with blood and ſlaughter, 

S. Was Zedetiab taken in the 
city ? 
T. No: for Zedehiah, with his 
wives and children, and ſome few 
of his friends, had privately eſcaped 
out of the city: but they were pur- 
fued, and ſoon taken, and brought 
to Nebuchadnezzar, to Riblah, a 
city of Syria, in the land of Hamath, 
aſterwards called Antioch, —Here, 
Nebuehadnezzar having reproached 
him with his breach of fidelity and 
allegiance, ordered his ſons, and the 
princes that were taken with him, 


to be ſlain before his eyes ; after 
which terrible ſpectacle, he com- 
manded his eyes to be put out, and 
loading him with chains, ſent him 
to Babylon, there to remain priſon- 
er for life. Nebuzaradan took alſo 
Seraiah the high- prieſt, and Zepha- 
niah the ſecond prieſt, and ſeyeral 
others of the king's principal offi- 
cers, and miniſters of ſtate, and 
ſixty of the chief inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem, and brought them to the 
king of Babylon to Riblah, who put 
them all to death. 

S. Was Nebuchadnezzar preſent 
at the ſiege ? 

T. No: he then refided at R:b- 
lah, and committed the conduct of 
the ſiege to Nebuzaradan, the cap- 
tain of his guards. He deſtroyed 
all the fortifications of Jeruſalem, 
plundered the temple, and carried 
the beſt of the people that remain- 
ed alive captives to Babylon, To 
this miſerable condition was Fern- 
ſalem reduced, for the fins of the 
kings and people; and this diſmal} 
ſcene Jeremiah made the ſubject of 
his pathetic Lamentations ; and it 
gave occaſion to the Jews to keep 
ever after two annual faſts in re- 
membrance thereof, 

S. Did Nebuchadnezzar leave any 
governor over the poorer ſort, that 
were permitted to ſtay to till the 
ground, &c ? | 

T. He appointed Gedaliab, the 
ſon of Ahikam, to be the governor ; 
and permitted Feremiah at his re- 
queſt, to continue in the land ; and 
recommended him to the favour 
and particular care of Gedaliab. 

S. Was this Nebuchadnezzar the 
ſame as we ſometimes call Nebu- 
codonofor ? 


T. Yes: this was that Nebucodo- 


noſor, 


1 
| 
| 
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noſor, or emperor, mentioned in the 
book of Judith; who, in the be- 
ginrung of the ninth year of Zede- 

iab king of Judab, baving defeat- 


ed and ſlain Arphaxad, or Dejoces, 


king of the Medes, and plundered 


Echatana, the royal city, ſent his 


general Holofernes to puniſh thoſe 
weſtern tributary provinces, that 
had not obeyed his ſummons, and 
ſent their quotas to aſſiſt him in that 
war. But after many mighty deeds, 


Holofernes was lain by the intrigue 


and craft of Judith, while he was 
beſieging Bethulia, a ſtrong town 
of the tribe of Simeon. And ſome 
have conjectured, that this ſucceſs 
ſpirited up the Few:/þ nation to re- 
bel againſt Nebuchadnezzar. 

$. I have heard that the Medes 
lived not in cities, but in caves and 
huts : what mean you then by the 
royal city Ecbatana ? 

T. The Medes hitherto had lived 
diſperſed in huts, caves and tents all 
over the country ; but Arphaxad, 
or Dejoces, founded the city Ecba- 
tana upon a ſpacious eminence, and 
brought into it the whole nation of 
the Medes. He encompaſſed it with 
ſeven walls, at equal diſtances from 
each other. The firſt was the low- 
eſt, and 178 furlongs in circumfe- 
rence. The reſt roſe gradually, 
and overlooked each other about 
the height of a battlement. The 
battlements were of different co- 
The firſt was white ; the 
ſecond black; the third red; the 
fourth blue; the fiſth a deep red; 
the ſixth ſilver colour; and the ſe- 
venth of a gold colour. The royal 
palace and treaſury ſtood within the 
ſeventh wall. The palace was ſe- 
ven furlongs in circuit, and ſome of 


wards made to ſerve as the _ 
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its beams are ſaid to have been of 
maſſy ſilver, and the cedar ſtrength- 
ened with plates of gold. 

S. What memorable things were 
there tranſacted among the heathens 
in this period ? 

T. In the 35th year of Uzztiah 
king of Judah, the Olympic games 
were inſtituted in Greece, They 
took the name from Olymp1a, {ſince 
called Piſa) a city near Elis in Pe- 
loponneſus; and were celebrated in 
honour of Jupiter, whoſe image of 
exquiſite workmanſhip, made by 
Phidias, was erected here, and was 
accounted one of the wonders of the 
world. One Hercules, a prieſt of 
Cybele, had indeed inſtituted them a- 
bout 440 years before this time ; but 
they had been long diſcontinued, till 


Iphitus re-eſtabliſhed them in the 


timeof Lycurgus ; after which they 
continued in requeſt, till Conflan- 
tine the Great; but after his con- 
verſion to Chri/tianity, they were 
neglected, as favouring too much 
of pagan ſuperſtition ; and at laſt 
they became utterly unfrequented 
and diſuſed in the reign of Theodo- 


ius. 


The exerciſes uſed in theſe games 
were the playing at whirl- bat, the 
coit, leaping, wreſtling, and race- 
ing, either on foot, horſeback, or 
in chariots. They continued five 
days,and were obſerved every fourth 
year. Kings did not think it beneath 
them to enter the liſts in theſe 
games, tho' the prize was nothing 
better than a garland, or crown 
of palm or olive branches. But tho 

The inſtitution of theſe games at 
firſt intended to encourage activity 
and ſtrength of body, were after- 
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of the Greek chronology, and com- 
putation of time, which before this 
invention was very confuſed, and 
uncertain. 

Another memorable æra of which 
I muſt alſo inform you of, was the 
building of the city of Rome by Ro- 
mulus, in the eleventh year of Jo- 
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tham king of Judah; from which 
period the Romans began their ſup- 
putation of time, and regulated 
their chronology, 

In the ſubſequent year ſucceeded 
the diſſolution of the Mirian mo- 
narchy, 


CHAP. XXII. 
Of the Government of Judea, and Behaviour of the Jews during 


the Babyloniſh Captivity. Of Nebuchadnezzar*'s Dream, and 


its Interpretation by Daniel. 


\ 


Nebuchadnezzar's Conqueſt of | 


Egypt, and Death. Of the Succeſſors of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the Overthrow of Babylon by the Medes and Perſians. Of 
Darius, Cyrus, and the Exaltation of Daniel the Prophet; the 
Conſpiracy to take away his Life, and his miraculous Deliverance. 
Cyrus reſtores the Jews to Liberty, and they return to Judea. 
Of Cambyſes, Artaxerxes, and the Impoſtor Smerdis, &c. 
Of the Oppoſition of the Samaritans to the Jews Reſettling at 
Jeruſalem, and their Protedlion under the Perſian Monarchs. 


Of Xerxes and Artaxerxes. Of Eſther, Mordecai, and Ha- 


man. The Inſtitution of the Feaſt of Lots. 


8. OW long did Gedaliah 
govern 7udea? 

T. Geaaliah was appointed to re- 
ſide at Mizpah, a city in the tribe 
of Dan, on the eaſt of Jordan, 
whither he repaired immediately 
upon the departure of the Chaldeans, 
But he had not long taken the go- 
vernment into his hands, before 
1/hmael, of the blood royal, under 
pretence of a friendly viſit, flew 
him at his own table, together with 
all thoſe that were with him. 

S. Did 1hmael upon this ſeize 
upon the government ? 

T. No: for though he had made 
a previous league with Baalis, king 
of the Ammonites, for that purpoſe ; 


he was ſo cloſely purſued by Foha- 
nan, the ſon of Xareah, that he 
narrowly eſcaped with his life to 
Baalis. 

S. What became of Feremiah ? 

T. He abode ſtill in Judea : and 
when Jobanan conſulted him con- 
cerning his fleeing into Egypt, and 
carrying the remnant of the people 
with him, apprehending the ven- 
geance of the king of Babylon for the 
murder of Gedaliab; Jeremiah oppo- 
ſed this deſign, and endeavoured to 
diſſuade them from it, by promiſing 


them indemnity and ſafety, if the 


continued eaſy in their preſent habi- 
tations; but threatened them with 
ſword and famine if they ſhould diſ- 

U obey 
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- obey his voice, and go into Egypt. 
This remonſtrance had no effect on 

nan, but continuing obſtinate, 


e took Jeremiah and Baruch, with . 


the remnant of Judah, and de- 
parted for Egypt, where they con- 
tinued for ſeveral years, in great 
diſtreſs and affliction. 

S. How did the /Zews behave in 
Egypt ? 

T. They preſently gave them- 
ſelves up to the idolatrous worſhip 
of the land, and in particular wor- 
ſhipped the moon, called the queen 
of heaven, eggs 

S. In what part of Egypt did they 


fix themſelves ? 


T. At Migdol, over-againſt Baal- 


'zephon, near the Red- Sea; at Tah- 
panhes or Daphne, not far from Pe- 
luſſum; at Noph or Memphis ſituate 
above the parting of the Nile, or 
where the Delta begins ; and in the 
country of Pathros or Thebais, or 
the 1 52 Egypt, ſo called from the 
city Thebes, 

S. Could not Feremiah reſtrain 
them from idolatry ? 

. No: for though he denoun- 
ced judgments againſt them in ex- 
preſs terms; and foretold the con- 
queſt of Egypt, by Nebuchadnezzar, 
which came to paſs in the ſpace of 
eighteen years; they continued in 
their fins : and it is believed by 
ſome authors of good repute, that 
they ſtoned him to death. 


S. Was not Daniel, whoſe pro- 


phecies we have, alive, about this 
time? 

T. It is certain that Daniel, who 
was of the blood royal of the kings 
of Judah, was carried away in the 
firſt captivity of Judah, and in the 
reign of Jeboiatim. He, with three 

3 | 
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more youths, Hananiah, Miſbael, 
and Axariab, of diſtinguiſhed beau- 
ty, were put under the care of one 
Aſhpenaz, the maſter of the eunuchs, 
to be inſtructed in all the learning 
of the Chaldzans, eſpecially aſtro- 
nomy, and the interpretation of 
dreams; and on that occaſion, A 
penaz gave them the names of Bel- 
teſhazzar, Shadrach, Mejhac, and 
Abednego. 

Daniel ſoon diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by finding and interpreting adream 
of the king's, which he had forgot, 
and which none of his magicians 
were able to do, 

S. What was the dream? 

T. Nebuchadnezzar, as he ſtept,, 
faw a bright and terrible image, the 
head of which was gold, the breaſts 
and arms filver, the belly and thighs 
of braſs, the legs of iron, and the 
feet, part of iron, and part of clay, 
which image was daſhed to pieces. 
by a ſtone cut out without any hu- 
man art or ſtrength : after which 
the ſtone became a mountain, and 
filled the whole earth. 

S. How did Daniel diſcover this? 

T. He and his companions pray- 
ed to the God of Heaven, and the 
Almighty revealed it unto him. 

S. What is the interpretation of 
this dream ? | 

T. It ſignified the four great mo- 
narchies of the world, namely, the 
Aſſyrian, the Perſian, the Grecian, 
and the Roman, which ſhould 
deſtroy one another ſucceflively ; 
and that the laſt of them ſhould be 
deſtroyed by the kingdom of Chrif, 
which ſhould ſpread through the 
whole earth and endure for ever. 

S. Did not this gain him great 
credit and eſteem ? . 
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T. Nebuchadnezzar was ſo ſur- 
priſed thereat, that he not only made 
him rich preſents, but raiſed him to 
great honours, making him gover- 
nor of Babylon, and maſter of all 
the wiſemen thereof ; and at his re- 
queſt, placed his three friends in 

reat poſts under him; and was 
Larce reſtrained from giving him 
divine honours, 

S. Did this regard always conti- 
nue for Daniel and his friends ? 

T. No : for Nebuchadnezzar at 
his return from Syria and Paleſtine, 
from whence he brought great ſpoils, 
caſt an image in gold, probably of 
Jupiter, thirty yards high, and of a 
proportionate bigneſs, which he ſet 
up in the plains of Dura, near Ba- 
dyn; and enacted, that whoever, 
at the ſound of any muſical inſtru- 
ments, which were appointed to call 
the people together to the worſhip 
of this image, ſhould abſent him- 
ſelf, and not fall down and adore it, 
ſhould be thrown into a fiery fur- 
nace. But neither Daniel, nor his 
three companions, would ſubmit to 
any worſhip but that of the God of 
Heaven ; and therefore, were order- 
ed to be caſt immediately into the 
furnace, which had been heated to 
an extraordinary degree on this oc- 
caſion. 

S, Were they burnt ? 

T. No: for God ſent his angel, and 


protected them from the power of 


the fire; inſomuch that not an hair of 
their heads was ſinged; and they 
came out at the command of the 
king, without receiving any damage. 

8 Ae Nebuchadpezzar war a- 
gainſt Egypt ? rae nts 

T. Yes: for when he underſtood 


that Pharaoh-Hophra was depoſed, 


and one Ama/is was declared king in 
his ſtead ; taking advantage of their 
domeſtic feuds and troubles, he in- 
vaded their land, and laid waſte 
Egypt from one end to the other, 
and flew, or carried away captive, 
all thoſe he could meet with, that 
had been concerned in the murder 
of Gedaliah. 

S. Did he make Egypt tributary 
to him ? 

T. Yes: and commiſſioned A- 
maſis to be his vice- roy. 

S. How began the troubles in 
Egypt ? | 

T. Pharaoh- Hophra, whom ſome 
call Apries, on the loſs of his army 
in Lybia, on his return loſt the con- 
fidence and affections of his ſubs 
jets, and found himſelf in danger 
of being depoſed by an inſurrection 
againſt which he ſent Amaſis, one 
of his principal officers. But the 
revolters making him an offer of the 
crown, he accepted thereof, and 
took alſo the command of their for- 
ces. Hophra hereupon ſent Paler- 
bamis, a perſon of the firſt rank, to 
arreſt Amaſis; who returning with- 
out being able to execute his com- 
miſſion, Hophra commanded his 
ears and noſe to be immediately cut 
off, — This cruel and tyrannical 
treatment ſo exaſperated the reſt of 
his ſubjects, that they almoſt all 
forſook him : and having none to 
truſt to but an army of foreigners, 
he was vanquiſhed by Amaſis near 
Memphis, and carried priſoner to 
the city Sars; where they ſtrangled 
him in his palace. ; 

S. What did Nebuchadnezzar af- 
ter his conqueſt of Egypt ? 

T. He returned to Babylon ; where 
he dreamed that famous dream, 

U 2 wherein 
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wherein God repreſented to him the 
judgment he was determined to bring 
upon him; and which Daniel inter- 
preted to ſignify, That the king 
© ſhould be driven from his king- 
dom, and from among men; dwel- 
© ling and feeding ſeven years with 
© the beaſts of the earth; and after 
that ſhould be reſtored to his rea- 
* ſon and kingdom again. After 
which Daniel proceeds, Permit 
me, O king ! to adviſe thee to 
< atone for thy fins by an holy life, 
© and particularly by acts of mercy 
© to the poor; and to recommend 
© thyſelf to the mercy of God, that 
© ke may prolong thy tranquillity.” 
S. Was the dream fulfilled ac- 
cording to this interpretation ? 
T. Yes: for not long after, as 
the king was walking in the palace, 
admiring his own grandeur and ma- 
jeſty, and intoxicated with pride 
and vanity at the greatneſs and mag- 
nificence of Babylon, which he was 
ſurveying from his garden ; there 
came a voice from heaven, which 
told him, © That the kingdom was 
< departed from him ;* and imme- 
diately thereupon he was ſtruck by 
the hand of God; was driven from 
men, and did cat graſs with oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew 
of heaven ; his bair became like 
eagles feathers, and his nails like 
birds claws ; and continued in this 


ſad and forlorn condition for the 7 


ſpace of ſeven years : when being 
made ſenſible of his impotence and 
vanity, and of God's ſovereign 
power and dominion over all, his 
ſenſes returned to him again; his 
kingdom was reſtored, / and he was 
xe-inftated in his former majeſty. 
S. What acknowledgment did he. 
make to God for this mercy? 


3 
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T. He ſaid: Now I, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, praiſe and extol, and ho- 
nour the King of Heaven; all 
whoſe works are truth, and his 
ways judgment; and thoſe that 
walk in pride, he is able to abaſe, 
when he pleaſes. Beſides, he did 
further honours to the God of Hea- 
ven, and publiſhed this hiſtory of 
himſelf, and theſe ſigns and won- 
ders of the great God, throaghout 
all his dominions. 

S. How long did he live after 
this mercy ? 

T. He died in the forty-third 
year of his reign, with the charac- 
ter of being one of the greateſt 
princes of the Eaſt; and is ſaid to 
have excelled, even Hercules him- 
ſelf, in his enterpriſes and perfor- 
mances, 
| S. Who ſucceeded him in Baby- 

n? 

T. His ſon Evil-Merodach, who 
began his reign by extending his 
clemency to Jehoiachin the captive 
king of Judah, whom he releaſed 
from his confinement, after it had 
laſted thirty-ſeven years ; and pro- 
moted him to great honour in his 
palace, But he gave himſelf up to 
the practice of ſuch debaucheries 
and wickedneſſes, that his very re- 
lations conſpired againſt him, and 
put him to death, when he had 
reigned no more than two yeass. 
ehoiachin, his favourite, alſo moſt, 
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probably ſhared his fate. 

S. Who ſeized upon the throne 
at his death? _ 

T. The chief conſpirator, who 
was MNerigliſſar, his ſiſter's huſ- 
band. F 4 | 
S. Was there any king now in 
Tudah # | | 

OY T. No, 
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T. No. But here it muſt be re- 
membered, that long after the loſs 
of all authority, the Jews kept up 
the title of a king among them, and 
had a perſon deſcended of the houſe 
of David, who, by the name of 
the head of the captivity, was ac- 
knowledged and honoured as a 
prince; and, as far as it was con- 
ſiſtent with the government they 
lived under, he was inveſted with 
and exerciſed ſome fort of juriſdic- 
tion over them. Of this kind was 
Salathiel, the ſon of the above- 
mentioned Jebeiachin, who ſuc- 
ceeded his father in the captivity, as 
nominal prince of the Fews. 

S. How did Nerigliſſar rule in 
Babylon? 

T. His firſt care was to proſecute 
the war againſt the Medes. But 
their king Cyaxares, being aſſiſted 
with 30,000 Perſians, under the 
command of his nephew Cyrus, 
marched out to meet him, gave 
him battle, flew him, and totally 
routed his army. 

S. Who ſucceeded Nerigli//ar ? 

T. His ſon Laboroſoarchod, who, 
being a brute of a man, fell, at the 
end of nine months, a ſacrifice to 
the rage of his own ſubjects, who 
could not beat his cruelty and in- 
juſtice. 

S. How did his cruelty and in- 
juſtice appear ? 

T, I will inſtance in two parti- 
culars: he flew Gabrias, one of 
his prime nobility, becauſe he had 
thrown his dart with ſucceſs at a 
wild beaſt, when he himſelf had 
miſſed it. And he ordered Gadates, 
another nobleman, to be caſtrated ; 
becauſe one of his concubines had 
laid that he was an handſome man. 


S. Who obtained the crown of 
Babylon after this prince ? 

T. It was conferred on Belſbax- 
zar, grandſon to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and ſon to Evil- Merodach, by Ni- 
tocris, his queen. 

S. Did he enjoy the kingdom 
peaceably ? 

T. No: for the Medes and Per- 


ftans endeavoured to take advan- 


tages of the inteſtine broils of the 
Babylonians, and to revenge the af- 
front and damage Cyaxares had re- 
ceived from Nerigliſſar. Where- 
fore Belhazzar, notwithſtanding 
his diſſolute and abandoned way of 
life, took all proper precautions a- 
gainſt their forces, who were unit- 
ed to invade his country. But theſe, - 
after many conflicts, overthrew hin 
in a pitched battle. | 
S. Did they take Belſhazzar ? 
T. No: he retired into the city 
of Babylon ; but the city being ta- 
ken by ſurpriſe, after a two years 
ſiege, he was ſeized in one of. his 
midnight fits of drunkenneſs, and 
flain. . 
S. Was Daniel yet alive? | 
T. Yes: and God was pleaſed 
more particularly to reveal to him, 
in myſtical viſions, the whole courſe 
and ſequel of the government and 
kingdoms of the world, throughout 
all ages to come ; all which go- 
vernments he ſo exactly deſcribed 
and ſets forth with ſuch clear diſ- 
tinguiſhing marks that he ſeems to 
be rather an hiſtorian, giving an 
account of things paſt, than a pro- 
phet foretelling things to come. It 
was in the firſt year of Belſbaxxar 
he had his prophetic dream relating 
to the Chaldean, Perſian, Grecian, 
and Roman empires, which he fore- 
U 3 ſaw 
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ſaw under the repreſentation of four 
beaſts. In the third year of the 
ſame reign, he ſaw in a viſion Alex- 
ander the Great, under the figure of 
a he- goat; and Darius Codomannus, 
under that of a ram. And when 
Belſbaxzar was beſieged in his royal 
City, and was ſurpriſed at the mi- 
raculous hand-writing, which ap- 
peared on the wall of the palace 
where he was feaſting, Daniel be- 
ing ſent for, explained to him the 
divine judgment, which the words 
contained, and which none of 
the other wiſemen, magicians, or 
aſtrologers could interpret; he told 
the king, that becauſe he had ſa- 
crilegiouſly prophaned the veſſels 
taken from the temple at Jeruſa- 
lem (and conſecrated to the ſervice 
of the moſt high God) by his mid- 


night revels, and idolatrous ſongs, 


his kingdom ſhould be immediately 
divided, and given to the Medes 
and Perfians.— Which accordingly 
came to paſs that very night. 

S. How was Babylon ſurpriſed ? 

T. Cyrus being informed of the 
day of the annual feſtival, which 
the Babylonians kept in honour of 
their idol Sheſhack, and that they 
were accuſtomed to ſpend the whole 
night thereof in revelling and drun- 
kenneſs ; took the advantage of 
their ſecurity and inactivity on that 
occaſion, to turn the courſe of the 


Euphrates, where it entered the 


town; the channel being made ford- 
able thereby, he ordered a ſelect 
number of his forces to march up 
to the city; where by the conduct 
of Gadata and Gobryas, two deſert- 
ers, they were led directly to the 
palace, where they ſurpriſed and 


flew the king, and his company, in 
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the midſt of their cups, as had been 
foretold, Jer. li. 57. And thus 
ended the Chaldean empire, after 
it had ſubſiſted 209 years. 

S. Who poſſeſſed the kingdom 
of Babylon after this fatal overthrow 
and death of Belſbaxzar? 

T. It was tranſlated to Cyaxares, 
otherwiſe ſtilẽd Darius the Mede. 

S. Did not you ſay that it was 
conquered by Cyrus? a 

T. Ves: and Cyrus had the whole 


diſpoſition both of the military and 


civil affairs in his hands: but as 
long as his uncle Darius lived, he 
allowed him a joint title with him 
in this new empire; and, in defe- 
rence to him, yielded him the firſt 
place of honour in it. 

S. Did Daniel fall in the maſſa- 
cre at Babylon? | 
T. No: God not only preſerved 
him; but brought him into great 
reputation and the confidence of 
Darius, who made him his firſt 
preſident, in the new form of go- 
vernment which he inſtituted there, 

S. What form was that ? 

T. Darius divided the empire in- 
to 120 provinces, over which he ſet 
ſo many ſatrapes or governors ; 
who were to be accountable to 
three preſidents ; of which three 
Daniel was chief. 

S. How did Daniel n in this 
poſt ? 

T. There was no exception to 
his capacity nor juſtice. But envy, 
which every great and ſucceſsful 
man muſt expect to meet with, ſa 


infeſted the great men that were 


under him, that they formed a de- 
ſign to ruin him in the eſteem of 
their ſovereign ; and to take away 
his life, under the ſanction of the 


law, 
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law, which they had deceived the 
king into.—They knew that Da- 
niel was a diligent worſhipper of 
the God of Heaven; and believing 
that he would rather die, than de- 
part from his duty to God, and re- 
gularly paying his devotions, which 
he conſtantly performed three times 
a day, they ſollicited the new king, 
© covertly, under a ſhew of loyalty 
to his perſon, to decree, that who- 
ſoever ſhould aſk any petition of 
God or man, for the ſpace of thirty 
days, except of the king only, 


ſhould be thrown into the den of 


lions. The king miſled with this 
zealous mark of their affeCtion to 
his perſon, conſented. But 

Daniel regardleſs to this decree, 
continued to praiſe-and addreſs his 
God as uſual three times a day with 
his window open towards Feruſa- 
lem, according to the cuſtom of his 
nation. His enemies, who had 
watched him diligently, accuſed 
him hereof to the king, and de- 
manded judgment of the law to be 
executed on him. Darius though 
grieved hereat, was obliged to yield; 
yet expreſſing ſome hopes, that the 
God of Heaven would preſerve him, 
he, with his nobles, who were the 
proſecutors, ſealed the ſtone which 
was rolled on the mouth of the den 
with their proper ſeals. 

S. What became of Daniel? 

T. He was thrown into the den 
of lions, with the ſtone ſealed down, 
as above; but the next morning 
the king going with concern to en- 
quire his fate, and finding him alive, 
and untouched by the ſavage crea- 
tures, whoſe mouths God had ſtopt, 
cauſed him vo be taken up, and his 
accuſers, with their wives and chil- 


dren, to be caſt into the den ; who 
were inſtantly devoured. Hereupon 
Darius decreed, that the God 
whom Daniel worſhipped, and who 
had thus wonderfully preſerved him, 
ſhould be univerſally honoured, and 
ſeared throughout all his domini- 
ons. b 
S. Did Daniel maintain his cre- 

dit at court after this? 

T. It is certain that he did; for 
his credit and influence was ſo great 
at court, that he forwarded the re- 
ſtoration of the Jetus; whole ſe- 
venty years captivity was now near 
expiring. And while he humbly 
and earneſtly prayed to God, con- 
feſſing the ſins, and ſupplicating the 
reſtoration of his people Iſrael, he 
was aſſured by the angel Gabriel, 
in a viſion, not only that his inter- 
ceſſion was heard for the deliver- 
ance of Judah out of their tempo- 
ral captivity ; but that God would 
alſo, at the end of ſeventy weeks, 
or 490 years, (after the order given 
for rebuilding Jeruſalem) redeem 
his people from fin and Satan, their 
ſpiritual enemies by the coming of 
the Mefiah. 

S. How was their firſt deliver- 
ance accompliſhed ? 

T. Darius died ſoon after ; but 
Cyrus, who had married his only 
child, and, in her right, ſucceed- 
ed not only to the Babyloni/h em- 
pire, but to the kingdom of Perfia 
and Media, (and thus was the foun- 
der of the Per/gan empire) granted 
the Jes free liberty to return to 
their own country, and to rebuild 
the houſe of the Lord at Jeruſalem : 
and ordered 5 400 veſſels, which had 
been taken by Nebuchadnezzar out 
of the former temple, and perverted 
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to the ſervice of his God Bel, to be 
reſtored. Theſe favours he further 
backed with letters to the governors 
of the neighbouring provinces, 
commending the Jetos to them, and 
withal to aſſiſt them in that work; 
the Jeios who at this time returned 
to Jeruſalem, together with their 
ſervants, amounted to no leſs than 
49,697 perſons, 

S, Who were the chief leaders 
of the returning captives ? 

T. They were Zerubbabel and 
Foſhua. This Zerubbabel, who was 
alſo called She/bbazzar, was the ſon 
of Salathiel, the ſon of Fehoiakin 
king of Judah : and Jeſbua was the 
ſon of Fozadach, the ſon of Seraiah, 
who was high-prieſt, when Feru- 
ſalem was deſtroyed, and was put to 
death by Nebuchadnezzar at Rib- 
lah in Syria. Zerubbabel was made 
governor, by commiſſion from Cy- 
rus 3 and Joſhua ſucceeded to the 
office of chief prieſt. 

S. What did the Fes after their 
return? ö | 

T. They arrived in Judab about 
the beginning of April; and imme- 
diately diſperſing themſelves into 
the inheritances of their reſpective 
families, they ſet about the culture 
of their lands, which had lain de- 
ſolate 52 years, ever ſince the mur- 
der of Gedaliab. About the mid- 
dle of September they held a gene- 
ral aſſembly at Feru/alem; and built 
an altar and offered burnt - offerings 
thereon, and celebrated the feaſt 
of trumpets, the great day of expi- 
ation, and the feaſt of tabernacles. 
At theſe feſtivals, the free- will 
offerings made towards rebuilding 
the temple, amounted to 75, 500 1, 
ſterling, — T his ſum enabled the un- 
dertakers to buy up materials for the 


work, and to pay the workmen : 
ſo that the foundation of the temple 
was laid with great joy and ſolem- 
nity of the young people, about the 
20th of April, in the ſecond year 
after their return : but the ancient 
men amongſt them, who had ſeen 
the former temple built by Solomon, 
wept, becauſe it ſo little corre- 
ſponded with the magnificence of 
that ſtructure. | 

S. Did the work go on? 

T. The Samaritans, that mon- 
grel people ſettled in Samaria by 
Salmanaſſar, not being allowed by 
Zerubbabel to have any ſhare in the 
work, took the rejecting of their 
propoſal ſo heinouſly, that by ſlan- 
dering and miſrepreſenting their de- 
ſigns to the court, they found means 
to put a ſtop to the work, and had 
well nigh affected a total ſuppreſſion 
of it. So that for ſeveral years it 
went on ſlowly ; and, upon the 
death of Daniel and Cyrus, it was 
wholly intermitted, till the ſecond 
year of Darius Hy/taſpes. 

S. Where did Daniel die? 

T. He continued about the king's 
perſon ; who, after the taking and 
ſpoiling of Babylon, reſided in the 
fummer ſeaſon at Shuſhan or Suſa, 
and in the winter at Echatane. 
While Daniel was in the palace of 


Shuſhan he had ſeveral viſions : and 


here he died in the third or fourth 

year of Gyrus, about the 9iſt year 

of his age, leaving an immortal 

memory and moſt glorious charac- 

ter behind him. | 

x S. When and how did Cyrus 
ie ? 

T. Authors herein are much di- 
vided, ſome pretending that he was 
ſlain in an engagement with the 
people of Samos ; others, that he was 

taken 
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taken priſoner and hanged : while 
ſome affirm that he died of a wound 
in his thigh : others ſay, with great 
aſſurance, that Thomyris, queen of 
Scytbia took him in an ambuſh; 
and, after many grievous inſults, 
ordered his head to be cut off. But 
the moſt probable account is, that 
he died peaceably in his bed amidſt 
his friends, and in his own country, 
about ſeventy years of age, after he 


had reigned ſeven years from the 


death of his uncle and co-partner 
Darius. ' 

S. Who ſucceeded Cyrus ? 

T. His ſon Cambyſes, The re- 
building of Feruſalem was ſuſpended 
at the public ſollicitations of the Sa- 
maritans, during his reign, which 
laſted ſeven years and five months. 

S. How did he die? 

T. By the treaſon of one Pati- 
zithes, the chief of the magicians. 

S. Under what pretence was this 
done ? 

T. Cambyſes had a brother, by 
ſome called Tanaoxares, by others 
Smerdis and Margis ; of whom he 


grew jealous, and ſent him into 


Perſia, and gave private orders to 
put him to death there. When Cam- 
byes went upon the Egyptian expe- 
dition, he left the government in 
the hands of this Patizithes ; who, 
having a brother that much reſem- 
bled Smerdis, the ſon of Cyrus, 
(whoſe death had been hitherto con- 
cealed from the public) got him to 
perſonate him, and placed him on 
the throne under that denominati- 
on, and appointed heralds to pro- 
claim him king through the empire, 
by the name of Artaxerxes. 

S. Did this Artaxerxes give way 


to the oppoſition made by the Sa · 


maritans againſt rebuilding Jeruſa- 
lem | 
T. Yes: he repealed the edict of 


Cyrus for the rebuilding of that city; 


and prohibited their proceeding fur- 
ther therein. This order was vigo- 
rouſly enforced by the Samaritans 
until the coming in of Darius 
Hy/taſpes, who confirmed Cyrus's 
decree, and permitted the work to 
be carried on. 
S. Was the impoſtor Smerdis de- 
tected? 

T. Ves: for Otanes, a Perſian 
nobleman, miſtruſting him to be 
ſuppolitious ; and, having a daugh- 


ter who was a concubine now to 


this pretended Smerdis, as ſhe had 
before been to Cambyſes, engaged 
her, as a certain token he had to de- 
tect the fraud, to take the firſt op- 
portunity of diſcovering whether he 
had his ears; which ſhe informing 
him that he wanted, Otanes im- 
mediately aſſociated to himſelf fix 
others of the Perſſan nobility, a- 
mongſt whom was Darius Hyfaſpes; 
and entering the palace, flew both 
2 uſurper and his brother Patixi- 
FNes.. 


ears prove Smerdis an uſurper and 
impoſtor ? 

T. Becauſe Cyrus, for ſome crime, 
had cut off this magician's ears be- 
fore. | 

S. How was the government 


ſettled after the murder of Smerdis? | 


T. The ſeven princes, who had 
ſlain the uſurper, having firſt re- 
ſolved upon continuing the ſame 
form of government, which Cyrus 
had introduced ; afterwards as a 
means to avoid all diſputes and con- 
tention among themſelves about the 

love» 
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. ſovereignty, agreed to meet next 
morning, by the riſing of the ſun, 
[the deity which the Perſians wor- 
* ſhip) and to put the deciſion to the 
iſſue of this omen; that he of them 
* whoſe horſe ſhould firſt neigh, ſhould 
be acknowledged king.—This re- 
ſolution of theirs Dariuss groom 


being /acquaitited with; made uſe = 


of this device, to procure the go- 
vernment to his maſter. On the 
night before the election, he brought 
Darius's horſe to the place, where 
The. princes had appointed to meet, 
and there ſerved him with a mare. 
The effect was, that next morning, 
when the princes met together at 
the appointed place, Darius's horſe 
full of vigour and expectations of 
being ſerved again, came heighing 
up to them. On this, the reſt diſ. 
mounted, ſaluted Darius as their 
king, and placed him on the throne, 
S. Did the Fews find any favour 
under this new king! 
T. Upon the news of this revo- 
lution, the prophets Zechariah and 
Haggat encouraged the people to re- 
aſſume the building of the temple, 
and the walls of Feruſalem; and 
though their implacable enemies, 
the Samaritans, employed their in- 
fluence and intereſt with Tatna!, 
chief governor ' of Syria and Pa- 
lkeftine under Darius, to engage him 
to obſtruct the going on of the 
work; the Fes found fo much fa- 
vour with Tatnai, as to obtain 2 
fair hearing, and make a juſt re- 
preſentation of their eaſe to Darius; 
who, having been married to two 
of Cyrus's daughters, was diſpoſed 
to do every thing, that might tend 


to enhance the honour of that great 
prince: and therefore not only con- 
firmed the decree made before in fa- 


vour of the os by Cyrus ; but added 
a new one of his own, containing 
ſeveral additional favours and grants, 
and enforced the obſervance of the 
whole, under great pains and pe- 
nalties. | 
-&. Did the Jetus proceed in their 
work after this decree ? 
T. Yes: and it went on fo ſuc- 
ceſsfully, that in the ſixth year of 
Darius, on the third day of Adar, 
which anſwers to the 17th or 18th 
of February, the temple was finiſh- 
ed, and dedicated; and divine ſer- 
vice was performed therein the 
month following; when all the 
Jets that had returned from the 
captivity, ſolemniſed the paſſover, 
according to the law, with great 
feſtivity and gladneſs of heart.— 
But the Samaritans were diſpoſed 
to give them further oppoſition, by 
refuſing to continue the payment 
of the tribute, which Cyrus had a(- 
ſigned for the uſe of the temple; 
but - Darius confirmed the grant, 
and commanded them to give the 
Fetus no future trouble or cauſe of 
complaint on that head, 

S. Who were thoſe prophets you 
mentioned above ? 

T. The one was Zechariah, the 
ſon of Barachiab, and grandſon of 
lddo. The place and time of his 
birth is uncertain: but this we 
know, that he returned from Ba- 
bylon with Zerubbabel; and, very 
probably, he began to propheſy in 
the ſecond year of Darius, the fon 
of Hyfaſpes. He encouraged the 

2ws to go on, in oppoſition to the 
threats of the Samaritans, in the 
rebuilding of the temple, and gave 
them aſſurances of the divine pro- 
tection. He foretold and deſeribed 
the coming and perſon of the aal, 
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fab, in the plaineſt terms; and 


predicted the cruel war, which Anu. 
tiochus Epiphanes afterwards waged 
with the Jets ; and the ſevere 
judgments, which God would in- 


flict on that tyrant. He alſo fore- 


told the Jeiſb war with the Ra- 
mans, and the ſiege öf Babylon by 
Darius; the diſſolution of the old 
covenant, and the ſubſtituting of a 
new one under Chriſt, and the glo- 
rious ſtate of the Chriſtian church, 
and the calling and converſion of 
the Gentiles : the perſecutions which 
the Chri/tians ſhould ſuffer, and the 
ſevere puniſhment of their perſe- 
cutors, &c. So that the number, 
excellency and preciſeneſs of his 
prophecies made him be ſtiled, the 
ſun among the leſſer prophets. He 
began to propheſy about two 
months after Haggai, and was join- 
ed in the ſame commiſſion with him 
and Malachi, to animate the Fews 
courageouſly to carry on the build- 
ing of the temple, and the eſta- 
bliſhing the pure worſhip of God. 


Haggai was the other prophet ;_ 


who, in all probability, was born 
at Babylon, and returned to Feru- 


ſalem in the retinue of Zerubbabel. 


He joined with Zechariah in his ex- 
hortations for the rebuilding the 
temple; and, in particular, re- 
proached the Jews for their indo- 
lence, who, after they had laid the 
foundation of the temple, applied 
themſelves to the building of their 
own houſes, and by a careleſs and 
etiminal neglect, left the building 
of the houſe of God at a ſtand: 
and put them in mind, that the 
drought and famine, with which 
they had been afflicted ſince their 
return, were owing to their neglect 
in repairing the temple, 
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S. How long did Darius reign? 
T. He died in the 36th year of 

his reign; juſtly eſteemed for his 
great wiſdom, clemency and juſ- 
tice, He is honourably mention- 
ed, and diſtinguiſhed in holy writ * 
as a favourer of God's people; a 
reſtorer of his temple at Feruſalems 
and a promoter of his worſhip there- 
in. And for this God bleſſed him 
with a numerous iſſue, a long reign, ' 
and great proſperity: For though 
he was not ſo fortunate in all his 
wars againſt the Scythians and Gre- 
cians ; yet he reſtored and ſettled 
the empire of Cyrus, and added 
many large provinces to it; eſpe- 
cially thoſe of India, Thrace, Ma- 
cedon, and the iſles of the Jonian 
ſea. 

S. What children had Darius? 

T. Before he aſcended the throne, 
he had three ſons by his firſt wife, 
the daughter of Gobreas ; and four 
more by Atoſſa, the daughter of 
Cyrus, born to him after his acceſ- 
ſion : beſides daughters. By the firſt 
venter, Artabaſanes was the eldeſt; 
and Aerxes was the eldeſt by Atoſſa. 

S. Who ſucceeded him in the 
empire ? | | 

T. Artabaſanes claimed it as his 
right of primogeniture ; but Darius, 
now under the influence of Ateſſa, 
declared Xerxes his ſucceſſor. 

S. Did he favour the Jews? 

T. Yes: he confirmed all the 
former privileges granted to them 
by his father; and in particular he 
continued to them the tribute of 
Samaria, which had been appro- 
priated to the ſervice of the temple. 

8. Did Aerxes perform. any great 
and memorable erploits? 

T. Hg meditated an univerſal 
monarchy; and with that view he 

paſſed 
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paſſed over the Hell:ſpont with an 
army, conſiſting of 1,700,000 foot, 
and $80,000 horſe, beſides 20,000 
chariots and camels, in all 1, 800,000. 

And a fleet alſo, which confiſt- 
ed of 1220 ſhips of line of battle, 
and 3000 ſmaller veſſels, on board 
of which were 517, 610 men. So 
that theſe added to the land forces 
brought out of A/ia to invade Greece, 
make 2,317,610 men. 

He was joined, after he had paſ- 
Ted the Helliſpont, from the nations 
that ſubmitted to him, by 300,000 
land men, and 220 ſhips, which car- 
ried 24,000 marines. 

To which, if we add a propor- 
tional number of ſervants, women, 
ſuttlers, and ſuch-like people, who 
uſually follow and attend camps, 
we may compute the whole num- 
ber that accompanied Aerxes in this 
expedition, to be little leſs than 
g, ooo, ooo of ſouls; according to 
Herodotus, who lived at the ſame 
time. 

S. What ſucceſs had he with this 
mighty armament? 

7. He loſt moſt of his forces in 
the famous battle of Platæa, and a 
great many of his ſhips were loſt 
and diſperſed in the ſtreights of Sa- 
lamis; ſo that upon a precipitate 
flight, which he was obliged to make, 
arriving at the Helleſpont, and find- 
ing that his bridge of boats left there 
was broken and ſhattered by the 
ſtorms, he was glad to ſave himſelf 
in a poor fiſning- boat. 

S. How was he received at his 
return home? 

T. He was contemned by his 
own ſubjects; and ſoon after mur- 
dered by the captain of his guard. 
S. Who ſucceeded him? 


T. Not immediately. 
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T. His ſon Artaxerxes, ſirnamed 
Longimanus, and whom the ſerip- 
ture calls Aba ſuerus; the handſomeſt 
man of his age; and of a ſweet, 
mild, and generous diſpoſition.— 
This is the king, that, by the ad- 
vice of his nobles, divorced the 
beautiful Vaſbti, his queen, for re- 
fuſing to come when ſent for by 
him to appear before his nobles, at 
a public feaſt he had made in his 
palace in the city of Shuſhan. [ This 
city ſtood on the river Vai, not 
far from Babylon, and was founded 
by Darius Hy/taſpes.] After which 
he married Eber, the daughter of 
a Jew, and niece to one Mordecai, 
who was of the tribe of Benjamin, 
and one of the porters at the. royal 
gate ; though his nation and pedi- 
gree were not known at court. 

S. How did his ſubjects reliſh 
this diſgrace of Vaſbti? 

T. It was done with the advice 
of the princes; but Vaſbti had her 
creatures, amongſt whom were two 
great men, the king's chamberlains, 
who conſpired to take away his life. 
But their meaſures and conſpiracy 
by ſome means came to the know- 
ledge of Mordecai, who communi- 


cated them to queen Efther, and 


ſhe to the king, in Mordecai's 
name; whereby the conſpirators 
were timely ſeized, convicted, and 
executed. | 
S. Was not Mordrcai rewarded 
for this great ſervice ? 
| But pro- 
. ſo ordered it, that one Ha- 
ta proud Amalekite, of the 
poſterity of Agag, king of Amalek, 
who lived in the days of Saul; and, 
conſequently an inveterate enemy 
of the Jews) not contented _ 
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ſacrißcing Mordecai to his reſent- 
ment, who he thought, did not 
ſhew him ſufficient reſpect, being 
the king's favourite, but reſolved 
to make the whole nation of the 
7ews fall a victim to his rage. In 
order to which he obtained a de- 
cree to extirpate them out of the 
whole Per/ian empire ; having re- 
preſented them as a ſeditious people, 
deſpiſing the king's authority, and 
holding principles deſtructive.to the 
laws and good order of the govern- 
ment. But Efther the queen, being 
informed of this miſrepreſentation 
and wicked deſign of Haman, ſenſi- 
bly afflicted at the dreadful calamity 
of her people, threw herſelf at the 
king's feet, (at the time when ſhe 
was not called to him, and which 
was death by the law) and made her 
extraction known to the king, re- 
monſtrated againſt Haman's evil 
counſel, and intreated for her peo- 
ple; and, in a particular manner, 
recommended the great ſervices of 
her uncle Mordecai, with ſo much 
ſucceſs, that the king reverſed the 
decree, and ſhe obtained letters, 
impowering the 7ews to defend 
themſelves againſt all who ſhould 
attempt any thing againſt them, in 
cbnſequence of the decree obtained 
by Haman. And by that means 
they were ſaved. 

S. Did Eber make known her 
kindred, and her requeſt in their 
behalf, immediately to the king, 
when ſhe threw herſelf before him? 

T. Eſther at that time reſerved the 
purpoſe of her petition; and only re- 
queſted that the king with Haman 
would come the next day to a ban- 
quet ſhe had prepared for them. The 
king being come with Haman to the 
banquet, be preſſed her to declare 
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what ſhe had to deſire of him, aſ- 
ſuring her, he would grant it, even 
to half of his kingdom; but ſhe 
only renewed her former requeſt, 
that ſhe might be obliged with both 
their companies at a like entertain- 
ment the next day; and promiſed 
then to make known her petition. 
— This was a favour never granted 
to a ſubje to dine with the em- 
perors of Perſia; and therefore Ha- 
man's opinion of himſelf was much 
raiſed thereat: So that on his re- 
turn home, obſerving Mordecat paid 
him no reſpect as he paſled by, his 
fury and reſentment hereat became 
outrageous ; and, not doubting but 
that the king would upon his ap- 
plication next day grant him a com- 
miſſion to hang up Mordecai, he, 
with the advice of his wife, Or. 
ordered a gallows fifty cubits high 
to be erected immediately before 
his houſe for that purpoſe. 

S. What happened then? 

T. It pleaſed God, that the night 
after the king could not ſleep; and 
therefore he ordered the journals of 
the palace to be read to him. Here 
Mordecai's ſervice was recorded, 
which, as you was told before, had 
not been rewarded, So that when 
Haman came early in the morning 
with a deſign to obtain an order to 
hang Mordecai, the king, upon his 
entering the room, aſked him, 
What he would adviſe to be done 
to the man, on whom the king de- 
ſigned to confer marks of very great 
honour? Haman imagining that he 
was the perſon that the king de- 
ſigned thus to favour, anſwered, 
that the higheſt honour that could 
be done to ſuch a man, was to array 
him in the royal robes, and ſet him 
upon the king's horſe, with the. 
royal 
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royal diadem upon his head; and 
that one of the chief perſons in 
the kingdom ſhould lead the horſe 


through the chief ſtreets of the city, 
and proclaim before him, Thus ſhall 
it be done to the man whom the 
king delights to honour. The king 
hereupon orders Haman to make 
haſte, and do ſo to Mordecai the 
Few. Haman was obliged to obey. 
But as ſoon as this irkſome cere- 
mony was over, he returned with 
great ſorrow and mortification to 
his houſe, till he was ſent for to 
the banquet; at which, upon the 
king's motion, Efther, with the 
looks and language of an afflicted 


and humble petitioner, begged of 
him her own life and the lives of 


her people, whom Haman by his 
lyes and impoſtures had obtained an 
order to proſcribe and deſtroy, and 


© oppoſed herſelf ſo ſucceſsfully againſt 


Haman, that all the miſchief, which 
this inſolent favourite had prepared 
againſt Mardecai, and the Fews, 
fell. on his own head, and turned 
to the ſhameful ruin of himſelf and 
his family; for the king, who was 
naturally inclined to juſtice and 
mercy, troubled and aftoniſhed by 
Efther's remonſtrance, to what an 
exceſs his own credulity, and the 
cruelty of his favourite, had like to 
have carried him, roſe up in haſte 


from the table to walk in his privy 


garden, to ruminate on what he 
had done: Haman, ſenſible of his 
danger, had thrown himſelf upon 
the queen's bed, to ſupplicate her 
mercy; and the king entering into 


the chamber at the ſame time, and 


ſeeing him in this poſture, enraged 
at him, as if he would have forced 
the queen in his preſence, com- 
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manded him to be put to death int: 
mediately; and, being informed of 
the gallows, which Haman had pre- 
pared for Mordecai, ordered him 
to be hanged thereon ; and gave hig 
whole eſtate to his queen Eber; 
advanced Mordecai to great power, 
riches and dignity in the empire; 
and made him keeper of his ſignet. 
S. How did Haman diſperſe the 
king's decree againſt the Fews ? 
T. By the poſt, to all the lieute- 
nants and governors of provinces, 
S. Were there poſts at this time? 
T. Yes, and long before: for 


the Perſians, before the days of | 


Cyrus, uſed to communicate intel- 
ligences of public concern by cen- 
tinels placed on eminences at con- 
venient diſtances, who, with a very 
loud and ſhrill voice, expedited the 
knowledge of the public occurren- 
ces from one extremity of the king- 
dom to another. But Cyrus ſet up 
couriers, places for poſt-horſes on 


all high roads and offices, where 
they might deliver their packets to 


one another ; which were obliged 
to proceed with all ſpeed, both by 
night and day.—The Greets bor- 
rowed this cuſtom from the Per- 


fans: but Auguſius was the firſt of W 


the Romans that inſtituted poſts, 
who were firſt only running-foot- 
men; but were afterwards changed 
into chariots and horſes. Theſe 
poſts declined with the empire. And 
Charlemaigne endeavoured to reſtore 
them; though his ſucceſſors did not 
proſecute his deſign. Nor do we 
find any regular poſts till 1616, 
when count Taxis ſet them up in 
Germany, and obtained the title of 
poſt- maſter general: but now all 
nations ſeem to be well furniſhed 

. with 
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with this uſeful and neceſſary con- 
veyance. 

$S. Did the governors of pro- 
vinces put in execution the decree, 
which Haman obtained againſt the 


Jews f' 
7. The decree, according to the 


laws of the Medes and Per ſians, 
could not be reverſed: but the go- 
vernors, who were by this time in- 
formed of Efther's and Mordecat's 
intereſt with the king, ſhewed the 
Jews ſuch favour, that they flew 
25,000 of thoſe that aroſe up a- 
gainſt them: amongſt whom were 
the ten ſons of Haman. 

S. How did the Fews expreſs 
their gratitude to God for this ſig- 
nal deliverance ? 

T. They have to this day kept 
the 14th and 15th day of the month 
Adar, in memory thereof, by the 
name of the feaſt of Purim or Lots. 

S. In what manner is it kept? 

T. In reading the whole hiſtory 
of Haman out of an Hebrew parch- 
ment manuſcript. This reading is 
introduced by a form of prayer, on 
the evening before, as foon as the 
ſtars appear. The reader diſtin- 


guiſheth ſome particular parts there - 


of by an exalted, and at other times 
by a quick voice: And every time 
he repeats the name of Haman, the 
children, with great fury, ſtrike a- 
gainſt the benches of the ſynagogue, 
with the mallets t bring for 
that purpoſe. After they return 
home, they ſup that night on 
fpoon meat. Next day they riſe 
early, and begin the ſervice of the 
ſynagogue with the war of Amalet; 
then they-read again the book of 
E/ther, with the ſame ceremonies 
as on the night before; and con- 
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clude the ſervice of the day with 
curſes againſt Haman and Zereth 
his wife; with bleſſings on Mor- 
decai and Eſther, and with thankſ- 
givings to God for the preſervation 
of his people. | | 
The reſt of the day is obſerved 
ſoreligiouly, that they will not ſets 
or ſow any thing in their gardens: 
but they will play at draughts, and 
cheſs, &c, or they will ſpend their 
time in mufſe and dancing, until 
their feaſting takes place, in which 
they indulge themſelves to ſuch a 
degree, that it is commonly called 
the Bacchanals of the Fews ; for 
then they will drink to exceſs 
two days together. 
S. How did thaſuerus behave to 
the Jetus after this? 
Very kindly, He gave a com- 
miſſion ſoon after to one Ezra, (a 
man of great learning, excellently 
ſkilled in the knowledge of the 
icriptures, and a prieft deſcended 
from Seraiab the high-prieft, ſlain 
by Nebuchadnezzar, hen he burn- 
ed the temple) to take as many as 
pleaſed to accompany him to Jeru- 


- : 


ſalem, to reform the church, reſtore 


and ſettle the ſtate, and to regulate 
and govern both according to their 
own las. 
S. Did Ezra execute this com- 
miſſion? 
T. Ves: he ſet out from Baby- 
lan about the 15th day of March, 
with offerings from the king, &c. 
to the temple. He Halted in the 
country of Ava, or Abuva, for the 
Fews Sac were minded to join him 
from the Caſpian mountains; and 
arrived ſafe, with all their treaſure, 
under God's protection, at Feruſa- 
lem, on the 15th of July following, 
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S. What were the offerings he 
carried ? 

T. Six hundred and fifty talents 
of ſilver, or 243,750 pounds ſter- 
ling. Silver veſſels worth 37,5001. 
more. In gold coin 450,000 l. 
And twenty baſons of gold of 1000 
drachms, and two veſſels of fine 
copper as valuable as gold. 

S. How did Ezra find the Fews 
at 2% alem ? 

+ They had taken wives of o- 
ther nations contrary to the law; 
for which he inſtituted a faſt to 
deprecate God's wrath, and did not 
ceaſe, till he ſaw this evil practice 
reformed, and thoſe alliances broken 
off, and the women ſent away. 

S. How long did Ezra rule at 
Feruſalem ? 

Till the arrival of Nehemiah, 
the cup-bearer to Abaſuerus, Ezra 
held the adminiftration of both civil 
and eccleſiaſtical affairs. But upon 
his being appointed governor, Ezra 
confined himſelf to the care of ec- 
cleſiaſtical affairs only. 

This is he, of whom it is ſaid, 
that he reviſed and digeſted moſt 
of the books of ſcripture ; ſettled 
the canon of the old teſtament, and 
fixed the number of the books to 
twenty-two. | 

S. What did Nehemiah on his 
arrival at Feruſalem ? 

T. He immediately ſet about re- 
pairing the walls thereof, then ruin- 
- ous, and compleated them within 
the ſpace of fifty-two days ; not- 
withſtanding the oppoſition he met 
with from Sanballat, an officer of 
the Moabites, and from Tobiab, 2 
man of note among the Ammonites ; 
who, finding the work advance ſo 
faſt, in order to deter the Fetus 
from finiſhing it, ſtirred up the Sa- 
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maritans, and other neighbouring 
people, and reſolved to come upon 
the workmen with an armed force, | 
But Nehemiah getting intelligence 
thereof, oppoſed his vigilance againſt | 
their private conſpiracies ; charged 
the rulers and nobles to be alway; | 
in readineſs, and armed the work. 
men alſo, and exhorted them to 
repel force by force in caſe of need, 
and above all to truſt in God. When 
they found that their ſcheme wa 
thus fruſtrated, thoſe enemies pre- 
tended a reconciliation, and formed 
ſeveral deſigns and artifices to get 
Nehemiah into their hands; but 
without ſucceſs; ſo that he com- 
pleated the repairs of the walls, 
and ſet up the gates thereof, and 
dedicated them and the city, in 2 
ſolemn manner, unto the Lord. 

S. How did Nehemiah provide af. 


terwards for the ſecurity of the city! 


7. He committed the charge of 


the gates to the cuſtody of his bro- 


ther Hanani, and his truſty friend 
and marſhal Hananiah ; with or- 
ders never to open them till after 
ſun-riſe; to ſecure them ſafe at 
nights, by ſetting a watch of houſe- 
keepers to defend them, He alſo 
obliged the principal men of the na- 
tion to fix their reſidence in the 
city, and cauſed the reſt to caſt lots, 
whereby the tenth part of the eu 
were obliged to dwell at Jeruſalem, 
in order to people it, and to deſend 
it from the attempts of their ene- 
mies. 


S. How did Nehemiah adminiſter 


juſtice ? 


T. He aboliſhed uſury: and, to 
engage the monied people to a com- 


pliance in this redreſs, he remitted 


the allowance made him of forty 
ſhckels of filver per diem, the fur- 
nitur 
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niture of his table, his proviſions, 
and whatever elſe his office entitled 
him to, when he found it heavy 
and too chargeable to the people. 
And, to inſpire them with a ſpirit 
of benevolence and hoſpitality, he 
kept open houſe at his own charge, 
and at a great expence; and made 
many rich preſents to the temple. 

He ſummoned all the Jews to 
hear the book of the law, as com- 
pleated by Ezra, read and expound- 
ed; and engaged them to renew 
and ratify, in a moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, the covenant with God, ac- 
cording to the law. 

S. Did the Jews perſevere in 
this holy reſolution ? 

T. No: for no ſooner was Ne- 
hemiah returned to Babylon, which 
he was obliged to do by his promiſe 
to the king, within a certain time; 
but they relapſed into their old cor- 
ruptions. And even Eliaſbib the 
high-prieſt was weak enough to ad- 
mit Tobiab, their national enemy, 
to reſide in that part of the temple, 
where the offerings, and the other 
things appertaining to the prieſts 
and Levites, were depoſited ; having 
previouſly conſented to a marriage- 
alliance with him. 

S. What ſaid Nehemiah to this 
profanation? 

T. At his return he found Tobiah 
had ſo far inſinuated himſelf into the 
good opinion of the better ſort of 
people, and obtained ſuch an in- 
tereſt among them, by marrying 
his ſon Johanan to the daughter of 
Meſbullam, the ſon of Berechiah, 
who was one of the chief managers 
of the building of the wall of Feru- 
ſalem, under the direction of the 
ph and, by taking to him- 

the daughter of Shecaniah, the 
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ſon of Arah, another powerful man 
of the Jetos; that Nebemiah was 
obliged for ſome time to ſmother 
his reſentment. The firſt ſtep he 
took, was to read the law, in the 
hearing of all the people. When 
the reader came to that paſſage of 
Deuteronomy, ch. xxiii. 3. where it 
is commanded, that an Ammonite 
or Meabite ſhould not come into 
the congregation of God, or join in 
marriage with his people, even to 
the tenth generation z Nehemiah, 
perceiving the people to make the 
application to themſelves, urged 
them to caſt Tobiah's ſurniture out 
of the ſacred chambers, and to 
cleanſe them from this profanation, 
2 reſtore them to their proper 
uſe. 

S. Did Nehemiah meet with no 
other abuſes committed in his ab- 
ſence? 

T. Yes: he found the Levites 
and fingers had been driven from 
the temple, and obliged to ſeek a 
maintenance ſome other way, being 
robbed of their tythes. But Nehe- 
miah recalled and reinſtated them 
in their offices, and in the poſſeſſion 
of the tythes, which he obliged the 
people to pay. 

This ſacrilege was alſo followed 
with a profanation of the ſabbath : 
for the Jews carried on all man- 
ner of ſervile work, and permitted 
ſtrangers to ſell publickly their goods 
in Jeruſalem on that day. This 
abuſe he found more difficult for 
him to reform : for, though he could 
confine the Jes within the walls 
of Jeruſalem, and exclude the ſo- 
reigners, by keeping the gates ſhut 
on that day; he could not fo eaſily 
prevent the ſtrange merchants from 
taking up their quarters in-the ſub- 

X ur be 


306 


urbs without the walls of the city, 
and driving a trade with the coun- 
try people: ſo that he was obliged 
to threaten, if they returned any 
more, to take them into cuſtody; 
and ſor that purpoſe appointed a 
guard of Levites to ſtand at the gate. 

After Nehemiah had proceeded 
thus far with ſuccels, he reſolved to 
reform the ſtrange and idolatrous 
marriages, which had obtained a- 
mong them. For even the ſon of 
Faiada the high-prieſt, (for Eliaſbib 
was now dead) had married the 
daughter of Sanballat the Horonite, 

vernor of Samaria. But thou 
he found this ſtep very diſagreeable 
to the people; be proceeded with fo 
much reſolution and impartiality, 
mixt with ſome ſeverities, that when 
the ſon of Joiada, and ſome others, 
abſolutely refufed to put away their 
ſtrange wives, he obliged them im- 
mediately . to. depart the nation, 
which they are faid to have done, 
and to have ſettled in Semaria. Bit, 
Both the people and the prieſts 
fell again into all theſe enormities 
ſoon after the death of Nebemiab; 


zs may be collected from the words 


of Malachi, the laſt prophet under 
the law. 
S. Who was this Malachi ? 
T. Malachi was not the proper, 
but the generical name of a certain 
prophet, and ſignifies my angel, or 
my ger, Some of the an- 
cients ſuppoſe that Ezra was the 
perſon to whom this name Malachi 
is here properly to be attributed. — 
is is certain, he who is called 
Malachi was the laſt of the leſſer 
. prophets, and lived about 400 years 
fore Chriſt; of whoſe coming, as 


well as that of Fehn the Baptift, his 


_ The Hory BIB IE explained. 


fore-runner ; and of his religion 
and church ; he ſpeaks in full and 
expreſs terms. 
S. Who reigned all this time in 
Perſia ? | 
. There were ſeveral revoly- 
tions. Aerxes, his only fon by his 
2 ſucceeded Artaxerxes or A- 
aſnerus, This NXerxes was mur- 
dered by Sogdianus, when he was 
drunk, having reigned only 45 days; 
and Sogdranus was put to death by 
his brother Ochus, then governor of 
Hyrcania, aſter a reign of ſix months 
and 15 days. Ochus being ſettled 
on the throne, afſamed the name 


of Darius {Nothus.) His brother 


Ar ſites endeavoured to ſupplant him; 
but he fell in the attempt. Dartus, 
after having ſuppreſſed this, and 
ſeveral other inſurrections, ſwayed 
the Perfian ſceptre 19 years. 
S. When did Nehemiah die? 

7. The time is uncertain: but 
his laſt act of general reformation 
was in the 5th year of this Darius. 
He left behind him the book that 
goes under his name. 

S. Did Ezra write the book that 
goes under his name? 

T. It is certain that he wrote 
the four laff chapters: but it is ge- 
nerally believed, that he was only 
the publiſher of the ſix preceding; 
becauſe Ezra did not 5 to Feruſa- 
lem, till the reign of Artaxerxes ; 
whereas the author of thoſe fix 
chapters is ſaid to have been there 
in the time of Darius Hy/taſpes. 

$. Who was the author of the 
book of Efther ? 

T. It is moſt probably the work 
of the great ſynagogue, compiled 
from the memoirs of queen Eber 
and Mordecai. | 
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$. What do you mean by a ſy- 
nagogue ? 

T. The inſtitution of ſynagogues 
may be properly fixed in the time 
of the Babyloni/h captivity. When, 
the temple being 2 and the 
people ſcattered in a ſtrange land, 
the captives reſolved to meet in cer- 
tain houſes for public worſhip, and 
inſtruction in the law, on the Sab- 
bath-day. Theſe, being ſound con- 
venient, were continued, not only 


by the Jews of the diſperſion, but 


by them that returned to their own 
country, as proper places to aſſem- 
ble the people in, to hear the law 
read and expounded. 

As to the manner in which theſe 
ſynagogues were built; we may ob- 
ſerve that they generally were erec- 
ted upon ſome eminence. They 
were always covered over. Their 
inſide was furniſhed with a deſk or 
pulpit, in imitation of that men- 
tioned in Neher. viii. 4, for the per- 
ſon that read or expounded the law. 
The door always was at the weſt 
end, and oppoſite to it was a cheſt 
or preſs, wherein the law was kept, 
wrapped in a fine embroidered cloth. 
The ſeats for the men and women 
were ſeparate. The women fat in 
a gallery incloſed with lattices, 
The door-poſts without, and walls 
within, were inſcribed with fone 
ſignificant texts of ſcripture. 

Beſides the law, they uſed to read 


X 2 


the Shema, or certain portions of 
ſcripture out of Deut. and Numbers; 
and the prophets alſo, from the 
time that Antiochus Epipbunes pro- 
hibited the reading of the law. 
After the reading and expounding 
were finiſhed, any perſon of learn- 
ing or knowledge in the ſcriptures- 
might addreſs himſelf to the people 
on moral or divine ſubjects. 

The fixed and principal officers of 
the ſynagogue were called rulers; 
the miniſter was to pray in the name 
of the congregation; he was alſo 
called the Sheliach Zibblor, or angel 
of the church or congregation. The 
next degree was the Chazanim, o- 
verſeers or deacons, who had the 
charge and overfight of the ſyna- 
gogue, and all the things in it. 
Under them were the interpreters, 
who, upon reading the law in He- 
brew, immediately rendered it in 
Chaldee, which became the moſt 
common and intelligible language 
after the captivity. 

The times for aſſembling in the 
ſynagogue were morning, noon and 
evening, on all faſts and feaſts z and 
thrice a week befides at the ſame 
times of the day; which practice 
greatly contributed to preferve the 
Fews, aſter the captivity, from that 
proneneſs to idolatry, which their 


' forefathers had always ſhewn, by 


their ſo perpetually falling into this 
fin. 


CHAP. 
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C:H A P. XXIII. | 


The Affairs of the Jews from the Concluſion of the Hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament to the Coming of Chriſt. The Samaritan Temple 
on Mount Gerizzim. The Form of Government amongſt the 
Jews changed. The Conqueſt of Jeruſalem by Alexander the 
Great. He grants the Jews many Privileges, and deſtroys Sa- 
maria. The Jews conquered by Ptolemy Soter. And ill- 
treated by Philopater. God revenges their Cauſe. Hyrcanus's 


Profuſeneſs and Perfidy, &c. 
The Temp 


Sanhedrim. 


1 Obſerved that you have fi- 
niſhed the hiſtorical books of 


the Old Teſtament with the death 
of Nehemiah : how then ſhall I 


ews from 
that time, till the coming of Chriſt, 


know the affairs of the 


with which the New Teſtament be- 
gins? 

T. I will give you a brief account 
and connection of ſuch occurrences 
only, as may ſerve to give you a 
juſt idea of the ſtate of the Jews 
during this period. Thus, 

Vou muſt remember, that upon 
the expulſion of thoſe whom Nehe- 
miah had baniſhed ; becauſe they 
would not part with their. ſtrange 
wives; many of them ſettled in Sa- 
maria. Among theſe exiles there 
was the ſon of Joiada the high- 
prieſt, whoſe name was Manaſſeh. 
He having married the daughter of 
Sanballat, put himſelf under the 
protection of his father-in-law ; who 
after the death of Nehemiah, re- 
volted from Darius, and found 


means to obtain a grant from A. 


lexander to build a temple on mount 
Gerizzim, near Samaria, and to 
1 


The High- Prieſthood ſet to Sale. 


le is polluted, and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem ſlain. 
The War and Zeal of the Maccabees. 


The Origin of the great 


conſtitute Manaſſeh his ſon-in-law 
high-prieſt thereof; and this was 
the riſe of the ſchiſmatical conven- 
ticle of the Samaritans ; and of the 
inveterate hatred between the Sa- 
maritans and the Fews : for from 
the building of this temple, Sa- 
maria became the refuge of all re- 
fractory Fews. And though here- 
by the old ſuperſtition and idola- 
trous worſhip. of the land was re- 
formed to the worſhip of the God 
of Iſrael; they of Feruſalem would 
never conſider the Samaritan Jews 
otherwiſe than ſchiſmatics and a- 
poſtates. On the other hand, the 
Samaritans maintained that mount 
Gerixzim was the only proper place 
for the worſhip of God; they re- 
jected all traditions, and adhered 
only to the written ward contained 
in the five books of Moſes. 
Nehemiah's death was followed 
with a change of government at 
Feruſalem. Judæa had no longer a 
governor of its own. It was united 
to the præſecture of Syria; the ru- 
lers of which committed the admi- 
niſtration of both civil and ecelefi- 
aſtical 
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* Ir the Great takes Jeruſalem „Sc. zog 


aſtical affairs to the high - prieſt for 
the time being. | 

By this means the high-prieſthood 
became an office under the appoint- 
ment of the heathen power ; and, 
towards the latter end of Artax- 
trxes- Mnemon's reign, who ſuc- 
ceeded his father Darins Nothus, 
was conferred and diſpoſed of by 
the governor of Syria and Phæœni- 
cia. For Bagoſes, the governor, 
took upon him to diſplace Fohanan 
the high-prieft, in favour of the 
ſaid prieſt's brother Jeſbua. But 


though this nomination and appoint- 


ment did not take place, (for Jo- 
hanan ſlew Jaſbua in the inner court 
of the temple, as he endeavoured 
by force to poſſeſs himſelf of the 
high-prieſt's office in virtue of the 

vernor's commiſſion) yet it was 
attended with this bad conſequence, 
that Bagoſes incenſed at the news of 
this murder, came to Jeruſalem, 
and impoſed a heavy fine upon the 
nation, which continued ſeven 


years, or during all the reſt of his 


government, 

Artaxerxes Mnemon died of grief, 
at the brutality of his ſon Ochus ; 
who had ſo terrified his eldeſt bro- 
ther Ariaſpes, that he poiſoned him- 
ſelf, and had his younger brother 
Arſames aſſaſſinated, So that Ochus 
ſucceeded to the dignity and empire 
of his father. 

In the third year of Ocbus, about 
356 before Chrift, Alexander the 
Great was born at Pella in Mace- 
donia. Ochus having reigned 21 
years was poiſoned by his favourite 
Bagoat, who, in hopes of getting the 


power of the government into his 


own hands, put the crown upon the 
head of Arſes his youngeſt ſon ; 
whom alſo he poiſoned ſoon after; 


and raiſed Codomannus, a diſtant re- 
lation of the late king, to the throne. 
This new king took the name of 
Darius, and when Bagoas had alſo 
prepared a poiſonous draught for 
him, he obliged. him to drink it 
himſelf ; by which means he ſaved 
his own life, and puniſhed the trai- 
tor, | | 
It was about the ſame time that 
Alexander the Great ſucceeded to 
the kingdom of Macedon, on the 
death of his father Philip, (who was 
ſlain by a noble Macedonian Pau- 
ſanias, as he was celebrating the 
marriage of his daughter with Alex- 
ander king of Epirus ) before he ſet 
out upon the Grecian expedition a- 
gainſt Per/ia, in which he was cho- 
ſen captain-general of the united 
forces of Greece. 

Alexander alſo ſacceeded to that 
command by a new election. In 
one campaign he over- run all Aſia 
Minor : vanquiſhed Darius in two 
battles; took his mother, wife and 
children priſoners ; and ſubdued all 
Syria as far as Tyre, . 

During the ſiege of Tyre he de- 
manded the ſubmiſſion of the neigh- 
bouring provinces of Galilee, Sama- 
ria and Judæa. The two former 
ſubmitted to him: but Judæa ad- 
hered in their allegiance to Darius, 
ſo long as he lived. This brought 
upon them the wrath of the con- 
queror ; who, after he had taken 


. Tyre by ſtratagem, by carrying 


a bank ' from the continent to 
the iſland on which the city ſtood ; 
and had burnt the city to the 
ground, and deſtroyed the inhabi- 
tants in a barbarous manner ; he 
marched to Feruſalem with ven- 

ance in his heart. Upon his ap- 
proach thither, the high-prieſt Jad- 
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dus and all the city were under 
dreadful apprehenſions. And hav- 
ing no other reſourſe but God's pro- 
vidential interpoſition to fly to, they 
faſted and prayed; and God was 
pleaſed in a viſion to direct the 
high- -prieſt. clad in his pontifical 
robes, and attended with the prieſts 
in their proper habits, together with. 
the people in white garments, to go 
and meet Alexander on. an eminence 
beyond the city. 


As ſoon as Alexander ſaw this. 
proceſſion moving towards him, and 


the high · prĩieſt in the front, he was 


overawed, drew near, bowed down 


and ſaluted him in a religious man- 
ner; alleging, that he did ſo in re- 
gard to that God, whoſe prieſt he 


was: adding moreover, that a per- 
ſon habited like the high-prieſt, had 
appeared to him in a dream at Dio 


in Macedonia, encouraged him to 


invade Perſia, and aſſured him of 


ſucceſs. 

Jaddua conducted him into the 
city ; and having offered ſacrifices 
in the temple; ſhewed bim the pro- 
phecies of Daniel, concerning the 
overthrow of the Perſian empire by 
a Grecian king. 

Alexander was well ſatisfied with 
his reception at Jeruſalem ; and, at 


his departure, granted the Jews the 


free exerciſe of their religion, and 
an exemption from tribute every 
ſeventh year. 
well pleaſed with this behaviour, 
that upon his ſignifying that he 
would receive as many of them as 
would enliſt into his ſervice, great 


numbers entered themſelves, and 


followed him in his other expedi- 


The Samaritans alſo. went to 
meet him with great pomp and pa- 


The 7ews were ſo 
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rade, after he left Jeruſalem, and 
invited him to their city. But 4- 
lexander deferred their invitation 
and giving anſwer to their petition 
for certain privileges they ſued for 
till his return from Egypt; and left 
his favourite Andromachus governor 
of Syria and Pal:/line, 

Anqromachus coming afterwards 
to Samaria, to tranſact ſome buſi. 
neſs, was burnt to death in his 
houſe, which was purpoſely ſet on 
fire, it, was thought by the Samari- 
tans, in revenge of the ſlight which 
they imagined Alexander had ſhewn 
them. But as ſoon as Alexander 
heard thereof, he cauſed all to be 
put to death, whom he apprehend- 
ed bad any hand in the murder, ba- 
niſhed the reſt of the inhabitants 
from Samaria, and tranſplanted thi- 
ther. a, colony of Macedonians, and 
the reſidue of the country he gave 
to the Jews. 

Upon the ruins of the Perſian, 
Alexander had erected the Grecian 
or Macedonian monarchy. But com- 
ing to Babylon, after having con- 
quered the greateſt part of the then 
known world, he gave himſelf up 
to drunkenneſs and gluttony, and 
ſoon put an end to his life. 

With regard to the character of 
Alexander, it may be proper to ob- 
ſerve to you, that he was of a · bold 
and enterpriſing ſpirit; but more 
full of fire than diſcretion. His 
actions, though ſucceſsful, were ex- 
ecuted with a furious and extrava- 
gant temerity. His virtues, few in 
themſelves, were obſcured with ma- 
ny and much-greatet-vices. Vain- 
glory was his predominant paſſion ; 
and, the tables of the ancient Greek. 
heroes were the only charts by which 
he ayes his conduct. His drag- 

ging 
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ging Betis round Gaza ; his expe- 
dition into India; his drunken pro- 
ceſſion through Caramania, and 
taking to himſelf the name of the 
ſon of Jupiter, are ſo many vouch- 
ers of this aſſertion. And, were all 
his actions duly conſidered and eſti- 
mated, he would be properly cha- 
racteriſed the great cut-throat of the 
age, in which he lived; as all thoſe 
are ſuch, who delight in blood- 
ſhed, and who will ſacrifice ALL 
to obtain univerſal monarchy. 


Whereas, they. only are the true. 


heroes, who moſt benefit the world, 
by promoting the peace and wel]- 
fare of mankind. —In a righteous 
cauſe, or a juſt defence of a man's 
country, all actions of valour are 
worthy of praiſe ; but in all other 
caſes victory and conqueſt are no 
more than murder and robbery, 
Therefore Alexander's heroiſm is 
to be avoided, and not to be fol- 
lowed, and deſerves abhorrence and 
ignominy, inſtead of honour and 
glory. - 
Alexander was no ſooner dead, 
than Ptolemy Soter ſeized upon Z- 
gypt. He had for ſome time en- 
deavoured to gain Syria, Phœnicia 
and Fudze, out of the hands of 
Laomedon, whom Alexander had ap- 
pointed governor in the room of 
Andromachus, who was burnt; but 
having, invaded them by ſea and 
land together, he took Eaomedon 
priſoner, and made himſelf maſter 
of all thoſe provinces, except Ju- 
dæa; which, upon the account of 
allegiance to the ſurviving gover- 
nor, refuſing to yield, felt after- 
wards the ſeverity of the conqueror. 
Far he underſtanding that the Jews 
would rather ſuffer death, thau take 
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arms to defend themſelves on their 
Sabbath, ſtormed Jeruſalem, took 
it without reſiſtance on that day, 
and carried above 100,000 of them 
captives into Egypt. 

From this time we may date the 
Jets ſubjection to the kings of E. 
gypt. In the fifth year of this Pro- 
lemy's reign, Onias the Fewiſh high- 
prieſt died ; and was ſucceeded by 
his ſon Simon the Fuft, whoſe praiſe 
is recorded in Ecclus L. 1. Cc. 
Simon the Juſt was high · prieſt 
nine years, and compleated the ca- 
non of the Old Teſtament ;- adding 
to it the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Eſther, Malachi, and the two'books 
of Chronicles; he was aſſiſted here- 
in by the great ſynagogue, His ſon 
Onias being a minor, Bleazar his 
brother ſucceeded to the high- 
prieſthood. | | 

Ptolemy Soter was ſucceeded by 
his ſon Ptolemy Philadelphus, who 
finiſhed the muſæum or college of 
learned men, and the famous libra- 
ry at Alexandria in Egypt, begun 
by his father, and which/contained 
oo, ooo volumes; amongſt which 

placed an authentie tranſlation 
of the book of the law: this tranſ- 
lation was finiſhed by the orders of 
Eleazar the high-prieſt; and is cal- 
led the Septuagint, on account of 
the joint labour of LXXII trauſla- 
tors emploved therein; 

Ptolemy Philadelphus died in the 
39th year of his reign, and in the 
62d year of his age. He was 4 
learned prince, and a great patron 
of learning. So that men of learn- 
ing flocked to his court ſrom all 
parts, and partook of his favour and 
bounty.—Amongſt theſe were the 
poets Theocritus, Callimachus, Lyco- 

X 4 phron 
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phron and Aratus, and Manetho, the 
Egyptian hiſtorian. But though 
Zoilus would have infinuated him- 


| ſelf into his graces, his ſnarling wit, 
and bitter and il|-natured criti- 


ciſms, drew upon him a general 
odium, the averſion of all men, 
and king Ptolemy's indignation. 


Ptolemy Euergetes ſucceeded his 


father Ptolemy in Egypt. At the 
fame time Onias the Juſt ſucceeded 
the fon of Simon the Fufi in the 
pontificate at Jeruſalem ; who grew 
very old, weak, inconſiderate and 
covetous. And Euergetes under- 
ſtanding that the high-prieſt had for 
many years withheld the tribute 
(which was annually to have been 
paid) ſent Athenton, an officer of his 
court, to Jeruſalem to make a de- 
mand of it, being a very large ſum. 

This demand backed with threa- 
tening to drive them out of their 
country in caſe they refuſed, threw 
the whole nation into great confu- 
fion. And one Jeſeph, nephew to 
the high-prieft, by his ſiſter's ſide, 
having ſharply rebuked his uncle 
for this act of injuſtice, and his ill 
management of the public weal, 
propoſed Onias's going in perſon to 
Alexandria, and, upon his refuſal, 
offered to go himſelf to make ſub- 
miſſion, and pacify the king. This 


- Expedient was accepted by the high- 


prieſt, and approved by the people. 
Foſeph all this time had entertain- 


ed Athenion in a moſt elegant man- 


ner at his own houſe ; and, at his 
departure, made him ſuch valuable 
preſents, that when he arrived at 
Alexandria, he found the king pre- 
pared much in his favour to receive 
him. He made himſelf alſo further 


acceptable to the king by informing 


him concerning the ſtate and in. 
come of the revenues of Cœeſyria 
and Phœnicia, whoſe value he had 
made himſelf maſter of, by conver- 
ſing with the farmers, with whom 
he had travelled for ſome days on 
his way to court ; and on his out- 
bidding theſe more than double, he 
was admitted the king's receiver-ge- 
neral of Cœloſyria, Phœnicia, Judæa 
and Samaria. He immediately ſa- 
tisfied the king for the arrears due 
from his uncle, with five hundred 
talents, which he borrowed at A 
lexandria, on the credit of his new 
office. This office he enjoyed 22 
years; though he met with great 
oppoſition at his firſt collecting, till 
he had brought ſome of the ring- 
leaders to exemplary puniſhment. 
All things were again compoſed 
at Jeruſalem ; and Philopator hav- 
ing ſucceeded his father Ptolemy 
Euergetes in Egypt, and defeated 
the army of Antiochus the Great, 
in the fifth year of his reign he vi- 
ſited Jeruſalem, among the other 
cities, which by this conqueſt he had 
regained. But this had like to have 
been very unfortunate for the Jews : 
for Philopator, being led with a 
vain curioſity to enter into the Sanc- 
tuary, and the Holy of Holies, 
where no one but the high-prieſt 
was allowed to enter, on the great 
day of the expiation, he was oppoſed 
by the voice and cries of the peo- 
ple: and, when he perſiſted in ad- 
vancing beyond the inner court, he 
was ſeized with ſuch a ſudden terror 
and conſternation, that he was ob- 
liged to be carried back, in a man- 
ner, half dead. He recovered how- 
ever, but when he left the city he 
vowed revenge : and accordingly, 


upon 
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upon his return to Alexandria, he 
deprived the Ferws of all their civil 
rights and privileges, obliged them 
under pain of death to be ſtigmati- 
ſed with a burn, repreſenting an 
ivy-leaf, in honour of Bacchus; and 
excluded all from his preſence, that 
would not ſacrifice to this God, — 
He alſo commanded as many Jews, 
as could be found in Egypt, to be 
brought up and incloſed in the Hip- 
podrome, or place for horſe-races, at 
Alexandria, to be devoured by ele- 
phants. But God turned the wild 
beaſts upon thoſe that came to be 
ſpectators of this dreadful carnage ; 
ſo that numbers of them became 
victims to their cruel curioſity, and 
were ſlain, This judgment ſo ter- 
rified the king and bis ſubjects, 
with other tokens which appeared 
of the divine diſpleaſure and power, 
that Philopator immediately not on- 
ly releaſed the Fews from the Hip- 
podrome, but reſtored the whole na- 
tion to their former privileges, re- 
verſed the laws againſt them, and 
gave them leave to put thoſe Fews 
to death, who, for fear of perſecu- 
tion, had baſely apoſtatiſed from 
their religion. 

Ptolemy Philopator was ſucceeded 
by his ſon Ptolemy Epiphanes, then 
only five years old. The minority 
of this prince gave Antiochus the 
Great an opportunity to regain 
Czloſyria and Paleſtine. In theſe 
expeditions the Jes had done ſuch 
ſignal ſervices to Antiochus, that in 
return he granted them the privi- 
lege of living according to their 
own laws and religion ; and a pow- 
er to prohibit ſtrangers from enter- 
ing within the ſept of the temple, 
&c, But as ſoon as Ptolemy grew up, 
Antjochus made peace with him, and 


gave him his daughter in marriage, 
with Cœleſyria and Paleſtine for her 
portion. On this occaſion, Fo/eph, 
who had been Ptolemy's receiver- 
general in thoſe provinces, and 
diſplaced by Antiochus, was re- 
ſtored. | 
Ptolemy in a ſhort time had a ſon 
born to him; and it being cuſto- 
mary on ſuch occaſions for all the 
great officers of ſtate to go and con- 
gratulate the king and queen, and 
to make them preſents ; Joſeph, 
whoſe age would not permit him 
to take ſo long a journey, ſent his 
ſon Hyrcanus : he having an un- 
limited credit given him by his fa- 
ther, upon his arrival at Alexan- 
dria, borrowed 1000 talents, or 
200,000 J. ſterling, With this 
money, he bought 100 beautiful 
boys for the king, and as many 
beautiful young maids for the queen, 
at the price of a talent per head ; 
and preſented them with each a ta- 
lent in their hands; and diſpoſed of 
the remaining ſum among the cour- 
tiers and great officers. This 
neroſity of his recommended him 
ſo effectually to the king and queen, 
and all the court, that he found it 
an eaſy matter to ſupplant his fa- 
ther, in being colleQor of the royal 
revenues in all the country beyond 
ordan ; and obtained the commiſ- 
on for himſelf. | 
Hyrcanus, after he had thus abu- 
ſed the truſt repoſed in him by his 
father, went with a ſtrong guard to 
execute his office ; and, being met 
by his brothers, he killed two of 
them; and coming to Feruſalem, 
his father refuſed to admit him to 
his preſence ; and he was ſhunned 
and abhorred by every body. Upon 
the death of his aged father, 1 
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Happened ſoon after, he endeavour- 
ed by force to eject his brethren, 
and poſſeſs himſelf of the paternal 
eſtate. Theſe meaſures diſturbed 
the peace of Feruſalem for a while; 
till at laſt his brothers, aſſiſted by 
the high-prieſt, and the bulk of the 
people, drove him beyond Jordan, 
where he lived for ſome time in a 
ſtrong caſtle ; but at length in de- 
ſpair, he fell upon his own ſword, 
and became his own executioner, to 
avoid the ſeverity of that puniſh- 
ment, which Antiochus Epriphanes, 
upon his ſucceſſion to the throne of 
Syria, threatened him with. 
Antioebus the Great, falling by 
the hands of the inhabitants of Ety- 
mais, as he attempted by night to 
plunder the temple of Jupiter Belus, 
in order to raiſe money to make 
good his engagements to the Ro- 
mans; his fon Selevens Philopator 
ſucceeded him in the provinces of 
Syria and Judæa, c. and reſided 
at Antioch. Fy 
Seleucus, on his firſt coming to 
the-government, continued to the 
ews the privileges allowed them 
his father; but being afterwards 
informed by one Simon, a Benjamite, 
that there was great treaſure in the 
temple, he ſent thither Heliodorus 
his treaſurer, to pillage it, and to 
- bring the wealth thereof to Antioch. 
Heliodorus in attempting to execute 
this commiſſion, was ſtruck down 
by angels on entering the temple, 
and was carried from thence half 
dead; but by the prayers of Onias, 
he was ſoon after reſtored to his 
health :, and returning to Seleucus, 
he magnified the holineſs of the 
temple, and confeſſed the power of 
God dwelling in it. 
This ſame Heliodorus afterwards 
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poiſoned Seleucus, with a view to 
obtain the kingdom to himſelf, 
But he was fruſtrated therein by 
Eumenes, king of Pergamus, and 
his brother Attalus, who ſet Antis- 
chus Epiphanes, ſon of Antiochus the 
Great, on the throne of Syria. 
Epiphanes, at his acceſſion to the 
throne, finding himſelf hard preſſed, 
endeavoured to raiſe the heavy tri- 
bute impoſed by the Romans by all 


manner of exactions. Amongſt o- 


ther means, which he deviſed for 
this purpoſe, he made fale of the 
pontificate, and depoſed the good 
and pious high-prieſt Onzas, and diſ- 
poſed of it to his brother 7aſon, at 
the yearly rent of 360 talents; and 
afterwards he depoſed Jaſon, and 
ſold it to his brother Menelaus, who 
had bid 300 talents more for it. 

| Khnibes, finding himſelf ſtreigh- 
tened to raiſe the annual ſum he 
had contracted for, aſſiſted by Lyſi- 
machus, another of his brothers, he 
robbed the temple of many gold veſ- 
ſels; which he turned into money 
to pay the king; and there with alſo 
he bribed. Andronicus, the governor 
of Antioch, to murder his brother 
Onias, leſt at any time he ſhould 
ſtand in his way. At the inſtances 
of the people, Andronicus was ſeized 
and executed for this villiany and 
murder; and Lyimachus was put to 
death by the mob at Jeruſalem. 
But Menelaus, by means of bribery 
and other corrupt methods, was not 
only acquitted of thoſe crimes, but 
had addreſs and influence enough to 


obtain ſentence againſt, and the ex- 


ecution of the three delegates, that 
went from eruſalem to proſecute 
him in the name of the Sanhedrim. 


But, 


While Antiochus was engaged in 


the 
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Antiochus's cruel Treatment of the Jews. 


the war againſt young Ptolemy Phi- 
lometer in Egypt, Jaſon, on a falſe 
report, which had been ſpread a- 
broad, that the king was dead, got 
together a thouſand men, and with 
theſe ſurpriſes Jeruſalem, drives a- 
way Menelaus, and cruelly puts to 
death, all that he thought were ad- 
verſaries. 

The neus of this revolution and 
maſſacre reaching Antiochus, he 
haſted to reduce the Fews to their 
obedience. And, in his way, being 
informed that the inhabitants of 


Jeruſalem had made great rejoicings 


at the report of his death, he was 
ſo provoked thereat, that, having 
taken the city by ſtorm, he flew 
40,000 perſons, and fold as many 
more for ſlaves ; and entering into 
the temple, profaned the ſanctuary, 
and ſacrificed a ſow upon the altar 
of burnt-offerings, and cauſed the 
broth or liquor thereof to be ſprink- 
led all over the temple. He pilla- 
ged the temple alſo of as much gold 
and furniture as amounted to 800 


talents of gold. On his return to 
Antioch, he made one Philip, a moſt 
flagitious man, and cruel in his diſ- 
polition, governor of Judæa; and 
Andronicus, as bad a man, governor 
of Samaria ; and continued Mene- 
laus, the moſt infamous of all, in 


the pontificate. And, as if the 
wicked and oppreflive meaſures and 
practices of theſe men were not 
ſufficient to ſatisfy his rage, he, not 
long after, ſent an army of 22,000 
men, under Apollonius his general, 
with a commiſſion to put all the 
men of Jeruſalem to the ſword, and 


to make ſlaves of the women and 


children: which was rigorouſly ex- 
ecuted on a ſabbath · day; ſo that 
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none eſcaped, but ſuch as hid them- 
ſelves in caves, or fled to the moun-- 
tains. | 

This cruelty did not ſtop here, 
but ſoon after purſued the Jews, 
wherever diſperſed. . For, by a ge- 
neral decree to oblige all people 
within his dominions to conform to 
the religion of the king, one Athe- 
neus, a Grecian idolater, was pitch- 
ed upon to receive and inſtruc; all 
the Jetos that would turn idolaters, 
and to puniſh with the moſt cruel 
deaths ſuch as ſhould refuſe. Now 
it was that the temple was dedica-. 
ted to Jupiter Olympus; the books 
of the law were burned ; and wo» 
men, accuſed of having. their chil- 
dren circumciſed, were dragged a- 
bout the ſtreets with theſe children 
tied about their necks, and both 
together thrown headlong over the 
higheſt part of the wall. For, many 
of them choſe rather to ſuffer death, 
and undergo the moſt” cruel tor- 
ments, than to renounce their God, 
and offer ſacrifice to idols, As the 
holy zeal, and religious fortitude 
and martyrdoms of the aged and 
pious Eleazar, a chief doctor of 
the law; and of the heroine $Sa/o- 
mona, and the ſeven Maccabean bre- 
thren her ſons, do teſtify ; whom 
neither the view of the iaſtruments 
of death, nor the exquiſite. tortures 
practiſed on their brethren before 
them could terrify, nor the allure- 
meats of the tyrant could perſuade 
to forfeit their integrity, and de- 
pendance upon the Almighty, by 
the leaſt inſtance of idolatry or dif- 
ſimulation. 

Mattathias, great grandſon of A 
monens, and à prieſt” of the ficſt 
courſe, retired with his fave ſons, 
| Jon, 
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2 Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and 


onathan, from the perſecution at 


Jeruſalem, to a little place called 
Modix in the tribe of Dan but as 
ſoon as they were diſcovered there, 
Antiochus ſent one Apelles to com- 
pel the inhabitants thereof, on pain 
of death, to turn idolaters.— This 
officer in delivering his commiſſion, 
endeavoured to perſuade Mattathias 
to embrace idolatry, by making a 
tender of the king's favour, and 
promiſing him great advancement 
and riches: which the prieſt 
not only rejected with diſdain; but 
flew the firſt Je, that dared to 
approach the idolatrous altar ; and 
then, turning upon the king's com- 
miſſioner, diſpatched him likewiſe 
and all his attendants ; aſſiſted here- 
in by his ſons, and thoſe that had 
aſſembled themſelves to him. After 
this he put himſelf at the head of as 
many 7ews as he could collect; 
and having deſtroyed the idols and 
altars of theſe idolaters, he retired 
into the mountains. Here, while 
he was taking meaſures for their 
common defence, he was joined by 
a great party of Aſidæans, a valiant 
and pious people, inured to hard- 
ſhips, and who were reſolved to ha- 
zard their lives in the recovery of 
the temple: with theſe, and the 
acceſſion of great numbers of other 
Jews, Mattathias found himſelf in 
a Capacity to take the field ; and 
aboliſhed that ſuperſtitious cuſtom 
of not defending themſelves on the 
ſabbath-day, which - had been one 

eat cauſe of their having been be- 

e ſurpriſed and deſtroyed by their 
enemies; and exhorts them to aſ- 
ſert their privileges, and deliver 
their country from bondage. 
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After this Mattathias quitted his af 


holds in the mountains, and march- 
ed boldly round the cities of Fudah, 
pulled down the heathen altars he 
met with, and reſtored the true 
worſhip of God, and the rite of 
circumciſion among the Jews ; and 
cut off as well the apoſtates as the 
late perſecutors of their brethren 
that fell in his way ; and dying in 
the 146th year of the Seleucides, he 
eſtabliſhed Fudas Maccabeus his ſon, 
captain-general of the people who 
refuſed to adhere to idolatry ; and 
was buried at Modin greatly lamen- 
ted of all J/rael. 


Judas, who had ſignaliſed him - 


ſelf on former occaſions for his great 
valour, was diſtinguiſhed by the 
title of Maccabeus, which by ſome 
is interpreted Congueror in the Lord, 
and by others ſuppoſed to be an ar- 
tificial word, made up of the initial 
letters of Judas's motto on his ſtan- 
dard, which in Engliſb is, Hho is like 
unto thee among the gods, . O Jeho- 
vah ? And having taken the com- 
mand of his — upon him, he 
proſecuted the good work of refor- 
mation, begun by his father; and 
took all neceſſary meaſures, by for- 
tifying towns, building caſtles, and 
placing ſtrong garriſons therein, to 
maintain the liberty and indepen- 
dency of the ſtate, and purity of 
the religion of his country againſt 
all foreign oppoſition and corrup- 
tion. | 

| Apollonius was ſent by Antiochus, 
with an army which he had raiſed 
of Samaritans and Gentiles againſt 
him. But Apollonius was killed, 


and his troops defeated ; and Juda. 


finding Apollonius's ſword among 
the ſpoils, reſerved it to himſelf, 
and generally fought with it ever 
ter. 


The 
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The Wars and Government of the Maceabees. 


The news of Apollonius's defeat 
having reached Caloſyria ; Seron, 
deputy-governor of that province, 
collected what forces he could, and 
invades Judæa. Judas engages him, 
ſlays 800 of his men on the place, 
and puts the reſt to flight. 

Antiochus hereupon raiſed a nu- 
merous army, conſiſting of 40,000 
foot, and 7000 horſe, beſides auxi- 
liaries, from the neighbouring na- 
tions, and the apoſtate Jetos, un- 
der the command of Ptolemy- Mac- 
rou, Nicanor and Gorgias, three 
eminent commanders, and invaded 
Judea. 

Upon their advancing as far as 
Emmaus, about ſeven miles from 

eruſalem ; Judas, who may be 
ſuppoſed at that time beſieging, or 
at leaſt blocking up Jeruſalem, then 
in the hands of the heathens, retir- 
ed to Mizpeh. Here the whole army 
addreſſed themſelves to God; and 

udas having exhorted them moſt 
pathetically to behave manfully, and 
fight for their religion, laws and 
liberties ;3 gave all thoſe leave to 
withdraw, that had built houſes, or 
betrothed wives within the year, or 


that were in any degree fearful. 


Hereby his army was ſo reduced, 
that he found himſelf at the head 
of no more than 2000 men. 

With theſe however he was re- 
ſolved to give the enemy battle. But 
God was pleaſed to give him an eaſy 
victory: for while Gorgias was de- 
tached with 5000 foot and 1000 
horſe to attack in the night his lit- 
tle army, Judas being informed of 
their deſign, marched off privately 
by another way, furpriſed the ene- 
my's camp in the abſence of Gor- 


gias, killed 3000 men, put the reſt 
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to flight, and took the camp. Gor- 
gias, not finding the Fews in their 
encampment, proceeded to the 
mountains, ſuppoſing . they were 
fled thither for ſafety, But, not 
meeting with them there, was at 
his return much ſurpriſed at what 
had happened; and his troops hear- 
ing that Judas waited to give them 
a warm reception in the plains, 
flung down their arms and fled. 
Judas purſued and killed 6000 of 
them, and wounded and maimed 
moſt of the reſt. This victory o- 
pened to him the gates of Zeruſalem, 
where he and his army celebrated 
the next day, which was a ſabbath, 
with great devotion and thankſ- 
giving. | | 

Timotheus and Bacchides, gover- 
nors or lieutenants under Antiochus, 
marched immediately to the aſſiſt- 
ance of Gorgias ; but they fell a ſa- 
crifice to the valour and conduct of 
Fudas, who, by the ſpoils taken 
from the enemy, was enabled the 
better to carry on the war. 

This defeat was ſucceeded by an- 
other of Lyſias, the governor of all 
the country between Euphrates and 
Egypt. He had penetrated as far 
as Bethſura, a ftrong fortreſs, a- 
bout twenty miles from Jeruſalem, 
threatening to deſtroy the country 
with an army of 60,000 foot and 
5000 horſe. But he was defeated 
alſo by Judas with 10,000 men only. 

This victory giving him ſome re- 
ſpite, he purified the temple, re- 
ſtored the true worſhip of God, re- 
moved all the prophanations, built 
an altar of unhewn ſtones, and re- 
placed therein the furniture that 
Antiochus had carried away out of 
the gold, and the rich ſpoils taken 
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feaſt of dedication ſhould be kept 
annually, in commemoration there- 
of for ever, about the 20th of No- 
vember which feſtival is ſuppoſed, 
with the very juſteſt reaſons, to 
have been the feaſt of dedication, 


have attended, 

Hlis next care was to ſubdue the 
Fortreſs on mount Aera, which A- 
pollonius. had erected to command 


in the power of the heathens, gave 
them great opportunities to annoy 
the Jett that went to worſhip in 
the temple. But not having men 
enough to ſpare to form a blockade, 
be oppoſed to it another ſortificati- 
on, which he erected on the moun- 
tain of the temple. 

When the account of this revolt 
and ſucceſs of the Jews under Judas, 
had reached Antiochus, who was en- 
gaged in an expedition againſt Per- 
fa, he threatened utterly to deſtroy 
- the whole nation, and to make Je- 
ru/alem the common place of burial 
to all the Jews. But God viſited 
him with a ſudden and ſore diſeaſe, 
in which he ſuffered moſt racking 
and excruciating pains and gnaw- 
ings in his bowels ; his privy parts 
became ulcerated, and ſwarmed 
with an innumerable quantity of 
worms; and he ftunk ſo, that he 
became nauſeous to himſelf and of- 


was at the ſame time tormented 
with the moſt direful apprehenſions, 
and haunted by apparitions of evil 
ſpirits, ready to devour him; in 
the agonies of a hopeleſs deſpair, he 
confelled he was plagued, for the 
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in this war. Thus he dedicated the wrongs done to Jeruſalem; and 
temple again; and ordered that a acknowledging the juſtice of God 


iwhich our bleſſed Lord is ſaid to. 


the temple; and which being yet 7 


fenſive to all about him. His mind 


in his puniſhment, he died under 
the moſt horrid agonies of body 
and mind, .in the twelfth year of 
-his reign. 
Judas Maccabæus began now to 
conſider of the form of govern- 
ment to be eſtabliſhed among them; 
and for this purpoſe called a general 
aſſembly, which was held at Ma/- 
pba, whereat they adopted their 
ancient form, It is probable, that 
udas about this time conſtituted 
the high court of the Sanhedrim, in 
which was a ſettled Vaſi, preſidentor 
prince, who was the high-prieſt for 
the time being: an Abbeth-din, or 
father of the houſe of judgment, 
who was the preſident's deputy ; 
and a Chacam, or the wiſeman, 
who was fſub-deputy : the other 
members compoſing his court were 
called elders or ſenators ; and con- 
ſiſted of men of untainted birth, 
good learning, and profound know- 
ledge in the law, and were taken 
indifferently from among the prieſts 
and laymen. Theſe in particular 
were impowered to decide all pri- 
vate controverſies of a difficult na- 
ture, religious affairs; and impor- 
tant matters of ſtate. | 
This court was properly the ſe- 
nate or great council of the nation ; 
and it grew into great power under 
the adminiſtration of the Aſ/monean 
princes; and was in great authority 
in the days of our Saviour's mini- 


Lyfias, who had been ſo ſhame+ 
fully routed by Fudas, having the 
care of Antiechus's fon, called An- 
tiachus Eupater, then about nine 
years old, ſet him on the _—_— 
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The Exploits of Judas Maccabens. 


2nd took upon himſelf the admini- 
ſtration of the government and the 
tuition of the young king. Inveſted 
with this power, he joined with the 
neighbouring Idumæuns and other 
nations, Who were enemies to Ju- 
dah, in a deſign to extirpate the 
whole race of Iſrael. 

udas being informed of this con- 
federacy, reſolved, as the beſt means 
to defeat their meaſures, to carry 
the war into dumæa. With this 
view he entered their country by 
Acrabatene, a canton of 7xdea, near 
the ſouthern extremity of the Dead 
fea, where he defeated and ſlew near 
20,000 of the enemy ; and falling 
afterwards upon the children of 
Bean, another tribe of the Idumæ- 


ans, he killed 20,000 more, routed. 


their army, and took their ſtrong 
holds. Hence, paſſing over Jordan 
into the land of the Ammonites, he 
defeated theſe people in ſeveral en- 
gagements ; ſlew great numbers of 
them; and took the city of Jaba- 
zah, which lay at the foot of mount 
Gilead, near the brook TJazah ; 
after which he returned home. 

Soon after his return to Judea, 
one Timotheus, a governor in thoſe 
parts, brought together a numerous 
army againſt him. But Judas giv- 
ing him battle, overthrew him with 
a very great ſlaughter, and purſued 
him to Gazara, in the tribe of 
Ephraim; took the city, and flew 
therein Timotheus, with his brother 
Chereas, the governor, and Apollo- 
phanes, another great captain of the 
Hrian forces. | 

Whilſt Judas was thus fuccefs- 
fully carrying on the war, with the 
troops under him, the nations round 
about Gilead, fell upon the Jews, 


. 
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who lived in the land of Teb; 
and, having ſtain 1000 of them, 
and taken off their goods, with. 
their wives and children gaptives, ' 
they drove the reſidue to take ſhel- 
ter and refuge in the ſtrong fortreſs 
Dathema in Gilead; where Timo- 
theus (probably the ſon of him ſlain 


at Gazara) ſhut them up with a 


numerous army, and laid ſiege to 
the place ; while the inhabitants of 
Tyre, Sidon and Ptolematis were ta- 
king meaſures to cut off the Tetos, 
that lived in Galilee. 

In this dangerous and critical 
juncture, Judas by the advice of 
the Sanbedrim, divided his army in- 
to three parts, and taking with 
himſelf his brother Jonathan and 
80co men, marched to the relief of 
the Gzleadites : whilſt his brother 
Simon with 2000 more went into 
Galilee ; and Foſeph was left with 
the command of the reſt of the 
troops to protect Feruſalem, and 
cover the country round about, 
with orders to remain wholly on 
the defence, till Judas and Simon 
ſhould return. 24S 

In their march to Grlead, Judas 
and Jonathan attacked and took 
Baſſora, a town of the Edomutes ; 
flew all the males therein, plunder- 
ed and burat the town, and releaſ- 
ed a great number of Jews there 
who were reſerved to be put to 
death as ſoon as Dathema ſhould be 
taken. Arriving after unexpected - 
ly before Dathema, by a forced 
march which they made in the 
night, Judas and Jonathan made 
fo ſudden and vigorous an aſſault 
upon Timotheus, that they put his 


whole army to flight, and killed 


$009 of them in the purſuit, And 
| where · 
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- where-ever they came, they relea- 
ſed all the eus they found impri- 
ſoned, as they had done at Baſſora. 
The troops under Simon deteated 
alſo in ſeveral engagements the e- 
nemy in Galilee; drove them out 
of the country, and purſued them 
with very great ſlaughter to the 
gates of Ptolemais. But Joſeph, 
who contrary to orders had left Je- 
ruſalem, was with his army put to 
fight by Gorgias, governor of Syria, 
and loſt 2000 men in an ill-pro- 
jected expedition he made againſt 
Famnia, a ſea- port on the Medi- 
terranean. 

Lyſias by this time had aſſembled 
an army of 800,000 men, eighty 
elephants, and what horſe there was 
in the kingdom ; and marched in 
perſon with theſe againſt Judas. 
Both armies met at Bethſura, and 
Joining battle, Ly/zas loſt 11,000 
foot, 1600 horſe, and the reſidue 
were put to flight. 

This victory was followed with 
2 peace between Judas and Lſias, 
in the name of the young king ; 
by which the decree of Epiphanes 
obliging the Jews to conform to 
the Gentile idolatry, was revoked, 
and the Fews permitted to live ac- 
cording to their own laws. 

However this peace was ſoon 
broken by the people of Joppa and 

amnia, who cruelly treated and 
murdered the Fews, that lived a- 
mongſt them. Judas informed here- 
of, came and ſurpriſed Joppa by 
night, burned their ſhipping, and 

t to the ſword ſuch as eſcaped the 
fire and went and ſet fire to the 


haven of Jammia alſo, and burned 


all the ſhips in it. 


ti = Timotheus, who had fled before 
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this conqueror at Dathema, and way 
diſſatisfied with the late peace, had 
brought together an army of 
120,000 foot, and 2500 horſe, in 
order to invade the Jews in Gilead, 
But Judas hearing of the intention 
of this armament, marched againſt 
him ; in his way having defeated a 
ſtrong party of wandering Arab, 
and made peace with them; and 
taken the city Caſpis, (which was 
Fleſbon in the tribe of Reuben) and 
deſtroyed the inhabitants thereof; 
with Caraca alſo, and the garriſon 
conſiſting of 10,000 men put to the 
ſword ; he came up with Timotheus 
near Raphon on the river Jabboc; 
gave him battle,and killed 30,0000f 

is men, and took him alſo priſoner; 
and purſuing thence the remains 
of his routed army to Carnion, in 
Arabia, he took that city, and kil- 
led 25,000 more of Timotheus's for- 


ces. - But Timotheus obtained his 


liberty, on condition that he would 
ſet free and releaſe the Jews who 
were taken captive, in all the places 
where he had power. 

As Judas returned to Feruſalem, 
he took by ſtorm the city of Ephron, 
which had been ſtrongly garriſoned 
by Lyſias; here he put 25,000 to 
the ſword, and having plundered 
the, city, razed it to the ground ; | 
becauſe the inhabitants refuſed him 
a paſſage through it. The great 
ſucceſles of this campaign were con- 
cluded with ordaining a ſolemn day 
of thankſgiving in the temple at 
Feruſalem, 

udas afterwards carried the war 
into the ſouth of [dumea/; where 
he diſmantled Hebron, the metro- 
polis of that country; and paſſin 
thence into the land of the Ph 


: tines, 


The Exploits of Judas Maccabzus: 32T 


tines, took Azotus or Aſbdod, de- 
ſtroyed their idols, and plundered 
their country ; from hence he re- 
turned to Fudea, in order to re- 
duce the fortreſs of Acra, which 
was ſtill in the hands of the king of 
Syria, and in time of war ſerved to 
infeſt thoſe that reſorted to the tem- 


e. 
2 Judas prepared to beſiege it in 
form; but Antiochus marched to its 
relief with an army of 110,000 
foot, 20,000 horſe, 32 elephants, 
with caſtles on their backs full of 
archers, and 300 armed chariots of 
war: and in his way through [4u- 
mea, he laid ſiege to Bethſura ; 
which at laſt was forced to ſurren- 
der, after Judas, who had come to 
its relief, and killed not leſs than 
4000 of the enemy, by ſurpriſe, in 
the night. In this aſſault Judas loſt 
his brother Eleazar, who was cruſh- 
ed to death by the fall of an ele- 
phant, that he had ſtabbed. Judas 
upon this, retreated and ſhut him- 
ſelf up with ſome more of his 
friends in the temple. | 

The king and Lyſas who were 
both preſent in the Syrian army, 
muſt have forced Judas to ſurren- 
der, had not Philip, to whom Epi 
phanes at his death committed the 
guardianſhip of his ſon, taken the 
opportunity of this abſence of theirs, 
to ſeize upon Antioch, and wreſt the 
government of the Syrian empire 
into his own hands, 

Upon the news of this rebellion 
Lyſias ſtruck up a peace immedi- 
ately with Judas, upon honourable 
and advantageous terms to the 
Jewiſh nation: but, though it was 
ratified by oath, Eupator ordered 
the fortifications of the temple to be 


demoliſhed. 


It was in this war that Menelaus, 
the wicked high · prieſt, fell into diſ- 
grace with Lyſias, while he was 
ſpiriting up theſe heathens to deſtroy 
his own people: and, being con- 
victed of projecting and fomenting 
this expedition of the Jetus, Lyſias 
ordered him to be carried to Ber- 
hea, a town in Syria; where he 
was thrown into a high tower with 
aſhes in it, and in which there was 
a wheel, which continually raiſed 
the aſhes, till the criminal was ſuf- 
focated, —This was a puniſhment 
in uſe among the Perſians for cri-- 
minals of a higher ſtation in life. 
This wicked high-prieft was ſuc- 
ceeded by Alcimus, as wicked a per- 
ſon, promoted thereto by Antiachus 
Eupator. 

Eupator returning home, ſoon 
put an end to this defection and in - 
ſurrection, by killing the uſurper 
Pbilip in a battle, and routing his 
party. But he did not ſucceed fo 
well againſt Demetrius, the ſon of 
Seleucus Philopater, who now ap- 
peared, and claimed the kingdom 
in right of his father, the elder bro- 
ther of Epiphanes. 

This Demetrius had been ſent to 
Rome, as an hoſtage, in exchange 
for his uncle Antiochus Epiphanes, 
the ſame year his father died ; and 
Antiochus, returning at that inſtant, 
was declared king, in prejudice to 
Demetrius. Demetrius had often 
ſollicited the aſſiſtance of the Roman 
ſenate, under whom he was educa» 
ted, to reſtore him to his kingdom 
but reaſons of ſtate ſwayed with 
them rather to confirm Eupator, a 
minor, in the government, than to 
aſſert the right of one of a mature 
underſtanding, Failing in this ap- 
plication to the ſenate, Demetrius 

Y reſolved. 
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reſolved to throw himſelf upon Pro- 
vidence; and leaving Rome private- 
ly, he got ſafe to Tripolis in Syria. 


- Here he gave out that he was ſent 


by the Romans, and was to be ſup- 
ported by them with forces, to en- 
able him to take poſſeſſion of his 
father's kingdom. This ſtratagem 
had its deſired effect: for there en- 
fued a general deſection from Eupa- 
tor to Demetrius : and the ſoldiers 
who had therein ſeized on Eupator 
and. Lyſias, would have delivered 
them up into his hands : but De- 
metrius thought it adviſable not to 
admit them to his preſence, but 
having ordered them to be put to 


death, he found himſelf ſettled in 


the quiet poſfeſſion of the whole 
kingdom. 

During this ſpace, the Jews en- 
joyed an uninterrupted peace; but 
having refuſed to acknowledge Al- 
cimus as their high-prieſt, for hav- 
ing apoſtatiſed in the time of the 


| Perſecution ; Alcimus addreſſed him- 


felf to the new king Demetrius, and 
obtained his protection againſt Ju- 
das Maccabeus ; and by falſe ſug- 
geſtions and mifrepreſentations ſo 
exaſperated the king againſt Judas 


and his party, that Demetrius or- 


dered Bacchides to march an army 
into Judæa, to confirm Alcimus in 
the pontificate. _ 55 
Alcimus was alſo joined in com- 
miſſion with Bacchides to carry on 
the war in Fudea; and upon the 
promiſe of a ſafe conduct having 
got the ſcribes and doctors of the 
law into their power, put fixty of 
them to death, in. one day. Bac- 
chides left Alcimus in poſſeſſion of 
the country, with ſome forces for 


his ſupport ; with which he com- 
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mitted many outrages and murders, 
and did much miſchief. Another 
large body of troops, which he had 
ſollicited, was ſent under the com- 
mand of Nicanor to his aſſiſtance, in 
order to deſtroy Judas, and diſperſe 
his followers, and to ſupport him 
effectually in the high · prieſthood. 

Nicanor, who had experienced 
the good conduct and valour of Ju- 
das as a general, propoſed a com- 
promiſe : but Alcimus expecting 
more advantage to himſelf by a 
war, went again to the king, and 
perſuaded him to oblige Nicanor to 
renew the war, and ſubdue Fudas. 
— The war was carried on for ſome 
time with various ſucceſs, till Ni- 
canor was killed in a pitched battle 
near a village called Bethoron; and 
his whole army conſiſting of 35,000 
men having thrown down their 
arms, took to flight, and were cut 
off in the purſuit. 

Upon this victory a day of ſolemn 
and public thankfgiving was appoint- 
ed, and an anniverſary memorial 
thereof orderedto be obſerved every 
ſucceeding year, in order to perpe- 
tuate the ſame. 

Judas finding how faithleſs the 
Syrians were in their obſervance of 
treaties, thought by entering into a 
league of mutual amity and de- 
fence with the Romans, his nation, 
from ſo powerful an ally, would 
find ſecurity againſt the perfidy of 
thoſe people. — Faſon and Eupolemus 
were ſent to Rome, upon this am- 
baſſage, and ſoon had the ratifica- 
tion of a treaty of mutual defence, 
Sc. between the two nations con- 
firmed and granted to them; with 
a letter to Demetrius, requiring him 


to deſiſt from giving the ews any 
giving 19 — 


Judas Maccabzus ſſain in Batth, 


further diſturbance, as he reſpected 
the power, and protection the Ro- 
man arms would afford to the Jews, 
now their allies. But, while this 
league was negociating, Demetrius 
had ſent Bacchides with Alcimus, 
and a numerous army, to revenge 
the defeat and death of Nicanor.— 
At this time Judas had no more 
than a body of 3000 men left to 
oppoſe them ; and of theſe, all but 
$00 deſerted him, at the report of 
the number and ſtrength of the e- 
nemy. Yet Fudas, full of confi- 
dence in the- providence of God, 
and the goodneſs of his cauſe, fol- 
lowed by this handful of brave men, 
charged the enemy, and broke their 
right wing, where Bacchides com- 
manded in perſon, and purſued them 
with great ſlaughter as far as the 
mountains of Azotus; and muſt 
have gained a complete victory, had 
not his little army been followed 
and encompaſſed by the left wing. 
Finding themſelves thus ſurrounded 
and attacked with ſo ſuperior a 
force, the Fews bravely refolyed to 
ſell their lives at a dear rate; and 
Judas being killed, ſuch as ſurviy- 
ed him ſaved themſelves as well as 
they could by flight. 

'The body of Judas was carried 
off by his brothers Simon and Jona- 
than, and buried in the ſepulchres 
of his anceſtors, at Modin, with 
great funeral pomp and honoury, as 
he deſerved. 

Bacchides, after this ſucceſg, be- 
came maſter of the whole country, 
and treated the adherents of the 
Maccabees, with ſo much cruelty, 
that Jonathan at the head of his 
diſtreſſed aſſociates retired to the 
wilderneſs of Teta. This little 


323 


army of his was here encamped with 
a moraſs on one ſide, and the river 
Jordan on the other. Hither Bac- 
chides purſued them; and having 
ſecured the paſs to their encamp- 
ment, attacked them on their Sab- 
bath, and loſt a thouſand men in 
the aſlault, befere the Maccabees 
broke and gave way; and being at 
length ovetpowered with numbers, 
they threw themſelves into the ri- 
ver, and eſcaped by ſwimming to 
the other fide, without being pur- 
ſued. | 
About this time Alcimus died 
ſuddenly of a palſy ; and Demetrius 
having received the letter from the 
ſenate of Rome, commanding him 
to deſiſt from vexing the Fews, re- 
called Bacchides ; ſo that Jonathan 
hereupon found himſelf in a con- 
dition to bring his affairs into better 
order. But this ſtate of reſt laſted 
only for two years : for the male- 
contents invited Bacchides to re- 
turn, and promiſed to favour and 
ſupport him in the enterpriſe, and 
to deliver up Jonathan to him. But 
before this confederacy and conſpi- 
racy took place, * had in- 
formation thereof; and ſeized and 
put to death fifty of the princi- 
pal conſpirators. When Bacchider 
with his army arrived, Jonathan 
and his brother Simon were prepared 
to oppoſe and defeat the meaſures 
that had been concerted by him and 
his friends, and fo diſtreſſed and 
harraſſed his army, without ſuffer- 
ing them to come to a pitched bat- 
tle, that Bacchides wearied out 
hereby, put ſeveral of thoſe that 
had invited him to undertake that 
expedition to death; and making 
peace with the Maccabees, reſtored 
T8 What 
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what priſoners he had made, and 
obliged himſelf by oath never more 
to moleſt or invade the Fews. 
When Jonathan found himſelf 
delivered from this enemy and in 
quiet poſſeſſion of Judæa, and that 
there was nothing now to fear from 
Bacchides, Be puniſhed the apoſtate 
Jets with death; reformed the 
church and ſtate; and rebuilt the 
walls about the temple and city of 
Feruſalem. The high - prieſthood, 
which had now been vacant ſeven 
years, he was inveſted with at the 
nomination of Alexander; who, by 
the aſſiſtance of the Roman ſenate, 
and the management of one Hera- 
clides, had claimed the crown of 
Syria in right of his pretended fa- 
ther Antiochus Epiphanes. 
Fonathan, (though Demetrius 
made him more advantageous of- 
fers, yet ſuſpeAing that theſe pro- 
miſes of his were not real, but on- 


ly applied to ſerve his preſent pur- 
poſe) accepted Alexander's propo- 


ſals. Which was ſo acceptable to 
the new king, that after he had 
beat and ſtain Demetrius, and was 
become maſter of the whole Syrian 
monarchy, he invited Jonathan to 
be preſent at his marriage with Cleo- 
patra, daughter of Ptolemy, king 
of Egypt; and, beſides other great 
perſonal honours, conferred on him 
the poſt of general of all his forces 
in Judæa, Perfia and Syria, with 
the government of that province. 
This proſperous ſituation of Jong- 


turbed by Apallonius, governor of Cæ-· 
_—_ - for taking part with young 


. Demetrins, the fon of Demetrius, 


the late king, (who had concealed 
himſelf with his brother Antiochus in 
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Crete, during the late troubles, and 
was now landed in Cilicia, with an 
army of mercenaries) had collected a 
numerous army, and marched as far 
as Jamnia, to reduce Jonathan, and 
give him battle. Jonathan went out to 
oppoſe him with a body of 10,000 
men; laid ſiege to and took Joppa, 
in ſight of the enemy ; afterwards 
gave Apollonius battle; beat him and 
purſued his brokenforces to Azotus ; 
where he killed 8000 men, ſet fire 
to and deftroyed the temple of Da- 
gon, with the city, and put the in- 
habitants to the ſword. This good 
ſervice of his ſo engaged Alexander's 
reſpe and confidence, that he gave 
him the golden buckle, (a mark of 
diſtinction uſed by the royal family 
of Perſia and the city and territo- 
tories of Efron. 

After this, a ſurpriſing revolu- 
tion happened in Syria. Alexander 
had called in to his affiftance his fa- 
ther-in-law Ptolemy Philometor ; but 
he having received information that 
Alexander had ungratefully conſpired 
his death, he took away with him his 
daughter Cleopatra, and gave her tu 
Demetrius; and, turning his arms a- 
gainſt Alexander, he ſettled Demetrius 


upon the throne; and, after gaining N 


a complete and deciſive victory, ob- 
liged Alexander to flee into Arabia; 


where Zabdiel, the king of the 


country, took off his head, and 
ſent it to Ptolemy, who ſoon after 
died of the wounds he received in 


the late battle. 
than, however, was ſoon after diſ- 


Demetrius took now on himſelf 
the name of Nicator, or conqueror ; 
and had ſummoned Jonathan to ap- 
pear before him, to anſwer the com- 
plaint of his laying ſiege to the cita- 
del of Jeruſalem, Jonathan how- 

ever 


Of Jonathan, Simon and Hyrcanus. 


ever found means by preſents to paci- 
fy the king, and obtained from him 
not only a confirmation of the high- 
prieſthood, but with it a grant of ſome 
additional privileges for the Fews. 
Theſe favours, and the king's pro- 
miſe to withdraw the heathen gar- 
riſon from Acra, ſo effectually re- 
commended and ſecured his intereſt 
with Jonathan, that when Deme- 
trius was afterwards in danger of 
being put to death by an inſurrec- 
tion of the army at Antioch, on ac- 
count of the ſtoppage of pay, he 
marched 3000 men to his aſſiſtance, 
ſet fire to a great part of the city, 
killed 100,000 of the inhabitants, 
and obliged the reſt to ſurrender 
and throw themſelves upon the 
king's mercy, Yet, 

Theſe good ſervices, and the en- 
gagements he had in conſequence 
entered into with Jonathan, were 
notwithſtanding ſoon after recalled 
by Demetrius. For as ſoon as he 


thought the ſtorm and danger from 


it was over, he would have com- 
pelled Jonathan, under pain of le- 
vying the ſame by military executi- 
on, to pay the cuſtomary taxes and 
tribute of his predeceſſors. But he 
was diverted from this attempt, by 
freſh troubles at home, occaſioned 
by a diſcontented courtier, whoſe 
name was Tryphon., 

Tryphon with ſome ſoldiers that 
had revolted from Demetrius, un- 
dertook to ſet Antiochus Theos, the 
ſon of the late Alexander Balas, on 
the throne of Syria. Antiochus in 
an engagement entirely vanquiſhed 
Demetrius, and obliged him to re- 
tire into Seleucia. — Jonathan on this 
occaſion declared for the new king; 
and obtained from him a confirma- 
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tion of the pontificate, c. and the 
command alſo of all the king's for- 
ces from Tyre to Egypt for his bro- 
ther Simon. 

Demetrius reſenting Jonathan's 
revolt, marched againſt him; but 
he was much worſted in the at- 
tempt : for he was repulſed in two 
engagements ; loſt Gaza, and all 
the country round about as far as 
Damaſcus, with Joppa in the land 
of the Philiſtines. 

Fonathan after this renewed his 
alliance with the Romans and Lace- 
demonians, and fortified Jeruſalem. 

Tryphon thinking this a fit time - 
to pull off the maſk he had worn, 
was contriving how he might quit 
himſelf of Antiochus, and reign in 
his ſtead ; but fearing an oppoſition 
from Jonathan, he prevailed with 
him, with a ſmall part of his army, 
conſiſting only of 1000 men, to 
accompany him to Ptolemars, which 
he promiſed to deliver to him. But 
Jonathan no ſooner entered the ci- 
ty, but the gates were ſhut on him, 
his men were put to the (word, and 
himſelf ſeized. The Jews here- 
upon appoint Simon, Jonathan s bro- 
ther their general, and againſt him 
Tryphon marched ; but before they 
came to any action, he infidioufly 
propoſed to reſtore Fonathan to his 
liberty, on condition of his pay- 
ing only one hundred talents ; and 
that his two ſons ſhould be given as 
hoſtages for the payment. Simon 
was perſuaded to comply with this 
demand ; but Tryphon having re- 
ceived the money, put the father 
and his two ſons to death; and hav- 
ing alſo murdered the young king 
Antiachus, put the crown of Syria 
on his own head. ; 

9 Simon 
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Simon hearing that his brother 
was murdered, and buried at Baj- 
coma in Gilead, ſent and brought 
his body from thence, and buried 
it under a ſtately - monument of 
white marble, which he erected for 
that purpoſe at Modin > the go- 
vernment and high-prieſthood being 
ſettled on him and his heirs, he of- 


fered his ſervices to Demetrius, then 


at Laodicea; who, on that account, 
- diſcharged the Jews from all man- 
ner of tribute to any foreign prince. 
Simon hereupon takes Sion, the for- 
treſs of Jeruſalem ; drives out of the 
City all idolaters; clears the houſes 
of their idols, and eſtabliſhes in the 
City the true worſhip of God only. 
Demetrius about this time was 
perſuaded to head the Elymean, 
Parthian, and Badtrian revolters 
againſt Mithridates, king of Par- 
thia, whilſt Simon applied bimſelf 
to fortifying his cities; and reducing 
the fortreſs of Acra; which he took, 
and levelled the mount on which it 
was built to the ground. | 
Mithridates at laſt vanquiſhed 
Demetrius, and after he had taken 
him priſoner, gave him his daughter 
Rhodaguna in marriage. Cleopatra 
who had ſhut herſelf up in Seleucia, 
was ſo exaſperated hereat, and ſeeing 
her huſband priſoner, that, to ſecure 
| Herſelf from the tyranny of Tryphon, 
ſhe offers herſelf in marriage, with 
the crown, to Antiochus Soter, her 
brother-in-law, then in Crete. An- 
tiochus accepts the propoſal ; and 


upon his landing in Syria with an 


army of mercenaries, he ſoon found 
himſelf ſo ſtrengthened with a nu- 
merous acceſſion of deſerters from 
Tryphon's army, whoſe vices had 
rendered him fo odious to his ſol- 
diers, that he drove him out of Sy- 
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ria, beſieged him in Dora, whence 
he fled into Apamea, near the mouth 
of the Orontes, where he was taken 
and put to death. 

Antiochus hereby became poſſeſ- 
ſed of his father's throne ; aſſiſted 
however herein by Simon, who had 
ſent him 2000 men on this occa- 
ſion; and whoſe friendſhip Antio- 
chus ſollicited by letters, and pro- 
miſed to reward it with many new 
privileges to be granted the Fews. 
But Antiochus no ſooner found 
himſelf ſecured from all oppoſition, 
but he broke his word with Simon; 
and redemanded Foppa, Gazara, 
and the fortreſs of Jeruſalem, or a 
thouſand talents in lieu thereof. 

On Simon's refuſal, Antiochus ſent 
Cendebeus with an army to lay waſte 

dea. Simon, aſſiſted by his ſons 

udas and John Fyrcanus, beats 

im, and put his army to flight at 
the firſt onſet, and killed a great 
number of them in the purſuit. But 
after this, Simon, and his ſons Judas 
and Mattathias, traverſing the vities 
of Judæa, and taking gare for their 


orderly government, came down to 


Jericho, where they were perfidi- 
ouſly murdered by Ptolemy, Simons 
ſon-in-law, whom he had made 
governor of-thoſe parts, at an enter- 
tainment he invited them to at the 
caſtle of Dachus. This Ptolemy did 
with a deſign to uſurp the govern- 
ment of Fudea to himſelf; and 
with that view he alſo ſent a party 
to Gazara to ſeize Fohn Hyrcanus, 
Simon's other fon. But John was 
informed of what had happened, 
and ſo prepared to receive them, 
that he diſpatched the intended 
murderers, and haſtening to Feru- 
ſalem, ſecured both the city and the 
temple; where he was declared 1 

e 


Hyrcanus ſhakes off the Syrian Yoke. 


the people his father's ſucceſſor in 
the pontificate, and principality of 
the Jews. 

Antiochus thinking to avail-him- 
ſelf of theſe diſtractions, and being 
offended againſt Simon and John his 
ſon, marched with large army 
into Judæa, and beſieged Feruſa- 
lem; and obliged Hyrcanus to ac- 
cept of a peace upon hard terms; 
ſuch as diſarming the people, and 
diſmantling Feruſalem; paying alſo 
a tribute for Joppa, and other places 
held by the Jetos out of Judæa, and 
500 talents to buy off the rebuild- 
ang of Acra. | 

Hyrcanus after this accompanied 
Antiochus to the Parthian war, in 
which he ſignaliſed ' himſelf with 
reat renown; and returned home 
at the end of the year. But Antis- 
chus, who choſe to winter in the 
eaſt, was with his whole army de- 
ſtroyed in one night by an inſur- 
rection of the natives; who taking 
the advantage of their being diſ- 
perſed in ſeparate quarters through- 
out the country, roſe upon them, 
and cut their throats in cold blood : 
ſo that Antiochus himſelf was flain ; 
and out of 400,000 perſons, of 
which his army conſiſted, ſcarce a 
man eſcaped to carry home the diſ- 
mal tidings and news of this prodi- 
gious maſſacre. 

Phraates, the king of Parthia, 
having ſuffered much by this inva- 
ſion of Antiochus, endeavoured to 
oblige him to withdraw his forces, 
by cauſing a diverſion to be made 


in his own country, in favour of 7 


Demetrius Nicator, who had been 
his priſoner, and whom he ſent in 
into Syria, to attempt the recovery 
of his own kingdom. In the mean 


time this general maſſacre took 
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place; ſo that when the news of 
Antiochus's death reached Syria, 
Demetrius was without delay or op- 
polition reinſtated on the throne. 
But the tyranny afterwards of his 
conduct and proceedings ſoon raiſed 
up a powerful and victorious com- 
petitor to diſpute the crown with 
him; Alexander Zebina, the pre- 
tended ſon of Alexander Balas; © 
who, aſſiſted by Ptolemy Phyſcon, 
king of Egypt, defeated and routed | 
Demetrius in the field, and taking 
him priſoner afterwards in Tyre, 
whither he went for refuge, there 
he died after ſuffering many indig- 
nities from his enemies. 
But Zebina being thus raiſed t 
the throne of Syria by the king of 
Egypt, refuſing afterwards to do 
homage, and acknowledge his de- 
pendance on that crown, Ptoletny 
married his daughter Tryphena to 
Antiochus Gryphus, the ſon of Ni- 
cator, whom he had advanced to 
the throne of Syria, and making 
war with Zebina, got him at length 
into his hands, and put him to 


death. 


Hyrcanus took the advantage of 
the diſtractions and revolutions of 
thoſe times, to throw off the Syrian 
yoke. He begun the famous pa- 
lace, called Baris, which Herod the 
Great afterwards perfected; it was 
made uſe of for the abode of the 
Aſmonzan princes. The building 
was ſquare ſituated upon a ſteep 
rock, fifty cubits high from the fide 
of the valley, which looked towards 
eruſalem, but was upon a level 
with the temple. Herod made a 
citadel of it, which he called Auto- 
nia, in honour of his friend and 
protector Mark Antony. He took 
ſeveral cities on the borders of Ju- 
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tions with the 
ſtruction of Samaria, under the con- 


daa, amongſt which was Shechem, 
the chief ſeat of the Samaritans, 


and deſtroyed the temple on mount 
. Gerizzim, He extended his con- 


queſts over the /dumzans, who were 


. prevailed on to embrace the Jewiſb 


religion; ſo that from this time they 


exchanged the name of [dumeans 


or Edemites for that of Jews, He 
renewed the alliance with the Ro- 
mans, and obtained greater privi- 
leges and advantages for his nation 


than they ever had enjoyed before ; 


and concluded his military opera- 
ſiege, and utter de- 


duct of his ſons Ariflobulus and An- 


tigonus. 


After theſe great and memorable 


Actions, Hyrcanus enjoyed full quiet 


from all foreign wars; and had no- 


thing to trouble him at home, but 
ſome ſhort diſturbances which aroſe 


from the falſe ſuggeſtions and inſi- 


4 nuations of Eleazar, a Phariſee, 


who declaring that Hyrcanus's mo- 


ther was a captive, and taken in the 
Wars; he was therefore incapable 
of holding the high · prieſthood. It 
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was under this Hyrcanus the two ſo 
famous ſects of the Phariſees and 
Sadducees aroſe in the ſynagogues, 
the latter of which he highly fa- 


voured at length; for having been 
educated a Phari ſee, and incenſed 
at their conduct on this occaſion, 


one Jonathan, an intimate friend 
of his, and a Sadducee, made uſe 


of this as a fit opportunity to in- 


fluence and draw him over. to his 
party and ſet; ſo that Hyrcanus 
hereupon renounced the ſect of 
the Phariſees for ever, and not on- 
4 repealed their ordinances and tra- 
itionary laws, but made it penal 
for any one to obſerve them. This 
arbitrary proceeding however loft 
him and his ſons in a great meaſure 
the affections of the people for ſome 
time; but having put a period to 
this ſedition, he lived in great 
peace. He was an excellent 
vernor, and, dying in the thirtieth 
year of his adminiſtration, left five 
ſons; but the high-prieſthood and 
ſovereignty he left to Judas Ariſto- 


_ bulus, his eldeſt ſon. 
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CH AP. XXIV. | 


Ariſtobulus aſſumes the Title of King of the Jews. His CharaFer. 


Alexander Jannzus's Reign, Cruelty, Wars, and Death. Coil 
Wars in Judza about the Succeſſion. Pompey the Roman Ge- 
neral ſeizes on the Country and Government. The Sanhedrim 
removed, and reſtored. Antipater, the Father of Herod the 
Great, made Governor of Judea. Antipater poiſoned. The 
Tumults that attended this Treaſon. Herod's Marriage with 
Mariamne, and Promotion. The Parthians fate Jeruſalem, 


which is retaten by Herod : His Cruelty and Impiety. 


ALY was the firſt, ſince 
the captivity, that taking mea- 
ſures to change the form of the go- 
vernment into a monarchy, put on 
the diadem, and aſſumed the title 
of king. Though by the law of 
God, and by his expreſs order, 
theſe offices were inconſiſtent, and 
were not to be appropriated by any 
but the Meffrah. Pſal. cx. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
And as the regality of theſe 4/mo- 
neans was very tottering, ſo there 
were great irregularities in all their 
prieſthoods. The ſuſpicious and 
cruel diſpoſition of Ariſtobulus; his 
having caſt his own mother into 
priſon, and . ſtarved her to death; 
and impriſoned all his brethren, ex- 
cept Antigonus, whom being miſ- 
repreſented to him afterwards, in a 
fit of jealouſy, he ordered to be 
murdered ; but of which however 
he in ſome ſort repented, made his 
adminiſtration odious, and in ſhort 


as his father had predicted; and he 


gave up the ghoſt in great anxiety 
of mind, after a reign of one year 


only: in which time however An- 


tigonus had reduced the Ituræans to 
his obedience, and forced them to 


conform to the religion of the 
Jews, 


$ 1 RAW 
Ariſtobulus being dead, bis wife 
Salome, called by the Greeks Alex- 
andra, releaſed Alexander Janneus, 


and his two brothers from priſon. 


But as ſoon Jannæus was ſettled on 
the throne, . he put one of them to 
death, for having preſumed to diſ- 
pute the right of the crown with 
him; and took Ab/alom the young- 
er, who was of a more philoſophic 
and peaceful temper, into his favour. 

Alexander having put his govern- 
ment on the beſt footing he could, 
he undertook an expedition againſt 


Ptolemais; but being vanquiſhed af- 


ter by Ptolemy Latkyrus, who came 
to the aſſiſtance of Zoilus and the 
Gazæans, he loſt a fine army; and + 
was reduced to ſue to Cleopatra for 
protection; who had feized upon 
Egypt, and having thruſt her ſon 
Lathyrus out of the government, 
obliged him to withdraw to the 
iſland of Cyprus, of which he was 

then in poſſeſſion. | 
Cleopatra was at firſt inclined to 
to take advantage of Alexander's 
misfortunes, and to ſeize upon his 
dominions and perſon ; but Ana- 
nias, one of her generals, by birth 
a Je, and related to Alexander, 
diſſuaded her from taking fo unjuſt 
a ſtep, 
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a ſtep, and obtained for him the 
protection he ſought for. 
Notwithſtanding this Alexander's 
martial ſpirit could not long remain 
unactive, but meditated new acqui- 
ſitions and enterpriſes to employ it. 
His country being clear of foreign 
forces, he attacks and takes Gadara 
and Amathus in Syria. But being 
purſued. by Theodorus, prince of 


Philadelphia, who had laid up 2 


conſiderable treaſure at Amathus, 
he loſt again 'the plunder he had 
taken, with ten thouſand of his 
men, and all his baggage. 

This however did not diſcourage 
him from attempting the reduction 
of Gaza; which he could not have 
taken, had it not been treacherouſly 
ſurrendered" to him by Lyſimachus, 
the governor's brother. Here Alex- 
ander gave a diſcretionary power to 
his ſoldiers to plunder the city, and 
deſtroy the inhabitants; and was 
the author of a moſt horrid and 
cruel ſcene of barbarity committed 
there; and reduced that ancient and 
famous city to ruin and deſolation. 

After his return from the havock 
and carnage he had committed at 
Gaza, which excited the horror and 
indignation of the people, he was 

ofsly inſulted by the populace at 

eruſalem, while he was offering 
the uſual facrifices on the feaſt of 
tabernacles. But he made the people 
pay dear for it; for he fell upon 
them with his ſoldiers, and flew 
6000. And from this time he took 
into his pay a large body of merce- 
naries from Piſidia and Cictha, who 
always attended his perſon, and he 
raiſed an incloſure of wood round 
the temple and altar, to keep off the 
people while he officiated, : 


— 


men to ſhut themſelves up in 
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This ſedition being quieted, Ahr. 
ander marches againſt the Moabity 
and Ammonites, and made them ti. 
butaries. In his return he demo. 


liſhed Amathus, which Theodor 

had evacuated ; but he loſt the 
greateſt part of his army, and with 
it had like to have loſt his own life 
alſo, having fallen into an ambuſh, 
of the Arabian, 


which Obedas, king 
had laid for him near Gadara. Thi 
raiſed freſh diſcontents among his 


ſubjects, and new troubles at home; 
which was attended with the moſt 
unheard-of bat barities. For beſide; 
the above mentioned laughter of Wi 


his own nation, he continued hoſti- 
lities againſt them during the ſpace 
of fix years, in which time upward 
of fifty thouſand Jews loſt their lives, 
All endeavours uſed and propoſei 
by him, to bring about a reconci- 
liation, and to live peaceably, ſerved 
only to increaſe the hatred of the 
people againſt him; and upon hi 
aſking what would free them from 
their troubles, they unanimouſly de- 
manded his death. At length hav- 
ing called in the aſſiſtance of De. 
metrius Encherus, king of Damaſ 
cus, they entirely routed him, 
Aſter this defeat, Alexander re- 
tired to the mountains, where he 
was joined with a reinforcement of 
6000 Fews, who were much con- 
cerned at his ill ſucceſs; upon which 
Demetrius, apprehenſive of his own 


ſafety, withdrew, and left the reſt 1 


of the rebels to fight their own 
cauſe. Shortly after the Fews them- 
ſelves proclaimed war againſt Alex- 


ander, but in ſeveral engagements 
he gained advantages, and at laſt 


having obliged the beſt of their 
the 
elty 
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ity Bethome, he laid ſiege to it, 
and took it; and having got the 


1 tti. men in his power, to the number 
mo. of 800, he carried them to Jeruſa- 
tor em; and there gave a remarkable 


| inſtance of his barbarity; for while 
be ſat at an entertainment among 
nis concubines, in a place from 


uſh, WW which he could ſee all that was 
an, done, he commanded theſe perſons 
Th Ito be crucified ; and before they 
bis were half dead, ordered their wives 
me; nd children to be ſlain in their 
not WW;ohts. On account of this and his 


other extraordinary cruelties, the 
Jews called him Thracian ; becauſe 


ti the people of that nation were re- 
ace markably cruel and bloody. Alex- 
irh ander after this reſolving to revenge 
ves, himſelf on the king of Damaſcus, 


he made war on him for three years 
ſucceſsſively, and took ſeveral places: 
after which returning home, he was 


the received with marks of great re- 
hi ſpect by his ſubjeCts. 

om His deſire for martial atchieve- 
de- ments not abating, though he was 


almoſt quite worn out with fick- 
neſs, he undertook an expedition 
againſt the caſtle of Ragaba, in the 
country of the Geraſens, though, 
through. immoderate drinking, he 
had on him at the ſame time a 
quartan ague, which had continued 
three years, and now proved his 
death. His queen Alexandra, by 
his advice, concealed his death, till 
the caſtle was taken; when re- 
turning triumphantly to Jeruſalem, 
ſhe aſſembled the chiefs 2— Pha- 
riſees, and having ſhewn them his 
body, and made them large con- 
ceſſions, told them they were at li- 
berty to diſpoſe and treat of it, as 
they ſhould think proper; and that 


though her huſband had appointed 
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her regent during the minority of 
her children, ſhe would put every 
thing in their hands, either reſpect- 
ing the deceaſed king, or the affairs 
of the kingdom, and would do no- 
thing in the adminiſtration, with- 
out their advice and concurrence, 
This artful and inſinuating ad- 
dreſs to the Phariſees, who were 
very powerful, eſtabliſhed them fo 
faithfully in her intereſts, that they 
not only placed her with the titles 
and honours of queen at the head of 
the government; but became laviſh 
in their encomiums on the deceaſed 
king, whom they honoured with 
more than ordinary pomp and ſo- 
lemnity at his funeral. f 
The Phariſees having got now 
the management of the adminiſtra- 
tion and of Hyrcanus and Ariſtabu- 
lus, the ſons of Alexander, had all 
the laws againſt Phariſaiſm repealed 
and aboliſhed ; and recalled all the 
exiles, ſet priſoners at liberty; and 
acting like ſovereigns, demanded 
juſtice againſt thoſ&that had adviſed 
the crucifixion ofthe 800 perſons 
taken at Bethome. 
The queen made her eldeſt ſon 
Hyrcanus high prieſt on account of 
his years, and the native indelence 
of his temper. But Ariflobulus was a 
man of great ambition and artful 
and infinuating in his manner; and 
therefore, as ſoon as his mother 
ſeemed to decline, being ill of a 
dangerous diſeaſe, he meditated to 
bring about a revolution, and ufurp 
the fovereignty from his brother, 
at her deceaſe. In order to this, 


he had taken ſuch effectual mea- 
ſures to ſecure the ſtrong holds, 
and engage the garriſons therein to 
eſpouſe his intereſt, that, upon the 
death of his mother, he found _ 


* 
ſelf ſtrong enough to cope with, and 
diſpute the crown with Ayrcanus, 
though Alexandra had declared him 
her ſucceſſor. The armies of theſe 
two brothers, who were now com- 
petitors, met in the plains of Fe- 
richo ; but Hyrcanus being deſerted 
by moſt of his forces, reſigned all 
pretenſions to the crown and pon- 
tificate to Ariſtobulus, and was con- 
tented to live peaceably upon his 
private fortune at Ariftobulus's 
_ houſe, | 

+ This reſignation was a ſubject 
of great diſcontent as it had been 
of diſappointment to ſome of Hyr- 
.canxs's Courtiers. Among whom 
was Antipater, father to Herod the 
Great: who at length perſuaded 
Hyrcanus to fly to and ſollicit troops 
from Aretas king of Arabia. From 
him, on certain conditions, he was 
fupplied with 50,000 men, with 
which he entered Judas, ind gained 
a compleat victory over Ariſtobulus. 
But while he was beſieging him in 
the temple, whither he had fled, 
and ſhut himfelf up, Ar:fobulus, 
with the promiſe of a large ſum of 
money, engaged Scaurus, a lieute- 
nant of Pompey, the general of the 
Roman army, then at Damaſcus, 
to oblige Aretas to withdraw bis 
forces: Ariſtobulus was hereby for 
the preſent delivered from his bro- 
ther. But he afterwards preva- 
ricated from time to time in ſo 
many inſtances with Pompey, and 
the two brothers maintained their 
pretenſions ſo vigorouſly, that they 
were the cauſe of a moſt terrible 
laughter, and of great calamities 
to the nation: for Pompey in the 
cauſe of Hyrcanus laid ſiege to and 
took the temple ſword in hand, in 
which near 12,000 Fews periſhed ; 

1 
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and having made Ari/tobulus ang 
his children, two ſons and two 
daughters, priſoners, he afterwarg, 
retrenched the dignity and power 
of the principality, deſtroyed the 
fortifications 3 undermined their jj. 
berties, ordered an annual tribute 
to be paid to the Romans ; reſtore 


Hyrcanus to the pontificate, ani | 


made him prince of the country, 
but would not permit him to wer 
the diadem. 

Pompey having diſpoſed of and 


ſettled the government of Judzain 


this manner, returned in his w: 
to Rome with Ariſtobulus, his ſom 
Alexander and Antigonus, and hi 
two daughters, to adorn his tri 


umph. 


Alexander, in the way thither, 
found means to eſcape; and in 


about three years after arrived in if 


Judæa, and raifed ſome diſturbances 
there; but he was defeated in il 


his attempts by Gabinius, the Rs 
man governor in Syria who, after i 


this, coming to Feruſalem, con 


firmed Hyrcanus in the high-prieſt- W 


hood, but transferred the civil ad. 


miniſtration from the Sanhedrin, 
and placed it in five courts of juſtice, i 
of his own erecting, according to WW 
the number of five provinces, into 
which he, had divided the whole 


land. 


he, with his ſon, eſcaped into Ju- 
dza, and endeavoured to raiſe freſh 
troubles; but Gabinius ſoon took 


them priſoners again, and they be- 


ing remanded to Rome, the father 
was kept cloſe confined ; but the 

children were releaſed. 
It was about this time that the 
civil war between Pompey and T 
b ar 


After Ariſfobulus had been con- . 
fined five years priſoner at Rom, | 
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/ Antipater, Malicus and Herod. 
ſar broke out. And when Ariſlo- 


Aulus was on the point of ſetting 
out, in the intereſt of Ceſar, and to 
take on him the command of an 
army, in order to ſecure Judæa 
from Pompey's attempts, he was 
poiſoned by ſome of Pompey's party. 
When Cæſar was returned from 
the Alexandrian war, he was much 
ſolicited to depoſe Hyrcanus, in fa- 
vour of Antigonus, the ſurviving 
ſon of Ariſtabulus; but Ceſar, in- 
ſtead of complying therewith, not 
only confirmed Hyrcanus in the 
high-priefthood and principality of 
Judæa, and decreed both to deſcend 
after him to his family; but he 
aboliſhed the form of government 
lately ſet up by Gabinius; reſtored 
the nation to its ancient form, and 
appointed Antipater procurator of 
Judæa under him. | 
Antipater, who was a man of 
juſt deſigns, and deep penetration, 
made his ſon Phaſae! governor of 
the country about Feruſalem ; and 
his ſon Herod, governor of Galilee. 
Herad ſoon after his appointment 
to the government, being of a hafty 
and boiſterous temper, adjudged 
and put to death, of his own power, 
one Hezekiah, a ring-leader of a 
gang of thieves, with others of his 
men that infeſted his territories, 
whom he had taken. This a& of 
his, whatever juſtice there was in 
it, was preſently looked upon as an 
infringement of the prerogative and 
power of the Sanhedrim, before 
whom Herod was therefore ſum- 
moned to appear, and to anſwer 
for his conduct. But left the ſen- 
tence, which that court might paſs 
upon him, ſhould take effect, he 
fled to Sextus Ceſar, the Roman 
præfect of Syria, at Damaſtus; 
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and, having with a large ſum of 
money obtained of him the govern- 
ment of Cælohyria, he raiſed an ar- 
my; with which he marched into 
Fudza, in order to revenge the 
wrong and indignity, which he 
thought the Sanhedrim and high- 
prieſt in their late tranſaction had 
done him; but his father and bro- 
ther prevailed with him to retire, 
and ſtifle his reſentment for the 
preſent. 

While Julius Cæſar lived, the 
ews enjoyed great privileges; but 
is untimely death, by the conſpi- 

racy of Brutus, Caſſius, and other 
noble ſenators, when he was pre- 
paring for an expedition againſt the 
Parthians, to revenge the wrongs 
and inſults offered his country, de- 
livered them up to be made a prey 
to every hungry and rapacious ge- 
neral of Rome. Cu ſſius immediately 
ſeized upon Syria, but chiefly op- 
preſſed Judæa, and exacted of it 
700 talents. And the envy and 
villainy of Malicus, who was a na- 
tural Jem, and the next in poſt un- 
der Antipater, an Idumean, rent the 
ſtate into horrid factions and con- 
fuſion, Malicus bribed the high- 
prieſt's butler to poiſon his friend 
Antipater, to make way for himſelf 
to be next in power under Ayr; 
canus, Herod, making Caſſius his 
friend, and having obtained his leave 
and aſſiſtance to revenge his fa- 
ther's death, took an opportunity 
to have him murdered by the Ro- 
man garriſon at Tyre. | 

The friends of Malicus, having 

engaged the high-prieſt and Felix 
the Roman general at Jeruſalem on 
their ſide, reſolved to revenge his 
death on the ſons of Antipater. All 
Jeruſalem was now intereſted and 
in. 
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in a public confuſion and uproar. 
Herod was ſick at Damaſcus : ſo 
that the whole power and fury of 
the aſſailants was diſcharged upon 
Phaſael, who defended himſelf with 
great bravery, and drove the tu- 
multuous party out of the city. As 
foon as Herod was recovered, the 
two brothers joining, preſently 
quelled the faction. And Hyrca- 
wes made his peace by giving Herod 
his grand-daughter Mariamne in 
marriage, and thereby prevented 
the effects of his reſentment. 
However, this faction was not ſo 
totally extinguiſhed, but that ſe- 
veral principal perſons of the Jetuiſb 
nation, upon the defeat of Brutus 


ſtrance, and accuſed Phaſae! and 
Herod to the conqueror, Mark An- 
tony, of having uſurped the go- 
vernment from Hyrcanus. But the 
brothers had ſo good an intereſt 
with the conqueror, that he re- 
jected the complaints of the depu- 
ties; and made Herod and his bro- 
ther tetrarchs, and committed the 
management of all the affairs in 

udea to their adminiſtration. And 
to oblige the Jews to comply with 
his order and determination in this 
affair, he retained fifteen of the de- 
puties for hoſtages of the people's 
fidelity and obedience. | 

The Jetos however, when An- 
tony arrived at Tyre, renewed their 
complaints, and ſent 1000 deputies 
to back 'and enforce their accuſa- 
tions. Antony looking upon them 
only as a daring and tumultuous 
aſſembly, ordered his ſoldiers to fall 
upon them ; ſo that ſome of them 
were killed, and many wounded, 
But upon Hered's going to Jeruſa- 
lem, the citizens revenged this af- 


The HoLy B1BLE explarnea. 


and Caſſius, joined in a remon- f 


front in the ſame manner upon hy 
retinue. The news hereof { « 
raged Antony, that he ordered th 
fifteen hoſtages whom he had de 
tained to be immediately put yl 
death; and threatened ſevere 
venge againſt the whole faction. Bu 
Aſter that 14. Antony was n. 
turned to Rome, the Parthians, vi 
the ſollicitation of Antigonus, th 
ſon of Ariſtobulus, who had pro 
miſed them a reward of a thou 
talents, and eight hundred of tf 
moſt beautiful women in the coun. 
try, if they would ſet him on de 
throne of Judæa, entered that cou 
try; and being joined by the facto 
and diſcontented Jews, took J. 
alem without reſiſtance, and there 
in Phaſae! and Hyrcanus, whon Wi 
they put in chains: but Herod hu 
eſcaped under the cover of ti 
night; and having taken with hin 
his mother, ſiſter, wife, and hi 
wife's mother, with ſeveral othe 
relations and friends about 800 nM 
all, and lodged them in the impres- 
nable fortreſs Maſſada, near ti: 
lake Aſphaltites, under the care « 
his brother 7o/eph, he himſelf went i 
directly to Petra in Arabia, ani 
from thence to Rome to demand i 
protection, and ſuccours. 1 
Antigonus was now in poſſeſſion 
of all the country, and was declared 
king of Judæa; and the Parthian 
delivered up to him Hyrcanus and 
Phaſael. Phaſael impatient d | 
bonds and the ſervile chains with 
which he was loaded, and of the 


ignominious death which he appre- by 
hended they would inflict on him, Al 7 
daſhed his own brains out againk 5 


the wall of the priſon. Anti gonu 


however ſpared Hyrcanus's life, and . 
only cut off his ears, to incapacitate 


him 


im by being thus maimed, for the 
;gh-prieſthood, and returned him 
gain to the Parthians, who left 
im at Seleucia in their return to 


he eaſt. i 
Herad on this occaſion availed 


re N. 

L Ny ; :mſelf ſo well of the former friend- 
2s N. pip which had long ſubſiſted be- 
ns, een bis father, himſelf. and AH. 
„ th ntory, and which he enforced. by 


Wk hc promiſe of a round ſum of mo- 
ey, chat in ſeven days time he ob- 


f the J ained a decree of the ſenate, con- 
coun WH ituting bim king of 2 with 
n troops to ſupport his claim, and de- 


4 claring Antigonus an enemy to the 


n oman ſtate. Hereupon he imme- 
Jen. liately left Rome, and proceeded 
here to Ptolemais, and having got to- 
/hon gether a large body of mercenary 
and auxiliary troops, he ſoon reduced 


beit part of the country; took 7op- 
pz; relieved Maſſada, which was 
beſieged by Antigonus ; ſtormed the 


| 

whe: caſtle of Re//a, and muſt at that 

o in time have taken Feru/alem allo, 

res. had not Ventidius and Silo the Ro- 
enn generals, that were directed to 

e of aſſiſt him, been bribed by Antigonus, 


: Wand treacherouſly obſtructed his ſuc- 
= cs. Herod perceiving the collu- 
fon, contented himfelf for the pre- 


nd 

ſent, with the reduction of Galilee; 
Ton and hearing afterwards of Anto- 
rel nys's beſieging Same/ata, on the Eu- 


phrates, he went in perſon to him 
to repreſent the conduct and ill - 


of rveatment of theſe two generals. 
ri Herad upon his departure, left 
the! the command of his forces to his 
re. brother Jeſeph, with orders to re- 
im, main upon the defenfive. But Jo- 
int /, acting contrary to theſe or- 
ders, in attempting to reduce Je- 
* richo, was ſlain, and moſt, of his 
ate army cut to pieces, This deſeat loſt 


M. Antony, Cleopatra and Herod: 
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Herod Galilee, and Idumæa again · 
M. Antony having granted He- 
rod all he requeſted, he directed his 
march to Feruſalem; but the army, 
which Antony had ſpared him, was 
roughly handled, and he himſelf 
wounded, in the attempt he firſt 
made ; but he afterwards had the 
good fortune to kill Pappus, Anti- 
gonus's general, and entirely de- 
teated the troops under him ; and. 
in the next campaign, after a 
liege of ſeveral months, aſſiſted 
Saſius, the Roman general, he too 
the city of Feruſolem by ſtorm. 
The ſoldiers expecting the ſpoils of 
the city, as their due; and exaſpe- 
rated by the fatigues which the long 
reſiſtance and oppoſition of the ci- 
tizens gave them, ſpared neither 
age nor ſex in their ravaging the 
city, and would have utterly ex- 
terminated and deſtroyed every 
thing they met with, had not He- 
rod redeemed them with the pro- 
miſe oſ a very large ſum of money. 
Antigonus ſurrendered himſelf to 
Seſius, who carried him in chains 
to Antony; and he, in conſidera- 
tion of a good ſum of money, and 
hearing that the nation grew ſedi- 
tious, and that out of their hatred 
to Herod, they continued to expreſs. 
a kindneſs for Antigonus, he reſolv- 
ed to behead him at Antioch. And 
thus in him the Aſmonæan family, 
which had laſted 129 years, became 
extinct, | 
By this event Herod found him- 
ſelf once more in full power, and 
at liberty to revenge himſelf. upon 
his enemies, which he employed to 
that | purpoſe. For he began his 
reign with cutting off all the mem- 
bers of the great Sanhedrim, ex- 
cept Pollis and Sameas, otherwiſe 
. ' — called 


———U— — 


% 


_— 
called Hille! and Shammai, After 
this he raiſed one Ananel, born of 
the pontifical family at Babylon, to 
the office of high-prieſt ; but A. 
Antony, at the interceſſion of Cleo- 
patra, queen of Egypt, who was 


ſiollicited thereto by Alexandra, Ma- 


riamnes mother, prevailed with 
him to annul this nomination, and 
to prefer Ariſtobulus to the pon- 
tificate. And to this he was alſo 
much ſollicited by his beloved Ma- 
riamne, whoſe brother Ariſtobulus 
was. But as Hyrcanus was yet 
alive, and the Jetus, in the place 
and neighbourhood of his exile, 
paid him all the honours and reve- 
rence they thought due to their 
king and high- prieſt; Herod under 
a pretence of gratitude for his for- 
mer good ſervices and friendſhip, 
wrote to him to ſollicit leave of 
Phraates, king of Parthia, for his 
return to Feruſalem, intending on- 
Iy thereby to get him wholly in his 
power, with a view to cut him off 
at a fit opportunity; which he did 
ſoon after the battle of AFium, on 
a pretence of holding treaſonable 
correſpondence with Malchus, king 
of Arabia. But 

In the mean time Alexandra, 
too confident of the influence and 
intereſt ſhe had with Cleopatra, 
formed a deſign of obtaining the 
regal dignity alſo for her ſon Ariſſo- 
bulus, as ſhe had now procured for 
him the pontificate. But the in- 
trigues uſed on this ſcore, ended 
in the death of Ariſtobulus, and at 
length in her own, and Mari- 
amne's death; though theſe tragic 
acts were perpetrated at different 
periods, and under ſundry diſguiſes. 
Ari ſtobulus was drowned at Jericho, 
as it were accidentally, while he bay 


* 
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thed himſelf with Herod, Mar. 
amne was put to death in a fit of 
jealouſy, and Alexandra was or. 
dered to be executed, prejudiced by 


calumnies raiſed againſt her, and 1 


preſumption that ſhe wiſhed hj 
death; and the fame unhappy fat: 
purſued his very innocent children, 
Alexander and Ariflobulus, preju. 
diced by calumnies and ſuſpicions, 
and for expreſſing their abhorrenc 
of their father's cruelty to Mari. 
amne their mother. 

Herod fearing probably he might 


fall a ſacrifice to Octauianus's re. 


ſentment after the battle, and the 
utter defeat of H. Antony at 4: 


tium, haſtened to the conqueror a 
Rhodes, to pay homage to hin, if 
and congratulate him on his ſuccek, 
with a tender of his ſervices to ſup- 
port his intereſt in thoſe parts. He 
was thereupon well received, and 


obtained from Odtavianus a conhir- 


mation of his authority, and aſſu- 
rance of his amity. It was ſoon after 
his return home from Oaviaru 
that he put to death his wife Ms 
riamne, and Alexandra his mother- 


in-law, &c, The guilt however of 
ſuch unnatural acts of cruelty ex. 
erciſed on thoſe of his own fleſh 


and blood, made way at length to 
his breaſt, and filled his mind with 
the bittereſt agonies of reflection 


and remorſe, and brought him into 
a low and languiſhing condition, 


And what helped to increaſe hi 


affliction was the conſpiracy formed 


againſt him by Antipater, his eldelt I 


ſon by Doris, born to him whillt 
he was a private man. Herod hav- 
ing diſcovered the plot, laid an ac- 
cuſation againſt his ſon before Quin. 
tilius Verus, the Roman 


Syria; and put him to death. Theſe 


governor of 


may Bin we 
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Of Herod the Great, 


batbarities ſome think occaſioned 
that ſevere remark of the emperor 
Odtavianus, that it was better to 
« be Herod's hog, than his ſon,” 

Herod was ſo devoted to pay 
court to the vanity and ambition 
of his protector Ofavianus, that he 
complimented him with giving his 
name to two new cities he built : 
the one built on the ſpot, where 
Samaria ſtood before Hyrcanus de- 
ſtroyechit, which he called Seba/te, 
the Greet word for Auguſtus : the 
other Cæſaria, once called the tow- 
er of Straton, on the ſea coaſt of 
Phenicia, After this he built a 
theatre and amphitheatre within 
the gates of the city of Jeruſalem, 
to celebrate games, and exhibit 
ſhews in honour of Auguſtus ; and 
ſet up a golden eagle, the Roman 
enſign, on the gate of the tem- 
ple, to the great ſcandal of the 
whole nation ; and carried his flat- 
tery to the pitch at laſt of idolatry 
and ſuperſtition, and built a temple 
of white marble, which he dedica- 
ted to commemorate the favours he 
had received from OCdtavianus Au- 
guſtus. 

Such bold advances to idolatry 
and prophanation of the city, were 
the foundation of a conſpiracy of 
ten men, who bound themſelves 
with an oath to aſſaſſinate him in 
the very theatre, But Herod hay- 
ing timely information given him 
thereof, ſeized the conſpirators, and 
put them to death with the moſt 
exquiſite torments, Herod willing 
to do ſome public act, that might 
recommend him to, and ingratiate 
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himſelf with the Fetus, formed the 
deſign of rebuilding the temple z 
which after its having ſtood the 
ſhock of 500 years, and the aflaults 
of its enemies, had ſuffered much, 
and was now falling into decay. 
Two years was Herod in providing 
materials; and the building advanc'd 
ſo faſt, that divine ſervice was per- 
formed in it within nine years and 
a half after; though a great number 
of labourers and artificers were ſtill 
employed in the finiſhing the out- 
works, even till after our Saviour's 
aſcenſion: for when Florus was ap- 
pointed governor of Judea, he diſ- 
charged 18,000 workmen from the 
temple at one time, And here it 
ſhould be obſerved that theſe, for 
want of employment, began thoſe 
tumults and ſeditions, which, after+ 
wards, drew on the deſtruction both 
of the temple and Jeruſalem. 

Thus I have finiſhed that brief 
connection, which. you requeſted, 
and I promiſed to give you, of the 
affairs of the Jeu from the death 
of Nehemiah, or the ſettling of the 
canon of the Old Teſtament, to 
the coming of Chri/t, from whence 
the New Teſtament begins; which 
from the creation, was, according 
to the exateſt computation, the 
40c0th year of the world. 

S. What was the general ſtate of 
the heathen world about this time? 

T. It was in profound peace un- 
der Auguſtus emperor of Rome; to 
whoſe juriſdition, all the known 
parts of the earth were ſubjected, 
when Chriſt was born. 


The END of the HISTORY of the 
OLD. TESTAMENT. 


Z THE 


14538} 


| THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


Explained by 


QUESTION and ANSWER. 
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Reaſons why the Old Law gave place to the New Covenant. 
Of the Authors and Books of the New Teſtament. Of St. John 
the Baptiſt. The Conception of the Virgin Mary. Of the Birth 
of Jeſus Chriſt. The Murder of the Innocents, and Death of 


Herod. The Education of Jeſus. 


T he Preaching of John the 


Baptiſt. Of the Phariſees, Sadducees and Publicans. Jeſus. 
baptiſed of John; faſted ferty Days, and is tempted in the 


Wilderneſs. 


Scholar. 


ID the old law give place 
D to the new covenant ? 
Tutor, Yes. 

S. How, when it is written, that 
the old law ſhould be an everlaſting 
covenant ; could it give place to 
the goſpel, or to the new covenant ? 

T. I will explain this matter 
briefly. You muſt remember that 
the Jewiſh laws were of ſeveral 
ſorts, moral, ceremonial, and ju- 
dicial.— The moral, which con- 
tained their duty to God, their neigh- 


4 ** 


bour, and to themſelves, is that law 
of the old covenant, which is ever- 
laſting, the reaſon of and relation 
between theſe perpetually ſubſiſting; 
and it is ſo far from being repealed, 
that it is much enforced, and highly 
exalted in the goſpel of J Yu Chriſt, 
Hut the ceremonial law being of 
poſitive inſtitution, and a typical 
nature, relating only to the puriſica- 
tions, ſacrifices, and other religi- 
ous rites, which could never make 
the comers thereunto perfect, was 


never therefore preſcribed as of per- 
petual 
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petual obligation, as containing 
matters of real and intrinſic good- 
neſs, but only were ſubſtituted in the 
room, and appointed to prefigure 
ſuch good things as God had pro- 
miſed in his due time and manner 
he would realiſe, and is now abro- 
gated and ſupplied by the coming 
and inſtitutions of Jeſus Chri/t, his 
perſon and offices being the things 
they were ſet and intended to ſhew 
forth": and as to the judicial law, 
by which the Few;/h commonwealth 
was governed, this was entirely a- 
boliſhed at the diſſolution of their 
ſtate and government; nor was there 
ever any promiſe that it ſhould con- 
tinue for ever. * 

You may indeed meet with ſome 
paſſages in the ſcriptures, wherein 
ſome of theſe latter ſort of obſer- 
vances are ſaid to be appointed for 
ever. But a little attention to the 
meaning of this expreſſion, in other 
parts of ſcripture, together with 
thoſe wherein a new covenant, to 
which the world ſhould be called, 
1s plainly promiſed, will prevent 
your miſunderſtanding the term of 
the: duration of thoſe ordinances, or 
taking the expreſſion in its ſtricteſt 
ſenſe. It here denotes no more than 
a long time, during which the Jetu- 
l ſtate and policy ſhould continue; 
limited according to the nature of 
the thing, and determinable at the 
will of the Almighty legiſlator, who 
at firſt created and eſtabliſhed them. 

S. What do you properly mean 
by the goſpel ? 

T. It is the hiſtory of the con- 
ception, birth and life, with the 
doctrines of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
To which we may add the acts and 
writings of his holy apoſtles. In 
theſe are contained the glad tidings 


of the kingdom of God, and the 
free offers of his grace and truth to 
mankind. In theſe life and immor- 
tality are brought to light; and in 
theſe is contained a revelation of the 
power and will of God, for the ſal- 
vation of all thoſe, that believe in 
his Son ; and this is properly called 
the covenant of grace, in oppoſition - 
to the former, which was the co- 


venant of works. 


S. How many parts or books does 
the New Teſtament contain ? 

T. Four goſpels ; the acts of the 
apoſtles ; fourteen epiſtles by St. 
Paul; one by St. James; two by 
St. Peter ; three by St. John, and 
one by St. Jude; * the reve- 
lation of John the divine. 

n : Who were the goſpels written 

"I, By St. Matthew, Mark 
Luke and Fohn, who are called 
Evangeli/ts. 

S. Do all theſe evangeliſts recite 
the ſame things ? 

T. Not always: each of the 
evangeliſts ſeems to have had his par- 
ticular view. For St. Matthew has 
been thought chiefly to deſcribe 7e- 


ſus Chriſt as a man. St. Mark as a 


king. St. Luke as a prieſt ; and St. 
John as God. 

S. Where will you begin this 
hiſtory ? 

T. With the birth of Jahn the 
Baptiſt, the fore - runnet of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as had been foretold by the 
prophets, 1/a. xl. 3. Malac. iii. 1; 
appointed to prepare his way before 
him, or to ſet all things in readineſs 
for his appearing, and manifeſting 
himſelf to the world, and putting 
an end to the old, and opening a 
beginning for the new diſpenſation 


of God's will to mankind. | 
2 2 S. Who 
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S. Who was this John the Bap- 
#ft ? 15 

T. He was of the ſacerdotal rank, 
ſon of Zacharias, of the family of 
Abiab, which was the eighth in the 
courſe appointed by David for the 
ſeryice of the temple. Some have 
thought, that this Zacharias was 
at laſt ſlain by the command of He- 
rod the Great; being privately mur- 
dered between the porch and the 
altar, or in an incloſure that ſur- 
rounded the altar of burnt - offerings: 
and that he was the very Zathurras, 
the fon of Barachiah, whoſe blood 
our Saviour mentions to have been 
ſhed between the temple and the 
altar. But 

However this be, it is certain, 
that while this Zacharias was, in the 
order and courſe of his miniſtry, 
offering incenſe at the altar of the 
temple, the angel Gabriel was ſent 
to him from God, to inform him, 
that his wife, who ever had been 
barren, and was now well ſtricken 
in years, ſhould conceive, and bear 
him a ſon, whom he ſhould name 
John; and that he would be a Na- 
Zarite from the womb, and an in- 
ſtrument of God to convert many 
of the Jetus from the evil of their 
ways, and go before the Meſſiab, in 
the ſpirit of the great reformer Elias, 
to diſpoſe men to receive him. 
But Zacharias expreſſing ſome 
doubt of the meſſage, and deſiring 
a convincing ſign from the angel 
of the truth of it, was immediately 
ſtruck dumb, and continued ſo till 
after the child was born ; which 
happened according to the time, 
from his return to Hebron, where 
he dwelt with his wife Eliſabeth. 
This was in the latter part of the 
reign of Herod the Great, 
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S. How long was this before the 
birth of Chri/t ? 

T. About five months: for, the 
ſame angel Gabriel, fix months after, 
was ſent alſo to Nazareth of Galilee, 
to Mary, a virgin indeed of low 
condition, but of the family of Da- 
vid, and eſpouſed to Joſeph of the 
houſe and lineage of David alſo, 
She was ſaluted by the angel, with 
an Hail Mary full of Grace ; and 
while ſhe muſed m herſelf at what 
ſhe ſaw and heard, the angel to 


diſſipate her trouble, deſired her not 


to fear, for that ſhe had found fa- 
vour with God ; and then declared 
to her his meſſage, that ſhe ſhould 
conceive, and bear a ſon, whoſe 
name ſhould be called Jeſut, or 
Saviour; © That he ſhould be great, 
© and called the Son of the moſt 


© Higheſt; and that the Lord God 


© ſhould give him the throne of his 
© father David ;. and that he ſhould 
© reign over the houſe of Jacob for 
© ever; and that of his kingdom 
© there ſhould be no end. 

S. How did Mary receive this 
furpriſing meſlage ? | 

T. With great compoſure z- and 
only aſked the heavenly meſſenger, 
how, what he had told her would 
come to pals, ſeeing ſhe knew not a 
man. The angel hereupon aſſured 
her, that man ſhould have no part in 


the work, but that the Holy Ghoſt 


would himſelf form in her the child 
of which ſhe was to be the mother: 
and at the ſame time ſhewed her 
that her couſin Eliſabeth, who paſt 
for barren in the world, had alſo 
conceived a ſon in her old age; for 
that nothing was impoſſible with 
God. Mary humbly acquieſced with 
the good pleaſure and will of God, 
thus made known to her ; and _ 
| 1 
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fied her perfect reſignation, and 
pious diſpoſition of ſoul in theſe 
words: + Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord, be it unto me according 
« to thy word, Cc.“ 

S. Did Mary acquaint Foſepb 
herewith ? 

T. No: but without ftaying to 
conſider the high condition where- 
unto ſhe was now raiſed, ſhe under- 
took a painful journey to viſit her 
couſin Eliſabeth who dwelt in the 
hill country, to rejoice with her on 
this happy occaſion of her being de- 
livered from the reproach of barren- 
neſs: and no ſooner did ſhe enter 
into her preſence, but the child 
which Eliſabeth carried, leaped in 
her womb ; and Eliſabeth by divine 
inſpiration inſtantly cried out to 
Mary, * Bleſſed art thou among 
« women, and blefled is the fruit of 
„thy womb, Sc. 

S. How long did Mary ſtay with 
her couſin ? 

T. Three months. 

S. Did ſhe ſtill conceal her preg- 
nancy from Foſeph ? | 

T. Yes: but ſoon after her re- 
turn home to Nazareth, the ſymp- 
toms of her being with child ap- 
peared very viſibly. | 

8. How did Foſeph behave on 
this occaſion ? 

T. He was greatly troubled there- 
at ; but being a juſt man, and un- 
willing to make public the fault, of 
which he ſuppoſed her guilty, chu- 
fling to keep ſecret the failings of 
one whom he loved, and to whom 
he owed reſpect; reſolved only to 
leave her, to ſhew by this means, 
at leaft, his diflike of the evil, 
which a perſon ſo dear to him had 
committed. He might, purſuant to 


the laws, and cuſtom of the Fes, 
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have delivered her over to public 
and exemplary puniſhment : for 
theſe made it death for a woman to 
have carnal knowledge of another 
man, betwixt the eſpouſals and the 
conſi mation of the marriage 
But bc was more ic. er of her re- 
putation 21 and being mind 
ed to put herr an an- 
gel from heaven, by gut revealed 
to him the whole council and ope- 
ration} of God, and the fecret of 
this divine child. Foſeph comforted 
by theſe words of angel, who 
had enjoined him alſo to take Mary 
to him to wife, and that he ſhould 
give the name of Jeſus to the child, 
when it ſhould be born, took her 
immediately home to him, though 
he had no carnal knowledge of her 
before ſhe was delivered of her firſt- 
born ſon Jeſus Chri/t ; nor, as is 
generally and piouſly believed, ever 
after. 

S. Ihave heard that eus, or the 
Saviour of the world, was to be 
born of the houſe and lineage of 
David ? 

T. So he was: for, do but exa- 
mine the genealogies of our Saviour's 
anceftors, and you'll find that he 
was of the line of David, both by 
his reputed father Joſeph, accord- 
ing to St. Matthew, and of his mo- 
ther Mary, according to St. Luke, 
whoſe pedigrees they ſeverally give 
you. Foſeph was deſcended from 
David by an elder branch, and 
Mary by a younger. 

S. When was Feſus Chrift born ? 

T. In the 36th year of Herod the 
Great, and in the 44th year of the 
emperor Cains Julius Ceſar Au- 
guſtus, who had been called Oa- 
vius or Octavianus, before his de- 
feat of Mark Anthony, Which ti- 
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tles of Czſar and Augufius were for 
many ages after aſſumed by the Ro- 
man emperors. 
S. Where was he born ? 
T. At Bethlehem, which was the 
city, or place of David's nativity, 
and about five miles ſouth of Jeru- 
S. How did this happen, when 
you ſay that Mary lived at Naza- 
reth, a ſmall city ſixty miles north 
from Jeruſalem ? 
T. God, whoſe prophet, Micab v. 

2, had long before pointed out this as 
the place of Chr:/?'s birth, put it into 
the mind of theemperor Augu/tus, in 
the time of profound peace, which 
the whole Roman ſtate then enjoyed, 
to enquire into the ſtrength and 
riches of his dominions, by making 
an univerſal regiſter of the people, 
and levying a poll-tax in propor- 
tion to the circumſtances of every 
ſubject. To this end, an edit was 
publiſhed, requiring all perſons 
within the Roman empire, {to which 
nn was then tributary) to aſſem- 

e inthe cities of their reſpective fa- 
milies, and there regiſter their poſ- 
ſeſſions and conditions, among thoſe 
of the ſame family and houſe with 
themſelves. —On this occaſion Jo- 
ſeph and Mary, being of the houſe 
and lineage of David, were obliged 
to repair to Bethlchem : whither 
Mary was no ſooner arrived, but 
ſhe was providentially delivered of 
the Meſſiah, who is Chrift the Lord. 

S. Was the birth of this great 

perſon immediately made known 
and folemaly publiſhed to the 
world ? 

7. Not to all the people. For 
the city at that time was ſo crowd- 
ed with ſtrangers, that the holy 
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pair were content to lodge in 2 
ſtable ; where ſhe was delivered, 
and the immaculate Son of God, at 
his firſt entrance into the world, 
was laid in a manger, ſecreted as it 
were from the fight of all men, ex- 


- cept a few poor ſhepherds ; who, as 


they attended their flocks in the 
neighbouring plains, being certified 
of this birth of Chriſi by a company 
of the heavenly hoſt, repaired to 
the ſtable, and adored the new- 
born babe. 

S. Did his parents do for him 


according to the law? 


T. Yes: they had him circum- 
ciſed on the eighth day : not that 
he ſtood in any need of circumciſi- 
on, as this is conſidered as a remedy 
againſt original fin ; becauſe in his 
incarnation he had contracted no 
pollution: but, as he was made 
of woman, made under the law, 
and came to fulhl all righteouſneſs,” 
it became him to receive the cha- 
rater and ſign, which God had or- 
dained to diſtinguiſh the Jews from 
all other nations. And, 

As ſoon as he was forty days old, 
his mother, in compliance with the 
cuſtom of the law, went up to the 
temple to purify herſelf, and to pre- 
ſent her firſt-born ſon. 

S. Did the child Jeſus ſtill re- 
main'unnoticed ? 

T. He was not as yet manifeſted 
to {ſrae! : but God was pleaſed to 
diſcover him to an honeſt, plain, 
devout man called Simeon, one who 
waited for the conſolation of //rael ; 
and to Anna, an ancient widow of 
the tribe of Aſer, of exemplary pi- 
ety and deyotion : Who, coming in 
when the child Jeu, was brought 
into the temple, filled with the ſpi- 
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rit, prophetically acknowledged him 
to be the true Miſſiah, and gave 


thanks to God for what he ſaw in 


that excellent Canticle, Lord, 
« nowletteſt thou thy ſervant depart 
in peace, according to thy word; 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
tion, &c.” And not long after the 
celebrating theſe legal performan- 
ces, before Foſeph and Mary had left 
Bethlehem, we read of the arrival of 
the three wiſe men from the Eaſt; 
who, being conducted by an un- 
common ſtar, and perhaps informed 
by ſome good angel, that it denoted 
the birth of the Meſſiab, or king of 
the Jews, proceeded to Feruſalem, 
in queſt of him to pay him their ho- 
mage; where loſing the ſight of the 
far for the preſent, they enquired 
for the new-born king of the Jeros. 

S. Did they find him out? 

T. Their enquiry raiſed great 
uneaſineſs and jealouſy in Herod, 
and filled the city no leſs with ſur- 
priſe : and Herod having aſſembled 
and conſulted the whole body of the 
Sanhedrim thereon, they told him 
that the m_ according to the 
prediction of the prophet Micah, 
ſhould be born at Bethiebem in Ju- 
dah. Herod reſolving with himſelf 
to cut him off, if poſſible, privately 
aſked the wiſe men the exact time 
when the ſtar appeared ; and defired 
they would go and ſearch diligently 
at Bethlehem for the young prince, 
and when they had found him, 
bring him word, that he might go 
and pay homage to him likewiſe.— 
Having received theſe inſtructions, 
they departed; and, in their way, 
were agreeably ſurpriſed with the 
appearance a-new of the ſame mira- 


culous ſtar, that had ſerved to con- 
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duct them hitherto, and which now 
guided them to Bethlehem, and to 
the very houſe where Jeſus was, 

S. How did they behave to the 
child Jeſus? 

T. Having firſt proſtrated them- 
ſelves, and paid adoration to him 
in the moſt humble manner; ac- 
knowledging him to be the Son of 
God, they preſented bim with gold, 
frankincenſe and myrrh. 

S. Did they obey Herod's direc- 
tions, in returning and giving him 
notice where the child was ? 

T. No: God who knew the ſe- 
cret purpoſe, and wickedneſs of 
Herad's heart, to confound his vain 
wiſdom, directed them in a dream 
not to return to Feruſalem, but to 
go back into their own country by 
ſome other road. And ſoon after 
Joeſeph was expreſly commanded by 
an angel to retire by night with 
Mary and Jeſus into Egypt, and to 
remain there till he ſhould receive 
word again from him. 

S. How did Herod behave when 
he found he was mocked of the wiſe 
men ? | | 
T. Being no leſs inraged at his 
own diſappointment, than want of 
reſpe& in them, he ſent forth and 
ſlew all the children, that were in 
Bethlebem, and the coaſts thereof, 
from two years old and under ; in- 
tending by ſo general a maſlacre, 
inevitably to deſtroy this young 
prince, and thereby all the expecta- 
tions of the Jews. 

S. Is not this the ſame Herod, 
that was ſo cruel to put his own 
wife and children, Cc. to death? 

T. Yes: but he was ſoon after 
ſeverely viſited by God for the 
murder of theſe innocents. He fell 
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into a lingering and waſting fever, 
and was puniſhed with grievous ul- 
cers in his intrails and bowels; a vio- 
lent cholic; an inſatiable appetite ; 
. venomous ſwelling in his feet; con- 
vulſions in his nerves; a nerpetual 
aſthma, and ftinking breath ; rot- 
tenneſs in his joints, and privy mem- 
bers, accompanied with prodigious 
itchings, crawling worms, and in- 
tolerable ſmells ; ſo that he was a 
perfect hoſpital of incurable and 
loathſome diſeaſes. Vet though he 
could not be inſenſible that it was 
the hand of God that purſued him 
in a ſignal manner by ſuch a horrid 
variety of pains and torments, in- 
ſtead of preparing for death, and en- 
deavouring a reconciliation with the 
Almighty, his heart was ſo hardened, 
that to prevent the general joy, which 
he was conſcious would appear all 
over his dominions at his death, he 
deviſed the moſt horrid project, that 
ever entered into the mind of man, 
for celebrating his death. For, while 
he thus lay fick at Jericho, he ſum- 
moned. the whole body of his nobles 
to attend him there; and having 
thereby got them within his power, 
commanded his ſoldiers to ſhut 
them up in the Hippodrome ; and 
calling his ſiſter Salome and her huſ- 
band Alexas, with ſome other of his 
friends and confidents, he enjoined 
them, that the moment he expired, 
the ſoldiers ſhould put all thoſe per- 
| ſons confined in the Hippodrome to 

the ſword ; and then, and not be- 
fore, to publiſh his death. 

S. Was this command executed ? 

T. No: for as ſoon as be was 
dead, they opened the Hippodrome, 
and permitted all the * to 
ea gy home. 
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S. Who ſucceeded him? 

T. Having left three ſons, Arche. 
laus, Philip and Herod Antipas, he 
by will deviſed his dominions after 
this manner. Lo Archelaus he gave 
Judæa, Idumeza and Samaria : to 
Philip the government of Auronitis, 
Trachonitis, Panea and Batanea : 
Herod Antipas had the command 
of Galilee and Petræa left him; and 
to his ſiſter Salome he left ſome par- 
ticular cities, with a conſiderable 
ſum of money. 

S. Did Foſeph return from Egypt 
upon the death of Herod ? 

T. He was on that event ordered 
in a viſion to return into the land 
of Iſrael, but when he arrived in 
Judæa, and found that Archelaus, 
who inherited the cruel temper of 
his father, ſucceeded to the govern- 
ment in thoſe parts, he to accom- 
pliſh the prophecy which foretold 
our-Saviour ſhould be called a Na- 
zarene, retired to Nazareth, the 
city where he had before reſided, 
and which was under the juriſdiction 

of Herod Antipas. | 

S. How did Archelaus rule ? 

T. So badly, that his ſubjects 
impeached him to the Roman em- 
peror ; who after a full convicti- 
on of his guilt, deprived him of his 
government, confiſcated all his 
goods; baniſhed him to Vienna in 
Gaul, and reduced his dominions to 
the form of a Roman province un- 
der the management of a procura- 
tor, who in ſome caſes was ſubject 
to the preſident or governor of Syria. 

S. Did our Saviour give any ex- 
traordinary marks of his divine miſ- 
ſion in his infancy ? 

T. The goſpel takes no notice of 
any thing that paſt from his infancy 
| to 


to his baptiſm, (excepting that he 
increaſed in wiſdom and ſtature, and 
in favour with God and man) till he 
was twelve years of age. His pa- 
rents were accuſtomed to go up to 
Jeruſalem once a year to the feaſt 
of the Paſſover. And being now 
twelve years old, Jeſus went up 
with them: but, after the octave of 
the feaſt. was accompliſhed, and his 
parents were returning home with a 
great company of their neighbours 
and acquaintance, he without his 
parents knowledge remained be- 
hind. As it might be cuſtomar 
for the children to aſſociate with 
yo of their acquaintance in the 
ay-time, they ſuppoſed he was in 
the company; but when night came 
on, and the child Jeſus was not to 
be found, his parents were ſore a- 
fraid that ſome accident had hap- 
pened to him, and returned in queſt 
of him to * . and after 
three days they found bim in the 
temple, ſeated among the members 
of the great Sanhedrim, propound - 
ing queſtions to them and anſwer- 
* ing ſuch as they aſked, in fo extra- 
ordinary a manner, and with ſo 
much ſkill and prudence, that he 
raiſed the admiration of all that 
heard him.—It is not to be con- 
ceived what joy and ſurpriſe it was 
to his diſconſolate parents to find 
him in that place and circumſtance ; 
but they could not but gently com- 
plain of his withdrawing himſelf 
without their knowledge: but he, 
without making any apology, an- 
ſwered their complaints, with ſay- 
ing, Know you not, that I muſt 
be employed in my Father's buſi- 
b neſs, 

S. Did Jeſus return home with 
his parents ? 


Jeſus diſputing in the Temple. 


345 


T. Yes : he returned with them 
immediately to Nazareth, 

S. Does it appear in what ſtate 
he was brought up ? 

T. Moſt probably he aſſiſted his 
father in the trade of a carpenter, 
till the zoth year of his age, when 
he manifeſted himſelf to Jſrael. 

S. Who reigned at Rome at this 
time ? 

T. Auguſtus Czſar was yet alive; 
but he died about fix years after, in 
the 44th year of his reign ; and 
was ſucceeded by Tiberius Czar, 
the fon of his wife Livia by a fotmer 
huſband ; who was of a quite con- 
trary diſpoſition to his predeceſſor ; 
and who in the ſecond year of his 
reign, recalled Rufus, and appoint- 
ed Valerius Gratus, who after ele- 
ven years was ſucceeded by Pontius 
Pilate, a man, like his maſter, of 
a fierce, cruel, covetous and irre- 
concileable ſpirit, in thegovernment 
of Judæa. | | 
How did John the Baptift ap- 
pear to be the fore-runner of Chris, 
our Saviour ? 

T. In the 15th year of Tiberius, 
John who had hitherto lived in the 
deſart ſtate of ſolitude, began to 
make his public appearance on the 
banks of the river Jordan, and in 
the wilderneſs, preaching repen- 
tance, and baptiſing thoſe that came 
to him ; commanding them to re- 
pent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand; and that he was the 
perſon ſpoken of by the prophet 
Iſaias, who was to prepare the way 
Fa tan, a IM 

S. Was this the firſt inftance of 
3 among the Jetor ? 

T. No: this cuſtom was no new 
nor ſtrange thing among the Jews. 
It had always been 2 
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and practiſed, as an emblem of pu- 
rification from paſt guilt, and a rite 
of entering ſolemnly into covenant 
with God.—It is ſuppoſed to have 
been practiſed by all the congrega- 
tion before the giving of the law on 
Sinai; and all heathen proſelytes 
were obliged to receive the ſame, 
as an evidence of their repentance 
for paſt offences, and a profeſſion 
of their future obedience. f 
S. Was John's baptiſm the ſame 
in ſubſtance with the Chriſlian? 
T. No: this baptiſm of Jahn was 
not in ſubſtance the ſame with the 
Cbriſtian baptiſm. For John nei- 
ther did, nor could baptiſe his diſ- 
Ciples in the name of the Holy 
Ghoſt, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt was 
not yet given, Nor did he baptiſe 
them in the name of Chriſt; for 
then there had been no need of that 
queſtion, whether he himſelf were 
the Chriſt or not? But as faith is as 
neceſſary a qualification for bap- 
tiſm, as repentance, ohn propound- 
ed our Lord for the object of faith to 
all, who were baptiſed by him; fay- 
ing, that they ſhould believe in 
him, who ſhould come after him, 
i. e. on Chrift Jeſus, Acts xix. 4. 
So that the imperfection of John's 
baptiſm lay in this, that though it 
prepared men to be Chriſtians, yet 
it did not make them ſo. 


S. How had John paſſed his life 


- hitherto ? 


T. He had led a retired, auſtere 
and holy life ; and when he began 
to preach, he enforced his doctrine 
of repentance by the example of his 
own mortifications ; eating only of 
what nature produced in deſart pla- 
ces, and being eloathed with the 
ſkin of a wild beaſt. | 

S. Did he gain any proſelytes? 

3 ; 
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T. The brightneſs of his virtue, 
and the auſterity of his life, needed 
no miracles to gain him belief; for 
all ranks and degrees of the people, 
and ſome of the Phariſees, Sadducees 
and Publicans, looking upon him as 
more than a man, and judging him 
to be the Aas, reſorted to him 
to be baptiſed of him. 

S. Who were the Phariſees ? 

7. They were the moſt conſider- 
able ſet among the Jews ; and 
took their name from a Hebrew 
word, which ſigniſies diviſion or 
ſeparation ; for they affected to diſ- 
tinguiſh themſelves from the other 
Iſraelites by a more ſtrict manner of 
life. — They were very numerous; 
and their learning, exact obſervance 
of the ceremonial law, and their 
works of ſupererogation, gained 
them great credit and influence a- 
mong the people in our Saviour's 
days. They imputed much to the 
eternal decrees of God and to fata- 
lity ; but like the Stoics, left to 
men a liberty of doing good aCtions, 
or not. 

Their power and credit filled 
them with pride. And by their own 
inventions or traditions they render- 
ed the commandments of God of 
none effect. And therefore our Sa- 
viour, in the courſe of his miniſtry, 
upbraids them with oſtentation, 
hypocriſy, ſelf- love, and corrupt- 
ing and perverting the ſcriptures of 
God. But, 

As they believed the immortality 
of the ſoul ; admitted a kind of 
tranſmigration of the ſouls of good 
men, which might paſs from one 

body to another, and acknowledged 
the exiſtence of angels and ſpirits z 
ſo they believed the reſurrection of 


the dead, and all its ——_— 
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S. Who were the Sadducees ? - 
T. They deſcended from one Sa- 
loc, who lived above 250 years be- 
ore Chri/t ; and were very nume- 
vous and powerful from the days of 
the high-prieſt, John Hyrcanus, 
who was drawn over to their prin- 
jples and party, as I have remark- 
d before. In the days of Alexander 
rannæus, the Sadducees got poſſeſ- 
jon of all the offices of the Sanhe- 
drim. Caiaphas, who, as you will 
hear in its proper place, was the 
high prieſt, and condemned Chriſt 
to death, was a Sadducee, as was 
alſo Ananus the younger, who put 
to death James, the brother of our 
Lord. : 
They maintained the mortality 
of the ſoul ; denied a reſurrection 
of the ſame body, and the exiſtence 
of angels and ſpirits. — They denied 
ll fatality, and by preſuming that 
God did not attend to the evil that 
is done in the world; and making 
man the abſolute maſter of all his 
own actions; they really denied 
WGod's univerſal and particular pro- 
Nvidence over his creatures. 
S. Who were the Publicans ? 
T. They were the tax-gatherers, 
deputies or collectors to the farmers 
of the public revenue under the Ro- 
man emperor ; and this tax being a 
badge of ſubjection and dependence, 
the collectors thereof were moſt 
hateful to the people, and were 
looked upon by them as a prophane 
ſet, and who made no conſcience of 
the exactions and frauds which their 
office gave them an opportunity to 
commit. The Jews carried their 
diſlike to thoſe of their own nation, 
who accepted of this employment, 
ſo far, as to rank them with the 


tiſing now for ſeveral months; 
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heathen, and to exclude them from 


even the common courteſies and of- 
fices of life. 

S. Where did John baptiſe thoſe 
that came to him ? | 

T. At Bethabara, i. e. the ford- 
ing-place over Jordan, not far from 
Jericho; and, as ſome ſuppoſe, in 
the very ſame place where the ark 
ſtood, while the 1ſrazlites paſſed 
over. ; 

S. Did the Jews, who began you 
ſay to look upon Fohn as the pro- 
miſed, and the now publicly ex- 
pected Meſſiah, interrogate him on 
this head ? 

T. Yes: but he freely and openly 
declared that he was not the Ae. 
ftah ; but that this blefſed perſon 
would come ſhortly and baptiſe 
them with another baptiſm than he 
baptiſed with, namely with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with fire. 

S. Did Jeſus go alſo among the 
multitudes to Bethabara to be bap- 
tiſed of Fohn ? 

T. Yes: for when John had pre- 
pared the way for his coming and 
appearance, by preaching and bap- 

e- 
ſus left his retirement at — 
and came, and was alſo baptiſed of 
John in Jordan; that he might per- 
form all the righteouſneſs of the 
law, or whatever had a tendency 
to edify the people ; and by his pub- 
lic approbation, authoriſe the bap- 
tiſm of Jahn; that by this rite alſo 
he might be initiated as it were to 
his prophetic office, and be conſe- 
crated to the ſervice of God ; and 
aboliſh thereby the ceremony of the 
Fewiſh baptiſm, and more effectu- 
ally recommend that of his own in- 


ſtitution, to which this of the Bap- 
ri 
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tiſt was an introduction; and more 
eſpecially, that, in the preſence oſ 
the Baptiſt, and all the company 
reſorting to him, he might obtain 
the teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and of his Heavenly Father, to con- 
firm John in the belief of his being 
the promiſed Maſſiah, and to induce 
the people, as ſoon as he began his 
miniſtry, to follow him, and con- 
form to the doctrines he taught. 
S. Did John the Baptift know 
Jeſus when he came ? 

T. John, by a ſpecial revelation, 
knew that the Meſſiah was born, 
and that he was ſhortly to baptiſe all 
men with the Holy Ghoſt, But he 
did not know him perſonally ; they 
having been bred up in different and 
diſtant countries. Yet when Jeſus 
approached, John, by an immediate 
revelation, was aſſured that this 
ſame Jeſus was the great perſon, of 
whom the world was in ſuch great 
expectation. And therefore when 
TFeſus preſented himſelf to be bap- 
tiſed, Fohn forbade him, acknow- 
ledging his ſuperior dignity, till 
Jeſus ſatisfied him of the neceſſity 
and expediency thereof. 

S. Did John baptiſe him? 

T. Ves: at which time a moſt 
illuſtrious manifeſtation is made of 
the Bleſſed Trinity; for the Son of 
God aſcending out of the water, and 
praying, the heavens are opened, and 
the Spirit of God, in the manner 
and ſhape of a dove, deſcends upon 
him; and the voice of the Father 
is heard from heaven, ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleaſed : and Fohn ſeeing this bears 
record that this is the Son of God; 
and continued to ſpeak of him to all 


people, aſſuring them that 7e/us 
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Chrift was the Maſſias ſo often pro- 
miſed and ſo greatly deſired; and as 
for himſelf he frequently and plain- 
ly told them, that he muſt decreaſe 
in his fame, and be obſcured by an 
infinite ſurpaſſing light. 
i * What became of Jeſus after 
this 
7. He immediately withdrew in. 
to the wilderneſs of Judæa, direct. 
ed thither by the impulſe of the 
Holy Spirit: where, after he had, 
like Moſes, faſted forty days and 
forty nights, he was tempted per- 
ſonally of the devil. | 
S. How did the devil tempt Je 
ſus ? 
T. This proud ſpirit, not con- 
»ceiving he could really be the Son 
of God incarnate, concealed under 
ſo mean an outſide, and deſtitute, 
reſolved however to try, by taking 
advantage of his long faſting and 
hunger ; and therefore attacked him 


firſt with deſpair, and diſtruſt of 


God's care of him. And when 7. 
ſus had refuted that blaſphemous in- 
ſinuation with declaring, that God, 
when he pleaſed, could ſupport 
and nouriſh men by extraordinary 
means, the devil tried how far he 
could enſnare him with pride and 
preſumption. He drew him thence 
and tranſported him on the top of 
a pinnacle of the temple, and bade 
him caſt himſelf down from thence, 
and try if God would interpoſe 
and fave him from deſtruction in 
the fall; for, that there was a pro- 
miſe that the angels ſhould bear 
him up, ſo that he ſhould receive 
no hurt. But Feſus reſiſted this 
temptation, by ſhewing that man 
muſt not tempt the providence of 
God any way, nor venture upon 

| dangers 
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dangers without neceflity. When 
Jeſus had foiled him in this ſecond 
attempt, the tempter at laſt had re- 
courſe to the charms of ambition, 
a temptation he had practiſed with 
too much ſucceſs ever ſince the fall 
of our firſt parents. Therefore Sa- 
tan promiſed to give him all the 
kingdoms of the world, with all 
their pomp and ſplendor, if Jeſus 
would fall down and worſhip him. 
This blaſphemous inſolence and im- 
pudence provoked the Lord to ex- 
ert his divine power, and to com- 
mand bim peremptorily to be gone 
with this memento, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” 


S. Did the devil obey his com- 


mand? 
J. This anſwer of our Saviour's 


put him to flight; and Jeſus im- 


mediately was ſtrengthened in his 


human natare by heavenly food, 
brought to him by the holy angels, 
who came and miniſtered unto him. 

S. Did the devil attack Jeſus 
after this ? 

T. Never perſonally : but he rai- 
ſed up the Scribes and Phariſees, the 
elders and the people of the Fews, 
and the high-prieſt and the Roman 
governor to perſecute him, and to 
put him to death ; as you will hear 
in the courſe of this hiſtory, 

S. Who is the devil or Satan? 

T. Asto the import and meaning 
of the word, it ſignifies a calumni- 
ator, adverſary, or accuſer 5 and 
is uſed particularly to denote that 
evil one, or chief of the rebel an- 
gels, for their pride caſt down from 
heaven, who tempted our firſt pa- 
rents; by which, ſin and death came 
into the world, and is at all times 


the avowed enemy of the ſervants 
of God. 

S. Where was the deſart in which 
Jeſus faſted ? 

T. It is ſuppoſed to be about fix 
hours travel from Jeruſalem near 
the plains of Jericho; and the moun- 
tain where the devil repreſented to 
our Saviour's view all the glory of 
the world, is now called the Qua- 
rantana. | 

S. Did Fohn the Baptiſ follow 
our Saviour ? | 

T. No: but while Jeſus was in 
the wilderneſs preparing for his pub- 
lic miniſtry, John in his preaching 
to the multitude declared him to be 
the true and long expected Mefhah. 

S. Did not this declaration dif- 
turb the ſtate ? 

T. The Sanhedrim were no ſoon- 
er informed of the report that the 
Meſſiab was come into the world, 
but they ſent a deputation of Phari- 
ſees, who believed the tranſmigra- 
tion of ſouls, to enquire of Jobn 
who he was? To which John ex- 
plicitly replied, that he was not the 
Meſſiah, nor Elias, nor any of the 
old prophets riſen from the dead, as 
their tradition vainly ſuppoſed : but 


that he was that prophet, whom 


Jeremiah foretold ſhould be, The 
voice of one crying in the wilder- 
© neſs ; make ſtrait the way of the 
Lord: and that his baptiſm was 
only of water, but the efficacy of it 
depended upon one among them, 
whom they knew not, and whoſe 
dignity was ſo excellent, that he 
thought himſelf not worthy to be 
his ſervant. And the very next day 
after the Phariſees had received this 


anſwer, John, ſeeing Feſus coming 


again towards Bethabara, pointed 
* : him 
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him out to the multitude, as the 
true and immaculate Lamb of God, 
which taketh away, or is to die for 
the fins of mankind : and then con- 
cluded his teſtimony with a free de- 
Claration, that he knew him to be 
the Son of God. 
S. Did the people believe this 
teſtimony and declaration of John? 
T. It does not appear that they 
as yet. gave any great attention to 
it. But Feſus having left the wil- 
derneſs, and paſſed by Jordan, John 
ſeeing and crying out to his own 
diſciples, that this was the Lamb of 
God, two of them, Andrew and 
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_ The NEW TESTAMENT explained. 
John, immediately left the Baptif, | 


and applied themſelves to and fol- 


lowed Fefus : Andrew went and in- 
formed, with great joy, his brother | 
Simon, afterwards called Peter, that | 


he had found the Meſſiah ; and he 


became one of Chri/?'s diſciples alſo. | 


The next day Philip, (an inhabi- 
tant of Bethſaida, formerly a very 
ſmall village, but afterwards a mag- 
nificent city, built by Philip the 
Tetrarch, by the name of Julias, in 
reſpect to Julia, the daughter of 
Auguſtus Ceſar) and Nathaniel or 
Bartholomew of Cana in Galilee, 
Joined themſelves to his company, 


TRAP. A, 
Jeſus manifeſteth himſelf to the Jews; clears the Temple of Money- 


Changers, &c. 


His Interview with Nicodemus. 


Jeſus inſti- 


tutes Baptiſm. John Baptiſt's Inpriſonment. Jeſus's Diſcourſe 


with the Woman of Samaria, 


Jeſus at Cana, Nazareth and 


Capernaum. His Cure of the Nobleman's Son, Demoniacs, 


a Leper and Paralylic. 


The Phariſees ſeek Occaſion to accuſe 


him. Goſpel Fats proved from Jewiſh and Heathen Authors, 


S. 1 N what did Jeſus firſt more 
; remarkably manifeſt his di- 
vinity to the world ? 

T. A particular accident and the 
exigencies of ſome perſons gave him 
a fit opportunity and occaſion for it : 
for ſoon after he was joined by theſe 
five diſciples, he, together with 
them, and his mother, being invit- 
ed to a marriage feaſt in Cana, a 
ſmall place in Galilee, not far from 
Nazareth, the wine not holding 
out, 7eſus immediately by the word 
of his mouth, turned a large quan- 
tity of water into good wine, to the 
great ſurpriſe of the whole company. 


This public miracle both manifeſted 
his own divinity, and confirmed his 
diſciples faith. 


S. Where did Jeſus commonly | 
reſide after he came out of the wil- 


derneſs ? - 


T. At Capernaum, a City built / 


after the Babyloniſh captivity, on 
the ſea-coaſt of Galilee, in the bor- 


ders of Zebulon and Nephthalim, ' 


But though it was at that time the 
metropolis of all Galilee, it is now 
no more than a village of a few 
poor fiſhermen, | ; 
S. Did Feſus return from Cana 
to Capernaum? 
| T. Yes: 


Jeſus manifeſteth himſelf to the Jews. 


T, Yes : but it being near the 
ſeaſt of the Paſſover, which began 
on the 14th of Niſan, he haſted to 
Feruſalem, according to the cuſtom 
of the Jews. 

S. Did he ſhew himſelf openly 
then to Iſrael? 


7. The firſt act of authority he 


exerciſed was to clear the temple of 
the money-changers, graſiers and 
huckſters; which he did by driving 
them out with a ſcourge. 

S. How did theſe ſort of people 
get admittance into the temple to 
defile it, by buying and ſelling 
therein ? 

T. You muſt remember that there 
were three courts belonging to the 
temple: viz. the court of the prieſts, 
where the altar of incenſe ſtood : 
the court of the //raelites, where 
the clean Jews, and Gentile proſe- 
lytes, that were circumciſed, and 
embraced the whole law of Moſes, 
aſſembled for their devotions : and 
the court of the Gentiles, where the 
unclean Few, and the Gentile, who 
believed in God, but was not cir- 
cumciſed, were permitted to enter, 
and worſhip. Now it was from 
this laſt mentioned court that Jeſus 
drove thoſe prophaners of the tem- 
ple, who, under a pretext of having 
the ſacrifices at hand, were per- 
mitted by the prieſts, for their ſor- 
did gain, to bring their cattle, and 
other legal ſacrifices, and to ſupply 
ſtrangers with money at an unt ea- 
ſonable uſury. 

S. How did the Jews behave on 
this proceeding of our Saviour ? 

T. They were very much offend- 
ed thereat ; and though the conſci- 
ouſneſs of their own guilt made 
them pay a ready obedience and ac- 
quieſcence to the command of 7e- 


351 
ſus, they could not for bear aſking 
by what public authority he did 
thoſe things? and demanded a ſign 
of this extraordinary commiſſion, he 
ſeemed to exerciſe and act under. 

S. Did Jeſus fatisfy their de- 

mand ? 
T. He bid them deſtroy that tem- 
ple (underſtanding the temple of 
his body) and in three days he will 
raiſe it up: hereby prophetically 
foretelling his own death by the 
7ews, and his reſurreQion, by his 
own power. But the many and a- 
mazing proofs he gave of his divine 
miſſion, by the miracles he wrought, 
ſoon ſpread his fame about thoſe 
parts, and among the great people. 
Among theſe N:codemus, a confider- 
able Phariſee, and a member of the 
Sanhedrim, being much concerned 
at what he had heard of our Saviour, 
reſolved to know the truth, and 
not by report, but by converſing 
with Jeſus himſelf: and to avoid 
public notice, and the reproach of 
a too credulous diſpoſition, went to 
him by night, that he might converſe 
freely, and ſo judge for himſelf. 

S. What paſſed at this private 
interview, between Jeſus and Ni- 
codemus? 

T. Nicodemus told our Saviour, 
that the great number of miracles 
he wrought, left no doubt with 
him, that he was a maſter ſent from 
God. But our Saviour after hav- 
ing ſhewed that we ought not to 
ſuffer ourſelves to be blinded by the 
praiſes of men, informs him that a 
mere belief of his divinity was not a 
ſufficient qualification to make him 
dis diſciple ; but that except he was 
born again of water and the Holy- 
Ghoſt, became by baptiſm a fon of 
God, and admitted to all the "we 0 
t 
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tual privileges, which were annexed 
to this holy ordinance, he could not 
fee the kingdom of God, i. e. he 
could not be a true Chri/tian here, 
nor a ſaint hereafter. —N:icodemus, 
though a chief maſter in /rae!, not 
being able then to comprehend it, 
much ſtartled at Chri/'s aſſerting 
the neceſſity of a man's being born 
again, before he could enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven ; but our 
Saviour baving proved from ſcrip- 
ture the truth of the doctrine of 
this great article of regeneration, 
and illuſtrated it by the inviſible and 
marvellous effects of the holy Spirit, 
who breatheth where he pleaſeth, 

like the wind that bloweth where 
it liſteth; whoſe ſound indeed, we 
hear, but know not whence it 
cometh, nor whither it goeth ; he 
inſtantly removed all his doubts, and 
ſo illuminated his underſtanding in 


other great myſteries of faith, that /. 


henceforward he became an emi- 

nent convert to the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion, a public aſſertor of its, truth, 

and of the innocency of the holy 
author of it, at his death. 

S. Did Jeſus gain no more diſ- 
ciples by theſe miracles at Jeruſa- 
lem? 

T. Yes : many were perſuaded 
of his Meſſiahſhip; and, when the 
paſſover was ended, followed him 
about the province of Fudea ; where 
he alſo made many converts, and 


cauſed them to be baptiſed for the 


remiſſion of their ſins. 

S. Did Jeſus baptiſe them? 

7. No: he commiſſioned his 
diſciples to perform that office. 

S. At what place did Jeſus begin 
his baptiſm ? 

T. The Evangelifts mention no 
particular place; but it is reaſon- 
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able to ſuppoſe it was at Bethabarg 
near Jericho, where the baptiſm of 
repentance for fins was firſt admi- 
niſtred by John the Baptiſt. 

S. Was John the Baptiſt remo- 
ved from Bethabara? 

7. Yes: he was now baptiſing 
at Anon, a place remarkable for 
ſprings of water. : 

S. Were not the followers of Joby 
the Baptiſt jealous on account of 
this new baptiſm being adminifſtredii 
by the diſciples of Chri/? ? 

T. Finding the numbers theſe 
drew after them, they complained to 
John, as though it was an uſurpati- 
on of his miniſtry : but he took oc- 
caſion from a diſpute agitated be. 
tween the Fews and his diſciples 
touching purification, to inſtru 
them very particularly of the perſon 
and office of Chri/t ; and made a 
plain declaration to them, tbat Je- 
us was the Miah, the Son of 
God, ſent from heaven ; and that 
he himſelf was no more than his 
fore-runner : and having thus fuf- 
hciently proclaimed the Meſſ zah, he 
cloſed his commiſſion with theſe 
important words, * He that be- 
© lieves on the Son hath everlaſting 
© life ; but he that believeth not on 
© the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the 
© wrath of God abideth on him. 

S. What became of John the 
Baptift after this? 

T. He baptiſed no more; but 
went about as a faithful ſervant of 
God, publickly rebuking vice. 
And as Herod Antipas or Antipater, 
the Tetrarch of Galilee and Petræa, 
was a wicked, vicious and inceſtu- 
ous prince, he was bold enough to 
go to his court, and to rebuke him 
for his many enormities 3 but 
more particularly for cohabirng 
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with Herodias, his brother Philip's 
wife, | 

S. How did the court reliſh the 
Baptiſt's reproof ? 

T. Herodias was impatient of his 
free rebukes on this occaſion ; and 
though Herod paid at firſt a ſeeming 
regard to his admonitions, he was 
ſoon prevailed upon to caſt him in- 
to priſon, under a pretence of his 
being a promoter of ſedition, and 
dangerous to the government, by 
reaſon of the multitude of his fol- 
lowers. 

S. Was not 2 liable to the 
ſame accuſation 

T. Ves: and had he not retired 
with his diſciples from Judæa into 
Galilee, upon the news of the im- 
priſonment of Jen, the Phariſees 
jealous of his proceedings, had pro- 
bably ſeized on him alſo. 

S. Where is Galilee ſituated? 

T. It was a province of Pulſtine, 
extending itſelf chiefly into the nor- 
thern parts thereof. It is bounded 
by Lebanon and Syria on the north, 
by Phænicia on the weft, by Sa- 
maria on the ſouth, and by the ri- 
ver Jordan and ſea of Galilee on the 
eaſt. It is generally divided into 
the lower and upper Galilee : the 
upper is called the Galilee of the 
Gentiles, either becauſe its inhabi- 
tants were chiefly Gentiles, or be- 
cauſe it bordered on the Gentile na- 
tions of Phœnicia, Syria and Arabia. 
The whole country was fruitful and 
well cultivated, and the people la- 
borious and induſtrious. It con- 
tained many towns and villages, and 
ſo well inhabited, that the leaſt of 
them did not contain leſs than 
I $3000 ſouls, 
of a warlike genius ; reſolute to de- 
tend their liberties from all invaſi- 


The natives were 


ons; but ſo ſeditious, that they of- 
ten brought upon theniſelves the 
Roman arms, 

S. Did any thing remarkable oc- 
cut in this journey? 

T. As our Saviour paſt through 
the country of Samaria, at the en- 
trance of the town of Sychar, where 


Jacob's well ſtood, he had a very 


important dialogue with a woman 
of the country, while his diſciples 
were gone into the city to buy pro- 
viſions. This woman being come 
to draw water at this famous well, 
Jeſus deſired her to give him there- 
of to drink. The woman, perceiv- 
ing by his ſpeech and dreſs that he 
was 4 Jew, expreſſed her aſtoniſh- 
ment that he ſhould addreſs himſelf 
to a Samaritan; becauſe theſe were 
extremely abhorred of the Jetus. 
But Jeſus, laying afide all diſtinc- 
tion, and knowing her to be a wo- 
man of looſe life and converſation, 
began under the metaphor of water 
to diſcourſe to her of ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings ; and, to make her ſenſible 
of his omniſcience, he put her in 
mind that ſhe had been divorced 
five times for - adulteries, and told 
her, that ſhe then lived in fornica- 
tion. This being very probably a 
ſecret which the woman knew could 
not be known by a ſtranger, con- 
vinced the woman of his prophetic 
ſpirit : and therefore ſhe deſired his 
opinion in regard to the proper 
place of worſhip, whether it was 
on mount Ger:zzim or at Feruſa- 
lem? To which Jeſus replied, by 
giving a preference to the form and 
place of worſhip among the Jetus ; 
but at the ſame time ſaid, that the 
time was approaching when the ſa- 
crifices and ceremonial rites ſhould 
ceaſe, and when God, who is a 

A a ſpirit, 
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fpirit, expected to be worſhipped in 
a more rational and ſpiritual man- 
ner, than had been practiſed either 
— mount Gerizzim, or at Jeruſa- 
S. Where does Syebar lie? 

T. The city was called Sychar, 


or Sychem, or Shechem, and was the 
capital of the country of Samaria. 


It is the ſame, which now bears the 
name of Naplaſa, and ſtands in a 
narrow valley between mount Ge- 


rixaim on the ſouth, at the foot of 


which it is ſituate, and mount Ea. 


on the north. It conſiſts chiefly of 


two ſtreets, which lie parallel un- 


der mount Gerizzim, and is full of 


inhabitants, and is the feat alſo of a 
baſſa. 


S. Did not you tell me that 
Hyrcanus deſtroyed the temple on 


mount Gerixzim? 
. Yes ; but the Samaritans ſtill 


retain a little place of worſhip on 


that mount, to which they repair 
at certain ſeaſons, to perform the 
rites of their religion. 

8. I thought that Samaria was a 
city, and not a province. 

F. There was formerly a city 
called Samaria ; but that city was 
deſtroyed many years before our 
Saviour's miniſtry. And the Sa- 
maria here mentioned was a pro- 
vince of Paleſtine, ſo called from 
the city Samaria, which once was 
the capital of the kingdom of Fact. 
This province lies exactly between 
Judæa to the ſouth, and Galilee to 
the north, and extends itſelf from 
the Mediterranean ſea weſtward to 
the river Jordan eaſtward, taking 
up the moſt conſiderable part of 
what formerly belonged to the tribe 
of Epbraim, and the half tribe of 
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Manaſſeh an the weſt ſide of Foy. 
$. What was the foundation of 


the hatred of the Jews againſt the 


Samaritans ? 
T. The reaſons commonly af. 
ſigned are, that the Samaritans were 


moſt of them deſcended from the 


Cutheans, fent to Samaria by Sal. 
manaſer, when he carried the ten 
tribes into captivity : that the Sa. 


maritans mixed Pagan with Jewiſh 


rites in their worſhip ; and had con- 


ſecrated their temple on mount 


Gerizzim to Jupiter Olympus, to 
avoid the perſecution of Antiachus, 

S. Had the Jews no commerce 
with the Samaritans ? 

T. In ſome caſes they did buy and 
traffic with them: but the Phari- 
ſees pretended a tradition forbidding 
a Jet to borrow any thing of them, 
or to receive any kindneſs from 


them, or to drink of their water, 


or to eat of their morfels. This 


like many other traditions of theirs, 


which were not founded in the law 
of God, nor in equity, our Saviour 
rejected and defpiſed ; becauſe it 


ferved only to impair the law of 
common friendſhip and humanity, 


For he not only drank of the wo- 
man's water ; but afterwards went 
into the city upon the invitation of 


the people, and eat and converſed 
freely with the Sheehemites, | 

S. Did the woman believe in 
what Jeſus told her? 


T. Yes: for Jeſus having added 


to what he had ſaid before, that he 
himfelf was the Meſſiab, ſhe left 
her water-pots, ran into the city, 


ſhewed what had happened to her, 


and now openly profeſſed her belief 


that he was the great prophet ex- 
8 pected 
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ed to be ſent into the world. 
pon which many of the inhabi- 
tants crowded to the well, and in- 
vited him and his diſciples into their 
city ; where he confirmed their be- 
lief, with many divine ſermons. 

S. How long did Jeſus ftay there? 

7. Only two days: and pro- 
ceeded thence to Cana in Galilee. 

S. What remarkable acts did Je- 
ſus perſorm at Cana? 

7. He cured by his word only, 
and at a great diſtance, the ſon of 
a great officer at court, who lay at 
the point of death. This miracle 
convinced numbers of our Saviour's 
divinity, and converted them to the 
Chriſtian faith. 

And here we may properly date 
the beginning of our Saviour's 
preaching faith, hope and repen- 
tance ; the ſum and ſubſtance of 
the goſpel. 

S. Did he continue at Ca? 

T. No: he went about preach- 
ing and doing good in every village 
and place- whither he came : and 
when he was come to Nazareth, and 
went into the ſynagogue, the ma- 
ſter preſented him with the book of 
the prophets; as the cuſtom then 
was to offer it to any ſtrange grave 
laywan, that ſhould come in. T here 
he expounded the firſt verſe of the 
Ixift chapter of J@iah, fo clearly 
and gracefully, applying it in gene- 
ral terms to himſelf, that the whole 
congregation were aſtoniſhed at his 
parts: but they at laſt, ſtumbling 


at the meanneſs of his pazentage and 
education, and provoked by his up- 


braidings 'and freedom of ſpeech, 
would have thrown him headlong 
from the brow of the hill on which 


the city as built, had he not by a 


Jeſus calls Peter, Andrew, James, and John: 4395 


miracle delivered himſelf out of theig 
” pn left their city. 
K. Where did 7e/us remove 
when he left W ? * | 
T. To Capernaum, the metropolis 
of Galilee, as I told you before; 
fituated on a fine lake, which is 
called in the New Teſtament ſome- 
times the fea of Galilee, from the 
province of Galilee in general; and 
the ſea of Tiberias, from a town of 


that name, ſituated on its weſtern 


ſhore ; and the lake of Gennefareth, 
from that particular tract of Gablee, 
which bounded it a great way, on 
the weſtern fide. In the Qld Te 
tament it is called the ſea of Chin» 
nereth, Num. xxxiv. 11, It is 40 
furlongs broad, and 100 inlength z 
upon a gravel, which makes the 
water both of a good coloug and. 
taſte. This water is foſter than 
fountain or river water, and 
cold, that the rays of the ſun can» 
not make it warm, when it is en⸗ 
poſed in a veſſel, in the hotteſt ſea» 
ſon of the year. The river Jordan 
runs through the midſt of it, and 
ſtocks it with great variety of fiſh, 
of a taſte and ſhape not to be equals: 
led in any other place. . 
During our Saviour's ſtay at Ca. 
pernaum, whence he often went out 
to preach in the neighbouring parti 
he calls Simon Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, and afterwards ame: 
and Jabn to the apoſtleſhip. In the 
ſame town he delivers one poſſeſſed 
in the ſynagogue; cures St. Peter's 
mother in-law who lay ſick of a fe- 
ver; and at night he bad divers 
people brought to him, whom he. 
healed. The next morning being 
followed by his diſciples, he goes 
into 2 rt place, where great 
Aaz multicudes 
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multitudes follow him, paſſes from 
one place to another, preaching in 


the ſynagogues, and healing the 


S. Whither did Jeſus travel, after 
he left Capernaum? i 

T. He viſited the neighbouring 
cities in Galilee, where I have told 
you he manifeſted his miffion, by 
his doctrines and miracles ; preach- 
ing conſtantly in the ſynagogues ; 
curing all manner of diſeaſes, and 
caſting out devils. In particular, 
he exhibited an illuſtrious inſtance 
of-his divinity in the cure of a leper, 
with ſtretching. out his hand only 
to touch him. Leproſy was looked 
upon by the Jets as a ſpecial in- 
Mction of God, and therefore fo 
far above the power of art to re- 
medy, that the attempt to cure it 


by medicine, was eſteemed by them 


impious and preſumptive. This cure 
thus ſuppoſed to be reſerved to God 
alone, increaſed our Saviour's re- 
putation ſo much, that he was ob- 
- liged to retire for a while into a de- 
__ place, . the multitude of his 
followers ſhould give umb to 
the ſtate. 1 ro ; 
S. How long did Jeſus remain in 


- this retirement? 


7. When the crowds that fol- 
lowed: him were diſperſed, he re- 
turned in private to Capernaum, but 
was ſoon found out to be there; and 
the houſe where he abode was filled 
with a crowd of people, and of 
Phariſees and doctors of the law, 
who came from 'Feruſalem, and 
from Judæa and Galile, to hear his 
doctrine, and to ſee his miracles. 
This throng interrupting the ad- 
miſſion of the diſeaſed, four men, 
who brought a paralytic on his 
couch to be healed, were forced to 


uncover the roof of the houſe, and 
to let him down from thence in his 
bed into the room where Jeſus was 
fitting. 

S. What was the form and man- 
ner of building among theſe people, 
that they could let this paralytic 
perſon through the top of the houſe ? 

T. The houſes in Judæa were, as 
now, low built, and flat roofed, 
with a battlement breaſt-high ſur- 
rounding it. They aſcended to the 
roof by a pair of ſtairs within the 
houſe, which led to a trap door, 
even with the roof, and alſo by an- 
other pair of ſtairs, on the outſide 
of the houſe. By theſe outſide 
ſtairs the paralytic was carried, and 
let down through the trap door, or 
the way of the roof, as the Jews 
call it, which was fixed in the til- 


I How did our Saviour behave 
on this occaſion ? | 

T. Having publickly admired and 
approved their faith, he took this 
opportunity to aſſert his divinity in 
the preſence of theſe Scribet and 
Phariſees, by abſolving this man of 
all his fins ; which, as they knewand 
owned, is a power proper to God 
alone. Then he ordered the ſick 
man to riſe and walk ; which upon 
ſpeaking the word, he did inſtantly, 
to the great ſurpriſe, and convic- 
tion of thoſe, that a little before 
were ready to ſtone him for blaſ- 


phemy, in aſſuming the power of 


forgiving fins, which belonged to 
God only to do. Every one was 
filled with a reverential joy and 
awe, at the ſtrange and wonderful 
things they had ſeen and heard, prail- 
ed and returned thanks to God for 
the ſame. Jeſus ſoon after this, 


called Levi of Alphaus, a 
Levi as ph * 
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rich publican, to follow him; who 
readily left his gainful employment, 
obeyed our Lord's calling, and be- 
came his apoſtle. This was the e- 
vangeliſt Matt heru. ; 

S. Did the Phariſees join in the 
public joy and gratitude to God, 
for having given ſuch power unto 
men ? | 

T. No: they were envious there 
at, and waited an opportunity, to 
accuſe him of ſedition, blaſphemy, 
and immorality. - And finding him 
and his apoſtles after the call of 
Matthew, aſſociate with publicans, 


' (perſons whom the ers abhorred, 


and eat and drink, and converſe 
publickly with them and ſinners ; 
they were much ſcandaliſed there- 
at, and upbraided him therewith, 
and with his diſciples not faſting ; 
and having perſuaded ſome of John's 
diſciples to accompany them, they 
demanded of Jeſus himſelf, why it 
was his diſciples obſerved no faſts, 
when they, the Phariſees, and John's 
diſciples, were known to keep ma- 
ny ? But Jeſus, who knew the ſe- 
crets of their hearts, to confound 
their pride, told them, that, in re- 
gard to his company, * it is not the 
* whole, but the ſick that need a 
« phyſician, —God will have mer- 
cy, ar requires us to promote 
our neighbour's advantage, with all 
the kind offices we can, of which 


And that he came not to call the 
© righteous, but ſinners to repen- 
© tance.” 

And as to the faſting of his diſci- 
ples, he told them that it was not a 
proper ſeaſon for them to faſt and 
mortify themſelves, while he was 
with them: and that to impoſe ri- 
gorous auſterities, as neceſſary and 
acceptable, which God has no 
where commanded, and account 
theſe acts of will-worſhip as meri- 
torious, while they omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, was 
ſubſtituting another method of ſal- 
vation, than what God had pre- 
ſcribed chem, or would accept their 
performances in. wi 

S. Are there any evidences to be 
collected from Jetuiſb and Heathen 
authors, in confirmation of the ſe- 
veral goſpel facts you have mention- 
ed ? ok 

T. Yes. The Jewyb doctors 
expected the Meſſiah ſhould be born 
of an immaculate virgin, Julian 
the apoſtate, Chalcidius, and Pliny, 
acknowledge the new ſtar, or body 
of light, which conducted the with 
men from the eaſt to the new- born 
babe, Jeſus, at Bethlehem. Toje- 
phus witneſſeth that John the Bape 
tiſt was the fore - runner of Chrift > 
and Phlegon the heathen confeſles 
that Jeſus was a great prophets 
and both the Talmud, Celſus, and 


the care of the ſoul is greateſt, ra- Julian acknowledge many miracles 
ther than ſacrifice, or rites and or- which he wrought. | Wy 
dinances of the ceremonial law.— | 
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CHAP. II. 


Jeſus N org wp to Jeruſalem to keep the Paſſover. The Feaſt of the 


. Paſſover explained. The Cure of the Paralytic at the Pool of 
Betheſda. The withered Hand tired. The Calling of the A. 
gon and their Lives, viz. Of St. Peter, St. Andrew, James, 


ohn, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, 


James 


the Leſs, Simon, Jude er Judas, and Judas Iſcariot. 


after this ? 
T. No : the near of the 
paſſover called him to Jeruſalem." 
8. Why was he obliged to go up 


to * — at the paſſovex 

. I have already given you an 
mecount of the inſtitution of the 
paſſover: to which I ſhall now add 
ſome further obſervations neceſſary 
to give a fuller and more clear in- 
fight into the practice and cuſ- 
tom of the Vetus, upon this ſolemn 
feſtival, and which will ſerve alſo 
um an anſwer to your queſtion. 
This grand feaſt of the Jetus began 
yearly on the fourteerith of the 


8. ID Feſus continue long at 
8 


month Abib, which was aſterwards 


called Niſan (Nebemiuß ii. 3 
anſwers to the thirtieth day of March 
with us. The firſt ceremony to- 
Wards the keeping this ſolemnity 
began on the tenth day of Abib; 
when houſe or family took up 
the lamb intended to be eaten on 
the feaſt day, arid kept it till the 
fourteenth, uſing this caution to 
prevent their being impoſed upon 

the market, by one that other- 
wiſe might happen to be blemiſhed. 
And this was the reaſon pretended 
by the prieſts for ſelling ſuch Jambs 
in the outer courts of the temple, 
when Tefus turned them out, and 


72 
Eomiplained, that they had 
mplaine y ha * 


2 father's houſe, inſtead 


© houſe of prayer, a den of thieves, 
For as it was impoſhble for the 
Jetus that came from far to worſhip 
at Jeruſalem, to bring their paſchal 
lambs with them; the prieſts made 
A gain hereof, by providing of 
lambs which they warranted to be 
without blemiſh, and obliging tra- 
vellers to take them at the price 
* ſet on them, in the temple. 
n the thirteenth (for as ſoon 2s 
the ſun was ſet, the fourteenth « 
with them began; for the Jetus al- 
ways reckoned their days from ſun- 
ſet to ſun-ſet) they cleared their 
houſes of all' leavened bread ; and | 
that no remains thereof might be 
concealed within their walls, by 
any accident, they diligently ſearch- 
ed every hole and corner thereof 
with candles. (Zeph. i. 12.) On 
the fourteenth day, after my had 
done ſearching for, and caſt out 
the leavened bread, and performed 
the daily evening facrifice, about 
three o'clock in the afternoon: they 
began their paſchal facrifices, which 


at firſt were killed in the tabernacle 


(Deut. xvi. 2.) but afterwards in 
the temple at Jeruſalem, as being 
the place where the Lord had cho- 
ſen to place his name, Theſe ſa- 
crifices continued till about half an 
hour after fix, or the ſun-ſetting, of 
the fourteenth day. 
Theſe lambs might be killed by 
| any 
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Why Jeſus went to the Paſſover. 


Ifratlite that was not unclean, 
in the courts of the temple, but not 
in any private family. Though 
none but the prieſt could ſprinkle os 
« offer the blood on the altar. 

Theſe ceremonies being ended, 
and the ſun of the fourteenth d 
ſet, on the fifteenth (Levit. xxili. 
6.) they all eat the paſchal lamb in 
their own houſes, ſodden or boil- 
ed, cating unleavened bread there- 
with; and which bread they were 
to uſe for ſeven days, from this 
ſun ſet of the fourteenth day, which 
began, as you may obſerve, the fif- 
teenth day, according to the Jews 
manner of computation. 

This fifteenth day was called a 
Sabbath (ver. 11.) though it fell 
upon any other than the ſeventh day 
of the week. Becauſe it was ſanc- 
tied by God's appointment, and 
all ſervile work thereon was exclud- 
ed. This feaſt concluded with an- 
other Sabbath, in memory of God's 
overthrow of Pharaoh and his hoſt 


in the Red. ſea, on the ſeventh day 


from the inſtitution of the paſſover. 

On the ſecond day of the paſſo- 
ver, or ſixteenth day of the month, 
they offered up the l ſheaf of the 
fruits of the barley harveſt. The 
other five days were obſerved alſo 
as holy days in offering the peace- 
offering and ſin- offerings, which 
had been reſerved to that time; 
but theſe were not obſerved with 
the ſame ſtrictneſs as the two pre- 
cedings days. And as this feaſt was 
inſtituted for rejoicing (Deut. xvi, 


IT, 14.) the Jetut in proceſs of 
time intr the uſe of wine at 
the paſſover. 


In this manner was this feaſt ce- 


lebrated; and all the males of Ca- 


xaen, except children, Sondimen, 
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and ſtrangers uncircumciſed, were 
obliged under the pain of excom- 
munication to keep it at Jeruſalem, 
(Deut. xvi. 16. ns- hg 13.) 
except hindered by a journey, ke 
neſs, or legal uncleanneſs. And 
even theſe perſons were obliged to 
keep the paſlover, onthe fourteenth 
day of the ſecond month, (2 Ghrox. 
XXX. 2, 3, fc.) | 

They that could bear the c 
were wont to ſtay the whole ſeven 
days; but this was a matter more 
of choice, than obligation; for, it 
is certain, that every one was at 
liberty to return home, as ſoon as 
they had eaten the paſchal lamb in 
the place where God had placed his 
ſanctuary. | 

From hence you may eaſily oolled 
the Kr our bleſſed Saviour 
was obliged to go up to alem 
to keep the EO Jer 

S. Ido, But as Canaan was a 
very populous country, to me it 
ſeems incredible that all the males 
could be lodged in Feruſalem ; or 
that the ſtate would allow ſuch an 
. of men to be at one 
place, ſince thereby, they muſt 
have leſt the women and children, 
Sc. in others, expoſed to the in- 
vaſion and ravages of an enemy; 
and particularly, that ſuch num- 
bers could not be accommodated in 
the courts of the temple, where 
the al lambs were killed. 

As to the ſecond objection, I 

ſay, If God be with us, who can 
hurt us? The Fews, as their own 
writers teſtify, relied on this prin- 


ciple. God had commanded them 


ſo todo, They complied with this 
ordinance as their bounden duty + 
and relied upon God's protection oſ 
their families. And the Almighty 

Aag% reſtrained 
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reſtrained the fury of their enemies, 
ſo long as they continued in his ſer- 
vice. And as to the firſt and the 
third. All the Jewiſb writers a- 
gree, that they were always well 
accommodated, though upon a mo- 
derate computation eleven hundred 
thouſand men, that were come up 
to the paſſover, periſhed at the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, by Titus. 
Nor ought it to be thought a _ 
incredible, that they could be al 
accommodated in the courts of the 
temple : for as the area of the three 
courts of the temple, beſides the 
other places where it was lawful for 
them to kill the lambs within the 
ſanctuary, contained above 435,600 
ſquare cubits; theſe courts on- 
ly might admit 500,000 men at 
a time: ſo that allowing a ſucceſ- 
ſion of ſacrifices, one company 
might ſo give place to another, that 
every male might have room to 
perform his duty within the time 
appointed. _ | 

S. How happened it that theſe 
eleven hundred thouſand men, that 
were come up to the paſſover, were 
not protected from the ſword of Ti- 
tus, as you ſay they had been de- 
fended from their enemies on the 
like occaſion heretofore ? 

T. Becauſe the Fews had cruci- 
fied the Lord's anointed ; by whoſe 
death the paſſover was aboliſhed, 
and of whom the paſchal lamb had 
been only a type. —They were, at 
that time, not ſerving the Lord; 
but filling up the meaſure of their 
own iniquity by laying an undue 
ſtreſs on the commandments of 
men. | 

S. I thank you for this inftruc- 
tion. But, pray, what notable 
works did Feſus at Je en, dur- 
ing this ſecond paſſo ver) 
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T. He on the Sabbath cured x 
poor paralytic, at the pool of Be. 
theſda, who had been in that con- 
dition thirty-eight years. . 

S. Where was this pool? 

T. Near to the houſe of m 
or hoſpital of Betheſda, and wy 
from that part of the mount, on 
which the temple ſtood, called the 
king's garden, (Nehem. ill. 15.) 
commonly uſed for the waſhing of 
the ſacrifices; and was ſurrounded 
five porticos, and occaſionally im- 
pregnated with ſuch a ſanative vir- 
tue, that it cured all manner of dif- 
tempers under certain reſtrictions. 

S. What were the reſtrictions? 

T. It cured no body, till an an- 
gel ſent from heaven, deſcended, 
and put the pool into a fermenta- 
tion; and it only cured the firſt per. 
ſon that was plunged into it, aſter 
ſuch commotion. 

S. Where did the diſtempered 
perſons wait for the opportunity ? 

T. There was always a great 
number of lame, halt, blind, wi- 
thered, and diſeaſed, that lay in-the 
porticos for that purpoſe. Amon 
whom was this poor paralytic, w 
had in vain waited here to i cured, 
having no body to help him in, up- 


on the troubling of the waters. 


S. How did 7% heal him? 

. TFeſus —— his pitious 
condition, ſaid unto him, Wilt 
© thou be made whole ?* but the 
man ſuppoſing him only to aſk, if 
he defired to * dipped in the wa- 
ter at the proper time, modeſtly ſet 
forth the difficulty he was under, 
from not having any afliſtance to 
help him in due time to plunge into 
the pool. hereupon ſaid unto 
bim. + MP tn up thy bed and 
walk.“ And the paralytic aroſe, took 
up hjs bed and walked, being made 
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inftantly and perfectly whole and 
ſtrong. "IP ns 
$. Was not the carrying of his 
bed a breach of the Sabbath, on 
which day it was forbidden to carry 
2a burthen (Fer. xvii. 21, 22.) un- 
der the penalty of death or ſcourg- 
ing? 

* The Fews, that ſaw him, ex- 
claimed againſt it, as ſuch: and 
when they heard that Jeſus had 
commanded him fo to do, notwith- 
ſtanding the miracle by which he 
enabled -him to perform it, and 
which ſhould have juſtified the ac- 
tion, as being the work of , God, 
and therefore agreeable to his will, 
they brought him before the ſanhe- 


| drim, in order to his puniſhment, 


for an open prophanation of the 
Sabbath-day. And indeed the letter 
of the law ſeemed to countenance 
and warrant their proceedings in 
this caſe; but the ſpirit of it was en- 
tirely in favour of our Saviour's 


command. For it may be alledged, 


that the law only prohibited civil la- 
bour, and reſtrained men from car- 
rying burthens on that day, in the 
way of their buſineſs or occupations; 


| but that it neither did, nor could 


forbid any thing that might be a 
teſtimony of God's neſs, or 
mercy to mankind, For God who 
prefers mercy to ſacrifice, hath 
more regard to the moral intent, 
than the literal obſervation of any of 
his precepts. Therefore, as the 
Sabbath was made for the honour 


of God; and this act was a de- day 


monſtration of the completeneſs of 
the man's cure, and a public mo- 
nument of God's mercy and power; 
the man properly ſpeaking did not 
break the Sabbath, nor could Jeſus 
thereby juſtly incur any cenſure from 
the 7ews, | 

5 | 


* 


S. Could not Jeſus have cured 
the paralytic, without obliging him 
to carry his bed, and giving there- 
3 ſcandal and offence. 

Ves certainly: but he had a parti- 
cular view and intention herein: for as 
after the multiplication of the loaves 
and fiſhes, he ordered his diſciples 
to take up as many fragments that 
remained thereof, as filled twelve 
baſkets; and commanded the water 
which he made wine at Cana, to 
be firſt carried to the ruler of the 
feaſt to prove the reality and good- 
neſs of it: as he ſent the leper he 
healed to preſent his oblation to the 
prieſt in token of his cure; ſo to 
demonſtrate and make more pub- 
lic the greatneſs and reality of this 
miracle alſo, he ſeems purpoſely to 
have bidden the paralytic take up 
his bed, and go home on the Sab- 
bath day, when ſo unuſual a fight 
he knew would be taken notice of 
by the people, and could not fail 
of putting them upon the enquiry 
after the perſon and the occaſion of 
this breach of the Sabbath, in the 
midſt of Jeruſalem, the capital of 
their nation, and center of the Je- 
h church. 8 | | 

K. What defence. did our. Lord 
make on this occaſion, + the 
accuſations of his enemies | 

T. He pleaded the example of 
God his heavenly Father; and that 
he only followed this in doing works 
of mercy and goodneſs, which 
were not omitted on the Sabbath- 


any more than any other. | 
Were the rulers of the ſanhe - 


8 
drim Fer by his defence ? _ 
T. No: they. were much more 
provoked againſt him; becauſe he 
not only defended the legality of 
the paralytic's bearing his burthen ; 
but in his diſcourſe before them Fer 
y 10 
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| — has made no mention o 


the title of the Son of God; and 
thus claimed a coequality of power 
with him. 

S8. What was the reſult of our 
Baviour's defence before the ſanhe- 
Grim ? 

T. Though they diſmiſſed him 


for the preſent, not being able to 


queſtion or withſtand the force of 
His "Miracles, and the inference of 
his power from "thence, over the 
Sabbath, yet, we find their Phariſai- 
ral malice catching at an occaſion 
Which offered the very next Sab- 


" Bath, to impeach him and his diſ- 


ciples, before the people, of impiety 
by 9 — of that day. 

. But I have been told that there 
was no pool endued with this heal- 


ing quality at Jeruſalem: becauſe 
the eminent Jetoꝶſb hiſtorian, 92275 
it in 

T. True: Jeſephus is ſilent up 
6n this head. But is he not ſilent 
alſo with reſpect to ſeveral other ex- 
traordinary facts mentioned by other 
eminent and reſpectable hiſtorians 


of thoſe times? He does not ſo much 


as mention the public and general 
maſſacre of the infants at Bethlehem : 


no wonder then that he paſſeth o- 


ver the cure of this paralytic by Je- 


u. Nor ſhould his ſilence move 


us to doubt of the veracity of the 
evangeliſt, which it would be in- 
—＋ to put upon a bare level with 

is: eſpecially, as we can affert, 


upon the — oh of Tertullian, 


that this pool ceaſed to be beneficial 
to the Jetos upon their final perſe- 
verance in blaſphemy and infidelity 
againſt Chris, which was ſome time 
before Foſephus began his book of 
Joie Antiquities, x 
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S. What freſh cauſe did Jeſu 
give the Jes, to impeach him of 
impiety, and a breach of the law, 
on the next Sabbath- day; which 
you 8 now intimated? 

. His diſciples indeed gave the 
offence, by pulling of ears of corn, 
and eating them to ſatisfy their 
hunger as they paſſed through the 
fields, on the Sabbath-day; and the 
Phariſees complaining of this, 'as a 
prophanation of the Sabbath, and up- 


braiding his difciples therewith, Je. 
ſus vindicated the action by inſtane- 


ing ſeveral caſes whereritual _ 
tions had given, and ſhould a 
give place to thoſe of a moral and 
perpetual obligation, ſuch as works 
of neceſſity; and ſhewed that it 
could be interpreted no criminal 
breach or violation of the Sabbath, 
to do acts neceflary to preſerve life; 
and as he himſelf being, as he told 
them before, the Son of God ; and 
conſequently © the Lord of the Sal- 
bath ; had power to diſpenſe with, 
and did in ſuch inſtances diſpenſe 
with the ceremonial laws concern- 
ing it, eſpecially whenever they in- 
terfered with, or came in compe- 
tition with works of neceſſity and 
intrinſic worth. 

S. How did the Phay:/ees receive 
this declaration ? 

T. Their reſentment riſing in 
proportion to their prejudices, we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe they were 
beyond meaſure offended, and fe- 
folved his deſtruction. But 7% 
who knew the ſecret purpoſes of 
their hearts, withdrew with his diſ- 
ciples into Galilee; whereby, tho 
he fruſtrated the preſent evil inten+ 
tions of his enemies at Jerialm, 
he neverthelefs' found his doctrine: 
and his 'corduRt narrowly ne 


_ 


and ſcrutiniſed by the Scribes and 
Phariſees, wherever he went: for 
while he preached in the ſynagogue, 
and healed there a man, on the 
Sabbath-day, who had a withered 
hand, the Phariſces, his avowed 
and conſtant enemies, queſtioned 
him about the lawfulneſs of healing 
on the Sabbath; and though they 
could not gainſay the reality and 
dneſs of his miracles, neither 
object to the force of his argu- 
ments, in defence of the lawfulneſs 
of working them on the Sabbath; 
yet blinded with malice, they con- 
ſpire againſt him, with the Hero- 
diam, or the officers of Galilee, then 
under Herod's juriſdiction, how they 
might deſtroy him. Upon this Je- 
ſus withdrew with his diſciples into 
another government by the ſea ſide; 
tting that rule in practice which 
he had given his diſciples ; < When, 
ſays he, they perſecute you in one 
city, flee ye to another.” From 
hence I would defire you to obſerve, 
that when Jeſus by his doctrine and 
miracles, could neither work that 
belief, nor reformation. they were 
intended to æffect, but that men by 
reaſon of the hardneſs and impe- 
nitency of their hearts, were more 
offended in him, he uſually depart- 
ed, that he might give place to 
© their wrath,” and ſecure himſelf 
from the effects of their malice : 
leaving us thereby this inſtruction, 
for our uſe and example, that if we 
wait for troubles, when we can ho- 
neſtly and prudentially avoid them, 
we cannot expect that God will di- 


liver us: for God hath no where. 


promiſed to work miracles for our 
deliverance, nor engaged to fave 
thoſe, who are not careful to ſave 
themſelves.--Hehath commanded us 
to © take up our croſs,” when he lays 


Jeſus retires, and chuſeth Fwvekve Apoſtles. 


ther way, and honeſtly, 
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it in our way; but he hath not com 
manded that we ſhould go out and 
ſeek it; nay, or that we ſhould 
meet it, when we can paſs 


ano- 
with 
a good conſcience, i. 

S. Has not God promiſed to ſue- 
cour thoſe that are tempted, or are 
in danger? | 

T. Yes: but they are only ſuch 
as are purely paſſive in the thing. 
God will certainly protect thoſe, 
that obey his commands, and in 
caſes of real and unavoidable diffi- 
culty, exert a vigorous faith, and 
well grounded truſt; but he never 
As a blind zeal, and hot-head- 

preſumption. They that are 
their own tempters, muſt not ex- 
pect God's deliverance or aſſiſtance. 
48 What did Jeſus at the ſea - 

T. His fame ſpreading abroad 
wherever he came, it was impoſſi- 
ble for him to be long concealed ; 
therefore, multitudes followed him, 
and brought from all parts of the 
nation, even from the coaſts of 


Tyre and Sidon, thoſe who were 
poſſeſſed and diſeaſed, and he cut 


ed them all; the demoniacs bear- 
ing teſtimony to his divinity, and 
publiekly confefling him to be the 
Son of God. 


S. Did Jeſus continue long in 


T. Being preſſed much with the 
multitudes that followed after him, 
and preparing now for 'the future 
eſtabliſhment and tion of 
the faith, he withdrew to a ſolitaty 
mountain, where having continued 
all night in prayer, he ſelected 
twelve perſons out of the number bf 
thoſe, that eonſtantly attended on 
him, and proſeſſed to believe in 
his name, to be his diſciples, and 

witneſſes 


this-place ? 
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witneſſes of his doctrine and mira- of fiſhes, which they had taken by 
cles. Theſe anſwered myſteriouſly his command, and ſo ſtrengthening 
to the number of the patriarchs in their ſtaggering faith, they quitted 
the ancient church, or twelve tribes their nets ans Foun, and followed 
of 7/rael, whom he told they ſhould our Saviour. 
judge at the general reſurrection, At this time, Jeſus had his chief 
fitting on twelve thrones: and reſidence about Capernaum, whither 
were called apoſtles, from being St. Peter had removed; and here 
appointed his meſſengers to preach Peter's wife's mother lying ſick of 2 
His goſpel to the Gentiles, fever, was reſtored to health by our 
FK. What were their names? Saviour: we read no more of him 
T. Peter, Andrew, James, John, from this, till the calling of the a- 
Philip, Bartholomew, hew, Tho- poſtles at mount Tabor; Fom which 
mas, James the Leſs, Simon the Ca- time Peter continued with Jeſus in 
naanite, Jude or Fudas, the brother all his miniſtry ; and though upon 
of James, and Judas Iſcariot, who ſeveral occaſions he ſhewed abun- 
was the perſon that betrayed him dance of reſolution and forwardneſs, 


afterwards to the Fews, he ſometimes betrayed a great deal 
S. What account have we of of human frailty and weakneſs in 
Peter ? the cauſe of his ſuffering maſter, 


T. Peter was born at Beth/aida, a Thus we hear Jeſus rebuking him 


illage, in upper Galilee, fituated on for want of faith (Matt. xiv. 31.) 
the banks of the ſea of Tiberias, and At another time our Lord ſaid unto 
was the ſon of one John, Jona, or him, Thou art an offence unto 
Fohanna, a fiſnerman and brother of me. Get behind me Satan, 
Andrew, and of the tribe of Naph- (Matt. xvi. 23.) And laſt of all we 
thali; His name originally was Si- come to a paſſage in his life, which 
mon or Simeon; but when called to will teach us, by his example, how 
the apoſtleſhip, our Saviour gave _ the beſt men are to failings, 
him the name of Cephas, a Syriac and how vain a thing it is for any 
word, which ſignifies a ſtone or to put confidence in his own ſtrength, 
a rock; and in Latin, petra; from For he who had made ſo many aſ- 
whence is formed the preſent name ſeverations of his conſtancy, and ne- 
of Peter. ver to forſake him, nor deny him, 
He was a married man and lived whoever did; not only flipped away 
with his wife and mother-in-law at with the reſt of the diſciples, when 
Capernaum. Andrew his brother, he was apprehended by his enemies; 
brought him firſt to Jeſus. Aſter but in the high-prieſt's hall, when 
they bad an interview with our taxed by ſeveral perſons for bei 
Lord, the two brothers returned for one of his diſciples, with oaths 
ſome time to their occupation; till imprecations, denied that he fo 
about the end of the ſame year Jeſus much as knew the man. And 
paſſing on the ſhore of the lake this though he had before confeſſed 
Genneſareth, ordered them to follow that Jeſus had the words of eternal 
him; and confirming the doctrine life, and was the Chriſt, the Son of 
be preached by a miraculous draught the living God; though he was firſt 
-*4 n 2 D d 144 | mentioned 
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The Life of St. Peter, the Apoſtle, 
our Saviour, were but the fulfilling 


mentioned in the nomination of the 
apoſtles ; and with James and John 
was permitted to behold our Lord's 
transfiguration. However he ſoon 
moſt bitterly bewailed and repented 
of his Jenial of Chrift, -and ever af- 
ter exerted great zeal and induſtry 


in preaching his goſpel, and ſuffer-- 
- wrought 


ing for his name. | 

Peter and John were the firſt of 
the apoſtles that. haſted to the ſe- 
pulchre after the women's report of 
Chriſt's reſurrection. Peter ſtepped 
into the ſepulchre ; believed that 
Jeſus was riſen from the dead ; and 
was that very afternoon comforted 
by Chriſi himſelf, who appeared to 
him, and, as ſome have thought, aſ- 
ſured him that his repentance was 
accepted. 

From the reſurrection to the aſ- 
cenſion, Peter was frequently diſ- 
tinguiſhed by Jeſus from the reſt of 
his apoſtles. And in particular he 
commanded him to feed his lambs 
and ſheep, and gave him ſome gene- 
ral information of the manner of the 
death he ſhould die. 

After Jeſus was aſcended, Peter 
propoſed the election of another a- 
poſtle to ſupply the place of Judas 
the traytor. And when for the bet- 
ter enabling them to propagate the 
goſpel among the Gentiles, they 
were all inſpired with the gift of 
tongues, and other — . gifts, 


on the feaſt of Pente, as had 


been promiſed them, he ſtood up 
and defended them from the calum- 
ny of the Jets, who would inſinu- 
ate that the operation of the Holy 
Spirit was only the effect of drunken- 
neſs : and made it clear to them that 
heard and ſaw what happened to 
them, that the doctrine, miracles, 
death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion, of 
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of thoſe ſcriptures. that had been ſo 
plainly propheſied of them. Upon 
which occaſion. he ſpake with fo 
much divine power, that three 
thouſand perſons immediately em- 


braced the Chriſtian faith. A few 


days after, miracles began to be 
the apoſtles; and Peter 
was the who in the name of 
Jeſus cured one that had been a crip- 
ple from his birth, who lay begging 
alms at the gate of the temple. 
But this miracle which brought a 
reat concourſe of people about 
kim, and his diſcourſe on that oc- 
caſion to the people, that ſaw it, 
which impeached the whole nation, 
of the Fews of the murther of the 
Meſſiah, and declared that what. 
was done, was not by any {ſkill of 
his, but by the power, and in the 
name of that Ghri/?, whom they had 
crucified; and exhorting them with - 
al to expiate ſo horrid a crime by a 
timely repentance, ſo enraged the 
prieſts and Sadducees, that they con- 
vened him and his companion Jahn 
before the ſanhedrim and chief ma- 
giſtrates, as diſturbers of the pub- 
lic peace. But Peter was ſo far, 
from being intimidated by that 
court, that he boldly: aſſerted that 
he ated by the authority. and in the, 
name of that 'Ze/us, whom they 
crucified, who was rifen from the 
dead, and was made the chief cor- 
ner ſtone, though rejected by them. 
This intrepidity, and the reputa- 
tion which they had obtained a- 
mong the people, by the late mira- 
cle; and the converſion of no leſs 
than five thouſand ſouls, at the ſe- 
cond ſermon of Peter, the day be- 
fore this ſummons, overawed the * 
magiſtrates, who let Peter and 7 abu 
. a depart, 


- 
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depart, with only an injunction to 
ſpeak or teach no more in the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; which Peter and 
Jobn refuſed to obey, faying they 
were bound to obey God, rather 
than men. | 

The next time we hear of Peter, 
is in the caſe of Auanias and Sapphi- 


ra (who having conſented to ſell an 


eſtate, and throw the money into the 
common ſtock to be equally divided, 
reſolved ſecretly to retain a part 
thereof, and brought the reſt, and 
laid it at the apoſtle's feet) were 
truck dead for this their covetouſ- 
neſs, deceit, and diſſimulation. This 
ſevere proceeding gave terror to all 
that ſaw or heard it: As v. 1, 2, 3- 
And the fame of this ſpread fo much 
abroad, that the people brought 
out their ſick into the ſtreets, and 
laid them where Peter was to paſs, 
that at leaſt his ſhadow in paſſing by 
might light on fome of them, and 
cure their diſtempers. 
Theſe things could not but give 
freſh uneaſineſs to the rulers of the 
people ; who therefore reſolved to 
put a ſtop, if poſſible, to them. In 
order to which they cauſed Peter, 
&c. to be apprehended and commit- 
ted to priſon. But no human pow- 
er could reſiſt the council of God, 
vrho ſent an angel from heaven, and 
makes the priſon doors fly open and 
ſet the apoſtles free. Word being 
brought to the ſanhedrim that the 
priſoners were at liberty, and preach- 


ing in the temple, they were again 


ſent for, and by the high- prieſt taxed 
of their diſobedience, in acting con- 
trary to the commands and order of 
the council; to which Peter gave an- 
ſwer to the ſame effect as before. 
But Gamaliel, a man of great learn- 
ing and prudence among them, when 
the apoſtles were withdrawn, pre- 
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vailed with the council, not to pro- 
ceed too violently againſt them or 
put them to death; ſo that aſter 
they had been ſcourged, they were 
diſmiſſed; with command not to 
preach any more in that name. 
We read no more of Peter, till 
we find him deputed by the whole 
body of the apoſtles at Feru/alem to 
go to Samaria, after the martyrdom 
of Stephen. Here he conferred the 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt upon the 
new converts; whereby they were 
enabled toperform miraculous cures, 
This being obſerved by one Simon a 
magician, he offered the apoſtle a con- 
fiderable ſum of money to confer on 
him the power of working miracles, 
with the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
But Peter rejected with diſdain and 
deteſtation the inſolence and corrup- 
tion of his heart, who thought the 
gifts and graces of God were to be 
purchaſed with money; and made 
this vain hypocrite confeſs his offence 
and ſue for pardon. From hence 
he returned to Feru/alem ; and after- 
wards viſited every place, where 
churches had been planted by the 
diſciples, till he arrived at Lydaa, 
Here he cured the paralytic neas 
who had lain bed-rid for eight years; 
and being ſent for from hence to Fop- 
pa, he there performed a moſt ſur- 
priſing miracle by raifing to life a- 
gain Tabitha who had been newly 
dead. | 
The fame of theſe miracles ſpread- 
ing abroad, while Peter continued 
at Ppa, he was fent for by Corneli- 
5, a devout and charitable man, but 
a heathen centurion at Cæſarea Phi- 
lippi, to inſtru him, and his fami- 
ly, in the faith. But leſt a meſſage 
of this nature from a heathen might 
be rejected, as being inconſiſtent 
with 7ewi/b principles, in 7. 
eter 
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The Life of St. Peter, the Apoſtle. 


Peter had been educated, (which 
made it à crime to converſe with 
the Gentiles } the Almighty, who had 
before directed Cornelius, by ſending 
an angel to him, to this method of 
proceeding, while the meſſengers 
were in the way to Joppa, fignified 
his pleaſure in this caſe to Peter, and 
W reſolved all ſcruples that might op- 
poſe a compliance with ſuch a re- 
W queſt, by a viſion of clean and un- 
clean creatures, of which he com- 
manded him indiſcriminately to eat, 
as being all purified by the command 
of God. 8 
Cæſarea, and preached Jeſus Chriſt 
to Cornelius, &c. the Holy Ghoſt de- 


ſcended upon all that heard him; 


and having baptiſed them in the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he 
returned to Jeruſalem. 

The apoſtles and brethren at Je- 
ruſalem took offence at this conduct 
of his, at his return to Jeruſalem : 
for theſe through a ſtrong prejudice 
of education and the force of old 
cuſtoms, and the animoſity of their 
country towards people of all other 
nations but their own, were for ex- 
cluding the Gentthes from the benefits 
of a Saviour : and therefore rebuked 
Peter for thus laying open the parti- 
tion wall of ſeparation between them. 
But he having related what had hap- 
pened to him and Cornelius, and repre- 
ſented to them that God is no reſpec- 
ter of perſons; and that what he had 
done was in conſormity to the di- 
vine will revealed in an heavenly 
viſion, they returned God thanks for 
their conviction, 

The controverſy however which 
aroſe among the converts on this oc- 
caſion was not eaſily or ſpeedily de- 
termined, For the Fewih converts 
crowding for circumciſion, and the 
obſervance of the Moſaical law to 


3 


When he was come to 
Bitbynia, Cappadocia, and Pontut, 


367 
be joined with the profeſſion of the 
Chri/tian faith, as equally neceſſary 
to ſalvation, the Genti/es on the other 
{ſide maintained that the Judaic law 
was aboliſhed, and that the faith 
and profeſſion of the goſpel was ſuſ 


ficient for ſalvation, Theſe diffe- 
rences occaſioned a council 
of the apoſtlesto be afterwardscalled 


at Jeruſalem. But before this expe» 
dient was thought of or propoſed, 
Peter went to Antioch, to viſit tha 
churches in that city, &c. And 
from hence it ſeems he at ſeveral 
times made the tour of Aſia- minor, 


as his epiſtles teſtify. And at laſt, 
as it is affirmed, he travelled as far 
as Rome; not as the papiſts pretend, 
to take upon him the univerſal bi- 
ſhopric of the whole earth, and to 
ufurp a primacy and ſupremacy a- 
mong, and over the apoſtles 
and apoſtolic churches; but to preach 
Chrif# and his goſpel as others did; 
in doing which it is related that he 
oppoſed and confounded the Sama- 
ritam magician, Siman; who being 
fruſtrated as I before obſerved of his 
expectations of buying the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, had now given 
himſelf up to the devil, and was by 
his diabolical arts and devices ainong 
the citizens of Rome efteemed lit- 
tle ſeſa than a deity among them. 
Peter preſently expoſed the impoſ- 
tor, and diminiſhed his reputation 
very much by laying open his preva- 
ricating tricks and deluſions, and by 
working real miracles; though he 
could not ſtay long enough entirely 
to defeat all the ſucceſs and effect 
of his former credit from his impoſ- 
tures, his preſence being neceſſary 
at this time in his own province. 
Upon Peters return to Antioch, he 
was convened to Feruſalem, to = 
£ 
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ſult with James, and the reſt of the 
apoſtles, for the well ordering of the 
churches, which had been every 
where eſtabliſhed. This was dur- 
ing the paſſover, in the 
year of Chri/t. W of the 


goſpel had now given ſuch umbrage gl 


to the unbelievers, that Herod Au- 
tipas was prevailed- upon to perſe- 
cute all thoſe of that perſuaſion in his 
dominion. And having put to death 
James (called the er) the bro- 


ther of Fob, who is the third men- 


tioned in the liſt of the apoſtles; he 
afterwards ſeized on Peter with the 
ſame deſign alſo ; and delivered him 


to four quaternions of ſoldiers, to 
keep him in priſon, during the eight fe 


days of the paſſover, intending 
Eaſter to bring him forth to the peo- 
pies and publickly put him to death. 
t he was miraculouſly delivered 
an angel from his impriſonment 
and from the hand, and power of 
Herad, the night before he was to 
have been executed. | 
Peter recovering from the aſto- 
 niſhment of his deliverance, went to 
the houſe of St. Marts mother, 
where many of the faithful aſſembled 
and paſſed the night in prayer to 
God for him ; and having enjoined 
them to give notice of his deliver- 
ance to the reſt of the brethren, he 
retired to a place of ſafety from Fe- 
ruſalem. MW; 
We hear no more of our apoſtle, 
till the year fifty-one, except we 
ſhould give ear to the conjectures of 
thoſe, that find him during this in- 
terval in Arabia ; a ſecond time at 
Nome; and fome ſay, in this iſland 
of Britain. However that be, we 
are ſure that Peter was at the coun- 
cil of the apoſtles ¶ Anno fifty- one) 
in which he appeared in behalf of 
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forty- fourth 


the Chriſtians at Antioch and af. 
liſted at the decree that the Gentil 
converts ſhould not be obliged to 
ſubmit to the legal obſervances ; but 
only abſtain from fornication, from 
the uſe of blood, from things ſtran- 
ed, and from meats offered to idols, 
This decree gave great content 
to the Gentiles, and put an end to 
the contentions theſe diſputes had 
raiſed. After the breaking up of this 
council, Peter went to Antiach ; 
where hefell into an error that ſeem- 
ed to contradict all he had done be- 
fore, and was a freſh example of hu- 
man inconſtancy and weakneſs, For 
certain Fewiſh converts from Jeru- 
alem, coming to Antioch, he ſeparat- 
ed himſelf from the Gentiles during 
their ſtay ; giving thereby great of- 
fence to the Gentiles, and a bad ex- 
ample to the converted Fews to 
make the like ſeparation, and to the 
no leſs hindrance of the propagation 
of the goſpel. But Paul — — 
him openly for his weak carriage in 
this affair. As the ſcripture is ſilent 
as to any future journies, which he 
is reported by ſubſequent hiſtorians, 
to have taken, it ſeems beſt to ſup- 
ſe that this apoſtle continued in 
is firſt appointment in this city ; 
by which we keep clear of all thoſe 
inconſiſtences and abſurdities, which 
they, that labour for St. Peter's 
erecting a ſupreme epiſcopal ſee at 
Rome, neceſſarily fall into. Nothing 
can be more falſe than the legendary 
account of thoſe writers, that pre- 
tend to find Peter quitting the ſee of 
Antiach, at ſeven years end, and ſit- 
ting twenty-five years afterwards at 
Rome. The ſtory of his conteſt and 
victory -over Simon Magus, and of 
that being the immediate cauſe of 
his being put to death, appears wy 
| A mer 
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a mere fiction invented four- hundred 
ears aſter his death. For, had there 
— any truth in theſe aſſertions, St. 
Luke, the inſpired writer of the acts 
of the apoſtles, who was St. Peter's 
companion and amanuenſis, and who 
records many things of him in the 
firſt ſixteen chapters of that book, 
could never have paſſed them over; 
eſpecially, ſuch a remarkable and in- 
tereſting particular, as the foundati- 
on of the papal chair. When he re- 
lates Paul's arrival at Rome, he does 
not make the leaſt mention of his 
meeting with Peter there, Again, 
it is very unlikely, if Peter had been 
biſhop of Rome, that St. Paul would, 
or could have forgot to ſalute or ad- 
dreſs him, when, writing to Rome, 
be ſalutes the Chriſtians and his fel- 
low labourers by their names. Nor 
does the ſame apoſtle in his com- 
mendation of the faith of the Ro- 
mans ſpeak any thing of Peter, as 
the founder of their church. And 
when Paul writes from Rome, he 
never mentions Peter's reſidence 
there ; though he makes an honour- 
able mention of Ariſtarchus, Mar- 
cus, Luke, Demas, &c. Beſides, it 
is not credible, that a perſon of Pe- 
ters forward temper could enjoy 
ſuch a prerogative, without aſſert- 
ing, or ſo much as mentioning it in 
any of his own writings to the diſ- 
perſed Jeus. But the greateſt title 
he aſſumes to himſelf, is that of an 
elder, (1 Pet. v. 1.) 
S. What account do you give of 
Andrew ? 
T. Andrew was Peter's brother, 
and the firſt named of thoſe diſciples 


of John the Baptiſt, that followed 


Jeſus, when Fe ſaid, * Behold the 
* lamb of God (John i. 37, 40.“ 
He was commonly ſtiled a, 
or, the firſt called. He allo was the 
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of a Maſſiab come into the wot! 
(See the life of Peter on 1 
remaining account given of this a- 
poſtle in the goſpel, is no more than 
this. It was Andrew that informed 
our Saviour of the five barley loaves, 
and two ſmall fiſhes. (Fohr vi. g.) 
Who with Philip told Feſt, a little 
before his paſſion, that ſome Gentiles 
defired to ſee him. And a few days 
after, he, with ſome others, afked 
Jeſus, when the deſtruction of the 
temple ſhould happen ? 

If we ſearch ancient authors, we 
ſhall find, that in the partition by 
lot of the world amongſt the prea- 
chers of the goſpel, hiſtorians of the 
greateſt note, mention this apoſtle to 
have had the barbarous and cold 
region of Scythia and its bordering 
countries aſſigned him for his pro- 
vince : though Theodoret carries him 
no further than Greece : and others 
confine his travels within Epirus 
Achaia, and Argos. Nevertheleſs, f 
believe it would be neareſt the truth 
to embrace the firſt opinion, and to 
bring him back to Conſtantinople, af. 
ter a ſucceſsſul 5 in the Scy- 
thian regions; and then allow him 
to have founded a church for diving 
worſhip at Byzantium ; to have or- 
dained Stachys, biſtop of that fee z 
and afterwards to have preached and 
propagated Chri/ianity in Thrace, 
Macedonia, The/jaly, Epirus, and 
chaia, in which laſt country at Pa- 
træa, he is ſaid to have ſuffered 
martyrdom on a crofs, made in the 
form of an X, by order of Ægeat, 
king of the Edeſſenes, for pam: 
that king's conſort Maximilla, a 


firſt that brought his brother oy 
he 


his brother Stratulus to Chriſtianity, 


What reaſon the Scots have forclaim- 
ing this apoſtle to be the firſt propa- 
gator of the Chriſtian faith in their 

* dountey, 
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country, is unaccountable to me, 
and has always been a ſecret, not to 
be diſcovered by the greateſt reſear- 
ches into antiquity. 
S. What account have you of 
ames Major or the Great ? 
T. This apoſtle is commonly cal- 


led James the Great, either from 


his age, or ſome particular honours 
conferred on him by our Lord. He 
was brother to go the Evangeli/t, 
and ſon of one Zebedee and Salome; 
they were both born at Bethſaida, 
as ſome ſay, others at Capernaum, and 
brought up in the fiſhing trade, but 
of more than ordinary note, having 
ſeveral ſervants under them for that 
employment. Our Saviour paſſing 
along the ſhore, ſeeing him and his 


brother buſy in the ſhip about their 


nets, called to them to follow him, 
and that he would make them 
« fiſhers of men”. Jeſus took them to 


ſee the raiſing of Jairus's daughter, 


and into the mount to be witneſſes 
of his transfiguration, and were ſpec- 
tators of his bitter agony in the gar- 
den; he gave them the name of 
Baanerges, or Sans of thunder, to 


mark their zeal, which they ſhewed 


on ſeveral occaſions, and particular- 
Iy when they importuned him to 
call for fire from heaven, to conſume 
the Samaritans, who had refuſed to 
admit Jeſus into their town, or al- 
luding perhaps to the power and ve- 
hemency they ſhewed in the delivery 
of their doctrine. | 

The two. brothers returned to 
their fiſhing trade after the reſur- 
rection of our Saviour, But we find 
them preſent at his aſcenſion. And 
as ſoon as they had received the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, James is ſaid to have prea- 
ched the goſpel to the diſperſed 
72 not to the twelve tribes of 
Lo 


Faul, diſperſed through the world, lected his courage fo far, as to - 
| 


but to the Jewiſh converts, which 
were ſcattered about 7udeza and $a. 
maria, after the martyrdom of Ste. 
phen. 
This apoſtle has been claimed by 
the Spaniards as the firſt preacher of 
the goſpel in their country ; and 
fome have tranſported him to By. 
tain and Iraland; but I believe with. 
out ſufficient proof. For it is ſcarce 
credible, that he could have taken 
ſuch a tour, and ſettled ſuch chur- 
ches, and done ſuch great things, az 
are commonly aſcribed to him by 


monkiſh writers; when it is certain 
that he was beheaded with a ſword q 
at Fernſalem, in the forty-ſecond 
year of Chri/?'s nativity, by the com- 

mand of ' Herod Agrippa, grand- : 
ſon of Herod the Great; who ſoon f 
after being eaten by worms, was : 
cut off in the midſt of a fit of ar- t 


rogance and vain-glory by the juſt 
judgment of God. e l 
. Who was the apoſtle John? 

T. I have in part told you, He 
was the brother of James juſt men- 
tioned, and originally a difciple of 
John the Baptiff. He was called to 
the apoſtleſhip at the fame time with 
his brother, though he was by far 
the youngeſt of all the apoſtles, 
Some have thought, he was the 
bridegroom at the marriage of Ca- 
na, However this is certain, he was 
the beloved diſciple of Fefus, who 
admitted him to be a witnefs of his 
transfiguration, permitted him tolie 
in his boſom at his laſt ſupper, and 
diſcovered to him, who it was that 
ſhould betray him. | 

Jobn was one of the witneſſes of 
Chri/?'s bitter agony in the garden of 
Gethſemane. He was the very laſt of 
all his diſciples, that left him in the 
hands of the Jews. And he recol- 
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low Feſus not only into the high- 
prieſt's houſe, but to the very foot 
of the croſs. Here 7efus obſerving 
Mary his mother, ſaid to her, © Be- 
« hold thy ſon,” and to Jahn, Be- 
hold thy mother, as a direction 
for this apoſtle to take care of the 
Virgin Mary, as if ſhe had been his 
own mother; which St. John punc- 
tually performed till her death, which 
as Euſebius ſaith, was in the year of 
our Lord forty-eight. 

At the firſt news of our Saviour's 
reſurrection, he, with Peter, haſted 
to the ſepulchre : and he is found in 
every action of importance, joined 
with Peter, till the apoſtles were ſe- 
parated to preach in their ſeveral 
provinces, as they had reſpectively 
fallen to them, in the diviſion of the 
world, amongſt them, According 
to this partition, St. Fohn was al- 
lotted to preach the goſpel in Aſia, 
and he fixed his chief reſidence at 
Epheſus, to which place he took the 
bleſſed Virgin, who died there, Af- 
ter he had ſettled the affairs of the 
church in Afia Minor, he went into 
more diſtant regions eaſtward, ſuch 
as Parthia, and ſome parts of India; 
and for that reaſon is called their a- 
poſtle. 

After St. John's return from the 
eaſt, came on the perſecution raiſed 
by Domitian againſt the Chri/tians ; 
and Jahm by the command of the 
pro-conſul of Aſia was ſent bound 
to Rime, Here the tyrant ordered 
him to be caſt into a cauldron of 
boiling oil. But the Lord, that pre- 
ſerved the children in the fiery ſur- 
nace, brought him out of it unhurt. 
Notwithſtanding this miracle he was 
baniſhed to the ifle of Patmos, in the 
Agean (ea, where he wrote the book 
of Revelations, containing the hea- 
venly viſions, in which God con- 
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verſed with him, when he was thus 
cut off from the ordinary converſa- 
tion of men, He remained in this 
ſtate of exile ſeveral years; during 
which time alſo, he inſtructed the 
inhabitants in the principles of the 
Chriſtian faith; till by an edict of 
Nerva, Domitian's ſucceſſor, he a- 
mong many others was recalled 
from baniſhment, upon which he 
returned to his former charge at 
Epheſus, where he arrived about the 
year 97 of Jeſus Chriſt, he himſelf 
being about go years old; yet even 
then ſo perfect in his faculties, that 
at the requeſt of the A/atic biſhops - 
and other Chriſtians, he not only 
confirmed and bore witneſs to the 
other three goſpels, but he under- 
took and finiſhed his goſpel, con- 
taining ſuch particulars, as he had 
heard from Chr:i/t himſelf ; ſome of 
which had been omitted by the other 
evangeliſts, and many which ſerved 
to teach and aſſert the divinity of our 
Saviour, in oppoſition to certain he- 
retics, Cerinthus and Ebion, and 
their followers, that denied it, and 
had ſprung up amongſt them, during 
the time of his baniſhment. 

He alſo wrote the three epiſtles 
that go under his name; he lived 
to the third year of the emperor 
Trajan; when he died quietly, aged 
99, or as ſome ſay 120, and was 

uried near the city of Zpbeſus. 

S. What do we learn concerning 
Philip? | 

T. Philip was a native of Beth- 
faida alſo, and a married man. There 
is no account, who his parents were, 
or of his occupation in the ſacred 
records, but it is generally ſuppoſed, 
that he was a — Philip 
had ſeveral daughters, and was a- 
mongſt the firſt diſciples of Chrift, 
and ſtayed altogether with him from 

B b 2 the 
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the firſt time of his call. It was he 
that brought Nathanael to Jeſus, and 
to whom the Gentiles that deſired to 
ſee Jeſus, firſt addreſſed themſelves. 
ides theſe paſſages the goſpel hiſ- 
relates nothing more of this a- 
f * except where our Saviour is 
mentioned as aſking him, where 
bread might be bought ſufficient to 
feed the we thouſand hungry men, 
that had followed him into the de- 
ſert; and where Philip deſired our 
Saviour to ſhew the Father to him, 
and to the reſt of his fellow diſciples. 
What part of the world fell to 
his lot, im the diviſion made by the 
apoſtles, we have no very certain and 
authentic account, but it is proba- 
bly believed that upper Aſia was 
his province; and that having 
preached for many years ſucceſsful- 
I the goſpel in both the Phrygzas, 
and confirmed his doctrine with 
many and great miracles, he gain- 
ed many converts, ſettled many 
churches, and appointed guides 
| ue to overſee them. He 
ended his days in a old age, 
at Hieropolis, 1 rich 224 — — 
city in Phrygia; where he was ſevere- 
ly ſcourged, and then either crucified, 
or hanged by the neck againſt a 
— for having cppoſed the ido- 
try of theſe people, who were be- 
fotted to the adoration of a great 
ſerpent, or dragon, and which he 
deſtroyed ; and thereby perſuading 
many to turn from their idols to the 
faith and worſhip of the true God. 
. What account is there of Bar- 
 tholomew ? | 
. The beſt critics on the facred 
hiſtory are of opinion, that this apo- 
Ale is the very Nathanael, whom our 
Saviour declared to be an /fraclite 
indeed, and a man in whom was 
+ po guile; for Bartholomew is no 


= 


more than the ſon of Ptclemy. 8a 
then we ſay, that this apoſtle wa 
Nathanael the ſon of Ptolemy of Cana 


in Galilee. He was introduced ty 


Feſus by Philip, but we read ven 


little of him in the goſpels. 

It is generally believed that he 
travelled for the prapagation of the 
goſpel as far as India, on this fide 
the Ganges, which bordered upon 
the Aſan Ethiopia, and was called 
by St. Jerom, the fortunate Indi, 
where 
philoſopher, and who had been con- 
verted to the faith, journeyed into 
thoſe parts, where, a hundred year 
after, he found the goſpel of St. Aa. 
thew, written in Hebrew, and left by 
Bartholomew. In this journey, the 
poſtle preached alſo in Arabia Fehr, 
and part of Perſia; and having finiſh- 
ed his labours in the eaſt, he return- 
ed to the more weſtern and northern 
parts of Aſia, and joined Phil in 
the miniſtry at Hierepolis in Phrygu, 
where he narrowly eſcaped * 
dom; from thenee he went to Ly 
caomia, where he preached with ſuc- 
ceſs. His laſt and fatal remove, and 
where he ſuffered martyrdom, wa 
Albanople, or Albana upon the Ca: 
pian fea, in Armenia the Gnu. 
Where A/tyages the king of the 
country, ordered him to becrucihed, 
or as ſome ſay, flaid alive, for preach- 
ing the Ghri/tian faith, and alter 
ing the eſtabliſhed religion. 

S. What ſay you of Matthew? 

T. Matthew, otherwiſe called Lev, 
was a Galilean, and born of Jeuiſ 
parents; the ſon of Alpheus, and 
Mary, kinſwoman to the bleſſe 
Virgin, He was a publican, a 
officer. employed in gathering the 
emperor's toll, or cuſtoms ; an em- 
ployment of great reputation 4 


mongſt the Remans, however 


antenus, a famous Staal We 
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The Lives of $t. Naatthew and St. Thomas. 


lined among the Jews, and without 
doubt very profitable, which he 
quitted to follow Chri/t in all his 

meanneſs. Though his abode was 
in Capernaum where ſome think he 
was born, his office, as a publican, 
was on the ſhore of the ſea of Ti- 
berias out of the town. The goſ- 
pel mentions that 7e favoured 
him with his company to partake 
of a feaſt with ſome of his friends, 
that were alſo publicans, at his houſe, 
hoping that by his converſation, 
they alſo might be converted. The 
goſpel relates nothing more of him. 


But it is certain he continued with 


the reſt of the apoſtles, till our Sa- 
viour's aſcenſion; and then for about 
8 years, preached up and down in 
Judæa, and for ſeveral years after, 
iteering his courſe for the converſion 
of the Gentiles, he travelled, it is 
thought, into Ethiopia, though ſome 
ſay he planted Chriſtianity firſt in 
Parihiaz and in both places by his 
| preaching and miracles, he power- 
fully triumphed over error and ido- 
latry; convinced and converted mu]- 
titudes; ordamned ſpiritual guides and 
rulers toconfirm and build them up; 
brought otherg over to the faith, 
and at laſt died, and was honourably 
buried at Hieropalis in Parthia : 
though ſome probably pretend he 
died a martyr at Naddaber in Ethis- 
pia, but are unable to aſcertain, 
either in what manner, or at what 
place buried. is 

His goſpel is ſaid to have been 
written at "Zoruſalem, at the intreaty 
of the Jett hh converts, and as Epi- 
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tant, and which is y attri- 
buted to St. John, or St. James. 

S. Who was the apoſtle Thomas ? 


7. The ſcripture makes no men- 
tion of his country nor of his kindred. 


Though it is certain that he was a 
ew, and is ſuppoſed to be a Gali- 
an. This apoſtle is commonly 

called Dridymus, a Greek word im- 


porting a twin, the ſame as Thomas 
ſignifies in the Hebrew. He was 


called to the apoſtleſhip in the 31&& 
year of Chri/t, but we heat no more 
of him till the raiſing 
from the dead; when, believing that 
eſus went into Judæa at the riſque 
of his life, he propoſed to the other 
diſciples that they might all go 
and die with him.“ At the laſt 
ſupper, he, by aſking Jeſus whither 
was going, drew from him that 
remarkable anſwer, * I am the way, 
&c.“ His ſlowneſs of belief, in the 
matter of our Saviour's reſurrection, 
ſeems not ſo much an effect of an 
obſtinate infidelity, as of the weak- 
neſs of his faith, too much over- 
ruled by human reaſon, which was 
the cauſe of our Saviour's not being 
angry with him, but taking the more 
pains to convince by an ocular and 
manual demonſtration ; and after- 
wards of his declaring them to be 
bleſſed that have not ſeen,” and 
yet have believed. | | 
Different authors have affigned 
divers parts of the earth to this 
apoſtle's miniſtry, But the moſt pro- 
bable account of his preaching is 
that, which aſſigns him his province 
amongſt the Parthians, Medes, Per- 


pbanes adds: by the appointment of fians, Caramanians, Hyrcanians, Bace 


the apoſtles, and ſome time before 
their diſperſion, and a few years 
after our Saviour's death. We have 
only the Greet tranſlation thereof ex · 


trians, and Indians, as far as the 
iſland Taprobane, now called Suma- 
tra, and the Brachmans; whom he 
with mild perſuaſives and calm in- 

B b 3 ſtructiona 


of Lazarus 


themſelves by the name of 


- — —— — 
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ſtructions converted to the know- 
ledge of Chriſt. And at laſt he 
ſealed the doctrine of the goſpel, 
which he preached, by his death in 
the Indian city Calamine, by the mo- 
derns called * or Malabar, 
the metropolis of Coromandel; where 
he was ſtoned and pierced through 
with a lance by the Brachmans ; 
who perceiving their craft and ſu- 
perſtition in danger, took an oppor- 
tunity thus to murder him, as he one 


day retired, according to his cuſtom, | 
to a private grotto, to pray. As this 


was not done by order of the 
prince, who, himſelf had been con- 
verted by this apoſtle, his diſciples 
were permitted to take up his body, 
and to bury it in a church, which 
he had lately founded by permiſſion 
of Sagmo, prince of the country, and 


which afterwards became a magni- 
ficent ſtructure. 


Though by this means the Chriſ- 
trans loſt their apoſtle ; he had in- 


ſtructod and confirmed them ſo well 


in the faith of Chriſt, that the Por- 
tuguęſe upon their arrival in the four- 
teenth century in theſe parts, found 
a ſucceſſion of his diſciples, to the 
amount of 15 or 16000 families, that 
had continued from this firſt planta- 
tion of Chri/tianity, and diſtinguiſhed 
ian 
of St. Thomas, where they ſtil] re- 
main; a people very poor, and un- 
der a patriarch, to whom all Chri/- 
trans of the eaſt are ſubject, and who 
hath his ſeat at Muzal They have 
neither images nor pictures in their 
ehurches, which are very plain, or 
ether repreſentations but that of the 


croſs; they baptiſe infants; communi- 


cate in both kinds; are very folemn 
and attentive in their public prayers 


and preaching ; ſtudy the new Teſta- 
ment in the Syriac tongue; obſerve 
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Advent and Lent, Chriſtmas, Eafter, 


Pentecaſt, &c. permit their prieſts 


to marry once, and never think it 
lawful to diſſolve the marriage knot, 
N. B. Theſe are different from the 
Cbriſtians of St. Thomas in Malabar, 
who are the diſciples of one Mar. 
Thome, a Syrian lord, who by the 
aſſiſtance of ſome N#/torian prieſts, 
carried the light of the goſpel into 
thoſe parts. 

S. Who was James the Lf, 
numbered alſo amongſt the apo- 
ſtles? | 
T. He is the ſame perſon whom 
ſome have ſtiled James the Faſt and 
St. Paul calls, The Loxp's Brother; 
becauſe he was the fon of Joſe 
by a former wife named £/cha, 
daughter of Haggai, brother of Za. 
charias, father of John the Baptil. 


We have no particular account of 


him, neither as to the time of bis 
birth, his trade, or way of life; nor 
as to the time of his being called to 
the apoſtleſhip. The Fews in their 
Talmud called him a man of the 
town of Secama. Some author 
contend that he was no more than 
couſin- german to Jeſus, and the ſon 
of Cleopas or Alpheus and Mary, ſiſter 
to the bleſſed Virgin. 

After our Saviour's reſurrection, 
this apoſtle was honoured by Je 
with his particular appearance: who 
is alſo ſaid, when he was about to 
aſcend, to have recommended the 
church of Teruſalem to his care. 
From which time he was conſidered 
as the biſhop of that church; and 
as Euſebius writes, he, in imitation 
of the Fewiſh high-prieft, wore the 
name of God engraved in a plate of 
gold on his forehead, as a mark df 
his epiſcopacy. 

PY . at his firſt coming up 
to Jeruſalem after his _ 
0 
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found St. James poſſeſſed of this 
authority and dignity. And in the 
ſynod at Feruſalem, after matters 
had been debated in the controver- 
fies between the Jew and Gentile 
converts about the Maſaic rites, he 
preſided and paſſed the definitive 
ſentence on the caſe to this effect, 
J judge it ſo, after it had been fully 
diſcuſſed in his preſence by Peter, 
Paul, and Barnabas and, as his 
eminent parts, authority and diſ- 
cretion, enabled him to diſcharge 
that high office with great reputa- 
tion amongſt his brethren ; fo they 
inflamed proportionably the malice 
of the adverfaries of Cbriſtianity, to 
whoſe reſentment at laſt he became 
a victim. 

His reputation was ſo great, that 
whatever he taught, was received 
and ſtedfaſtly believed by the peo- 
ple. This brought upon him the 
reſentment and perſecution of the 
high-prieſt and of the Sadducees, the 
moſt cruel of all the Few: ſes ; 
who, not being able to effect their 
deſign againſt St. Paul, who had 
appealed to Cæſar for judgment, 
xeſolved to wreck their vengeance 
on St. Jamet. Thus, according to 
Euſebins, Ananus, the high-prieſt, 
and the principal Phariſees and 
Scribes, taking advantage of the 
time between the death of the Ro- 
man governor Feſtus, and the com- 
ing of his ſucceſſor Aima, con- 
vened a council, and called the a- 
poſtle before them, and condemned 
him as an infringer of the law; 


but fearing the people, thought not 


fit to proceed to open violence a- 


inſt him; but uſing deceitful and 
—— pretences, told him, that as 
the people were led into an error 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt, whom they 
luppoſed to be the Meſſich, it was 


r 
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in his power, and became him, who 
was a juſt man, to convince them 
of their miſtake, Wherefore, this 
being the ſeaſt of the Paſſover, they 
defired him to go up with them in- 
to one of the — 5 round the top 
of the temple, from whence he 
might be feen and heard by the 
great concourſe of people aſſembled 
on that occaſion, James went up, 
as they had deſired ; and they de- 
manding of him, what they ſhould 
believe concerning Jeſus, who had 
been cruciſied? He anſwered with 
a loud and undaunted voice, ** 'T hat 
&« ſame Joſs,the ſonof man, whom 
ye ſpeak of, is the Son of God, 
and fits on the right hand of the 
<« ſupreme majeſty on high, from 
„hence he will one day come 
« in the clouds of heaven.“ At 
which the multitude glorified God, 
and cried out, Hoſanna to the fon 
of Dauid ! But the Scibes and Pha- 
riſces being cut to the heart at their 
deſign being thus fruſtrated, de- 
clared that the man whom they had 
theretofore called 7u/?, Was now 
become an impoſtor, and threw him 
down head-long. And ſome be- 
low perceiving him riſe upon his 
knees after the fall, loaded him with 
a ſhower of ſtones; and at laſt one 
merciful in his cruelty daſhed his 
brains out with a fuller's dub, as 
he poured out his ſoul in prayer to 
Heaven ; being now in the- 86th 
mY of his age, and after he had 
en 24 years biſhop of that IM 
However, all their malice. could 
not hinder the people's veneration 
for him, who buried his body near 
the temple, on the ſpot where he 
ſuffered, and erected a monument 
to his memory, which was much 
frequented, till it was deſtroyed 
with the city by the Romans, Nor 
b 4 * nm 


— 
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did his cutors go unpuniſhed, 
The le of the Jews complained 
of his murder to the new governor, 
and to Agrippa, who made Anunus 
pay for his injuſtice and 1 with 
le loſs of the high-priefthood. 
Thhbis apoſtle was the author of 
the general epiſtle of James, which 
is directed to the Jewiſh converts 
ſcattered abroad in the eaftern coun- 
e comfort them under their 
fferings, and to confirm them in 
Fin faith, —_ was every —.— 
ſpoken againſt, and began to 
Strbpted? by the Goftics and Ni- 
talaitans, who taught that |; 
works were uſeleſs and unnece ary, 
and that a naked belief of the Chr:i- 
ian faith was ſufficient to ſalvation. 
Againſt theſe looſe doctrines, the 
apoſtle with ftrong reafoning en- 
joins purity, patience, charity, and 
all the virtues of a good life : and, 
by undeniable arguments, proves 
that no faith can juſtify us before 
God, nor entitle us to eternal life, 
which does not ſhew itſelf in acts 
of obedience to God's command- 


money and in a holy life, 
8. Who was Simon the Canaa- 
ae am | 
T., This is he who was other- 
wiſe, called Zplotes (Luke vi. 15.) 
From whebce it is collected that he 
Was not firnamed Canadnite from 
the town of Cana, which ſome have 
- furmiſed to be the place of his na- 
tivity, in Gal/ilze; but from the He- 
4557 root, Kana or 87 to be zea- 
ous; whence is derived 0 or 0 
Au or Kanon: becauſe he was 
hot and ſprightly, and very zea- 
louſly embraced the goſpel of Fefus 
7; or elſe from a particular ſect 
among the Frws called bali. We 
Fitle mention of him in the 


have 


ſacred records: but Nicepherts fays, 


that after the deſcent of the H 
Ghoſt, on the diſperſion of his bre- 
thren, he travelled through Egypt, 
rene, and other parts of Afric, 
and thence through Mauritania and 
Libya; and laſtly he came over into 
the weſtern iſlands, and in particular 
into this iſle of Britain, where ac- 
cording to Dorotheus, he was cruci. 
hed, after he had preached and 
endured many troubles and af. 
flictions, and confirmed his doctrine 
with many miracles. 

S. What account is there of 
Jude? 
7. This is he that is called Judas 
the brother of James the Fuſt, who 
was the Lord's brother, and biſhop 
of — — of whom I have al- 
ready informed you. He is otherwiſe 
called Thaddeus and Labbeus. And 
he is particularly mentioned with a 
2 Nor to be Icariot. 

e was a married man, and had 
ſeveral children; his wife's name 
was Mary. And at the laſt ſupper, 
he aſked Jeſus why he was to mani 
feſt himſelf to his apoſtles, and not 
to the world. He is ſaid to have 
preached the in Fudea, Sa- 
maria, ad ay th 905 Ediſa, 
Meſopotamia, Syria and Lybia; but 
principally in Armenia and Perſia, 
and at, laſt to have died in peace, 
and to be honourably buried : tho' 
others affirm that he was put to 2 
cruel death by the Magi, at Herytut 
in Perſia, as he was we and 
openly reproving their ſuperſtitious 
rites, | 


This apoſtle has Jeft us à ſhort 


epiſtle that bears his name, written 
to the converted Jews, as St. Jams 
had done before; and exhorts them 
to beware of falſe teachers, who at 
that time were the Gno/tiv, Nin. 
laitans, and Simonians, and _—_ 

, 0 


9 


K _aX& won 


ws. a<& 


a 


888 3 282 


> 
= 


zz 


he had committed 


Judas Iſcariot, or the Traytor. 


the peate of the church by their 
looſe doctrines and practices. And 
as he therein ſpeaks of the apoſtles, 
as dead, ſometimes quotes St. Peter's 


24 epiſtle, and alludes to St. Paul's 
2d epiſtle to Timothy, it probably 
was not written till after the de- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem. - 

8. What particulars have you of 
Judas 1ſcariot ? 8 

7. The account given of this man 
by the ſacred writers is only this: 


that he was of the number of thoſe 
that were called by Jeſus to the a- guſh 


poſtleſhip; and was entruſted with 
the common purſe, or appointed 
purſer ot purveyor to the apoſtolic 
college, and therefore is by ſome 
thought to be called /car:ot, from a 
Syriac word of a ſimilar found which 
ſignifies a purſe. He is never men- 
tioned afterwards, but to his diſ- 
race, He murmurs at Mary, the 
fler of Lazarus, ſor anointing the 
feet of Jeſus with precious ointment, 
The next account of him is his a- 
oreement with the prieſts to betra 
his maſter for thirty pieces, orſhekels 
of ſilver, which make about three 
pounds eight ſhillings and three 


| pence three farthings, or four pounds 


ten ſhillings, if with Dr. Prideaux, 
we allow three ſhillings to a ſhekel. 
In conſequence whereof, he con- 
ducted the officers and a multitude 
of the Jetor armed, to the place 
where Feſus had retired after ſup 

to pray; though J had at his laſt 
ſupper with his diſciples given him 
to underſtand, that he 1 the 
treachery and wickedneſs of his 
heart, Judas when he faw how far 
the enemies of our Saviour were car- 
ryin their revenge, he came to 
himſelf, and r g the crime 
int him, was 
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ſeized with horrot and deſpair z and 
unable to bear the reflection, that he 
he had been dealing for the blood of 
ſo excellent a er ; he brought 
back to the Fews the thirty pieces of 
money again, telling them, -he had 
inned in betraying innocent blood 
and having thrown the money into 
the temple, immediately went, away 
and hanged himſelf on a high tree, as 
it is ſuppoled, from whence, the rope 
breaking, he fell and burſt afunder 
in the midſt ; and all his bowels 
ed out. 
Thus I have to. the beſt of my 
endeavours given you a faithful ac- 
count of the apoſtles,” whom Jeſus 
_ to accompany him in his mi- 
niſtry. | 
| Sir I thank you for this ample. 
relation of what conduces fo much to 
the knowledge of the ſacred hiffory, 
to which I, as well as many others 
have been hitherto a ſtranger. ut 
Jam at a loſs to know why theſe 
twelve were called apoſtles. © 
T. Apoſtle is properly a deriva- 
tive from the Greet An, and figs 
nifies a meſſenger or envoy, an ho- 
nourable name and profitable em- 
ployment amongſt the Jews, under 
the high-priefts, and given to thoſe 
that were ſent to carry their orders 
to the cities and provinces, when any 
affairs relating to religion were to 
he tranſacted. Of which number, 
7 0 Martyr obſerves, ſome were 
ent to diſperſe circular letters filled 
with calumnies againſt the Chriſfi- 
ans, "Therefore our Saviour ſtiſed 
thoſe his apoſtles, whom he choſe 
from among his — n> y to 
ach his name an through- 
— all the world, ants baptiſe 
mankind in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of yt 
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Ghoft. 


By which commiſſion and impowered to work miracles, cum 


office they became the meſſengers diſeaſes, and to caſt out devils. 


of ſalvation to all men; and were 


— i 
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Chriſt's Sermon on the Mount. 


Chriſt curetb the Centric 


Servant; raiſeth the Widow's Son from the Dead. His Anſwer 
150 John the Baptift's Meſſengers. He pardons the Harlot's Sins, 
- Caſts out Devils. The' Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Jeſus teacheth 
nn Parables. The Parable of the Sower . Of Trachonitis and 

Gadara. Jeſus permitteth the Devils to paſs into the Sine. 
Curetb the Woman of an Iſue of Blood. Raiſeth Jairus's Daugb- 


Jer 10 


Life; and ſends bis Apoſiles to preach in Judæa. The Mur. 


. * "der of John the Baptiſt.” Jeſus feedeth five-thouſand Men, with 


ve Loaves, and two Fiſhes. 


Goeth up to the third Paſſover, 


.. Condemns ihe Jewiſh Traditions. Declares himſelf to be the 


_ Meſſiah; and rebukes Peter. 


$. HEN. Je/us had choſen 
a W theſe 930 les, Did he ſend 
them immediately upon their miſſion? 
T. No: they were to be firſt well 
inſtructed in the great doctrines of 
Chriſtian morality ; they were there- 
fore. ſeparated from the reſt of his 
diſciples, and were, in a manner, 
the domeſtics of our Lord, and wit- 
neſſes not only of his actions, and 
public preachings, but of his private 
life and ſecrets, after he had diſ- 
courſed to others in parables. As 


ſoon as he had made this choice, he 


led them up the mount Taber, being 
followed by a great croud of people, 
and then made that excellent diſ- 
courſe, called Chriſi's ſermon on the 


mount, which compriſes all the 


great principles of the Chriſtian law, 


and all the neceſſary rules of beha- 


viour as well ſor the miniſters, as 
the people. In this famous diſcourſe, 

Raving in the beginning of it over- 
; 3 


thrown. all the ju 
and all the ſenſe of natural reaſon in 
calling thoſe happy, whom the world 
eſteems miſerable, by aſſuring a 
blefling for humility, kindneſs, and 
merciſulneſs ; for pious mourners 
and peace- makers; for meekneſs, 
patience, and purity of heart ; for 
thoſe that hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, and patiently ſuffer 
perſecution for the cauſe of vir- 
tue ; he afterwards ſhewed how de- 
fective the ordinances of the ew 
law are in compariſon of the pre- 
cepts of his goſpel ; plainly telling 
them, he required of his diſciples 
ſuch a righteouſneſs as far exceeded 
that of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
without which, he declared, they 
could not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; and applies himſelf particu- 
Jarly to his apoſtles by laying before 
them their duty, and ſhewing how 
much it would redound to their 

2 honour, 


dgments of men, 
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Jeſus cures the Centurion's Servant, &c. 


honour, if they ſhould behave well 
in that high ſtation, to which they 
were exalted by his favour, and how 
diſhonourable it would certainly be, 
if they did otherwiſe, He recom- 
mends to them, in a more particular 
manner, purity of life and conver- 
ſation ; expounds the true meaning, 
and ſhews the juſt extent, of the 
Jaws againſt murder, adultery, and 
perjury ; diſcourſes concerning reta- 
lation, and the love of our neigh- 
bour, contrary to the miſinterpreta- 
tions which had been taught by the 


Scribes and Phariſees. Then he de- tur: 
ſcends to explain the true motives 


and principles on which Chriftians 
ought to relieve the poor, to pray, 
and to faſt, ſo as to be free from all 
ſuperſtition and hypocriſy, making 
the inward principles of our minds, 
the rule for regulating our outward 
actions. He diſſuades from covet- 
ous and anxious deſires; and ſets 
forth the particular providence of 
God over each individual. Which, 
and ſeveral other precepts and in- 
ſtructions, Jeſus delivered with ſuch 
authority, grace, and majeſty, that 
he gained the ſanction of all that 
heard him, who were convinced that 
he ſpake as a prophet ſent from God 
to deliver his meſſage to them, and 
not as the Scribes, who pretended 
only to deliver the traditions of their 
fathers ; and to teach them no more 
than what they had learned from 
human commentators and teachers. 

OurSaviour being deſcended from 
the mount, wrought two miracles 
related in the goſpel, which ſerved 
as a further confirmation of his di- 
yine authority and miſſion; the firſt 
was curing the leprous perſon, who 
addreſſed him with that inward hu- 
mility of ſoul, as ſhewed his ſubmiſ- 


Lon to the will of God, accompanied 


379 
with a full aſſurance and faith in his 
power, ſaying, * Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canſt make me clean. The 
cure of this diſtemper was reſerved 
to God's power alone, as I have be- 

fore informed you, | 
The other was at Capernaum, 
where by his word only, and with- 
out ſo much as ſeeing him, he cured 
the favourite ſervant of a Raman 
Centurion, who, with many of the 
ews, had ap, lied himſelf to Fefus in 

is behalf. 


$. Yoo do you mean by a Cen- 
on 


T. A Centurion was an officer o- 
ver an hundred foot- men; ſo called 
from the Latin word centum, a hun- 
dred. He might be of the rank of an 
Engliſh captain ; and belonged to the 
iron legion of Rome, which was uſu- 
ally quartered in Judæa. 

S. What was the ſervant's diſ- 
temper ? | : 

> 7 Abo page's of which he lay 
at the point of death. Jeſus having 
commended the Centurion's faith, 
which indeed had been very fully ex- 
preſſed; bid him go away, with an 
aſſurance, that it ſhould be unto 
him, as he had believed; and ac- 
cordingly his ſervant was in 
the ſelf-ſame hour. 

S. Where did Jeſus go after this? 

T. To Naim, a pleaſant town in 
Galilee, about five miles from 
mount Tabor, where, as he was en- 
tering the gate, he met the only ſon 
of a widow, carried to be interred, 
whom immediately, by his word 
only, he reſtored to liſe; to the 
great comfort of his 'diſconſolate 
mother, and the great amazement 
of all that * the miracle; ſo 
that publickly acknowled 
ra <br 5. This 4 
ſuch· like amazing inſtances of his 

| ; , power 
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<auſe of a deputation being ſent from 
Fohn the Baprift, who was fill in 


— to enquire of him, whether 
expected. 


as the Meſſiah ſo long 

8. What anſwer did Jos return 
to John's queſtion? 

T. He bid the two diſciples, 

whom Jobs had ſent, return and 

relate to their maſter the miracles 


that were wrought in their fight, 


on the deaf, the blind, the lame, 
the dend, &. and that the poor had 
the goſpel preached to them. 

F. Did this anſwer ſatisfy the 


Lion. But his diſciples, probably, 
might ſif{labour under ſome doubts 
and prejudices ; nor could there be 
à better way of removing theſe, than 
what John now took; necauſe” the 
performanceof theſe miracles exactly 
anſwered the character which the 
_—_ had given of the Meſſiab, 
= XXXv. 4, &c. and therefore in- 
d of giving them a direct anſwer, 
which might have been liable to the 
9 of his bearing record of 
imſelf, our Saviour r them to 
the miracles they ſaw him do, which 
were of the ſame kind as had been 
predicted of the Mah; and then 
feaves it'to them to draw the obvious 


concluſion from this joint teſtimony 


of miracles and prophecy, whichthus, 
in the higheſt manner, ſtrengthen 
and confirm each other. | 
8. Did Fefus on this occaſion 
take no notice of his fore-runner, 
John the Baptiſt ? 


T. Yes: as Joan as his diſciples 


9 Feſus enlarged much 
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power ſpread his fame every day 


more and more; and were the 


on Jabn's auſterity and godly liſe 
the firmneſs and e En. 
wherewith he was endued; on the 
greatneſs of his function, and on the 
divinity of his commiſſion ; and 
concluded this diſcourſe to the by. 
ſtanders, with blaming the per. 
verſeneſs of the age, which notwith- 
ſtanding the joy they profeſſed at his 
doctrines and miracles, had not 
given any tokens of their amend- 
ment and converſion ; and patticu- 
larly the obſtinacy and impenitetice 
of Chorazim, Berl ud, and Caper. 
nuum; and fubjoins an exhortation 
to the humble and modeſt, and con- 
trite in heart, to believe in him, and 
to become his diſciples : by which 
alone it was poſſible for them to be 
diſburthened of their heavy load of 
ſins, to be eaſed under the calami- 
ties of life, and to be relieved from 
the unavailing multiplicity and bur- 
then of thoſe ceremonies and Pha- 
riſaical traditions, which were be- 
come too grievous to be borne. 

$. How did this diſcourſe affed 
his hearers ? | 

T. Its good effects were preſently 
diſcovered in the converſion of &. 
mon the Phariſee, who invited our 
Lord to dinner; and of Mary Ma- 
dalene, a noted lewd woman, who 


following him into Simon's houſe 


with an holy boldneſs, threw herſelf 
— feet, embraced them, 
ed them with her repenting 
tears, wiped them with her diſhe- 
velled hair, kiſſed them, and 
anointed them with precious oint- 
ment. | 
$. How did this intruſion and 
freedom of behaviour of an harlot 
appear to the Jews then preſent? 
T. The riſees, who knew 
this woman, (her irregularity of life 
having made her infamous through- gy 
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Jeſus vindicates bis Miracles. 


out the town) ſeemed to doubt' of 
our Saviour's prophetic knowledge; 
feeing he knew not who ſhe was 
that had dared to touch him. But 
our Saviour, confounding their vain 
imagination and thoughts, ſet them 
immediately right, in regard both to 
himſelf and to her, ſhe wing them 
how much he preferred the fervent 
love, and the ſincerity of this peni- 
tent woman, to the lukewarmneſs 
of thoſe who had not committed 
fuch great crimes, by propoſing a 
parable of acreditor and two debtors, 
Luke vii. 40—50; and ſhewing that 
the degrees of love and forgivenefs 
muſt riſe, and be proportionate to 
each other. And then turning to 
the woman, he ſhewed his. accept- 
ance of her repentance, by giving her 
2 full pardon of all her fins, 
S. Was all this done at Naim? 
T. Yes: but having left this 
town, and made a progreſs for ſome 
months round other parts of Galilee, 
preaching from town to town, at- 
tended by his apoſtles and ſeveral 
devout women, whom he had cured 
of divers diſeaſes, and who out of 
gratitude chearfully followed him 
and miniſtered unto his neceffities 
out of their own ſubſtance. He 
returned again to Capernaum. 
S. How was he received in his 
own city, as it is commonly called? 
T. They thronged fo upon him, 
tat neither he nor his diſciples 
could find time to eat. But as our 
Saviour's meat was do the will of 
God, he preferred the public good, 
the preaching of the goſpel, the 
healing of the ſick, the relieving 
the oppreſſed, the caſting: out de- 
vils, the giving ſpeech to the dumb, 
and fight to the blind, to che care 
e his owa perſon... 


S. How did the Phariſees and 
Scribes look upon theſe miracles? 
T. As they could not deny che 
facts, they ſtrove to perſuade the 


people, that they were all done by 


the power and operation of the de- 
vil, or of Belxebub, to whom they 
gave the title of the chief of the 
Nr 

S. How did % p himfelf 
of this — 1 

7. By ſhewing the, abſurdity and 
ill policy of ſuch a conduct and way 
of reaſoning; ſince the readieſt way 
to deftroy a kingdom or family, was, 
he made it appear, to divide it a- 

inſt itſelf, Lute xi. 17, 18, &. 

then produced as precedents 

their own exorciſts, who were al- 
lowed to have caſt out devils by the 
iavocation of the name of God. 
And laſtly, he upbraided them here 
in with wilfully ſinning againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, by obſtinately reſiſting 
the divine evidence and goodneſs of 
theſe miracles, in which they blaſ- 
phemouſly ſuppoſed the power of 
the devil to be employed; a crime, 
which he aſſured would neither be 
remitted-in this world, nor in the 
world to come. 

S. Were the Phariſees ſilenced 
with theſe arguments and threats? 

T. No: for though they did. not 
make him any reply, they demanded 
of him a ſign from heaven, in evi- 
dence of his miſſion. 

S. Did our Saviour comply with 
their requeſt? | 

T. No: they had ſeen'a ſuffi- 
cient number already. He therefore 
referred them to his future reſur- 
rectiom from the dead; of which 
Jonas deliverance after three d 
and nights from the belly of the 
whale, he told them was a 7 
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And having again upbraided them 
with unbelief and impenitence, he 
aſſured them, that the heather city 
of Nineveh, and the queen of Sheba, 
would riſe up in the judgment at the 
laſtdayagainftthem, ſince theſe were 
converted; the one at the preaching 
and warning of Jonas, the other 
by the wiſdom of Solomon, whilethey 
rejected one greater than either of 
theſe; though they had the benefit 
of ſeeing ſi ach mighty works wrought 
in confirmation of his divine autho- 
rity and miſſion, and ſuch tenders 
of mercy and acceptance offered 


chem upon their converſion and re- 


tance, While Jeſus was finiſh- 
ing his diſcourſe, he was told that 
his mother and brethren, (Jeſeph's 
children by a former wife) were at 
_ door, and deſired to ſpeak with 

S. What was their buſineſs with 
him? 

T. They wanted him, moſt pro- 
bably, to go and take ſome refreſh- 
ment. But far from being ſatisfied 
with ſounſeaſonable an interruption, 
he anſwered, his kindred and neareſt 
relations were thoſe who hear 
© the word of God, and practiſe it.” 

S. When did he appear again in 
public? 4 

T. That very ſame day ; but to 
avoid the inconveniency of the 
throng, he went on board a ſmall 
veſſel, from whence he diſcourſed 
to the people on the ſhore in pa- 
rables. 

S. Was this an uſual method of 
inſtruction —_— the Fews ? 

T. Yes: for this was made uſe 
of by their greateſt doctors to gain 
more attention, and to level their 
doctrine to all capacities, and give 
the greater poignancy and weight 
to it, 


$. What were the parables made 
uſe of * Jeſus at this time ? 

T. The parable of the ſower ; of 
the tares and good ſeed; of the grain 
of muſtard ſeed ; of the leaven; of 
the treaſure in the field ; of the pearl 
of great price; and of the net caſt in. 
to the fea. By which Jeſus repre. 
ſented to them the various and dif- 
ferent ſucceſſes of the goſpel, ac- 
cording to the different Giſpoſitinn 
of the hearers; the mixture of the 
good and bad, under the profeſſion 
of his faith; the wonderful increaſe 
and propagation of the goſpel from 
ſmall beginnings ; the ineſtimable 
benefits that would accrue to the 
true profeſſors of his religion ; and 
that tho' the profeſſion of it would 
include both good and bad perſons; 
only the good would meet with 
God's promiſed reward and bleſſing, 
and that the bad would periſh, and 


be caſt away into outer darkneſs, 


S. Did Jeſus continue at Caper- 
naum ? ; 

T. No: for night coming on, he 
reſolved to croſs to the other fide 
of the lake, or ſea of Galilee, with 
his diſciples. Upon this occaſion, 
a vain young Scribe offered. to at- 
tend him; but Jeſus knowing his 
heart was graſping after worldly 
preferment only, rejected his offer 
with a gentle rebuke, by ſhewing 
him he could not hope to better his 
temporal fortune in his retinue, who 
had not ſo much as a place where 
to lay his own head. On the con- 
trary, one of his diſciples, by ſome 


| ſuppoſed to be Philip, defired leave 


to ſtay behind and bury his father. 
Ke Did Jeſus permit him to 
T No: he ſaid unto him, © Let 
the dead bury the dead, but follow 

thou me. | 
S. What 
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S. What is the ſenſe of thoſe 
words? 

7. It may ſignify, Let others bury 
the dead; thou haſt work of more 
immediate importance and conſe- 
quence to do. But I prefer that 
interpretation, which alluding to 
death in a ſpiritual ſenſe, renders 
the meaning of our Saviour's words 
thus: * Let thoſe who are uncon- 
« cerned for the things of God, and 
© unfit to engage in the promotin 
them, being dead in treſpaſſes and 
« fins, perform ſuch offices, which 
they can do, as well as others; 
but thou, who haſt begun to fol- 
« low me, and to attend on the 
« ſervice and miniftry of the king- 
dom of God; go on with reſo- 
© lution, and without allowing 
« thyſelf any avocation from that 
Work.“ 

S. Did Jeſus hold his reſolution 
of croſſing the lake? | 

T. Yes: and as he ſlept in the 
paſſage, a ſtorm arofe, which had 
almoſt ſwallowed up the ſhip ; upon 
which the diſciples, ſore affrighted, 
awoke him. *But he no ſooner 
ſpoke and commanded the ſtorm to 
ceaſe, but the wind and the ſea 
obeyed his voice; and his diſciples 
were aſtoniſhed at the ſudden — 

S, Where did they land? 

7. On the eaſt fide of the lake, 

in the country of the Gadarens, or 

Gergeſens, in the province of Tra- 
omHls. 

S. What ſort of a country was 
Trachonitis? 

7. It was a rough and moun- 


tainous country, called anciently 


Argob, (Deus. iii. 13.) bounded on 
the eaſt by Arabia deſerta, on the 
welt by Batanea, on the ſouth by 
Iturea, and on the north by Da- 
maſcus, This together with {tures 


made one tetrar or fourth 
— 0 
Herod the Great, at his des. 


S. Was Gadara and Gergeſa one 


co ? 

T h was the ſame tract of land, 
and lying between the two towns 
of Gadara, (a famous city, the ca- 
pital of Paræa, in the tribe of Gad, 
beyond Fordan, about ſixty furlongs 


'from the eaſtern ſhore of the ſea of 


Tiberias) and Gergeſa, a place like- 
wiſe of ſome importance in the ſame 
parts, was by the inhabitants ſome- 
times called after the name of the 
country of the Gadarens, and ſome- 
times that of the Gergeſens. | 

S. Did Jeſus do any miracles 
here? | 
7. Here two Demoniacs, moſt 
grievouſly tormented, came runnin 
to him; and inſtead of the uu 
fierceneſs and fury with which they 
purſued and terrified travellers, they 
worſhipped him: the evil ſpirits 
from within publickly declaring him 
to be the Son of God; and expreſſ- 
ing their fear that he was come to 
torment and diſlodge them, begged 
to be permitted to enter into a herd 
of ſwine feeding upon a neighbouring 
hill. Their number was great, 
from whence their name was called 
Legion; and Fe/us having permitted 
them to enter into the ſwine, theſe 
all ran inſtantly into the fea and 
were drowned. . | 

S. What was the confequence 
this ? 

T. The men, that had been poſ- 
ſeſſed, were delivered and healed; 
and publiſhed about Decapolis the 
benefit they had received. And 
the herdſmen ran away frighted, 
and told in the city of Gadara, what 
had happened. The inhabitants, 
who were moſtly heathens, came 

out 


ſanative power had exert 


out and intreated Feſas to depart 
from their coaſts ; who thereupon 
repaſſes the lake, and comes to Ca- 
pernaum, where he was received on 
the ſhore - ſide by great numbers of 
people who expected him. ; 
S. What mighty works were 
done 2 after his return? 

. One Fairzs, a chief ruler of 
the ſ ue in that city, intreated 
bim to go and viſit his only daugh- 
ter, who lay at the point of death; 
and in going a woman that had 
been — for twelve years paſt 
with an unnatural flux of blood, 
and could find no cure from the 


phyſicians, though ſhe had ſought 


it at a great expence, was inſtantly 
made whole and ſound, only by pri- 
ing the hem of his gar- 


through the midſt 


itſelf in 
the cure of the woman, in order to 
make the multitude about him ſen- 
fible of the miracle, which might 
otherwiſe have been concealed, 
turned about in the throng, and 
. demanded who it was that had 
touched him? The woman, know- 
ing what was done, immediately 
. confeſſed the fact; and Jeſus having 
commended her faith, aſcribed her 
cure to the ſtrength thereof. 

S. Did this delay prevent Jeſus's 
arrival at Jairuss houſe before his 
daughter's death ? | 
7. Yes: for news was brought 
- in the mean time that ſhe was dead. 
But Jeſus bid the father to have faith 
and believe in him, and his daughter 
| ſhould be reſtored to life again. 


7 


our Saviour only ated herein as an 
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When arrived at Jairuss 
houſe, 2 the * and 
mourners aſſembled to «!eplore her 
death, according to the cuſtom of 
thoſe times; and having deſired them 
to withdraw, and ceaſe theſe folemn 
ſcenes of woe, told them the dainſel 
only ſlept. And having cleared the 
houſe of all but the parents of the 
maid, and his apoſtles Peter, Fame, 
and John, who accompanied him, 
he took her by the hand ; and at his 
command, ſhe immediately revived 
and aroſe, as one raiſed from ſleep. 

S. You told me that Jairus was 
a ruler of the ſynagogue. Pray, 
what office was that? 

T. Some have thought that the 
ruler of the ſynagogue was the pre- 
ſident of the conſiſtory of the twen- 
ty- three judges, who were appoint · 
ed in every city to puniſh all of- 
fences, that were not capital, Others 
make this office to be a. ſpiritual 
one ; and look upon him as a lead- 
ing man in the ſynagogue of Gaper- 


naum, who had in a great m 


ure, 
under his direction, ſuch "gy as 
related to the ſervice of God. If fo, 
airus was not the principal or pre · 
dent, the head or —_— of the 
ſynagogue, but only a preſbyter or 
9 one of = chief — of 
the ſyna e at Capernaum. 
| $. Di eſus work no other mi- 
racles at this time? | 
T. Yes: In his return from the 
houſe of Jairus, he was addreſled 
by two blind men, to whom he gave 
ſhe; and a multitude of people 


brought him a Demoniac, poſſeſſed 


by a dumb ſpirit, which he caſt out. 

otwithſtanding theſe ſeveral mira- 
cles, the Phariſces ſtill blaſphemouſly 
perſiſted to perſuade the people, that 
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agent or inſtrument of the devil, by 
udo power he was enabled to 
effect theſe things. 

S. How long did Jeſus ſtay here? 
F. He ſoon departed with his 
diſciples, and paſſing from one town 
to another through the ſeveral parts 


of Galilee, he arrived at Nazareth, 


where he had been educated in his 
youth. | RITES 

$. How did they receive him ? 

T. He went into their ſynag 
on the Sabbath-day, and preached 
unto them; but, though they con- 
feſſed their aſtoniſhment at his 
learning and great abilities, they 
deſpiſed and rejected his doctrine and 
authority, for the meanneſs of his 
parentage, and the employment of 
a carpenter, which he had followed 
in his youthful days; and ſhewed 
more incredulity than the reſt of 
Judæa; unable to reconcile what 
was ſaid touching the great things 
he did, with what they beheld in 
his perſon. | | 

S. How did Jeſus brook this ill 


* 

He did no mighty works 
there, the hardneſs of their hearts 
being inſuperable, except the cure 
of a few ſick perſons but, upbraid- 
ing them for their infidelity and in- 
gratitude, he departed, taking leave 
of them with this ſevere: reproach 
and reflection: A prophet. never 
wants honour, but in his on 
© country,” | 
8, Whither did he go at his de- 
parture from Nazareth ? 

7. He viſited moſt of the cities 
and villages of Galilee, teaching in 
their Ragogues, preaching, the 
goſpel, curing all manner of 
* 

. Did his apoſtles accom 
him in all theſe journies? mo 


The Apoſtles are ſent to preach; &c. 
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7. Hitherto had continued 
with him. But ſoon after his de- 
parture from Nazareth, being moved 
with compaſſion towards the multi- 
tudes who followed him from diſtant 
parts, and becauſe the harveſt he 
obſerved was great, and the labourers 
but few, he ſends his apoſtles, two 
by two, into the remote parts of 
Judæa, to preach, and heal the ſick 
in his name; while he continued 
his miniſtry alone in Galilee, and 
the neighbouring places; 

And having inveſted them with 
full power to cure all diſeaſes, to 
caſt out devils, and to raiſe the dead 
in his name, he reſtrained their 
miniſtry to the {raelites alone; gave 
them ſome directions for their con- 
duct and behaviour; and acquaint- 
ed them that they muſt expect per- 
ſecutions for his Ake 3 but promiſed 
to puniſh thoſe in the day of judg- 
ment, that ſhould reje them, and 
to reward thoſe that would receive 
them kindly. 

S. Did the apoſtles act as the 
Lord commanded them: 

T. Yes: they went into all the 
parts of Pale/tine, preached the glad 
tidings and terms of the goſpel to 
the Jews, and wrought miracles in 
confirmation of the truth thereof. 
Nothing could be a greater proof of 
Chri/?s miſſion and divinity, than 
this act of his: for no magicians or 
workers of miracles ever pretended 
to delegate their virtue to othets, of 
to impart their power to them, upon 
the invocation. of their names, or 
belief of their docttine. To transfer 
a miraculous power * à man, 
to give authority and ſtrength to a 
— py ns thi _ the 
power of nature, is an infallible ſign 
and proof of one, whe hath power 

Ce _ over 
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over all, and the cauſes of all 
things in his hand. 

S, What happened to Jeſus du- 
ring the miſſion of his apoſtles ? 

. He, no doubt, performed 
many mighty works: but as his 
apoſtles were not preſent, they have 
given us no particular account of 
them. And juſt as they were re- 
turned, Jeſus received the news of 
the beheading of John the Baptiſt, 
in the caſtle eber about two 
leagues, beyond Jordan, at the re- 
queſt of the daughter of Herodias, 
the inceſtuous wife of Herod An- 
tipas. | 

J. Why at her requeſt? 

T. Herodias ſtomached the re- 
monſtrances of the Baptiſt againſt 
her inceſtuous cohabitation with He- 
rod, while her former huſband, who 
was his natural brother, was {till 
alive: and had tutored her daughter, 
upon a proper occaſion, to aſk his 
head of her father Ferod, by whom 

lohn was now confined. Flzrod 

d made a great entertainment on 
his birth-day, for the chief of bis 
nobles: and his daughter's behaviour 
and dancing then gave him ſo much 
ſatisfaction, that he raſhly offered 
to gp her any requeſt ſhe ſhould 
make, even to the half of his king- 
dom: She ſeized the opportunity, 
and preferring the gratifying her re- 
venge, above her ambition or co- 
vetouſneſs, demanded” the head of 
Fohn the Bapti/t. 

S. Did Herod make no demur at 
ſo ſtrange a requeſt? 

T. Yes: Herod was much trou- 
bled and ſhocked at a motion of 
ſuch uncommon barbarity, made by 
à perfon of her age and quality, at 
' ſolemnity of joy, and before fo 
auguſt an afſembly. Beſides, he 
privately retained a great eſteem for 
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Jobn, and might now moreoverdreat 
the reſentment of the people, a 
ſoon as his death ſhould be made 
made known; for all eſteemed him 
to be a juſt and holy man: not 0 
mention the bad opinion this was 
hke to give the more thinking pan 
of the company concerning himſelf. 

9, Did he at laſt yield to her 


ſollicitations? 


T. The reverence he had for 
this holy man leſſening in propor- 
tion as his fond affection to Heradias 
increaſed, cauſed him at length to 
yield, that he might not break his 
word. And having ordered his head 
to be cut off in priſon, he delivered 
it to Herodiass daughter inacharger, 
who immediately carried it'to her 
mother. | 

S. What became of John's body! 

T. His diſciples were permitted 
to bury it decently at Samaria, 1 
it is commonly believed; becauſe, 
in the time of Julian the Apoſlat, 
his tomb was found there and broke 
open, and his bones were burnt by 
the heathens of that place, As for 
his head, no doubt but the cruel 
adultereſs Herodias, to whom her 
daughter delivered it, took care to 
bury it privately. Yet I have been 
informed by travellers in popilt 
countries, that the eccleſiaſtics im- 
poſe no leſs than fix heads of thi 
ſaint upon their credulous devoted 
in different nations. 

S. Did theſe murderers eſcape 
the juſt vengeance of God? 

7. God's vengeance ſoon ober. 
took them all. Herodias was proud 
as well as cruel, She, envying the 
glory of her brother Agrippa, whom 
Caligula had made a king, perſuaded 


Hered to repair to Rome, to follict 
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Herad was come into the emperor's 
power, his unjuſt government hav- 
ing made him obnoxious, inſtead of 
ſucceeding in his requeſt, he was 
deprived of his government, and 
baniſhed with his wife Heradias, to 
Lyons, in France; where they lived 
in diferace and died miſerably. As 
to the daughter : Nicephorus relates, 
that as ſhe was walking over the 
ice in winter, the ice broke, and 
let her in up to the head, and then 
meeting again, ſevered it from her 


body. | 
S. What did Jeſus upon the 
News of this execution? 
T. He croſſed the ſea of Galilee, 
and retired with his diſciples only, to 
Wh deſert near Bethſaida. 
S. What reaſon had Jeſus to fear 
rad; and what did he in the 
deſert ? | A 
T. Herd hearing of the miracles 
Jone by Fife ſoon after the death 
of John the Baptiſt, was greatly 
Wperplexed thereat, and uneaſy to 
know who this man ſhould be, that 
as ſo powerful both in word and 
deed ; imagining ſometimes that it 
as John returned to life again, 


| things. Jeſus therefore finding 
is miracles taken notice of at court, 
and knowing the ſubtlety arid cruelty 
of that prince, thought it beſt to 
etire with his diſciples into the de- 
ert; where Herod could not hinder” 
he people from running after him: 
or he was followed by near $000 
perſons, beſides women and chil- 
iren; who were continually at- 
entive to his doctrine and miracles. 
ind their minds were fo taken up 
with what they ſaw and heard from 
im, that they forgot to take along 
mth them their neceſſary provi- 
ions. 


ho had wrought all theſe wonder- 


Jeſus miraculouſly feeds 5000 Perſons. 387 


S. How could they be ſupplied in 
the wilderneſs? 

7. Three days were now paſt 
ſince they leſt their habitations to 
follow him in the deſert: Jeſus 
therefore moved with compaſſion 
towards them, ſpake to his diſciples 
about procuring them ſome ſuſte- 
nance; and they anſwering him, 
that they were far from any town 
where they could. be ſupplied, and 
that they had no more than five 
barley loaves and ſome ſmall fiſhes, 


Jeſus commanded his diſciples to 


cauſe the multitude to fit down, and 
to diſtribute them in ſeveral com- 
panies; and when this was done, 
he bleſſed the loaves, and gave them 
to his diſciples, that they might 
ſhare them amongſt the * 
which ſmall pittance Jeſus ſo mira- 
culouſly increaſed by his bleſſing, 
that after all of them had eaten 
and were full, his diſciples filled 
twelve baſkets with the fragments 
that remained ; by which the great- 
neſs and reality of the miracle were 
manifeſted. ; 

S. What ſaid the people to this 
miracle? 

T. They teadily acknowledged 
him to be the Maſſiab, and projected 
to ſeize on him, and by force make 
him a king; which 7eſus perceiving, 
he ſent his diſciples back again by 
fea to Capernaum; and Aifmilling 
the people, retired alohe into a 
mountain, where he continued in 
ptayer and meditation till midnigbt. 

S. What became of Jeſus after- 
wards? — — 

7. He comes to his diſciples 
at midnight, walking on the ſea; 
where knowing that they had 
been driven up and down all the 
night by a great ſtorm, and in dan- 
ger of being loſt, to demonſtrate 

C 2 bis 


388 


his omnipotence, and the divinity 
of his perſon, he came to the ſhip; 
and though at his firſt appearance 
oy were ſtruck with fear, ſup- 
poling probably it was the evil ſpi- 
rit who had raiſed the ſtorm; he 
appeaſed their fears, made himſelf 
known to them, and enabled Peter 
alſo, who had deſired this demon- 
ſtration of his power, to walk alſo 
: the ſea; and obliged the ſeas 
and winds to ceaſe their fury, and 
brought the veſſel ſafe to port. 
S. Why did Jeſus ſend his diſci- 
ples away firſt ? 
7. Leſt they ſhould join with the 
multitude to force him to be their 


* 
S. Why did Jeſus ſtay behind? 


T. To evade the reſolution: of his 


the people, who perchance were 
determined to proclaim him their 
Ling, had he attempted to have 
made off with his diſciples ; for they 
not meeting with him next morning, 
as they expected, on the mountain, 
followed with all expedition to 

ernaum. 

8. How: was he received at His 
return 
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had got thither?” He did not ſatisfy 
their curioſity, but told them that 
they merely followed him for the 
loaves ſake ; and then took an op- 
portunity ſo to diſcourſe of ſpiritual 
bleſſings under the figures and me- 
taphors of bread and wine, with 2 
view to raiſe their minds from ſen. 
ſible objects; and tells them of a 
— food which nouriſhes to 
eternal life, namely, the eating of 
his body, and drinking of his blood; 
ſo that they, miſtaking the word 
in a literal,, which he intended in 
a ſpiritual ſenſe ( John vi. 60.) were 


in general, ſcandaliſed thereat, and 


entirely deſerted and abandoned 
him; and his very apoſtles began 
alſo- to ſtumble at this doctrine of 


S. What ſaid Jeſus to his diſci- 
ples? 

T. He appeared firſt to ſuſpect 
their fidelity, and gave Peter an 
opportunity of declaring, in the 
name of all, their belief that he 
was the Meſſiah; the Son of the liv- 
ing God, that he had the words of 
eternal life, and their fixed reſolu- 
tion to abide with him. Then 7. 


T. The inhabitants immediately ſus gave them to underſtand that it 


ht their ſick and diſeaſed on 
beds, and laid them before him in 
the ftreets, beſeeching him to 
permit them only to touch the 
border of his garment; and: as 
2 as touched it were made 
whole. 
S. Did the multitude perſiſt in 


their reſolution to make him their 


king? 
As Jeſus could not hide him- 
ſelf from them, he took another 
method to beat them off from a de- 
ſign ſo contrary to the end of his 
miſon. For when they with much 


ſurpriae, queſtioned him, How he 


was no wonder that ſeveral of his 
diſciples. left him, fince of the 
twelve he had choſen particularly, 
one of them would prove a traytor. 

S. Did Jeſus go up to Jeriſalm 
at the paſſover this year ? 

T. The evangeliſts are ſilent on 
this head. But it is moſt probable 
that he, who came to ſulfil all 
© righteouſneſs,” would not ſet ſo 
bad an example, as to neglect that 
great ordinance, which Was. not 
yet abrogated, Yet, as no one 
was obliged to continue longer 
there, than till he had eat the pall- 
over, and-therulers of the ws 2 
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Jeſus condemns the Jewiſh Traditions. 


yulalem, had contrived to ſeize 
| hy and to put him to death, Je- 


ſus cannot be ſuppoſed to have 
y 


ſhewn himſelf openly at this third 
paſſover ; but he rather muſt be al- 
lowed to have returned into Galilee, 
as ſoon as the feaſt was ever. And 
this I apprehend was the very rea- 
ſon why thoſe rulers, finding he 
had cautiouſly withdrawn out of 
their power, Aut a ſelect number of 
their more crafty Phariſees and 
Scribes, to ſpy into his actions, and 
to criticiſe upon his doctrine. 

S. Were they able to convict 
him of any fault? 

T. They accuſed his diſciples of 
a breach of their traditions; becauſe 
they did not waſh their hands be- 
fore they eat. 

S. What do you mean by the 
traditions ? 

T. The traditions of the Few! 
church were founded upon a pre- 
ſumption that 28 beſides the 
written books of the law, had re- 
ceived from God and delivered to 
Joſhua, and he to the elders of / 
rael, many obligations by oral con- 
veyance only; that theſe, Ezra, af- 
ter the Babylomſh captivity, collect- 
ed into ſeventy-two books, called 
the Cabbala ; and committed them 
to the care and keeping of the ſuc- 
ceeding heads of the ſanhedrim, 
which remained to the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem. About a hundred 
years after this event, R. Judas, the 
ſon of Simon, compoſed another 
book of them, which he dignified 
with the excellent title of the Mißb- 
na, or ſecond law; and this is the moſt 
ancient of all the collections of Je- 
/btraditions nowextant. T bis Mi/h- 
na in about three hundred years after, 
was reviſed and great additions 
made by R. mathan, to which 


339 
work he gave the name of the Tal- 
mud of Feruſalem. This Talmud 
was again augmented with another 
ſupplement, about a hundred years 
after, compiled from the traditions 
retained among the Jews, that re- 
mained in Babylon ; and was pub- 
liſhed and received under the title 
of the Je of Babylon. Theſe 
are the ſtandards by which the Vetus 
all over the world, are governed in 
eccleſiaſtical matters, to this day. 

S. How did Jeſus anſwer their 
accuſation ? 

7. He anſwered them in the way 
of recrimination ; and by ſhew- 
ing them in the particular inſtance 
of the corban, that their traditions 
made the commandments of God 
of none effect. Then turning from 
them in diſdain, he inſtructed the 
people, that true piety did not con- 
fiſt in outward ceremonies, but in 
a ſincere obſervance of the laws of 
God ; that the mind could never be 
defiled by what was put into the 
mouth, 'but that all pollations of 


. the ſoul proceed from within, from 


the corruption of the heart; and 
conſequently that the omitting to 
waſh before meat, which is a mere 
external rite, cannot ſtain the ſoul. 

S. What was the corban ? 

T. It was agift or offering to 
God, or to his temple. And the 
Jett having by their canons or 
traditions, decreed that nothing ſo 
devoted ſhould :be touched, be the 
neceſſity ever ſo urgent; they made 
the law of honouring, and ſubſiſt- 
ing their father and mother of none 
of, by pretending that whate- 
ver their parents requeſted of them, 
was a corban, 

S. How did the Phariſees like 
this anſwer? \ | 

T. Not at all; but he ſeemed 

* wholly 
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wholly to diſregard their cenſure ; 
and charged them with being blind 
leaders of the blind. Jus after 
this quitted their country, and re- 
tired to the borders of Tyre and Si- 
don. | 

S. I remember you gave me a 

deſcription of Tyre before : but pray, 
what ſort of a place was Sidon? 

T. It is ſuppoſed to be one of the 

moſt ancient cities in the whole 
world; being founded by Sidon, the 
ſon of Cannan (Gen. x. F.) It was 
formerly defended by a caſtle, built 
on an inacceſſible rock, and ſur- 
rounded on all ſides by the ſea, 
This commodious ſituation on the 
Mediterranean ſea, about twenty 
miles from Tyre, made it a place 
of great trade, which brought in 
ſuch immenſe riches, that the lux- 
ury of its inhabitants became a pro- 
verb in the ſcripture phraſe (Judg. 
xviii. 7.) It was formerly adorned 
with many beautiful fabrics, as 
the pillars, which yet remain, and 
lie ſcattered without its walls, de- 
monſtrate. But though it is ſtill a 
well inhabited town, it is fallen 
much from its ancient extent and 
ſplendor. The coaſts or territories 
of Tyre and Sidon, is the ſame tract 
of land which the Greeks firſt called 
Phenicia, and afterwards Syro- 
Phænicia, when it became a pro- 
vince of Syria. 2 

S. What miracles did Jeſus per- 

form here ? 

T. Hither a Canaanitih woman 
rriving from thoſe parts, where 
00 would not go, to avoid giving 

offence to the Fews, came to him, 
and beſought him to cure her daugh- 
ter, who was grievouſly tormented 
with a devil. Her ſuit he for ſome 
time rejected; but ſhe continued 


to requeſt this fayour with ſo much 
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humility, faith, importunity and 


reliance on his divine power, that, 
notwithſtanding her being a hea- 
then, and that he had hitherto con- 
fined his preaching and miracles to 
the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 1ſrael, 
he, admiring the greatneſs of her 
faith, pete her petition ; for, 
when ſhe returned home, ſhe found 


her daughter delivered from her 


plague, and perfectly well. 

S. Whither did 7eſus go from the 
coaſts of Sidan? 

7. He croſſed the country of 
Decapalis; and from thence he di- 


rected his courſe to the ſea of Gal. 


lee: in which journey he cured a 
man that was deaf and dumb, by 
putting his fingers into his ears, 
and ſome of his ſpittle upon his 
tongue, 

K. Where was Decapolis ſituated? 

T. Eaſtward of Sidon, a country 
ſo called from its containing ten 
cities only, of which Scythopolrs was 
the chief, Philadelphia the 2d, Ra- 
pPhanæ the zd, Gadara the 4th, 
Flyppos the 5th, Dion the 6th, 
Pella the 7th, on the 8th, 
Canatha the gth, and Damaſcus the 
10th. 

S. Why did Jeſus put his fingers 
into the man's ears, and his ſpittle 
on his tongue: 

T. He uſed theſe viſible ſigns to 
excite the obſervation and attention 
of the people looking on-; not that 
they were either capable or neceſſary 
to effect their cure. 

S. Did he perform any other fe- 
markable thing in this country? 

7. He repaired to a neighbouring 
mountain near the ſea; where be 
cured all the diſeaſed that were 
brought unto him; and miraculouſly 
fed four thouſand men, beſides wo- 
men and children, with ſeven * 


9. 8 9 A A aq an 2zzwfm.. .Djv£5 aMa@©L a 46 4A _ «a cw 


22 


WW wa WW. W 


4 r 


Jeſus tries the Faith of bis Apoſtles. 
and 2 few ſmall fiſhes; and there 


were gathered of the fragments they 
had left, ſeven baſkets full. From 
hence he withdrew from the won- 
dering multitude, and embarked 
with his diſciples for the coaft of 
Dalmanutha. 

S. I think St. Matthew ſays Mag- 
dala © 

T. He does ſo: but you muſt 
know, that as Dalmanutha and 
Magdala lay near together on the 
ſame coaſt, it is probable that Dal- 
manutha was within the precincts of 
Magdala; or at leaſt that the coaſt 
took its name indifferently from ei- 
ther place, as every body pleaſed to 
call it. 

S. Did 4 work any miracles 

a ? 


at Dalmanut 


T. No: for here being attacked 
by the Scribes and Phariſees, who 
demanded of him a ſign from hea- 
ven in proof of his being the Me, 


fab, he contented himſelf with re- 


proving their hypocriſy, and up- 
braiding their blindneſs and unbe- 
lief; and, as he had done before at 


Capernaum, veferred them to the 


miracle of his own reſurrection, of 
which Jonas, he told them, was a 
ſign. He failed back immediately 
with his diſciples, who, in a hurry, 
forgot to furniſh themſelves with 
bread for their paſſage. 

S. Where did they ſteer their 
courſe ? 

7. To Bethſaida; and in the 
way, Jeſus bid his diſciples to be- 
ware of the leaven of the Phariſees, 
which was the ſuperſtitious obſer- 
vance of the traditions abovemen- 
tioned; and of the Sadducees, which 
was their particular errors, ſuch as 
the denial of the exiſtence of angels 
and devils, the reſurrection of the 
body, and the immortality of the 
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ſoul; becauſe outward obſervances 
avail nothing to the ſanctification 
of the ſoul; and doctrines that de- 
prive us of all hopes of happineſs in 
a future ſtate, ſubvert religion. 

S. Did Jeſus do any wonderful 
works at Bethſaida? 

T. The inhabitants of this city 
had given too great proofs of their 
mcredulity for him to oblige them 
with any more ſigns from heaven; 
ſo that when they brought a blind 
man to him for cure, he took him 
out of the city, cured him, and 
charged him not to diſcover what 
he had done for him to any of the 
inhabitants of that place. From 
hence he departed to Cæſarea Phi- 
kppt. This was the Laib or Le- 

m of the Canaamtes; the Dar 
of the Hraelites; and the Paneas of 
the heathens, ſo called from the 
ſpring Paneum or Panion, the foun- 
tain-head of Jordan, near to which 
this city was built. Herod the Great 
gave this city to his ſon Philip, who 
reſided there, rebuilt and beautiſied 
it, made it the capital of his de- 
minions of J[txraa and Trachonitis; 
and in honour to Tiberius Ceſar 


his patron, called it Cz/area, and 


to perpetuate his own name, as 
well as to diſtinguiſh it from the 
22 built by his father on the 

editerranean, in honour of Au- 
guſtus Cæſar, he added the name 
Philippi. 

S. What paſſed during his ſt ay 
at this place ? 

T. We have no record of any 
miracles wrought at this time. But 
Jeſus confined his diſcourſe entirely 
to his apoſtles, whoſe faith he was 
reſolved to try by the following ex- 
pedient. He demanded of them, 
what opinion mankind had of him? 
To which they replied, That the 


Cc4 people 
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people were divided in their ſenti- 
ments about him; for that ſome, 
who had imbibed the nation of the 
Phariſees, that a good man might 
eaſily return to life again, believed 
him to be Jahn the Baptiſt, riſen 
from the dead: that others, who 
expected a powerful and rich Meſ- 

, could not think he was more 
than Elias, who according to the 
common expectation of the Vetus, 
was to come from heaven before the 
Meſſiah, and to anoint him, when 
He came: and finally, that others 


Jooked upon him to be Feremias, or 


ſome other ancient prophet reſtored 
to life again. Jeſus then applying 
himſelf particularly to them, afked 


them, whom they thought him to- 


be? When Peter, as the * 2 and 
foreman of the apoſtolical fraterni- 
ty, without heſitating, made an 


ingenuous and open profeſſion of fiph? 


their common faith, and declared 
in the name of all the apoſtles, 
We believe and are ſure, that 
© thou art Chriſt, the Son of the 
vs living God.“ 

S. Did Jeſus accept that title? 

T. He 22 only allowed their 
confeſſion to be true; but declared 
that they could not have known it, 
had not his heavenly Father revealed 
it to them, by giving them teach- 
able and intelligent minds to per- 


ceive and conclude from the doc- 


trine and miracles of Cbriſi, that 
he was the true Meſſiah, notwith- 
ſtanding his mean and obſcure ap- 
arance. | 

S. Did notFeſuscommend Peter's 
faith in particular? 9; 
T. No: not excluſively as his 
particular faith, but as the faith of 
all his apoſtles; upon whom, and 
this faith, as a foundation ſtone, he 
now promiſed to build his church, 
89 | 
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ſo firmly, that neither the 
of men, nor the power of the devil, 
ſhould ever be able-to prevent its 
eſtabliſhment upon earth, nor to 
deſtroy it at any time; for that he 
would always, to the end of the 
world, preſerve a ſociety of men 
that ſhould confeſs that Feſus is the 
* the Son of the living God, 
as they had done by the mouth of 
Peter; and that to them and their 
ſucceſiors he would commit and 
delegate the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven; i. e. he would inveſt 
them with power and authority to 
rule and govern his church, to ex- 
clude the diſobedient, and to receive 
again into their communion ſuch az 
ſhould teſtify their faith by a fincere 
repentance. | 

S. Did Jeſus from this time de- 
clare himſelf openly to be the Me. 


T. No: he even forbade the apo» 
ſtles to make this truth known; and 
leſt they ſhould impoſe on them- 
ſelves, by a falſe opinion of, and ex- 
pectation from this declaration of 
his, he plainly lets them know, 
they muſt not hope for any worldly 
or temporal advantages from their 
being the diſciples of the Maſſiab, 
that his was not a temporal king- 
dom; but fo far from it, that he 
would foretel them what he muſt 
ſhortly ſuffer from the Jews ; and 
then talked openly of his death, 
paſſion, and reſurreftion, Here- 
upon, Peter, out of a tender concern 
for the ſafety of his friend, attempt- 
ed to diſſuade him from going up 
to Feruſalem, where Feſus had told 
them he ſhould be put to death. 
S. What reply did Jeſus make 
to Peter? 0 
7. He rebuked him ſharply with 
a Get thed behind me, Satan, * 
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Chriſt's Transfiguration: 


an offence to me: implying, 
= art ſo far from acting a friend. 
y and faithful part in this thy ad- 
vice of ſelf-indulgence, and ſhew of 
regard to my preſervation, that 
thou acteſt like an Wee (or Sa- 
tan, Numb. xxii. 32. 2 Sam. xix. 
23. 1 Kings, v. 4, &c.) in endea- 
vouring to fruſtrate the counſels of 
Heaven, and draw me from doing 
what is my Father's will and com- 
mand ; that by my ſufferings I may 
be a propitiation for the fins of the 
whole world. After this rebuke, 
Jeſus calls all his diſciples and tells 
them, that they who deſire to be 
his followers and to abide with 
him, muſt renounce the pomp of 
this world, and prepare themſelves 
to ſuffer for his ſake, without any 
other hopes or expectations than to 
be rewarded by him in the king- 
dom of heaven, A declaration fo 
contrary to human inclinations 
could not but be attended with 
ſome tokens of diſappointment, as 
well as diſagreeable apprehenſions; 
and therefore to revive and ſtreng- 
then their hearts and reſolutions, 


| Jeſus ſet out for mount Tabor, and 


ing Peter, James, and John, 
(who ever ſeem to have been his 
chiefeſt favourites) up to the top of 
the mount with him, he vouchſafed 
to them a ſpecimen of his future 
glory. For while he prayed, he 
was ſuddenly transformed; and the 
appearance of his countenance ex- 
ceeded the ſun for brightneſs; and 
his garments were made whiter 
than ſnow. He was alſo viſited 


and attended by Mſes and Elias, 
who converſed with him about his' 
approaching ſufferings. This ſo ſur- 
priſed Peter, that in his tranſport 
he begged of Jeſus, that they might 
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continue in that happy place, and - 
erect three tents, one for him, one 
for Moſes, and one for Elias. But 
while he was yet talking, a cloud 
came and overſhadowed them, and 
a voice from heaven was heard, 
ſaying, This is my beloved Son, 
© in whom Jam well pleaſed, hear 
ye him.“ The diſciples, full of 
aſtoniſhment hereat, ſell proſtrate 
on the ground; and Zeſus drawing 
near, touched them, ſaying, ©* A- 
riſe, and be not afraid ;* and when 
they aroſe, they ſaw no one, fave 
Jeſus only. | 
S. Had the apoſtles any more 
doubts concerning Jeſus after this? 
T. Yes: Jeſus, as they came 
down from the mount, having for- 
bade them to-publiſh what they had 
ſeen, until he was riſen from the 
dead ; and they having been taught. 
out of their law, that Chriſt was to 
abide for ever, and that of his king- 
dom there ſhould be no end ; could 
not reconcile the ſuppoſition of his 
ſufferings and his death td theſe 
predictions of the prophets, and 
their own conceptions of his fempo= 
ral kingdom. Again, they ſtum- 
bled at the common expectation of 
Elias's public coming and appear- 
ance upon the earth before the 
Meſſiah ſhould come. 
What ſatisfaction did our 
Saviour give them to theſe doubts ? 
T. As to the firſt, there was no 
convincing them; nor does it ap- 
that they were fatisfied in 
that point, till 7e/us appeared to 
them after his reſurrection; for 
nothing is more certain than when 
Chriſt was dead, their hopes alſo 
died with him (Luke xxiv. 21.) 
But he no ſooner appeared to 
them after his ref ion, than 
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theſe hopes revived, which put 
them upon that remarkable query, 
. © Wilt thou, at this time, reſtore 
© the kingdom to [/rae/?”—As to 
the ſecond difficulty, Jeſus ſignified 
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unto them, that John the Bag; 
who had appeared in the in 
power of Elias, was the Elias who 
was to have come. 


rr 
Chriſt cures the poſſeſſed Lunatic. 


* 
— 


Foretels his Death, and re- 


commends Humility and Forgiveneſs. Pays Tribute. Preacheth 
boldly. Pardons the Adultereſs. Promiſeth eternal Life. Stateth 
the true Notion of a Neighbour. Condemns Covetouſneſs. Cures 
the crooked Woman, and the Man born blind. Aſſeris his own 


Divinity. Cures a dropſical Man. 
States the Caſe of Divorces. 


of Uncharitableneſs. 


Shews the bad Conſequence 
Shews the 


Danger of Riches. Cures two blind Men, &c. &c. 


S. As this transfiguration b 
W day or in the nieke - 
T. It is ſuppoſed to have. been in 
the night; not only becauſe that 
time is the moſt proper for the diſ- 
play of ſuch a bright appearance, 
but the ſleepy heavineſs of Peter 
and his companions at that time 
ſeems to confirm it. 
S. What became of the other 
diſciples, whom Jeſus had left 
hind him ? | 
T. The Scribes finding them a- 
lone, preſſed them to attempt the 
cure of one poſſeſſed with a devil, 
and deprived both of his hearing 
and ſpeech, and convulſed alſo by 


him in ſuch a manner, that he 


would fall down in a moment with 
diſmal ſhrieks and foamings: and 
was often in danger of falling into 
the fire and water, and would tear 
himſelf in a moſt horrid manner. 
K. Could the diſciples cure him? 
T. No: and when Jeſus re- 
turned, the Scribes were inſulting 
the diſciples on that account ; and 
endeavoured from their inability to 


diſpoſſeſs him, to perſuade the peo- 


ple that foes could caſt out devils, 
only by Belzebub.—But Feſus com- 
ing in the inſtant of time, ſtopped 
the mouths of all the gain-ſayers, 
by firſt reproaching them for their 
unbelief, and then by performing 
a perfect cure on the demoniac, 
and delivering him to his father 
ſound and well; though the. devil 
combining with the malice of the 
Scribes againſt Jeſus, reſiſted with 
all his power, and did not depart 
till he had raiſed horror in the com- 
pany with his moſt hideous out- 
cries, and tearing and diſtorting 
the poor patient, left him breath- 
leſs upon the ground. 

S. Why could not the diſciples 
caſt him out? 

T. Becauſe of their infidelity 
(Matt. xvii. 20.) And the want of 

ary preparation for ſo great 
a work. 

S. What preparation was te- 
quired of the diſciples of Chriſt on 
this occaſion ? 

T. Prayer and faſting (Matt, 
XVii. 21.) 

S. Did 7e/us ſtay here * 

, No; 
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J. No: he departed thence, and 
proceeded immediately towards Ca- 
ernaum. In his journey thither he 
2 ſecond time foretold his death to 
them; and earneſtly recommended 
to them humility and forgiveneſs of 
injuries. | : 

S. Was there any particular rea- 
ſon for his preſſing theſe duties at 
this time on his diſciples ? 

T. Yes: for Jeſus knew that 
they had been privately diſputing 
among themſelves, which of them 
ſhould be the greateſt; and intend- 
ing therefore to overthrow in their 
minds all proud conceptions 'and 
deſires of pre-eminency, and to 
ſtifle and pluck up pride by the 
roots in them, he gave them to un- 
derſtand, that he knew all their 
private converſation and ambitious 
thoughts; and therefore to give an 
effectual check to any future aſpi- 
rations or diſputes of the ſame kind, 
he told them, that he that would be 
the firſt of all, ſhould be the laſt, 
The way he aſſured them, to be- 


come great in his ſpiritual king- 


dom, was for men to be lowly in 
their opinions of themſelves, and 
meek and humble to all their fellow 
creatures; and declared the neceſ- 
ſity of their mortifying all corrupt 
and inordinate affections in their 
minds, though as dear and as hard 
to be parted with as an eye, a hand, 
or a foot, to qualify them for ad- 
vancement in his kingdom. And 
he not onlyrebuked and condemned 
thoſe that were the occaſion of 
ſcandal and offences to others, by 
laying a ſtumbling block in their 
way which might offend a weak 
brother, or hinder any from em- 
bracing the true faith, or ſeduce 
them from it; but preſcribed 
lome excellent rules in relation to 


brotherly reproof, church cenſures, 


and forgiveneſs of injuries: and at 
the ſame time, according to his 
cuſtom, in the moſt lively and in- 
ſtructive manner enforced and il- 
luſtrated his doctrine by examples 
and precepts. ' 

S. How did Jeſus enforce the 
doctrine of meekneſs and humility ? 
T. To give them a more lively 


image of this diſpoſition of ſoul, he 


called a little child, and ſetting him 
in the midſt of his diſciples, ſaid 
unto them, Except ye be con- 
verted [from thoſe ambitious 
thoughts, I have juſt diſcovered 
in you] and become as [humble 
© as] little children, ye ſhall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
— 


[which I am come to purchaſe. 


© with the price of my blood. ] 


< Whoſoever therefore ſhall hum- 


© ble himſelf as this little child, the 
«* ſame is greateſt in the kingdom 
© of heaven.” 

S. How did he enforce the great 
duty of forgiveneſs of injuries ? 

. By a parable of a certain 
king, who having compaſlionately 
forgiven one of his ſervants a very 
conſiderable debt amounting to 
1,875,0001, or ten thouſand ta- 


lents, becauſe he was not able to 


pay him, hearing afterwards that 
the ſame ſervant had moſt unmer- 
cifully treated one that owed him 
only an hundred pence, or 31. 28. 
6d. fterling, and caſt him into 
priſon ; he ſent for this mercileſs 
man, upbraided him with ingrati- 
tude and cruelty, and that want of 
compaſſion for his fellow creature, 
which, in like circumſtances, had 


been but juſt exerciſed towards 


himſelf; and ordered him te be 
thrown into priſon, till he ſhould 
diſcharge the whole debt : and then 

concluded, 
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concluded, © Even fo ſhall my 


- © heavenly Father deal with all ſuch 


© as will not forgive their brother 
© his treſpaſſes From hence we 
learn this intereſting leſſon, That 
although our ſins may have been 
once forgiven, they may by a for- 
feiture of that pardon, on account 
of our future miſbehaviour, be again 
charged upon us by the juſtice of 
God: for God's pardons in this 
life are never abſolute ; are always 
granted upon ſome condition on our 
part; and thus we are taught to 


pray, Our Father—forgive us our 


< treſpaſles, As we forgive them 
© that treſpaſs againſt us. 

S. Did any other remarkable 
diſcourſe happen on their way to 


_— 
. As they a ed near that 


city, Fobn, his beloved diſciple, ac- 
quainted him, that a certain ſtran- 
r had taken upon him to caſt out 
gevils in the name of Jeſus; but 
becauſe he was not one of their 
company he had forbidden him. 


8. What ſaid Foſus to this? 


T. Feſus blamed John for what 


he had done; adding, that whoever 
did a miracle in his name, could 
not ordinarily be ſuppoſed an enemy 
to his perſon, | 

S. How could a perſon. that did 
not follow Chrift caſt out devils in 
his name? 

T. Several ſuppoſitions may be 
Here made. 1ſt, That this perſon 
might believe in Jeſus without be- 
ing one of his conſtant attendants : 
he might embrace his doctrine, 
though he did not follow his perſon, 
2dly,, He might do miracles in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, without being 
one of his true diſciples, even as 
Fudas' is ſuppoſed to have done, 
and thoſe others, to whom our 
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Lord will in the day-of judgment 
profeſs, © I never knew you, de- 
© part from me, ye workers of ini. 
* quity.” (Matt. vii. 23.) Or zul 
He might be a diſciple of John 
Baptiſt, and ſo do his miracles in 
the name of Chri/t, ſhortly to come, 
The firſt of theſe appears much the 
moſt probable. But by what meam 
ſoever it was that he did them, it 
is no ſmall confirmation of the truth 
of Chriſtianity, that our bleſſed $4. 
viour's name was thus powerful, 
even amongſt thoſe that did nat 
mw him; and therefore were in- 
capable of doing any thing, b 
of compact with we. Hoa 
S. _—_ Feſus received 2 
T. The tax-gatherers, or col- 
— the half ſhekel, which 
every Jeu that was twen 
old, was obliged to pay —— 
towards the ſacrifices and other ne- 
ceſſaries for the ſervice of the tem- 
ple, came and demanded of Pam, 
whether his maſter was for paying 
= * ? 
Did Feſus pay it? 
T. — ee 1 the houſe 
where Jeſus was to acquaint him 
with this demand. But Feſus pre- 
vented Peter with this queſtion, 
ſaying, * Of whom do the kings of 
© the Gentiles take tribute ? Of their 
© own children, or of ftrangers? 
© Peter anſwered, of ſtrangers. If ſo 
© (ſaid Feſus )then the children Ithat 
© am the Son of God, and ye that 
© are my domeſtics] are free. How- 
ever, Feſur, who never oppoſed 
any thing that was not evil in itſelf, 
and who Pudied toavoid all occafions 
of offence, (teaching us by his exam- 
ple to ſubmit to the 5 af the place 
where we live, and to obey ma- 
giſtrates when the thing they re- 
| quire 
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lahm to celebrate their feſti 


uire of us is not ſinful) ordered 
Peter to go and caſt a hook into 
the ſea, and to pay the tax for them 
both with the piece of money which 
he would find in the mouth of the 
firſt fiſh he ſhould take; which he 
accordingly did : the piece of mo- 
ney which he found being a ſtater, 
or four drachmas, or one ſhekel, in 
our money about half a crown. 

S. Why did ws not aſſeſs the 
reſt of the apoſtles | 

7. Becauſe, as theſe two only 
were deemed inhabitants of Caper- 
2aum, ſo the collectors might leave 
the other apoſfles to be aſſeſſed in 
their ſeveral places of abode. 

S. Did Jus do any mighty 
works at this time in Capernaum? 

T. It does not appear that he 
did; for, the feaſt of tabernacles 
drawing nigh, he determined to 
keep it at Jeruſalem; though he 
did not reſolve ſome of his unbe- 


lieving relations, whether he would fpi 


or not ; when they, out of vanity, 
and looking on him as one who af- 
ſected popularity, were very earneſt 
with him to go and work miracles 
before the great concourſe of people 
which were to be aſſembled on ac- 
count of this ſolemnity. | 

S. Why would not Jeſus ſatisfy 
his relations in this point ? 

7. Becauſe they requeſted it, as 
I obſerved, more through vanity 
than any good purpoſe. And a- 
gain, he choſe to go up in a private 
manner, leſt he ſhould awaken the 
jealouſy of his enemies, who alrea- 
dy burnt with envy againſt him. 

. Which way did Jeſus take 

his rout ? | 

7. Through the province of Sa- 
maria ; the common rout of all the 
Galileans, when travelling to Jeru- 


Jeſus pays Tribute, &c. 
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S. How was he received by the 
Samaritans? 

T. They were ſo exaſperated at 
his ſlighting their temple on mount 
Gerizzm, to go to the temple at 
Jeruſalem, that they could not re- 
ceive him with common civility, 
and refuſed him lodging, and the 
common hoſpitality, which all paſ- 


ſengers have a right to, upon pay- 
ing for what they receive. 


* 1 did Jeſus brook this ill 
uſage ! 

. His diſciples James and Fobn, 
who were probably the perſons de- 
puted on this occaſion to go before 
and provide lodgings for 50% and 
his company, and were denied en- 
trance into one of their villages, in- 
treated Jeſus to exert his divine 
power, and, in imitation of Elias, 
to command fire from heaven to 
fall upon, and confume thoſe un- 
hoſpitable Samaritans, But this 
irit was ſo contrary to the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, that he publickly rejected 
their demand; —— all fury 
and revenge, exhorted them to 
meekneſs and love, declared that 
he was come into the world not 
to deſtroy, but to ſave men's lives; 
and, to convince them that he was 
always ready to practiſe what he 


taught, he cured ten lepers in that 


very neighbourhood, where he had 
been ſo rudely treated. 

S. Did Elias ever call for fire 
from heaven ? 

T. Yes: but it was by God's 
ſpecial direction, to deſtroy thoſe 
captains and their companies, 
whom king Abaziab ſemt out to 
apprehend him. 

S. Did the whole country of Sa- 
maria uſe Jeſus in the ſame unhoſ- 
pitable manner ? 


T. No: he got a lodging at an- 
— 8 * 
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other village, where the inhabitants, 
in all probability, were awed into 
a civil compliance, at the report of 
the miraculous bleſſing which 7e/us. 
had beſtowed on their ten leprous 
neighbours. In this journey he 
commiſſioned ſeventy of his diſciples 
to go, two and two together, to 
preach the goſpel, and prepare the 
attention of other places, which he 
himſelf in a ſhort time intended to 

S. Can you give me the names 
of theſe ſeventy diſciples? 

T. No: ſcripture has not re- 
corded them; and the twenty-eight 
mentioned by Euſebius, Epiphanius, 
and Papias, ate fo uncertain, that 
1 cannot lay any great ſtreſs upon 
their report. 

S. Were theſe ſeventy ordained 
to the ſame degree in the church 
as the apoſtles had been ordained 
before? 

T. They were ſent upon the 


ſame errand, and entruſted with' 


the ſame powers, excepting the 
wer of conferring the Holy Ghoſt, 
by the impoſition of hands, which 
was peculiar to the twelve ( A#s 
viii. 14, 2 and therefore has 
always been looked upon as the 
proper diſtinction between the a- 
poſtles, and the ſeventy diſciples; 
and between biſhops, who in the 
eccleſiaſtical ſtile, are called the 
ſucceſſors of the apoſtles; and preſ- 
byters or prieſts, who, in the ſame 
file, are generally looked upon as 
ſucceſſors of the ſeventy diſciples. 
When Te/us had by this means 
diſengaged himſelf from ſo many 
of bis retinue, he was capable of 
travelling with greater privacy. 
8, Did not the Jews expect Je- 
ſus at the feaſt ? 2 
T. Yes: there was much mur- 
1 


— 
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muring among the people concerts 
ing him: but, as they could not 
find him for ſome days after the 
teaſt began, every one talked of 
him as their inclinations led them, 
Some cried him up for a good man; 
others accuſed him of impoſture 
and hypocriſy; but at length, 
when they had Joſt all hopes of 
ſeeing him, Jeſus ſhewed himſelf 
openly about the fifth day of the 
__ z which continued always eight 
ays, 

. How did Jeſus ſhew himſelf? 

T. He went and taught in the 
temple, and ſpoke with ſo much 
wiſdom, power, freedom, and in- 
trepidity, that he convinced many 
that his doctrine was of divine in- 
ſpiration, and that he was the 
Meffiah. 


What ſaid the rulers of the 


ſanhedrim? 
T. They ſent officers to appre- 
hend him; and no doubt, had the 


officers brought Jeſus before them, 


they would have exerted their ut- 
moſt power to take away his life. 

S. Did not they bring him? 

T. No: the very officers were 
ſo taken with his perſon and preach- 
ing, that they alſo became his diſ- 
ciples ; and returning without him, 
told the council, that never man 
ſpake like him. 

S. Did not they ſend other offi- 
cers after him? 2 

T. No: they were exceeding 
angry at the report of their officers; 
upbraided them for being ſo eaſily 
ſeduced, and for following the et- 
ror of an ignorant mob ; and threw 
ſome — — on good Nicodemus, 
who was of the council, though ſe- 
cretly a diſciple of Chriſt; becauſe 
he urged the unlawfulneſs of con- 


demning any perſon — 


»© 
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they ſeemed at laſt determined to do 
with reſpect to 7eſus. However, 
Nicodemus infiſted ſo much upon it, 
that the aſſembly broke up without 
any further proceedings a ainſt 7e- 
ſus, and contented themſelves 
with a general groundlefs and un- 
charitable reflection on Nicodemus 
and his country, Galilee. 

S. What was the reflection the 
council caſt upon Vicodemus? 

7. Nicodemus was a native of 
Galilee; ſo that by way of con- 
tempt, the enemies of Jeſus, who 
ignorantly took him alſo for a Ga- 
hlean, urged that it was never 
known that Galilee had given birth 
to a prophet : which was a falſe aſ- 
ſertion in every reſpect; for Jeſus 
was born at Bethlehem in Tudea ; 
and both the prophet Nahum, Jo- 
nas, and Malachi, were born in 
Galilee. | 

S. Did Jeſus abſcond on this oc- 
caſion ? | 

T. No: at night, as uſual, he 
withdrew with his diſciples, to paſs 
the time in prayer on the mount of 
Olwves ; but he returned to the tem- 
ple betimes in the morning, and 
reſumed his office of inſtructing the 
people. 2 Hoe 

S. Did the rulers contrive no 
ways to enſnare Jeſas? 

T. Yes: for while he was 
preaching the Phariſees laid a ſnare 
for him; and to this end brought 
before him a woman taken in adul- 
tery, and deſired him to give judg- 
ment in the caſe; that they might 
have an opportunity to aceuſe him 
him either of aſſuming a judicial 
power, or the ſeverity of his judg- 
ment, if he condemned her, or of 
breaking the law, if he ſhould ac- 


quit her. 


8. What did Foſus do in this caſe? 
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T. He acted a to his di- 
vine wiſdom; he neither acquitted 
nor condemned her; but, as if un- 
attentive and unconcerned at what 
they were about, he ſtooped down, 
wrote ſomething upon the duſt of 
the pavement with his finger; and 
at laſt, when they became impor- 
tunate, and perſiſted in knowin 
his opinion, he liſted up his head: 
and faid, He that is without fin 
© among you, let him caſt the firſt 
© ſtone at her;* by which he did 
not excuſe the adultereſs, who by 
the law of Moſes, was guilty of 
death; nor did he prohibit ma- 
giſtrates to execute the laws againſt 
malefactors, even tho” they them- 
ſelves are not entirely exempt from 
ſin ; but he would have men rather 
condemn themſelves, than accuſe 
others; and examine their own 
lives, rather than cenſure the faults 
of their brethren; and would alſo 
remind them, that they ſhould not 
be over haſty in paſſing jud t 
without plain evidence; and even 
then, to execute it with compaſſion 
and tenderneſs, and with as muck 
moderation as the law will allow 
them, gentleneſs being many times 
a means to withdraw men from the 
diſorders and evil courſes of their 
life; conſidering alſo, that they 
themſelves are not free from guilt, 
but are as obnoxious to puniſhment 
for other ſins, as thoſe poor crea- 
tures are, who have fallen into 
crimes that are puniſhable by hu- 
man judicatures. 

8 What ſaid the inſidious Scrilet, 
&c. to this anſwer? 

T. They were aſhamed ; and, 
being conſcious of their own guilt, 
ſneaked away one by one, till the 
woman was left without an ac- 


cuſer. | 
S. What 
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S. What became of the woman? 
T. She remained; but when Je- 


ſus found that her accuſers were 


gone, and that no one had con- 
emned her, he reprimanded her for 
the crime, and diſmiſſed her with an 
exhortation to repentance; though 
he would not aſſume an office, which 
he did not come into the world to 
execute, | | 

S. What was the ſubject of our 
Saviour's preaching to the people 
at this time in the temple? 

T. He informed them of the moſt 
important truths; of his divine miſ- 
ſion and co- equality with the Fa- 
ther. He declared his power to 
give eternal life to his followers, 
and that ſuch as believed on him 
ſhould be filled with a plentiful ef- 
fuſion of the Holy Spirit; and inſiſt- 
of their be- 
lieving in him, in order to their ſal- 
vation, And having called upon 
them to convict him of ſin, he 
cloſed his inſtructions with nervous 
invectives againſt the wicked de- 
vices of thoſe, that with cauſeleſs 
and inveterate malice ſought his 
life ; ſo that their reſentment was 
highly kindled againſt him; and 
when he claimed an exiſtence prior 
to Abraham, and aſſerted his having 
ſeen him, they took up ſtones to 


caſt at him. 


S. Did they ſtone him? 
T. No: he prevented their ma- 


- lice for the preſent by privately 


eins himſelf out of the 
temple. | 


S. Did Jeſus continue any longer 


*in 7 ? 


. He came again the next day 
4p the temple, and being aſked 
y.a doctor of the law, what was 
neceſſary to be done to attain that 


eternal life, which he had ſo libe - 
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rally promiſed to his followers, he 
referred him to the two great com- 


mandments of the law, which re. 


quire no more than the love of God, 
and the love of our neighbour, 

S. Did this ſatisfy the doctor: 

T. No: he demanded farther, 
who he was to underſtand under 
the character of a neighbour? To 
which queſtion Jeſus anſwered by 
a parable, in which he repreſented 
a Jew in diſtreſs, negleGied by 2 
prieſt and by a Levite of his own 
nation, and relieved by a Samaritan, 
who was not only a ſtranger, but 
abhorred by the Zews. And the 
doctor was immediately convinced 
that the Phariſaical reſtraint of the 
word neighbour, to ſignify only 
thoſe of their own nation, their 
own religion, and their own friends, 
and their permiſſion of the people 
to hate thoſe that differed from 
them in any of theſe reſpects, wa 
highly blameable ; and that the no- 
tion of a neighbour comprehends 
men of all nations and religions; 
for as God is no reſpecter of per- 
ſons, neither muſt we be ſo. 

S. When did Jeſus leave Jem. 


falem? 


T. As ſoon as the feaſt of taber- 
nacles was ended. 

S. What became of the ſeventy 
diſciples ? 

T. They returned before 7eju 
left Jeruſalem, and with great plea: 
ſure reported to Jeſus the ſuccels 
of their miniſtry, in which the 
very devils had been ſubje& to 
them, through the power of bis 
name. | 

S. Whither did Jeſus go at his 
departure from Jeruſalem 

. Towards Galilee; but he 
ſtopped and refreſhed himſelf at the 


bouſe of Martha aud Mary, ing 
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ittle village of Bethany, about two 
— eaſt of Jeruſalem. Here Ma- 

full of attention to our Saviour's 
doctrine and words, ſat fixed at his 
feet, whilſt Martha buſied herſelf in 
making preparations for his enter- 
tainment ; and diſſatisfied with this 
unſeaſonable attention of her ſiſter, 
and not helping her in the per- 
lexity ſhe was in, but leaving the 
whole burthen of the houſe upon 
her, complained thereof to Zeſus - 
but he, fo far from ſending away 
Mary from this her important at- 
tention, told Martha, that whilſt 
ſhe was buſied about many things, 
Mary had choſen the better part, 
which ſhould not be taken away 
from her ; and that but one thing 
was needful ; and taking that op- 
— 6 he exhorted all thatheard 

im, to ſeek firſt the kingdom of 
God, and his righteouſneſs ; and 
to make the care of the ſoul, with 
reference to eternity, their firſt and 

teſt care. 

$, What part of Galilee did Jeſus 
viſit in his return? 

T. He is ſuppoſed to have paſſed 
through thoſe -places, where his 
diſciples had 'been preparing the 
way before him, In this journey 
he taught his ſeventy diſciples to 
pray in the manner and form of 
words which he had before taught 
his apoſtles; and he likewiſe ex- 
horted them to pray to God with 
fervour, importunity, and perſe- 
yerance, 

S. Did the Phariſees continue to 
* 

Les: for Jeſus having caſt 
out a dumb 4 they — 
youred, as heretofore, to perſuade 
the people, that he had done it by 
the power of the devil. And find- 
ing that he fat down to dinner 


without waſhing his hands, they 
cenſured him for a breach of their 
law. But 7eſus ſeverely inveighed 
againſt their ridiculous ſuperſtition 
of outward cleanlineſs, while they 
boggled at no manner of pride, hy- 
pocriſy, prevarication, and perſe- 
cution. This ſo exaſperated the 
Phariſees, that they began to try 
by enſnaring queſtions to draw 
ſomething from him, where 

might take away his liſe. 7 

Where did this happen? 

T. In the houſe of a Phariſce, 
who had invited him to dinner. 

S. Did they try no other means 
to trapan him in his words 
actions? | 

T. Yes: another of the company. 
propoſed to ſubmit a difference be- 
tween him and his brother, to the 
arbitration of Jeſs. But becauſe 
ſuch an act was both foreign from 
his defign of coming into the world, 
which was to promote men's ſpi- 
ritual, rather than temporal in- 
tereſts, and might alſo:have drawn 
upon him the envy and calumny 
of the Jetoiſb rulers, who were le- 
gally appointed to arbitrate all dif- 

rences in matter of property, be- 
tween man and man, he declined 
the office; yet, according to his 
cuſtom, he took this occaſion to 
give them a moſt uſeful and ſea- 
ſonable diſcourſe againſt covetouſ - 
neſs, or placing our felicity in 
worldly poſſeſſions; and cloſed it 
with a remarkable parable of the 
rich and voluptuous man, that was 
cut off by ſudden death, in the midſt 


of alb his deſigns and cares for this 
world. 
ciples to caſt their care upon God's 


Then he exhorted his diſ- 


providence, and to have charity, 
and to be in watchfulneſs, and a 
preparation againſt death and judg- 
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ment. And by another parable 
concerning a ſteward or governor 


in a great man's houſe, he recom- 
mended gentleneſs and temperance, 


and cautioned them from indulging 


themſelves in any kind of exceſs, 
upon hopes of finding a longer time 
to eſcape the vengeance due to 
them, | 

This difcourſe was interrupted 
by a report brought him, that Pi- 
late, the Roman governor at Feru- 
ſalem, had ordered fome Galileans 
to be maſſacred, as they were of- 
fering facrifices on the altar in the 
temple. of VIS 
S. Who were theſe Galleans ? 
And for what reaſon did Pilate maſ- 
ſacre them ? e 

T. Theſe Galileans were fo call- 
ed, not becauſe they were all na- 
tives of Gale, but becauſe they 
were followers of Judas Gaulonites, 
or Gahlzus, And their crime was 
the raiſing a ſedition under this 
Gaulonites, and one Sadducus, a 


- 'Phariſee, againſt the Roman go- 


vernment in Judæa, under a pre- 
tence that taxes were a badge of 
ſlavery j that the Jews ought to ac- 
knowledge no ſovereign but God 
alone; nor pay any tribute but to 


his temple. 785 


S. What ſaid Jeſus to this news? 
N He not only condemned their 
Fedition, but made this good uſe of 
their puniſhment. For joining to 


it another accident, which had 


lately happened alſo at Jeruſalem, 


where the tower of Silaam fell, and 
killed eighteen people, he told his 


-hearers, that theſe ſudden deaths 


were not tokens of thoſe ſufferers 


being greater finners than other 


men, but that their ſufferings were 


intended to lead others to repen- 


De New TrsrTAM TNT explained. 
tance; and that whoever ſhould 


happened in Jeruſalem, before the 
the exerciſe of their function; ma- 


promiſcuouſly blended together, and 


pentance? 


continue in ſin, might always dread 
the like, or greater judgments; 
cloſing his exhortation to repen- 
tance, with the parable of the un- 
fruitful:hg-tree. . 

S. Did the Jetus take warning 
at theſe exhortations and threat. 
enings ? 

7. No: and their impenitency was 
ſeverely puniſhed on ſeveral occa- 
ſions, under the government of 
Cumants, when twenty-thouſand of 
them were deſtroyed about the tem- 
ple: upon the admiſſion of the J. 
dumæuns into the city, when eight. 
thouſand five- hundred of the high- 
prieſt's party were ſlain, and à flood 
of blood ran quite round the tem- 
ple: uponthe three-fold faction, that 


ſiege of the Romans, when the tem- 
ple was every where polluted with 
ſlaughter; the prieſts were lain ig 


ny, who came to worſhip, fell be. 
fore their ſacrifices ; and the dead 
bodies of ſtrangers and natives were 


ſprinkled the altar with their blood: 
and laſtly, upon the taking of the 
city and | temple by the {oma 
when mountains of dead bodies 

were piled up about the altat; I ro 


ſtreams of blood ran down the ſteps 

of the temple ; ſeveral were de- bat 
ſtroyed by the fall of the tower; ler 
and others choaked in the ſultry 


ruins of the galleries over the pot 


ches, as their own eminent hilto 
rian expreſly records in his Ant- . 
quities and Jetuiſb Wars. dea 

S. How could the parable of the that 
unfruitful fig-tree ſerve. as 2 pfo- doi 
per example to bring them to fe- 4 


7 


d 7. The maſter is therein repre- 
4 ſented as obſerving that his fig-tree 
Y had borne no fruit for three * 
1 and therefore orders it to be cut 
n down, as being not only unprofita- 
ble, but cumberſome to his vine- 
ng yard or garden. The gardener 
it» hereupon interpoſes, and begs that 
it might remain one year longer, 
74s and promiſes to uſe more than ordi- 
2s nary care and diligence in the cul- 
of ture of it, and to yield to its being 
of rooted up, if, at the expiration of 
m- that term, it ſhould continue un- 
J. fruitful notwithſtanding his culti- 
bt. vation thereof ; the maſter is pre- 
b. vailed on to wait the iſſue and to 
900 let it ſtand one year longer. Which 
m- parable ſets forth God's patience 
hat and long ſuffering of a ſinful peo- 
the ple, ever hoping for their conver- 
em- ſion, and uſing all proper means 
vil to bring forth in them the fruits of 
n.ig righteouſneſs ; for he defireth not 
ma- the death of a ſinner. 
be- S. Did Jeſus work no miracles 
lead in this progreſs ? | 
ere 7. Yes: he cured a poor wo- 
.and man of a ſore diſeaſe, which had 
ood: Wl afflicted her eighteen years, and 
f the bowed her body down, ſo that ſhe 
unnd could not ſtand upright. 
odies S. Where did he work this mi- 
ltar; racle ? 


T. In a ſynagogue on the Sab- 


* bath-day, in the preſence of the ru- 

* ler, and all the people. 

ſultry | S. What ſaid the ruler of the ſy- 

por: WY "=gogue? 

hiſto T. His heart rankling with en- 

Ante vy, and ſuperſtition, hereat, he en- 
deavoured to perſyade the people 

of the that Jeſus had broken the law by 

, pro doing this work on the Sabbath. 

. §. How did Jeſus acquit himſelf 
ef that aſperſion ? 

'C 


Jeſus cures a Man born Blind. 


- - 
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T. He judiciouſly expoſed the ab- 
ſurdity, ſuperſtition, and hypocriſy 
of the ruler's conduct, by aſking 
him if works of mercy, ſuch as the 
'curing of a daughter of Abraham, 
was not a better work, and more 
acceptable to God, than the com- 
mon and allowed practice of ſup- 
plying an ox or an aſs with neceſ- 
faries of life on the Sabbatb-day. 
This fimple, but juſt obſervation, 
quite filenced his adverſaries, and, 
pleaſed the people very much. 

S. How long did Jeſus continue 
in the country of Galilee at this 
time ? es | 

T. Till the feaſt of dedication, 
or about the 14th of November. At 
which feaſt Jeſus repaired to Jeru- 
alem. 

FS. What did this feſtival com- 
memorate ? _ * 

T. The dedication of the altar, 
and cleanſing of the temple by Judas 
Maccabeus (1 Maccab. iv. 59. and 
2 Maccab. x. 8.) after their pollu- 
tion by Antiachus Epiphanes ; as 1 
have noted before, in explaining the 
hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. | 

S Did Jeſus appear openly at 
this feaſt in Jeruſalem ? X 

T. Ves: and as he paſſed through 
the ſtreets on the Sabbath-day, he 
cured a poor man that had been 
born blind. hab 

S. Is this the man concerning 
whom the diſciples aſked Jeſus, 
whether his blindneſs was brought 
upon him by the man's own, or by 
his parents ſin ? 

T. Yes. | 

S. What could his diſciples mean 

ſuch a queſtion ? | | 

T. I will tell you: Firſt, in re- 

ard to the parents fin ; you muft 
+ i, that the law ſtrictly prohibi- 
Dad 2 ted 
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ted copulation with a menſtruous 
woman : and ſome have thought 
that a child, engendered at ſuch a 
time, would be obnoxious to le- 
proſy or mutilation, and conſe- 

quently might be ſubject to blind- 
| neſs, This is the account which 
ſome learned men have given: 
though it is very poſſible, that his 
diſciples had no thoughts of being 
thus particular, but intended only 
in general to aſk whether this cala- 
mity of the man's ought to be con- 
ſidered as an act of puniſhment in- 
flicted on his parents for their 
wickedneſs, And in regard to the 
blind man's own fin ; it could not 
be original fin ; becauſe all man- 
kind are ſubject to it, without an 
entail of any corporeal imperfeCtion. 
But it relates to the Platonical and 
Pythagorean opinion of the pre-ex- 
iftenice of ſouls, their tranſmigra- 
tion from one body to another, and 
to their being ſent into bodies bet- 
ter or worſe, according to their 
merit or demerit ; which opinion 
had gained great eredit amongſt the 
Fews,eſpecially the Phariſees. So that 
the diſciples took this op 
to. enquire, «whether our 
allow of the prevailing notion, that 
the ſoul of this man might be put 
into this imperfect body, for the 
puniſhment of what he had done, 
either in, or out of the 
prz-exiftent ſtate, 7 


$. How did Feſus cure this blind 


n 
T. Jeſus having declared that 
neither of -theſe ſuppoſed reaſons 


was juſt, but that God permitted 


the poor man to be born blind for 
the greater diſplay of divine power 
and goòdneſs in bis cure, worked 


up ſome clay with his ſpittle, with 


. which he anointed the blind man's 
8 
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judging without prejudice, that no 


tunity , 
rd did 


body, in a 


eyes, and ſent him to waſh it of 
at the pool of Siloam. 

S. Was there any medicinal virtue 
in the water of this pool? 

T. No; our Lord required the 
man to do this by way of probation 
of his faith and obedience; in the 
ſame manner as Naaman, the H. 
rian leper, had been ſent by the 
N to waſh in the river Jordan, 

What ſaid the people to this 
miracle ? 

T. As it was done on the $a. 
bath-day, the Phariſees to diminiſh 
the credit of this miracle, ſaid tha 
Jeſus could not be a prophet ſent 
from God ; becauſe what he had 
done in this affair, was a violation 
of the Sabbath: but the people pol. 
ſibly recollecting that 11 had 
not broken the Sabbath by com- 
manding the ark to be carried round 
Jericho, the armed men going be- 
fore and after it, ſeven — one 


of which muſt be the Sabbath; and 


impoſtor could be permitted to worł 
ſuch, miracles, as had apparent) 
the finger of God in them; were 
not to 25 out of their beliel 
in Jeſus, at leaſt, as a prophet ſent 
60 G24. This 4 the m · 
lers ſo much, that to fkreen their 
own malice, it was reſolved to pe- 
plex the people by a formal ſum- 
mons of the man and his parents 
before them. And upon their ap- 
pearance they endeavoured by pet. 
ſuaſions, intricate queſtions, and 
threats, to make them prevaricate, 
and deny the benefit received. 

S. What became of the blind 
man that was cured ? 

T. He inſiſting on our Saviour 
divine power before the counclh 
was excommunicated from the . 


nagogue. But Teſus received * 


2 —— — 
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one 


into his church. And the poor man 
believed in him, fell down at his 
feet and adored him. 

S. What ſaid Jeſus when he 


heard of this proceeding of the ru- 


lers againſt the poor blind man he 
had cured? 

7. He, in the parable of a ſhep- 
herd, inveighed againſt theſe rulers, 
as blind guides, thieves, and rob- 
bers, who had irregularly climbed 
up into the ſheepfold, miſuſed their 
authority, and ſome of them had 
made themſelves rulers and gover- 
nors in God's church, without any 
proper commiſſion from him. And 
then, condemning all thoſe falſe 
Chriſts, who before him had uſurp- 
ed the title of the J&/iab, he aſ- 
ferted his own right to that title ; 
for as much as no one would offer 
to lay down his life for his ſheep, 
as he was ready to dp. 

S. Had theſe rulers no commiſ- 
ſen to act in the church of God? 

7. Certainly no commiſlian to 
act as they did: do not you remem- 
ber that God appointed the ſons of 
Li, To teach the children of 
$ — all the ſtatutes, which the 
Lord had ſpoken unto them by 
* the hand of Moſes?” And it was 
required that the prieſts lips ſhould 
preſerve knowledge ; and that the 
people ſhould ſeek his law at their 
mouths ? 

. How then came the Phari- 
ſees to uſurp their commiſſion ? 

T. The corruption of the times 
brought into the church many new 
doctrines and traditions ; and when 
theſe grew into eſteem, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, that had invented 
them, took upon them to be guides 


d teachers of the people; and at laſt 


inſiſted upon others taking commiſ- 
lion and ordination to that office 


Jeſ us preaches in Galilee, &c. 
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from them alone; thus they be- 
came a plantation, which God had 
© not planted.” Matt. xv. 13, 

S. Were there any falſe Ghrifts 
before our Saviour's days ? 

T. Yes: ſuch was one Theudas, 
and Judas Galilæus. 

S. Whom did Jeſus mean by his 
ſheep? | 

. All in ſome ſenſe, Gentiles as 
well as Jetus; but more particular- 
ly good men, who would hearken to 
him and follow him. He died for 
all, that they, who live, might not 
live unto themſelves, but unto him, 
who died for them,” 2 Cor. v. 15. 
So that if any one periſheth, it is 
not through any defect of Chris 
death ; but becauſe the condition 
to make his death efficacious to ſuch 
a perſon, has not been performed. 

S. Did not the Jews, who were 
convinced of the truth of his mira- 
cles, believe in him ? 

T. Some of them ſtruggling hard 
with the prejudice of their educa- 
tion, wanted firſt an open and ex- 
plicit conſeſſion from him, whether 
he was the Meſſiah or no, before 
ys would determine. 

Did Jeſus humour them ? 

T. He told them, that he had al- 
ready both in words and deeds given 
ſuch evidence of his divine miſſion, 
as would have been ſuſſicient to con- 
vince any that were diſpoſed to be 
his ſheep ; and that he being one 
with his heavenly Father, was able 
to preſerve and reward his own 
ſheep with eternal life. 

S. Did this convert them? 

T. No: on the contrary, on hear- 
ing Jeſus thus equalling himſelf 
with God, they would have ſtoned 
him, had he not immediately left the 
city, and retired to Bethabara, be- 
yond Jordan. | 

Dd 3 S. How 
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S. How did the people beyond 
Jordan receive him? 
T. They probably remembering 


What John the Baptiſt had teſtified 


of Jeſus, reſorted to him in great 
numbers, brought their ſick to be 
cured by him, and gave great at- 
tention to his instructions ; ſo that 
he | a many diſciples here. 
What ſubjects bid our Saviour 
chiefly inſiſt on, in this country? 
T. Amongſt others we read, that 
being aſked by one a needleſs queſ- 
tion concerning the number of thoſe 
that ſhould be ſaved ; he took occa- 
ſion from thence, inſtead of anſwer- 
ing the man's curioſity, to exhort 
his hearers not to truſt in vain con- 


ceits, or fancied privileges, that all 


Zfraelites ſhould be ſaved ; but that 
they ſhould' ſtrive to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate of ſalvation ; aſſuring 
them, that the Gentiles, who ſhould 
make uſe of the means preſcribed in 


the goſpel, and work out their ſal- 


vation with fear and trembling, 
ſhould obtain eternal life, when the 
Jjraelites, that neglected thoſe means, 
would be ſhut out and loft, 


S. How did the Phariſees behave 


to him in this country ? 

- T, They were afraid to oppoſe 
him openly ; but not being able to 
hear the eſteem and credit, that 
Jeſus gained amongſt the people, 
they feigned a reſpect for him, and 


in a ue manner hoped to re- 
ro 


move him from thence, by ſuggeſt- 
ing the danger he was in from He- 
rod Antipas, ſo long as he continued 
in Galilee. 

8. Nd Feſes hearken to this ſug- 

on; 

T. No: on the contrary, he bid 
them go and tell that fox, Herod, 
that he was determined to perſevere 
in his miniſtry in his dominions ; 
Wits J | 
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and that he had nothing to fear from 
either his ſubtlety or power; be. 
cauſe, as he was a prophet, he could 
not well be put to death in any o- 
ther place than at Jeruſalem, which 
was appointed, as it were, for the 
ſlaughter-houſe of all the prophet, 

Why did Jeſus call Herod Ai. 


tipas a fox ? 


T. Becauſe it was a ſuitable em. 
blem of the part, which that te. 
trarch had played, by alternately 
joining with the Fews, and the Re. 
mans ; and with the Phariſees and 
Sadducees, as he ſaw would be moſt 
likely to ſupport his private interef, 

S. Did 7eſus do any might 

works in this journey ? 
T. Amongſt others, he, on z 
Sabbath- day, cured a man ſick of: 
t and when the Phariſee, in 
whoſe houſe he was at that time in- 
vited to dine, murmured at it, 281 
violation of the Sabbath, Feſus jul- 
tified this miracle, .in the 2 
manner as he had done on the like 
occaſions before. 

S. How did Jeſus behave at the 
Phariſee's entertainment? 

T. He found occaſion to give the 
company ſeveral exhortations. [1 
the firſt place he blamed thoſe that 
ſtrove for precedency, and the up- 
permoſt ſeats amongſt company; 
and recommended humility as the 
beſt means of gaining reputation, 
&c, He condemned all entertain- 
ments that are made with a view ii 
receive acompenſation from our rich 
gueſts; exhorted us to expend ou! 
money in the exerciſe of charity to- 
wards ſuch,. as are in no condition 
to make us a retribution ; and to 
theſe he promiſed a recompence i 
the kingdom of heaven. And then 
under the parable of a feaſt, t 
which thoſe, that had been _ 


had refuſed to come, on frivolous 
pretences; and whoſe room was 
afterwards filled by the order of the 
maſter of the houſe with other gueſts, 
called from the ſtreets, lanes, high- 
ways, and hedges, to tlie utter ſe- 
cluſion of thoſe that would not 
come ; he repreſented the different 
ſucceſs which the goſpel would meet 
with among different people; the 
rejection of the Jews, and the call 
of the Gentiles, See Matt. xxii. 2. 
S. Pleaſe to explain this parable 
more fully ? | 
T. The maſter of the houſe is 
God; the houſe is the church of 
God; the ſupper is the goſpel- diſ- 
penſation, which miniſters true 
plenty and pleaſure, all that men 
can want, and all thit they can 
wiſh, to render them perfectly hap- 
py. The greatneſs of this ſupper, 
and the multitudes invited to it, re- 
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1 preſent the bounty and infinite love 
* of the Almighty. The gueſts that 
{ike excuſed themſelves were the Fews. 
The firſt call, bidding, or invita- 

t the tion, implies all the previous notices 
of the Meſſiah, by which the law 
e the and the prophets were intended to 
Th prepare the Ferws for the reception 
that of him and his doctrine, The ſe- 
up cond bidding, when it is ſaid all 
any} things were ready, imports all that 
* 720 did and taught, and ſuffered 
tion or their converſion and falvation, 
11 and all the teſtimonies and exhor- 
an tations of his apoſtles, and preachers 
nch of the goſpel, to the ſame purpoſe. 
out The excuſes made for their not ac- 
y to- cepting the invitation are the preju- 
lion dices and paſſions, and worldly in- 
10 to tereſts which did not only binder 
in thoſe Jews from coming to the faith, 
then but diſpoſed them likewiſe to treat 


all attempts to win them over, with 


1 


Several Parables explained. 


407 
the utmoſt obſtinacy and contempt. 
The other gueſts brought in from 
the ſtreets, 2 to ſupply their pla- 

ces, are the Gentiles; men of all 
nations and languages, to whom, 
after the Jetus had thruſt it from 
them, the tenders of this grace and 
ſalvation were made. And the de- 
claring, that none of thoſe, who 
© were bidden, ſhould taſte of this 
© ſupper,” denotes the giving thoſe 
Jetus over to a reprobate ſenſe, and 
the leaving of them under that infi- 
delity and perverſeneſs, in which 
they continue hardened to this day. 
S. Did Jeſus continue at this 
* houſe? . 

T. No: he withdrew from thence 
after dinner; and being followed 
by a great concourſe of people, that 
ſhewed much defire to become his 
diſciples, Jeſus (perhaps in confor- 
mity to the cuſtom of the Fewyh 
d s, who are ſaid to have laid 
down before their proſelytes the 
inconveniences, that would attend 
upon the practice of their precepts) 
acquaints his diſciples with the dif- 
ficulty of the duties he ſhould require 
of them, and with the greatneſs of 
the ſufferings to which they would 
be expoſed in the practice of them. 

S. What were the duties in 
which they were to find ſo much 
difficulty ? 

T. To hate both father, mother, 
wife, children, brethren, ſiſters, 
and their own life alſo. 

S. To hate ? Is this doctrine a- 
greeable to the goodneſs of God? 

7. To hate, as one man is ſaid 
to hate another through envy, ma- 
lice, &c. is not agreeable to the 
goodneſs of God: but this is not 
the meaning of this expreſſion in- 
this place; which only imports, 
Dd4 . | that 


them as forſaken 
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that we muſt not love father, mo- 
ther, c. more than God: or, that 
whenever the ties and love of this 


world interfere with our duty to 


God, we muſt obey God rather 
than man. 

S. Did Jeſus convert many of the 
Phariſees ? 

T. It does not appear that he did; 
but on the contrary, the Scribes and 
Phariſees murmured at his freely 
permitting Publicans and ſinners, 

| under the public odium, 
who were counted the looſeſt 
ſort of people, to reſort unto him; 
out of whom indeed he made many 
converts. 

8. What faid Jeſus to this com- 
plaint? 

T. He juſtified himſelf by the 

arable of the ſhepherd, that left his 
flock to ſeek one ſheep that was 
loſt; of the woman that rejoiced at 
her finding a piece of filver ſhe had 
loſt ; and of the young prodigal, 
whom his father with open arms 
ran to meet, and received with great 
joy and tenderneſs, notwithſtanding 


the remonſtrances of his elder bro- 


cher. In all which he ſhewed, that 
the ſalvation of ſinners was the main 
end of his coming into the world, 
By other parables alſo, viz. of the 
unjuſt ſteward, and of the rich man 
and Lazarus, which he at this time 
ſpoke, Jeſus reproved the ſpirit of 
— and voluptuouſneſs, in 
his hearers, and inſtructed them in 
the proper uſe of riches. 

S. Why did the Phariſees and 
Stribes take offence at his conver- 
ſing with Publicans and ſinners? 

T. Becauſe they looked upon 
God, -and deli- 
vered up to a reprobate ſenſe, ſo as 


not to be capable of being reclaim- 


ed from their evil courſes. 
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S. Let me aſk you a few queſ. 
tions concerning theſe parables, 
Why did Jeſus liken ſinners to 
loſt ſheep ? 

T. Becauſe a ſheep, when once 
it is ſtrayed away, is a creature re. 
markably ſtupid and heedleſs. It 


goes wandering on, without either 


power or inclination to return back, 
though each moment it is in dan- 
ger of becoming a ſacrifice to eyery 

aſt of prey that meets it. And, 


ſuch, in truth, is the condition of | 


men addicted to vice: when they 
have broken out of God's fold, and 
forſaken the pleaſant paſtures which 
he 2 for them: they groy 
careleſs and inconſiderate, and are 
expoſed to ſnares and temptitions 
every moment: they are hardened 
by cuſtom ; are depraved in their 
affections and judgment; are nei 
ther diſpoſed to grow wiſer; nor 
themſelves are they capable of con- 
quering inveterate habits of vice; 
though they ſhould now and then 
ſhew ſome inclination to attempt it, 

S. Why did he compare chem i 
a loft piece of money ? 

T. By this parable we are to un- 
derſtand that God eſteems the fouls 
of men precious, and reckons them 
among, his wealth and treaſure ; be- 
ing formed by his own hand, in- 
preſſed with his own image and ſi- 
perſcription, and deriving all ther 
value and currency from that ſtamy, 
which carries a reſemblance to the 
great king of the whole world, But 
when they abandon God's laws, 
and forſake the divine and rational 
life of goodneſs and wiſdom, r- 
nounced for one of ſenſuality, mad- 
neſs, and - miſchief, then they ar: 
loft to themſelves and to God. The 
this coin is debaſed, the impreflio 
defaced and gone; and that * 
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of money, as to the worth and uſe 
of it, is in a manner as if it were no 
longer in being. 

F. Pray explain me the parable 
of the prodigal ſon ? | 

7. The father is God; the pro- 
digal ſon is an — and 
notorious ſinner, or offender againſt 
his will, that has made a bad uſe of 
all good inſtructions, neglected the 
means of ſalvation, and given him- 
ſelf up to work all iniquity with 

reedineſs. The return of this pro- 
Gigal is a conviction of his own 
evil ways, and his thorough repen- 
tance and full purpoſe of amend- 
ment of life, with a lively hope of 
God's mercy through Chriſt. The 
elder brother is one that has been 
always ſuncere in the performance 
of the obligations required by God's 
ordinances ; who has kept himſelf 
undefiled from the common vices of 
the age; and is ſo much in love 
with himſelf, that he Phariſaically 
looks upon every ſinner to be un- 
wotthy of any care or regard; and 
murmurs at all means to bring them 
back to a ſtate of ſalvation.-And here 
I muſt not forget that this parable is 
delervedly reckoned a maſter- piece 
in its kind, and What cannot be pa- 
ralleled by any of the allegorical 
writings of heathen authors, It is 
adorned and beautified with the 
moſt glowing colours, and lively 
ſimilitudes. Fe is carried on, and 
conducted with admirable wiſdom 
and proportion, in the parts, as well 
as in the whole. And there is fo 
exact a relation between the things 
repreſented, and the repreſentations 
of them, that the moſt elevated un- 
derſtanding will admire, and the 
loweſt capacity diſcover the excel- 
lent and moſt uſeful moral, that lies 
under ſo thin and fine a veil, © 
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S. What interpretation do you 
ive of the parable of the unjuſt 
ward ? N 
T. In that parable you read of 
the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, 
which denotes riches or treaſures, 
of what ſort or kind foever, when 
acquired by unjuſt means; and be- 
cauſe —— the root of all evil, 
as even a heathen poet could diſco- 
ver: Effodiuntur opes irritamenta 
malorum.” By the ſteward we are to 
underſtand, not only the poſſeſſor 
of riches and treaſures; but that 
every one, who enjoys any advan» 
tages of nature, or of grace, as well 
as of fortune, is to be conſidered as 
a ſteward entruſted with thoſe 
from God, to benefit and do good 
to others; and which he is to be 
accountable for to God at the laſt 


day. 
S. What is the meaning of A 
of the 


braham's boſom in the para 
rich man and Lazarus? 

T. It was one of the expreſſions, 
at the time of our Saviour's preach- 
ing, made uſe of by the Jetuiſb doc- 
tors to denote a future ſtate of 
happineſs. And in this parable, Je- 
ſus plainly ſhews that no man can 
expect ſalvation by the multitude of 
his riches; that there is a place of 
torment, out of which there is no 
redemption ; and that no-one is to 
expect any other revelation for the 
direction of his life, than the writ- 
ten word of God. 

S. Did not theſe parables ſilence 
the Phariſees ? | 

T. They were rather the more 

ed; and thinking that they 

had found a queſtion, the deciſion 
of which either way would give 
them an opportunity to reproach 
him beſore the people, either ſor 
oppoſing the law of Moſes, or the 
determination 
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determination of their ſchools, they 


aſk him, ls it lawful for a man to 
© put away his wife for every cauſe?” 
S. What ſays Moſes ; and what 
did the Fewifh ſchoolmen determine 
in this affair? 
T. Moſes, in Deuteronomy xxiv. 1, 
decrees, when a man hath taken a 
wife and married her, and it come 
to paſs that ſhe finds no favour in his 
eyes, becauſe he hath found ſome 
uncleanneſs in her; then let him 


write her a bill of divorcement, and 
give it in her hand, and ſend her 


out of his houſe. Now upon theſe 
words the ſchool of Shammai held, 
that the wife was to be put away only 
for the crime of adultery, But the 
ſchool of Hillel, which was moſt 
numerous, maintained, that a man 
might divorce or put away his wife 
for any cauſe whatever. 
S. How did Feſus decide the 
matter? | 

T. He referred them to the firſt 
inſtitution of marriage, and remind- 
ed them of the ſtrict natural union 
that ſubſiſts between man and wife, 
which cannot be diſannulled by any 
human inſtitution. To which they 
replied by inſiſting, that Maſes had 
* commanded to give her a writing 
© of divorcement, and to put her a- 
way.“ To which Jeſus again gave 
this full anſwer, that JZo/es had not 
commanded, but only permitted ſuch 
a practice; which was to provide, 
that in caſe any man would be ſo 
perverſe and bard-hearted, as to turn 
away his wife upon any flight oc- 


caſion, it might be done in a proper 


and public manner ; not by word 
of mouth, but by bill of divorcement, 
delivered in form; that when the 
woman was thus diſmiſſed, ſhe 


might not be quite ruined, but left 


The New TESTAMENT explained. 


at her liberty to become 

man's wife: and therefore he de. 
clared all divorces to be null and 
invalid, except in the caſes of adul. 
tery. This quite ſilenced his cap. 
tious diſputants. But his diſciples 
ſay unto him, if the cafe of the 
man be ſo with his wife, that he 
cannot put her away, except for a. 
dultery, and marry another, with. 
out committing adultery himſelf, «it 
© is not good to marry :* to which 
our Lord replied, that all could not 
live fingle innocently, and that they 
who had not the gift of continency, 
and did marry, ought to adhere tg 
the firſt inſtitution. 

S. Was this all he ſaid to his dif. 
ciples ? 

T. All that related to marriage: 
but he proceeded to remind them of 
the impoſſibility of preventing ſcan- 
dals and offences; of the duty of 
forgiveneſs; of the neceſſity and 
efficacy of faith ; of man's unwor- 
thineſs, and inability to merit any 
thing from the Almighty ; and of 
that humility, which ſhould always 
attend addreſſes to our Creator, 
Which laſt particular he exemplih- 
ed in the oppoſite behaviour of: 
Phariſee and a Publican, who went 
to the temple to pray. 

S. What was the behaviour 
the Phariſce ? | 

T. The Phariſce (that is, one who 
made profeſſion of a ſtricter and grea- 
ter virtue) ſtanding upright, thanks 
God, that he is not, as other men 
<are,extortioners, unjuſt, adulteren, 
cor even as this Publican. Such 2 
prayer is both inſolent and boaſting; 
— ſavours more of an herald pro- 
claiming his own praiſes, than of 2 
ſupplicant, confeſſing his ſins, and 


| ing for mercy. And though it 
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Jeſus cautions his Diſciples againſt falſe Chriſts. 411. 


could be admitted, that his opinion 
of his own excellencies was not too 
lofty, he could produce no warrant 
or privilege thus to diſparage ' and 
vilify his brethren. Who hasa right 
to ſay, I am not as other men are; 


or to ſet himſelf off with an excep- - 
ſus an 


tion to the whole world ? or even 
as this Publican ; to break that bruiſ- 
ed reed, and with ſcornful reproa- 
ches, to fall foul on a wounded 
ſoul, whoſe penitent ſorrow called 
for the compaſſion of every by- 
ſtander ? 

The Publican (that is, one of a 
more looſe and diſorderly way of 
life) on the contrary, ſpeaks no- 
thing but ſhame and confuſion, the 
tendereſt contrition, and moſt pro- 
found humility in all his expreſſions 
and deportment. He ſtands afar off, 
as not preſuming upon a nearer ap- 

roach to the preſence of ſo holy a 
Majeſty He lifts not up ſo much 
as his eyes to heaven; but by the 
guilt and melancholy of his counte- 
nance, takes to himſelf the ignomi- 
nious titles, ſo liberally beſtowed by 
his ſcornful companion. He ſmites 
upon his breaſt, as conſcious of the 
pollution lodged there ; looks not 
abroad, but confines his thoughts 
to his own miſery ; alledges nothing 
in his own behalf, no mixture of 
good to mitigate the evil of his paſt 
ife ; feels no comfort, ſeeks no re- 
fuge, except in the mercy of a for- 
giving God; brings no motive to 
incline that mercy, but a forrowful 
ſenſe of his own unworthineſs, and 
an humble hope in God's unbound- 
ed goodneſs : and- therefore upon 
this, this ſaving, this only ſupport- 
ing attribute, he caſts himſelf en- 
tirely, and opens his mouth only to 
fay theſe words, God, be merci- 


© ful to me a ſinner ! and for that 
reaſon he is by Chri/t ſaid to be juſ- 
tified and preferred to the Phariſee : 
becauſe the divine decree is, That 
pride ſhall be abaſed, and humili- 
© ty ſhall be exalted.” | 

S. Did the Phariſees trouble Je- 
more ? 

T. Yes: they came to him again; 
and aſked him, When the king- 
© dom of God,” of which he had 
told them ſo much; © was to appear?” 

S. What anſwer did Jeſus return 
to this queſtion ?: 

T. As Jeſus knew that the Pha. 
riſees unde » by the kingdom of 

od, a flouriſhing temporal king- 
dom, wherein the MHeſſiab was to 
reduce all other nations under the 
Fewiſh yoke ; ſo he formed his an- 
ſwer, in order to deſtroy that falſe 
traditional opinion : therefore, ſays 


he, the kingdom of God, which I 


have ſo often told you of, would 
not conſiſt of any external pomp or 
ſplendor ; but was to be a kingdom 
of wrath and vengeance to be exer- 
ciſed upon the 7Zews themſelves: 
and a ſpiritual kingdom to be erect- 
ed in the hearts of men by the kind- 
ly operations of his word and fpirit, 
when the goſpel of Jeſus ſhould be 
more fully propagated. — Then turn- 
ing to his diſciples, he ſtrictly charg- 
ed them to beware of falſe Chri/ts, 
and falſe prophets, which, after- his 
death, would riſe up, and pretend 


to ſhew them the kingdom of God, 


where it was not. | 
S. Did any ſuch ariſe, and who 
were theſe falſe Chriſis and falſe 
prophets ? Ae 
7. There were many; more par- 


ticularly Do/itheus, who took upon 
him the character of the Chris, 


whom Moſes had foretold. Simon 
4. | _ Magus 


of Feſtus, ſeduced 
into the deſart, and promiſed them 
deliverance from the Roman yoke: 
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Adagus, who called himſelf the great 


power of God, with many others, 


whom, as Foſephus records, the 
time of the coming of their king 
Aeſfiabh prevailed with, to ſet up 
for I falſe prophets were 
one „who, in the govern- 
ment of Fadus, promiſed his fol- 


| lowers that he would divide the river 


u, as it was in the days of 

o/bua and Elas, and give them a 
paſſage : the Egyptian Few, 
who, in the government of Felix, 
led 30,000 men to the mount of 
Oliver, where he promiſed, by his 
prayers, to make the walls of 'Feru- 
falem, as thoſe of Fericho once did, 
fall flat to the ground; thence to 
drive the Roman army, and there to 
fix the ſeat of the empire: a certain 
magician who, in the government 
multitudes 


and ſeveral others, ——— 
to 7o „taught the '7ews, even 
to Wü to — help and deli- 
verance. The land, at this time, 
between Chriſt's reſurrection, and 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, was 
uite over- run with impoſtors and 
educers, who drew the people after 
them in troops; though the Raman 
governors were ſo ſevere, that there 
hardly a day paſſed without the ex- 
ecution of ſome of them. 
S. Did Jeſus at this time ac- 
quaint his diſciples with any further 


| particulars that ſhould happen con- 


cerning himſelf, or the Jetbiſb na- 
tion ? 

T. Yes: he foretold them of his 
own ſufferings ; how he ſhould be 


rejected by the eius; of the ſpeedy 


propagation of his goſpel after his 
death: and of the certain deſtruc- 


tion, conſequent thereupon, of the 
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Fewi/h nation. And exhorted them 
to conſult their own ſafety, and re. 
tire before the Roman armies ſhould 
approach to execute God's ven. 
geance, and to puniſh the Jews for 
their rejection of and the murder of 
him, their Aaſſiab. And, having 
finiſhed this diſcourſe with anexhor. 
tation to earneſt and frequent prayer, 
enforced by the parable of a poor 
widow, who, by the importunity 
and afliduity of her cries, - obtained 
her petition from a judge, that fear- 
ed neither God nor man; he paſſed 
over Jordan into the land of Peres, 

S. On which fide Jordan did 
Peraa lie ? | 

7. On the eaſt ; being bounded 
on the welt by Jerdan; on the ealt 
by Philadelphia; on the north h 
Bala, and on the ſouth by Mack- 
ron. It was a fruitful country and 
well watered with ſprings, and fi- 
vulets which deſcended from the 
mountains, and abounded with pines, 
olive- trees, palm - trees, c. in great 
perfection. | 

S. How was Jeſus received in 
Perea? 

T. Vaſt multitudes followed him, 
And ſome brought their children u 
be bleſſed by him. On which oc 
caſion he rebuked his diſciples, who 
would have prevented their being 
admitted to him ; and recommend- 
ed the ſimplicity and innocence of 
their manner to their imitation, and 
took the infants into his arms, and 
ſolemnly bleſſed them. After this 
a young rich man aſked him wha 
he ſhould do to inherit eternal life! 

T. He fiſt enjoined him to keep 
the commandments of the ſecond 
table, as the beſt proof of bis keep- 
ing thoſe of the firſt, But upon the 

| your; 
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Jeſus diſcourſeth to his Diſciples, &c. 


oung gentleman's glorying in his 
ſtrict obſervation of the Jaw, declar- 
ing that he bad always kept them 
from his youth up; Jeſiu, to try 
the ſincerity of his heart, whether 
he really preferred his eternal to his 
temporal intereſt ; or Jordans ra- 
ther to ſhew him his inſincerity, and 
attachment to the world ; bids him 
ell all his worldly eſtate, and give 
it to the poor, and thereby purchaſe 
an intereſt in heaven, and to enter 
into the number of his diſciples, 
S. What faid the young man? 
T. He went away very ſad and 


dejected, unwilling to barter tem- 


poral poſſeſſions, and worldly goods, 
for a heavenly treaſure. 

S. What reflection did Feſus 
make on this conduct of the young 
man? 

T. Turning to his diſciples, he 
declared, that it is eaſier for a 
© camel to go through the eye of a 
© needle, than for a rich man to en- 
iter into the kingdom of heaven,” 

S. This ſeems to be a hard ſay- 


* It appeared no leſs fo to his 
diſciples : but Feſus preſently re- 
moved their ſurpriſe and fears, by 
mitigating the ſeverity of the ex- 
preſhon z explaining himſelfto mean 
no more than that riches, through 
the confidence men are apt to place 
in them, and the general abuſe of 
them, without the grace of God, 
are an unſurmountable obſtacle to 
any man's ſalvation; but that no 
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rich man's heart could be fo deprav- 
ed, but God was able to change it. 

S. Did this ſatisfy the diſciples ? 
T. Yes: and declaring that they 
had forſaken all and followed Jeſus, 
Peter deſired to know of him, what 
reward they were to expect. 

S. What anſwer did Peter re- 
ge 7 eſa iſed that at th 

+ Jejus prom that at the 

neral reſurrection, they ſhould fit 
with him on twelve thrones, in 
judgment on the twelve tribes of 
2 And alſo that they, and all 

at ſhould follow their example, 
ſhould be comforted in this life with 
an upright conſcience ; a full con- 
tent of mind ; the comfort and in- 
ward affiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
increaſe of grace; and hopes of 
glory; and with eternal life in the 
next world, Theſe diſcourſes he 
concluded with the parable of the 
labourers in the vineyard; by 
which he repreſented what ſhould 
happen to his church ia all ages; 
and that ſuch high rewards as 
were therein given, did not pro- 
ceed from any inherent virtue in 
us, or merit of our own deeds, but 
from the bounty of heaven, and the 
freedom of God in the diſtribution 
of his favaurs. | | 

S. How long did Jeſus ſtay in 
Perea? oy” | 

7. Not long; for having receiv- 
ed a meſſage of the ſickneſs of his 
eſteemed friend Lazarus at Bethany 
he two days after ſet out for Fuded: 
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Jeſus diſcourſeth to bis Diſciples in his Way to Bethany. Dines 
with Zaccheus the Publican. The Parable of. a Nobleman ſra- 
velling into a far Country, explained. Jeſus arrives. at Beth» 
any, and raiſeth Lazarus from the Dead, The Sanbedrim re- 


ſolve 


8 
_ fobve to kill Jeſus and Lazarus. Jeſus retires to Ephraim, and 
return to Bethany and Jeruſalem: is anointed with Spikenarg : 


and Chriſt's Anſwer. 
Duty to ourſelves. 
riſees in the Temple, and foretelleth its Deſtruction. 
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and rideth upon an Aſs in Triumph into Jeruſalem, Hoſanna 


explained. Jeſus prophefieth the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem : dri- 
verb the Uſurers and Huckſters out of the Temple, with a M bip 
ef Cords : and Ppreacheth in the Temple : curſeth the barren Fig. 


tree: driveth the Traders a ſecond Time out of the Temple: and 


refuſeth to give the Phariſees an Account of his Authority. The 
Parable of the two Sons: of the wicked Houſeholder, and of the 


Gueſts invited to the Marriage- beaſt, explained. The Phariſees 
Queſtion concerning Tribute to Cæſar; and Chriſts Anſwer, 
The Sadducees Queſtion concerning Marriages in a Future State; 
Jeſus ſhews which is the greateſt Com- 
mandment. The Duty to God and our Neighbour includes the 
Jeſus returns a third Time to Jeruſalem, 
Of Faith to remove Mountains. Jeſus openly reproves the Pha- 
The Signs 


„ Wer E was Bethany ? 

— 5 T. It was about two miles, 
or fiſteen furlongs eaſtward from Je- 
ruſalem, at the 5500 of the mount ot 
Olivet, a conſiderable place at that 
time, famous for date - trees. 

S. Did nothing remarkable hap- 
pen in * journey of Jeſus to 


7. Ves: Feſus on his way thi- 
ther informed 'his diſciples, more 


ore, of his approaching ſufferings 
at Jeruſalem W he Thould be 
apprehended, condemned, and de- 
livered to the Genttles to be ſcourg- 
ed, mocked, and crucified ; but 
that on the third day he ſhould riſe 

in,—When he came near 7e- 
richo, he was invoked by two men, 
Bartimeus and his companion, wbo 
were both blind; who addreſſing 
themſelves to him, ſaid © Jeſus, 
thou Son of David, have mercy 
on us ;* and having declared what 


pay and fully than he had done 


preceding this Deſtruction, and how fuifilled. - 


their petition was, he immediately 
with a touch opened their eyes. 
This, added to his other miracles, 
drew the attention of -the- people, 
and vaſt crowds after him; inſo- 
much, that as he went through 
ericho, Zaccheus, a man of low 
ature, but a wealthy Publican, and 
who had a great deſire of a longtime 
to ſee him, was forced to climb up 
into a ſycomore-tree, in order to get 

a view of him as he paſſed by. 
S. Did Jeſus obſerve this Publi- 

can in the tree ? | | 
T. Yes; and being come to the 
place where he ſtood, and lifting up 
his eyes, he called to Zaccheus, and 
bid him come down, promiſing to 
o and abide with him that day. 
Many indeed murmured at our Sa- 
viour's chuſing this man's houſe 
for the place of his retirement, when 
the maſter of it was of ſo odious 2 

profeſſion. | 

S. Did Zaccheusentertain our Lord 
T. Ves, 


7. Yes, he immediately came 
down, and gave Jeſus a moſt wel- 
come reception at his houſe. And 
being fully converted from the bot- 
tom of his ſou], and renouncing 
from that moment his paſt life, came 
and preſented himſelf before our Sa- 
viour ; and full of faith and joy in 
believing, offered to part with half 
his goods to the poor, and if he had 
wronged any body, to reſtore them 
fourfold. Our Saviour having heard 
this holy reſolution, declared that 
ſalvation was that day come to his 
houſe ; and that he whom the Jetos 
could not but regard with horror, 
was of the number of Abraham's 
children. | 

S. Was Zaccheus the Publican a 

0 or a Gentile? | 

T. The majority of commenta- 
tors ſuppoſe him to be a Je ; but 
the words of our Saviour, upon en- 
tering into his houſe, who. ſaid, 
© This day falvation is come to this 
© houſe, forafmuch as he alſo is the 
© ſon of Abraham,” (Luke xix. .) 
ſeem to determine the contrary. 
© Abraham believed, and it was im- 
© puted to him for righteouſneſs,” 
Rom. iv. 22.) and therefore Zac- 
cheus is here called his ſon, becauſe 
he readily believed in the divine 
miſſion of our Saviour Chriſt ; for 
the ſeed of Abraham. was not that, 
which is of the law, but that alſo 


which is of the faith of * Abraham 


* whois the father of us all, ( Rom. 
iv, 16.) | 4 
Some authors ſay, that this ſame 
Zaccheus was afterwards biſhop of 
CeſareainPalefine; but perhaps they 
confound him with another Zac- 
beus, biſhop of that church, who 
did.not live till the ſecond century. 
§. Whither did Jeſus go, when 

he left Zaccheus's houle ? © 


The Parable of a Nobleman!s 7 ravels. 
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T. He proceeded with his diſci- 
ples to Bethany; and as he drew 

nearer to ers alem, perceiving that 
his diſciples thought he was going 
up to the paſſover, and could not 
yet help their expectations of his 
exaltation to a temporal throne, and 
that he would at laſt aſſume a re- 
gal authority, he endeavoured once 
more to cure their minds of all ſuch 
thoughts, by declaring to theme 
the parable of a prince, born heir 
to a kingdom, and going into a far 
country to take poſſeſhon of it. 
This prince, ſays he, before his de- 
parture, called his ſervants her, 
and gave each of them a ſum of 
money to trade withal, until he 
ſhould return. And aſſigned the 
cauſe of his journey into à foreign 
land, to be the rebellion” of bis 
ſubjects, who were obſtinately ſet 
ainſt him, and diſclaimed him for 
their king. But, having obtained 
his new kingdom, and being return- 
ed home, he called his ſervants, 
with whom he had entruſted his 
money, to an account; rewarded 
the diligent in proportion to their 
improvements, and ' puniſhed the 
negligent with perpetual impriſon- 
ment. Then he alſo ordered thoſe 
ſubjects, that had diſclaĩmed all o- 
bedience to him, to be put to death 
in his own preſence, as ſo many 

fenen | 

S. How am I to interpret this pa- 
refer” 7! | 
7. The prince, or young noble- 
man, is Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God. 
His going into a far country is the 
aſcenſion of Chriſt into heaven, 
where he has taken poſſeſſion of his 
mediatorial kingdom; his ſervants 
are all thoſe whom he has purchaſed 
with his blood, and who have the 
goſpel preached unto them, who 
. a ae 
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are accountable for every talent, or 
inſtruction they receive from his 
word; his citizens or ſubjects are 
the Fews in particular, who not 
only rejected him with ſcorn, but 


put him to an ignominious death; 
and his return is the day of his 
fierce wrath (firſt) in the deſtruc- 
tion of Feruſalem and the total over- 
throw of the Jew:/b temple and 
nation, about forty years after the 
time of his death; and (ſecondly) 
in the juſt diſtribution of rewards 
and puniſhments, which he, at the 
laſt day, will render to every one 


according to their works. 

S. Did Jeſus arrive at Bethany 
time to cure Lazarus of his 
ſickneſs ? 


T. No: Lazarus had been dead 
and buried four days, before Jeſur 
arrived. When finding Martha and 
Adary, the ſiſters of the. deceaſed, 
mourning, and many of their friends 
and neighbours condoling the loſs 
of their brother, he could not re- 
ſrain groaning within himſelf at the 
ſight of their tears and forrow ; and 
wept alſo himſelf as well as they. 
This ſympathy of his with their 
ſorrow, being a token of his great 
love for the deceaſed, made ſome of 
the company wonder why he had 


not prevented his death. 


$. What did Jes on this occa- 
? 0 


T He demanded where they had 
laid the body; and aſſured his ſiſters 
that their brother Lazarus ſhould 
riſe again: and when he was brought 
to the grave, he ordered the ſtone 


tobe rolled away from the mouth 


of it; and, after a ſhort addreſs to 
bis Father, raiſed up Lazarus from 
the dead by his bare command. For 
Jeſas no ſooner ſaid with a loud 
voice, Lazarus come forth, but he 
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immediately aroſe, in ſuch 
health, as bo be able to E 
with Jeſus and the company to his 
own houſe, 

S. Did not this miracle convince 
the Fews of his divine power 

7. Moſt of the ſpectators belier. 
ed on him; but ſome of them were 
even ſo blind and obſtinate, as to 
aſcribe this miracle, as they had 
done all his others, to the power 
of Belzebub ; and accordi ngly went 
and reported the whole affair to the 
Phariſees 
take away his life. Thus was lit. 
terally fulfilled the ſaying of Jeſu 


Chri/t, Though one roſe fromthe 


dead, they will not believe. 

S. Was it cuſtomary for the 
ews to mourn for their depatted 
ends after they were buried! 
T. Yes: though there was no 

fixed nor limited time for it. For 
you they mourned forty days ; for 
hes and Aaron, thirty: for per- 
ſans of an inferior quality, the da 
very probably were fewer; but 
ſome they ſet apart for all; and the 
general term, both among the Jan 
and Gentiles, was ſeven ; during 
which time, their neighbours 
friends came to viſit them, to alle 
viate their ſorrows with the belt 2. 
guments they could. They prayei 
with them; they read with then 
the xlixth. H ſalm; they prayedfor the 
ſoul of the dead, and adminiſters 
comfort to them in proportion to 


their lo(s.; but no body opened hi 


mouth until the aMiRed perſon ba 


firſt ſpoke : becauſe Job's thus 


friends, who came to comſort hin, 
we find did the fame (Jab ii. 13 
all which ceremonies, made the cor 


courſe at Martha's houſe on ti 


folemn occaſion greater, and gi 
a greater number of Jews an op 


portunif 


s at Jeruſalem, in order to 
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Jeſus raiſeth Lazarus from the Dead. 


nity to be the eye · witneſſes of 
the miracle of her brother's reſur- 
rection. 

§. Why did Feſus, who knew 
all things, aſk where Lazarus was 
buried ? 

7. To take away all ſuſpicion of 
fraud or confederacy. 

S. What fort of graves were in 
uſe in thoſe days ? 

7. The common form of a bu- 
rial-place, among the ancient Jetus, 
was a vault, hewn out of a rock, 
fix cubits long, and four broad, in 
which eight other cells (or niches, 
or as others ſay thirteen) were uſu- 
ally made to receive ſo many dead 
bodies. The mouth or entrance of 
this vault was cloſed with a large 
tone, which could be removed, 
as you ſee in the caſe before us. 

5 Could not Chriſt have raiſed 
up Lazarus without addrefling his 
Father ? 

T. Yes: but he choſe to do it, 
that all the company might know, 
that what he did, was by a divine, 
not diabolical power; and that God 
in granting his petition acknow- 
ledged him to be his Son. 

S. What did the Phariſees at the 
report of this miracle? 

T. They convoked the ſanhe- 
drim, and propoſed it as a matter 
of immediate neceſſity, for the good 
of their nation, to put Jeſus to 
death, leſt the Romans ſhould take 
umbrage at his mighty works, and 
he take upon him the character and 
title of the Meſſiah, and attempt to 
make himſelf king. us it was 
agreed amongſt them, to ſeek the 
brit opportunity to put him to death. 
S. Did they put their reſolution 
immediately into execution? | 

T. Ne- doubt they would have 


Gone it; but Feſus's hour being not 
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yet come, he fruſtrated their de- 
ngn for the preſent, by retiring to 

phraim, a little obſcure place be- 
tween Bethel and Fericho, and about 
twenty miles north of Jeruſalem, 
where he and his apoſtles continued 
a few days, till it was time for him 
to go up to the feaſt of the paſſover. 

S. Did not Jeſus return again to 
Bethany ? 

T. Yes: he took it in his way to 
Jeruſalem ; and ſtopping there ſux 
days before the —— began, he 
was kindly entertained at ſupper in 
Lazarus's houſe, who ſat with him 
at table, while Martha prepared the 
ſupper and ſerved; and Mary, to 
expreſs her love and bounty, anoint- 
ed his feet with the coſtly eſſence of 
ſpikenard, and wiped them with her 
hair. 

S. What was ſpikenard ? 

T. Spikenard, or nard, is a plant 
that grows in the Indies, with a 
very lender root, a ſmall, long 
ftalk, and with ſeveral ears, or 
ſpikes, even with the ground, from 
whence it has the name of ſpikes 
nard, If it be good, it muſt be of 
a yellowifh colour, inclining to- 
wards purple, with long ſpikes, and 
the briſtles of its ſpikes large and 
odoriferous. The ancients made a 
perfume of the blade, or ſpike of 
this nard, of great eſteem, and 
when genuine, very precious, and 
called as in Mark xiv. 3. and Jahn 
xii. 3. Nardus piſtica : and there- 
fore Judas _ found great fault 
with this action of Mary's, and af- 
firming, that the quantity poured 
upon the feet of Jeſus might be 
worth 300 pence, or 9 l. 7s. 6d. 
(allowing a Roman penny to be 
ſeven-pence halt-penny of our mo- 
ney) ſaid it had better been fold 
and given to the poor ; not that he 

Ke had 
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had any compaſſion for the poor, 
but he thought be might have had 
an opportunity of — ſome 
— the price to himſelf, had it 

ſold, and put into the bag, 
which was in his cuſtody. 

S. What ſaid Jeſus to this cavil 
of Judas? 

T. Jeſus knowing the wickedneſs 
of Fudas's heart, ſhewed his appro- 
bation of what Mary had done out 
of -a good intention, and blamed 
Fudas's pretended concern for the 
poor; and told them, that they 
would never be without objects of 
charity ; but that he himſelf muſt 
be ſoon taken from them ; and that 
Mary had done no more than the 

rming a ſeaſonable ceremony 
to ſolemniſe his approaching death; 
alluding to the cuſtom in the eaſtern 
countries, for kings and great per- 
ſons to have their bodies at their 
funerals, embalmed with odours, 
and ſweet perfumes. 

S. Did not the fanhedrim en- 
deavour to quaſh the report of the 
miracle wrought on Lazarus? 

T. His reſurrection increaſing the 
fame of our Saviour, hindered the 
deſign the Phariſees had formed of 
deſtroying Feſus, and induced ſeveral 
among the eius to believe in him. 
They therefore conſulted how to 
deſtroy Lazarus alſo, to preſerve 
their own honour and reputation; 
though they had not the leaſt crime 
to lay to his charge. 

S. Did they accompliſh their 
wicked deſign againſt Lazarus? 

T. No: God protected him from 
their malice, and he lived thirty 
years after our Saviour's death, as a 
monument of God's og, and a 
teſtim wy of the miracle, 

S. When did Jeſus leave Be- 
theny ? | 
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T. The next morning, attended 
by his diſciples, and many others, 
in his way to Jeruſalem. 

S. Did any thing particular hap. 
pen in this journey ? 

T. Jeſus being arrived at Beth. 
page, or the hou of figs or dates, 
which was a fmall village of the 
prieſts, noted for trees of that kind, 
and ſituate on the fide of mount 
Olivet, ſo called from the great 
number of olive-trees, that grew 
upon it, he ſent two of his diſciples 
to a neighbouring village, and com- 
manded them to looſe an aſs on 
which never man rode with her foal, 
which they would find, and bring 
them both away; and to anſwer 
thoſe that might offer to hinder 
them, that the Lord had need of 
them. The diſciples did as Jeſu 
commanded them, and ſpread their 
garments on the afs, and ſet Jeſu 
thereon, who rode to Jeruſalem, in 
the midſt of an innumerable multi · 
tude, faluting him with the title of 
king, carrying palm branches in 
their hands, and ſtrewing their 
garments and branches in the way, 

S. Why did Jeſus chuſe the un- 
backed colt of an aſs to ride on 

T. To accompliſh a remarkable 
prophecy: Tell ye the daughter 
© of Sion, behold thy king cometh 
© unto thee, meek, and ſitting upon 
© an aſs, and a colt the fole of an 
© aſs,” which the Jews acknowledge 
to relate to the Meſſiah. —As to the 
particular circumſtance of the colt's 
being unbacked, it was agreeable 
to the cuſtom of ancient times, 
when both Jews and Gentiles em- 
ployed no other animals for ſacred 
purpoſes, than ſuch as had never 
been employed in the ſervice of 
men; and therefore Chriſt hereby 
declared the {acregnels of * 
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8. Why did the people meet Je- 
5 with branches of palm-trees in 
their hands ? 

7. The Jews, at the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles in particular, uſed to ſing 
Hoſannas, and carry palm-branches 
in their hands; and deſired that they 
might rejoice in the like manner, 
at the coming of the Meſſiah. They 
alſo uſed the like ceremony at other 
ſolemn rejoicings (I Mace. xiii. 51.) 
And Herodotus relates, that the very 
heathens expreſſed their joy at 
Xerxes's paſſing over the Helleſpont, 
by ſtrowing the way with myrtle- 
branches. Therefore, we cannot 
be at a loſs to account for this me- 
thod of exprefling their joy, when 
the . Jews had been convinced by 
the miracles they had ſeen, that 
Jeſus was their king and Maſſiab; 
and expected him now to enter 
upon the adminiſtration of his king- 
dom. 

S. How came they to caſt their 
garments in the way ? 

T. It was a common practice 
amongſt the eaſterns, upon the ap- 
proach of their kings and princes, 
to ſpread their garments upon the 
ground for them to tread or ride 
over. The captains that proclaim- 
ed Jehu king, put their garments 
under him; and when Cato left his 
ſoldiers to return to Rome, they 
ſpread their cloaths in the way; 
which was an honour, ſays Plu- 
tarch, then done to few emperors. 
But the Jews, who at this time 
came to meet Jeſus, looked upon 
him as greater than any emperor ; 
as a prince, that was come to reſcue 
them from the Roman yoke, and 
to reduce all nations under their 
ſubjection; and therefore they choſe 
in this manner to teſtify their ho- 


mage and veneration of him as their 
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univerſal monarch, making now a 
public entry into 7eruſalem, the 
capital of the kingdom. 

S. In what words did the mul- 
titude expreſs their joy ? 

T. They cried with one voice, 
* Hoſanna to the ſon of David / 
© Blefled is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord: Hoſanna in 
© the higheſt 

S. What means the word Ho- 
ſanna ? 

T. It ſignifies, Save I beſeech thee, 
and was uſed by the cus, when 
they would expreſs their hopes of 
the coming of the Meſſiah. And 
the reaſon, why the acclamations, 
upon this occaſion, ran rather in 
theſe words, than in the common 
form, Long live the king, or the- 
like, was, becauſe in the character, 
which the prophet gives of the 
Meſſiah, he is called a Saviour, or: 
one bringing ſalvation to them. 
And therefore, to ſhew the excel - 
lency of this, above all other kings, 
the people addrefſed him in words 
taken from the pſalmiſt, Help us 
© now, O Lord, ſend us now pro- 
© ſperity.” But becauſe, Hoſanna is 
alſo a form of bleſſing, and in the 
inauguration of princes, people are 
always pleaſed with the lineal ſuc- 
ceſſion; therefore they adjoin, Ho- 
« ſanna to the ſon of David, i. e. 
The Lord proſper and heap favours 
and bleſſings upon him. And be- 
cauſe God had promiſed the Jetwih 
nation a king deſcended from that 
royal line, they expreſs their further 
good wiſhes, ſaying, Bleſſed is he 

that cometh in the .name of the 
Lord.“ And finally, becauſe it 
is natural for men, in 3 94 

rts, to reiterate their joyful ac- 
— even as if 2 
to make them reach heaven, as 
Ee 2 well 
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well as earth, therefore it is added, 
Hoſanna in the higheſt.” 

S. How did the: Phariſees ſto- 
mach this rejoicing ? 

T. Theſe applauſes and acclama- 
tions of the people more and more 
enraged them and made them ſay 
among themſelves, what ſhalt we 
do, for all the people crowd after 
him? They were cut to the heart; 
yet, though they were envious of 


his glory, they durſt not attempt 


any thing againſt his perſon in theſe 
circumſtances; but ventured only 
to deſire Jeſus to command the 
filence of the multitude. | 

- $. What ſaid Fefus to. their re- 
queſt? | 
T. © If, ſays he, they ſhould be 
© ſilent, the very ſtones would pro- 
claim my praiſe. Which prover- 
bial' expreſſion imports no more, 
than if his followers could be pre- 
vailed upon to hold their peace, 
and to fay nothing in his praiſe, 
God' would find out ſome means to 
publiſh ĩt effectually. 

| * Did the Phariſzes deſiſt upon 
this | 
T. Yes: for we read of nothing 
more in'this journey, than our Sa- 
viour's tender lamentation over Je- 
rufalem, as he drew near to it, at 
the proſpect of thoſe miſeries which 
would foon come upon that un- 
happy city, as a puniſhment for 
their fins. He with tears bewailed: 
the obſtinacy and impenitence of 
its inhabitants. He declares,. that 
for theſe cauſes God would ſoon 
withdraw his grace and favour from 
them: he foretels the approaching 
deſolation and utter extermination 
with the ruin of their city by the 
Ramans; infomuch that there ſhould 
not remain, he told them, one ſtone 


thereof, upon another; and this be- 
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cauſe they would not tu 
the miniſtry of Jahn 0 
nor at the preaching and miracles 
of Chrift himſelf, and of his apoſtles, 

S. Was Jeriſalem taken and de. 
ſtroyed by the Romans, as Chriſt had 
foretold ? 

T. Yes: Joſephus, who was an 
eye- witneſs, and a Few, informs us, 
that the Romans pitched their tent 
firſt on this very mount of Olive, 
when they came to the final over. 
throw of Fernſalsm ; and when the 
ſiege was begun in form, Veſpaſan 
ſurrounded the city on every fide 
with a wall of thirty-nine furlongs, 
and thirteen turrets in it, which 
to the wonder of the world, wa 
compleated in three days, under the 
direction of Titus. By this means, 
all poſſibility of eſcaping was cut 
off from the citizens, and the great- 
eſt diſtreſs that ever befel a city en- 
ſued. Titus ordered the city to be 
laid flat with the ground, and to 
leave nothing ending, which the 
ſoldiers-fo punctually executed, that 


'the place looked as if it had never 


been inhabited. 

S. Whither did 7% go, when 
he entered Feru/alem in this trium- 
phant manner: | 

T. To the temple ; where in the 
court of the Gentiles, finding mo- 
ney-changers and ſellers of dove: 
carrying on an illicit trade by fraud 
and uſury, he overturned their ta- 
bles and ſtalls, and drove them out, 
telling them, that they had made 
the temple a den of thieves, 

S. But how could the houſe of 


God become a den of thieves ? 


T. I will tell you in the words of 
St. Tefome. In the temple of Far 
© ſalem, ſays he, the fineſt and moſt 
© ſpacious of any in the whole world, 


whither Jews aſſembled almoſt _ 


e 


— 
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all countries, ſacnifices of different 
kinds, ſome for the rich, and others 
for the poorer ſort, were preſcribed 
by the law to be offered up ; but, 
becauſe thaſe, who came from a-far, 
often wanted ſuch ſacrifices, the 

jeſts took the advantage to buy 
up all thoſe beaſts, which were ap- 

inted for this purpoſe, and having 
100 them to thoſe that wanted, tre- 
ceived them at their hands back 
again. And becauſe ſome, who 
came to worſhip, were ſo very poor, 
that they had not money enough to 
purchaſe ſo much as the leſſer ſacri- 
fices, which were birds; to remedy 
this inconveniency, the prieſts ſet 
up bankers, in one of the courts of 
fhe temple, to lend them money 
upon ſecurity ; but this coming 
within the law, which forbade uſu- 
ry, they appointed a kind of pawn- 
brokers, inſtead of bankers, who 
for the advance of a ſmall ſum, 
took fruits, herbs, and other con- 
ſumeables, inſtead of uſe-money. 

herefore our Lord obſerving and 
diſapproving this way of traffic, ſet 
up by the prieſts in 'his Father's 
houſe, not only expelled their agents, 
but arraigned them alſo for a pack 
of thieves; for he is a robber that 
makes ducte of religion, and whoſe 
worſhip is\pet-ſo much the venera- 
tion he has for God, as the oppor- 
tunity of making his own intereſt 
and advantage. 

8, What ſaid the rulers and the 
people to theſe acts of authority? 

T. The people wondered, and 


with the very children, continued 


their Hoſannas; but the rulers were 
gteatly enraged, and with great 
wrath, aſked. Jeſus, If he heard 
the acclamations of the people.” 
S. What yeply did Jeſus make? 
T. He ſiſenced them quickly by 
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ſhewing, that what was ſo diſpleaſ- 
ing to them, did really fulfil the 


ſcripture, which ſaith, Out of the 


* mouths of babes and ſucklings, 
© thou haſt perfected praiſe.” But 
he could not ſtem the torrent of 
their malice, for they henceforward 
ſought all occaſions to deſtroy him. 

S, Did Jeſus withdraw himſelf. 
from their malice ? 

T. No: he continued in the tem- 
ple, and diſcourſed to his diſciples 
of many things relating to his ap- 
proaching paſſion, and particularly, 
of the efficacy of his death, and 
what a powerful means it would 
prove to convert the world to his 
religion, more powerful indeed than 
even his life could poſſibly be; even 
as corn, which dies in the ground, 
aiter it is ſown, yet riſes again with 
a vaſt abundance and increaſe, 

S. Did Jeſus never ſhew any 
reluctance to death, while he thus 
diſcourſed ? 

T. Ves: in this laſt diſcourſe he 
ſeemed to be ſeized with a ſudden 
natural horror of his approaching 


death; but though he was going to 


requeſt God's reprieve from it, he 
immediately changed his petition, 
and with an entire ſubmiſſion to the 
will of his Father, deſired him to 
glorify his name, in what method 
he ſhould think proper. 

S. Did the Father anſwer his pe- 
tition ? | 

T. A voice from heaven anſwer 
ed: © I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again.” 

S. Did the people hear this hea- 
venly voice? 

T. Yes: ſome thought it was a 
thu::der-clap, others 2 it was 
the voice of an angel. But Teſus 
informed them, that it was ſent to 
convince them of his divine miſſion. 
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S. How had God glorified his 
name by Jeſus? 

T. God had been glorified by the 
preaching and miracles of ork 
which publiſhed and proclaimed the 
glory of God, | 
S. How was his name glorified 
again ? | 
T. By Chriſt's reſurrection and 
aſcenſion, by the deſcent of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and by carrying the ſound 
of the goſpel to the ends of the 
earth. 

S. How did his hearers behave 
after this divine teſtimony of his 
"miſſion ? 

T. They were ſo prejudiced in 
the ex tion of an immortal 
Maſiab, that hearing him diſcourſe 
of his approaching death, and its 
benefits to mankind, they charged 
him with inconſiſtency, 

§. How did Feſus convince them 
of their error? 

T. He only recommended a good 
uſe of his inſtructions for the ſhort 
time they were to have them; and 
then withdrew. 

S. Whither did Jeſus withdraw? 
T. Not far; for we find him 
again in the temple towards the 
evening of the ſame day, which 

Was what we call Palm-ſunday ; 
when he declared himſelf openly to 
be a meſſenger ſent from God to 
offer ſalvation to all mankind ; ex- 
horted the people to believe in him 
as ſuch, and threatened divine ven- 
geance at the laſt day, againſt all 
that would not believe it. 

S. Where did Jeſus retire to, that 
night? | 

T. To Bethany: but he returned 
to "Jeruſalem next day. In the way, 
finding himſelf a little hungry, he 


Went to 2 fig-tree, in the road, to 
3 
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pull ſome fruit, and when he found 
none, he, to ſignify his Almigh 
power, curſed the tree; fo that f 
withered away.—Being now come 
again to Feruſalem, he went, as be. 
fore, directly to the temple, where 
finding the traders replaced by order 
of the Phariſees and prieſts, he droye 
them out again. Upon which the 
chief prieſts, ſcribes, and rulers of 
the people, demanded by what au- 
thority he did theſe things ? 

S. What reply did Jeſus give to 


this demand ? 


T. He aſked them whether the 
baptiſm of Jahn was of divine, or 
of human inſtitution ? And when 
they declared that they could not 
tell; our Saviour rejoined, neither 
is it neceſſary for me to give you 
an account of my commiſſion and 
authority, ſince for the hypocriſy, 
and hardneſs of your hearts, which 
prevent your being convinced, and 
acknowledging openly what you 
cannot deny, you do not deſerve 
any farther anſwer to your queſtion, 
After this, Jeſus ſpake to them 
in parables, which concerned the 
rejection of the Jetos, and the 
vocation of the Gentiles, wherem 
he upbraided the Phariſees, ke. 
with hypocriſy, cruelty, and con- 
tempt of religion, and denounced ſe- 
3 of God againſt them, 

S. Why did the tulers, &c. fay 
they could not tell, whether Jah 
baptiſm was of divine or human 
inſtitution ? ; 

T. Becauſe, if boy had allowed 


it to be of divine inſtitution, they 


muſt have accuſed themſelves! of 
impiety and incredulity ; and had 
they ſaid it was of human inſtitution 
only, they dreaded the fury of the 


people, who looked upon him * 


ts. — 3 Mt. i. — * 4 
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het, and might have thereby 
OE provoked to ſtone them. 

s. What where the parables, 
which Jeſus then ſpake to them? 

7. The parable of the two ſons, 
(Matt. xxi, 28.) Of the wicked 
houſeholder, ver. 33. Of the gueſts 
invited to the marriage-ſeaft, (xxii, 
2. . 

5 Be pleaſed to explain theſe 
parables ? 

7. In the firſt, God is the man, 
and the Fews and Gentiles are his 
two ſons, The Jetos are the ſe- 
cond ſon, who _—_ 
perfect obedience to 's com- 
mands, had dene nothing. The 
Gentiles are the other ſon, who, 
though at firſt diſobedient, ſerving 
divers luſts, and given up to idela- 
try, repented at the preaching of 
the goſpel, and being converted 
from the evil of their ways, ap- 
plied themſelves in earneſt to per- 
form the will of God. Or we may 
here underſtand two kinds of Jetus. 
(ver. 32.) The ſcribes and Pha- 
riſees were the ſecond ſon, who 
pretended moſt to religion, and a 
zealous performance of the law, 
when in reality they regarded none 
of its weightier precepts. And the 
Publicans and ſinners were the other 
ſon, who, having at firſt lived in 
tranſgreſſion, more readily heark- 
ened and obeyed the terms of the 
goſpel, when they ſaw the mighty 
works, which Chriſt wrought in 
confirmation of his doctrine. 

In the ſecond parable, Almighty 
God is the houſholder ; the church 
of God then confined to the Fetiſh 
nation, is the vineyard ; the plant- 
ing and hedging it about, denotes 
God's peculiar favour and provi- 
dence towards that people, whom 


he bleſſed with a revelation of bis 
will, and by his laws and ordinan- 
ces diſtinguiſhed them from all other 
nations. By the wine-preſs and 
tower, &c, we are to underſtand 
the temple and altar, &c. built and 
ordained for his peculiar ſervice 
amongſt them. The prieſts, Le- 
vites, doctors and rulers of the Fetw- 
% church and ſtate, are the huſ- 
bandmen to whom the vineyard 
was let out, and who are accuſed 
of want of duty, and neglect of 
cultivating the vineyard, or of in- 
ſtructing the people committed to 


their charge. The fruits are the 
returns of — proportioned to the 
advantages of knowing and per- 


forming it. The ſervants were the 
prophets, whom God had ſent from 
time to time to call them to re- 
pentance, by denunciations of ven- 

ance, and promiſes of reward. 

he Son ſent at laſt, is Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom they ſoon after put to death. 
And, laſtly, the other huſbandmen, 
to whom the vineyard is given, are 
the Gentiles, to whom the goſpel is 
preached with ſucceſs. 

The third parable repreſents God 
the Father, under the character of 
a king: the Lord Jeſus Chrift, by 
the name of his Son (who 1s fre- 
quently called the ſpouſe of his 
church :) and the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion is the marriage-feaſt. The 
gueſts firſt invited were the 7ews : 
the ſervants ſent forth to invite 
them were the prophets, John the 
Baptiſt, and the apoſtles : the new 
gueſts were the Gentiles: and the 
perſons that wanted the wedding- 
garment, is an emblem of all thoſe 
that profeſs and believe, but do not 
live up to the principles of Chri/f's 


religion. | 
Ee 4 S. Did 
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S. Did the Phariſces underſtand 
theſe parables ? 
T. Yes: and went in great rage 
to conſult how they might enſnare 
2 in his ſpeech, ſo as to make 
im obnoxious te the government. 
S. What queſtion did they pro- 
poſe to him? | 
T. They joining with the Hero- 
dians (who were zealous for the 
Roman government, and ready to 
impeach and puniſh any that ſhould 
impugn or ſpeak againſt it) endea- 
voured to enſnare him by aſking 
him, Whether it was lawful to 
give tribute to Cz/ar, or not? Ex- 
peRing that the people would deteſt 
and reject him, as an enemy to and 
betrayer of the liberties of his coun- 
try, ſhould he anſwer in the affir- 
miative : and if in the negative, the 
Heredians were at hand to ſeize on 
him, as a mover of ſedition, and a 
rebel againſt the ſtate. | 
S. How was Jeſus able to anſwer 
this artful and inſidious queſtion ? 
T. He called to them to ſhew 
him the tribute-money : and having 
aſked them whoſe image and ſuper- 
ſcription it bore, they tell him Cz- 
far's: Render, therefore, ſays he, 
c unto Cæſar, the things that are 
, Czſar's : and unto God, the 
things that are God's; at which 
ſaying they went away confounded 
and aſhamed. 
S. Does not Cłriſt in this an- 
ſwer ſeem to determine Cz/ar's 
right to demand tribute of the 
Fetus? | 
T. The Jews had now long ſub- 
mitted to the Roman government, 
as they had formeily done to the 
Aſfirian and this national ſubmiſ- 
ſion, with promiſe of fidelity on 
their part and protection afforded 
en the other, having now obtaiued 
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near 100 years, was a juſt proy 
for this demand of tribute. The Ro. 
mans moreover had indulged them 
in the free exerciſe of their religion, 
and the enjoyment of their civf 
rights ; bad fought their battles, 
and granted them protection againſt 
the Arabians, Parthians, and other 
common enemies. It was alſo 2 
received maxim among the Jer, 
that where-ever the money of an 
perſon was admitted, and ſuffere} 
to paſs as the current coin of the 
kingdom, the inhabitants thereby 
acknowledged that perſon to be 
their lord and governor ; and ſince 
the Jes accepted, and trafficked 
with Cæſar's money, and held it 
current in all their payments, our 
Saviour's anſwer, * Render there. 
* fore unto Cæſar, &c.“ which is 
founded upon their own principles 
of polity, may in ſome meaſure be 
deemed a poſitive declaration of 
Cæſar's right to receive tribute, and 
ſuch other acknowledgements, 2 
belonged to the ſtate, and dignity 
of the poſt wherein providence had 
placed him. For, as in all govern- 
ment, peace and protection cannot 
be ſecured to the inhabitants wich- 
out forces, nor theſe had without 
pay; nor pay without taxes or tri- 
bute; it follows, that taxes or tii- 
bute ought to be paid to the perſon 
actually governing (ſo long as he 
continues to govern,) in confidera- 
tion of the common ſafety and pro- 
tection, adminiſtered and ſecured 
thereby. 

S. Did the Phariſees propoſe any 
more captious queſtions at this 
time ? 

T. No: they went away ſilenced 
and confounded at his anſwer : but 
the Sadducees, who did not believe in 


a reſurrection, thought they had a 
queſtion 
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queſtion (of another nature indeed, 
reſpecting his doctrine) got capable 
of an aniwer. 

S. What was that? 

T. Jeſus had diſcourſed on the 
certainty of the reſutrection of bo- 
dies. Tue Sadducees inferring from 
hence that the ſame relations that 
now are, would continue and ſub- 
ſiſt in the other world; and that 
the world to come muſt be conti- 
nued, and mankind propagated by 
marriages, as they are in this world, 
ſtate the caſe of a woman, who had 
married ſeven brothers ſucceſſively, 
but who had children by none of 
them: and then aſked, whoſe wife 
of them ſhe was to be at the general 
reſurrection? 

S. How did Chrift ſolve this 
difficulty? 

T. The difficulty lying only in 
their miſtaken notion of the parti- 
cular condition and circumſtances 
of a future ſtate, Jeſus endeavoured 
to ſet them right, by informing 
them, that in the world to come, 
men would be immortal, and live 
like angels; would neither marry 
nor be capable of decay: and then 
concluded with adducing an expreſs 
declaration in proof of the reality of 
the reſurrection, from a book the 
authority of which they durſt not 
deny, 

S. What were the words? 

T. God ſaid to Mefes,, I am the 
God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and 
the Gi, of Jacob; (Exod. iii. 6.) 

S. I do not ſufficiently ggnceive 
the force of this proof, 

7. The argument, implied in 
this text, is this, — That, fince to 
de the God of any one, is a federal 
expreſſion, and denotes God to bg 
a kind benefactor, who either doth, 
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the God of the dead, and can have 


or will do good to ſuch perſons, as 
are in his favour, and under his 
protection; and ſince God is not 


no regard or conſideration for ſuch, 
as are mere non-entities, or ſo dead 
as never to return to life again ; it 
muſt neceſſarily follow, that God, 
in declaring himſelf to be their 
God after their deaths, did ſolemn- 
ly engage himſelf to make them 
happy after this life, according to 
what the author of the Hebrews . 
obſerves, ( Heb. xi. 16.) And let 
me add,— This way of arguing was 
of great force againſt the Sadducees, 
who denied the immortality of the 
ſoul, as well as the reſurrection of 
the body; and at the ſame tim̃e fully 
proves alſo the reſurrection of the 
body : for fince the ſouls of Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob, were not the 
entire perſons of Abraham, [/aac and 
Jacob, who conſiſted of bodies, as 
well as ſouls, it will fro hence 
follow, that God could truly be 
their God, i. e. their rewarder and 
bounteous benefactor, no other way, 
than by a reſurrection of their bo- 
dies to be reunited to their proper 
ſouls. So the Sadducees underſtood 
it, and were ſilenced thereby. But 
the proud enterpriſing ſpirit of the 
Phariſees, had, by this time, rallied 
their courage, and cooked up an- 
other queſtion, with great hopes to 
enſnare Te/us, : 

S. What was that? 

T. They deſired him to decide 
which was the greateſt command- 
ment of all. For at that time the 
Jetos were greatly divided therein 
ſome of the learned amongſt them 
giving the preference to the obſer- 
vation of the Sabbath; others, to 
the ordinance of circumcifion; and 


others, to the precept of * 
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§. _— did Chriſt anſwer this 
on 

T. He reduced the whole law to 
theſe two branches of duty; the 
© love of God, as in (Deut. vi. 5.) 
and the love of our neighbour ;” 
(Levit. xix. 18.) The former vir- 
tually including the whole of our 
_ to God, as implied in the firſt 
table of the law; and the latter, 
the whole obligation of the ſecond 
fable. © On thefe two command- 
© ments, ſays he, hang all the Jaw 
© and the prophets,” (Matt. xii. 
40.) Or in them is contained all 
that the law and the prophets do 
require, in reference to our duty to 
God and man. 

S. Was this anſwer ſatisfactory 
to the Phariſees ? . 
T. The doctor that propoſed it 

was ſatisfied therewith. 

S. But I have been taught, that 
there is a duty to ourſelves, as well 
as to God and our neighbour. How 
then can the love of God and of 
dur neighbour be the whole duty of 

man ? | 
T. I grant there are ſome pre- 
cepts of temperance, &c. which we 
owe to ourſelves : yet they are ſuch, 
as we may be moved to perform 
and may be inferred from the na- 
ture of the love due from us to God 
and to our neighbour. For the 
Jove of God will repreſs in us all 
impatience, diſcontent, and evil de- 
ſires: will make us watchful over 
ourſelves to keep a good conſcience, 
as being ſollicitous for our eternal 
welfare: and the love of our neigh- 
bour will reſtrain us from all angry 
and diſorderly paſſions, ſuch as en- 
vy, malice, and concupiſcence, &c. 
which may ariſe within us : ſo that 
theſe commandments may properly 
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enough be called an abridgment of 


the whole duty of man, or of the 
whole ſcripture branched out more 
at large in other parts. 

S. Why do you call him a dec. 
tor, that propoſed this laſt queſtion 
to Jeſus, when St. Matthew, xxi. 

5, calls him a lawyer; and gt. 
ute, xx. 39, a ſcribe ? 

T. Theſe words are ſynonymou, 
and import the ſame thing in the 
Jewiſh hiſtory, The ſcribe that {x 
in Maſes's chair, (Matt. xiii. 2) 
to read and interpret the law to the 

ople, was properly called doctor. 

he ſcribe, which was ſet apart w 
expound the traditions, received 
from their forefathers, (called vuyu 
or laws) was called a lawyer ; and 
they who were appointed to copy 
out the bible, and to preſerve the 
purity of the text, were called 
ſcribes according to the ſtrict and 
literal interpretation of the word.— 
Though ſometimes the people woull 
flatter them all with the high tite 
of doctor. | 

S. How long did Jeſus continue 
in the temple, this day ? 

T. Until the evening. And be 
fore he departed, he perplexed then 
in his turn, with a queſtion which 
none of his oppoſers could anſwer. 

S. What was that? 

T. Having demanded of then 
whoſe ſon the Meſſiah was to be, 
to which they anſwered David's; 
he then aſked them in what ſenſe 
the Mefſiah could be David's lon, 
when David himſelf (P/al. cx. 1.) 
called him his Lord. But the 
could not anſwer him: becauſe they 
were ignorant, that though as man, 
the Meſſiah was the ſon, or deſcend 
ed from the family of David; yt 
as God, he was his Lord. 
| | S. Whither 
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§. Whither did Jeſus retire on 


Monday evening? 
7. To Bethany. e 
S. When did Feſus return again 
to Jeruſalem ? 


Next morning, being Tueſ- 
day, And in the way, his apoftles, 
with ſurpriſe, taking notice to him 
that the fig-tree he had curſed the 
day before, was withered to the wy 
root, he exhorted them to a ſtedfa 
faith in God; fervency and perſe- 
verance in their prayers, and to a 
forgiving temper ; aſſuring them, 
that, if they had faith, and doubted 
not, they Gould not only do what 
he bad done to the fig-tree ; but al- 
ſo that if they ſhould ſay unto the 
mountain, Be thou removed, and 
be thou caſt into the ſea, it ſhould 
be done. | 

$, Was not this promiſe a little 
hyperbolical ? 

T. No: it was founded upon a 
proverb very familiar to the Jews ; 
for when they intended to extol any 
of their doctors for his ability and 
dexterity in ſolving difficult queſ- 
tions, they commonly ſaid, that 
ſuch a one was a rooter up of 
mountains. And thus it implies 
no more than that his faithful diſ- 
ciples the apoſtles, ſhould be able, 
in confirmation of the Chriſtian 
faith, to do the moſt difficult things, 
and work the moſt amazing mira- 
cles in confirmation of the goſpel. 

S. Did Jef go again into the 
temple this day alſo? 

7. Ves: and in his diſcourſe in- 
veighed openly and ſeverely againſt 
the pride, hypocriſy, covetouſneſs, 
undutifulneſs, impiety, and cruelty 
of the ſcribes and Phariſees. To 
which he added a pathetic exclama- 
tion againſt Jeruſalem, for murder- 


What Jeſus did on the Tueſday before his Paſſion, 427 


God, who had been ſent to- call 
them to 


repentance. And it was 
about the evening of this day, that 
ſitting near the box he obſerved, 
and commended the charity of the 
poor widow, who threw her two 


mites, or a farthing, being all ſhe 


had, into the treaſury. 
S. To what uſe was the alms, 


thrown into the treaſury, applied? 


T. Not only to the relief of the 
poor, but to the repairs, and orna- 


ments, c. of the temple, (ſee 2 Kings 
xii. 9. and Foſephus in Bello Jud. 
lib. vi. c. 14. who ſays, That He- 
rod built the temple with the money 


contained in the holy treaſury, and 
with the tributes ſent from all parts 


of the world.) 


S. Did nothing more happen this 


day at Jeruſalem? 


T. It does not appear that there 


did; but in their return this even- 
ing to Bethany, the apoſtles remark - 
ing the largeneſs of the ſtones, ſome 
of which were twenty-five cubits 
long, eight high, and twelve broad; 
the richneſs of the ornaments, ( or 
ſpoils taken by their kings in war; 
preſents ſent by foreign princes z 
coſtly gifts, which the Jews from 
all parts of the world, uſed to ſend 
to Feruſalem; among which was a 
vine of maſly gold, of a prodigious 
weight and value, FHerod's free gift 
all which hung againſt the walls 
and pillars of the temple, for the 
people to behold; ) and laſtly, re- 
marking the beauty, magnificence, 
and firmneſs of the whole fabric 
our Saviour, contrary to the re- 
ceived opinion, that the temple was 
to laſt even until the end of the 
world, told them peremptorily, that 
it would not be long, before this 
a large, ſtrong, rich, beautiful, and 
ing the prophets and meſſengers of ſtately building, ſhould be ſo en 


tirely 
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tirely ruined, that © not fo much as 
© one ſtone ſhould be left on ano- 
© ther.” | 

S. Was this pro fulfilled ? 

T. Yes: forfirſt, in about forty 
years after, one Taurus or Taren- 
tits Rufus, whom Titus left chief 
commander of his army in Judæa, 
ploughed up the very foundations of 
the temple, and thereby ſignally 
fulfilled the words of Micah, ili. 12. 
This alſo might very well be ſaid 
to be a literal completion of our 
Saviour's prophecy before us; but 
to put it out of all doubt, God alſo 
fulfilled it in another extraordinary 
inſtance and manner. — Julian the 
Apoftate in hatred of Chriſtianity, 
and with a view to deſtroy the cre- 
dit of this prophecy of Chrift, li- 
cenced the 7ews to rebuild the tem- 
ple at Jeruſalem. On this occaſion 
they picked up every ſtone of the 
old foundation, to help to build 
their new edifice: and had no ſooner 
done this than flames of fire iſſuing 
out of the earth hindered their de- 
fign, and deſtroyed both the work- 
men and the work; ſo that they 
were forced to give over their enter- 
priſe, after they had pulled up and 
removed. all the remains of the old 
temple,” and aſſiſted in the accom- 
pliſhing of aur Sayiour's prophecy, 
that not one ſtone of that magnih- 
dent building ſhould be left upon 
. What fad apoſtles 

S. What ſaid his to fo 
Arange a declaration? 

T. They did not doubt of its 
coming to paſs; but they enquired 
when it would happen? And what 
would be the previous ſigns of its 
accompliſhment. 

S. Did Jeſus ſatisfy their curio- 
ity ? | 

T. Yes: for av it was not a queſ- 
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tion of mere curioſity, but neceſſ. 
ry to be anſwered in order to pre. 
ſerve his diſciples from many fraud 
and impoſitions; he told them, that 
the ſigns of it would be the ſet⸗ 
ting up of many impoſtors and falf 
Chrifts; the hrs of rumoun 
of wars; the feeling of faminez, 
plagues, and earthquakes; the ſee. 
ing of wonderful and amazing fight 
in the air; their ſuffering perſecu- 
tion for his name; and the prope. 
gation of the goſpel, over all the 
world, | 
S. Did all theſe ſigns come 0 
paſs according to this prediction? 
T. As to the impoſtors and fall 
— * I have already given you 
a ſufficient account of them (p. 411,) 
the number of theſe which appear. 
ed about that time, were occaſton- 
ed by the general expectation of 
the Meſſiah, according to the m- 
tional interpretation of Daniel's pro- 
phecy.— The wars were not only 
thoſe the Jets had with the Syrian, 
not long, before the deſtruction d 
their city; but the conteſts between 
Otho and Vitellius, and again, be. 
tween Vitellius and Veſpaſian at Rum, 
and the inteſtine broils, rebellions 
and revolts of the Jetiſb nation, 
which diſtreſſed them before thei 
general calamity, muſt be taken in. 
to the account, as ſtrictly fulilling 
our Saviour's words. In the fouttl 
year of the emperor Claudius, then 
was a great famine throughout tht 
whole Roman empire; but it wa 
felt molt ſeverely in Faleſline, hen 
many periſhed with hunger. An 
if we may credit Joſephus, he in 
the 23d chapter of his 4th book d 
Tewiſh wars, informs us, that Got 
ſent both famine and peſtilence up 
on the cities of Judæa at the in- 
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ain. In the reign of the faid 
4 — and 1 under Ne- 
ro, the Leſſer Afia, and the iſles in 
the Archipelago, where the Jetus in- 
habited, were much diſturbed by 
earthquakes 3 and in the night, 
when the Idumeans encamped be- 
fore Jeruſalem, there blew ſuch a 
violent tempeſt of wind and rain, 
intermixed with terrible lightning, 
thunder, and bellowing of earth- 
quakes; as put all the people in- 
to the moſt dreadful confuſion, and 
were at their wits end, to think, 
ſays the fame author, what direful 
event thoſe prodigies might por- 
tend, (De bello Jud. lib. iv. c. 7.) 
And he alſo aſſures us, that a 
comet like a flaming ſword, hung 
over, and, as it were, pointed down 
to the city of Teru/alem, a whole 
year together, ſeeming to denounce 


further vengeance to come upon 


this impious people; armies in bat- 
tle-array, &c, appeared frequently 
in the clouds; a great light as if it 
had been noon-day, ſhone upon the 
temple and the altar in the middle 
of the night, at the feaſt of the 
paſſover ; and at the ſame feaſt, the 
maſſy braſs gate of the temple, 
which twenty men could hard] 
ſhut, opened of itſelf, though at 
that time faſtened with bolts and 
bars; beſides, the articulate words, 
* Ln us be gone, Let us be gone, 
founded in the ears of the prieſts, 
as they officiated in the temple, at 
the feaſt of Pentecoſt, or Whitſun- 
tide, All which prodigies are con- 
firmed alſo by the heathen Tacitus. 
—No body will deny the fulfilling 
of that part of the prophecy, which 
predicted the perſecution of the be- 
levers; for it is confeſſed by its 
dittereſt enemies, that Chri/t;anity 


_ 2 iwoner began to ſpread, but the 


Tews, by letters, excited their bre- 
thren, in all parts of the world, 
to perſecute its preachers and pro- 
feſſors. Our Saviour was ſcarce 
aſcended, when Saul breathed out 
threatenings and ſlaughter againſt 
the diſciples of Chri/t; ſhut many 
of them up in priſon; and after- 
wards he himſelf being converted 
was, with- his companion Silas, im- 
priſoned and beaten in the ſyna- 

Hues &c. as were alſo Peter and 
Jo Stephen was put to death, 
4 order of the council; James the 

reuter, by Herod ; James the Leſs, 
by Anamas, the high-prieſt. There 
would be no end of enumerating 
the martyrs and confeſlors, that wit- 
neſſed to the faith of Chrift, by 
their ſufferings and blood, under the 
Jetuiſh government, and the ini- 

uitous adminiſtration of the cruel 
Ners and others; during which 
time, Chriſtiam, artfully ſtigmatiſed 
with the odious name of enemies. 
to all ſociety, they that killed them, 
thought that they did God ſervice. 
—And as to the early propagation 
of the goſpel over all the world, I 
need only refer to the account I 
have given you of the apoſtles of 


y Yeſus Chriſt, p. 364, &c. to con- 


vince you that the ſound of the 
goſpel! had gone forth into all the 
earth, and their words unto the 
ends of the world, before the tem- 
ple of Jeruſalem was deſtroyed in 
the manner which Jeſus had fore 
told. 

S. All this I conceive to be true 
as confirmed by a-variety of authors 
of indubitable authority. But what 
do you ſay to the other part of this 
prophetic diſcourſe, wherein we are 
told, that immediately after the tri- 
bulation of thoſe days, the ſun 
ſhould. be darkened, and the moon 

ſhould 


N 
| 
| 
| 
, 
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ſhould not give her light, and the 
ſtars ſhould fall from heaven, and 
the powers of heaven ſhould be 
ſhaken ; when we are well aſſured, 
that no ſuch things have as yet 
come to paſs, after ſo many ages ? 

T. Dear Sir, theſe words were 
probably ſpoken in a metaphorical 
ſenſe, as uſual with the prophets 
and other authors, to expreſs more 
emphatically that entire deſtruction, 
and utter defolation, which God, 
who dwelleth in the heavens, bring- 
eth upon any nation. For you will 
find the like expreſſions in Ia. 
xiii. 9. Which words of the pro- 
phet are underſtood by the great 


Rabbi. Maimonides, proverbially, and 


to import no more than the deftruc- 
tion and utter ruin of a nation, and 
of ſuch perſons more eſpecially, who 
for their ſtate and dignity, might 
be compared to the ſun, moon, and 
ſtars, as you may find it in his 
More Nevach. lib. ii. And certain- 
ly we are not yet arrived to ſuch a 
degree of impiety, as to deny our 
Saviour the liberty to ſpeak in 


- proverbs alſo on a ſimilar ſubject. 


Wherefore I ſay, that the ſenſe of 
our Saviour's words muſt be, That 
after the taking and deſtroying of 


Jerufalen, God's judgments would 


| purſue the people, who ſhould 


ſurvive the ruin of their country; 


that they ſhould be diſperſed into 
different regions, and ſold for ſlaves, 
or reduced to a condition worſe 
than ſlavery. And accordingly thoſe 

etus that were carried to Rome, 

ere reſerved only to adorn the 
triumph of their conqueror ; they 
that fled to Antioch for ſhelter, were 
there cruelly maſſacred; they that 
truſted to the fortifications of the 
ſtrong caſtle Maſſada, flew one 
another, rather than fall into the 


hands of their enemies. Some in- 
deed eſcaped to Thebes and Alexan. 
dria, but the ſcourge of God 
brought them back to tortures and 
death; and they of Cyrene, why 
lifted under the banner of Fonathay, 
the falſe prophet, were all cut to 
pieces by the Roman general. And 
all theſe calamities happened, im- 
mediately after the taking of Jeu 
ſalem ; and therefore, without fur. 


a 


a C | 8 
* 
” 


ther enquiry into hiſtorical fads, e 
are enough to verify our Saviour n 
expreſſion, that the ſun was dark. al 
ened, and the moon gave no light, th 
upon that wretched people, whoſc 1. 
ſtate and government were utterly 4 
eclipſed and deſtroyed, and no longer th 
ſhone nor ſubſiſted in the world, to 
S. Did our Saviour's diſciples * 
ſuffer with the Jews in theſe cala. de 
mities? _ 25 
T. They believed it would hap- ſor 
pen as Chriſt declared; and then, ſpe 
you have heard, they, with a viey 
to their own ſafety, and to eſcape ed 
that deſolation, aſked their maſter of 
what ſigns would indicate its ap- the 
proach ; accordingly our ' Saviour i — 
io 


gave them the ſigns already ex- 
plained; and further advertiſed 7 
them, that when they ſhould ſe WW cou 
Feruſalem inveſted with armies, chat 
and the temple polluted, they be d 
might conclude that this deſolation WW ated 
was near, and that it was time for Wie | 
them to withdraw and retire to 
ſome place of ſafety. Accordingy 
God, intending by his providence, 
to provide for the ſafety of the 
Chriſtian church, of Feruſalem, u 
as ſoon as they ſaw Ceſtius Gallu 
fit down before that city, thoſe 
Chriſtians, that were within the 
walls, remembered this prophecy; 
and the general, without any viſt 
ble cauſe, raiſing the fiege on * 

en, 


fate 


den, gare them an opportunity 
which they made uſe of, to retire 
immediately to Pella, in Paræa, a 
mountainous country, and to other 
places under the government of king 
Aerippa, where they found . 

S. Pray Sir, can you recollect 
how great the deſolation was, which 
the Jews ſuffered in the laſt war 
with the Romans f 

7. The number of flain were 
eleven hundred thouſand, beſides 
millions that periſhed in fence, 
and the priſoners were ninety-feven 
thouſand, They who were above 
17 years of age were baniſhed into 
Eoypt to work in the mines, and 
the younger were ſold for ſlaves in- 
to different nations. Some indeed 
were reſerved to be expoſed to wild 
beaſts on the Roman theatre, and 
T as gladiators, to kill one another 
W for the ſport and diverſion of the 


bpectators. 
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S. Could not Jeſus have deliver- 
pe ed his diſciples out of a great deal 
ter of — by informing them of 
ap- the preciſe time, when theſe afflic- 
our WS tions would come upon the rebel- 
eX- & hous Jews ? 

{ed T. No doubt, but, as God, he 
{+ could; and I am inclined to think 
es, chat they aſked him ſo to do; but 
hey be declared poſitively, that no cre- 
ion WF ated being could certainly know 
for he preciſe time of its coming; to 
- to inſtruct us, as he did his diſciples 
199 at that time, to keep ourſelves in a 
ace, tate of perpetual watchfulneſs, in a 
the faithful diſcharge of our duties, and 
in a conſtant perſeverance in prayer 
alu o God; all which exhortations he 
hoſe Wenforced and concluded with the 
the Wparabolical examples of the faithful, 
ecy; and wiſe, and of the wicked ſer- 
vil- Wants; the wiſe and fooliſh virgins, 
(ud- nd the diligent and flothful ſer- 
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vants, which I ſhall not now ſtay 
to explain particularly, but recom» 
mend them to your own ſerious 
conſiderations. 

S. But Sir, my greateſt difficul- 
ty 15 yet behind, Does not our 
Saviour in this prophetic diſcourſe 
add ſomewhat concerning his com- 
ing again to judgment at the laſt 
day ? And does he not in the ſame 
context declare that this genera- 
tion ſhould not paſs. away, until 
all thoſe things he had been fore- 
telling of the day of judgment, as 
well as of the deſtrudtion of Feru- 
ſalem, were done, (Matt. xxiv. 34. 
Mark xiii. 30.)? 

T, Our Saviour according to the 
prophetical ſtile, in which it was 
uſual to deſcribe together two 
events, though diſtant in time from 
each other, in ſome of the deſcrip- 
tions juſt mentioned, appears to 
have intermixed the ſigns of the 
particular deſtruction, of Jeruſalem, 
and of the general diſſolution of the 
world ; which he moſt probabl 
did to engage us, at the approa 
of particular judgments upon cities 
and nations, to be always mindful 
and prepared for the general judg- 
ment of the Jaſt day. As to the 
particular expreſſion of that genera- 
tion, not paſſing away, till all the 
things he mentioned were done; 
ſuppoſing this to include the day of 
judgment; it muſt be noted that 
the Jeus, to whom Jeſus was diſ- 
courſing, uſed to divide the dura- 
tion of the world into three genera- 
tions, conſiſting of 2000 years each, 
whereof one was before the law, 
the ſecond under the law, and the 
thicd under the goſpel; therefore 
we muſt underſtand our Saviour to 
mean, that whatever he had fore= 


told would certainly come to — 
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and he would come again unexpec- preached through the whole word 
- tedly before the goſpel age ſhould there ſhould this generous muniß. 
be accompliſhed. But though his cence of hers be likewiſe Publiſhed 
divine wiſdom ſaw it convenient to in memorial of her. After ſupper 
hide from us the time of his com- was ended, he retired to his uſial 
ing to judgment, a knowledge lodgings in Marthe's houſe. 
which muſt have been rather hurt- Did Jus return to Ferye. 
ful than advantageous to us, he is lem on the Wedneſday ? 
very explicit in Fs deſcription of T. It does not appear that he did 
the manner, in which he will then But his enemies aflembled this day 
appear, and of the proceſs of that a ſecond time at the houſe of Ca. 
awful day of the Lord. ] phas the high-prieſft, to conſult hoy 
S. Be pleaſed to let me hear what they might privately take him, an 
he ſays on this ſubject ? put him to death ; without running 
T. Then, ſays he, ſhall they any danger from the people, who 
© ſee the ſon of man, (who is Jeſus held him in great veneration, 
* Chrift) coming in the clouds of S. Who was this Caiphas? 
© heaven, with great power and T. He is otherwiſe * 00 
glory.“ And then ſhall he ſend his by the 5 hiſtorian. pur- 
angels, and ſhall ſummon ALL the chaſed the high-priefthood of Val. 
people, that ever lived in the world, ius Gratus; but was depoſed by 
to appear before his judgment ſeat Vitellius, governor of Syria, after 
in the air. (See 1 Thef}. iv. 16, 17,) he had enjoyed that dignity. ter 
where every one will be judged by years; and was ſucceeded by Jau. 
the law of God and the evidence of than, the ſon of Ananus, or Anus. 
his own conſcience, and receive S. How did Feſus employ thi 
their ſentences according to what day at Bethany ? 
they have done in the body, with- T. He inſtructed his diſciples i 
out any reſpect of perſons. the great duties of humility nl 
S. Where did Ju, lodge this charity; without which he kney 
night? they would be imperfect miniſten 
T. He retired again in the even- of his word. To this end, afte 
ing to Bethany, and was entortain- ſupper, he took a towel, with wate 
ed at ſupper by one Simon, whom in a baſon, and like a ſervant walh- 
he had formerly cured of a leproſy. ed and wiped his apoſtles feet; it 
Here he was followed by one named timating by this action, as he after 
Mary, by fome ſuppoſed to be wards explained himſelf, that fu 
Magdalen ; who at ſupper time from being a diſgrace they ſhould 
red a rich ointment upon his think it their duty, to perform the 
ead, which filled the whole houſe meaneſt offices of kindneſs ani 
with the fragrancy of its odour; and charity to one another, —It ws 
the apoſtles took great indignation, now, that he declared the baſe ii. 
at this ſeeming prodigality of hers : tention of one of his own apoſils 
but Feſus preſently filenced their to betray him to his enemies, 41d 
murmuring, by praiſing the action, gave John a token to know dhe 
and prophetically ſaying, That traitor by; and having given Fu 
wherever his goſpel ſhould be //cariot, a ſop, as he had told ＋ 


he would, bade him be expeditious 
in what he had to do. 

S. Did Judas, when he found he 
was diſcovered, depart immediately? 

7. No: but as ſoon as ſupper 
was ended, he left Bethany, ahd re- 

ired to the ſanhedrim who were 
aſſembled for the purpoſes I before 
told you ; and with them he agreed 
to deliver up 7eſus privately into 
their hands for thirty pieces of ſil- 


| ver, or 31. 15 8. ſterling, the uſual 


price given for a man or maid ſer- 
vant, under the Levitical law, ( Exod, 
xxl. 32.) 

S. Did the apoſtles know upon 
what deſign Judas went out ? 

7. None unleſs perhaps John, to 
whom our Lord had given the to- 
ken or ſignal, as above: the other 
apoſtles, it ſeems, thought that, as 


Judas was the purſe-bearer, 7e/us 


had ordered him to go and diſtri- 
bute ſome charity to the poor, as it 
was cuſtomary, before the eating of 
the paſſover, or to provide what 
was neceſſary for that feaſt, which 
was now nigh at hand. 

S. Did not Jeſus inform them 
of the traytor's intention, after he 
was gone ? 

J. As they had no apprehenſions 
of it. and ſo aſked no queſtions con- 
cerning him, 7eſus employed the 
ſhort time he had to remain with 
them, in preparing the other eleven 


T apoſtles to bear his ſufferings and 


ignominy of his death, with firm- 
neſs _ reſolution, and without 
ceſpondency, and being diſmayed 
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thereat ; and endeavoured to com- 
fort them with ſuch arguments as 
were molt proper on that occaſion; 
by telling them that his death would 
be a means to diſplay both his own 
and his Father's glory ; foraſmuch 
as he ſhould not lie to ſee corrup- 
tion in the grave, but riſe again 
from the dead on the third day, and 
afterwards aſcend up into heaven. 
He then exhorted them to union 
with one another, as the beſt means 
to defeat the deſigns of their ene- 
mies ; and very earneſtly recom- 
mended the duty of mutual love, as 
the univerſal badge and character 
by which his true diſciples ſhould 
be diſtinguiſhed to the end of the 
world, Which character or badge 
Cbriſi calls a new commandment, 
both becauſe it had been entirely 
loſt amongſt the ſelfiſh Jews, and 
becauſe it was a proper diſtinction 
of Chri/tians, in oppoſition to the 
Phariſees eſpecially, who affected 
to ſignaliſe themſelves by their 
habit or dreſs, and the faſtidiouſneſs 
of their deportments. 

S. I always underſtood that Je- 
ſus gave the ſop to Fudas at the laſt 
ſupper, when Chriſt inſtituted the 
ſacrament of his body and blood. 

T. Probably you are miſtaken ; 
for it ſeems moſt likely that this 
was done at Bethany on the Madueſ- 
day; whereas the laſt ſupper was 
on Thurſday evening at Feruſalem, 
after which Chr:/t ordained that ſa- 
crament, 
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CAP. VIL 
Peter and John prepare the Paſchal Lamb, &c. Judas with. 


draws to the Rulers of the Jews to betray Jeſus. 
tuleth the Lord's Supper, and diſcourſeth to his Diſciples con- 


cerning bis approaching Death: Retires to Gethſamene, ſeats 
Blood; is betrayed, ſeized, bound and led to the High-prieſt, &c. 
brought before Pontius Pilate and Herod, who bear Witnsſs 

- to bis Innocence; is condemned to die, and is crucified between 


two Thieves, &c. &c. 


S. HEN did Jeſus return to 
Wie 

T. On the Thurſday. 

S. Had he any place ſet apart for 
him and his diſciples, to eat the 
paſſover at Feruſalem ? 

T. No: but he ſent Peter and 
John before him to prepare all 
things, according to the Jaw, at 
a certain perſon's houſe, whoſe heart 
he had diſpoſed to receive them 
gladly. Where it will be neceſſary 
to obſerve, that all the houſes in 
Feruſalem, at this time of the feaſt, 
were of common right to any that 
would eat the paſſover in them. 

S. What had the apoſtles to pro- 
vide ? 

T. A lamb, to be lain in the 
- temple, and other things, as you 
have it particularly deſcribed page 


$. Did theſe apoſtles return to 
Bethany ? | 


7. Yes: where they found their 


companions diſconſolate, at the 
thoughts of loſing their mafter, and 
all that ſecular greatneſs, which 
they had expected under the king- 


dom of the Meſſiah. But Teſus 


having got them together, preſent- 
ly raiſed their drooping ſpirits with 
the aſſurances of an happy immor- 


 tylity, which could not be pur- 


chaſed but by his blood and death; 
and with' the promiſe of ſendin 

them the Holy Spirit, who ſhould 
comfort and ſupport them under 
their afflictions and ſufferings; 
ſhould teach them all wir 

truths, and ſhould inſpire them with 
courage and knowledge, ſufficient 
to withſtand and baffle all their 
enemies : which in a great meaſure 
would anſwer the end of his pre- 
ſence with them. He alſo promiſ- 
ed that they ſhould receive what- 
ever they ſhould aſk of God in his 
name; and that they ſhould be en- 
abled to work greater miracles than 
they had ſeen him do, in con- 
firmation of the goſpel. And then 
he takes his leave of them in theſe 
words: © Peace I leave with you; 


my peace I give unto you; not as 


© the world giveth, give J unto you; 
© let not your heart be troubled, 
© neither let it be afraid.” 

S. What did Feſus after he had 
taken his leave in this manner! 

T. He, with his diſciples, aroſe 
and proceeded directly to the houſe 
in Jeruſalem, where they wete to 
eat the paſchal lamb, 

S. Was Judas at this time te- 
turned to the diſciples ? | 

T. Yes : for we hear Jeſus that 


evening, when he was ſet down to 


eat 


Jeſus infi.' 


company ſhould certainly bettay 
him.“ And Judas having the con- 
kdence to aſk him, ls it I; was 
anſwered by him in the affirmative; 
that it was, 

S. What ſaid Judas, when he 
found his perfidy diſcovered ? 

7. He withdrew immediately, 
and aſſociated with the other con- 
ſpirators, who waited to affiſt in the 
apprehending of Jeſus. 

S. When did Judas retire from 
the preſence of Jeſus? Was it be- 
fore or after ſupper ? 

T. It was after. the paſchal ſup- 
per: and before the euchariſtical or 
ſacramental inſtitution of the Lord's 
ſupper. 

S. Did not Judas then partake 
of the Lord's ſupper? _ 

T. Our Saviour by detecting his 
wicked intention, had in a manner 
forbade him to approach that holy 
inſtitution. 

S. Be pleaſed to give me the 
feripture account of the inſtitution 
of the Lord's ſupper. 

T. After they had eaten together 
the paſchal ſupper, according to the 
preſcription of the law, Jeſus took 
bread and a cup of wine, and hav- 
ing bleſſed them, adminiſtred of 
each to his apoſtles. He broke the 
bread which he called his body: 
as indeed and in effect it would con- 
vey the benefits of his death, thus 
commemorated, to all penitent and 
faithful ſouls. And for the ſame 
teaſon he called the wine his own 
blood of the new covenant; and 
commanded them to do the ſame, 
1. e. to eat bread, and drink wine, 
the ſame ſacramental manner, 
even-unto the end of the world, in 


, 
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eat the paſchal ſupper, began to re- 
new the diſcourſe, that one of the 


and Saviour, and of all that he 
ſhould ſuffer for them, and all man- 
kind. 

S. Was nothing further added 

T. Jeſus then ſaid: * Verily 1 
* ſay unto you, I will drink no more: 
© of the fruit of the vine, until that 
day I drink it new in the kingdom 
© of God.“ By which Jeſus gave 
them to underſtand, that this was 
the laſt paſchal ſupper which he 
ſhould eat, and the laſt wine that he 
ſhould drink with them, until he 


ſhould fulfil the fpiritual meaning of 


it, by offering himſelf up as the 
Lamb of God, the new and evan- 
gelical paſſover. | 

S. How did this declaration af- 
fe the apoſtles ? 

T. When they heard him men- 
tion the kingdom of God, their 
hopes of a temporal kingdom to be 
erected by Jeſus, at leaſt aſter his 
reſurrection, revived z and though 
they did not diſcloſe their minds to 
their maſter, they contended a- 
mongſt themſelves about the digni- 
ty and honour each hoped to enjoy 
in that imaginary government. 

§. Did not "7e/us interpoſe his 
authority to ſilence theſe: diſputes 
and miſconſtructions of theirs. 
T. Having rebuked them and ad- 
viſed them to be humble, and lowly 
in mind, he turned and addteſſed 
himſelf to Peter, and apprized him 
of the ſevere trial and danger, tha 
enemy of mankind would preſently 
bring upon him and his brethren, 

S. What ſaid Peter ? 

7. He with too much confidence 
in his own ftrength, declared his 
reſolution to go with him to priſon, 
and alſo to death. But Jeſus krow- 
ing the weakneſs of human nature, 
told him, that before the crowing of 
* cock, he {ould deny him thrice. 
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K. What time was the crowing 
of the cock ? | N 
T. Prophane authors inſorm us 
that the cock uſually crows twice 
in the night, once about midnight, 
and the ſecond time, at the fourth 
watch of the night, or much about 
break of day; and this latter, be- 
ing the louder and more obſervable, 
is that, which is properly called 
Murg D,, or the cock-crowing. 
And that of this crowing of the 
cock, the evangeliſts are to be un- 
derſtood, when they relate Chri/?'s 
words thus, Before the cock crows, 
(i. e. before that time of the night, 
which is emphatically fo called) 
© thou ſhalt deny me thrice,” ap- 
pears from St. Mar#s ſaying, that 
the cock crew, after his firſt denial 
of Chrift, chap. xiv.' 68, and crew 
again after his third denial, ver. 72. 
S. Did Jeſus return again this 
evening to Bethany ? | 
T. No: he continued to diſcourſe 
to his diſciples of his love towards 
them, and of the honour he had 
moted them to, by chuſing them 
to be his diſciples. From thence 
he inferred their duty and intereſt, 
to perſevere in his faith and doc- 
trine, notwithſtanding the oppoſt- 
tion, difficulties, - perſecutions 
they would 'meet with from the 
world. Then he comforted them 
with a' promiſe of his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion; of the ſending of the 
Holy Ghoſt the comforter ; of his 
own interceſſion for them at the 


right-hand of God ; and of the ef- 


ficacy of their prayers, when offer- 
ed up in his name to the throne of 
divine grace; concluding with theſe 
remarkable words, Therefore I 
© have told you theſe things, that in 
© me ye might have peace ; but in 
'- © the world ye ſhall have tribula- 
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tion; but be of good cheay, } 
© have overcome the world.” 
S. What am I to underſtand by 
good chear ? | 
T. It means, that neither the 
ſharpneſs of any affliction we feel, 
nor the terror of any we fear, ſhould 
ſo far vanquiſh our reafon and re. 
ligion, as to drive us upon unlawfu} 
methods of declining the one, or 
delivering ourſe]ves from the other, 
We are to ſatisfy ourſelves in the 
juſtice, wiſdom, and goodneſs of 
him, who orders all the events that 
befal us ; to entertain them all with 
reſignation, meekneſs, and much 
patience ; to bring our wills into 
ſubjection to the divine will; to 
rejoice in the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, and preſerve it at any 
rate, though with the hazard, nay 
certain Joſs, of all worldly advan- 
tages, and to fet the ſupports and 
rewards of perſecuted truth, and 
afflicted piety, in oppoſition to all 
the diſcouragements and preſſures 
from without, and all the frailties 
ol feeble and too yielding fleſh and 
blood within. | 
S. What am Ito underſtand N 
the world, which Chriſt ſays 
have overcome ? | 
T. All the evit, wickedneſs, ma- 
lice, temptations, and troubles of 
the world ; even all that we have 
reaſon to fear, or flee from, either 
in this, or in the next life. 
S. How did Chriſt overcome it? 
7. He overcame, the wickednels 
of it, by expiating the fins of man- 
Kind in the facrifice of himſelf up- 
on the croſs, and by the powerful 
aſſiſtance of his grace, vouchſaſed 
to the faithful, enabling to conquer 
the paſſions of corrupt nature. Its 
malice, by diſappointing the deſigns 
of the devil, and his wicked _ 
men 
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ments againſt himſelf, and his goſ- 
pel; making the ſufferings he en- 
dured fatal to the contrivers, and 
ſaving to all penitent believers.— 
Its temptations by that ſevere, but 
ſtill ſocial virtue, and heavenly. pie- 
ty, which ſhone ſo bright in all his 
life and converſation z and the 
troubles of it, by ſubmitting to 
hunger, thirſt, poverty, and grief, 
to live like the meaneſt, and to be 
treated like the worſt of men. In 
fine, he overcame death itſelf, our 
laſt and moſt dreaded enemy. 

S. What did Jeſus after this diſ- 
courſe was concluded ? 

T. He firſt fervently and de- 
voutly prayed to be re-inſtated in 
the ſame glory, which he had with 
the Father from all eternity; for the 
unity, mutual love, prefervation, 
and ſanctification of his apoſtles ; 
and for the welfare of his church in 
this world, and the eternal happi- 
neſs of all ſucceeding Chriſtians. 
Then he cloſed all with an hymn ; 
which, with great probability, is 
ſuppoſed to be the great Allelujah, 
which began at the cxiiith, and 
ended at the cxviiith Pſalm ; becauſe 
this hymn was, by the Jewiſb ri- 
tuals, ordered to be ſung conſtant- 
ly at the paſchal ſupper ; and in 
which, as the Ferws obſerve; the ſor- 
rows of the Meſſiab, and the reſur- 
rection of the dead, are mentioned. 

S. Did Jeſus continue where he 
had eat the paſchal lamb ? 

T. No: having finiſhed this ſo- 
lemn ſervice and addreſs to God, 
he left the houſe, and went out of 
the city, and paſſing over the brook 
Cedron, came to the garden of Geth- 
Jamene, whither he and his apoſtles 


were wont to retire for private de- 


votion. , 


s. Where was this Cedron ? 


Jeſus fel in the Garden. 
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T. It is the ſame brook or rivu- 
let, which, in the Old Teſtament 
E called Aidron, and runs at the 
ttom of the valley of Zeho/baphat, 
lying to the eaſt 3 Jeruſalem 
and mount Olivet. 

S. Where was the garden Geth» 
ſamene ? f 

T. It took its name from the 
wine-preſles in it: and was ſitu- 
ated between the foot of mount O- 
livet, and the brook Cedron. 

S. Did Fe/us hold any particular 
diſcourſe with his diſciples in the 
way thither ? 

T. Yes: with much concern he 
applied to himſelf and them the pro- 
phecy of Zechariah, xiii, 7. * ſmite 
the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall 
© be ſcattered ;” intimating that they 
would flee away and ſorſake him in 
his approaching diſtreſs. 

S. What anſwer did the apoſtles 
make to this ? 

T. Peter, who was of a warm 
and ſelf- confident temper, without 
conſidering the infirmities of human 
nature, or our Saviour's late pre- 
diction of his fall, preſumptuouſly 
replied, © Lord, though all mankind 
« forſake thee, yet will not J.. And 
ſo ſincere was he in this reſolution, 
that he even ſealed it with adding, 
* though he ſhould die. with him, 
« yet would he not deny him. 

S. Did Peter herein ſpeak for 
himſelf only! | 
T. For himſelf only : but all the 
reſt ſeconded thoſe profeſſions of his 
with the ſame aſſurance and un- 

daunted declaration of fidelity and 
attachment to him. | 

S. Did all the apoſtles enter Geth- 

ſamene with Teſus ? 5/2 

T. No: Jeſus took with him 
Peter, James, and John, only into 
the garden, who were his chiefeſt 

f 3 favourites, 
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favourites, and more immediately 
attended him; and who were to be 
witneſſes in ſome meaſure of the a- 
gony and conflict with the powers 
of hell he was to undergo, bis per- 
fect reſignation to the will of his Fa- 
ther, and of the comfort he ſhould 
receive from heaven. He ſoon be- 
came exceeding ſorrowful, even un- 
to death: and prayed earneſtly to 
the Father, that if it were fit and 
ſible, he might be excuſed from 
drinking the bitter potion ; though 
he immediately ſubmitted himſelf 
therein entirely to his divine plea- 
fure. Thefe prayers he thrice re- 
peated ; and in the laſt time, his ſenſe 
of God's indignation againſt the 
fins of mankind, and the diſmal 
profpet of what he was to ſuffer 
15 the expiation of them, made his 
prayer more vehement, and cauſed 
fuch inexpreffible anguiſh, that the 
ſweat which fell from his body, was 
changed, as it were, into large drops 
of blood, | | 
S. I always apprehended that our 
Saviour, on this occaſion, did ſweat 
real blood. *: 


F. 80 have many authors aſſert- | 


ed: and I do not ſee any contra- 
diction of it in nature: for Ari/to- 
tle ſays, it is no uncommon thing 
for people, in ſome diſtempers, to 
ſweat blood: and Diodorus Siculus 
informs us, that the bite of a cer- 


tain Indian ſerpent will cauſe bloody 
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about a ſtone's caſt ; 
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viour Jeft them, and defired them 
to watch with him whilſt he prayed, 
S. Did they watch and pray? 
T. No: Jeſus went to them three 
ſeveral times, and found them flee 
ing each time. At the firſt, he a. 


woke them, and in a 


re proof full of 


love, reminded them, eſpecially 


Peter, of their late 


promiſe ; and 


adviſed them to watch and pray, 
and guard againſt temptations : for, 
though the ſpirit, he told them, way 
willing, or you have all made large 


and ſincere promiſes, 


rather to die 


than forſake me, yet let me tell you, 
the fleſh is weak ; when the temp- 
tations actually aſſault you; when 
fear, ſhame, and pain, the danger 


of puniſhment, and 


of death, are 


within view, and preſent to your 
ſenſe, the weakneſs of the fleſh will 
certainly prevail over theſe reſolu- 
tions, if you uſe not the greateſt vi- 
gilance, and do not pray with fer- 
vency for the divine aſſiſtance. But 
this did not hinder their ſleeping on, 


till they were rouzed 
the ſoldiers, officers 
phariſees, and elders, 


by the noiſe of 
, Chieſ-prieſts, 
who condutt- 


ed by Judas at their head, came 
ruſhing into the garden with ſwords 
and ſtaves to apprehend 7eſus. 

S. What ſaid Jeſs to Peter, 
and to the other diſciples on this in- 


cident ? 


T. He being now fortified and 
divinely ſtrengthened by an angel 
from heaven againſt all infirmities 
of human nature, upon the appear- 
ance of theſe his enemies, knowing 
for what end they were come, he 
bid Peter and his companions ariſe; 
and told them that the traytor, who 
was to deliver him up to his ene: 


mies, was at hand, 


s, Whet 


"3, W. * Ne \ N * N 
! RY BY \J N 
+ * " \ ) 
W WAR * Wa dA 8 N * uy dt 
is nay 7 < . Mo " X W 
I * f * 1 * N 1 * * \ VC 5 8 
N A We: PU, DJ 
n Ne DY JV 
Feed r oY WINE . 
— 4 SJ V * N ID NN Q 


IR 


N 
%% > * 

TO Sw. ' 
DI ä 
TY 
> 1 \ * 85 ö 2 


525 


* mw MW * 157 CY . 
- PH . L ' : : * voy \ 
Ps 44% . by WW 

ur mt 7 4 , — J i} 

„ 1 * 5 Fd F \ , 
5 17% p | [ 
* 7 16 1 Pp * . 25 225 N 1 
ö 12 N | 
Wi Z | 1 ; 9 7 WH 4% . uy 


* — 
—— 


— 


. 
þ, > 
_— 

8 ——— 


= 


FI 
10 rl e . 
"I; TT "7.0 ow A b 4 * * A} 
1770 475 "IT . Hl 1 + i * Pra: 1 
n 17 1; 2 * b 4 
| 7 7 
1/4 


4 
* 


ee 

t+ ; a OTA WW N 

e,, 

1 2 " 1 id 
r Le enact 


— 


' 


e Sd h Y 55 


SL 


- 
„ of 
EIT 
MY TET 

« „„ 
ded © n 
92 


— 
- © — 7 9 POS 


. 


1 
111 


' 0440 


ITS 


— 


4,0 "AT 
64,1 . ＋ : N | | L 
AA „ . * ö - ef, * a WA | 3 . : oY x 


8 
* 
% 


r 
W 
S262 5: 


* * — 
r 
* 


72 


- 


* 

LY 
- 

-* 


> 
_ 


-* 
Tas. 
% 
r 
"; 


* 
. 
. 

} 


7 - 
n * + 


* 
iſ 


* 
* : . . f ; | 
N * + * . : 72 mo 4 : = : o p | 
- g k s » "© © * . s . l \ 8 I : 
- : wy ” - 4 — * f \ | . 
* __ , * % * P 2 * 7 * Th . „ - 4 W - = 
177 * | ; us „ | 
* * 1 * . . « *"; F - " ” '/ * * - ' | 
- * FR, +*% * ” » . . 0 þ "4:85 , ” - * - 
: zar f WF... I N : : 
0 * .= p þ - N } . 5 8 
be .* 4 4 I. ; , 2 | | 
. S 


Jeſus ſeiged, bound, 


F. What ſaid Judas, when he 
approached Jeſus? 

'T He 3 put on the air 
and behaviour of a faithful and lov- 
ing diſciple ; and went up directly 
and kiſled Jeſus, ſaying, Hall 
maſter.” He had before piven that 
as a ſign to the ſoldiers to know 
and apprehend him by. 

S. Did not Jeſus rebuke him for 
this perhdy ? 

T. Yes: but in ſuch terms, as 
ſhewed he intended more to bring 
Judas to a thoughtſulneſs and ſenſe 
of what he had done, than to com- 
plain of his ingratitude. This had 
afterwards ſuch an effect upon Ju- 
das, that when he ſaw how far the 
enemies of our Saviour began to car- 
ry their revenge, he came to him- 
ſelf; and conſidering the crime he 
had committed, was ſeized. with 
deſpair ; carried back to the Vetus 
the thirty pieces of money which he 
had receive |. of them, telling them 
he had ſinned in betraying inno- 
cent blood; and having thrown 
the money into the temple, imme- 
2 went away and hanged him- 
elf, | | 

S. Did the Jetos ſeize upon Je- 
ſus immediately ? 

7. No: for Jeſus, quitting Ju- 
das, ſtepped forward with great 
majeſty, and demanded of the fol- 
diers, whom they ſought? — They 
replied, Jeſus of Nazareth. But 
when he anſwered and ſaid, JI am 
he,” they fell to the ground, amaz- 
ed at the power with which he 
ſpoke, and at the glory which darted 
ſrom his divine countenance. 

S. Did not J-ſus then make off? 

T. No: the time of his death was 
come, and he did not avoid it, be- 
cauſe he knew that it was his Father's 
will; he therefore demanded of them 
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again, whom they ſought? And 
when they anſwered in the ſame 
manner as before he told them, that 
he was the perſon, and defired that 
his diſciples ſhould be ſuffered to 
depart unmoleſted; and ſurrender- 
ed himſelf, 

S. How did the apoſtles behave 
on this occaſton ? 

T. Peter endeavoured to defend 
him from them, drew out his ſword, 
and cut off the. ear of Malchus, a 
ſervant to the high-prieft, | 

S. Did 7efus approve of this re- 
ſiſtance? 

7. No: ſo far from delighting in 
or approving what had been done, 
that he reprehended Peter for his 
unjuſtifiable zeal, and commanded 
him to put up his ſword; told him, 
he needed not his arm to deliver 
him, nor had he occaſion for hu- 
man aid, who had legions of angels 
at his command ; then healed the 
ſervant's gar with a touch ; and re- 
proaching thofe who came to lay 
hands on him with the violence of 
their proceedings, ſuffers himſelf to 
be bound and led away by them; 
and his difciples ſeeing him in this 
condition, forfake him and fly. 


S. How came the apoſtles to have 


ſwords? 4 

7. Some commentators aſſure 
us, that according to the cuſt ef 
their country, they wore ſwords 
only to defend themſelves from 
beaſts of prey, which, in thofe 
parts, were very frequent, and dan- 
gerous in the night time. 

S. Did not 
© they that take the ſword, ſhall 
© perith by the ſword?” And does 
he not thereby forbid the uſe of 
ſwords or reſiſtance amongſt CHri/- 
tians? | 


T. No: he therein teacheth the 


14 great 


Jeſus ſay, that all 


When th 
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t duty of lawful ſubmiſſion to 

e powers, that are ſet over us; 
and at the ſame time predicteth the 
deſtruction of the Jewiſh nation, by 
the ſword of the Romans, after 
theſe had been provoked by their 
ſeveral rebellions, to take up a reſo- 
lution of utterly rooting them out. 

S. Did not Chri/t ſay he could, 
if needful, command a legion of 
angels to defend him? 

T. Yes. 

S. What was a legion? | 
T. A legion in the Raman ſoldie- 
ry conſiſted of ' 6600 men. But 
In this place it is to be underſtood 
to mean no more than an infinite 
number of angels. 7 

S. How did they diſpoſe of 7e/us 
N had bound him ? 

T. In this condition they brought 
him about midnight before Annas, 
or Ananus, the father-in-law of Caia- 
Pbas, who was high- prieſt that year. 
Annas afterwards ſent him to Gain, 
þhas, at whoſe houſe the chief prieſts 
were aſſembled to confer about the 
charge they were to exhibit againſt 
him, and, if need were, to find 
falſe witneſſes. Here the high- prieſt 


examined eſus ſtrictly concerning g 


both his doctrine and diſciples. 
S. What anſwer did Jeſus make? 
T. As he had not taught in ſe- 

cret, ſo he referred them to thoſe 


that had heard what he had ſaid in 


the ſynagogue and in the temple, 


and other public places whither the 


P 


Fews reſort. | 
S. What faid the high-prieſt to 
that ſhort anſwer ? 

T. The high-prieft made no re- 


ply; but this ſreedom of ſpeech 


diſpleaſing an officer, that ſtood by, 
he ſtruck Jeſus on the face, and 
afked him whether it became him 


to anſwer the high-prieft in that 


3 
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manner ? | 

S. Did Jeſus reſent this treat. 
ment? 

T. He ſuffered this Indignity 
with a divine patience, and on 
replied, © that if he had ſaid any 
© thing amiſs, the law was open, 
and he might implead him; but 
© but if not, he had no cauſe or au- 
* thority to ſtrike him.” | 

S. How did the council proceed 
when they could raiſe no accuſation 
againſt him ſrom his on confeſ. 
fon ? | 

T. They ſuborned many falſe 
witneſſes againſt him, but they dif. 
agreed in their evidence; at laſt 
came ſome that teſtified that they 
had heard him ſay, that he would 
© deſtroy the temple, and in three 
days rebuild it;' but neither ſo did 
their witneſſes agree together. 

S. Did the ſanhedrim fix this ac- 


cuſation upon Jeſus, as à capital 


crime 

T. No: they looked upon it 2s 
it was, to be a mere figurative ex- 
preſſion; and therefore not ſuffici- 
ent to countenance the ſentence of 
death they wanted to pronounce a- 
ainſt him, 


againſt theſe accuſations ? 

T. He obſerved a profound ſi- 
lence, at which the high-pricſt 
ſtanging up, adjured bim in the 
© name of the moſt high God to 
declare, whether he was the Af 
© fiah, the Son of God, or not! 
Jeſus bearing the greateſt reve- 
rence to that ſacred name, imme- 
diately replied in direct terms, 
That he was; and that of this 
* they would be convinced, when 
+ they ſhould ſee Him ſitting on the 
F right hand of the Almighty, and 
coming in the cloyds of heaven. 


— Where 


S. What defence did eſis make 
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Jeſus profeſſeth himſelf the Son of God. 


— Where note, that a criminal thus 
interrogated in the name of God, 
was obliged to ſpeak truth; and in 
4] doubtful caſes, his confeion or 
denial was deciſive, either to acquit 
ot condemn him, 

S. What ſaid the high-prieſt to 
ths open confeſſion ? 

7. Having heard theſe words, he 
rem his cloaths, and cried out, he 
has ſpoken blaſphemy ; what need 
have we of further witneſſes? You 
youſelves have heard his blaſphe- 
my. What think ye? Then the 
courcil unanimouſly adjudged him 

iltr of death. 

8. How durſt the high- prieſt 
rend his cloaths, when ſuch an ac- 
tion vas a token of grief or mourn- 
ing; and it was expreſly forbidden 
the high-prieſt to appear before God, 
or be at any time, in the habit of 
a mourner, ( Levit. xxi. O.?) 
T. Youſay well, This was the 
commandment : but it was made 
yoid ty the traditions of the Pha- 
riſces, whieh had ſo qualified the 
precep', as to allow him to rend his 
cloaths at the bottom; though he 
was not permitted to do it from the 
top to the breaſt. | 

$. What became of Jeſus after 
this? 

T. The council having ſeparat- 
ed and gone to their reſpective 
homes, us was left to the cuſto- 
dy of the ſoldiers; who began to 
miſuſe him, . by ſpitting on him, 
buffeting him, blind-folding him, 
ſmiting him with their fiſts, treat- 
ing him as a falſe prophet, and o- 
therwiſe uſing him with the greateft 
indignities, inſolence, and blaſphe- 
mies. All which he bore with 
meekneſs and patience. | 

8, Did none of his apoſtles a&- 
company him, or appear at the 
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high-prieſt's, during the arraign- 
ment of their maſter, to ſee w 
would become of him ? 

T. Peter followed afar off, and 
by means of Jahn, who had accets 
to Caiaphas, had entered into the 
houſe ; but when Peter found him- 
ſelf diſcovered, and accuſed by the 
ſervants of being one of his diſci- 
ples, he thrice poſitively denied that 
he knew him ; and confirmed it 
with an oath, After which the 
cock crew the third time; and Je- 


ſus at that inſtant with a look re- 


called to Peter's mind what he had 
foretold him, and touched him to 
the quick, 

S. Did Peter expreſs any con- 
cern for his having denied his Lord? 

7. He immediately remembered 
what Jeſus had ſaid unto him; and 
paſſionately bewailing his guilt and 
the aggravations of it, went out, 
and wept bitterly. 

S. Had the ſanhedrim finiſhed 
their proceſs againſt Jeſus ? 

7. To obſerve ſome formality, 
the whole ſenate of the nation is 
convoked by Caiaphas, who met 
early the next morning at the coun- 
cil· chamber in the temple, whither 
Jeſus was brought: and he perſiſt- 
ing in his firſt confeſſion, in reply 
to the ſame queſtion which they 
now renewed, anſwered again that 
he was the true Meſſial, the Son of 
God. All hereupon adjudged him 

uilty ot blaſphemy, confirmed their 
ai ſentence ; and led him in a 
full body to Pontius Pilate, to ratify 
their ſentence, and to grant a war- 
rant for his execution, 

S. Why did the ſanhedrim meet 
again to reſume the proceſs againſt 
Jeſus? 

T. Becauſe the aſſembly in the 
night was neither general, nor ju- 

a : icial, 
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dicial, according to the ſenſe of the 


"Jaw, which did not allow juſtice to 


be adminiſtered in private, or in the 
night-time : and therefore the high- 


prieſt and rulers met again in the 
morning in the council-chamber in 


the temple (which they could not 
'do the night before, becauſe then 
the temple always was ſhut) there 
to re-examine our Saviour, and to 
condemn him in form. 
FK. Who was Pontius Pilate ? 
F. He is generally ſuppoſed to be 
an Italian by birth. By ſtation, he 
was the Roman governor or rather 
procurator, that ſucceeded Gratus 
in the government of Judæa, in the 
32th of Trberivs, aid continued 
therein to the 22d of the ſaid em- 
or. He, according to Philo, was 
of an impetuous and obſtinate tem- 
per; would fel} juſtice, and paſs 
any ſentence for a ſum of money. 
He relates moreover the rapines, 
injuries, murthers, and the tor- 
ments he inflicted upon the inno- 
cent, and the perſons this wicked 
governor put to death, without 
relliur, when proconſul of Syria, 
depoſed him for his exceffive crue}- 


even a form of judicial'procefs. Vi- 


ty, and ſent him priſoner to Rome, 


to account for his conduct to 
the emperor. Tiberius was dead, 
and Caligula in poſſeſſion of the 
empire, before his arrival ; but his 


_ crimes were fo notorious and infa- 


mous, that the new emperor ba- 


niſhed him to Vienne, in Gaul, or 


France, where reduced to the ut- 
moſt diſtreſs and extremity of de- 
ſpair, he Jaid violent hands on him- 
ſelf, and became his own execu- 
tioner. 


S. Why did the ſanhedrim ap- 


ply to Pilate for his ratification of 
their ſentence, and for his watrant 
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to execute one whom they had found 


gung of death, and condemned ? F 
Not that the Romans had, 4 01 
this time, taken from the ſanhedrin f 
the power of life and death; for #: of 
read that St. Stephen, the firſt C. 10 
tian martyr, was regularly tri, 
condemned, and ftoned by thei Nl 
ſole authority, a year after thi; 
but the Jewiſh 3 not finling b 
ſuch a puniſhment as crucifixion th 
preſcribed in their law, and heing th 
maliciouſly bent to put Jeſus totha cl 
moſt ſevere and ignominious death, b1 
defired the concurrence: and wir. al 
rant of the Roman governor to cu- la 
cify our Saviour, | tic 
S, Did the Jewifh rulers giv th 
this reaſon for their application to | 
Pilate ? | m 
7. No: they to induce lim to 
comply gyith their demand, accil- pc 
ed Jeſus of ſedition and ſtirring up ſic 
rebellion againſt Cæſar (Lu xi. bo 
2.) a crime which would, if proved, 2 
make him liable to the puniſhment th 
they defired to inflict on him. aft 
S. You mentioned, I have ob. tr 
ſerved, that Judas, when he fav wi 
his maſter's blood in danger, came, no 
during this laſt fitting of the fanhe- thi 
drim, and, with a penitential de- the 
claration of his. treaſon, threw the ed 
thirty pieces of ſilver he had received no 
on the occaſion, amongſt the elders, Ca 
T. He did ſo. But they having the 
ſerved their turn, bade him be gone: to 
and he, as I told you before, went da 
out from the council- chamber and a 
hanged himſelf. 
S. Does not the author of the eut 
As record, that he * fell headlony, the 
and burſt in the midſt, ſo that al ma 
© his bowels guſhed out f? lati 
T. Ves: he is ſuppoſed to bee tha 
hanged himſelf in a private pla, 4. 


where he hung till his belly 1 
, as 


— 4 
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| Jeſus brought before Pilate and Herod. 


ſas it naturally will in ſuch caſes 
and in a ſhort time his bowels bur 
out. Thus we read in ſome copies, 
\Amroxpyuapur; thus hanging (inſtead 
of vue Ye, falling down head- 
Jong) he burſt aſunder, c. 

F. Did the ſanhedrim take the 
thirty pieces of filver again? 

Judas left them in the temple, 

but the prieſts refuſed to apply it to 
the uſe of the temple, becauſe it was 
the price of blood. And it was a 
cuſtom not only amongſt the Jetus, 
but amongſt the primitive Chriſtians 
alſo, not to receive any alms or ob- 
lations for ſacred uſes, from execu- 
tioners or thoſe, that had fold ano- 
ther's life. 
'' 8, What then became of this 
money? 
4 They purchaſed with it the 
potter's field; a place on the weſt 
file of the valley of Hinnom, at the 
bottom of mount Sion, where the 
potters uſed te dry their pots before 
they baked them. This field they 
afterwards ſet apart for the burial of 
ſtrangers, men of other nations, 
with whom the Jews would have 
no commerce, nor lie near them in 
the grave. It was afterwards called 
the held of blood, becauſe purchaſ- 
ed with the price of blood. But 
now it is named the holy field, or 
Campo Sando, in the poſſeſſion of 
the Armenians, for which they pay 
4 the Turks the rent of a zequin a 
ay, 

$ Did Pilate do as they deſired? 

7. He ſuſpected that the proſe- 
eution was about matters relating to 
their religion; and when he de- 
manded the grounds of theit accu- 
ation, they anſwering in general, 
that © if he were not a maleſactor, 
they would not have brought him 
* tefor2 him? he unwilling in thus 
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caſe, to judge upon ſuch a ſlight 
and general charge only, deſired 
they would take him, and judge 
him according to their own law. 
S. Did they do as Pilate deſired ? 
T. No: they replied, * that it 
© was not permitted them to put 
© any man to death. 
S. Did this ſatisfy Pilate ? | 
T. No: on the contrary theſe 
equivocal anſwers determined him, 
not to intermeddle in the affair 
except they would exhibit ſome ar · 
ticles of accuſation againſt him, 
So at Jaſt, without mentioning any 
thing of the blaſphemy, and viola- 
tion of the law of Moſes, for which 
they had pretended to ſeize and put 
him to death, they accuſe him of 
ſedition, of diſſuading the payment 
of tribute to Cz/ar, and of aſſum- 
ing to himſelf the title of a king. 
Pilate then looking upon it as his 
duty to examine into theſe accuſa- 
tions, ſeated himſelf on the ſeat of 
juſtice, ſpake freely to him touch- 
ing himſelf, and of his kingdom, 
and aſked Jeſus, whether he was 
the king of the Fews ? 
S. What faid Jeſus ? | 
T. He owned that he was; but 
then added, that his kingdom was 
© not of this world, his only buſineſs 
© amongſt men being to inſtruct 
© them in the way to everlaſting 
© life ? | | 
S. Was Pilate ſatisfied with this 
anſwer ? | 
T. Yes, at preſent he appeared 
ſo; for not being prejudiced with 
malice againſt his perſon as the 
Jews were, he eaſily diſcovered his 
innocency, and told his accuſers, 
that finding nothing in Jeſes that 
could give umbrage to the Romans, 
he coul not ratify their ſentence 


of death upon him. 
C. What 
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S. What kind of kingdom, do 
you fay that kingdom of Chri/? 
7 


T. It is not of human original, 
but from heaven, It meddles not 
with the affairs, of this world. It 
has none of the pomp and ſplendor 
of it, annexed to it. It has none 
to fight for it with carnal weapons ; 
and exerciſeth no dominion over 
men's bodies, but over their fouls 
only. Its regimen is ſpiritual, and 
its judicatories are the courts of 
conſcience. Its tribute is a confor- 
mity to the great laws of faith, 
hope, and charity. And its only 
impoſts, the duties of an holy ſpi- 
rit, and the expreſſions of a religious 
worſhip, a reſigned will, and a con- 
ſenting underſtanding. 

S. How did the chief prieſts and 
elders behave on this declaration of 
Pilates? 

T. They grew Seren clamo- 
rous, and jmportunate, and inſiſted 
upon many ſeditious practices com- 
mitted by Jeſus in Galilee, Judæa, 
and Jeruſalem ; thinking thereby to 
make him particularly obnoxious to 
Pilate, who-not long before had ſet 
upon, and put to death ſeveral Ga- 
bleans, for refuſing to pay tribute to 
Cæſar; but it took quite a contrary 
turn. For as ſoon as Pilate heard 
them mention Galilze, and was in- 
formed that Jeſus was a Galilean, 

endeavoured to clear - himſelf 


om meddling with innocent blood, 


and made it a pretence for ſending 
him and his accuſers inſtantly before 
Herod, the tetrarch of Gali/ze, who 


was then come up to . in 
0 


order to celebrate the paſſover. 

S. How did Herod behave to- 
wards him? 
T. He was firſt overjoyed at the 
ſight of him; for having of a long 


- 


time heard much of him, he wx 
glad of this opportunity to convert 
with him, and expected alſo that hs 
would do ſome miracle before hin 
But having tried many ways in yay 
to get Zeſus to anſwer his queſtions 
he began to deſpiſe him and eſteem 
him as a fool, and committed hin 
to the deriſion and inſults of his 

uards, and ſent him back to B. 

te, arrayed in a purple robe, by 
way of deriſion. Herod, howereſ, 
took this 'proceeding of Pilate 
kindly, that though they had been 
at variance, ever fince the maſk 
cre of the Galileans, they became 
now perfectly reconciled, and friend 
apain, 

S. How did Pilate behave t 
Jeſus at his return to him? 

T. Pilate endeavoured to relea 
him, by repreſenting to the -prieſ 
and rulers the injuſtice of condemn. 
ing a perſon, in whom neither he, 
nor yet Herod, could find any d 
theſe faults laid to his charge. But 
finding by the ſhouts and uproar 
they made, that they were diſfatif 
fed, he then propoſed as an expe- 
dient to aſſuage their rage, and to 
gratify their malice in ſome meaſure, 
to whip him, and fo diſmiſs hin, 
imagining that this puniſhment 
might be a means to make him |; 
cape death. 

S. What ſaid the Jews to thi 
lenity ? 

T. They being 'reſolved to put 
our Saviour to death, became more 
clamorous and outrageous, and wit 
one voice demanded him to be 
crucified, 

S. Did Pate yield to this de- 
mand? 

T. Not till he had again endes 
voured to deliver him from their ma 


lice, and ſoften their reſentment by 
| making 
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making a full declaration of his in- 
nocency ; and trying to engage the 
voice of the populace, makes them 
an offer to releaſe Feſws on account 
of the paſſover, and to crucify Ba- 
rabbas, 2 prifoner then confined for 
theft, ſedition, and murder : but 
having propoſed theſe two to their 
choice, leaving it to them, accord- 
ing to his uſual cuſtom at the paſſ- 
over, to ſave one of their lives, 
which they ſhould pleaſe ; they in- 
fuenced and perſuaded by their ru- 
ers, with one common voice de- 
manded Barabbas to be releaſed, and 
Chriſt to be crucified. And when 
he {till inſiſted upon the innocence 
of Jeſus, and propoſed ſome lighter 
puniſhment, they redoubled their 
clamorous demand of having him 
crucified, | 

S. Did Pilate yield to theſe cla- 
mours ? 

T. Not yet : for in the midſt of 
this tumult he received a meſſage 
from his wife, acquainting him that 
ſhe had been fore perplexed in her 
leep, that night, with frightful 
dreams relating to the priſoner be- 
fore him, and defiring he would by 
no means be concerned in the blood 
of that innocent perſon. This ad- 
ded to his own inclination, made 
Pilate willing to fave his life; but 
finding that he could prevail no- 
thing, but that rather a tumult was 
made, he delivered Jeſus to the 
foldiers to be ſcourged. 7efus was 
then carried into the common hall, 
where they ſtripped him of his own 
cloaths, and in deriſion of his royal 
dignity, put on him a purple robe, 
and a crown of thorns on his head, 
and a reed in his hand for a ſceptre, 
and then bowing the knee before 
dim, and buffetting him, ſaid, Hail 
King of the Jets; and ſpitting in 


his face, ſmote him on the check, 
added the moſt cruel mockings and 
inſults to the puniſhment of ſcourg- 
ing. In this condition, all over 
bloody and raw, Pilate hoping ſuch 
a piteous ſpectacle would excite 
compaſſion, and mollify their re- 
ſentment, and make them lay aſide 
their thirſt aſter his death, he or- 
dered Jeſus to be brought forth, and 
with a loud and moving voice, pre» 
ſented him to them, . Be- 
© hold the man this rueful ſpec- 
tacle of ſuffering. But he was 
much miſtaken in his expectations; 
for fo far from melting the ſpecta- 
tors to compaſſion, that the cries 
and clamours from all the people to 
crucify him, were redoubled with 
more eagerneſs and vehemence than 
before. The knowledge of the 
innocency of 7eſus held Pilate in 
ſuſpence, and hindered him from 
blindly following the fury of the 
people; inſiſting on the innocency 
of his conduct, and that the charge 
and imputation of ſedition, and of 
his aſpiring to a kingdom, were 
idle ſuggeſtions, and highly impro- 
bable. To this they replied, that 
they had a law, and by that law 
(againſt blaſphemy) he ought to 
die, becauſe he made himſelf the 
Son of God; and further told 
him, that he ſhewed but ſmall 
affection and duty to the emperor 
in taking ſuch a man's part, who 
had declared himſelf king in oppo- 
ſition to Cæſar. Pilate hereupon 
careful of his fortune, and to pre- 
ſerve his intereſt at court, became 
leſs concerned for juſtice ; and ſind- 
ing the more he endeavoured to ſave 
Jeſus, the more he raiſed a tumult, 
held out no longer againſt them, 
but having ordered Jeſus to the bar, 
he aſcended Gebatha, i. e. the place 


from * 


| 
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from whence judgment was wont 
to be pronounced, and having 
cauſed water to be brought him, 
he waſhed his hands before all the 
people, declaring at the ſame time, 
and repreſenting by that familiar 
emblem, that he was * innocent of 
the blood of that juſt man, and that 
© they muſt anſwer for it.” And 
the Jetus crying out, May his 
© blood fall upon us and our poſte- 
© rity, he releaſed the murderer 
Barabbas, and ſentenced Jeſus to be 
crucified, and delivered him into 
their hands. 

S. How does this reluctance of 
Pilate to the death of Jeſus come 
atteſted to us ? 

T. It is plainly recorded by the 
evangeliſts. And beſides, ſome 
writers mention a letter from Pilate 
to Tiberius, in order to clear him- 
ſelf of the injuſtice of that tranſac- 
tion, and to fix the odium of it, 
upon the Jewiſb ſanhedrim. It was 
found amongſt the Acts of Plate,” 
preſerved. in the archives of Rome, 
to this purpoſe : 

Pilate to Tiberius, &c. 

I have been forced to conſent 
© at length to the crucifixion of 
© Feſus Chrift, to prevent a tumult 
© among the Fews, though it was 
© very much againſt my will: for 

17 8 M 
© the world never ſaw, and proba- 
© bly never will ſee, a man of ſuch 
© extraordinary piety and upright- 
© neſs. But the high-prieſts and 
© ſanhedrim fulfilled in it the oracles 
© of their prophets, and of their ſy- 
© bils. Whilſt he hung on the croſs, 
© an horrid darkneſs, which cover- 
© ed the earth, ſeemed to threaten 
© its final end, His followers, who 
pretend to have ſeen him riſe 
© from the dead, and aſcend into 
© heaven, and acknowledge him for 


© their God, do ſtill ſubſiſt, and by 


their excellent lives, ſhew them- 


© ſelves the worthy diſciples of ſo 
© extraordinary a maſter, I did 
© what I could to fave him from 
© the malice of the Jews, but the 
fear of a total inſurrection made 
© me ſacrifice him to the peace and 
© intereſt of your empire; &c,” 

S. When was this ſentence er- 
ecuted ? 

T. Immediately, and with the 
utmoſt rigour. The ſoldiers, &. 
renewed their inſults and indigni- 
ties againſt him, pulled off his pur- 
ple robe with which they had be- 
fore cloathed him, and putting on 
his own garments, loaded him with 
his croſs upon his ſhoulders, and 
dragged him to mount Calvary, the 
uſual place of execution, in the 
midſt of a vaſt concourſe of people; 
many, of whom however, moved 
with compaſſion, expreſſed much 
ſorrow, and lamented at the ſight of 
the deplorable fate of fo excelent a 
perſon. = 

S. Did Jeſus carry the croſs on 
which he was to hang ? 

T. It was the cuſtom for thoſs 
that were to be crucified ſo to do, 
But not the whole, only the tranſ- 
verſe part ; for upon good authority 
we may aſſert, that the long piece 
of timber, or the upright part of the 
croſs, was always either fixed in the 
ground before, or made ready tot 
up, as foon as the priſoner came.— 
Yet be this as it will, Jeſus wa 
brought ſo low, his ſpirits being 
exhauſted by undergoing ſo tnany 
miſeries, that when he came to the 
gate of the city, he fainted undet ſ 

at a burthen, 

S. What did the Jews 0 
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Simon, that ſtood by, and it may be 
dewailed much the cauſe of Jeſus, 
to carry the crols, the reſt of the 


ay. ; 
7 $. Of what country was he ? 

T. He was of Cyrene, a city of 

eat note in the weſtern Jybia, and 
once of ſuch power, as to contend 
with Carthage, for ſome pre-emi- 
nences. It is not clear whether he 
was a Gentile, or a Few, lately 
come up to the paſlover ; nor does 
it matter much, which he was. 
This is certain, that he was the 
father of Alexander and Rufus, who 
ſoon became famous in the Chriſ- 
tian church. 

S. Did Jeſus make no defence 
before Pilate 

T. None at all. As it was no 
part of his intention to eſcape death, 
he thought it not proper to ſay any 
thing in his own juſtification, to 
avoid it, till, finding that Pilate re- 
ſented his ſilence, and ſignified that 
bis life and death, releaſe and cru- 
cifxion, depended upon his will, he 
replied, that he could have no 
power over him, were it not per- 
© mitted him from above; and that, 
© therefore, they who had delivered 
© him up had a greater fin to anſwer 
© for, than he. Pilate, moſt cer- 
tainly, abuſed his power very much, 
by condemning the innocent : but 

udas was ſtill more blameable, in 
delivering him uptothe chief prieſts; 
and the chief prieſts, in delivering 
him up to Pilate ; than Pilate him- 
ſelf, whom they forced to comply 
with their malice and revenge.— 
They that have better means of 
knowledge, and fin againſt greater 


light, incur the greateſt guilt, and 


deſerve the greateſt puniſhment. 


S. Did Jeſus make any reply to 
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thoſe that bewailed his ſufferings in 
his way to the place of execution? 

7. Weep not for me, ſaid he, 
© but for yourſelves, and your chil - 
© dren, Forbehold, the days are 
* coming, in the which they ſhall 
© ſay, Bleſſed are the barren, and 
© the wombs that never bare, and 
© the paps which never gave ſuck. 
Then ſhall they begin to ſay to 
© the mountains, Fall on us; and 
© to the hills, Cover us.“ 

S. What did Jeſus mean by the 
days that were coming ? 

T. The ſiege of a and 
its deſtruction by the Ramans. 

S. Why ſhou!'d they be account- 
ed happy or bleſſed that had no 
children? | | 5 

7. Becauſe, in thoſe wars with 
the Romans, their poſterity were to 
undergo the greateſt miſeries; as I 
have told you before (ſee page 429, 
Sc.) to which let me add, that the 
famine in Feruſalem, occaſioned by 
the ſiege thereof, was ſo great, that 
Mary the daughter of Elzazar, a 
woman of ſome quality, was redu- 
ced to eat her own ſucking child: 
men became weary of their lives; 
and the living envied the dead, that. 
were taken away, before the ex- 
tremity came to this height. 

S. What did he mean by ſaying, 
they ſhould deſire the mountains to 
fall on them, and the hills to cover 
them ? 

T. This was a proverbial ex- 
preſſion, uſed by one of the pro- 
phets (Hoſca x. 8.) and with which 
they were well acquainted, to de- 
note the utter deſpair of a people, 
when they find unavoidable and in- 
ſupportable calamities coming upon 
them; and it means no more than 
this: Such judgments wil: come 

* upon 
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© upon them, as will render their 
6 condition as miſerable, as if the 
© mountains ſhould cover them, 
© and the hills fall upon them.“ Or 
it may refer to the words of 1/a:ah, 
who ſays, that the wicked * ſhould 
go into the holes of the rocks, and 
© into the caves of the earth, for fear 
© of the Lord; ¶ Iſai. ii. 19.) for Jo- 
fephus records, that after the taking 
of Jeruſalem, many of the Jews hid 
themſelves in vaults and ſepulchres, 
and choſe to periſh there, rather 


than to ſurrender to the Reman con- pe 


querors. 
S. Where did they crucify Jeſus? 
T. On Golgotha, which is the 
Hebrew or Syriac name for mount 


Calvary; a ſmall eminence on mount 


Moriab, anciently appropriated to 
the execution of malefactors; and 
ſtood not far from the city, but was 
ſeparated from thence by the walls, 
as an execrable and polluted place. 
—_— the death of Chri/?, it was 
made the altar, on which was of- 
fered up the precious and all-ſuf- 
ficient ſacrifice for the fins of the 


whole world, it has been taken 


within the walls by Chriftians, and 
ſtands now in the midſt of the city, 
Some of the primitive Chriſtians 
aſſure us, that this is the very ſpot 
where Adam was buried; and where 
Abraham ſtopped to ſacrifice his fon 
Iſaac; as well as the burial-place of 
2 Chriſt. 

S. How was the dreadful ſen- 
tence executed ? | 

T. It was about noon when he 
was led out of the town ; and being 
arrived at the place of execution, 
the ſoldiers offered him a bitter po- 
tion of vinegar and gall to drink to 
make him perhaps leſs ſenſible of 
his pains, but he refuſed it. Here 


having ſtripped him of his raiment, 
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to have written © Zeſus of Nazareth 


- prevailed on to alter it, and gave 


they nailed his hands and feet to the 
croſs, and reared it up into the air 
At the ſame time they crucified al. 
ſo with him two notorious malefac. 
tors, on each fide one; from whom 
Jeſus was diſtinguiſhed only by the 
moſt opprobrious language, re. 
proaches and infults offered him 
and by an inſcription, which Pilate | 
ordered to be fixed on the top of the 
upright beam of the croſs, above 
his head. And while the chief 
prieſts and rulers, and body of the 
ople, nay even the very male- 
factors, blaſphemouſly mocked and 
derided the innocent Feſus ; the 
ſoldiers buſted themſelves in divid- 
ing his garments, and caſting lots 
who ſhould have his veſt, which 
was made of one piece, 

S. What inſcription was it that 
Pilate ordered to be put over the 
head of Jeſus on the croſs ? 

T. It was, © Jeſus of Nazareth, 
© king of the Jews,” and was writ 
ten in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, or 
Syriac ; theſe, at that time, being 
the languages moſt in uſe. 

S. Did not the rulers of the Jeus 
find fault with this ſuperſcription? 

T. Yes: they murmured thereat, 
and applied to Pilate to have it al- 
tered, remonſtrating that he ought 


© who pretended to be king of the 
© Fews.” But Pilate could not be 


them this peremptory anſwer, * that 
© what he had written, he had 
«© written. 

S. How did the ſoldiers divide 
the garments of Jeſus ? 

They cut his mantle or cloak 
into four parts, and took each of 
them one. But as his coat was 
woven in one entire piece, without 


ſeam, they caſt lots for it, as it bad 
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The Converfien of the Thief on the Creſs. 


been foretold in the xxiid P/aln, at 
the 18th ver. — This art of weav- 
ing any habit whole or altogether, 
was practiſed by the ancients, and 
is ſtill preſerved in caſtern countries, 
But here let me caution you againſt 
the fictitious coat, which is ſhewn 
to travellers, in the cathedral church 
at Treves, falſely alledged to be the 
ſame our Saviour had on, before 
his crucifixion. | 
S. Did you not ſay that the ma- 
leſactors reviled him on the croſs ? 
T. I did. One of the male- 
factors which was hanged, railed 
at him, ſaying, If thou be Chri/t, 
« fave thyſelf, and us. But the 
© other anſwering, rebuked him, 
© ſaying, Doſt not thou fear God, 
« ſeeing thou art in the ſame con- 


« demnation? And we indeed juſt- 


yz; for we receive the due re- 
ward of our deeds: but this man 
© hath done nothing amiſs, And he 
* ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, remember 
me, when thou comeſt into thy 
kingdom.“ | 

$. You at firſt ſaid, the male- 
faftors, and St. Matthew records, 
that the thieves, who were cruci- 
fied with Jeſus, caſt the ſame in 
his teeth: but now you, with St. 
Luke ſay, that only one of the ma- 
leſactors reviled and mocked 7e/zs ; 
does not this appear to be a con- 
tradiction ? | 

T. It may appear ſo to thoſe that 
are not acquainted with the Zebrew 
ſtile and forms of expreſſion. But 
it is very common for the Hebrews 
to uſe the plural, inſtead of the ſin- 
gular number. Thus we read that 
the ark reſted on the mountains of 
Ararat, ( Gen. viii. 4.) though it 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have reſted 
on any more than one of thoſe 
mountains; and God is ſaid to have 


could be ſuppoſed to dwell only in 
Therefore, when 
the evangeliſt St. Matthews, who 
wrote his goſpel] in the Hebrew - 


449 
overthrown the cities where Let 
dwelt, (Gen. xix, 29.) though he 


one at a time. 


tongue, mentions the thieves in the 
plural, we are agreeably to the 0+ 
ther evangelift St. Luke, who wrote 
in Greek, to underſtand it of one of 
the thieves only, in the ſingular 


number. However it might very 


conſiſtently, and with great juftice 
to both texts, be ſuppoſed, with St. 
Chryſo/tom and St. Ferom, That both 
the thieves might at firſt rail at 
Jeſus, probably thinking thereby 
to obtain ſome partial favour from 
the multitude towards procuring 
their pardon or leſſening their pu- 
niſhment; but being diſappointed 
of their hopes, and hearing Jeſus, 
notwithſtanding the cruel treatment 
he received, moſt compaſſionately 
pray for his crucifiers, one of them, 
whoſe name js ſaid to be Dimas or 
Diſinut, as on a ſudden enlighten- 
cd in his ſou], and cement 

S. What anſwer did Jeſus make 
to the petition of this penitent thief? 

T. He graciouſly replied, * This 
day ſhalt thou be with me in pa- 
6 radife.” 

S, What does he mean by pa- 
radiſe ? 

T. Moſt certainly, it muſt bear 
the ſame meaning as kingdom does 
in the good thiet's petition. And 
then it is eaſy to underſtand there- 


by, not a terteſtrial paradiſe, or a a 


garden of Eden, but the kingdom, 
in which Feſus had. told his diſci- 
ples he was going to prepare man- 
ſions of bliſs for them; that place 
of delight, where the fouls of the 
bleiſed enjoy everlaſting happineſs. 

S. What became of the diſe ples 

6 and 
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and followers of Jeſus, during the 
time of his perſecution and ſuffering? 

T. We read of none who were 
preſent at the croſs, but Mary his 
mother, Mary the wife of Alpheus, 
Mary. Magdalen, and John the 
_ evangeliſt. 

S. Who was Alpheys? 

T. The ſame perſon, who was 
otherwiſe called Clzophas. For the 
Hebrew names Alphæus and Cleophas, 
differ only in the manner in which 
the Greets have written or pro- 
nounced this name. 

S. Did Joſus take any notice of 
theſe good women, and his beloved 
diſciple St. 7ohn, as they ſtood at 
the foot of his croſs ? 

T. Yes: he recommended his 
forrowful mother, (who had now 
for ſome time been a widow) to 
the care and protection of Fohn the 
evangelift ; who accordingly from 
thence forward took her home to 
him, provided for her, and paid her 
the reſpect due to a mother. 

S. Did the Almighty ſhew no 
immediate and viſible tokens of his 
diſpleaſure at the Jews for this in- 
juſtice and cruelty of theirs in cru- 


cifyi eſus? 

F. Divers prodigies happened; 
there was a darkneſs over all the 
land ; the light of the fun was ſu- 
pernaturally eclipſed at mid-day, ſo 
that the ſtars appeared, and this 
darkneſs continued for the ſpace of 
three hours together; though it 
being then full moon, there could 


be no conjunction, and conſequent- 


ly no natural eclipſe. 

S. How far did this darkneſs ex- 
tend itſelf ? | 
„ 7. Whether is was confined to 
the land of Judæu; or whether it 
extended itſelf much farther, even 
ever the whole hemiſphere, where 
« 3 i 4 
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it happened, is a queſtion, wherein 
the ancients are not fo well agreed. 
The fact itſelf, is however well eſta- 
bliſhed by all parties. Origen, and 
ſome others with him, are of opini- 
on that the darkneſs was confined 
to Juda; but a majority differ 
from him, and produce the autho- 


rity of Phlegon, the famous aſtro- 


nomer under the emperor Trajan, 
who affirms, that in the fourth year 
of the cciid Olympiad, (which is 
ſuppoſed to be that of the death of 
Chrift ) there was ſuch a total eclipſe 


of the fun at noon-day, that the 


ftars were plainly to be ſeen; and 
from Suidas they likewiſe cite Dia- 


ny/tus the Arecpagite, then at Helio- 


poles in Egypt, expreſſing himſelf to 
his friend Apollophanes, upon this 
ſurpriſing phenomenon, in this 
manner: Eicher the author of na- 
* ture ſuffers; or he is ſympathiſing 
© with ſome one who does :* for, 
whereas in common eclipſes the 
ſun's total darkneſs can continue 
but twelve, or fifteen minutes at 
molt ; this is recorded to have laſted 
no leſs than three full hours, ( Matt. 
xxvii. 45.) 

S. Did not this interpoſition of 
the Almighty convince the Jews 
of their crime ? : 

T. Horror and amazement may 
be ſuppoſed to have appeared in 
every countenance, men's hearts 
began to fail, and they ceaſed their 
inſults, waiting the iſſue of ſo un- 
expected and ſingular a prodigy: 
S. Did Jeſus ſay any thing? 

T. He, languiſhing and faint un- 
der the bodily agonies he endured, 
and the heavy load of divine in- 
dignation and vengeance againſt fin, 
cried out, Eloi! Kloi! Lama fabac- 
© thani, or my God, my God, why 
* haſt thou forſaken me and com- 

plaining 


- © my 


act, and the effe 


The Death of Jeſus Chriſt, 


plaining that he was thirſty, ſome 
of the ſoldiers dipped a ſpunge in 
vinegar, and gave it him to drink. 
Others of the ſpectators hearing 
theſe words of Chri/t, ſaid, he calls 
for Elias, let us fee if Elias will 
come to fave him. 

S. Why was Elas ſuppoſed to 
come and help him ? 

T. The Jews had a tradition, 
that Elias's proper office was to 
come and ſuccour ſuch as were in 
miſery. 

S. Did Jeſus taſte the vinegar ? 

T. He did; and knowing now 
that all the types and prophecies 
concerning him were fulhlled ; his 
Father's wrath appeaſed, and the 
great work of man's redemption 
accompliſhed ; he ſaid, It is fi- 
niſhed ;* and then bowing down 
his head, he recommended his foul 
into the hands of his Father, and 
gave up the ghoſt, to be reſtored 
again, and united to his body, at 
the time prefixed by his own in- 
finite wiſdom. 

S. Was there an actual ſepara- 
tion of the ſoul and body of Jeſus? 
T. Yes: his giving up the ghoſt 
plainly implies ſuch a diſſolution, 
and actual ſeparation of foul and 
body, as every common man un- 
dergoes when he dies. But herein 
is a remarkable difference; that, 
what is in other men the _ of 
neceſſity, was in 7eſut a voluntary 

x Pi 45 his own free 
choice, at ſuch a time as he him- 
ſelf ſaw convenient. ' 
S. What events followed upon 
the death of C if os 

T. The earth ſhook - violently 
withal ; the vail of the temple was 
rent from the top to the bottom; 
the rocks clave; the graves opened; 


= - 
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and many dead bodies of the ſaints 
ariſing from their burial-places went 
into Feruſalem, and were ſeen and 
known there by many, 

S. Was this earthquake felt be · 
yond the limits of Jeruſalem? 

T. Some are inclined to think it 
was the ſame that deſtroyed twelve 
cities in Aa, in the reign of Tibe- 
rius Cæſar, and was the greateſt 
known in the memory of man. 
But of this we have no warrant 
from the ſacred text, as eruſalem 
itſelf does not ſeem to ſuffer by it. F 

S. What do you mean by the 
vail of the temple ? | 

T. It was a pattition between 
the holy place, and the moſt holy. - 

S. Are there any veſtiges now 
remaining of this earthquake? 

T. In the church of the Sepulcbre 

which ſtands on mount Calvary) 
is ſtill to be ſeen the cleft in the 
rock, ſplit at the crucifixion of 
Chrift. And Mr. Maundrell who 
ſaw it but lately, obſerves, that it 
could not poſhbly be formed or 


counterfeited by any art. 
S. How did the ſpectators behave 
at theſe miraculous events ? 


T. They were fore amazed and 
affrighted at ſo many extraordinary 
ſigns and prodigies, and changin 
their inſultings into ſighs, — 
home, ſmiting their breaſts, and 
with great lamentation g 
and declaring the innocency an 
righteouſneſs of the holy 7 to 
whom ſuch illuſtrious teſtimony 
was borne. The very officers and 
ſoldiers, that attended the execu- 
tion, confeſſed their belief, that he 
was doubtleſs the S of God, or a 
juſt man, whom &4 had adopted 
to be his Son, 


Gg2 


CHAP, 


452 The NZ W TESTAMENT explained, 


HAP. VIII. 
The Burial and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. An Angel appears 


to the good Women at the Sepulchre. 


Jeſus appears to Mary 


Magdalen, to the two Diſciples in the Way to Emmaus, 10 
all rhe Apoſtles, except Thomas; to Thomas alſo. Jeſus pro- 
miſeth to fend on them the Holy Ghoſt, How Chriſt eentinues 
with bis Church to the End of the World Hew long he conti- 


wed on Earth after bis Reſurrefion. 


Chriſt. 
LN what day was C48 u- 
0 cified? L / 


T. It was the eve, or preparation 
to the paſchal feſtival, which fell 
that year on the 4th of April, and 
the Jewiſh Sabbath-day. 

S. How long did the body of 
Jeſus hang on the croſs ? 

T. According to the Jeuiſb law, 
all bodies that were executed, were 
commanded to be buried the ſame 
day; ( Deut. xx. 22, 22.) but the 
Romans always kept the bodies on 
the croſs till they were dead ; and 
ſometimes much longer. There- 
fore, that the greatneſs and ſolemni- 
ty of the enſuing day, which was 
the Paſſover and the Sabbath-day, 
might not be prophaned by theſe 
dead bodies remaining on the croſs; 
towards evening the rulers applied 
to Pilate, for leave that their legs 
wight be broken, in order to haſten 
their death ; and their bodies taken 
down. Pilate granting their re- 
queſt, they accordingly broke the 
legs of the two thieves 2 for they 
found they were yet alive: but 
when they came to 7e/us, and found 
that he was already dead, one of 
them pierced his ſide with a ſpear, 
from whence iſſued a plentiful ef- 
fuſion of water and blood. In this 


tranſaction of theirs were fulfilled 


The Aſcenſion of Jeſus 


two remarkable prophecies of the 
Meſſiah : That not a bone of his 
„ ſhould be broken,” (P/. xxxiv. 
20.) And that they ſhould look 
upon him whom they had pierced, 
(Zech. xii. 10.) 

S. Did the Veto carry off the 
body of 7eſus * | 

T. No: for Joſeph of Arimathea, 
one of our Saviour's diſciples, though 
unknown, a man of great wealth 
and reputation, but no way con- 
cerned in the death of 7e/zs, went 
boldly to Pilate and begged the 
body to bury it, which Plate grant- 
ed; whereupon 7e/eph, together 
with Nicodemus, and the good wo- 
men that were preſent at his death, 
took the body of our Lord, and 
ſhrouding it in fine linnen, lightly 
embalmed it with precious ointment 
of myrrh, aloes, and other aromatic 
perſumes, according to the cuſtom 
of the Fews ; and buried it haſtily 
in a new tomb or ſepulchre hewn 
out of a rock, which Jaſeph had 
lately prepared for himſelt, in a 
garden not far from the place of 
execution; and having rolled 2 
great ſtone to the door of the ſe- 
pulchre, they departed. 
S. Were the rulers concern and 
fears quite over when they had 


thus effectually put a ſtop to all 
appre- 


The Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 452 


apprehenflons from Jeſus by his 
erucihxion and burial ? 

T. Though our bleſſed Lord lay 
buried in the ſepulchre, yet this did 
not ſatisfy them; for they were 
afraid, it ſeems, leſt it ſhould be 
publiſhed that he was riſen. They 
therefore went to Pilate, and tellin 
him that this impoſtor ſaid when he 
was living, * That he would riſe 
© azain after his death ;* intreated 
him to ſet a ſtrong guard round the 
ſepulchre, leſt His diſciples ſhould 
convey him from thence, and per- 
ſuade the people, that, according as 
he had foretold in his life-time, he 
was riſen from the dead. 

S. Did Plate order ſuch a guard? 

T. Yes: and further, to ſecure 
the ſepulchre againſt all private at- 
tempts, the rulers, and it may be, 
the governor alſo, ſealed the ſtone 
with their proper ſignets. But this 
extreme caution of theirs to hinder 
before-hand, as much as in them 
lay, our Saviour's reſurreCtion, ſerved 
but to confirm the belief thereof by 
notable proofs. 

S. How long did Jeſus continue 
in the grave ? 

T. No longer than Sunday morn- 
ing, which was the firſt day of the 
week. For, catly that morning, 
though the fſepulchre was thus 
guarded, and the ſtone which ſe- 
cured it, ſealed, an angel from 
heaven, with a countenance bright 
as lightning deſcending, rolled the 
ſtone from the ſepulchre and fat 
thercon. The earth trembled, and 
fs inſtantly aroſe, diſengaged his 

ody from the grave-cloaths and 
linnen in which he was wrapped, 
at the time of his burial, and quit- 
ted the ſepulchre ; thus conquering 
death, his body not undergoing the 
common fate of corruption, and 


riſing again for our juſtification, 
The guards ſtruck with terror thete- 
at, fell down and became as dead 
men, 

S. What did the ſoldiers do after 
this ? 

7. As ſoon as they recovered 
themſelves, they ran, much affright- 
ed, into the city, and related to 
the chief prieſts and rulers what 
had happened: and they immedi- 
ately aſſembling, to conſult toge- 
ther what they had to do in this 
Caſe, as the only meaſure they had 
to take, bribed the ſoldiers to give 
it out among the people, that the 
diſciples of Jeſus came by night 
while* they were aſleep, and ftole 
away his body, 

S. Did not the diſciples, all this 
time, viſit their Lord's ſepulchre ? 

T. It does not appear that they 
mourned for him after the cuſtom 
of their nation. But Mary Magda» 
len, and other holy wamen, who 
had prepared ſome ſpices and per- 
fumes to embalm our Saviour's 
body, ignorant of the guard and 
ſea] by which the ſepulchre was ſe⸗ 
cured, went early on Sunday morn- 
ing to the ſepulchre; and while 
they were reaſoning among them- 
ſelves how they ſhould remove the 
large ſtone that was at the entrance, 
they were greatly ſurpriſed, as they 
d ew near, to find the ſepulchre 
open; but their aſtoniſhment in- 
creaſed when they entered in to 
find alſo the body of Teſus gone, 

S. What did thele women do 
thereupon ? | 

T. Mary Magdalen ran out. of 
the ſepulchre with all expedition t6 
give notice hereof to the apoſſles; 
while the reſt remained terrihed, 
and lamenting the loſs of their 
Lord's body, ſuppoling his enemies 
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had carried it away. But a glori- 
ous angel met them as they came 


out, informed them of our Lord's 
reſurrection; and, to convince them 


of its reality, reconducted them in- 


to the grave; ſhewed them the 


place, where he had lain, empty, 
and ordered them to go and tell 
Peter, and the other diſciples, the 
news thereof. — And the women, 
confounded with fear, joy and won- 


der, ran with all ſpeed to find out 


the apoſtles, and relate to them the 


meſſage, as commanded by the 
| why | 


What ſaid the apoſtles ? 

T. They looked upon all that 
the women related, to be 8 
more than the effect of weak an 
frightened imaginations. Peter and 
John however had the curioſity 
to run and infpe the ſepulchre; 
where they were confirmed in the 
truth of the women's report, that 


Feſus's body was not there. For 


; they found no body; but ſaw the 


cloaths in which Jeſus had been 
embalmed lying on the ground, and 
the napkin that was about his head, 
very carefully folded, and laid by 


- itſelf. 


S. Did they not then believe al- 


ſo, that Chriſt was riſen from the 


dead ? 


T. No: their incredulity or doubt - 
ing was to be a confirmation of our 


faith, They returned home, ſup- 
poſing only that ſomebody had con- 
veyed his body from that grave. 

S, How were they at laſt con- 
vinced ? F- | 

T. Not till Je/us had appeared 
firſt to Mary Magdalen; then to 


two diſciples in their way to Em- 


maus, and at laſt to their whole 


number, except Thomas, aſſembled 


together. 
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S. How did Feſus appear te 
Mary Magdalen ? Jeſs ape 

T. Mary had followed Peter and 
John to the ſepulchre: and not 
ſeeing the body there, was led to 
think that ſome enemy had ſtolen 
it away. She thereſore tarried be- 
hind weeping for the loſs of it, when 
lo two angels appeared to her in 
bright apparel, fitting one at the 


head, and the other at the feet, 


where the body had Jain, and aſked 
her why ſhe wept? To which ſhe 
anſwered, they had taken away the 
body of her Lott: and ſhe knew 
not where they had laid it. The 
angels bid her not to fear, and ac- 
quainted her that he was riſen, as 
he had faid, and would go before 
his diſciples into Galilee, where 
they ſhould ſee him. Then turn- 
ing round, ſhe ſaw Jeſus himſelf, 
but ſhe took him for the maſter of 
the ground where the ſepulchre 
was; and deſired him, that if he 
had removed the body any where, 
he would let her know, that ſhe 
might take care of it; and did not 
know him, till 7% called her by 
her name. She then immediately 
knew him, and throwing herſelf at 
his feet, would have embraced him: 
but he would not permit her, be- 
cauſe he was not yet aſcended to 
his Father: and hid her go tell his 


diſciples what ſhe had ſeen ; that 


he was riſen from the dead, and 
would ſhortly aſcend into heaven, 
as he had often in his life-time 
foretold unto them. Mary did ac- 
cording to command: but the apoſ- 
tles did not believe her. 

S. In what manner did Feſtus ap- 
pear to the two diſciples in the way 
to Emmaus ? 

7. On this very day, in the after» 


| noon, Jeſus meeting two of his diſe 


ciples 
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ciples who were taking a melan- 
choly walk to a little village called 
Emmaus, about ſeven miles weſt of 
Jeruſalem, (which was afterwards 
.erected into a city, by the name of 
Nicopolts) he joined himſelf as a fel- 
low traveller to them, and obſervin 

they appeared fad and diſconſolate 
as they went on, he aſked them the 
reaſon of it, and the ſubject of their 
diſcourſe. One of them, ſuppoſing 
Teſus to be a ſtranger in that coun- 
try, related what had been lately 
done to Jeſus of Nazareth by the 
Fews, who was a prophet they ſaid 
oy in words and.in deeds be- 
fore God, and all the people.— 
How they had expected, he was 
to have redeemed //rae/ ; that they 
were diſappointed herein by the 
wickedneſs and cruelty of the Jews, 
who had crucified him, but that 
however, they were much aſto- 
niſhed at the report that day of his 
reſurrection by certain women of 
their company ; and which report 
had been in part confirmed by Pe- 
ter and Fohn, —Our Saviour admi- 
ring thele diſciples ſhould tell him 
all that was in a manner neceſſary 
to induce them to believe, when as 
yet they ſeemed to perſiſt in incre- 
dulity, replied, by way of reproof 
to their incredulity, that, according 
to the prophecies concerning him, 
It was neceſſary that the Maſſiab 
ſhould ſuffer death, and riſe again, 
in order to a glorious exaltation. 
And beginning from Moſes, and 
going through with all the other 
prophets, he expounded to them 
whatever they had ſaid of him; 
and he warmed their hearts and 
enlightened their underſtandings fo 
much with his ſeaſonable diſcourſe, 
that while he made as if he would 
have went farther, it being now 
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late, they intreated his compan 
for that night, probably at the — 
of Cleophas, who lived at Emmaus, 
and, is ſuppoſed to be the diſciple 
that converſed with Feſus, at this 
time. —7eſus yielded to their kind 
invitation : but as he fat at table 
with them, he took bread, bleſſed 
it, and delivered to them; at which 
their eyes were inſtantly opened, 
and knew him. Teſus then va- 
niſned from their tight; not as a 
ſpirit, but as he had before done 
from the Jews, when they were 
about to ſtone him, leaving them 
full of aſtoniſhment, and aſking one 
another, whether their hearts were 
not inflamed whilſt he expounded 
unto them the ſcriptures ? ( Jobu 
vill. 589 | 
S. Did not this convince theſe 
two diſciples of the 8 of the 
reſurrection of Feſus Chrift 

T. Ves: and they, as ſoon as 
recovered from their ſurpriſe, haſ- 
tened with all ſpeed to the reſt of 
the apoſtles at Jeruſalem, to make 
known to them what had happeg- 
ed: theſe they found aſſembled to 
hear the report of Peter, who aſ- 
ſerted, that Jeſus had appeared to 
him alſo. But neither Peter's, nor 
the teſtimony of theſe two diſciples, 
was ſufficient to convince them all 
of the truth of Chri/?'s being riſen 
from the dead, 

S. Did not Jeſus ſhew himſelf to 
the other apoſtles ? 5 

7. Ves: that ſame night, when 
they were at ſupper in a private 
room, the doors being ſhut, for fear 
of the Fews ; Jeſus came and ſtood 
in the midſt of them, and ſaid, 
Peace be unto you; and to con- 
vince them of the reality of his per- 
ſon, he ſhewed them his wounds in 


his hands, feet, and ſide; he eat 
084 with 
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with them ; and having upbraided 
them for their incredulity, inſtruct- 
ed them in the great myſteries of 
our faith ; enabled them to under- 


ſttand the ſcriptures more perfectly; 


rene wed their commiſſion to preach 
to all nations ; gave them power 
and authority to remit and to retain 
fins; and breathed into them the 
Holy Spirit, whom he promiſed to 


ſend more plentifully, to enable 


them to be witneſſes of his reſurrec- 
tion, before they were to leave Je- 
ruſalem. And thus ended the firſt 
day of the week, which, in honour 
to our Saviour's reſurrection, has e- 
ver ſince been kept holy, and ob- 

ſerved as the Sabtath amongſt Chri/- 
rians, who ſtile it the Lord s- day, or 
the day on which 7% Chriſt, our 
Lord, roſe from the dead. 

S. Was the Jetoiſb Sabbath, 
therefore, aboliſhed by this Chri/- 
tian Sabbath ? © | 

T. Yes: for, as the Fewiſh Sab- 
bath, though at firſt inſtituted in 
commemoration of God's creating 
the world, was alſo commanded at- 
terwards to be kept in memory of 
the Jetus deliverance from the £ gyp- 


tian bondage, Deuteronemy v. 15; 


which bondage was an emblem of 
our captivity under ſin, and their 
deliverance à type of our ſpiritual 
redemption: ſo when our redemp- 
tion was accompliſhed, it was pro- 
per that the day of Salbath ſhould 

altered; eſpecially when the wiſe 


providence af God had ſo ordered 


matters, that the old Jewiſh Sab- 
bath, i. e. the ſeventh day, ſhould 
be paſſed: over, and the firſt day 
made choice pf, to be honoured 
with the miracle of Chriſt's reſur- 
rect on, and the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt, as J ſhall obſerve to you 
hepcaftef. And it is worth gur 
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while to note, that though the a- 
7 aſter the reſurrection of 

i/t, did frequent the ſynagogues 
of the Jews . the Dae == or 
Jewiſh Sabbath, they did not do it, 
as they are ſaid to have done before, 
according to the commandment”, 
( Luke xxiii. 56.) But according to 
cuſtom, or as the manner was, 
(Ads xvii. 2.) Therefore we may 
reaſonably conc]ude, that the diſci- 
ples were commanded by Jeſus, or 
by inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, to 
keep the Chriſtian Sabbath on the 
firſt day of the week; at leaſt, that 
from the firſt they looked upon the 
ancient Sabbath as ſuperſeded by this 
other, . which, from the beginning, 
they called the Lord s- day, and from 
the beginning, employed in acts of 
religious worſhip. Io which pur- 
pole we find Ignatius exhorting 
Chriſtians not to ſabbathiſe with 
© the Jets, but to live according to 
© the Lerd's-day, in which our life . 
« aroſe with him.“ 

S. Were all the apoſtles preſent 
when Chriſi made that remarkable 
appearance among them? 

T. No: Thomas was abſent; and 
though they reported to him the 
particulars of what they had heard 
and ſeen, he abſolutely reſuſed to 

ive up his diſbelief thereof, till he 
ſhould have the utmoſt evidence of 
ſenſe, by ſeging and by putting his 
finger into the holes in his hands 
al his fide. 3 

S. Did Jeſus give Thomas this e- 
vidence he requited?ꝰ 

'T. Yes: for on the next Sunday, 
as the apoſtles were again aflem- 


bled, with the doors ſhut, for fear 


of the Jews, and Thomas with 2 | 


Jeſui preſented himſelf in the mid 


of them, and ſaid, Peace be unta 


you', Then turning to Thomas, 
28 8 that 


Jeſus 75 known to Peter. 


that he might be no longer faith- 
leſs, but believing, he offered him 
his hands and fide to ſee and feel 
where the nails and ſpear had 


pierced, At which this apoſtle, be- 


ing Convinced, cried out to him, 
My God, and nfy Lord! 

S. What ſaid our Saviour to this 
act of faith and declaration of Tho- 
mas? f 

T. He gave Thomas to under- 
ſtand, that his believing upon ſuch 
demonſtration of his ſenſes was not 
an act ſo worthy of praiſe, or fo 
acceptable in the fight of Gud, as 
was the faith of thoſe, who have 
not the ſame overbearing convicti- 
on; for that they are. happy who 
have not feen, and yet believe. 

S, Did Jeſus continue with his 
apoſtles aſter this? 

T. No: but he frequently ap- 


peared to them. At one time he ap- 


peared to Peter and others of them 
on the ſhore of the lake or ſea of 
Tiberias, as they were fiſhing. He 
alſo appeared to his eleven apoſtles, 
and five-hundred other diſciples at 


once: and alſo upon the day he aſ- 7 


cended into heaven. 
S. How was he known to Peter? 
T. Aſter that Jeſus had appeared 
to Thomas, the apoſtles being co 
vinced that the kingdom o Chrif 
is not of this world, they by our 
Lord's directions (See Matt. xxvi. 
232, and xxviii. 7.) left Judæa, and 


returned into their own province of 


Galie:, to follow their proper call - 


ings. Peter and Jahn, &c. who 
had been bred to the fiſhing trade, 
reſumed their occupation. Here, 
after they had fruitleſsly toiled all 
night, and were returning to ſhore 
without having taken any thing, 


Zeſus aſſumed an unknown appear- 


ane, and adviſed them to caſt cheir 
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nets on the right ſide of the veſſel; 
when, to their great ſurpriſe, they 
incloſed a great number of. fiſhes; 
John preſently ſuggeſted to Peter, 
that the perſon who had given them 
this advice, muſt be their maſter 
Jeſus. Peter thereupon, without 
more delay, caſt himſelf half naked / 
into the ſea to come the ſooner to 
him. Coming all to land they ſound 
the Lord, with a fire ready made, 
with a fiſh broiling on it, and bread 
ſtanding. by; whereto he bids. 
them join of the ſhes they had 
taken, and makes them dine with 
him. Aſter dinner, Chriſt draws 
from Peter a threefold proſeſſion of 
his love, .to oppoſe perhaps to his 
former triple denial of him; and 
thrice commanded him to take care 
of and feed the flock he committed 
to his charge; at.d afterwards ina 
figurative ſpeech, ſoretold the death 
Peter ſhould die, — Peter, according. 
to the forwardneſs of his temper, 
deſirous to know the fate of the o- 
ther diſciple St. John, aſked what 
would become of him? To which 
eſus anſwered, checking his curi- 
olity, which led him to think of o- 
ther men's affairs, rather than of his 
own ; and concluded, If I will, 
© that he ſtay till I come, what is 
© that to thee ? Follow thou me.” 
S. Did Jeſus mean that Fohn - 
ſhould live till he returned, or came 
again from heaven! 
T. No: but only till he ſhould 
come in judgment to take vengeance 
on the Jews. So that the ſenſe of 
our Saviour's words is this: —If my 
pleaſure is, that he live till the dit- 


ſolution of the Jewiſh ſtate, Cc. 


and ſo indeed John did. For though 
Peter is ſuppoſed to be put to death 
in the reign of Nero: St. John lived 


till the days of Trajan the emperor, , 
which 
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which was above a hundred years 
after our Saviour's birth, and thir- 
7 ears from the time of the de- 
ion of and the diſ- 
ſolution of the Jetujſb ſtate. 
© $8. Where did Jeſus appear to the 
eleven apoſtles and the five-hundred 
brethren at once ? 

T. On mount Taber, as it is ge- 
nerally thought, a mountain in Go 
file, where they were aſſembled by 
his appointment. And the occaſion 
of this meeting, was to bear wit- 
neſs, that he now finally, before he 
aſcended into heaven, and when he 
was inveſted with all power both 
in heaven and on earth, did com- 
miſſion and command his apoſtles 
to make all nations his diſciples, 
and to baptiſe them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and to teach and 
preſs them to obſerve all his pre- 

He alſo enabled them to 
work ſigns and wonders, and to 
confer that power on ſuch converts 
as they ſhould think proper, for the 

tion and confirmation of his 


faith; and he promiſed to be aiding 


and protecting them, and to be pre- 


ſent with them, as their ſovereign 


and ſupreme head, unto the end of 


the world. 

S. Was the crucifixion of our Sa- 
viour, and his wonderful reſurrec- 
tion, made known, or taken notice 
of at Rome? LEIGH BY 1718 
'T. Yes, it appears from ſeveral 
_ paſſages in ancient authors, that 
Hate had informed the Emperor 
Tiberius of the whole of this great 
tranſaction; that this emperor pro- 
5 pou to the ſenate the putting our 

viour's image among the number 
of the Gods; and though divine 
providence hindered the ſenate from 


doing it, yet the emperor had fo 
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good an opinion of the perſon and reli- 
gion of "Jeſus, that he expreſly forbad 
the. Chriftians to be perſecuted, 

S. What is the meaning of thoſe 
words of our Saviour 138 
tioned,.— I am with you always to 
© the end of the world? 

T. This promiſe was made, not 
to all Chriſtians in general, but on- 
ly to thoſe whom Chriſt autho- 
riſed to teach and baptiſe in his 
name, as the words themſelves and 
the occaſion of ſpeaking them plain- 
ly ſnew: and it contains a full des 
claration of our Lord's intention, 
that they ſhould always be ſucceed- 
ed by others in the ſame office. 
For, ſince the apoſtles all died with- 
in the compaſs of fourſcore years, 
after this extenſive promiſe was 
made, it could no ways be fulfil- 
led, but by our Lord's being with 
their ſucceſſors in the goſpel-mi- 
niſtry until the world's end. For 
what ſome imagine, that the c- 
e rd de. relates to the end of 
the Jeruiſb age, or œconomy, which 
laſted (as they ſay) to the deftruc- 
tion of the temple under Veſpaſian, 
and ſo confine this promiſe to the 
perſon of the apoſtles only, is void 
of all foundation ; unleſs we can 


ſuppoſe, that all ſacred functions 


were to ceaſe; neither baptiſm to 
be adminiſtered, nor the goſpel 
preached, after the deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, which is falſe iu fact: 
and therefore, if we may be allow- 
ed to explain the deſign and mean- 
ing of this promiſe by the manner 
of its completian, we muſt con- 
clude, that our Lord here engages 


himſelf to be preſent” with his mi- 


niſters, | both by his ſpecial grace, 
and his authority, after the end of 
the Zewiſh cœconomy, as well as 
till that time : and hence we may 

aſſure 
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: aſſure ourſelyes, that the miniſtry 


of the word and adminiſtration of 
the ſacraments are a ſtanding and 

petual ordinance, to continue in 
the Chriſtian church throughout 


all ages; and that all the faithful 


miniſters of Chrift, in what part of 
the world ſoever God ſhall caſt their 
lot, and in what time ſoever they 
ſhall happen to live, may comfort- 
ably expect Chriſt's gracious pre- 
ſence with their pal — and his 
blefling upon their labours. 

S. How long did Chriſt continue 
upon earth, after his reſurrection? 

T. Forty days, during which, he 


at ſeveral times communed fami- 


Larly with his apoſtles, with incon- 
teſtable proofs of the truth of his 
reſurrection, that they might be 
witneſſes of it to all people over all 


the world. Theſe forty days were 


almoſt expired when he ordered all 
his apoſtles, and ſome of his ſelect 


friends to attend him at Jeruſalem, 


and, amongſt other things, charged 


them not to depart from that city 


till he had poured upon them the 
Holy Ghoſt, which he had promiſed 
to give them. WE, 

What reaſon was there for 


the wonderful diſpenſation of the 
Holy Spirit ? 2 4 
7. The reaſons aſſignable for 


this wonderful diſpenſation, are, 
1ft, To enable them to be power- 
ful witneſſes of our Lord's reſurrec- 
tion, ¶ Luke xxiv. 48.) and, conſe- 
quently, to convince the world that 
he was the true Meſſiah, or the pro- 
poet; who was to come to be the 

viour of it: and therefore St. Pe- 
ter ſpeaks thus to the Jews, © Ye. 
have killed the prince of life, 
* whom God hath raiſed from the 
5 dead, of which we are witneſles', 


(As iu. 15.) 2dly, To enable 


them to give an exact account (as 
far as divine wiſdom ſaw it nece 
ry) of what our Saviour did, and 
taught ; and therefore himſelf tells 
them, that * the Spirit of truth, 
© which proceedeth from the Father, 
* ſhould teſtify of him, and bring 
all * to their remembrance, 
© which he had ſaid unto theny, 
{ Jon xv. 26,—xiv. 26.) and 3dly, 
o make them able miniſters of 
the New Teſtament, i. 6. able to 
acquaint Chri/tians with all ſaving 
truths, and to teach them all things; 
that Chriſt had commanded to 
obſerved throughout all the ages of 


the church: and upon the ſtrengtly 


of this promiſe, all Chri/tians inall 
ages have believed, that the 
tles, and writers of the New Teſ- 
tament, both ſpake, and wrote, as 
they were moved, or directed by 
the Spirit of God; and, accordingly, 
have received their doctrines, not 
© as the words of men, but, as 
« were in truth, the word of 5 
1 Thefſ. ii. 13. WAL 

S. Why did Chrif order the a 
tles, &c. to tarry at Jeruſalem, till the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon them 

7. Of all places, the apoſtles 
would leaſt of all have choſen Je- 
ruſalem to tarry in, had not our 
Lord poſitively commanded them 
to continue there. For Jeruſalem 
was now a place juſtly abhorred 
and deteſted by them, as reeking 
freſh with the blood of the holy 
and innocent Jeſus ; and yet Je- 
ruſalem is the place, choſen by 

„ for the pouring forth of his 
Holy Spirit upon his apoſtles ; be» 
cauſe there was the greateſt com- 


pany of ſpectators to behold it, 


and to be converted by itz and 

becauſe there had been the 3 

of his humiliation, 
greateſt 


e, 
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therefore, there he was minded 
to ſhew forth his power and glory. 

S. Where was this meeting held? 

T. Inaprivate place. But when he 
bad finiſhed all his work, Jeſus find- 
ing them ſtill poſſeſſed with an opini- 
on of his earthly reign, to turn their 
thoughts from it, and ſorbidding 
them to enquire of the time and 
ſeaſons which God had kept in his 
own. power, he goeth out with 


them, and led them to that part 


of the mount of Olivet, which was 
neareſt Bethany; where, having 
bleſſed them, he was taken away 
from them, aſcending gradually in 
a cloud that ſurrounded him ; and 


carried up into heaven with tri-, 


umph; where being received into 
his glory he ſits at the right-hand of 
God to intercede for us. As the 
apoſtles beheld him aſcending, two 
angels appeared to them, aſſuring 
them, he ſhould one day deſcend in 


like manner, as they now faw him 


aſcend. | 
S. Has God, whom I always be- 
lieved to be a pure ſpirit, hands? 
T. This is one of 'thoſe expreſ- 


ſions, wherein the Holy. Ghoſt con- 


deſcends to our capacity, by attri- 


TRA 
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of an human body. The hand is 
the chief inſtrument of exerting our 
ſtrength, and therefore often uſed 
to denote the power of God. The 
right-hand is the uſual place of ho- 
nour and reſpect, and therefore this 
denotes the higheſt dignity. Sittin 

in like manner intimates a ſtate of 
eaſe and reſt, and is properly the 
poſture of thoſe, that are in power 
and authority, of kings upon their 
thrones, and magiſtrates in courts 
of juſtice; and therefore Chri/?'s 
fitting at God's right-hand implies 
thus much, That the ſame bliſs, 
a gory and power, which, as the 
© Don of God, he did, before his 
© incarnation, enjoy with his Fa- 
© ther from all eternity, his human 
© nature is now made partaker of, 
© in the higheſt heavens. That 
© this God-man is inveſted with an 
© abſolute authority, and bound- 
© Jeſs dominion, and does now, in 
© both natures, rule, as he ſhall 
© one day Judge, the whole world ; 
© and that, till that day come, it 
© is the duty of us, and all man- 
© kind, to reverence and obey, to 
« truſt in, and pray to him, as our 
© only head and king, our rightful 


buting to God the parts and geſture and univerſal Lord,” 
: = r EY 
C HAP. IX. 


The Apoſtles retire to en upper Room, and chuſe Matthias in the 


Place of Judas, to be an Apoſtle. 


The Deſcent of the Holy 


_ Ghoſt. How the Holy Ghoſt operated on the Diſciples of 

- Chriſt. The Diſciples ſpeak ſtrange Languages and work Mi- 
«© Facles: Are perſecuted by the Jewiſh Rulers , impriſoned and 

- evhipped. The Apoſtles ordain ſeven Deacons. The Mertyraom 


F Stephen, and Life of ot Paul. 2 
8. W H A T became of the a- 7. They being about a hundred 


poſtles, &c. after cur Sa- 
viour's aſcenſion? 
| : 2 


and twenty in all, returned to Je- 
ruſalem with great joy, being now 
tully 
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The Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Fully aſſured by his aſſumption into 
the heavens that Jeſus was the Son 
of God. "They continued therefore 
to aſſemble daily privately in an up- 
per room, poſſibly at the houſe of 
Mary, the mother of John, whoſe 
ſurname was Har; or at the houſe 
of ſome other diſciple; it being 
cuſtomary for private families in 
thoſe days to have oratories or cha- 
pels on the tops of their houſes, 
where they met to hear the law 
read, and to treat of any religious 
matters. This interpretation of the 
upper room ſome chuſe to adopt, 
rather than that, which ſuppoſeth 
it to mean an upper room in the 
temple ; for it is ſcarce credible, ſay 
they, that the Prieſts and Levites, 
who had fo lately perſecuted their 
maſter unto death, would permit a 
company .of poor fiſhermen and 
Galileans, to aſſemble in ſuch num- 
ge within the verge of the tem- 
ple. | 
S. What did the diſciples in this 
upper room ? 

T. They paid their adorations to 
God; and amongſt other conſulta- 
tions ſor the ſupport and govern- 
ment and future ſettlement of the 
church, which Chri/? had founded, 
and of which he had become the 
chief corner-ſtone, they propoſed 
two of their members to draw lots, 
(a way frequently uſed both by Vetus 
and Gentiles for determining doubt- 
' ful and difficult caſes, eſpecially in 
the election of judges and magiſ- 
trates) which of them ſhould be 
found worthy to ſucceed Judas in 
the apoſtleſhip, from which he by 
his tranſgreſſion had fallen. 

S. Who were the two diſciples 
propoſed on this occaſion? 
T. Joſeph, ſurnamed Bar/abas, 
who was one of the ſeventy, and re- 
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lated to our Lord according to the 
fleſh ; and Matthias, another of the 
3 | 

S. What preceded this manner 
of choice ? 

T. The congregation made a ſo- 
lemn addreſs to God, that he would 
condeſcend to direct their choice; 
and that he, who knew the hearts 
of all men, would be pleaſed toſhew 
which of theſe two he ſaw beſt qua - 
lified for ſo ſacred a function. 

S. Upon whom did the lot fall? 

T. On Matthias ; who was ac- 
cordingly admitted into the num- 
ber of the apoſtles. 

S. Who was this Matthias ? 

T. He had been a continual atten- 
dant upon, and a diſciple from the 
time eſus was baptiſedof Jahn, to his 
aſcenſion : And if any credit can be 


given to his life, ſaid to be tranſlated 


from the original Hebrewin the 12th 
century by a monk at Treves, he 
was born at Bethlehem, of an illuſtri- 
ous family of the tribe of Fudah ; 
had been well educated ;. did preach 
the Cbriſtian faith in Paleſtine ; and 
was- hrit ſtoned to death by the 
command of Ananus the Younger, 
and then his head ſevered from his 
body, ſoon after the martyrdom of 
James the Leſs. But, if we believe 
the Greeks, St. Matthias preached 
and died at Colchis. | 
S. Did Jeſus ſend the Holy Ghoſt 
upon his apoſtles, Sc. as he had 
promiſed ? by 
T. Yes: for, as they were af- 
ſembled in the upper room on the 
day of Pentecoſt, the Spirit of God, 
which is the Holy Ghoſt, deſcend- 
ed with a ſudden prodigious noiſe, - 


or like a tempeſtuous wind, which 
was accompanied with a kind of fi- 


ery exhalation 1cſembling the ſhape - 
of a tongue cloven at the tip, reſt- 


ing 
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ing upon each of the diſciples. And 


from this moment of time they were 
all filled with the Holy G and 
| diverſe | es. ; 
S. What _ to underſtand by 
the day of Pentecoſt ? 
T. Pentecoſt is a Greek word, that 


fignifieth the fiftieth. And this day 
was particularly ſo called by the 
, becauſe it was one of their 
annual feſtivals (Levit. xxiii. 15, 
16.) known alſo by the name of the 
of weeks ; becauſe it was ob- 
ſerved on the fiftieth day, or ſeven 
weeks after the paſſove Deut. xvi. 
But the Chriflian church cele- 
tes this feaſt at the ſame diſtance 
of time from our Saviour's reſurrec- 
tion, to commemorate the gifts of 
the Spirit which-were then poured 
out in a plentiful manner, as the 
firſt fruits of our Lord's aſcenſion 
into heaven ; and toremind us, that 
the goſpel began to be publiſhed by 
the apoſtles on the fame day, that 
the ancient law was given to the 
Hebrews. | 
S. What effect had this deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt ? | 
T. It gave them courage to quit 
the retirement of the upper room, 
and boldneſs and ability to preach 
the goſpel publickly, to all the inha- 
bitants and ſtrangers then at Jeru- 


falem, in the ſeveral languages of 


each perſon they met. St. Peter 
degan his preaching, witha defence 
of himſelf and his brethren againſt 
the abſurd cavils of their enemies, 
who repreſented theſe extraordinary 
ifts of the Spirit as the effects of 
runkenneſs. And afterwards the 
word of the goſpel was taught with 
ſuch reaſon and efficacy, that that 
day were converted no leſs than 
three · thouſand fouls to the faith of 


Chrift. And theſe were the beginnings 
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of the Chriſtian church of Jeruſalem, 
which, by the agreement of its 


members, their charity, union, and 


aſſiduity in exerciſes of piety, every 
day increaſed, 

S. Did not the apoſtles work mi- 
racles alſo ? 

T. Yes: Peter and Jobn going 
into the temple to pray, and ſeeing 
a poor man, then forty years old, 
and who was a cripple from the 
womb, lying at the gate of the 
temple, which was called Beau- 
tiful, to aſk alms of thoſe that en- 
tered in, they miraculouſly cured 
him in the ſight of all the people, 
by invoking only the name of Jeſus. 

'$. Did the „ take any 
notice of the apoſtles? n 

T. The ſucceſs of St. Peter's ad- 
dreſs to the people, who ſtood a- 
mazed at the miraculous power 
which he exerted, in the name of 
n over this poor cripple, where- 

y above five - thouſand ſouls were 
converted to the Chriſtian faith, a- 
wakened the fears and jealouſy of 
the rulers; who, being much 
troubled at the preaching of our Sa- 


viour's reſurrection, and making 
him the author of this miracle, came 


with the captain of the temple, 
and ſeized Peter and John, and 
threw them into priſon, till they 
ſhould confult what further mea- 
ſures were neceſſary to be taken to 
put a ſtop, if poſſible, to the ſpread- 
ing of this doctrine, and its effects, 
which were in this inſtance very 
alarming; in the morning therefore 
having cauſed the apoſtles to be 
brought before them, and queſtion- 
ed them, by what authority, and in 
whoſe name this miracle was effect- 
ed; and St. Peter boldly replying, 
that it was wrought by the powet 
and efficacy of the name of Jefus, 

whom 
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whom they had crucified ; and ob- 
ſerving further the conſtancy and 
wiſdsm, wherewith theſe apoſtles 
ſpake, whom they knew to be igno- 
rant and illiterate men, and conſider- 
ing how publickly this miracle was 
done ; they thought it beſt for the 
preſent to dilmiſs them, giving them 
however a ſtrict charge never to 
ſpeak in this man's name any more; 
but tho apoſtles far from being intimi- 
dated by theſe threatenings, appeal- 
ed to the prieſts whether it was more 
juſt to obey them than God, who 
had commanded them to declare 
what they had ſeen and heard; and 
continuing to preach, and perform 
miraculous cures in the city and 
neighbouring towns and villages, 
they were again apprehended by the 
order of the ſanhedrim. Rut on this 
occaſion, God alſo teſtified that he 
had ſet his ſeal to their miniſtry, by 
ſending an angel to deliver them 


out of priſon, and commanding them 


to go and preach the goſpel boldly 
to the people. 8 

S. What became of the apoſtles 
after this miracu!ous delivery ? 

T. Encouraged and commanded 
by this divine meſſenger of their de- 
liverance, they went next morning, 
and preached the goſpel publickly in 
the temple, 

S. What followed upon this? 


T. The prieſts who had aſſem- 


bled in the morning, and given or- 
ders to have the apoſtles brought 
before them, were ſurpriſed to hear 
that the priſon-doors were faſt ſhut, 
but the prifoners were not there to 
be found : at the ſame time other 
perſons came and told them, that 
they ſpake publickly to the people. 
Order therefore was given to lay 
hold on them, and bring them be- 
fore the council. 
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S. What paſſed in the council? 
T. Therulers demanded of them 

why they preached, in the name of 

745 a doctrine which they had 
rbidden. To which St. Peter re- 

turned the ſame anſwer as here- 
tofore. At theſe words they be- 
came furious, and conſulted to put 
them to death: but Gamaliel, a 
Phariſer, whom ſome have ſuppoſed 
a ſecret favourer of the name of 
Chriſt, having reprefented to them, 
that, if this enterpriſe and doctrine 
were of men, they would fall of 
themſelves; but, if of God, all re- 
ſiſtance would be in vain; ſome what 
cooled with this remonſtrance, they 
contented themſelves with cauſing 
the apoſtles to be whipped, and then 
diſmiſſed them with a freſh charge, 
never to teach any more in the 
name of Jeſus. | 

S. Did the apoſtles obey this in- 
junction? 

T. They did not; ſor we read, 
that they came out from the coun- 
cil full of joy, in that they had been 
judged worthy to ſuffer for the name 
of Jeſus; and in a thort time after, 
that the believers had fo increaſed, 
as to make it neceſfary, for the bet- 
ter government of the church, to 
ordain ſeven deacons to be ſtewards 
of the public ſtock, And when 
Stephen, who was moſt diſtinguiſhed 
amongſt the deacons for the giſts 
and graces of the Holy Spirit, preach- 
ed the goſpel and confirmed his 
doctrine with miracles; ſo that not 
only abundance of the Jaity, but 
many of their priefts alſo, embraced 
the goſpel ; we read that falſe wit- 
neſſes were ſuborned to accuſe him 
of blaſphemy before the fanhedrim, 
who condemned him to be ſtoned 
to death. This ſentence” we find 
was immediately executed m—_ 


— at WE — — —— — 1 — 


the city; while this firſt martyr of 
the Chriſtian church with an in- 
vincible conſtancy in imitation of 
his bleſſed maſter, prayed aloud for 
the pardon of his murderers, and be- 
ſought him to receive his ſpirit into 
joy and happineſs. It was on this 
mournful occaſion, that we firſt 
read of Saul, one of this maityr's 
greateſt perſecutors ; but who, be- 
ing converted, was afterwards call- 
ed, Paul, and became an eminent a- 
poſtle of Jeſus Chr iſt. 

S. I ſhould be glad to hear the 
hiſtory of Saul or Paul 4 

T. He was a Phariſee of the trib 
of Benjamin, but born 29 years before 
Chriſt at Tarſus, a Roman colony in 
Cilicia. He was educated under the 
famous Gamaliel, whom I mention- 
ed a little before, doctor of the law. 
Here he made ſo great proficiency, 
that he grew into great reputation 


for his knowledge, and zeal for the 


ſet of dr "nM of which he was a 


ſtrict profeſſor. St. Paul was too 


deeply infected with the fiery genius 
of this ſect which made him zealeully 
join with the enemies of Chri/? in 
the perſecution of his diſciples. He 
not only conſented to the death of 
Stephen, but was a principal in it, by 
taking care of the cloaths of thoſe 
that had borne witneſs againſt him, 


and firſt ſtoned him: and when this 


was done, he was the forwardeſt to 
accept of a commiſſion from the 
ſanhedrim to ſearch for, ſeize, and 
puniſh as many as he found teaching 
or profeſſing the name of Chr:/?. He 
impriſoned many, and beat many 
with rods, to compel them to blaſ- 
pheme the name of Jeſus. In his 
zeal to execute his office, our Lord 
himſelf vouchſaſed perſcnally to ap- 
pear to him, and to call him to the 
apoſtleſhip, as he was in his way to 
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Damaſcus with ſome others of his 
fellow officers, breathing out no- 
thing but vengeance and deſtruction 
againſt the poor Chriſtians. On a 
ſudden, a moſt glorious light fell on 
him, and thoſe that were with him, 
ſo that they fell to the ground in 
great amazement ; and at the fame 
time a voice from heaven was di- 
rected to him, ſaying, Saul, Saul, 
* why perſecuteſt thou me?? To 
which, aſtoniſhed as he was, he an- 
ſwered, Lord, who art thou ?* The 
voice replying, © that it was Jeſus, 
© whom he perſecuted, and that it 


vas hard for him to kick againſt 


* the pricks ;” Saul made anſwer, 
© Lord what will thou have me do ?” 
Upon which he was bid to riſe, and 
go to Damaſcus, and there expect 
what thould be further revealed 
to him. Riſing from the ground, 
Paul found that he had loſt his 
ſight, from the viſion; and being 
led to Damaſcus blind, after three 
days, Auanias, a devout man, and 
one of the ſeventy diſciples, came to 
him, being inſtructed ſo to do by a 
command ke had received from our 
Lord, who appeared to him ; and 
he having laid his hands on him, 
and told him his meſſage, reſtored 
him to ſight, and the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt was conferred on him, 
and he was baptiſed, When Saul 
had thus received his fight, he went 
into the ſynagogues of Damaſcus, 
and preached that faith, of which he 
was ſo lately a bitter perſecutor z 
proving from ſcripture that e/us 
was the Maſſiab. Here, and in Ara- 
bia, whither he journied and preach- 
ed the goſpel for three years (Gal. 
i. 17.) he taught with ſo much zeal 
and ſucceſs, that on his return to 
Damaſcus, he became the object of 


the unconverted Jews who lived 
there, 
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The Life of St. Paul the Apoſtle. 


there, and who dealt with the go- 
vernor to deliver him up to them, 
in order to put him to death. Saul 
being timely informed of this con- 
ſpiracy, and aſſiſted by his friends, 
made his eſcape in the night, by a 
baſket let down over,the city wall. 
Coming from thence to Feruſalem, 
he was introduced to the apoſtles 
there by Barnabas. 
tivity in the cauſe of Chriſt drew on 
him the malice of his countrymen, 
who, intending his death, obliged 
him to retire to Ce/area in Paleſtine; 
from whence, he went by ſea, to 
Tarſus, in the 37th year of Chriſt. 
In the 43d, he accompanied Barna- 
bas to Antioch, where he continued 
one year, converting many, and 
confirming the faithful. Here after 
having collected money for the re- 
lief of the brethren in 7udea, then 
ſorely afflicted by a famine, which 
Agabus the prophet from Feruſalem 
had foretold, ſhould happen in a 
great meaſure over all the world, 
he was deputed with Barnabas to 
viſit and carry theſe contributions to 
their friends in Feruſalem. Having 
executed this commiſſion, on their 
return to Antioch, Simon Lucius and 
Manaen, both prophets, laid their 
hands on Saul and Barnabas, and 
ſent them to preach whither the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhould conduct them. 
It was about this time (A. D. 44.) 


praying, was wrapped. up in the 
third heaven, and heard words un- 
ſpeakable, and was commanded to 
depart quickly from Jeruſalem. Paul 
and Barnabas, with one John, pro- 
ceeded to Cyprus, where they preach- 
ed the goſpel in theſynagogues of the 
Jews ; and meeting at Paphos with 
one Bar-jeſus, a Jew, ſurnamed A- 
mas, that is, Sorcerer, one who had. 


Here, his ac- 


that Saul in an extaſy, as he was 
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deceived the people, and who was 
in great credit with Sergius Paulus, 
the proconſul, Paul upbraiding him 
for his wickedneſs, and invoking 
the name of Jeſus, the ſorcerer was 
ſtruck with blindneſs (A. D. 45.) 
This infliction of divine judgment 
ſo effectually convinced Sergius, 
that he immediately embraced the 
Chriſtian faith. And it is common- 
ly thought that this was the time 
Saul took the name of Haul. | 
From Cyprus, Paul and his com- 


pany went to Perga in Pamplylia; 
and from thence to Anutiach in Piſi- 


dia. Here, at his firſt preaching re- 


demption through Ci, and the 
reſurrection of the dead, he gained 
ſeveral proſelytes, and great crouds 
of the Gentt/es were haptiſed; but 


they were driven from thence by the 


faction of the incredulous 7etus, 
who oppoſed themſelves with all 
manner of contradiction, inſult, and 
blaſphemy. 

From Piſidia, Paul and Barnabas 
came to Jconitin the chief city of 
Lycaonia, where they ſtayed ſome 
time, and converted great numbers 
both of Jews and Gentiles: but a 
tumultuous rabble of ſactious and 
envious Jetus threatening to ſtone 


them, drove them from hence to 


Lyſtra and Derbe, cities alſo of Ly- 
caoia. At Ly/tra, Paul cured A- 


ncas, a Cripple from his mother's 


womb. This miracle procuredthem 
ſo greatreſpect amongſt the idolaters 
of that town, who took them to be 


gods, that they, were ready to pay 


them divine honours, and would 


needs have facrificed to them, which 


the apoſtles with no ſmall difficulty 
hindered. Yet it was not long be- 
fore this fickle people ſpirited up 
by ſome Fes come from Antioch 
and lconium, proceeded even to 
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fone Paul, and having left him for 
dead, he was taken up by his com- 
panions, and recovering, he was 
conveyed next day to Derbe'(A. D. 
end Barnabas, having preach- 
ed the goſpel at Derbe, ventured to 
viſit again the converts at Ly/ra, 
Jeonium, and Antioch in Piſidia, 
where they ſettled elders. At this 
time they traverſed all Piſidia, as 
far as Pamphylia ; preached the word 
at Perga, went down to Attalia, 
where they likewiſe ſettled a church, 
and from thence failed for Antiach 
in Syria; where they related to the 
— the ſucceſs of their preach- 
ing, and how God had opened to 
the Gentiles a door of ſalvation. 
It is certain that Paul ſtayed long 
at Antioch on this occaſion (A. D. 
46.) Nor bave we any parti- 
cular account how he ſpent his 
time for ſome years. Undoubtedly 
he was employed in propagating the 
ofpel ; and it is probable that it was 
in this interval, that St. Paul preach- 
ed the goſpel from Feruſalem to Ily- 
ricum ( Rom. xv. 19.) without mak- 
ing any ftay in thoſe places, where 
others had preached before him 
{ Rom. x. 10.) And it was proba- 
bly during this intexyal that St. Paul 
underwent ſome of theſe ſufferings, 
which he ſo pathetically ſets forth in 
his ſecond epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
xi. 23. Which ſufferings, labours, 
and journeyings, he repreſents him- 
ſelf to have been more abundantly 
engaged in than other Chriſtians; 
that he was often very near death, 
and was expoſed to great hazards; 
that he had ſuffered hunger, thirſt, 
nakedneſs, cold, faſtings, watchings, 
and the fatigues inſeparable from 
long journies, which were under- 


taken without any proſpect of hu- 
© 0 


man ſuccour ; and that he had 


ported himſelf by the labour of his 


own hands, moſt probably by mak. 
ing leather tents for the uſe of thoſy 
that went to the wars. (See 2 Cor, 
xi. 23, and 1 Cor. ix, I,—15, 40, 
xviii. 3.) The next occurrence of 
St. Paul, which St. Luke relates, is 
his withſtanding, together with Bar. 
nabas, ſome Chriſtians, who came 
from Judæa to Antioch, and taught 
the converted Gentiles the neceflity 
of circumciſion, and keeping the 
ritual law of Maſes. Diſſenſions 
growing high, and diviſions increa- 

ing, St. Paul and Barnabas are ſent 
to Jeruſalem on account of this con- 
troverſy; which being debated in a 
council of the apoſtles and elders, 
and decided in favour of the Chriſ- 
tian liberty, a decree was made that 
the Gentiles converted to Chriſtiani- 
ty, ſhould have no greater burden 
laid on them than theſe neceſlary 
things : to abſtain from meats offer- 
ed to idols, from fornication, from 
eating of things ſtrangled, and from 
blood. This was done in the 51ſt 
year of Chrift. 

Paul and Barnabas accompanied 
by Judas ſirnamed Barſabas, and 
Silas, who were both very eminent 
Chriſtians of 7udea, returned to Au- 
tioch, with this decree, at which the 
church was much comforted; tho 
it does not appear, that the ſchiſm 
was entirely healed by this apoſtolic 
reſcript ; for Peter following ſoon 
after, though, at firſt he eat with 
the Gentile converts, yet to avoid 
giving offence to ſome Jews, who 
afterwards came to Antioch, he ſe- 
parated himſelf from, and would no 
longer eat with them: for which 
Paul blamed him openly ; and then 
departed, accompanied by Silas on. 
ly, for Syria, Cilicia, Derbe, and 


Lyra, 
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Zyſra, confirming the brethren, At 
Lyftra, meeting with Timothy, he 
circumciſed him, that he might not 
offend the Jetus of that country, 
and took him with him to preach 
the goſpel in Lycaonia, Phrygia, 
and Galatia; and paſſingover Jonia, 
Eolia, and Lydia, they proceeded 
to Troas in Myſia, where Paul had 
a viſion directing him to pals into 
Macedonia, Taking ſhip therefore 
he landed at Neapolis, a ſea-port 
in Macedonia, on the confines of 
Thrace, and travelled from thence 
to Philippi, where he converted, 


and baptiſed Lydda, a dealer in pur- 7 


ple, and caſt out a ſpirit of divina- 
tion, out of a certain maid-ſervant 


there, which cruelly tormented her. 


The maſters of the maid finding the 
hopes of their gains gone thereby, 
gathered a' multitude, and ſeized 
Paul and Silas, and after drawing 
them before the magiſtrates, and 
procuring them to be whipt, they 
were thrown into priſon, under a 
pretence of attempting to intro- 
duce a new religion. But God ſent 
an earthquake by night, which 
forced open the priſon-gates, and 
ſo terrified the gaoler, that he was 
on the point of killing himſelf, ima- 
gining that the priſoners had made 
their eſcape. But being aſſured by 
St. Paul, that they were there, and 
convinced by the miracle he had 
been witneſs of, that Paul and Si- 
las were the ſervaiits and meſſen- 
gers of God, who had looſed their 
chains, he and all his houſe embtaced 
the doctrine of Feſus Chriſt. In the 
morning the magiſtrates alſo, fear- 
ing they had exceelled their autho- 
rity, prayed them to depart their 
city. ; 


Paul. and Silas being thus ho- 


nourably diſmiſſed, [journeyed to 
Theſſalonica, taking Amphipolis and 
Apollonia in their way. Here Paul, 
according to his cuſtom in other 
places, preached the goſpel in the ſy- 
nagogue of the Jets. But the Jes, 
led away by a falſe zeal, obliged 
him and Silas, aſter having re- 
mained there three Sabbath. days, 
to retire privately out of that city. 
They went, at this time, no fur- 
ther than Berea, and were there 
kindly received, and their doctrine 
was examined, and compared with 
the prophets ; but the ſeditious 
ews of Theſſalonica purſuing them 
thither, ſtirred up the people a- 
gainſt them, and forced Paul to 
withdraw from thence alſo. Paul 
on this occaſion left Silas and Ti- 
mothy at Berea, while he travelled 
to Athens, When he was arrived 
ſafe in this city, he ſent orders for 
the other apoſtles to repair thither 
alſo. Here Paul preached frequent- 
ly in the ſynagogue, and diſputed 
daily with the philoſophers concern- 
ing Feſus and the reſurreCtion from 
the dead ; and afterwards diſcourſ- 


ed publickly and excellently, in 


their moſt ſolemn court of judica- 
ture, concerning the ſuperinten- 
dence of providence, the being of 
a God, and of a laſt judgement; 
but with various ſucceſs. For tho?” 
many heard him gladly,. and em- 


-braced the faith in Cbriſt, among 


whom were Diony/ius the Areopa- 
gite, and the pious woman named 
Damaris; others mocked him, and 
many more were doubtful. 
Timothy being arrived at Athens, 
informed Paul of a perſecution that 
was raiſed againſt the Chri/ltans at 
Thelſalonica. Paul hereupon ſent 
Timothy to the Thæſelunians, for the 
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468 
confirmation of the church, and to 
exhort and encourage them to con- 
tinue ſtedfaſt in the faith, while he 
himſelf proceeded to Corinth. Here 
he continued about a year and a 
half, and lodged, and wrought with 
Aquila, a tent maker ; and receiv- 
ed much comfort by Silas and Ti- 
mothy's return and relation of the 
good ſtate of the faithful at The/ſa- 
I;nica; he made here alſo ſeveral 
converts, amongſt whom was Ste- 
pbanus, and his houſe, and Criſpus 
and Gaius. From Corinth he wrote 
his ficſt epiſtle to the The/ſaloni- 
an, (A. D. 52.) in which he com- 
mends their conſtancy, zeal, and 
charity towards the Chriſtians of 
Macedonia; gives them ſome ad- 
vice concerning the uſe of marri- 
age, the avoiding of idleneſs, immo- 
 derate mourning for the dead, and 

ſeveral other points of government 
and doctrine. And before the cloſe 
-of the ſame year, we read another 
epiſtle of his to the ſame people, 
concerning the day of judgment, 
which, they had been falſely taught, 
was near approaching; and to en- 
courage them to bear their perſe- 
cution patiently, to live in mutu- 
al love and charity; to withdraw 
themſelves from brethren that walk 
diforderly, and hve in idleneſs, 
whom he reproves by his own ex- 
ample ; and commands them to 
work with quietneſs, and eat their 
own bread ; and adviſeth thechurch 
to cenſure thoſe that ſhall be found 
refractory and diſobedient. N. B. 
Some think that St. Paul dictated 
the goſpel to St. Lule at this time. 

Paul, in the mean time, preach- 
ed the goſpel with ſo much ſucceſs, 
that he brought the envy of the Fews 
in that city upon him: and becauſe 
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they blaſphemed his doctrine, anda 
ſed him ill, he gave them up to their 
own reprobate ſenſe: and declar- 
ing his refolution thenceforward to 
go to the Gentiles ; quitted the houſe 
of Aquila, and took up his abode 
at the houſe of Titus Juſtus, a con- 
verted heathen : which ſo exaſpe. 
rated the Jews, that raiſing a tu- 
mult they ſeized Paul, and brought 
him before Gallio, the proconſul of 
Achaia. But when Gallis found they 
had nothing to accuſe him of, ex- 
cepting an attempt to introduce a 
new religion. among them, he re- 


fuſed to take cogniſance thereof, 


and diſmiſſed Paul; who, after 2 


ſtay of one year and fix months in 
their city, failed with Priſcilla and 


Aquila into Syria, and arrived ſaſe 
at Epheſus ; where having reaſon- 
ed with the Jetus in their ſynagogue, 
he ſet forward by himſelf towards 

eruſalem, in order to keep the ap- 


proaching feſtival there. From Je- 
ruſalem he went and ſtayed a ſhort 
time at Anticch; after which he 
paſſed through Galatia and Phry- 


gia, and returning to Epheſus, he 
conferred the giſt of languages and 
prophecy upon ſome-converts, who 


had received only the baptiſm of 
John, and whom therefore he bap- 


tiſed according to the Chriſtian 
form, and confirmed by the laying 
on of his hands. After he had preach- 
ed here in the ſynagogue three 
months, and the Jetos continuing 
to oppoſe the doctrine of Chrift Feſas 
with invincible obſtinacy, he with- 
drew to the ſchool of one Tyrannus, 


- where he continued to preach for 
two years; and, tho' he ſuffered 


much both from the Jews and Gen. 
tiles in this city, God confirmed 
his doctrine with many * 
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and, as ſome learned men imagine, 
providentially, or miraculouſly, de- 
livered him from the wild beaſts, to 
which the people intended to ex- 
poſe him in the theatre, It was du- 
ring Paul's abode at Epheſus, that 
he wrote his epiitle to the Galati- 
ans, about the year of Chri/t 56, 
to inform them that Chri/tians are 
exempt from the obſervation of the 
law of Moſes, and to exhort them 
to a holy life, and to acts of chari- 
ty and beneſicence. 

From Epheſus, St. Paul was de- 
termined to go up to Jeruſalem by 
the way of Macedonia and Achaia : 
but continuing ſome time in 4/a, 
he ſent Timothy and Eraftus into 
Macedonia. In this interval, being 
informed that ſome dangerous con- 
tentions, tending to ſchiſm, and o- 
ther abuſes were ſpringing up in the 
church of Corinth, he wrote (A. 
D. 57.) his firſt epiſtle to the Co- 


rinthians; in which he cenſures and 


reproves them for thoſe diſſenſions 
and diviſions that had crept in a- 
mongſt them, chiefly occaſtoned by 
the pride and worldlywiſdom of their 
teachers, who had adulterated the 
limplicity of the goſpel ; blames 
them for tolerating an infamous in- 
ceſtuous perſon in their church; in- 
forms them how they ought to ex- 
erciſe the eccleſiaſtical diſcipline 
and cenſures againſt perſons guilty 
of ſuch ſcandalous enormities ; ex- 
horts them not to bring differences 
that might happen among them be- 
fore the heathen courts, but ami- 


cably to terminate the ſame a- 


mong themſelves; ſharply cenſures 
them for fornication, practiſed a- 
mong them ; treats of marriage, 
and the mutual duties of mar- 
ried perſons, as allo of virgins and 


widows ; diſcourſeth of things Of 
fered to idols, how far it was law- 
ful to eat of them; treats of the. 
maintenance due to the miniſters of 
the church ; reproves abuſes crept 
into the church; treats of ſpiritual 
gifts, and of the reſurrection of the 
dead, and exhorts to a liberal con- 
tribution to the poor ſaints at Ju- 
dæa. | 

While the apoſtle was now at 
Epheſus, he was accuſed by one 
Demetrius, a filver-ſmith, of ruin- 
ing the trade of making little mo- 
dels of the temple, and images of 
Diana at Epheſus, which were ſold 
to ſtrangers and pilgrims, who 
flocked from all parts to ſee that 
wonder of the world; and of ſub- 
verting the worſhip of that goddeſs 
by the religion, which he preached. 
This accuſation, backed with the 
fury and reſentment of the tumul- 
tuous workinen in that craft, the 
whole city was in an uproar, and 
Paul with much difficulty ſaved by 
the town-clerk. After this he, with 
Timothy, embarked for Macedonia; 
and here he received by letter the 
good news of the Corinthians refor- 
mation; and wrote a ſecond letter 
to them, in which, having defend- 
ed his doctrine and apoſtleſhip, a- 
gainſt the accuſations and calum- 
nies of ſome falſe apoſtles, and ac- 
counted for not having viſited them 
as he intended; gives an account 
why he wrote with ſo much vche- 
mence and ſeverity againſt the in- 
ceſtuous perſon, and exhorts them, 
on the repentance and godly ſorrow 
which he had maniſEſted, to receive 
him again into their communion z 
and after giving them many eat neſt 
exhortations with reſpect todocti ine 
and a holy life, heſhews them the ex- 
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cellence ofthis own miniſtry above 
that of thoſe falſe apoſtles, whoſe 
calumnies obliged him to this boaſt- 
ing ; and threatens ſeverity, and 
the exerciſe of his apoſtolic power, 
againſt obſtinate ſinners, except they 
repent, From Corinth St. Paul dic- 
tated his letter to the Romans, in 
the beginning of the year 58, when 
be was upon the point of parting 
from thence for Jeruſalem, with 
the collections of the churches of 
Macedonia and Achaia. The apo- 
ſtle's aim in this epiſtle, was to 
eſtabliſh them in the doctrine of 
the holy goſpel, againſt thoſe er- 
rors, ſchiſms, and ſcandals, which 
even at that time began to be fo- 
mented amongſt Chri/tians ; to give 
them a brief inſtruction concerning 
the chief articles of the Chriſtian 
religion, and of the ſaving benefits 


and tranſcendent privileges we re- 


ceive in and by Chrift, and to lead 
them to an underſtanding of the 
accompliſhment of the promiſes 


made by Aeſes and the prophets, 
2 | 


c. | 
_ Having ſtaid three months in 
theſe parts, St. Paul returned into 
Macedonia: made a ſhort ſtay at 
Philippi, where he kept his Eaſter; 
embarked there for Treat, where 
he reſtored to life a young man 
named Eutychus, who had been kil- 
led by a fall from the third ſtory of 
the houſe where Paul was preach- 
ing ; and after remaining here ſe- 
ven days, he travelled by land to 
' Hffes or Apollonia, where meeting 
his company that came by fea from 
Troas, they take ſhipping together 
for Mitylens. From thence coming 
to Miletus, he ſent for the elders of 
the church of pbeſus, and earneſtly 


_ "exhorted them to their duty, and 


foretold them all the ſufferings that 
ſhould ſhortly befal him at Jeruſalem; 
and having encouraged them topati. 
ence and reſignation on his account, 
and prayed with them, he took a 
moſt affectionate leave of them, and 
ſailed to Coos, from thence to Rhodes 
and to Patara, and landed at laſt at 
Tyre. At this laſt place St. Paul 
ſtopped ſeven days; after which he 
proceeded to Ptolemais, and from 
thence to Cz/area : where the pro- 
phet Agabus foretold that the Fews 
at Jeruſalem would deliver up $t, 
Paul bound into the hands and 
power of the Gentiles : which was 
ſo far from intimidating him, that 
when his friends would have there- 
upon diſſuaded him from taking this 
journey, he declared his noble re- 
ſolution even to ſuffer death for the 
name of the Lord Jeſus. From 
Cæ ſarea they travelled by land to 
Feruſalem, about the time of the 
Penteceſt, where the brethren glad- 
ly received them. Tbe next day 
after their arrival, they viſit St. 
James; and all the elders of the 
church are aſſembled, to whom St. 
Paul repreſented the ſucceſs of his 
miniſtry among the Gentiles, He 
is here adviſed to purify himſelf (ac- 
cording to the law) with four other 
Chriſtian Jews, who had made a 
vow of a Nazarite, to refute the ca- 
lumnies of being a deſerter of the 
law of Moſes. But this project lit- 
tle availed ; for ſome unbelieving 
Fews came from Aſia to the feaſt, 
and ſeeing him in the temple, cry 
out againſt him as a declared ene- 
my to the nation, the law, and the 
temple ; accuſed him of polluting 
the temple, by bringing Gentiles in- 
to it; and having raiſed a great tu- 
mult, endeayoured to kill him, we 

| ao 


not the Roman tribune, C. Lyſias, 
come with a guard and reſcued him 
out of their hands, and ſecured him 
in the caſtle Antonia, where the 
garriſon lay. Paul finding by ſeve- 
ral inſtances that he was to expect 
no favour or juſtice from the peo- 
ple or courts at Feruſalem, and that 
a number of zealots had conſpired 
to ſlay him, declaring himſelf to be 
a Roman, and applying to Ly/ias, 
he gave him a ſafe convoy by night, 
and conducted him to Cæſarea in 
Cilicia, where Felix, the governor 
of the province, reſided, who con- 
fined him in Hered's palace. Five 
days after the high-prieſt, and a 
certain orator with him, camedown 
to Ce/area to implead Paul before 
Filix, but could make out nothing 
againſt him. Here Felix conde- 
ſcended to hear Pau preach the 
goſpel, and hoped to draw money 
from him, in order to give him his 
liberty; but finding himſelf diſap- 
pointed, and obliged two years af- 
ter to reſign his place to gratify the 
Jus, he left the apoſtle a priſoner. 

Portius Feſtus ſucceeding Felix, 
Paul was afreſh accuſed before him 


by the high-prieſt and council, and, 


application was made to ſend Hm 
to Jeruſalem to be tried there, in- 
tending to have him murdered. by 
the way: but Paul refuſing to go 
down to Jeruſalem, and appealing 
to the hearing of Cæſar at Rome, 
he was put on board a ſhip of 4- 
dramyttium, and arrived ſafe at 
Myra in Lycia. Here they found 
a ſhip of Alexandria bound for /taly, 


in which Paul embarked, but he 


was ſhipwrecked in the voyage on 
the iſland of Malta, aſter a ſtorm 
which laſted fourteen days. The 
chabitants received the ſbip's com- 
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pany with great humanity ; ' and 
obſerving that a viper had faſtened 
upon St. Paulis hand as he gathered 
up ſticks to throw on the fire, 
which they had made to dry them- 
ſelves by, without doing him any 
harm, they took him for a God ; 
in which opinion they were mare 
confirmed, by his immediately and 
miraculouſly curing the father of 
Publius, the chief man of the iſland, 
of a fever and bloody flux. Ne con- 
tinued in this iſland three months, 
healing their ſick : and then he 
failed to Syracuſe, where they re- 
freſhed themſelves for three days, 
and then ſet out for Rhegium, and 
two days after to Putes/i; from 
whence, after having reſted there 
ſeven days, he ſet out for Rome. 
The brethren of that city being in- 
formed of St. Paul's arrival at Pu- 
teoli, went out to meet him as far 
as Appii. ſorum, and the Three Ta- 
verns. 

St. Paul being arrived at Rome, 
was permitted to dwell apart by 
himſelf, under the guard of a ſol- 
dier, who was his keeper. Hare 
he remained two whole years in his 
own houſe, receiving all that would 
hear him ; and preached the king- 
dom of God, and the religion of 
Jeſus Chri/t, from the beginning 
of February 61, to the ſame time 
in 63, at full liberty, without any 
interruption from the ſtate. In 
this time, he converted ſeveral per- 
ſons of diſtinction, ſome of whom 
were of - the emperor's houſhold. 
During his confinement at Rome, 
he was viſited by Epaphroditus, bi- 
ſhop of Philippi, about the year 62, 
by whom St. Paul wrote to the 
Philitpians a letter of thanks for 
their ſeaſonable relief of him; came 
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mends their conſtancy and faith; 
and exhorts them to brotherly love 
and unity, and to the practice and 
; Exerciſe of all Chri/t:an virtues and 
graces; and warns them againſt 
judaiſing teachers. About the ſame 
time he converted Cneſamus, a fu- 
gitive ſervant, and ſent him back 
to his maſter Philemon with a let- 
ter. And hearing that the'church 
at Coloſſe had beendeceived by teach- 


ers that mingled the philoſophy of 


the Greeks, and ſome ceremonial 
obſcrvations of the Moſaical law, 
with the ſimplicity of the evange- 
lical doctrine, and perſuaded them 
that they ought not to approach to 


God by Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe he is 


raiſed too high above us; but by 

the angels, who, they ſaid, are our 
mediators; he writ to them to un- 
deceive them ; extolling the media- 
torial office of Jeſus Chrift ; cau- 
tioning them againſt ſuch falſe 
teachers, and concluding with ex- 
cellent rules for the conduct of their 
lives. 

After remaining two years a pri- 
ſoner at Rome, and the Jews not 
appearing within the time limited 
to proſecute the appeal before the 
emperor, St. Paul was ſet at liber- 


ty. Soon after his enlargement, it % 


is thought, he writ his epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, addreſſed to the faithful 
in Paleſtine, in which he treats at 
large of the tranſcendent excellen- 
cy of the perſon and offices of Jeſus 


Chrift z and proves that true juſti- 


fication cannot be obtained by the 
obſervation of the law, but muſt 
be ſought for by faith in Jeſus 
Chr:i/t, and proceed from his grace; 
and he further evinces, That the 
Jevitical prieſthood, and legal ce- 
remonies, are all abaliſhed by the 
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prieſthood of Jeſus Chrift, and by 
the inſtitutions of the Chriftian re- 
ligion ; gives an excellent deſcrip. 
tion of faith, and of its miraculous 
power and efficacy, and of the pro- 
perties of Chriſtian hope and pa- 
tience, and alſo of the duties of 
Chriſtian love and charity. 

St. Paul, being now releaſed, 
travelled over [taly ; and, ſome ſay 
alſo, into Spain and Britain : from 
thence to Judæa and Epheſus, where 
heleft Timothy; and to Crete, where 
he alſo fixed Titus with epiſcopal 
power; and to Philippi, where (in 
64) he wrote the firſt epiſtle to 
Timothy, in which he deſcribes the 
particular duties of a biſhop, and 
gives him advice for his particular 


conduct, &c. to Nicopolis, where 


he wrote to Titus in Crete (in 64.) 
In which epiſtle he alſo lays 
down the duties of a biſhop, &c. 
and inſtructs him how to behaveto- 
wards perſons of all conditions. In 
the year 65, Paul went to Troas, 
and thence to Epheſus and Miletus, 
where he left Traphimus ſick ; and 
in the ſame year he arrived a ſecond 
time at Rome, where he applied 
himſelf to the miniſtry of the goſ- 
pel; wrote his epiſtle to the Ephe- 
ans, and to the other churches in 
Aſia, to inſtruQ them in the great 
myſteries of faith, redemption, and 
juſtification by the death of Chriſt, 
of the-privileges and immunities of 
believers, of the calling in of the 
Gentiles, and of the union of both 
Yews and Gentiles in one common 
body, of which Chri/t Jeſus is the 
head. In ſhort, be made ſuch pro- 
greſs in making converts to Chri- 
Hianity, that Nero taking umbrage, 


as it is ſaid, at his converſion of | 


Poppæa Sabina, one of his concu- 
„„ «— 


r 


bines, to the faith, cauſed him to 
be impriſoned, and at laſt to be be- 
headed at the place called the Sal- 
vian Waters, on the 2gth'of June, 
66 ; or as Euſebius rather chuſes to 
place his martyrdom, in the year 
of Chriſt 68, three years before 
the deſtruction of Feruſalem. 
Thus J have given you a ſhort 
hiſtory of St. Paul, and the firſt 
propagation of Chriſtianity by that 
apoſtle. And with this I now con- 
clude the hiſtory of the New Tel- 
tament; moſt earneſtly beſeeching, 
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the moſt high God, and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, to give you 
his Holy Spirit, that he may guide 
you into the way of all truth, eſta - 
biſh the faith and doctrine of Jeſus 
Chrift in your hearts, againſt all the 
inventions and ſubtleties of wicked, 
preſumptuous, and deſigning men; 
whoſe end is perdition, and whoſe 
glory in ſeducing the young, illite- 
rate, and unexperienced, will be 
their ſhame and confuſion in the 
great day of the Lord. 


— 


F A. 
ARON born 7 
A meets Moſes 82 


accompanies Moſes to 


Pharaoh — 3 
— Works miracles before Pharaoh 
| 84 

— makes a golden calf 108 


— anointed prieſt —— 111 
—— his death 
Abel murdered by Cain —— 21 
Abihu ſtruck dead 
Abijam ſucceeds Rehoboam 245 
—— defeats Jeroboam — ib. 
—— his death and burial ib. 
Abimelech made king —< 181 
—— ſlain by a woman — 183 
Abiram, his preſumption and death 120 
Abner made general — 201 
— makes Iſhboſheth king 214 
— ſlain by Joab 215 
Abraham commanded to leave his own 
country — 
— pitches his tent at Sichem 45 
removes to mount Ephraim ib. 
—— enters Egypt — ib. 
—— denies Sarah ib. 
— returns to Bethe! —— 2 


— ſeparates from Lot ib. 
— reſcues Lot — 47. 
— his vifon — 48 


P 

Abraham circumciſed — * 
entertains three angels ib. 
— import cf his name 50 
pleads for Sodom and Gomor- 

rah — — ib. 
—— removes to Gerar — 52 
—— offers to ſacrifice his fon 54 


—— buries Sarah — 55 

marries Keturag — ib. 
—— his children by her ib. 
— his death — — 36 


Abſalom ſlays Ammon — 223 
— uſurps the crown — 224 
—ſlain by Joab — 227 
Achan, his puniſhment — 153 
Adam created 

where placed 
—— eats of the forbidden fruit 17 
—— caſt out of Paradiſe — 19 
—— death of | 
Adoni. bezek taken 169 
Adullam, where fituated — _ 207 
ZEneas, the cripple, healed 465 
Agabus foretels St. Paul's ſufferings 


70 

Agag, king of the Asie Tala 
by Samuel 201 
Ahab ſucceeds Omri — 249 
—— judgments denounced againſt him 
ib. 

Ahab 
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Ahab upbraids Elijah — — 2 50 
—— accepts the propoſals of that 
prophet 251 
—— defeats the Syrians 252 
— _— Naboth —— 25 
— makes an expedition againſt Ra- 
moth-gilead - 254 
— - {lain by the Syrians —— 
Ahaſuerus ſucceeds Xerxes — 4300 
— divorces Vaſhti — 301 
— marries Eſther ib. 
—— — rewards Mordecai 301 


— — 


———— cauſes Haman to be hanged 302 


bliſhes a decree in LI of 
| the je ew — 303 
ants a commiſſion to to Ezra ib. 
Ahaz acceeds Jotham =w— 275 
—— defends Jeruſalem againſt Rezin 
and Pekah ib. 
— his wickedneſs . — ib. 
— defeated by Pekah — 276 
—— delivered by Tiglath * ib. 
Ahaziah ſucceeds Ahab —— — 
— makes a treaty with os 


y Jehu 
Abjah — Jeroboam's queen 


— foretels the death of her child 


ib, 
Ahitophel, his counſel to Abſalom 226 
— hangs himſelf 


ib. 
Ai taken by Joſhua  ——— 154 


Alexander the Great, when born 309 
— his conqueſts ib. 
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[px | 
— kills 6000 of the peo — 339 
— hires a large wer e's 0 
ries ib, 
— makes the Moabites a and Am. 
monites tributaries 


— — 


ib. 
ib. — — the greateſt part of his ar. 


— ö. 
— — 2 $ $0,000 Jews ib, 
— —_ by the * ib. 
— gains advantaghs over the Jews 

ib, 


— is monſtrous cruelty — 
— dis death D 
Alexandra, queen to Alexander Jan- 
næus, placed at the head of the 4 
Ma 1 1 * 
— makes Hyrcanus high- 10 
— ber death — ib. 


— —— 


Alphæus, who — 459 
Altar, made by Moſes, what 10 
, how many — 
Amalekites, who — 99 
— hiſtory ß — 148 
Amaziah ſucceeds Joaſn 2 
— reduces the Edomites 

— taken by Jehoa — 16h 
— killed at Lachiſh ——- ib. 
Ambroſius, Ww obo — $6 
Amaſa made general — 227 
— ſlain by od — 228 
Ammon ſucceeds Manaſſeh 281 


— murdered by his own nm 
Ammonizes defeated by Jephtha 185 


— ſpares Jeruſalem — 310 Amorites defeated _ 125 
— his death ib. — their religion ——— ib. 
Alexander king of Syria 324 Amos, when he propheſied 270 
— marries the daughter of Ptolemy Anakims, who — 159 
ib. Ananias reſtores Paul to fight wy 
— his favour to Jonathan Macce- Andrew becomes a diſciple of Chri 
bus — bd. 350 
| w=— flain by Zabdiel — ib. — called to the apoſtleſhip 355 
Alexander Jannzus made king 329 — account oßü — 3 
— vanquiſhed by Ptolemy ib, —— his travels a 
— crucified at Petra — ib. 


— takes Gadara and Amathus 3 30 
— defeated by Theodorus 

— takes Gaza 
— his creelty in that city 


ib, 


* Antediluvians, their great age, = 
i 


125 


| the 
Antiochos, his * to 1 


Page 


Antiochus ſlain by Elymais 374 
Antiochus Epiphanes made king 3 


ria 
— ſells che high prĩeſthood ib. 


— takes Jeruſalem by ſtorm 315 


— — I 

2 his cruelty to the Jews ib. 
— cauſes the temple to be dedi- 

cated to Jupiter Olympus ib. 
— dis terrible death — 318 
Antiochus Eupator made king of Sy- 

ria — 318 
— makes peace with Judas 320 
— marches againſt judas with a 

prodigious arm —— 321 
— (akes Bethſura — ib. 
— makes peace with Judas ib. 
—— orders the fortifications of the 

temple to be demoliſhed — ib. 
—— defeats the army of Philip ib. 
pat to death by Demetrius 322 
Antiochus Theos made king of Syria 


——— ſlain by Tryphon — ib. 

Antiochus Soter marries agen 
32 

— drives Tryphon out of Syria, 

and takes poſi of the throne ib. 

—— demands Joppa, Gaza, and the 

fortreſs of Jeruſalem — —— ib. 

— his amy defeated by — 

| 11 

— impoſes hard terms on Hy reanus 

327 

— ſlain with his whole army by an 


inſurre ction — 1 


| Antiochus Gryphus made king of Sy- 


ria — 327 
Antipater made procurator of Judza 
— 333 


— ſpoiſonesi.xkwyamͤ — ib. 


Apocrypha, what — 11 
Apoſtle, what 377 
Arad defeated 123 


Ararat, mountains of, where 32 


Arabians, their character 7 
— never conquered ib, 
Archelaus left governor of Judza, I- 

dumza, and — — 34 
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Archelaus drove out by his ſfubjeQs 344 

Arimathea, Joſeph of, begs the body 

of Jeſus 432 

Arioch, who 46 

Aritobulus, Judas, made high. prieſt 
2 


3 
b. — uſurps the title of king 329 


— his cruelty to his mother and 
brethren ib. 
— his death — ib. 
Ark of Noah, account of — 30 
— of God, what 105 
—— of God taken by the Philiſtines 
194 

—— ſent back to Bethſhemeth d. 
— ſent to Kirjath-jearim 195 
brought up by David 219 
Aſa ſucceeds Abijam 245 
—— purges Judah from idolatry ib. 
—— invaded by Zerah, king ot on 


—— removes his mother for idolatry 


ib; 
— demoliſhes Ramah 247 
— his death and burial ib, 


Aſhdod, where fituated — 191 
Aſher, families of 132 


Ariſtobulus, ſon of Alexander ſannæus, 


meditates a revolution | 331 


| —— obtains the crown and pontificate 
| | 2 
 ——- defeated by 2 *. 


—— made priſoner by Pompey ib. 
— eſcapes from Rome — ib, 
—— retaken by Gabinius — ib. 
— ————— 7 
Aſkelon, where fituated — 191 
Aſphaltites, what —— 51 
Aſſy rians firſt invade Judah — 272 


Athaliah ſucceeds Ahaziah 265 
— ſlain by Jehoiada — ib. 
Atlas, who — — 25 
Azariah, Ozias, or Uzziah, ſucceeds 

Amaziah — 268 


—— his viQories 269 

—— fortifies Jeruſalem — ib, 

—— his monſtrous preſumption ib, 

— his puniſhment ib. 

— his death — 270 
B. 

Baal, who 


— — 127 
Baaſu 


476 The 


Page 

Baaſha ſacceeds Jeroboam — 246 
— his death and burial — 247 
Babel, the building of 39 
— its dimenſions 40 
Bacchides kills Judas Maccabæus 323 
—— treats the adherents to the 
Maccabees with cruelty 
— recalled by Demetrius 
— —— makes peace with Jonathan 


*. i 

Balaam goes to Balak — 126 

—  — informs Balak of the ſucceſs 
of Iſrael — 127 
his advice ib. 
Balak ſends for Balaam '— 126 


Baptiſm common among the Jews 345 
—— that of John, not the ſame 

with the Chriſt:an ib. 
Baptiſt, St. John the, who — 340 
—— — leaps in his mother's 9 


———. preaches on the banks of Joe- 
dan 
ho his baptiſm differs from 
the Chriſtian ——— 346 
——— how he paſſed his life ib. 
—— his great virtue — ib. 
——— baptiſcs at Bethabara 347 
—— Ceclares himſelf not the Meſ- 
Lare baptiſes Jeſl 
—— baptiſes Jelus ——— 3 8 
. of him i 
points out Chriſt to the multi- 
tude 


4 
—— baptiſes at /Enon 
——— declares that Jeſus is the Met. 


— 1 


fiah — — ib. 
does to the court of Herod 
Antipas 4 


—— calt into priſon 


a 
—— ſends two diſciples to Jelus 


380 
— bebeaded 386 
— Where buried ib, 


— the Elias foretold by the pro- 
phets 394 
Barak defeats Siſera 175 
Baris, the famous palace of, begun by 
Hyrcanus 
Berotus, account of 28 
Bartholomew becomes a diſciple of 
. Chriſt 


rm nt mn ——— 


— ib. 
323 


359 
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Bartholomew, account of 
travels to India ib. 
returns to the weſtern parts of 


Aſia 


ib. 
cruciſied at Albobas: — bb. 
Baſhan, where ſituated 5 
Bethabara, where 
John the Baptiſt baptiſes then 


ib. 

—— the diſciples of Chril baptiſe 
there 352 
Beaſts clean and unclean, what 35 
Belſhazzar ſucceeds Loboroſoarchod 


2 
—— defeated by the Medes d. 
ſlain — — ib. 


Belus, flight of 99 
Beohadad hired by Aſa —— 247 
— dqefeated and taken by Ahab 
252 
Benjamin, families of * 
8 their immoralities 172 
—— 20,000 of them ſlain 173 
their ſtratagem to obtain _ 

j 


Bethany, account o. 401 
where ſituated 4s 
Bethel taken — 
Betheſda, what, and where and 


3 
Bethlehem, where fituated 342 
—— Chriſt born there ib. 
maſſacre at — 343 


Bethphage, where ſituated — 418 
Bible, the foundation of all neceſlary 

knowledge 7 
why ſo called — a 10 


— how divided ib. 
Bildad, the Shuhite, who — 145 
Boaz marries * — 177 
Cabbala, what 389 
Cadmus, flight of go 
Cæſarea Philippi, account of 391 
Cain born 20 


murders his brother Abel 21 


—— his ſemence ——— 22 
genealogy of 24 
Caleb ſent to ipy the land 449 


—— whether governor after Joſbua 


168 


R Aaron 105 
Calf, a golden, made by EIT 


e 
4 
. 


Page 


Calvary, mount, where, —— 448 


Camby ſes ſucceeds Cyrus — 297 
—— ſlain — ib. 
Commandments delivered by God 102 
Cana, where ſituated ©) 
— water made wine there ib. 
Canaan, why curſed by Noah 37 
land of, where ſituated 44 
Canticle-of Simeon —— 343 
Capernaum. where ſituated 350 
—— — Chriſt reſides there — ib. 
Cattle created 13 
Cecrops, flight of — 90 
Centurion; what ————— 379 
—— his faith ib. 
Chaos, what 11 
Chariots, how uſed by the ancients in 


war — 175 
Chriſtians of St. Thomas, an account 
of | 374 


Conſecration of prieſts 111 
Corah, bis preſumption and death 120 


Corban, what — — 389 
Coſby ſlain by Phineas — 128 
Creation of che world, what 11 
Cyrene, city of 447 


Cyrus, ſucceeds Darius — 295 
— permits the Jews to return into 

their own country 
— his death ———— 296 


— db. 


D. 
Dagon, account of that deity 192 
Daimanutha, an account of 391 


Damaris converted 
Dan, family of —— 132 
Danaus, flight of 
Daniel carr:ed captive to Babylon 


299 

——— iaterprets the king's dream 
292 

his dreams — 293 


— interprets the miraculous hand- 

writing — 294 
—— =. made fiſt preſident — ib. 
— thrown into the lion's den 


95 
—— his viſion of the ſeventy weeks 


— his death  ——— 205 


Darius acquires the Babyloniſh king- 


dom — — — 294 


Wenne 


-Debir taken 
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Darius divides the empire into one 
hundred and twenty provinces 294 


— his death 295 
Darius, king of the Medes 298 
confirms Cyrus's decree in fa- 

your of the Jews ib. 
his dean — 299 

Dathan, bis preſumption and death 
120 

David anointed king 202 


— — 3 on the harp to Saul ib. 


nls Goliah 203 

—— Saul's hatred of him 204 
—— makes a covenant with Jorathan 
ib, 


marries Michael —— ib. 
flies to Samuel at Ramah 205 


flies to Nob — 206 
eſcapes Adullam — 207 
defeats the Philiſtines ib. 


flies from Saul - 207 
cuts off the ſkirt of his robe 208 
denied refreſhments by Nabal 


marries Abigail T 
flies to Achiſh, king of Gath 
| | 210 

deſeats the Amalekites ib. 
goes to Hebron 213 
made king —— 215 
takes the fort of Zion ib. 
defeats the Philiſtines 219 
brings up the ark of God ib. 
takes Gm  ————Þ. 
defeats the Syrians andEdomites 
220 

defeats the Ammonites 221 
—— Cauſes Uriah to be lain ib. 
—— marries Bathſheba — 222 


— bis repentance — 223 
— flies from Abſalom 274 
—— mourns for Abſalom 22 
—— makes Solomon his ſucceflor 
| 230 
—— gives Solomon a plan of the 
rempie _— | 231 
—-- his death ib. 
— his character 272 


Dead-fea, Where — 51 
— 169 


Deborah governs Ilracl — 174 


478 The 

| Page 
Deborah defeats Siſera ' — 17 
ber triumphant ſong 17 
Decapolis, account of — 390 
Dedication, feaſt of, what 403 
Deluge, account Ka, 30 
Demetrius, his 22 322 
— made king of Syria ib. 


ſends Bacchides with an army 
into Judza ib. 
recalls him —— 323 
— fſlain by Alexander 324 
Deſert, what 
Deucalion, flood of 
Demetrius Nicanor made king of Syria 
24 

—— ſummons]onathan before = 


—— makes peace with Jonathan 


325 

—— — withdraws the garriſon from 
Acra ib. 
—— ſaved dy Jonathan ib. 


—— defeated and drove out of Sy- 


ria by Tryphon ib. 
— td. we by Jonathan ib. 
———— vanquiſhed by Michridates 326 

— on the Syrian throne - 
J 327 
— — his death —— bb. 
— 7 


Diony ſius — 


Earth, how divided after the flood 40 
Farthquake, a terrible one 451 
Eclipſe, a ſupernatural one of the ſun 


450 


Eden, garden of 15 
— _ droge 15 16 
—— guarded by an ange 19 
Edomites, hiſtory f 15 


Eglon, city of, taken 
— king of Moab, oppreſſes Iſrael 


173 

8 by . — bb. 
plagues o 84 
Egyptians, their notion of the creation 
—— learning of 91 


— _— language 92 
— TO] 
— — — in the Red - ſea 95 
Thud delivers Iſrael 173 
Ekron, where ſituated 192 


4 
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248 
—— aſlafiinated —— . 
Eleazar, the ſon of Aaron, made 15 


— buries the bones of Joſeps 


5 

death of 10 
Elijah — judgments againſt 
Ahab 249 


— fed by ra ravens * 


— xaiſes the widow's ſon 


—— puts to death the prieſts of Baal 


251 
—— flies to Horehd —— . 
— anoints Eliſha —— 282 
— carried into heaven 257 
Eli, his family 193 
—— his death ib. 
Elim, where ſituated — 97 
Eliphaz, the Temanite, who 144 
Eliſha anointed by Elijah — 252 
—— ſends amiraculous ſupply of 5 
2 
forms ns ſeveral miracles. 2 
—— heals Naaman 5 
— takes the Syrians ſent de ſent to fetch 
him priſoners 260 


— foretels plenty in Samaria 26i 


—— anoints Hazael king of on 
263 
— ſends a * to anoint * 


—— his death þ 
Eliſabeth, wife of Zacharias 340 
— her anſwer to the bleſſed Vir- 
gin — 341 
Elon governs Iſrael 186 
Ely mas, the ſorcerer, ſtruck blind 465 
Emmaus, where fituated — 455 5 
Chriſt — to his „ 


Eogedi, ftrong holds of, where 208 
Enoch born 24 


tranſlated into heaven 25 
Enos, account of . 
Ephod, what 107 


Ephraim, families of | —— 132 
Ephraimites defeated by Jephtha =” 
Epocha of the Greek chronology 28 
Erythros, of the Greeks, who 

Eſau born 
— ſells his birthright to Jacob 12 


i Page 
rau marries two wives — 5 
s deprived of his bleſſing by his 
brother ib. 
— marries a daughter of W 
ib. 
— meets his brother Jacob 64 
— dis poſterity — 6 
—— the Erythros of the Greeks ib. 


Eſther married to Ahaſuerus 300 
— obtains favour for the Jews 303 
Evangeliſts, why ſo called 339 


Eve taken from Adam — 15 
—— eats of the forbidden fruit 17 
—— Caſt out of Paradiſe — 19 
—— bears Cain 
— bears Seth ———— 2 
Evil-Merodach ſucceeds. Nebuchad- 
nezzar 292 
—— — ſlain by his own relations ib. 
Eutychus reſtored to life — 470 
Ezekiel propheſies at Jeruſalem 286 
Ezra commiſſioned to lead the Jews 
back to their own country 303 
— iaſlitutes a faſt 304 
—— ſaid to ſettle the canon of the 
Old I ib. 


Firmament, when mel> = Ys 
Fiſh created 13 
Flood, account * 30 


Gabinius made governor in Syria 332 
— confirms Hyrcanus in the 


prieſthood ib. 
transfers the civil adminiſtra- 
tion from the ſanhedrim ib. 


Gad, families of 131 
—— tribe of, their poſſeſſion 135 
Gadarens, country of, what 383 
Galileans maſſacred by Pilate, who 


402 
Galilee, where ſituated — |! 353 
— —— the ſtate of ib. 
—— — Nahum, Jonah, and Malachi, 

born there 399 
Gath, where fituated  — — 191 
Gaza, where ſituated — ib. 
Gedaliah made governor of Judah 

| 2387 
—— ſlain by Iſhmael — 289 
Genneſareth, lake of, what 355 
Gerar, where ſituated — 52 
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Gethſemane, account of — 
Gezer, city of, taken ——— 157 
Gibeon, city of 156 
Gibeonites make peace with Iſrael 


I 
account of — =— 17 


6 Gideon deſtroys the altar of Baal 


178 
delivers Ifrae] — 6 
takes Oreb and Zeb 180 
Gilgal, where ſituated — 152 
Golgotha, what — 448 
Goliah defies Iſrael 202 
—— ſlain by David — — 203 
Gomorrah deſtroyed by fire and brim - 
ſtone — — 51 


Goſpel, what — 339 
H. 
Hagar bears Iſhmael — 48 


circumciſed —— 49 
—— turned out of doors by Abra- 
ham — — — 53 
dwells in the wilderneſs of 
W k — ib. 
aggai, when he prophefied 2 
Hence by Mo bes — * 
— his poſterity — 35 
—— Where ſettled ————— 41 
Haman, his hatred of the Jews 300 
—— hanged by the king's command 
02 
Heber the Kenite, w bo — 
Hebron taken — I 
Herod made governor of Galilee 
—— cited before the ſanbedrim ib. 
—— flies to Damaſcus — ib, 
—— obtains the government of Cœ- 
loſyria — b. 
— Cauſes Malacus to be murdered 


ib. 
— marries Meriamre — 334 
—— accuſed to Mark Anthony ib. 
—— made tetrarch ib. 
—— eſcapes from Jeruſalem ib. 
—— made king of ſudæa 335 
—— relieves Maſſada — I 


—— defeats the troops of Antigonus 
ib 


ib. 
— takes ſeruſalem by ſtorm ib. 
—— cuts off the members of the ſan- 

hedrim ib. 
—— viſits Oddaviauus at Rhodes 336 
2 Herod 


— — — — ge 


450 


— kills himſelf 


5 | Page 
Herod confirmed in his kingdom 336 
— puts Alexandra his mother, and 
Marramne his wife, to death ib. 
— puts his ſon Antipater to death 
ib. 
—— his advances to idolatry « 337 
—— rebuilds the temple — ib 
— his uneaſineſs at the report of 
the wiſe-men 343 
—— maſſacres all the children in Beth- 
> lehem ib. 


— his loathſome ſickneſs and death 


lee and Petrza — ib. 
perſecutes the Chriſtians 358 
Herodias, her inceſtuous cohabitation 

with Herod —ſ 385 


— procures John the Baptiſt to be 


beheaded ib. 
— baniſhed to Lyons, in Frar ce 
— dies miſerably ib. 


Hezekiah ſucceeds Aha: — 277 


purges the land of idolatry ib. 
— defeats the Philiſtines ib. 


— his life lengthened — ib. 


— his death 280 
Hiel, his attempt to rebuild Jericho 


255 

Hiliodorus ſent to plunder the tempie 
| 314 

—— ſtruck down by angels ib. 
— poiſons Seleucus — bb. 
Hinnom, valley of 217 
Holofernes ſlain by Judith 288 


Holy Ghoſt, deſcent of — 461 


Hopbni, ſlainĩ?G — 194 


— 123 


Hor, mount of 


_ Hoſea, when he propheſied 270 


Hoſhea murders Pekah — 273 
—— made king of Iſrae!l — id. 
—— taken priſoner by Shalmanezer, 
and dies — ib. 
Hyrcanus ſupplants his father 313 
— kills two of his brothers ib. 
4 
Hyrcanus, John, ſecures the city and 
temple of Jeruſalem —— 326 
— makes peace with Antiochus 
327 


| —— accompanies Antiochus to the 
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Parthian warf —U 45 
-—— throws off the Syrian yoke ib 
— takes ſeveral Cities, and deſtroys 
the temple on mount Gerizim 328 
—— conquers the Idumæans ib. 
—— Tenounces the ſect of the Phari. 
ſees 
—— his death — id, 
Hyrcanus, fon of Alexander Jannzus, 
made high prieſt 331 
— declared ſucceſſor to Alexander 
332 


ma 


344 —— deſerted by his forces th, 
Herod Antipas left governor of Gali- 


—— ſopplied with Arabian troops 


—— deſeats Ariſtobulus — ib. 
— aſſiſted by Porpey — ib. 
— takes the temple. 
—— reſtored to the pontificate ib. 
confirmed by Gabinius ib. 
confirmed alſo by Cæſar 333 
marries his daughter Mariamne 
to Herod 334 
taken priſoner by the Parthians 
| ib. 


— bis army defeated by Barak 175 
— ſlain 176 
Jacob born „ 
buys his brother's birthright 57 
obtains, his father's bleſſing 59 
goes to Padan-aram — 61 
his vifion —— ib. 
marries Leah and Rachel 62 
his children ib 


returns from Padan aram 63 
makes an alliance with Laban ib. 
wreſtles with an angel 64 
meets his brother Eſau ib. 
retires to Succoth — 65 
encamps at Salem —— 1 

removes to Bethel — ib. 
buries Rachel | k(⸗ꝛ“ꝛ—ʃ . 606 
removes to his father at _ 


Wann 


— mourys for his ſon Joſeph 67 
—— goes into Egypt ——— 72 


— — 184 


— 4 


— ,, 


abres, who 86 
ames the Great, account of | 369 


— where born — ib. 
— preaches to the diſperſed mo 
— beheaded at Jeruſalem ib. 


James the Lefs, account of | 374 
—— why called the Lord's brother 


ib. 
— made biſhop of Jeruſalem ib. 
— his great reputation 75 
— his noble anſwer to the 

and Phariſees — ib. 
— his death ib. 
— account of his writings 376 
Jannes, who — 86 


het, his poſterity /- —— 35 
25 1 — — 40 
Jaſon made high- rieſt — 314 
— depoſed by _—_ ib. 
— ſurpriſes Jeruſalem — 315 
Ibzan governs Iſrael -——— 186 
Idumæans, who 60 
Jebus taken 169 
Jehoahaz ſucceeds Jehu — 266 
— his death 267 
Jehoahaz ſucceeds Joſiah — 282 
—— taken priſoner by Pharaoh-Ne- 

cho, and dies at Babylon ib. 

Jehoaſh, or Joaſh, ſucceeds Jehoahaz 
26 

-— delivers Iſrael from the * 

| ib; 

— takes Amaziah priſoner 268 

—— his death 


— taken priſoner by my un 

zar — — ib. 
-—— releaſed by Evil. Merodach 292 
Jehoiakim made king of Judah 282 
— kills the prophet Uriah 283 
—— carried captive to Babylon ib. 
<— reſtored to his kingdom ib. 
— killed in a ſally againſt the Ba- 

bylonians — 284 
ſucceeds Ahaziah 236 


ib. Jericho, where 


Jehoiachin ſucceeds Jehoiakim 285 
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Jehoram makes an expedition againſt 
the Moabites 9 6 
— viſited with famine * 
—— marches againſt Hazael 263 
— flain by Jeha <= ib, 
Jehoram or Joram ſucceeds Jehoſaphat 

— 26 


2 

— puts his brethren; &c. to _ 
Jehoſaphat ſucceeds Aſa — 249 
—— joins with Ahab '— 253 
—— reproved for his conduR by tha 
prophet Jehu 254 


— makes a treaty with Ahaziah 
2 

— * fleet deſtroyed by 
—— his ſhips make a 

voyag from Elah $1 ora 
-— admits his fon to ſhare his go- 
vernment — 262 
— his death - ern ib. 
Jehu anointed king of Iſrael 263 
— flays Joram and Ahaziah ib. 
— deſtroys the race of „hab — 
— deſtroys the worſhippers of — 


— his death — 266 
Jephtha governs Iſrael —— 184 
— defeats the Ammonites 185 
— his raſh vo — id. 
—— defeats the Ephraimites 186 
— his death 7 - 
remiah pro again 283 
= oblig to fly y 1 
2 
—— caſt into priſon -— 285 
— carried into Egypt — 290 
ſi — 126 
— account of — 152 
— taken by Joſhun 1 $3 
— the builder thereof curſed ib. 
—— attempted to be rebuilt by Hiel 
| 255 
Jeroboam made king of Ifrael 240 
—— cauſes Iſrael to commit idolatry 
| | 243 
— reproved by a prophet” ib. 
— — defeated by Abjam — 24 
WW death and burial -— 2 


k 
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Jeroboam II. ſucceeds Au 268 
—— his exploits ; 
— his death -' 269 
— Pay city of, deſcribed 215 
Jeſus, the Saviour of the world, the 


ſon of David 8 
— 2 

— mam — 2 

— circumciſed * 


— diſcovered to 8 | 
——— adored by the 3 — 
— Carried into Egypt j 


— returns With bis dee to Na-. 


- zareth 344 
—— goes up to the paſſover 345 


| iſputes with the doctors ib. 
— returns to Nazareth ib. 
— baptized of John 348 
== tempredof the d . 


— miniſtered to by angels 349 
al pointed out to the multitude by 
—— joined by five diſciples ib. 
—— turns water into wine at Cana 


ib. 
—— where he generally reſided ib. 
— to Jeruſalem 351 


— drives buyets and ſellers out of 
the temple ib. 
gives proofs of his divine miſſon 


——— converſes with Nicodemus ib. 
— gains many converts 2 
— where he began his baptiſm 1. 
— retires into. Galilee 353 
— (lk with a woman of Samaria - 
— deals the ruler's ſervant 355 


Jeſus carried before the ſandedrin' 
— offends.the Phariſees 65 
—— heals a man with a withered hand 


—— — withdraws to the ſea- ſide 5 
— ſelects the twelve apoſtles ib. 
— delivers his ſermon on the mount 


— — heats a leper, and the ah 
ſervant — 379 

— Taiſes the widow's ſon 

— his anſwer to the diſciples 4 
John 380 

—— diſplays the virtues of John ib. 

— converts Simon the Phariſee and 
Mary Magdalen = —— bb. 

e the Scribes and _ 


— rebukes the ſtorm — 47 
— caſts out two devils _ ib. 
—— heals the woman of an iſſue of 
blood 384 
— - raiſes Jairus's daughter 1 

— reſtores two blind men to aght 


—— ſends out his apoſtles to . 
385 

— bears of the beheading of Joh 
38 

— feeds 5000 men with five loaves 

387 

— walks on the ſea — ib. 

— confounds the Phariſees 389 

—— cures the daughter of a Canaa- 

nitiſh woman — 390 

— eures a man deaf and dumb ib. 

—— feeds 4000 men with ſeven —_ 


— reproves the hypocriſy of the 
S$cribes and Phariſees —— 398 


| reſtores a blind man to ſight ib. 


ib. —— foretels bis own ſufferings 392 


* cures Peter's mother 4 
i 
| — Cures a leper ——— 
—— heals a man ck of he pally "Þ., 
— aſſerts his divinity — ib. 
—— confounds the Phariſees 357 
—— goes up to the paſſover I 
— c ures a tic, at the 
Betheſda wo ” 


"I 


bis transfiguration 393 

— — Cures a demonias — 394 

—— enforces the doctrines of meek- 
_ neſs, humility, and 2 — 

—— pays the tribute 

—— goes up to ihe feaſt of taberna- 


cles 397 
— commiſſions ſeventy d dips 10 


— the goſpel 
= __ 
1 


[ 


- 
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taken in adulter 

— viſits Martha and Mary at te- 

thany 401 


— teaches his diſciples to pray ib. 
—— repairs to the feaſt of dedication 


416 
— rides into Jeruſalem in _— 
I 


| 4 
— laments over Jeruſalem 420 
— purges the — — bb. 
— filences the Saducees 425 
—— foretels the deſtruction of the 

temple — 427 
—— and his ſecond coming 432 


— declares the baſe intention of 


—— prays in the 438 
—— ſtrengthened by an angel ib. 
—— betrayed by Judas 
— heals Malchus — 
— carried before the high · prieſt 


— aſſerts himſelf to be the Son of 


| God — ib, 
—— miſuſed by the ſoldiers 441 
| —— led to Pontius Pilate ib. 


| — ſent to Herod 444 

| — ſcourged and derided by the ſol- 
| diers — 44 

N —— ſentenced to be crucified 5 

— faints under the burden of the 

croſs ib. 

—— crucihed on mount Calvary 448 

—— pardons one of the malefactors 


— rere up the ghoſt — —— 
— his burial 452 
—— riſes from the dead 453 
—— appears to his diſciples 454, 


. L 455 
——- convinces Thomas — 457 
—— eats with his diſciples ib. 
-— his aſceuſion — 460 
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103 

— cures 2 man born blind ib. 

—— Cures 2 man of the dropſy 407 

—— cures blind Bartimeus and his 
companion — 41 

— Rais Zaccheus ib. 


—— raiſes Lazarus from the dead 


Judas —u— ib. 
— comforts his 7 433 
— inſlitutes the Lord's ſupper 435 


"ib. 
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Joab made general — 214 
— — kills Abner _— 214 

——— ſlays Abſalom — 227 
diſmiſſed by David ib. 
— Pakn 334 
Joannes, who — 86 

Joaſh concealed by Jehoſheba 

made king of [Judah — ib. 

—— demoliſhes the altar and the 
prieſts of Baal 266 


— murdered by his ſervants 
Job, who — — cc 2 
—— hiſtory of ib 

—— book of 143 
Joel, when he propheſied 270 
Johanan kills his brother Joſhua 309 
John becomes a diſciple of Chriſt 3 50 


called to the apoſtleſhip 355 
 —— accountof , ——— 370 
—— preaches in Aſia — 371 
—— viſits Parthia and India ib. 
- ſent bound to Rome ib. 


—— preſerved unhurt in a cauldron 
of boiling oil -——— b. 
— I to the iſle of gs 


—— writes there his book of Revela- 
tions —— ib. 
— recalled from baniſhment by 
Nerva | ib. 
— returns to E _ = 
—— writes his — d. 
— his death 20 — db. 
ohn the Baptiſt. See Baptiſt 
— * biſtory of 270 
Jonathan, ſon of Saul, defeats a gar- 
riſon of the Philiſtines 
—— puts their whole army into con- 
fuſion 200 
— makes a covenant with Davi 


204 
—— ſlain in mount Gilboaa 212 
Jordan, river ß 181 
Joſeph ſold into Egypt ———- 67 
—— caſt into priſon -——— 68 
—— interprets two dreams ib. 
— interprets Pharaoh's dream 69 
— made governor of Egypt ib: 


— makes himſelf known to his bre · 


— ib 


70 


— 
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Joſeph orders his-father to be embalm- 


— his behaviour to his brethren 74 


— his death | — 


2 


75 
— his — 
the Epgy 


Lug hs high- — — + 
12 

— 2 receiver dhe: genera); to- 7 
prince ib. 
— ſupplanted by his ſon 313 
Joſeph, the — father of Chri 


340 
=" comforted by an angel 341 
—— repairs to Bethlehem 342 
—— retires into Egypt — 343 
—— reſides at Nazareth 344 
Joſhua defeats the Amalekites 99 
—— ſent to ſpy the land 119 


— paſſes over Jordan 
—— circumciſes the people 
—— takes Ai 
—— defeats the Amalekites 


155 


ib. 
0 e forces of En- 
naan —— 158 


— extent of his conqueſts 159 
—— divides the land by lot 160 


161 
164 


— his 


—— Cefeats the Ammonites 275 
his death 


— removes to Gerayi® — 
7 0! , 4 . — % 


: = 


: 1 
2 


73 


Kiſnon brook, its riſe 
—— commands. the ſun to ſtand ſtill 


— ſets up the tabernacle at Shiloh 


— ſummary of his atchievements. 


ib, 

—— where buried — : 165 

' Joſiah ſucceeds Ammon — 281 
— his goodneſs - 1b. 
—— wounded at Megiddo | ib. 
— his death — 282 
—— ſucceeds Uzziah - = 274 


— delivered at the overthrow of 


1 . what 9 756 
Iſaac born 2 73 
—— Ccifcumciſed — db 
— xeſcued by an angel 54 
— marries Rebectaæn — 55 
— bischildren n ib. 

| 55 


The INDEX, 


Iſaac makes a coven nt with * 
Nan when he. propheſied 271 
Iſhboſheth made king by Abner 214 
— ſlain 212 
Iſhmael born 4 
his Hue TONER F 
why called a wild man 66 


Tachar: families of 
Judah, families of ——— bb. 
Jadas Iſcariot, account of — 3 


363＋ͤ 7 


— hangs himſelfß— bb. 


Jude, the apoſtle, account of 376 


— preaches! in various parts of 2 

ib. 

— his death — ib. 
Judith flays — — 22880 


1 


Laban, his occupation, what 62 
—— marries his two daughters to 

Jacob id, 
— makes an alliance with * 


Dr 
a , confuſion — 39 
Ha through by Ahaziah, 

what 255 
Laver, its uſe 
Law, the old, why it gave n by 

the new covenant —— 8 
Lazarus raiſed from the dead — 416 
Legion, what — 744 
Leproſy, laws concerning — 118 
Levi, families o ß — 132 


— — 


Lepites, why conſecrated 10 God 113 


Libnah, city of; taken —— 157 
Light beſore the creation of the ſun 15 
Lot ſeparates from Abraham — 46 
—— taken priſoner ib. 
—— reſcued by Abraham — 47, 


Sodom — 4 


— fees to Zoar | — 
— his wife turned ino « pill of 


— — 


ſalt 


— 5 


retires into a cave 


Lo b 


Lydia, converted and baptiſed 467 
Lyſias makes Antiochus Eupator king 
of Syria 318 
— raiſes & prodigious army 310 
—— defeated by Judas Maccabeus ib. 
—— makes a peace with Judas ib. 
— 1 by Demetrius 322 


1 —— eee, ge- 


—— — 1 name, whence —— ib. 
— defeats Apollonius —— ib. 
— - defeats Seron  ——— 317 
—— takes the Syrian camp — ib. 
— defeats Lyſias ib. 
— puriſies the temple —— ib. 
—— ſettles the government of Nn 
1 
—— conſtitutes the ſanhedrim 15 
—— carries the war into Idumea 319 
—— defeats the Idumeans — ib. 
—— defeats and kills Timotheus ib. 
— takes Baſſora 8 ib. 
—— defeats the Syrian army ib. 


—- defeats the prodigious army of 


Lyſias 320 
— e ee 


—— ſurpriſes and burns the ſhips at 
Joppa and Jemima — — ib. 
——— defeats the Arabians — ib. 
—— takes Caſpis and Caraca ib. 

— 3 Timotheus, and takes 


him priſoner ib. 
— takes by form the city of E. 
phron — ib. 


— diſmantles Hebron — ib. 
— takes Aſhdod, and plunders the 
country of the Philiſtines — 321 
—— forced to ſhut himſelf up in Je- 
ruſalem ib. 
— makes peace with Eupator ib. 
— kills Nicanor, and — = 
army — 
— makes a treaty of mutual 2 
fence with the Romans — ib. 
—— ſlain by the Syrian army 323 


— 


Maccabæus, Jonathan, ſucceeds — 


brother Judas 
— harraſles the army of bac 
I. 


Maceabzus, Jonathan, makes peace 


with Bacchides _ 323 
—— repairs the walls and temple of 
eruſalem 


J 

— made high - prieſt 8. 
— made general of the Syrian 
forces ——— ib. 
„ 


—— cited before Demetrius 324 
—— aſſiſts Try phon 325 


16 Dee 


dered 
Maccabæus, Joſeph, — protect 2 

ruſalem — 30 
—— defeated by Georgia 
— lain by — Gry phus ib. 
Maecabæus, Simon, made general: 3 
— made high prieſt — — 
—— takes Acra, and levels the — 
—— g: Antiochus Ser —. ib. 
—— refuſes Antiochus's demands — 
—— defeats the Syrian army 


—— perfidiouſly murdered at Ede 


Machpelah, cave of, ä 55 

Magdala; account of 397 

Mahanaim, where ſituated — 63 

Makkedah, cave of, where 

2 city of, taken — 2 
a rr. the pro who. — 4 

Malacus —— I into faction 


— caauſes Antipater to be poiſoned ib. 
—— murdered by the Roman garri- 
ſon ib. 
Man, when and how created 13 
Manaſſeh, families of ——— 132 


Manaſſeh ſucceeds Herzekiah _ 

—— carried priſoner to Babylon ib 
—— his repentance and death ib. 
Manetho, account of ——— -28 
Manna, why ſo called ——— 

— eaten by the Iſraclites — ib. 
Mariamne married to Herod * 33 
— put to death by him — 33 
Mary Magdalene converted 380 
3 Mary, the Virgin, her ſalutation 340 
— viſits her couſin Eliſabeth Wk 

* 
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Mary reveals her pregnancy to Joſeph 

34! 
repairs to Bethlehem -— 342 
N delivered there 
—  Ccixcumciſes Chriſt — id. 


——; purifies herſelf—— ib. 


— zetires into Egypt .— 343 

—— reſides at Nazareth — 344 

—— taken care of by St. John 371 

— ber death according to 
yd 


MN.aſſacre at Bethlehem — 


343 

Mattathias retires from Jeruſalem with 
bis five ſons — 315 
— deſtroys. the heathen altars in 
Judah 
his death ib. 
Matthew called to the apoſileſhip 356 
—— account of 
—— preaches in Judæaa — 373 
— plants Chriſtianity in Ethiopia 
and Parthia d ib. 
— his death and burial. — ib. 
— his goſpel, where written ib. 
Matthias A in the place of Ju- 
das 461 
Melchizedeck, who | 


Menahem ſlays Shallum Af 272 
t 


——o— his bar 
—— bribes the Aſſyrians — ib. 
— his death ib, 
Menelaus made high prieſt— 314 
— robs the temple — ib. 


— Cauſes his brother Onias to be 


killed ib. 


— drove from Jeruſalem by by Jaſon 


——— reſtored by Antiochus 8 10 
— his — death  — 321 
Mercy-ſeat, what — 105 
Micah's idolatry 


171 
Mlichaiah propneſies againſt Ahab 54 


—— put in priſon — I 


Mdianites defeated by Phinogs I 34 
— 149 


Miſhna, what 


Moon, why called a great — 16 


NMordecai reveals 4 conſpiracy agaluſt 
I Thad 


$i | 
"FF 7 

R 
* Y 
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—— 316 


Migdol, 9 1 — 24 


Mitre, what 107 
Moabites. biſtory . 2 149 


P 
Mardecai, his reward 5 


Moreh, grave of, where —— 46 
Moſes born 78 
—— his parents, who  — ib. 
—— taken out of the water and a. 
dopted by Pharaoh's daughter ib. 
— his learning 79 
— kills an Egyptian, and flies to 
Midian — jb, 
— marries Zipporah — bb. 
* ſuppoſed to write the book of 
ob — 
—— God appears to him in the burn- 
ing buſh 80 
— ſent to Pharach ———— ib. 
— Circumciſes his fon — 82 
— meets his brother Aaron ib. 
—— goes to Pharaoh ——— 83 
—— works miracles before Pharaoh 
8 

—— inſtitutes the paſſover — 


— 


— carries the bones of Joſeph out 


of Egypt 
—— conſecrates the firſt born 94 
—— divides the Red-ſea— 96 
—— in danger of being killed by 

Iſraelites 98 
—— brings water out of the rock id, 
—— indlitutes the ſanhedrim 100 
—— Teceives the commandments 109 
—— breaks the tables of ſtone ib. 


— . 2 


—— deſtroys the golden calf ib. 


— in what he excelled all other- 


prophets —— 117 


— puniſbes | Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram 120 


— appoints Joſhua his ſucceſſor 136 


— his ſpeeches to the people ib. 


—— his death ———r—— 140 


Mountains before * deluge — 32 
Naaman cured by Eliba — * 
f 


—— his reſolution — 


Nabal, bis churliſh behaviour 209 


Nadab ſtruck dead 114 


Nahaſh, beſieges Jabeſh-gilead 197 


— {totally defeated by Saul 199 


Nahor, account of  —+—— 54 


Naim, where ſituated _ 379 


— the widow's ſon raiſed there ib. 
Naomi, the mother · in- la of Ruth 177 


300 Napthal, families f — 132 


n 


« 


we 


122 


Nehemiah appointed governor of Ju- 
dah 304 


— purges the temple 305 
— reforms the idolatrous marriages 


306 
— his death uncertain — ib. 
Nehuſhtan, what 124 


Nephiel made deputy by Joſhua 161 
Nerigliſſar made king of Babylon 292 
—— ſlain by Cyaxares 293 
Nethinims, who 156 
Nicodemus converſes with Chriſt 351 
— converted to the goſpel diſpen- 
ſation 0 
Nicopolis, where ſituated 
Nimrod, account of 


Noah informed of the flood — 30 
—— how preſerved —— ib. 
— enters the arcs - 32 
— his family — 


— comes out of the ark — 3 
— God's covenant with him ib. 
— his death 38 


Nob, city of, where 206 
— tbe prieſts ſlain there — ib. 
| O. | 
Obadiah, when he propheſied 270 
Offerings, what ——!: 112 
Og, king of Baſhan, defeated, and 

ſlain — 125 
Oil, holy, what 108 
Olives, mount of 217 


Olympic games, when inſtituted 288 
Omer, what 98 
Omri ſucceeds Zimri - —— 248 
transfers the royal ſeat from 

Tirzah to Samaria —— 249 
— his death and burial” — 
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Napola, where ſituated — 356 Onias made bigh-prieft —— 312 

Nathaniel becomes a diſciple of Chriſt —— depoſed b 1 14 

5 350 Oreb, prince of Midian, taken and 

Nazarite, what — 190 flain  —— — 180 

Nebuchadnezzar takes Jeruſalem 287 Original ſin, what 18 

— his dream interpreted by Daniel Ochniel governs - lrach —— -169 
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—— ſets up a golden image 291 Palmyra, account of 239 
— conquers Egypft—— ib. Paradiſe, terreſtrial, where — 15 
— his — dream and interpre- Paſſover, the, inftituted —— 89 

tation 292 — why ſo called ib. 

— driven from the ſociety of men — practice and cuſtom of the Jews 

| ib. at that ſeſtival 358 

— dis death and character ib. Patenus finds St. Matthew's goſpel in 


India 
Paul, the apoſtle, where born 
—— converted by a viſion — ib. 
— reſtored to ſight — ib. 
—— receives the Holy Ghoſt 465 
— ſtrikes Flymas with bi ndneſs ib. 


372 
464 


—— converts Sergius Paulus ib. 
— cures /Eneas ib. 
— ſtoned at Lyſtra ib. 
— his ſufferings 456 


—— oppoſes Peter ——— ib 
— circumciſes Timothy 467 
— baptiſes Lydia ib. 
— diſputes with the philoſophers ib. 
—— preaches in the ſchool of Ty- 


rannus — 468 
— accuſed by Demetrius 469 
— reſtores Eutychus to life 470 
—— taken priſoner by Lyſias 47t 
—— appeals to Czfar — ib. 
—— ſet at liberty — 472 
— flain by Nero ——— 473 
Pekah murders Pekahiah, and uſurps 

the throne- 272 
-— murdered by Hoſhea — 273 
Pekahiah ſucceeds Menahem 272 
— murdered by Pekah — ib; 
Pentecoſt, the feaſt of, what 462 
Peor, what 127 
Perea, account of 412 


Peter, Simon, becomes a diſciple of 


- Chrift 3570 
— called to the apoſtleſhip 35 
—— where born 4 
— bis principal actions — ib. 
—— heals a cripple 68 
— committed to priſon — 

— releaſed by an angel — ib. 
| * 8 Peter 


| — baptiſes 
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Pitgah, mount, where. — 124 
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— urives at Lydda, hee, DD 
—— cures — Tabitha ——— 
ns Sine Gals — — ib. 

— tiagrrech 
to Jeruſalem 
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— viſts the" churches at Part 
&c. — ib. 


— ſeised by Herod — 368 


— delivered by an — db. 
— ſeparates himſelf from the Gen- 
"lo converts ib. 


— Ubecher be was ever biſhop. of 

' Rome — — 
Pharaoh, why ſo called - — 46 
Phariſees, ſect of, what 
Philip, ſon of Herod, -left governor r of 
Auronitis, Trachagitis, P a, fon 

| Batanea — ͤ(—— — 
Philip, the apoſtle, becomes a diſciple 
of Cbriſt(qꝛy — 350 
— an account o — 371 
— preaches in upper Aſia 372 
— crucified at Hierapolis ib. 
Phineas, the ſon of Eleazar, kills Zimri 
and Coſ ii — 128 
dos of Eli, fis — 194 


— —94 


= ves of — 8 
> 2 Na — — 
9 — Atiſtobulus priſoner ib. 
— lays a tribute on ſudah ib. 
Pontius Pilate made governor of Ju- 
daa ? — 345 
OM who — — 42 
— 2 brought before him 
——— ſends Jeſus to Herod - — 4: 
— ſentences Chriſt to be — — 


4 
— his letter to Tiberius 1 


Dauner field, where: j—— 445 


Piieſts, conſecration of | — 111 
Trodigies attending Chriſt's crucifixion. 
* 

Ptolemy Philadelpbus, bis prodigious 
e by 311 


— ͤ—F—Üe 


The. LN DE x 


* 


p 
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Puah judges If — 183 
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. Parim, or the feaſt of low, what 
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Reaſon no — guide 
GT; whetherany beſore the loo 


Red- ſea, what 96 
Rehoboam ſucceeds Solomon 241 
— "refuſed by Iſrael 42 
—— makes war againſt Jaroboam ib, 
—— commits idolatry — 244 
— puniſhed by Shiſhak — ib, 
— his death 4 family — ib. 
Rephadim, murmuring of the 2 
there — {thaus 
Reſurrection of Chriſt a ↄꝛ . 
Revelation, how to Judge of its 2 
bility. - — } oo 
— families o * 
— triibe of, their poſſeſſion 135 
—V— 17 


Sabzans,- wo 144 
Sacrifices, What — 104 
Saducees, ſeQ'of,, what  — 347 

——— their faith — ib. 
ee made a royal ſeat — 249 
— its preſent ſtate — ib. 
—— -what; and where ſituated 354 
* woes, their riſe 75 
Sam On, hiſtory of — 18 7 
— his riddle — ib. 


— burns the Philiſtines corn 188 
— flays a thouſand Philiſtines 12 


— his eyes put aut - ib. 

—— deſtroys 3000 Philiſtines | ib, 
1 ib. 

Samuel, his parents 


5 
— dedicated to the Lord — ib. 


called by God — ä .— ib. 

— acknowledged judge of Iſrael 199 
— defeats the Philifines — MD. 
— anoints Saul king — 197 
— indicates bis own adminiſtra- 
tion — iy 
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vel ſlays A — 20 
_ —_ ard king — 202 
$anchoniatho, account of — 28 
Sanhedrim conſtituted by Judas Mac- 


cabæus 318 
Satan, who ene 17,349 
— tempts Eve — ib. 
— his puniſhment — 19 


— tempts Chriſt — 348 
Saul, his amily 197 
— anointed king ib. 
— publicly declared king 198 
— deſeats the Ammonites 199 
— defeats the Philiſtines 200 
— his raſh vow ib. 
— his family '— — 201 
—— defeats the Amalekites ib. 
— ſpares Agag =_ ib. 
— jealous of David — 204 
—— purſues David to Ramah 205 
_— Hays the prieſts of Nob 206 
—— purſues David to ſeveral retreats 


| 207 
—— conſults with a witch — 211 
—— {lain on mount Gilboa 212 
Scriptures genuine 6 


— when divided into chapters and 

verſes — 9 
Sechem raviſhes Dinag— 65 
— flain 
Seleucus favours the Jews — 314 
—— poiſoned by Heliodorus ib. 
Sennacherib, his behaviour to Heze- 

kiah '., 990 
— his army deſtroyed by an angel 


— — ib. 


— ſuain by his ſons — ib. 
Septuagint, an account of — 311 
Sergius Paulus converted by Paul 465 
Sermon on the mount — 378 


Seſoſtris, account of — 147 
Seth born | 23 
— genealogy f 24 


Shalmanezer takes Samaria, and car-- 


ries the ten tribes-into captivity 273 
Shallum murders Zachariah 272 
— ſlain himſelf by Menahem ib. 
Sheba, queen of, viſits Solomon 240 
Shem, poſterity of 35 
—— where-ſettled 41 


Shimei curſes David 22 
Phew bread, what 105 
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Shiloh, the tabernacle ſet up at 161 
where ſituated ib. 
Shiſhak, invades Judah — 244 
plunders the temple and treaſury 
ib. 
97 


Shur, wilderneſs of 
Sidon, account of 390 
Signs before the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem 
Sihon defeated and ſlain — 125 
Simeon, families of 
Simon, the Juſt, high-prieſt 311 
completes the canon of the Old 
Teſtament — — ib 
— the Canaanite, account of 376 
—- his travels ib, 
— crucified in Britain — ib. 
the Phariſee converted 380 
Sin, original, wat — 18 
Sin, wilderneſs of —— — 98 
Sinai, mount — — 100 
— the law delivered there 102 
Siſera defeated and flain — 175 
Sodom, wickedneſs of — 50 
I 


deſtroyed by fire and brimſtone 5 
Solomon proclaimed king — 230 
— defires wiſdom — 233. 


—— marries Pharaoh's daughter 234 
—— inſtances of his wiſdom 235 
—— builds the temple — id. 
—— dedicates the temple — 238 
—— his other buildings — ib. 
—— viſited by the queen of Shebg 


| 240 
his death — ä — 241 
Spikenard, Wat 17 


Star, a wonderful one, condud ed the 
wiſe · men to Bethlehem — 34 
— mentioned by Chalcidius, Joliaw 


and Pliny — — 357 
Sun, when made 6 12 
| ſtopped at the prayer of Joſh 

is 


Sychem, where ſituated — 3; 
Sychar, Jacob's well — 38 
——— Chriſt talks there with a woman 
of Samaria 
—— Where ſituated 
Synagogue, _— 


——— ib. 


- 356 


— — 307 


Tabernacle, e | 
Tabitha raiſed to life by Peter $50 
KR | | Tabor, 
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Tabor, mount, where ſituated 175 
Tadmor, account of — 239 
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Talent, its value, what 


Talmud of Jeruſalem, what 389 


Temple of Solomon, deſcription of 


2 

— che vail of rent — 
Terah the father of Abraham 43 
— his death | 44 
Teraphims, what 171 
Teſtament, old, what 10 

new, what ib. 
Teſtament, new, of how many parts 


« 33 
Thermuthis takes Moſes out of = 

water 
Thomas, the apoſtle, account of 373 
—— preaches in different parts of 

Aſia ib. 
—— martyred at Malabar by the 


Brachmans 374 
Tiberius, ſea of, what — 355 
Tibni ſlain by Omri !? 247 


Tidal, king of nations, who — 46 
Tiglath-Pileſer, who 
Tolah judges Iſrael 183 
Tophet, valley of 217 
Trachonitis, province of — 383 
Traditions of the Jews, what 389 
Tryphon makes Antiechus Theos 
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ing of Syria 325 
— Adefeats Demetrius — tb. 
— his treachery to Jonathan ib. 


'—— kills Jonathan and Antiochus ib. 
—— uſurps the crown of Syria ib. 


—— taken and put to death 326 


Vail of the temple 3 451 
Vow, the firſt mentioned in W 

| I 
Ur, where ſituated 44 
Uriah lain ——— —— 221 


Urim and Thummim, what 107, 166 
| . 


Wilderneſs, what 97 
— Cbriſt tempted there 348 
—— Where fituated — . 
Wiſe-men adore the Saviour of the 
world — — 343 

Writings, ſacred, genuine 
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Darius 299 
—— confirms the privileges granted 


Xerxes ſucceeds — 

to the Jews | ib. 
—— his prodigious army — 300 
ib. 
— murdered x © his ſervants * ib. 


Zaccheus entertains Jeſus — 44 
whether biſhop of Czſarea 415 
Zachariah ſucceeds Jeroboam II. 272 
murdered by Shallum — ib. 
Zachariah, when he propheſied 298 
Zacharias, father of 90 John the Bap. 
tiſt, who 340 
— informed of the birth of his ſon 
by the angel Gabriel — ib. 
Zalmunna, king of Midian, taken and 
ſlain — 


Zeb, prince of Midian, taken and ſlain 
ib. 
Zeba, king of Midian, taken and ſlain 


180 

Zebina, Alexander, uſurps the throne 

of Syria 327 

Zebulun, families of ——— 131 

Zedekiah made king of Judah 285 

—— rebels againſt Nebuc - 
| i 

— made priſoner, and his eyes put 
out —— 28 

Zerah, king of Cuſh, invades ] 

| , ds 

— his prodigious army — 246 

—— defeated > Aſa ——- ib. 

Zerubbabel made governor of Judza 


by Cyrus 2 
Ziglah given to David — 210 
— taken and burnt by the Amale- 

1 kites — ib. 
Zimri lain by Phineas — 128 
Zimti aſſaſſinates Elah =— 2 
— uſurps the kingdom — ib. 
— peri in the flames of 


e —_— 5 
280, fort of, taken by David 215 


Zoar delivered by che prayer of = 
Zophar, the Naamathite, who 145 
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